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N  U  M  B  E  R    I. 

PARISH    OF    CHIRNSIDE. 

(Coontt  of  Berwick,  Synod  of  Merse  and  Tivror* 
dale,  Presbytery  of  Chirnside.) 

By  the  Rev.  Walter  Anderson,  D.  D. 


Situation,. Extent,  Eftates,  &c. 

CHIRNSIDE  is  the  name  of  a  confiderable  villngfc 
and  parifh,  in  the  (hire  of  Bernv'uh,  vulgarly  call- 
ed the  Merfe,  but,  more  properly,  the  March,  ujpon  the 
£.  border  of  Scotland.  It  is  atfb  the  feat  of  a  preiby  tery ; 
nnd,  as  fuch,  it  is  dated  in  thfe  lift  of  the  pwrfttyterics *, 
inftituted  in  the  reign  of  James  VI-  1581  \  when  thcDio- 
cefan  Court,  or  Synod  of  Jedburgh,  now  called  that  of 
Vol.  XIV.  A         ,  Mcrfe 

•  Vide  CaWcrwood'i  Church  Hiftory,  fol.  edit,  p.  JQO»   . 
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Meife  and  Itootdale,  confifted  of  only  four  prefbyteries  i 
viy.  that  of  Kelib,  Dunfc,  ChirnGde  and  Jedburgh* 

It  ftas  no  natural  and  well  marked  boundaries  The 
large  ftream  of  Whittadder,  or  Whitewater,  terminates  it 
upon  the  S.,  and  a  deep  morals,  called  Bellyniire,  is  its 
confine,  in  the  oppofite  quarter.  The  elevated  and  ex- 
panded hill  of  ChirnGde,  and  the  contigttoutr  one  of  Iding- 
ton,  when  taken  together  with  their  wide  fkirts9  may  be 
vedmaed  as  comprehenGve  of  the  whole  parifh.  The  fU 
gure  is  oval,  and  its  longdl  line,  extending  eaftward  front 
Whittadder  bridge  to  the  extremities  of  Foulden  and  Ay- 
ton  pariihes,  is  computed  to  meafure  3^  EnglUh  miles, 
Or  under  4*  Its  greatcft.  breadth  will  hardly  reach  to  3. 
Upon  a  calculation,  tlie  number  of  afcres  in  the  parifh 
will  amount  tt>  about  6523.  The  whole  land,  if  wc  ex- 
cept 5  or  6finall  portions,  confifb  now  of  5  eftates  j  two 
cl  which,  ChirnGde  and  Idingtonr  are  feparaic  baronies, 
and  both  of  confiderable  antiquity  #. 

The  lands  of  Ninewells  are  next  in  valuation  after 
Idingtbn.  The  4th  eftatc,  called  Eaft  Mains,  and  hold* 
ing  of  the  barony,  is  the  property*  of  John  Moilc,  Efq^ 
a  lineal  descendant  of  an  old  family  of  that-  name  in  Ti*» 
viotdale,  and  parifh  of  Morbatrle.  The  5th  is  that  of 
Blackburn  in  the  Mire,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Bruce,  the 

relift 

*  The  toner,  to  which,  the  {argeft  territory  belongs,  had!  probably, 
become  an  appendage  of  the  lor dihtp  of  Hone,  when  the  chief  of  that 
ftmirr,  Lord  Warden  of  the  Baft  March*  after  being  engaged*  the  re- 
volt of  Franc!*,  Sari  of  Bothwel,  had  returned  to  his  duty,  and  obtain*, 
cd,  as  his  (bare  in  that  forfeited  chieftain'*  (poils,  a  grant  of  the  Abbey 
of  Cokdittghain,  anno  1596.  The  donation  would  involve  claims  to,  or 
st  teaft  facilitate  the  arqnifition  of  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
welUndowcd  priory.  Hence,  the  lands  of  Ninewells  appear,  iron  the 
cbarttr*!  not  w  held  of  the  barony  of  Chiiafofci  but  tf  tU  krdbJp  of 


OfChirnftde*  j 

wTift  of  David  Bruce  Efq*,  wto*  refided  in  Fife.  Of  tfcefe 
feritors,  3  have  prefcnt  refidence  $  William  Hall,  Efcj.  of 
Whitehall,  the  principal  proprietor,  and  patron  of  tbep*- 
rifli,  Jofeph  Home,  Efq.  of  NineweHs,  and  the  above  as* 
-mod  heritor  of  Eaft  Mains,  The  barony  of  Idington,  in 
"the  beginning  of  this  century,  pofleffed  by  a  Sir  Andrew 
Lauder,  of  the  Valleyfield  family,  has  been,  for  above  59 
years  back,  -the  property  of  die  Hays  of  Drammebier, 
whofe  prcfent  reprefentative  is  Robert  Hay,  Efq.,  rcfideat 
AtDuqfeCaftle,  the  ufoal  feat  of  his  family. 

Name,  &c.— The  etymology  of  the  name  Cbinjtdi>  t$ 
of  fomewfcat  difficult  explication  5  yettf  we  tafce  its  Arft 
fyflable  to  be  Gaelic,  as  die  other  is  Saxon,  or  Englttb, 
its  import  .and  propriety  may  tc  underftood.  The  word 
cmrrt,  well  known  to  denote  in  Erie,  the  rude  fepukbral 
monument  of  (tones,  raifed  by  the  Saxons  and  Danes,  in 
honour  of  their  warriors  who  fell  in  battle,  is  written*  in 
fome  fpedmens  we  have  of  that  language,  with  a/*/  and* 
at  large,  $arm  or  4 bam  #. 

A  t  The 

•  In  (bit  orthography,  if  t}o  prefer  one,  la  grfe,  the<haagc  of  the 
•pea  vowel  m  or  #,  into  bo  i,  wbjcJfc  it  mote  mute,  may  be  cafily  as* 
counted  for,  front  too  abbreviated  foooa  being  moft  affected  in  coosniooi 
difeourfc.  Qhm£^wo^UttU^^<mov^dCb^nB6t.  Butthcru 
4i  a  daleulty  in  undorftandlog  how  the  harflt  and  uncouth  pronunciation, 
of  iob4  coujdbe  admitted  in  that  word,  when  it  it  generally  avoided 
in  the  dialed  of  the  country.  The  fee?  h,  that,  although  the  hook* 
learned,  and  better  fort,  do  adopt  it,  the  eomjnon  people  almoft  univer* 
fcfly  agree  in  itt  rejection.  They  pronotmce  SlityG*,  at  (turning  tha 
«t  into  an  JS)  they  do  in  fhanec,  fhoicc,  ftair,  ihopin,  aVefc,  dtc  Jt* 
And  even  although  they  often  hear  the  JEo^nth  pfoninciatlen  of  churehf 
they  can  make  no  more  of  it  than  y&w*.  The  name  of  Ilft^oV,  ef 
CUrm/Ut%  therefore  applied  to  the  village,  may  be  nrcfinncd  to  figaifp 
a  town,  or  place  hard  by  the  «!*»,  or  hcra*  the  el  in  the  Seson  at- 
^babetbeiiigleundtdefunUbetf 
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^   Theveftig^  of  a  cairn,  although  not  now  in  accumula- 
-tjon;-  hut  the  raifetj  ground,  rather  hollowed  out  in  the 
middle,*  is  obfervable  on  the  eaftern,  and  higheft  fummit  of 
.the.hiilj  near  to  which  the  row  of  the  village,  on  that 
,£de,  begins*.    Idington  Hill,  which,  with  a  fmall  interval, 
.is  a  continuation  of  the  fame  ridge,  {hows  yet  more  appa- 
rently the  place  and  remains  of  two  capns.    The  heaped 
ftooea  jof  one  of  them  were  but  lately  cafried  off}  and  it 
is  kQOfvn,  that,  in  *heir  firft  demolition,  about  40  years 
ago,  a  (lone  coffin,  its  figure  faid  to  be  an  oblong  fquare, 
was  taken  up  entire,  and  conveyed  to  a  gentleman's  place 
>3n -the  neighbourhood.     In, the  track  of .  Lamznefftuir, 
between  Chirnfide  and-  Dunglafs,  feveral  of  thefe  cairns 
,&fiK>i  pf  Jate  years,  very  .confpicuous,  as  they  are  found 
ipcft  ^ffiercnis  upon  the  £•  coaft  of  Scotland,  adjacent  to 
tk4t  of  Northumberland,  and  of  Yorkihire*  often  invaded 
^nd  ot^upiod  by  the  Datoes  and  Saxons* 

f^k^/kU  Hill;  and  PtofptRs  from  it,  Sec— Among  the 
feveral  eminences  which  disjoined  from  the.  edge  of  Lam- 
anermuir,  on  the  N.,  prejeQ:  into  the  Low  Country  of 
Berwickihire,  Chirnfide  Hill  is  a  moil  remarkable  one.     It 
"2$  diflmguifhed  from  others  of  them,  by  its  elevation  and 
*  femicTrcular  afpe&  to  the  S.,  joined  with  the  great  ex- 
rpacCon  of  its ,  fummit,   and  its  gradual  declination  to 
.  JHThjttadf|er  water;    It  commands,  as  moil  of  them  do, 
/the  view  of  a  country,  the  richeft  in  foil  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Carfcs),    cf  4any^  in  Scotland;    and,    we 
.may  acid,  in  its  preferrt  ftste  of  culture  and  fertility,  not 
.4sferipr^to  the  belt  hnprorcd  lands  of  England ;  unlefs 
.Wftttaloe  irtta  the -account 'the  forced  gardens  and  nur- 
series aifound  "the  metropolis,  and  fome  meadows,  glutted 
IVith  manure,  or  fornved'out  of  fw  amps  in  the  fenny  coun- 
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ties.  The  landfcape  beheld,  is  that  of  a  plain,  waved 
with  long  ridges,  running  chiefly  in  one  dire&ion,  and 
of  more  than  25  miles  extent  from  the  Bay  of  Berwick 
to  the  Tiviotdalc  Hills,,  on  the  W. ;  while  dire&ly  S., 
and  at  almoft  the  fame  diftance,  the  famed  hills*  ami 
duces  of  Cheviot  form  a  boundary  truly  grand.  About 
60  or  70  years  ago,  this  profpe&j  although  ftriking  ami 
noble  over  the  country,  was  a  naked  one,  and  had  little 
or  nothing  of  the  beauty  arifing  from  extenfivc  agricul- 
ture, enclofed  fields  or  plantations.  If  fome  groves  or 
ftrips  of  trees  marked,  here  and  there,  the  feats  of  the 
gentry  or  nobles,  befides  thefe,  and  a  few  enclofures, 
joined  with  them,  hardly  any  thing  but  wafte  land,  or  the 
pooreft  culture,  was  discoverable.  Nature,  indeed,  wore 
a  robe  that  indicated  a  deep  foil.  The  uncultivated 
grounds  produced  immenfe  tracks  of  heath,  overfpread 
with  thick  furze,  or  tall  whins,  and,  in  fome  drier  places, 
with  broom  ;  which,  in  the  fpring  arid  through  the  fum- 
mer,  (hed  the  golden  gleam  of  their  flowers,  and  their 
fragrance,  all  around. 

The  eye  of  a  fpe&ator,  on  Chirnfide  Hill,  now  has  in 
profpeft  a  country,  of  the  extent  defcribed,  all  of  it  in 
remarkable  cultivation  ;  the  corn  fields  and  paflure  lands, 
almoft  every  where,  enclofed  and  divided  by  hedges  and 
ditches.  Large  plantations  not  only  appear  around  the 
gentlemens'  feats,  but  reach,  in  feveral  places,  to  die  ex- 
tremities of  their  lands ;  fo  that  they  feem  to  be  con- 
joined to  each  other.  Of  fuch  a  plcafant  fcene,  we  have 
here  an  immediate  exhibition.  The  plantations  of  White- 
hall,* forming  a  quadrangle,  with  fome  contra&ion  on  its 
E.  and  W.  fides,  and  running  on  in  lines  of  half  a  mile, 
advance  up  the  hill,  from  near  the  banks  of  Whittad- 
der  to   the  croft  lands  of  the  village,   now  turned,   in 

parr, 
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part,  to  a  ridi  and  beautiful  fheep-park.  Between  the 
W.  fide  of  that  plantation,  and  where  the  hedge-row.  of 
KineweDs  approaches  to  it,  there  is  feen,  in  the  open- 
ing, a  fc£tion  of  Whittadder,  to  which  Blackaddcr-water, 
there  near  its  confluence^  conies  forward  as  a  tangent. 
A  little  above  both  thefe  plantations,  and  where  a  grove 
of  trees  intercepts  to  a  fpeftator,  at  the  manfe  and  other 
honfes  in  the  fame  declivity  of  the  hill,  the  dtftinft  view 
of  Whittadder,  that  dear  ftream  is  caft  into  curious  and 
pi&urefque  appearances.  In  one  ftation,  it  glitters  be- 
tween the  (tons  of  the  trees,  reflecting  interiniffive  and 
tremulous  beams  of  light.  In  another,  it  (hows;  like  a 
bright  edging  or  half  coronet,  to  their  green  tops.  In 
a  third,  where  the  trees  do  not  interpofe,  it  is  thrown 
into  a  fliining  curve.  The  high  banks  are  feen,  in  con- 
tiguity to  thofe  of  Blackadder-water.  The  plantation 
and  endofures  around  Allanbank-houfe  confpire  with 
thofe  of  Blackadder  to  complete  the  vifta,  and  (hut  the 
fcene  *. 

Pillage, 


*  Thir  Hit!  nf  rhirnfitlr  hrfirirt  rhr  -rim  and  phnratirms.  pngaTa,  fm 
«Jmoft  the  whole  of  the  extent,  a  natural  fertility  of  foil,  alihoagh  tsifh 
very  confiderable  difference  and  variation ;  and  it  contaist  alio  great  and 
,  valuable  floret  of  free-done  and  mari  The  former  bet,  in  many  placee, 
pot  more  than  a  or  3  feet  under  the  furface.  Its  colour  b  between  red 
and  white,  and  the  grain  ftich  at  renders  it  not  too  hard  to  be  wrougjit 
by  the  chifcl,  yet  very  durable.  Its  chief  bed  appears  a  *°*  middle  of 
the  (both  fide  of  the  hill,  wjbere  the  old  path-way  afcendin*  it,  fa,  J* 
•  manner,  turned,  the  moft  part  of  its  length,  into  a  ragged  pauim  m. 
At  quarries  of  ftooe  rib  towards  the  hill,  die  marl  banks  an  Jbrmerf, 
tueftry,  m  the  wsdrvities  and  dips  it  tabes  towards  Whktaddtr;  the 
sloping  gronnda  on  the  fides  of  whteh  an  entire  accumulations  nf -lu 
ftrata;  being  all  either  of  the  clayey  land,  or  the  more  tujtfajb  an4 
Honey.  Of  fliejl  mar),  no  trace*  appear ;  nor  is  it  found  is  tfce  ne%h« 
bovhood,ner  any  when*  in  the  Jhixc,  bat »  very  (maU  cjuaiKities.    Tho 

former 
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Vtllofr)  Agriculture,  &c— The  line  of  the  village  funs, 
as  it  has  done  for  various  generations,  in  two  rows  of 
houfes,  E.  and  W.,  over  the  broad  fummit  of  the  hill,  to 
the  length  of  more  than  half  a  mile.  Another  row  of 
thefei,  hot  fo  compaft,.  defends  the  hill  in  a  S.  direc- 
tion. Departing  from  the  former,  at  an  opening  near 
the  middle  called  the  cvfi>  and  properly  the  erofs,  it  ha© 
the  church  for  its  termination.  A  little  afidc  from  the 
other  houfes  in  this  line,  called  the  Kirkgate,  ftands  the 
manfe,  with  the  glebe-ground  on  three  fides  of  it,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  too  yards,  or  more,  from  the  church* 
m  z  lower  fituation*  Before  the  divifion  of  the  lands  of 
die  barony,  into  the  feparate  {hares  of  its  proprietors  in 
the  1740,  and  for  many  years  after  that  period,  the  vil- 
lage noufes*  made  that  mean  appearance  common  to  all 
others  in  the  country.  Reared  at  the  ezpenie  of  the  land* 
holders,  and  furniflied  gratis  to  the  farmers,  or,  at  a  very 
(mall  rent,  to  other  tenants,  they  were  of  fuch  conftruo 
don,  in  their  materials  and  dimenfions,  as,  in  companion 
with  thofc  now  built,  we  would  call  the  beft  of  them 
hovels*  or  huddles  of  (tone,  clay  and  wood.  Until  the 
late  Mr.  Hall,  clerk  of  Sefiion*  cre&ed  his  two  pavilions 
as  office-houfes  to  a  future  manfioa*  and  the,  deceafed  Mr. 
Home  of  Ninewclls,  in  the  year  1745,  built  the  prefent 
dwel&ig-houfc  of  his  family,  and  fome  repairs  were  made 

oil 


is  of  fmral  cabers;  light,  grey*  P***  bkf  and  dark;  ana* 

whfcafc  tad  red:    It  proveteoejdtr  good  io  cadi  of  thefe  co|ow% 

Jefej  at  lea*,  with  the  cwptm  of  the  fa*  one,  which  rather 

icffad.    AttfaelLooeylort  i»  ota  fcoed  very  hard,  it  ha* 

,  eeem  by  grmVwn  acqoaiaced  wkh  its  ordinary  appearance, 

fn  i—ii  111 1  Ih enil  Imih  imii  fffiirm    The  total  rein  of  them,  in  • 

or  I  yean,  difco«crca\  to  their  ^irpriid,  the  oii&ahe  thc|  had  aaade«    Us 
1  as  a  eUDetf,  Willhf  aftcrwajd  I 
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©n  that  of  Eaft  Mains,  no  edifice  of  a  modern  ftructure 
was  to  be'feen  in  die  whole  pariih  *. 

We 

*  The  church,  indeed,  had  it*  low  walls  and  its  fteeple  of  a  tower- 
like form,  built  with  free- (lone,  bedded  with  lime ;  'and  its  two  ailea  com- 
peted of  rough  afhlar.  The  cattle,  or  ftrong  houfe  of  Idington,  now 
quite  demolished,  was.  of  the  compikment  of  all  the  old  towers,  partly 
of  free  and  whin-ftones,  and  fome  lime  joined  with  clay  mortar.  The 
houTet  of  the  inferior  heritors  and  poitioncrs  of  land  differed  little  from 
thofe  of  the  farmers,  into  the  competition  of  which  free-Hone  or  lime 
hardly  entered.  The  manfe,  as  it  ftood  at  the  deceafe  of  the  late  nu- 
niftcf  in  the  1755,  humbly  refembled  them  in  its  form,  covered  with 
thatch,  and  with  a  deep  cume-ceU  #  in  the  fccoad  floor,  it  had  tfo  more 
than  36  feet  of  wall  for  *U  its  length,  unlets  what  was  called  an  outer- 
bouie,  or  kitchen,  made  up  of  cat  and  clay,  was  reckoned  a  good  part 
of  it.  Before  the  barony  of  Chirnfide  was  divided  among  the  heritors, 
in  confequcnce  of  a  decree  pronounced  by  the  Court  of  Scffion  in  the 
1740,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  were  no  outfield  firms,  excepting 
thofe  belonging  to  the  three  mills  in  the  pariih*  The  village,  like  others 
in  the  country,  comprehended  all  the  houses  and  cottagers  appertaining  to 
the  feveral  proprietors,  great  and  fmalL  Adjaeent  to  the  manfio&4iouie  of 
fame  of  the  former,  there  was  what  was  called  the  mains  farm,  or  that  of 
his  domain  or  houfehold.  Hence,  as  the  land  was  in  time  parcelled  out  - 
into  feveral  farms,  fo  many  of  them  diftinguifhed  only  by  their  petition  in 
different  quarters,  are  known  here,  and  in  other  pannes,  by  the  common 
designation  of  mainfet.  In  the  barony,  at  the  period  mentioned,  there 
were  only  three  of  thofe  farms,  and  another  in  that  .of  Idington.  Do-  . 
ring  the  continuance  of  the  blended  property  of  the  fever al  .heritors,  the 
further  extenfion  of  farms  and  Headings  was  prevented  by  the  common 
property  they  had  in  the  outfields.  Of  thefe,  the  only  ufe  which  could 
be  made,  was  that  of  a  pafiurage  for  all  the  cattle  and  flieep  of  the  vil- 
lage. Upon  the  remembrance  of  fome  old  people  ftill  living,  the  par- 
ticular account  of  them  is  (aid  to  have  been  6$  fcore  of  iheep,  and  13 
of  black  cattle ;  and  the  whole  number  of  hories  is  reckoned,  net  Co 
cxadUy,  at  60.  The  value  of  one  flieep's  pafture  was  8  d. ;  of  an  ox  or 
cow  aod. ;  and  of  a  horfe  at.  6 d.  Befides  the  common  moor  adjacent 
to  the  village,  a  commonalty,  running  in  a  certain  track  fcveral  miles 
Into  Cammermuir,  appertained  to  the  barony  of  Chirnfide.  The  privi- 
lege of  it  is  known  to  have  been  ufed  in  the  late  minjfter '#  -titoe,  who 
claimed  upon  it  the  pafturagc  of  fome  lambs  or  beep. 
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Vfemzj  fartker  judge  of  the  general  poor  condition  of 
the  arable  land  (except  theS.  croft,  which  was  let  in  acres) 
that,  in  the  fworn  valuation  of  it,  the  beft,  or  infield 
part,  was  rated  in  the  decree  of  divifion  at  5s.  The 
eftimate  was  fo  minutely  exaft,  as  to  include  various 
rates,  from  that  higheft  one  to  the  loweft,  at  i*d.  the 
acre.  This  laft,  indeed,  refpeded  the  moft  barren  and 
fcalpy  point  of  the  hill,  4o  incumbered  with  large  whin 
ftoncs,  as  to  be  thought  incapable  of  culture.  For  the 
old  arable,  or  IS.  «roft,  which  was,  as  in  other  places  of 
the  village,  tilled  land,  the  tenants  of  acres,  or  portion- 
ed of  an  acre,  paid  from  6s.  and  7a.  to  10s. ;  a  rent  as 
high  in  thofe  times,  as  when  now  they  pay  30  s  This  is 
not  to  be  confidered  as  occasioned  altogether  by  the  low- 
er value  of  money,  and  its  greajter  circulation  among  the 
inferior  ranks  of  people.  An  acre  .of  land  could  not 
then,  by  any  known  art  or  induftry,  be  made  to  pro- 
duce what  it  now  does  ;  not  fo  much  from  the  increafed 
fertility  of  the  foil,  as  from  the  more  advantageous  ufes 
to  which  its  fertility  can  now  be  turned;  by  a  crop  of 
potatoes,  or  of  red  clover,  or  turnip,  being  joined  to 
nne  of  corn,  even  in  the  fame  little  field  *• 

Vol.  XIV.  B  From 

*  Inftead  of  thofe  late  and  fignal  improvements  in  agriculture,  it  ap- 
pears, that  one  dated  method  of  ploughing,  and  the  fame  fuccofiion  of, 
corn  crops,  being  here,  and  ajl  over  the  country,  invariably  obferved ; 
every  attempt  to  a  better  practice  was  refrained,  when  the  u*  of  marl 
« lime,  as  a  manure,  was  unknown,  and  that  of  dung  was  the  fole  one  ; 
a  certain  quantity  of  it  arifing  from  the  confinement  of  the  cattle  during  . 
winter,  could  only  be  obtained.    Scantily  it  purred  to  keep  t^e  acres  of 
the  S.  croft,  and  the  infield  of  the  N.  in  any  tolerable  heart.    The  out- 
field  had  no  other  benefit,  but  that  of  being  fallowed ;  which,  in  thofe  . 
d^jrs,  amounted  to  no  more  than  giving  the  ground  a  ploughing  or  twof 
and  then,  after  an  exhaufting  crop,  refigning  it  to  its  natural  produce, 
«Jiicb  was  only  a  more  abundant  one  of  weeds.    In  coxuequence  of  the 
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Fromviutlu^beeafttd  pf  the  village  nd  bmrooj  of 
Chirnfidc,  pcetiooa  to  tbecjivifioa  of  ti^e  lands,  according 

to 

Old  run-r^ge,  the  arable,  aid  the  isteriftised  pceperty  in  the  outfield, 
uconveiuencies,  even  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  land  tillage,  were 
neceffarily*  incurred.  Adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  country,  under  the 
policy  of  the  fern,  and  calculated  for  common  defence,  especially  in  the 
cooftamt  predatory  wan  carried  on  in  the  oprden  of  the  two  tingdosnst 
it  embarrafTed  rather  than  promoted  the  culture  of  the  fields.  The 
acres,  and  finaller  lota  of  the  arable,  were  laid  out  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  balks,  or  ftups  of  untitled  ground,  being  interpofed  between  eve. 
ry  5  or  e*  ridges,  a  wafte  of  the  belt  land  was  thus  made  for  the  fake  of 
marches,  not  only  between  the  grounds  of  the  efferent  pfoprfefon,  but 
amidft  the  lots  and  fubdrafiens  of  acres,*  into  which  they  were  caft.  Io 
the  fliape  of  the  ridges,  no  alteration,  howfoever  proper,  could  be  at- 
tempted ;  and  all  the  difference  of  the  operations  of  the  plough,  con- 
fined in  taking  either  a  deeper  or  (ballower  furrow,  or  a  wider  or  cloter 
one.  The  unalterable  curvature  ef  the  ridges  had  a  tendency  to,  collect 
snoifture  jo  all  flats  or  dips  of  the  ground.  Within  the  compels  of  the 
acres,  and  their  divifiont,  no  uferul  drains  could  be  formed.  In  the  out- 
fields, they  were  often  impracticable,  from  interjections  of  feparate  pro* 
perty,  or  the  boundaries  of  it  being  iodilriiiAry  ascertained.  In  fuch 
circumftaaces,  it  wis  no  wonder  that  the  husbandmen  of  tbofe  days,  whom 
we  are  now  too  ready  to  accufe,  net  only  of  want  of  Dull,  but  of  an  in- 
dolent and  obftinate  adherence  to  their  old  cuftoms,  would  find  it  very 
difficult  to  make  new  or  uncommon  exertions.  That  they  were  tar* 
dy,  in  general,  may  be  underftood,  from  their  having  certain  days,  or 
weeks  at  leaft,  marked  out,  especially  in  the  fpring  feafon,  for  com* 
suencing  their  labours.  Their  ploughs  drawn  by  more  oxen  than  horfes, 
both  but  poorly  fed  through  the  winter,  could  not  accelerate  their  work. 
It  is  to  be  obierved,  that  the  tradefmen  in  the  village,  who  had  per. 
turns  of  acres,  either  hired!  their  pioughings  of  the  formers,  er  elfe  coo- 
joining  not  only  the  nodes,  but  the  cows  they  h*d  among  them,  made 
unt,  with  a  common  or  borrowed  plough,  to  perform  more  thriftily,  if 
not  fo  properly,  the  tilltge  required.  An  old  faying,  retailed  about  the 
time  of  making  the  bear  feed,  is  an  evidence  that  the  feafon  of  it  was  more 
apt  to  be  poJrpotled  thkn  anticipated.  "  It  |s  mot  too  late*  it  was  feid^ 
••  fcrhen  the  leaves  of  the  afh  cover  the  fyct's  (i.  #.  magpie's  ned.* 
The  fcreaming  of  this  norfome  bird,  at  the  building  her  neft  on  her 
favourite  tree,  is  feMom  heard  fotaer  tlpa  ataut  or  after  the  middle  of 

*»     
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io  the  fhftres  of  the  greater  and  fmaHer  proprietors,  it  is 
evident,  that  impediments  were  laid  in  die  Way  of  any 
improvements  in  agriculture,  or  inoreafe  of  population; 
The  decree  of  divifion  was  the  firft  ftep  that  led  to  views 
of  the  former,  as  it  put  it  in  (every  heritor's  power  to  daft 
his  eftate  into  the  beft  Aape  he  could  for  melioration** 
The  many  banks  of  day  marl  had*  indeed,  attraAed  the 
attention  of  one  or  two  of  the  gentlemen  proprietors,  and 
fome  feeble  trials  of  it,  as  manure,  had  been  ihade  by 
them*  but  fr*m  want  of  proper  knowledge  of  its  quali- ' 
ties,  or  of  fufficient  perfeveranee  in  the  labour  it  requir- 
ed, nothing  of  confeqnence  was  eflb&uated.  What  was 
done  by  the  hte  Mr.  Hall,  within  his  tnclofures,  ferved, 
however,  as  a  pattern  and  encouragement  to  other  heri- 
tors, to  engage  in  the  experimental  work  j  and  it  happen- 
ed, fortunately*  not  only  for  the  betttf  agriculture  in  the 
parifh,  but  of  the  neighbourhood,  that  two  gentlemen, 
tiie  late  Mr.  Home  of  Ninewells,  and  Mr.  Molle  of  Eaft 
Mains,  found  it  convenient,  to  take  their  Whol6  lands  in- 
to their  own  management ;  a  circumftance  requifite,  when 
new  methods  of  culture,  or  new  manure*,  are  to  be  tried 
in  any  part  of  the  country,  before  the  tenants  can  be  fop- 
pofed  to  aflame  them  into  pra&ice.  Thefe  proprietors 
became  real  farmers  of  their  eftates ;  and  re&ding  con- 
Handy  in  the  country,  not  only  improved  their  own 
knowledge  in  agriculture,  but  foon  taught  the  tenants, 
near  diem,  to  correft  various  deft&s  an4  errors  attend- 
ing its  ordinary  courfe.  This  was  done  with  the  more 
effed,  as  the  enterprises  of  thefe  gentlemen  were  gradu- 
ally carried  on ;  and*  in  point  of  ezpenfe,  little  exceeded 
what  the  formers,  who  had  any  considerable  flock*  could 
afford.'  From  them,  leflbns  were  taken  of  more  affidu- 
Ott5>  and  earlier  ploughing;  of  ftraight,  andclofor  ridges; 

B  t  of 
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of  wafer  furrowing ;  of  feed  well  winnowed,  or  changed^* 
and  the  more  effc&mal  working  of  the  lands  in  fallow. 

The  beds  of  marl,  fo  precious  in  eftimation  by  riser 
gentfemen,  did  not  cor/efpond  to  what  the  tenants  expeff- 
ed  from  the  ufe  of  it,  as  a  manure.  300  loads  of  it  re- 
quired to  an  acre  of  ground,  was  found  an  infuperable  ht- 
bour :  however  great  its  ultimate  benefit  was  underftood 
to  be,  its  lumpy  and  hard  fubftance  did  not  diffolve,  fo  as 
to  incorporate  thoroughly  with  the  foil*  in  lefs  than  4  or 
5  years  ;  a  return  too  tardy  to  be  waited  for,,  by  thofe 
who  had  their  annual  rents  to  pay.  Only  a  or  3  of 
the  ableft  farmers  in  the  country,  who  had  long,  and 
eafy  tacks,  ventured  to  continue,  in  a  certain  extent,  the 
.sfage  of  it ;  others,  who  had  come  under  engagements  to> 
marl  a  or  3  acres,  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  either  failed 
in  the  performance,  or  importuned  their  landlord  for  a 
relaxation  from  it  *. 

If 

*  The  difcovery  and  proof  of  the  prolific  power  and  quick  effect  of 
£me,  efpecially  upon  new  lands,  gave,  hopes  of  its  being  adopted  in 
place  of  marl,  to  the  equal  contentment  of  the  proprietors  and  tenant). 

.Although  the  lime  was  not  to  be  got  nearer  than  from  the  Berwick  kilns, 
or  thofe  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed,  both  of  them  at  the  diftance  of 
10  or  11  miles,  yet  the  quantity  of  it  neceflary  to  an  acre  being  only  10 
or  12  cart  loads,  taken  up  in  fliells,  which,  if  well  burnt,  produced  the 

'double  in  flack  lime,  the  difadvantage  of  the  carriage  appeared  to  Be 
compenfated.  But,  ftiH,  the  purchafe-money  being  added  to  the  car- 
nage of  the  lime,  rendered  the  expenfe  of  both  too  heavy  for  the  te- 
nants; who,  not  yet  attired  of  all  the  benefit  of  the  lime  manure,  were 
not  dirpoftd  to  engage  in  it,  but  upon  Certain  terms,  with  their  maf- 
ters.  When-  leafes  Were'  entered  into  between  them,  a  compromilb 
commonly  took  place  about  the  lime  to  be  laid  upon  the  lands;  a 
fixed  quantity  of  which  being  carried  home  by  the  former,  was  to  he 
paid  for  by  the  latter.  Much  to  the  advantage  of  the  tenants,  who  lived 
at  no  greater  diftance  from  the  lime  kilns  than  Chirnfide,  'as  this  agree* 
aaent  was,  the  benefit  of  it  was  not  taken  to  the  extent  it  might  have 

been* 
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If  th£  more  abundant  crops  of  corn,  consequent  to  the 
Melioration  of  the  foil,  had  not  been  followed  with  a  rife 
of  the  value  of  that  commodity,  the  tenants  in  the  county 
of  Berwick,  would  hardly  have  been  in  any  better  cir- 
cumftances  than  thofe  in  the  pooreft  Lowlands  of  Scot* 
land.  It  has  been  obferved,  what  ihifts  they  were  often 
put  to,  even  when  agriculture  was  in  the  loweft  ftate,  a- 
bout  difpofing  of  their  ground  to  any  advantage.  The 
average  price  of  every  kind  of  it,  was  confiderably  below 
that  of  the  Lothians.  The  cuftom  had  long  obtained  of 
^having  a  larger  firlot,  than  the  ftandard  one  ;  and,  as  the 
quantity  of  corn  was  increased  by  better  cultivation,  and 
manure,  they  found  it  necefiary  to  allow  the  gratuity  of  a  boll 

been :  fo  common  and  natural  is  the  fear  and  doubt  about  the  fuccefs  of 
any  new  {cheme  to  thofe  who,  by  the  failure,  may  incur  irreparable  loft. 
Some  tenants  would  run  no  hazards  until  they  faw  fuller  proofs  of  the 
fertilizing  quality  of  the  lime.  Others,  blundering  in  their  manner  of 
applying  it,  thatw  it  upon  wet  ground,  or  buried  the  fubftance  under 
deep  furrows.  But  thefe  miftakes  being  corrected,  and  the  fru&ir/iag 
power  of  the  lime  becoming  more  and  more  vifible,  the  tenants  were 
fatisfied  with  fmaller  allowances  of  it  in  gratuity ;  and  the  more  enter- 
terprifing  of  them  hefitated  not  to  purchafe  rt.  The  change  made  by  tt 
upon  unopened  lands,  excited  a  demand  for  large  outfield  farms,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  confined  infield.  The  beft  of  the  former,  and  what  in- 
cluded fome  of  the  latter,  generally  rofe  from  3s.  to  5s.  The  S«  craft  of 
Chirrdide,  appropriated  to  the  acre-men,  gave  from  12  to  15s.  If  fome  te- 
nants, who,  before  the  efficacy  of  lime  was  known  or  fufficiently  proved, 
had  leafes  of  19  years,  and  at  a  low  rate,  granted  them,  and  yet,  for 
want  of  dock,  or  of  a  fpirit  of  enterprise,  did  not  become  fo  wealthy  as 
they  might  have  been,  we  need  not  admire,  if  we  reflect  again  upon 
what  has  been  faid  of  the  low  prices  of  corn  and  cattle,  thofe  difcou* 
raging  circumftances  to  the  hurbandman,  and  which  could  not  be  reme- 
died, but  by  the  gradual  advancement  of  commerce.  It  may  be  added, 
that  it  is  fit,  and  providentially  well  ordered,  that  no  new  difcovery  or 
improvement,  even  in  the  moft  neceflary  arts,  (hould  be  carried  rapidly 
to  its  perfection,  but  that,  by  a  progreffive  knowledge  and  Hurt  in  it, 
feat  1,  but  a  or  3  generations  may  have  fome  ihare  in  the  benefit  • 
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to  the  fcore,  for  the  encouragement  of  merchants  j  whkk 
ba«  been  but  lately  laid  afide.  It  has  been  fince  thought* 
that  the  gentlemen  farmers,  and  the  tenants*  were  too 
liberal  in  this  conceffia*,  Once  that  country,  which  had 
the  a  fea-ports  of  Berwick  and  Eyemouth,  could,  and 
did,  in  fome  years,  fumhh  from  40,000  to  60,000  bolls  of 
com  to  the  market,  would  have  been  conftantly  applied 
to,  without  fuch  inducement  by  the  corn*merchants  at 
Edinburgh,  and  other  towns.  It  had,  however,  a  good 
effeft ;  as,  inftcad  of  commiffions  being  only  given  to  cor- 
respondents at  the  fea»ports,  to  purchafe  certain  quanta 
ties  of  grain,  the  agents  of  die  merchants  came,  and,  ao- 
fiding  in  Berwitk  for  fame  time,  dealt  tbemfelves  with 
the  farmers  upon  the  fpor.  This  market,  before  but  par- 
tially opened,  gave  frefh  vigour  to  the  operations  of  the 
plough,  and  prompted*  efpecially,  the  preparing  and  ma?- 
nuring  of  more  land,  for  wheat  crops,  that  brought  round 
fuxns  into  the  hands  of  the  hufbandnien.  Their  gains 
were,  as  yet,  no  more  than  what  their  great  ezpenfe,  in 
the  purchafe  of  lime,  and  their  other  labour,  required: 
But  the  honeft  ground  of  that  wealth,  to  which  they  af- 
terward attained,  was  now  laid  on  that  perfevering  in* 
duftry,  joined  with  much  economy  in  their  manner  of 
living,  which  they  continued  to  pra&fe  and  exemplify. 

Chirnfide  Hill  was  as  much,  and  rather  more,  adapted* 
to  pafturage,  than  to  agriculture ;  and  it  has  been  men- 
tioned, what  (cores  of  fheep,  and  black  cattle;  traverfed 
the  common  field.  Confined  within  the  bounds  of  each  he- 
ritors poffeffion,  after  the  divifion  of  the  lands,  it  requir- 
ed fome  time,  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  farmers,  be- 
fore either  their  pafture,  or  their  breed,  could  be  amend*, 
ed.  Purpofes  of  this,  particularly  with  refpeft  to  the 
flieep,  Were  entertained ;  but,  as  yet,  the  enclosures,  ex- 
cept 
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eept  thole  of  Whitehall,  were  few,  and  not  properly  pre. 
pared  to  receive  them.   The  few  wedders  and  ewes,  kept 
by  the  gentlemen  for  domeftic  ufe,  had  wftni&ed  them 
in  the  profits  to  he  made  of  this  ufefu!  animal ;  than 
which*  if  duly  fed,  end  attended  to,  no  other  can  he  turn* 
fd  to  more  account.    The  laying  down  of  lands,  manu- 
red, and  in  good  condition,  for  paiture,  was  one  of  the 
greateft  ohje&s  in  husbandry  \  becaufe,  by  means  of  it, 
land  could  be  rafted  fromexhau&ing  corn  crops,  a*d  yet 
produce  what  was  equal  to  the  beft  value  of  them.    This 
could  not  be  doubted,  when  experience  ihowed  what 
fields,  of  a  more  early,  and  fweeter  graft,  than  the  natu- 
ral kind,  could  be  obtained,  by  the  f  owing  of  white  clo- 
ver-feed.   The  ufe  and  advantage  of  the  red  clover,  mix- 
ed with  rye-grafs  feed,  bad  alfo  been  proved  in  the  liunu 
riancy  of  its  crops,  that  might  be  cut  for  the  labouring 
cattle,  or  jaade  into  hay.    The  neighbourhood  of  Nor* 
dmmberknd,  where  much  attention  had  been  paid  to  the 
breed  of  Tories,  afforded  the  opportunity  of  improving 
that  of  the  country,   when  now  the  ploughing  with 
oxen  began  to  be  difufed,  and,  in  the  lighter  bads,  the 
more  expeditious  and  tradable  two-horfe  draught,  to  be 
adopted.    Jn  general,  it  appeared,  by  the  improvements 
in  hufbandry  made  by  the  gentlemen  farmers,  that  its 
progtefe  was  fuch,  as  to  combine  the  proper  and  advanta- 
geous breed  of  all  the  live  flock  upon  farms,  and  efpecial- 
ly  that  of  fheep,  with  the  growth  of  corn.  Whence  might 
be  added,  the  profits  of  the  diary,  to  thafe  of  the  barn* 
floor ;  and,  in  particular  feafons,  the  defeds  of  the  latter 
be,  in  fome  meafure,  compenfated  by  the  benefits  of  the 
JKmer  #, 

In 

•  While,  yet,  the  enclosed  tod  meliorated  Itndt  were  retained  in  the 
foQeffioa  of  the  proprietory  the  culture  of  potatoes  in  the  fields  had  been 

tried 
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.  In  confluence  of  all,  thofe  improvements,  agricnltnre 

and  bufbandrj,  in  the  two  baronies  of  die  pariflj,  were 

ftft  advancing  to  that  fignal  ftage  at  which  they  are  now 

arrived.    Not  only  all  the  infield,  bat  almoft  the  whole 

outfield  and  moor-land,  was,  from  the  year  1770  to  the 

1780, 

tried  with  orach  fuccefs.  A  vegetable  that  could  be  eafily  reared,  and  at 
little  ezpenfe,  which,  deniable  at  the  tables  of  the  rich,  afforded  a  whole- 
ibme  and  cheap  food  to  the  poor,  and  might  be  used  in  place  of  bread, 
appeared  to  defenre  the  attention  and  labour  of  the  hoJfaandman  in  a  great 
degree.  But  the  production  of  it  in  large  quantities,  was  foon  found  to 
reduce  the  value  to  little  or  nothing.  As  it  could  not  anfwer  all  the  pur. 
pofes  of  corn-meml,  it  could  never  be  made  fnch  an  object  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  lind,  or  the  public  in  general,  as  the  latter.  Crops  of  potatoea 
came,  therefore,  to  be  regarded  as  fubfidiary  only  to  thofe  of  grain ;  fo 
ufeful,  indeed,  thaj  they  could  not  be  .wanted  in  the  moft  plentiful  years ; 
and,  in  thofe  of  fcarcity,  would  keep  lower  the  price  of  meal,  when  poor 
families,  having  the  refource  of  ;potatoes,  would  require  fmaller  quanti- 
ties of  it.  Hie  fine  light  mould  of  Chirnfide  crofts,  was  well  adapted  to 
their  production;  and  accordingly,  all  the  common  kinds,  were  advanta- 
geoufly  cultivated  by  the  acre-men ;  while  the  farmers  found  it  of  equal 
benefit  to  themfelves  and  their  cottagers,  to  have  a  proper  fupply  of  them, 
in  every  leafon.  In  this  ftage  of  agriculture,  and  from  about  the  year  1760, 
or  1765,  the  S.  croft  land  had  rifeo  from  la  aad  15,  to  16  and  ao  mil- 
lings. The  price  of  a  Cummer's  graft  for  a  cow,  in  in  enclofure,  was  a  gui- 
nea ;  open,  but  improved  fields,  laid  down  In  grafs,  were  rated  at  16  (hil- 
lings :  Still  the  value  of  land  was  advanced,  not  only^n  fields  of  10,  20,  or 
50  acres,  but  in  extend ve  farms.  A  great  encouragement  to  it  arofe  from 
the -cultivation  and  growth  of  field  turnips ;  by  means  of  which  a  food, 
cheaper,  and  more  nouriflring  than  hay,  could  be  procured  for  the  winter 
maintenance  of  weep  and  black  cattle.  Befidcs  this  important  ufe,  no 
plant  was  found  to  meliorate  the  land  fo  much,  by  delivering  it  from 
all  weeds.  It  might  be  cultivated  to  advantage,  either  in  broad  caft  or 
in  drills.  The  repeated  hoeings  requulte  to  reduce  the  immenfe  vege- 
tation of  the  plants,  fo  that  thofe  allowed  to  remain  might  grow  to  a 
ufeful  lize,  might  be  reckoned  the  only  considerable  expenfe  attending 
the  culture  of  the  turnips,  fed  on  which,  more  milk  could  be  got  from* 
the  cows  in  winter ;  the  (heep  and  black  cattle,  kept  in  good  condition, 
or  fome  of  the  latter  being  taken  up  and  (tall-fed,  might  be  fattened  aad 
well  fold  to  the  butcher  market  in  the  fpring. 
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178",  either  enclofed,  or  put  into  an  improved  condition* 
Knowledge  and  flrill,  in  the  two  great  departments  of 
fanning,  were  gradually  fo  promoted,  that  in  any  offer* 
cd  farm,  whether  by  a  firft  entry  to  it,  or  by  a  renewal 
of  his  former  leafe,  every  farmer  of  ordinary  under-* 
{landing  could  judge  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  rent, 
and  conditions  propofed  to  him.  What  flocking  was  re* 
quired,  what  ezpenfe  for  lime,  what  (hare  might  be 
taken  by  him  in  the  coft  of  enclofures,  and  to  what  ac- 
count his  proper  management  of  the  lands  in  culture, 
by  the  plough  or  in  pafture,  might  be  turned,  were 
matters  not  of  vague,  but  nearly  of  a  juft  and  certain 
computation.  By  all  the  principal  farmers,  as  well  as 
the  gentlemen,  the  powers  of  the  feveral  forts  of 
ploughs,  the  Scotch,  the  Englifli,  the  feathered-fock, 
and  the  plain,  the  drill,  and  others  of  later  invention, 
were  known,  and  fueh  of  them  ufcd  as  fuited  the  dif- 
ferent grounds  to  be  laboured  *. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  the  letting,  and  taking  of  land, 
tt  the  rates,  to  be  immediately  mentioned,  appeared  to  be 

Vol.  XIV.  C  tdative 

*  In  the  covrfc  of  the  period  mentioned,  when  number*  of  mw  farm* 
were  <afcra  upon  the  outfield  and  moorland*,  through  the  country,  lire 
ftock  of  every  kind  role  to  a  high  value,  on  account  of  the  vaft  demand 
for  them.  The  yoke  «*f  oxen  advanced  from  id  and  IlL  to  I5L  and 
161.;  and  the  (core  of  (keep,  of  the  heft  Lammermuir  breed,  to  about 
vac  feme  fum.  The  price  of  horfiu  came  to  furpafr  all  conception'.  Thoft 
foficient  for  the  plough  and  cart  could  not  be  bought  lower  than  15U 
or  1 61 ;  and  the  faddle  ones  of  fize,  bore  much  the  fame  price.  Thit 
phenomenon  continued,  atd,  in  late  years,  grew  more  wonderful,  by  the 
ftill  greater  rife  of  the  horfe-market.  h  11  afcrihed  to  many  of  the! 
alfleft  fannera  dafcontinuing  their  ufual  breed  of  horfes,  while  they  be- 
fore* fb  much  amnion  to  the  iacreafe  of  their  Jheep  and  black  cattle. 
The  well  country  and  Irifli  horfet,  thua  becoming  almoft  the  onjy  frpprf 
«f  the  market,  the  price  put  upon  them  might  be  Chid  to  be  1 
Ac  datkri  in  them  plcafcd. 
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relative  to  thofe  farms,  in  which  large  tracks  of  new? 
ground  were  to  be  opened,  and  manured  with  lime.  Ex- 
perience had  proved,  that  the  foil,  efpecially  if  light, 
might  be  fo  ftimulated,  as  in  2  or  3  years,  to  lofe  its  fer- 
tility altogether,  and  could  not  admit  of  repair,  but  by 
being  laid  down  in  grafs  pafture,  for  a  confiderable  time; 
teftri&ions,  therefore,  were  to  beprefcribed  to  the  tenants, 
with  refpeft  to  this,  by  fpecial  articles  in  their  leafes. 
The  limiting  the  quantity  of  fuch  hurtful  culture,  and 
how  long  the  land  was  to  be  refted,  in  cafe  the  leafe  was 
to  be  extended  to  a  number  of  years,  afforded  fome  ground 
of  difcord.  The  keeping  up  of  the  fences,  either  already 
made  by  the  landlord,  or  to  be  afterward  reared  by  corn- 
pad  with  the  tenants,  at  a  mutual  expenfe,  likewife  oc- 
cafioned  hefitation  on  the  part  of  the  latter.  But  where 
thefe  points  did  not  impede  agreements,  large  farms 
were  let  in  the  parifh  at  Several  prices,  from  the  low. 
eft  at  1 28.  to  the  higheft  at  20s.  the  acre ;  the  inter, 
mediate  rates,  and  thefe  not  reckoned  the  deareft,  being 
about  1 6s.  The  fouth  croft  land  rofc  from  above  2cs.  to 
3CS.,  and  that  of  the  north  to  25s. 

Having  thus  traced  the  progrefs,  both  of  the  value 
and  improvements  of  the  whole  lands  in  the  parifh,  du- 
ring a  courfe  of  45  years,  and  mown  how  they  kept 
pace  with  each  other,  the  refult  of  the  inveftigation  pre- 
fents  the  comparative  and  ftatiftical  eftimate  of  land 
property.  The  farms  which,  in  the  beginning  of  that 
period,  gave,  at  an  average,  3s.  the  acre,  now  give  12s.; 
and  thofe  at  the  medium  of  5s.  now  afford  acs.  j  whence 
the  increafe  of  the  real  rent  appears  to  be  quadruple* 
That  this  advancement,  apparently  vail,  was  no  greater 
than  the  produce  of  the  lands  in  their  cultivated  ftate, 
and  th*  raifed  value  of  their  various  produ&ions  could 

admit, 
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admit,  we  have  this  inconteftible  proof,  and  which  does 
much  credit  both  to  the  landlords  and  the  tenants  : — In 
all  the  large  farms,  taken  in  the  parifh,  for  20  years 
back  and  more,  there  are  only  2  or  3  inftances  in  which 
a  change  of  the  tenants  (12  in  number,  whenthofe  of 
the  mills  are  reckoned ),  has  taken  place ;  and  in  one 
of  thefe  inftances,  there  was  a  furceafe  of  the  fami- 
ly of  the  tenant.  With  this  fmall  exception,  the  pre- 
fent  tenants  are  either  thofe  who  have  fucceeded  to 
former  leafes  of  their  fathers,  or,  being  in  poffeffion  of 
their  own  for  many  years,  have  renewed  them  again. 
If  it  be  alked,  What  are  their  circumftances  ?  The  an- 
fwer  is,  They  are  npt  only  thofe  of  credit  and  wealth, 
but  that  fome  of  the  farmers  are  in  fuch  a  degree  of 
both,  as  will  probably  raife  the  rank  of  their  families. 

But  a  miftake  is  here  to  be  taken  notice  of,  too  rea- 
dily entertained,  either  by  the  invidious  or  the  fuperfi- 
cial  fpeculators,  on  what  has  been  ftated  above,  of  the 
quadrupled  value  of  land  property ;  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  what  has  been  proved,  that  the  tenants  have  profited 
highly  by  this  event,  rafhly  conclude,  that  the  proprie- 
tors are  the  only,  or  greateft  gainers  in  confequence  of 
it.  So  far  is  this  opinion  from  being  juft,  that  it  may 
be  affirmed,  on  the  contrary,  that  had  the  landlords,  ei- 
ther here  or  in  mod  other  parts  of  the  S.  of  Scotland, 
forborn  their  exertions,  and  fpared  their  expenfes  of 
improvement,  their  rents,  in  the  progreflive  courfe  of 
trade  and  population  in  the  Britifh  dominions,  would 
have  been,  by  this  time,  more  than  doubled  to  them. 
But  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  fome  of  tljem,  when  they 
reckon  the  coft  of  their  agricultural  improvements, 
▼ill,  for  the  fake  of  the  good  done  to  their  country^ 
C  2  adopt 
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adopt  the  fentiment  of  Old  Hefiod,  and  fey,  that  tit  half 
profit  is  better  than,  the  vJbob.      * 

Wherever  the  lands,  in  any  country,  are  cultivated 
jn  the  manner,  and  to  the  extent,  that  has  been  repre- 
sented, there  an  increafed  population  muil  take  place. 
For,  whether  the  proprietors  retain  and  improve  their 
own  lands,  or  let  them  to  tenants,  the  greater  the  ex- 
tent  of  the  culture  is,  the  more  hands  are  required  to 
carry  it  forward.     To  this  aflcrtion,  it  will  be  obje&ed, 
that  the  heritor  may  caft  around  his  manfion^houfe  plea* 
fure-grounds,  or  extenfive  iheep-fields,   which  employ 
few  labouring  people ;  but,  befides  that  the  inftances  of  the 
firft  cafe  are  rare,  and  confined  to  the  greateft  proprie- 
tors,  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  unlefs  mere  wildernefles 
be  created  by  them,  in  place  of  fine  lawns,  or  walks  of 
pleafure,  fuch  works,  as  (he  latter,  cannot,  be  accompliih- 
ed  without  a  vail  deal  of  previous  cultivation,  and  calling 
in  labourers  of  feveral  kinds.     As  to  their  (beep-fields, 
if  tie  flock  much  exceed  one  convenient  for  domeftic  fer- 
Tices,  they  mud  have  the  knowledge,  and  exert  all  the 
attention,  of  real  hufbandmen,  to  find  this  fole  ufe  of  their 
lands  always  profitable ;  for  even  the  bed  iubftitution  of 
the  management  will  prove  defective,     Thus,  in  the  or- 
dinary courfe  of  things,  it  mud  come  to  pafs,  as  it  ought 
to  do,  that  the  proprietors  of  lands,  to  whom  it  belongs 
to  begin  all  new  improvements,  and  to  verify  in  pra&ice 
their  good  effects,  will  not  find  it  for  their  iotereft,   or 
their  4>lcafure?  to  ad  the  part  °f  real  farmers,  for  a  length 
of  time,  and  beyond  a  moderate  extent.     It  is  their  pro- 
vince to  (how,  what  may,  and  fhould  be  done  ;  but  as  the 
uimoft  reach  of  their  labpur  is.  limited,  and  niuft  be  flow 
in  the  progrefs,  the  cxtenfion  of  agriculture  over  any 
.    \arge  diftrid  of  a  country,  muft  be  looked  for,  and  can 

only 
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mly  come  from  the  letting  of  farms  to  tenants ;  tbtit 
clafs  of  people,  who,  accuftomed  to  all  the  care,  induftry, 
and  labour  require.!  in  hufbandry*  will  be  able  to  produce 
more  from  their  fields,  aad  make  more  of  what  is  produ- 
ced, than  any  landlord  can, do. 

It  has  been  faid,  and  often  repeated  and  believed,  that 
the  letting  farms  of  large  extent  to  tenants,  as  well  as 
the  retention  pf  them  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors, 
was  a  great  and  public  grievance,  and  the  caufe  of  the 
depopulation  of  many  of  the  old  villages  in  Scotland.  But 
that,  furcly,  cannot  be  called  a  grievance,  which,  in  its 
aim  and  iffue,    was  productive  of  the  greatcft  public 
good.      The    queftion    wasf    How   the    outfield   lands 
were  to  be  brought  to  a  ftate  of  culture  ?  Thofe  lands 
that  la/  without  the   reach  of  dung,   and  to  which 
none  could  be   afforded,   and   that  for    fucceffire  ge* 
nerations,  had  yielded  only  fuch  miferable  crops,   as 
were  not  worth  the  labour.     Without  a  migration  of 
tenants  to  them,  or  the  proprietors  becoming  the  farm* 
era,  there  was  not  a  poflibiJity  of  their  being  meliorated. 
But  what  tenants  could,  or  would  go  forth  to  an  en- 
terprife  newj  and  juftly  accounted  hazardous  to  t:iem  ? 
None,  certainly,  but  thofe  who  had  fome  more  ftock, 
and  either  fuperior  (kill  or  more  boldnefs,  than  others* 
Even  to  fuch,  the  removal  from  the  known  iijfield  cul- 
ture to  the  bare  outfield,  would  appear  a  fort  of  exile, 
and  a  Hiking  of  their  fubftancc.     They  had,  therefore, 
many  allowances  made  to  them  by  the  landlords  j— * 
leafes  as  long  as  they  defired  *  and  when  the  manure 
of  marl  and  lime  was  introduced,  ether  advantageous 
cooceflions  that  have  been  mentioned.     Yet,  upon  the 
divifion  of  the  barony  lands,  there  were  only  three  of 
fuch  farms  fet  off  by  the  late  Mr.  Hall.     In  confequence 
of  %  or  3  of  the  tenants  in  the  village  removing  to  thefe 

farms 
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farms,  and  the  lands  they  left  being  caft  into  allotments, 
not  agreeable,  or  not  accommodated,  to  fome  of  the  re- 
maining huibandmen,  4  or  5  of  them  are  reported  to 
have  quitted  their  places  ;  a  diminution  of  the  village 
people  fo  inconfiderable,  as  hardly  deferves  to  be  men- 
tioned ;  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered,  that  their  room 
would  be  fupplied  either  by  other  tenants,  or  the  ac- 
count of  their  families  equalled  by  the  addition  made  to 
the  numbers  of  Mr.  Hall's  day-labourers,  called  groat 
men;  of  which  a  confiderable  number  was  retained  through- 
out the  year,  for  the  purpofes  of  ditching,  hedging,  and 
fence-building,  and  other  works  carried  on  in  the  exten- 
sive plantations  of  Whitehall.  The  2  other  heritors, 
who  farmed  their  own  eftates,  found  it  ncceflary,  for 
fimilar  reafions,  to  keep  their  people  about  them ;  fo 
that,-  for  a  courfe  of  years,  the  village  continued  to  have 
nearly  the  fame  number  of  houfes  and  inhabitants.  Nor 
were  thefe,  diminiflied  by  the  prefent  proprietor ;  who, 
engaging  in  operations  of  hufbandry,  extended  over  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  his  lands,  required  fo  many  plough- 
men, or  hinds,  and  work  people  of  feveral  forts,  that 
they  '&nd  their  families  were  not  reckoned,  at  a  grofs 
compenfation,  to  be  fewer  than  90  or  a  ico,  kept  up 
during  a  currency  of  10  or  12  years.  This  circumftance 
merits  fpecial  attention,  when  we  come  now  to  give  an 
account  of  the  population  of  Chirnfide,  increafed  much 
beyond  what  could  be  expected  from  any  particular  ad- 
vantage in  its  local  fituation  (excepting  its  faiubrity,  and 
its  free  ftone  quarries),  and  furpaffing  that  of  any  other 
fuch  village  in  the  (hire  *. 

The 

*  Advanced  cultivation  of  the  fields  brings  along  with  it  an  augmented 
population  to  every  village,  or  towufiup,  in  adjacency  to  it,  vnleit  there 
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The  ftatement  now  to  be  given  of  the  prefent  popu- 
lation of  the  village  and  parilh  of  Chirnfide,  will  fuffi* 
ciently  verify  what  has  been  afferted  of  the  unqueftion- 
able  effefi  of  the  land  culture,  to  advance  it  in  a  fignal 
degree,  in  any  other  fuch  country  place,  which  has  the 
advantage  of  a  natural  good  foil,  and  where  the  land- 
lords are  not  referved  in  granting  feus,  or  many  years 
leafes  of  grounds  for  houfes  ;  although  that  village  were 
but  indifferently  favoured,  by  the  fituation,  for  the  intro- 
duction of  any  very  confideraole  manufacture.  This 
confideration  deferves  more  regard  than  what  now  ap- 
•  pears 

be,  what  obtained  too  long  in  many  places  of  Scotland,  an  averfion  on  the 
(art  of  the  heritor*,  to  grant  grounds  for  houfes  and  areas  neceffary  to 
them,  cither  in  the  mode  of  raw  tenures,  or  of  long  leafes,  reckoned  equi* 
valent  to  them.    The  objections  to  thefe  tenures,  as  either  difedvantage- 
ons,  or  inconvenient  alienations  of  their  property,  were  not  foon  overcome 
among  the  landlords  in  general.     But  offers  and  felicitations  for  them  be- 
coming more  frequent,  it  appears;  that,  in  the  year  1767,  9  of  them  had 
been  admitted  by  Mr.  Hall,  and  his  predectffor,  in  the  form  of  long  leafes; 
yet  it  was  not  till  the  year  177c,  that  a  progrelfive  addition,  both  to  the 
rented  houfes  of  the  village,  and  thofe  in  leafes,  was  gradually  carried  oa, 
to  the  1790,  which  muy  be  reckoned  that  of  the  prefent  eftabliihment  of 
the  village  as  to  the  number,  and  condition  of  its  houfes ;  although,  in  the 
two  following  years,  fome  new  ones  were  built.    In  this  manner,  while 
the  principal  heritor  added  to  his  houfes  in  property,  a  certain  number  at 
interval*  of  time,  and  granted  fuch  leafes  of  grounds,  as  have  been  men* 
t toned,  to  purchafers,  a  new  town  may  be  faid  to  have  been  built  between 
the  two,  in  the  courfe  of  11  or  %%  years  ;  the  former  being  reckoned  to 
have  creeled  20  houfes,  and  the  latter  a6.    Thofe  of  the  proprietors  build- 
ing are,  fcveral  of  them,  accommodated  to  the  reception  of  a  or  3  families, 
and  1  or  a  capable  of  containing  as  many  more ;  fo  that  there  cannot  be  now, 
as  formerly,  any  computation  made  of  the  number  of  families  from  that 
of  the  houfes.  All  the  new  ones  are  neatly  conftru&ed  of  free  ftone,  fome 
of  them  having  a,  and  others  3  {lories;  31,  or  more  of  them,  are  covered 
with  red  tiles,  and  5  with  blue  Hates ;  and  a  few,  for  which  other  heri- 
tors have  afforded  ground,  have  the  lately  approved  covering  of  the  corded 
thatch.     • 
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pears  to  be  paid  to  it ;  when  our  fpeculations  of  ad- 
vancement in  opulence  and  population  are  turned,  al- 
moft  wholly,  upon  the  multiplication  and  encourage* 
ment  of  cotton-mills,  and  other  fuch  manufactures,  as 
eorrefpond  not  only  to  the  domeftic  ufe  and  confumption 
of  their  articles,  but  fuppofe  the  greateft  imaginable 
foreign  demand  for  them,  the  benefit  of  which  cannot 
be  long  affured  to  any  particular  nation,  from  the  rival- 
fhip  of  it'  in  other  countries,  the  change  of  fafliion  in 
clothes  and  drefs,  and  the  variable,  and  often  unaccount- 
able fluctuation  of  commerce  from  one  feat  of  it  to  an* 
other.  The  only  commodities  that  have  a  never-failing 
confumption,  and  a  perpetual  requisition  for  them,  are 
the  firil  gifts  of  Providence  to  man,  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  improved  and  extended  by  his  labour,  and  the 
cattle  multiplied  over  a  thoufand  hills.  In  the  pofleffion 
of  thefe,  the  natural  ftrength  of  any  nation  13  placed, 
and  the  riches  derived  from  them  are  Aire.  The  Bri- 
tish ifles,  peculiarly  fuited  to  the  attainment  of  this  in- 
ternal and  permanent  opulence,  require  only  to  join  to 
it,  and  their  home  manufactures,  the  fiiheries  of  their 
feas,  to  have  a  population  unimpaired  by  long  unhealthy 
ful  foreign  voyages,  and  unconfumed  by  the  difperfioo 
of  their  inhabitants,  in  colonies,  over  evttj  climate,  of 
the  earth,  which,  not  thriving,  arc  the  burials  of  them ; 
and  when  profpering,  either  draw  more  benefit  than  they 
give  to  the  parent  countries,  or  throw  altogether  off  their 
connexion  with  them.  But  if,  in  the  world  of  Europe, 
as  it  has  gone  for  feme  centuries,  and  may  proceed, 
there  be  fome  political  neceffity,  that  fuch  commercial 
and  colonial  enterprifes  mould  be  promoted,  yet,  fure- 
ly,  the  ardour  for  them,  whether  it  arifes  from  a  fup~ 
poled  augmentation  of  public  credit,  and  branches  of 

revenue, 


bfCbirnjtic*  25 

revenue,  or  party  gains,  ought  not  to  be  pufhed  fo  far 
as  to  be  injurious  to  the  internal  welfare  of  the  people 
at  large.  It  will  be  endangered,  and  Suffer  feveral  ways, 
if  a  proper  balance  between,  agriculture  and  commerce 
b£  not  attended  to,  and,  as  much  as  poffible,  maintained. 
If*  for  the  fake  of  working  up  a  multiplicity  of  ma** 
terials  for  the  purpofes  of  the  latter,  the  bulk  of 
our  common  people  be  drawn  into  the  cities  and  ma» 
nufa&uring  towns,  fo  that  the  country  villages^  whence 
znuft  come  food  and  provifiona  for  the  whole  com* 
munity,  are  left  with  a  fcarcity  of  labourers  in  hut 
bandry,  the  farmers  muft  then  either  pay  fuch  ex* 
travagant  wages  as  the  defective  number  of  them  will 
infift  upon,  and  consequently  raife  the  prices  of  their 
corn  and  cattle,  or  elfe  be  induced  to  diminifh  the  land 
culture,  and  look  for  their  profit  to  their  live  flock, 
which  can  be  managed  with  the  feweft  hands.  In  years 
unfavourable  to  the  growth  of  corn,  this  abatement  of 
its  fowing  will  be  fenfibly  felt.  A  loud  cry,  for  its 
dearth,  foon. comes  from  the  manufacturing  towns.  The 
journeymen  threaten  to  leave  their  work,  or  to  have 
higher  wages.  Perhaps,  too,  a  manufacture  unfuccefs- 
ful,  or  not  anfwering  the  expectations  of  its  matters, 
breaks  up.  The  difbanded  workmen  crowd  into  cities, 
already  in  tumult,  and  increafe  the  unhappy  commo- 
tions. 

Bnt,  here,  dropping  this  difagreeable  part  of  the  Sub- 
ject, we  only  Subjoin,  that  tv^ry  landlord,  who,  by  his 
encouragement  of  agriculture,  and  affording  room  for 
the  cftablifhment  of  houfes,  cherifhes  the  village  in- 
dustry and  population,  is  worthy  of  much  p raife.  He 
promotes  that  labour  absolutely  neceflary  to  the  life  of 
man,  and  which,  while  it  multiplies  the  Species,  tends 
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to  preferve  tljem,  in  a  ftate  the  leaft  liable  to  be  ctfv 
rupted  ;  and  proves  a  counter  check  to  the  employment 
of  the  great  body  of  the  common  people  in  thofe  arts* 
which  the  prevalence  of  luxury,  and  the  unbounded  ex* 
tenfion  of  foreign  commerce  require,  but  that  are  not 
carried  on  in  any  nation,  without  the  morality  of  the 
lower  clafles  being  vitiated  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  may 
foon  become  definitive  of  its  welfare. 

Population*— -According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  in  17559  was  383  *.  The  ftate  of  the 
population  in  the  year  1791,  is  exhibited  in  the  fbl* 
lowing  table. 


Souls  in  the  village,, 

6*09 

16  ditto,          -3-48 

—  in  the  country, 

35* 

a  ditto,          -2.4 

-  ■ 

9  ditto,          -1-9 

Total, 

061 

Mafons,             -             -               15 

i-1.-- 

Carpenters,            -            -          i» 

Families  in  the  village,     - 

»5° 

Spinning-wheel  wrights,                 z 

-     ■     in  the  country. 

64 

Coopers,                                          4 

Males, 

485 

Thatchers,        .         .          „        7 

Females,        ... 

476 

Weavers,                                       12 

Below  io, 

ado 

Dyer,                                                t 

Between  10  and  20, 

17S 

Tailors,              -              -             10 

ao  and  30, 

X41 

Shoemakers,            -            -        xo 

30  and  40, 

"5 

Smiths,        -            -                       $ 

40  and  50, 

i°3 

Gardeners,                                         7 

50  and  6*o, 

73 

Corn-merchant,                                1 

60  and  70, 

«3 

Shop-keepers,           -            -6 

70  and  80, 

a7 

Brewer,  &c.        -        •        -         1 

80  and  90, 

k4 

Publicans,        ...        5 

5  families,  of           8 

40 

Butcher,                                           1 

10  ditto,                     7 

7° 

Carrieis,  between  Bertrick,  Chtrn- 

4  ditto,                     6 

*4  1 

fide  and  Edinburgh,,  once   a- 

94  ditto,                     5 

47° 

wcek,                                         * 

74  families,  of          4 

296  ' 

Sheepf 


T  *  From  a  calculation  made  by  Dr.  Anderfon,  he  computes  the  popula- 
tion of  the  village  of  Chirnfide,  and  of  the  country  part  of  the  parifh,  to 
Have  been  $95  »*  or  abont  the  year  1740;  and  thinks  Dr.  Webfier*^ 
jipcrt  refpe&s  examinable  perfooonly. 
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Sbtep,  Black  Cattle,  &c. — It  is  almoft  unneceflary  to 
Hate  the  number  of  fheep,  black  cattle  and  hoifcs,  either 
•in   the  barony,  or    whole  parifh  of  Chirnfide,  compa* 
ratively,  with  what  it  was  30  or  40  years   ago;  for 
it  is   not  in  the  fuperior  number,  but  in   the  better 
breed  and  condition  of  thofe  animals,  that  the  great  dif- 
ference appears.  It  is.fuch,  indeed,  in  boththefe  refpe&s, 
throughout  the  parifh,  as  to  be  in  proportion  to  .the  pre- 
fent  general  meliorated  ftate  of  the  land,  compared  with 
its  former  fterility.  Befides  the  improvement  of  the  breed 
of  the  fheep.  by  commixture  with  the  larger  kinds  of 
-Cheviot,  and  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkfhite,  which  the 
gentlemen  farmers,  and  the  tenants  of  the  richeft  lands 
have  procured,  even  the  original  Lammermuir  fort  has 
grown  much  in  fize,  and  in  the  value  of  their  fleeces,  by 
their  better  pafture.     Of  the  firft,  none  are  fold  lower 
than  30  s.,  and  the  fecond  give  a  guinea,  and  above  it. 
Neither  of  them  are  expofed,  as  .formerly, , to  beflarv- 
ed,  for  want  of  fodder  in  the  winter  Jltorms ;  but  both 
have,  befides  fome  quantity  pf  hay,  .the  more  ample  pro- 
vifion  of  the  field-turnips  made  for  them.     Of  the  two, 
fo  bred  and  nourifheg,  we  can  reckon  in  the  barony  a- 
bout  80  fcore ;  while  the  flocks  in  the  extenfive  farms  of 
the  two  Idingtons  and  of  Blackburn,  may  be  computed 
at  near  a  half  of  that  number.     The  black  cattle  in  the 
barony,  including  in  it,  as  before,  .the  farms  of  Nine* 
wells,  are  not  fewer  than  14  fcore.    The  oxen  are  either 
of  the  Fife  breed,  or  thofe  got  at  the  .tryfts  of  Jsdkirk 
and  Crieff.     Some  of  them,  when  put  into  good  condi- 
tion, are  fold,  at  the  Dunfe  and  Berwick  fairs,  to  Eng- 
Jifh  drovers  ;  others  are  difpofed  of  at  home,  either  for 
working  cattle,  or  for  the  butcher.    The  flail  and  tur- 
D  2  nip- 
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nip-fed  are,  feme  of  them,  of  the  large  Engtilh  breed. 
The  cows  are  of  ▼arums  kinds  ;  but  moftly  (excepting 
•  few  Highlanders)  of  the  Dutch  or  large  fize.  The 
number  of  horfes  taken  up,  in  the  179a,  as  liable  to  th$ 
ftatute  labour,  and  comprehending  in  it  16  mares  with 
foals,  amounts  to  173 ;  and  to  it,  notyrithftanding  the 
prefent  enormous  price  of  horfes,  we  may,  at  a  guefc, 
add  15  or  ao  more  for  the  faddle. 

Upon  the  whole  of  the  agricultural  improvements, 
and  the  population  of  the  pariih,  it  is  to  be  remarked, 
not  only  that  the  latter  is  founded  upon,  and  grows 
from  the  former ;  whether  in  any  country  village  or 
townfhip,  or  in  the  other  parochial  diftri&s,  but  that 
the  increafe  of  the  population  of  both  will  be  more  or 
left,  according  as  the  improved  land  about  the  village  is 
either  readily  let  in  fmall  portions,  feued,  or  in  leafes  of 
many  years,  by  {he  proprietors,  or  with  referve,  or  a 
feftri&ion  to  yearly  tenants.  Wherever  the  artificers 
smd  tradefmen  thrive,  they  will  naturally  defire  to  make 
purchafes  upon  the  moft  liberal  footing ;  and  they  will 
prefer  having  them,  and  give  the  moft  for  them  in  the 
places  of  their  habitation,  and  where  they  have  already 
acquired  houfes  and  yards.  They,  by  this  means,  are 
fixed  upon  the  fpot,  and  their  pofterity  will  not  migrate 
from  it.  In  the  admiflion  of  yearly  tenants  of  acres,  or 
portions  of  them,  a  preference  is  always  due  to  the 
married,  before  the  unmarried.  The  former,  indeed, 
are  moftly  thofe  who  require  to  be  accommodated  with 
pieces  of  land ;  and  it  deferves  particular  notice,  how 
much  the  meliorated  ftate  of  it  enables  the  meaneft  of 
them,  who  are  induftrious,  to  fubfift  their  families.  Out 
of  an  acre,  although  rented  at  30s.,   a  day-labourer, 

without 
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without  any  other  expenfe  but  that  of  the  ploughing, 
and  without  abftra&ing  above  a  or  3  days  of  his  earn- 
ings throughout  the  year,  can  raife,  in  crops  of  corn, 
potatoes,  turnips  or  clover,  what  is,  at  leaft,  of  jl.  va- 
lue to  him,  and  what  he  could  not  obtain  with  that  mo- 
ney. The  maintenance  of  his  cow,  through  the  winter, 
that  moil  neceflary  article  attained,  by  him,  is  done  equal 
to  25s.  or  30s.  of  that  fum.  All  the  other  labour  his 
little  field  requires,  is  performed  by  him,  and  his  wife 
or  family,  at  fpare  hours.  The  difference  between  him 
and  tfie  artificer  is,  that  he  does  no  daily  work  at  home* 
and  yet  is  confined,  within  a  certain  distance,  for  hia 
employment ;  and  therefore  he  engages  himfelf,  at  a> 
low  daily  wage,  for  the  whole  year,  unlet  he  can  de- 
pend upon  having  jobbs  of  weekly  work  in  contintLj 
ance.  Excepting  the  fmiths  and  weavers,  the  other  ar- 
tificers and  trades  people  can  eafily  change  their  abodes, 
where  they  have  not  made  purchafes  of  hoofes ;  as  they 
have,  fo  generally,,  done  in  Chirnfide,  from  the  encou- 
ragement given  them,  joined  to  the  facility  and  cheap- 
nets  of  the  quarries  ** 

Antiquities* 


•  If  to  this  fixed  population  of  the  village  be  added,  that  of  dividing 
die  large  farms  iatoimalter  ones,  with  leafe*  only  of  a  moderate  extent 
the  population  in  the  parochial  diftricts  will  emulate  that  of  the  village ; 
and  in  the  refpe&s  that  have  been  mentioned,  iti  increale  will  be  prefer* 
able  to  it.  That  the  proprietors  fee  this  public  advantage  to  be  confiftent 
with  their  particular  intereft,  appears  by  the  fubdivrfions  already  made  m 
feme  of  the  greater  farms  of  the  parUh.  like  all  other  matters  that  have 
a  natural  courfe,  this  meafnre  cannot  fail,  gradually,  to  be  followed;  lb 
that,  as  it  was  found  neceflary,  in  the  firft  improvement  of  land,  that  ei- 
ther the  heritors  tnemielves  fhould  take  large  qnantities  of  it  into  tneir 
own  hands  for  melioration,  or  dfc  let  it  extenfively,  in  leafe*  of  many 

years 
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Antiquities* — When  monuments  of  antiquity  are  look* 
?d  for  and  found,  in  any  part  of  our  ifland,  they  are 
cither  Britifh  and  Druidical,  or  Roman,  or  Danifli  and 
Anglo-Saxon,  or  Norman,  or  thofe  introduced  in  the 
feudal  times ;  and,  perhaps,  fome  peculiar  .to  the  bor- 
ders of  Scotland  and  England.  Of  the  ift,  there  arc, 
apparently,  none  in  this  parHh.  The  fame  might  have 
fceen  faid  of  the  2d  dais,  had  not  the  accidental  .difco- 
very,  made  about  6  or  7  years  ago,  of  2  fmall  urns  or 
vafes,  of  the  fepulchral  form,  generally  acknowledged 
£0  be  Roman,  led  to  a  different  opinion.  In  digging  in- 
to a  bank  of  gravel,  rarely  found  in  this  country,  but 
«  ridge  of  which  rifes  upon  the  fouth  edge  of  Billy- 
mire,  the  picks  of  the  workmen  ilruck  upon  2  cavities, 
«bout  18  inches  below  the  furface  of  the  ground ;  from 
-each  of  which  fell  one  of  thefe  urns,  together  with  the 
fragments  of  human  ikeletons,  fkulls  and  bones.  Both 
.the  "urns  were  taken  up  entire,  and  remain  fo  in  the 
«oneffion  of  Mr.  Hall  of  Whitehall  \ 

That 


years  to  capable  tenants,  fo,  in  order  to  make  tho  moft  of  improved 
ground,  and  to  advance  its  cultivated  date,  it  becomes  equally  requifito  to 
contra  A  the  extent  of  the  farms,  and.br  the  admxffion  of  more  tenants -up- 
on ihortened,  but  reasonable  ieafes,  to  promote  a  more  fpecial  and  effec- 
tual melioration  of  the  lands,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  number  of 
jeople  collected  upon  them;  and  who,  as  knowledge,  in  the  various 
■branches  of  agriculture  increafes,  will  always  find  fuffictent  employment, 
.and  prove,  that  wherever  the  moil  abundant  food  and  provifion  for  man 
jmd  the  ferviceable  animals  is  produced,  there  the  moft,  or  very  remarkable 
4ncreafe  of  the  numbers  of  the  people,  will  certainly  take  place. 

*  They  are  compofed  of  common  red  clay,  about  the  height  of  a  human 
4pan,  and  have,  on  their  outfide,  fome  downward  ftrokes  of  coaife  mould- 
ing. The  cavities,  from  which  they  were  diflodged,  were  about  6  feet  ia 
Jeqgth,  and  their  breadth  nearly  equal  to  that  of  an  ordinary  grave*    Their 

fides 
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'  That  the  ancient  Caledonians  did  not  confume  witfc 
fire,  but  {imply  inter  their  dead,  and  that  the  monu~ 
ments  of  their  graves  were  only  the  heaped  clod,  or  the 
grey  ftone  ;  whence  fubfequently  came  the  accumulated 
cairns,  in  conformity  to  the  traditional  ordinance  of  the 
Norwegian,  or  Danifh  god  of  war,  Woden,  has  been 
commonly  admitted  among  antiquaries.  But  it  is  con- 
tended by  fome  of  them,  that  the  South  Britons  had 
adopted  the  cuftom  of  burning  the  bodies  of  their  deaa> 
from  their  continental  neighbours  in  Armorica  (the  in-* 
habitants  of  Bretagne)  in  ancient  Gaul  \  who  are  faid  « 
to  have  praftifed  it,  even  before  the  Romans  invaded 
Britain :  yet,  although  this  be  a  very  difputable  point, 
it  is  not  doubted,  that  the  ufage  of  the  conquerors  had 
been  partly  followed,  not  only  by  the  natives  of  the 
fubjugated  countries  in  the  S.,  but  alio  by  thofe  who- 
dwelt  between  the  2  Roman  walls  ;  fome  of  whom  being 
frequently  in  leagues,,  and  profeflcd  amity  with  that  ci~ 
vilized  people,  learned,  as  their  hiftorians  affirm,  many 
of  their  cuftoms  and  arts.  Hence,  it  is  alleged,  that 
fuch  numbers  of  their  fort  of  fepulchral  urns  have  been 
dug  up,  in  places  where  the  Romans  are  not  known  to 
4  have 


fide*,  rudely  conftrafted  of  (tones,  with  mortar  of  lime,  had  a  few  nnihapect 
flags  extended  over  them ;  upon  which  the  plough-fliare  appeared  to  have 
fometunei  grazed.  May  we  not,  therefore,  juflly  conclude,  that  at  or 
near  the  place  where  fuch  fepulchral  remains,  as  thofe  defcribed,  were 
farad,  fome  Roman  troops,  if  not  an  army,  had  taken,  not  only  their  paf- 
fcge,  bat  a  temporary  flation ;  efpecially,  as  it  would  require  fome  fpace  of 
time  for  burning,  in  their  manner,  and  collecting  the  bones  of  their  dead, 
or  flain ;  who,  when  of  rank,  were  diftinguiflied,  by  having  fome  more 
honoured  part  of  their  allies  put  into  urns ;  and  for  the  depofitieg  and  pre* 
Jcrvation  of  which,  the  gravelly  or  dricft  ground  was  always  looked  for,. 
and  cboftfl. 


d 


3t  Stati/iical  Account 

have  ever  carried  their  arms ;  to  that  nnkfs  they  be 
found  near  their  colonial  towns,  or  to  their  military 
xoadt,  or  acknowledged  veftige*  of  their  encampooents 
and  Hations,  they  are  more  likely  to  be  the  funeral  de- 
po£tt  of  the  Britons  than  of  the  Romans  *. 

Having 

•  But,  independent  of  the  veftige  of  a  Roman  highway,  which  it  not 
difcoverable  in  any  part  of  the  county,  hut  very  apparent  in  the  neigh- 
bouring, and  more  inland  one  of  Tiviotdale,  about  Jedburgh  or  Caerton 
Common,  we  have  the  heft  authority,  (that  of  Tacitus,  in  his  life  of  Agri- 
cola),  to  atfejt,  that  that  famous  commander  of  the  Roman  legions  marched 
in  this  tra&  of  the  eaft  coaft,  when,  after  having  invaded  Scotland  in  one 
campaign,  he  entered  it  again  with  more  powerful  forces.  Hit  land  ar- 
my, fays  that  hiftorian,  was  conducted  by  him  fo  near  the  fea,  at  to  keep 
fight,  at  much  at  poflible,  of  hit  fleet,  that  failed  along  the  coaft.  This  could 
not  poifibly  be  dose  by  him  in  this  pals  of  the  country,  to  any  advantage,  if 
he  marched  his  army  northward,  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  fea,  than 
that  of  Chirnfide  Hill.  In  a  mile  or  two  beyond  it,  the  hills  of  Lamaaer* 
mnir  arife,  and  are  fo  caft,  at  to  allow  only  of  forae  peeps  of  the  fea.  With- 
in its  diftance,  almoft  every  eminence  (hows'  it  in  more  extended  views ; 
fecfidea  this  paflage  into  Eaft  Lothian  being  (hotter,  and  left  mountainous. 
But,  we  shall  fuppofe,  that  he  kept  ftill  dofer  to  the  lea,  which  is  moil 
probable,  and  directed  his  march  on  this  fide  of  the  Tweed,  io  near  as  the 
towns  of  Ayton  and  Colflingham  now  ftand,  yet  it  is  hardly  to  be  thought, 
that  be  would  have  no  detached  party  of  his  troops,  to  cover  the  flank  of 
hit  army  on  that  fide,  when  he  was  entering  into  a  pals  of  the  country, 
unavoidable  and  difficult.  If  futh  a  neceflary  detschment  was  made  only 
at  a  or  3  miles  diftance,  to  obferve  the  enemy,  their  route,  a  little  weft- 
ward  from  the  main  body,  would  either  bring  them  to  Chirnfide  HiU,  or 
very  near  its  border.  Accordingly,  in  favour  of  this  fuppofition,  what  do 
we  meet  with,  hardly  fo  far  at  the  throw  of  a  javelin  from  its  fouth  extre- 
mity, but,  on  the  other  fide  of  Whittadder  that  bounds  this  parilh,  and  on 
the  ground  of  the  Allanbank  eftatc— a  place  called  Cheftcr-knows,  a 
name  of  aufpiciout  import  to  the  antiquary,  when  he  inveftigatet  the 
f  rogreflion  of  the  Roman  arms  in  Britain.  In  that  place,  he  might  have 
beheld  (as  the  writer  of  this  account  did  30  years  ago),  the  confpicuout  re- 
mains of  an  ancient,  or  very  old  military  entrenchment.  Mounds  of 
earth,  in  fignal  elevation,  and  evidently  artificial,  appeared  to  the  eye  at  a 
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Having  fiera  no  remains  of  the  Danifli,  or  Anglo- 
Saxon  antiquities,  but  thofe  of  the  cairns  above  men- 
tioned, we  come  to  obferve  what  appearances  there  are 
of  thje  feudal  kind,  efpecially  as  found  in  the  eaft  border 
of  the  two  kingdoms.  In  every  barony  fo  fituated,  and 
of  the  nobler  and  more  extenfive  fiefs,  there  was  gene- 
rally, jirft,  the  barOn's  caftle,  placed  either  on  the  ad- 
vantageous ground  of  a  hill  or  precipice;  or  in  the  en- 
virons of  a  running  water  or  fwamp.     In  fome  advan- 

Vol.  XIV.  E  ccd 

confiderable  diftance.  On  a  nearer  view,  the  ground  occupied  by  themj 
rifing  towards  Whittadder-bank,  facing  the  north,  and  almoft  perpendicu- 
lar, difcovcred  it  to  be  well  chofen  for  defence,  on  that  quarter;  while  a 
double,  or  triple  lint  of  ramparts,  fecured  it  upon  it*  declivity,  and  where 
it  was  acceffible.  They  Tun  -S.  and  W.,  and  in  a  ftraight  direction. 
There  appeared  to  be  veuiges  of  two  other  lines,  although  much  funk,  and 
then  partly  invaded  by  the  plough,  which  ruri  from  the  extremities  of  th* 
former  towards  the  bank  of  the  water.  The  whole  entrenchment  forming 
a  fqoare,  but  here  properly  made  oblong,  on  account  of  its  'contiguity  to 
Whittaddcr,  might  have  induced  any  antiquary  to  pronounce  it,  upon  a 
survey,  a  Roman  one.  Its  ramparts  are  now  very  much  demoli(hed,  yet 
toot  quite  overthrown,  by  the  repeated  attacks  of  the  hufbandman.  It  is  no 
firetch  of  fancy,  but  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  a  detachment  of  troops, 
moving  from  Cheftcr-kfeows  nortp  and  eaft  ward,  in  order  to  rejoin  their 
main  army,  and  having  to  pafs  Belly-mire,  in  the  direct  and  proper  line 
of  their  march,  would  be  attacked  by  their  enemies  in  the  defiles  to  be 
made,  at  that  deep  bog,  and  fufTer  conflderably  in  the  encounter,  although1 
they  might  gito  the  victory.  This  (upon  the  fuppofition  made),  appears 
to  have  been  tie  cafe  with  the  Romans ;  who,  having  repulfed  their  ene. 
mies,  with  the  loft  of  fome  of  their  captains,  had  time  to  find  out  the  ridge 
of  gravel  upon  the  bank  of  the  mire,  and  there  formally  depofit  their 
Urns.  Before  the  firft  mentioned  expedition  of  Julius  Agricola  into  Scot- 
land, committed  to  him  by  Titus  Vefpafian,  about  the  8oth  year  of  the 
Chriilian  sera,  this  country  was  but  very  imperfectly  known  to  the  Ro-' 
man*,  and  any  intercourse  with  the  natives,  cither  in  war  or  peace,  hardly 
began,  until  he  led  his  army  as  far  as  the  Frith  of  the  Tans,  or  Tay,  and 
afterward  exploring  the  coaOs  with  his  fleet,  afecrtained  Britain,  (vis.  Eng- 
land and  Scotland),  to  be  one  Hand. 
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eed  angle  of  the  latter,  or  where  the  bridge  or  caufe*- 
way  over  either  of  them  led  to  the  caftle,  there  was 
often  a  fort  (fuch  as  that  known  at  Dunfe,  immediately 
below  the  town,  conneded  with  the  caftle),  called  the 
Bar-nay,  or  Barnekin.  Still  more  advanced,  and;  as 
the  rife  of  the  ground'  favoured  the  pofition,  flood  the 
tower  of  watch,  overlooking  the  country  around  it,  but 
facing  thcr  quarter  of  the  enemy.  It  either  flood  fingie, 
and  was  of  a'  conftra&ion  fit  for  fome  defence,  or  being 
built  commodioufly  clofe  by,  or  in  adherence  to  the 
flrong-houfe  of  fome  of  the  vafials,  which  therefore  Was 
called,  corruptly,  the  Feel,  and  properly,  the  Pile-houfe, 
could  be  more  eafily  guarded  from  a  furprife.  In  feve- 
ral  places,  the  church  fteeples,.or  bellfries,  were  fo  fa- 
bricated as>  to  ferve  for  the.  fpeculatoria,  or  alarm  tow* 
ers.  On  this  account,  although  they  were  otherwife 
refpefted,  they  were  frequently  fet  on  fire  by  the  fupe- 
rior  enemy.  Of  a  ftru&ure  no  lefs  firm,  and  often  with 
thicker  and  flronger  walls,  but  lower,  was  ere&ed  the 
baftile,  or  prifon  of  the  barony,  or  parochial  diftrid  ; 
and,  upon  fome  eminence  not  far  from  itj  was  fixed  the 
grim  and  terrific  fpeftacle  of  the  gallbws,  or  gibbet. 

In  this  parifh,  there  is  a  place  called  Old  Caflles,  hav- 
ing. Belly-mire  clofe  on  the  north  fide,  with  much  bro- 
ken ground,  and.  fome  difcoveries  of  the  foundations  of 
buildings  about  it,  which  point  it  out  as  the  fite  of  the 
baron's  caftle  in  fome  early  days.  But  as  to  any  partis 
culars  relative  to  it,  tradition  is  entirely  filent  *. 

•  Yet  a  probable  reafon  may  be  affigned  for  this.  The  Ear  It  of  Don- 
Vmr,  vfa  joinrd  to  their  title  that  of  March,  and*rere  early,  and  often  ap- 
point wardctw  of  the  eaft  border,  had  not  their  refidence  here,  but  in  Eaft 
Irfttbian;  though  the  barony  of  Chirnfide,  moft  probably  appertained 
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The  laft  mentioned  veftige  of  feudal  antiquity  was 
that  of  the  baftiles.  Thofe  prifons,  having  a  Norman 
name,  denote  their  introdu&ion,  or  their  more  frequent 
ere&ion  by  the  conqueror*  They  were  more  numerous 
in  the  marches  of  the  borders  than  any  where  elfe,  for 
obvious  reafons,  and  they  were  alfo  made  much  ftronger. 
Fully,  and  generally  occupied,  they  could  not  fail  to  be, 

Eft  in 

to  them,  and  came  afterward  to  be  acquired  by  the  family  of  Hone.  Both 
thefe  lords  had,  befides  it,  various  fortrefies  of  far  .more  importance  to  them. 
Between  the  two  great  proprietors,  it  is  likely  the  baron's  caftle  here  had 
been  neglected,  and  allowed  to  fall  to  ruins.  This  is  the  more  prefusnable, 
ss  ira  fituation,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bog,  ezpofed  it  to  be  afiaulted  more 
eafily  by  the  Engliih  invaders.  The  eroding  another  fort,  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  mire,  now  called  Ferny  Cattle*  appears  to  have  been  no  way  ne- 
cefiary,unlefs  it  was  to  fupply  the  defect  of  the  other.  A  tower,  however, 
reported  to  have  been  built  by  an  Earl  of  Dunbar,  and  conveniently  fitu- 
ated  for  obicrvation,  bard  by  the  churchyard,  kept  its  place  %  its  demoli- 
tion was  not  fo  long  ago,  nor  to  entire,  but  that  the  late  beadle  of  Chirnfide, 
and  other  old  people,  had  feen  its-ruins,  and  its  grooved  (tones  earned  offi 
by  the  mafons.  Whether  the  Earl  of  Dunbar  and  March,  who,  along 
with  Lord  Douglas,  met  the'Englifh  warden  of  the  marches,  Lord  Ne- 
ville, at  Belly-mire,  in  the  year  15  86,  for  the  pnrpofe  of  concluding  a  truce, 
as  mentioned  in  the  border  hiftnry,  may  be  reckoned  to  have  been  that 
earl,  who,  according  to  tradition,  built  or  repaired  the  tower  of  Chirnfide, 
is  uncertain;  bu:  the  fact  recorded  gives  occafion  to  obfenre,  why  the 
phce  of  a  bog  was  appointed  for  fuch  a  meeting.  It  is  accounted  for,  by 
confidering  the  violent  and  particular  animofity,  with  which  the  parties,  at 
war  in  the  border*,  were  inflamed  agatnft  each  other.  Their  conftant  and 
mutual  defiances,  and  incurfions,  kept  upTefentment;  fo  that  when  the 
wardens  were  to  meet  for  negotiating  a  truce,  the  infractions  of  it  among 
their  armed  trains,  were  always  to  be  apprehended.  To  prevent  their 
coming  to  blows  or  fcuffles,  they  were  kept  at  fome  dutancc  trom  each  o- 
tber,  by  a  fiough,  or  tnterfection  of  the  ground,  chofen  for  their  meeting, 
until,  at  lead,  all  the  preliminaries  were  fettled  between  the  wardens. 
Hence,  Hasden  flank,  and  the  Boundcn-road,  are  often  mentioned  as  the 
placet  of  their  conventions,  for  treaties ;  and  yet,. even  thofe  precaution* 
sjtd  not  always  prevail  for  their  peaceable  termination. 
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in  the  parts  of  the  2  kingdoms,  liable  to  reciprocal  and 
continual  ravages.  Towards  their  being  tenanted,  not 
only  the  prifoners  of  war,  who  were  kept  for  mutual 
exchange,  or  until  they  gave  pledges  for  their  ranfbm, 
but  the  many  marauders  and  banditti,  in  time  of  peace, 
when  taken,  alfo  much  contributed.  Although  hang- 
ing was  the  common  and  ordained  fate  of  the  latter, 
there  were  parties  of  them  protected  by  fome  chiefs  of 
the  hords  in  the  recefles  of  Cheviot  Hills,  whom  it  was 
found  proper  to  fpare,  from  the  dread  of  the  moft  at- 
trocious  and  bloody  revenge  of  their  deaths.  On  ac- 
count of  thefe  circumftances,  the  baftiles,  on  the  eaft 
border  of  Scotland,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the  Merfe, 
were  built  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  and  fo  placed,  as  to 
fecure  them  from  any  open  aflault,  or  concealed  furprife, 
by  an  enemy  fo  near  at  hand,  and  ready  to  attempt  the 
refcue  of  the  prifoners.  Of  all  the  grounds  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  that  now  called  the  Buftel-dikes,  where  fliaped 
ftoncs,  and  fuch  as  are  ufed  for  cornices  and  lintels  of 
doors,  have  been  often  turned  up  by  the  plough,  is  na- 
turally the  moft  fenced  and  inacceffible.  It  runs  out  in 
the  weft:  end,  like  a  promontory,  upon  the  broad  ftream 
of  Whittadder,  which  there  makes  a  turn  upon  its  north 
banks,  that  are,  at  leaft,  150  feet  high,  and  have  little 
more  declivity  than  an  upright  wall.  Much  broken 
land,  interfecled  with  rivulets,  fecures  it  on  the  north 
fide;  and  it  is  only  open  on  the  eaft,  where  there  is, 
firft,  a  Hoping  defcent,  and  then  a  fteep  path-way  down 
to  Idington  Mill  upon  the  water.  The  caftle,  or  ftrong 
houfrp  of  that  village  and  barony,  was  alfo  a  clofe  guard 
to  it.  This  defcription  of  our  old  parochial  baftile,  leads 
to  a  remark,  which,  I  know  not  whether  it  has  been 
made  before,  that  thefe  edifices  not  only  ferred  the  pnr- 

pofes 
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poles  of  prifons,  but  that,  taken  together  with  the  caf- 
Iks  or  tower-houfes  of  the  chieftains,  near  which  they 
always  flood,  they  conftituted  a' chain  of  fortreffes,  run* 
ning,  partly  on  Whittadder  and  on  Blackadder  banks, 
from  almoft  the  one  end  of  the  county  to  the  other. 
Thus,  we  can  reckon  a  line  of  them,  at  fliort  diftances, 
in  this  neighbourhood,  viz.  Kello-baftel,  in  Edrom  pa~ 
rifh ;  the  Bafteldikes-here ;  Foulden-baftcl  ;  and  the 
Baftel-riggs,  in  Ayton  parifli ;  befides  others  weftward 
«f  Kello,  the  names  of  which  I  do  not  now  exactly  re- 
colled  *. 

,  MifceBaneous  Obfervations. — Chirnfide,  as  a  barony, 
had,  and  ftill  holds  the  privilege  of  an  annual  fair,  at  a 
late  feafon  of  the  year,  but  accommodated  to  the  de- 
mand for  its  old  ftaple  commodity  ;  which  was  that  of 
lacking,  or  bags  for  corn.     It  draws  together  a  good 

many 

•  To  conclude  the  antiquities,  there  are  only  two  names  of  places  in  jhe 
jttrHh,  befides  Chirnfide,  which  require  etymology,  or  explication.  The 
firft  is  that  of  Pepperlaw,  a  (leading,  or  place  of  farm-houfcs,  iituated  on 
an  eminence,  making  part  of  the  bank  of  Belly-mire*  The  name,  although 
odd,  u  intelligible,  when  written,  or  pronounced,  as  it  ought  to  be.  The 
Peypexlaw,  which  denotes  the  hill  upon  the  fide  of  a  muddy  rivulet,  fiich 
as  UTaes  from  a  bog,  or  mire;  the  word  Pepper,  being  German,  or  Saxon, 
fynific*  black  pepper ;  and  therefore,  is  applied  to  a  ftream  of  a  black  co„ 
low.  It  has  indeed,  its  interpretation,  in  the  name  of  Blackburn,  given 
to  the  village,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mire,  near  which  xuns  a  brook  of  the 
fame  source,  and  complexion.  An  eafv  fwamp,  is,  in  fome  places,  called  the 
Pepper  ,  and  there  is  one  well  known  by  that  name  near  Newbeath,  in 
Eaft  Lothian.  The  other  name  wanting  derivation,  is  Idington,  about 
which  I  can  only  offer  a  flight  conjecture,  not  having  had  opportunity  of 
seeing  its  orthography  in  any  old  papers ;  which,  yet,  I  fufpeft  may  be 
Eddington,  denoting  a  place  where  there  are  eddies,  or  deepening  of  the 
ow  water  into  pools ;  a  circumftanee  that  is  apparent  and  remarkable, 
I  along  the  entry  to  it  from  the  W.  to  the  N. 
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-many  people ;  but  few  to  purchafe  its  former  merchtt* 
dife,  which  is  found  in  too  (mail  and  trifling  quantities 
to  be  an  objeft  to  the  farmers,  and  much  lefs  to  the 
corn-merchants ;  the  former  now  buying  their  corn* N 
lacks  by  dozens ;  and  the  latter,  by  feveral  hundreds  to* 
gether,  from  the  large  fales  of  them  opened  in  Berwick, 
Dunfef  and  other  places ;  which  are  fupplied  from  the 
manufa&ures  of  Dunbar  and  Haddington,  and  alfo  from 
London.  It  wou^d  appear,  from  the  little  attention  paid 
here,  and  all  overvthis  country,  to  the  growth  of  hemp, 
that  there  is  naturally  more  folicitude  about  the  filling, 
than  the  fabricating  corn-facks ;  yet  this  is  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  having  no  manufa&ure  of  them  at  all. 
Our  old  band  of  1?  weavers^  however,  is  exadly  kept 
up  4  if  we  add  to  the  10  present  mailers,  2  apprentices 
belonging  to  fomp  of  them.  Their  looms,  indeed,  are 
*ot  near  fo  much  -employed  in  the  fabric  of  woollen 
cloth  as  formerly,  when  the  wealthieft  farmers,  as  well 
as  the  common  people,  were  generally  clothed  from  the 
webs  made  of  £he  yarn  fpun  by  their  wives  and  female 
fervants.  In  the  decline  of  this  thrift,  many  years  ago, 
the  manufacture  of  linens,  coarfe  and  fine,  in  various 
degrees,  has  chiefly  occupied  the  trade ;  and  x  or  2  of 
them  wove  linen  eqi^al  to  the  bed  Holland.  They  ftiU 
have  reputation  in  this  branch,  to  which  that  of  the 
lint-fpinners,  in  the  village,  alfo  contributes.  Several 
of  them  are  both  expert  and  diligent,  and,  ufing  the  2 
hand- wheel,  will  often  accompjifh  2  flips  of  more  than 
middling  yarn  in  a  day.  The  fale  for  it  is  ready,  if  no{ 
to  the  weavers  at  home,  to  the  agents  for  the  factories 
at  Edinburgh,  appointed  at  Dunfe  and  other  places. 
For  4  flips,  or  a  fpindle,  they  get  I4d.  or  13d.  When 
the  fpinning,  which  lafts  them  through  the  winter  and 

the 
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the  fpring,  is  over,  and  a  fufpenfe  of  employment  en- 
faes,  there  is  always  a  call  for  fuch  of  them  as  are  not 
engagol  for  fummer-fervice,.  to  affift  in  the  planting  of . 
potatoes*  and  performing  the  work  of  hoeing  them,  and 
the  repeated  weedings  of  the  turnip  fields. 

To.  what  has  been  faid  of  the  improved  knowledge  of 
the  farmers  in  all  the  operations  of  the  plough,  we  have 
to  add,  the  advantage  and  convenience  they  find  in  the 
number  of  hinds,  or  bred  ploughmen,  expert  and  able 
to  perform  any  agricultural  work  required  of  them, 
who  appear,  in  the  hiring  market-days,  at  Dunfe  and 
Berwick.     Even  when  a  half-year  fervant  is  only  want* 
ed  for  carting,  and  other  common  work  upon  a  farm, 
there  are  few  lads  here  at  the  age  of  18  or  20,  ufed  to 
country   fervice,    who  cannot  occafionally  fupply  the 
place  of  a  hind ;  and,  in  lighter  land,  at  leaft,  manage 
the  plough  with  propriety  and  neatnefs.     It  is  owing  to 
this  early  ufefulnefa  of  the  young  men  bred  in  the  coun- 
try to  the  farmers,  that  their  wages,,  feveral  years  paft, 
were  much  railed,  and  generally  complained  of,  efpe- 
cially  by  thofe  who  could  not  employ  them  with  equal 
advantage.     When,  at  firfl,  the  farmers  were  averfe  to 
grant  their  demands,  the  fpirited  and  ftoutefl,  betook 
themfelves.  to  Northumberland,,  where  the  tenants,  pof- 
feffing  long,  leafes,.  and  having  coal  and  lime  at  hand, 
were  able  to  afford  the  greateft  encouragement  to  la- 
bourers of  every  kind.     It  mufl;  be  acknowledged,,  that 
many   of  them  learned  there  to  do  their  work  more 
completely ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  returned  here,  defer- 
ved  the  wages  they  aiked.     It  is  near  30  years  fince  no 
good  labouring  fervant  could  be  got  for  lefs  than  61.  or 
above  it,  and  now  they  are  not  hired  below  8L  or  gl.  1 
which  is  juft  about  the  triple  of  their  wages  40  years 

ago. 


j|d  Statijlicat  Account 

ago,  and  wanting  but  a  fourth  of  the  improved  value  of 
the  land,  proves,  that,  in  a  free  country,  fuch  as  Bri- 
tain* the  labouring  people  can  never  fuffer  long  by  {mall 
-wages*  unlefe  induftry  generally  ceafes,  or  is  relaxed  J 
and  that  they  wilitilways,  as  they  are  well  entitled,  have 
their  hire  advanced,  in  proportion  to  exertions  made  in 
the  ever-profitable  labours  of  the  fields. 

It  is  not  to  be  forefecn,  or  eafily  imagined,  what  accef* 
Sons  a  country  village  may  receive,  in  confequence  of  the 
grants  of  long  leafes,or  feus-,  to  purchafers.  Befides  thrice 
the  number  of  mafons  and  fmiths,  four  times  that  of 
wrights  and  (hoemakers,  and  more  than  double  that  of 
tailors,  without  reckoning  their  apprentices,  ftated  in  the 
preceding  table,  together  with  their  mailers,  We  have  of 
4  gardeners,  a  that  keep  nurfery  grounds  ;  and  among 
the  merchants,  I  that  is  a  dealer  in  com,  for  himfelf; 
and  alio  an  agent,  refident :  and  what  there  was  yet  lefi 
reafon  to  expeft,  in  the  number  of  publicans,  1  who  had 
fucceeded  fo  well  in  that  occupation,  as  to  have  erefted, 
at  a  very  confiderable  expenfe,  large  buildings,  for  a 
brewery  and  malting,  joined  with  a  bakery.  This  en- 
couragement, in  the  vending  great  quantities  of  ale  and 
wheat  bread  through  the  country,  appears  to  be  the  re- 
,  compenfe  due  to  his  undertaking  and  induftry.  Here 
we  cannot  help  again  recollecting,  what  was  the  cafe  id 
the  old  village,  where  every  fixpence  worth  of  wheat 
bread  was  brought  from  Dunfc  or  Berwick }  when  a 
houfe  for  a  baker,  and  a  feller  of  ale,  built  by  the  late  Mr. 
Hall,  was  foon  defcrted  by  the  tenants,  and  allowed  to  fall 
down,  and  the  prdbytery's  entertainment  could  only  be 
found  at  the  bellman's  habitation.  Yet,  in  thofe  days^ 
the  people  were  not  ir.aftive  in  fuch  branches  of  trade,  as 
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were  then  known,  or  accounted,  in  the  leaft  degree,  pro- 
fitable •• 

Religion  and  Morals  of  the  People. — The  people,  in  ge- 
neral, are  in  religion  fincere,  and  as  little  addi&ed  to  fu- 
perftkion,  or  enthufiafm,  as  in  any  country  parilh.  Even 
fo  far  as  the  nominal  religions  divilions  obtain  among 
them,  they  operate  not  to  rancour,  or  any  obfervable  de- 
pravation of  the  Chriftian  temper  and  fpirit.  Although 
Antiburghers  and  Burghers,  to  a  certain  number,  have 
been  known  among  them,  almoft  even  fince  the  origin  of 
Seceflion,  and  a  Cameronian  meeting-houfe  has  been  late- 
ly erected  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  the  bulk  of  the 
people  continue  attached  to  the  Eftablilhed  Church.  The 
individuals  of  families,  that  follow  thefe  Sectaries,  are  con- 
fiderable  in  number ;  but  whole  families  of  them  arc  very 
few.  Among  the  former,  efpecially  of  the  Burgher,  or  of  the 
Relief  claffes,  there  are  feveral  whto  frequent  thofe  congrc- 

Vol.  XIV.  F  gations, 

*  Of  this,  the  eggman  of  the  iriBage  afforded  a  remarkable  example.' 
Not  contented  with  being,  what  fomc  of  his  fraternity  were,  in  other 
places,  the  firft  merchant  in  fmall  wares,  he  formed  the  fcheme  of  carry- 
ing oa  hit  particular  trade  in  a  fuperior  manner.  Well  known  in  the  conn- 
try,  and  having  credit  at  Berwick  and  Dunfe,  he  took  from  Mr.  Hall  %  or 
3  acre*  of  land.  He  purchased  2  of  the  ftouteft  horfe*  he  could  find ;  and 
taking  bit  tr  atela  90  miles  up  the  country  into  Lauderdale  and  Gals 
'Water,  and  paying  for  his  eggt  as  he  went  along,  he  engaged  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  cufiomen  in  the  line  of  his  march,  as  furntfbed  a  complete  load  of 
them  in  hit  four  large  creels.  Piled  up  nicely,  they  generally  amounted 
from  1600  to  1800,  and  frequently  exceeded' that  number.  Hu  market 
was  Berwick,  where  the  ftaple  commodity  for  export  to  London,  being 
•  eggs  and  fahnon,  his  payment  wai  fure  and  ready,  for  an  article  reckoned 
*>  make  the  annual  return  of  above  6coo  1.  to  the  merchants ;  while  that 
«f  the  other  was  eftimatcd  at  8000 1.  or  9000 1.  To  the  benefit,  of  this 
>«*•»  and  that  of  his  many  cuftomers,  who  kept  by  him,  he  presided  in 
the  trade  for  more  than  %o  years,  and  got  to  hjmfelf  confidcrablc  gain. 


43  Statiftical  Account 

gations,  as  hearers,  but  choofc  not,  or  are  not  admitted  to 
communicate  facramentally  with  them.  Hence  the  fre- 
quent applications  made  here,  and  in  other  pariihes,  for 
baptifm,  and  admittance  to  the  communion  table,  by  a 
good  many,  who  feldom  appear  in  the  churches,  but  upon 
thefe  occafions.  With  whom  are  thofe  people  to  be  num. 
bered  ?  Are  they  to  be  reckoned  of  our  church,  or  among 
the  dhfe  titers  ?  Thefe  queftions  are  material,  when  we  es- 
timate the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  one,  or  the  other. 
The  children  baptized  in  the  church,  although,  for  the 
reafon  given,  not  entered  into  the  regifter,  to  within  a 
fourth  of  their  number,  are  not  only  no  fewer  than  they 
were  in  any  former  period,  but  not  much  fliort  of  being, 
in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  parishioners. 
We  have  conftantly  had,  for  above  30  years,  from  8 
tables  of  communicants  to  9,  or  a  few  more  ;  each  fervice 
comprehending  35  or  40.  .The  tables  of  this  year  were 
filled  up  to  8,  and  a  few  over :  We  may  therefore  reckon, 
that  we  ftai.d  nearly  at  an  equal  balance,  and  in  the  bell 
token  of  adherence,  which  is  that  of  facr&mental  commu- 
nion, that  t'ie  fcale  is  rather  more  in  favour  of  the  church, 
than  of  the  diflenters. 

In  the  difcharge  of  Chrrftian  duties,  and  in  the 
morality  of  their  lives  and  a&ions,  the  common 
people,  comparatively  with  others,  are  laudable.  The 
virtues  of  honefty  and  charity  are  in  efteem  and  prac- 
tice among  them.  The  fympathy  which  they  expreis, 
and  the  meaneft  of  them  teftify,  by  affording  all  the 
help  in  their  power  to  their  neighbours  in  diftrefs, 
is  veiy  remarkable.  In  all  their  occupations  and  trades 
that  have  been  mentioned,  they  are  induftrious,  and 
ninny  of  them  thriving.  None  of  them  complain  of 
poverty,  till  they  are  really  in  want.     The  frugality  of 

the 
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the  married  women,  who  have  children  (and  moft  of 
them  have  many),  and  their  care  and  conftant  employ- 
ment, under  the  burden  of  them,  are  fuch  as  to  require 
only  fobriety  and  induftry,  on  the  part  of  the  men,  to 
bring  up  their  families  in  a  creditable  way.  When  thefe 
virtues  are  wanting,  or  fail  in  the  hufbands,  and  the  at- 
tracUon  of  the  ale  and  dram-houfes  prevails  with  them, 
their  mates,  unable  to  do  more  than  their  accuftomed 
labour,  become  depreffed 5  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  the 
vifible  want  or  diforder  in  the  houfe  is  generally,  and 
often  moft  unjuftly,  imputed  to  them ;  to  which  fentence 
many  of  their  own  fez  too  readily  affent.  From  fenfi- 
bility  and  dread  of  this  reproach,  their  fpirits  fubfide. 
Languor  of  body  and  mind  feize  them.  Various  af- 
fections unhinge  their  frame.  They  behold  their  chil- 
dren around  them,  in  want  of  bread,  which  they  cannot 
fupply.  Their  eyta  are  fet  dead  with  the  fight.  They 
agtnize,  until  they  can  fee  no  more.  Their  offspring 
cry  to  a  helplefs  father ;  they  embrace  his  knees,  when 
it  is  a  chance,  if  he  is  in  a  condition  to  take  one  of 
them  into  his  arms.  Irreclaimable  in  his  vicious  ha- 
bit, if  he  lives  with  them  a  year  or  two,  they  are  half 
ftarved,  and  fome  of  them '  are  fure  to  drop  ;  and  if  he 
die,  which  may  be  better  for  them,  they  fall  to  be  main- 
tained upon  the  pariih  charity.— So  woful  are  the  effects 
which  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpiritous  liquors  may  be 
obferved  to  produce  in  all  pariihes  ! 

The  falubrious  air,  from  the  elevation  of  Chirnfidc 
Hill,  joined  with  the  dry  and  comfortable  houfes  of  the 
inhabitants,  exempts  them  from  the  epidemical  difeafes 
of  agues,  or  intermitting  fevers,  that  formerly  prevail- 
ed* Of  the  putrid  kind,  there  are  few.  The  moft  com- 
l  complaint  is  of  rheumatifm,  or  pains  in  the  joints 
F  2  and 
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and  limbs.  In  the  fawlng  of  wood,  and  the  working  of 
quarry  Hones,  the  men  generally  ftrip  themfelves  to  a 
thinner  fijirt  or  waiftcoat  than  was  ufed  in  the  days  of 
their  fathers  ;  and,  from  the  changeability  of  a  day,  in 
the  months  of  winter  and  fpring,  cxpofc  themfelves  to 
catch  rheumatic  obftru&ions.  But  the  difeafe  with 
many,  is  the  incurable  one,  of  approaching  old  age. 
There  were  feveral  inilances,  in  the  laft  generation,  of 
longevity,  to  the  extent  of  85  and  90  years,  and  z  or  a 
to  near  100.  The  apparent  -health  and  meafure  of 
flrength,  which  foxne  above  70  now  poflefs,  promife 
their  arriving  at  a  remarkable  length  of  years.  Fatal 
here,  was  the  visitation  of  the  fmall  pox  in  the  end  of 
the  year  179X,  and  through  the  winter  months  and 
fpring  of  the  year  1792  ;  when,  by  a  contagion  in  the 
natural  way,  between  30  and  40  children  were  carried 
off.  The  preservative  means  of  inoculation  might  have 
been,  at  no  expenfe,  obtained ;  but,  from  the  prejudices 
of  a  fuperftitious  kind,  ftill  remaining  with  fome  female 
parents,  there  was  no  application  made  for  the  remedy, 
until  it  could  not  be  (afely  ufed.  The  fubferiptions 
now  entered  into  at  Dunfe,  and  confiderahly  advanced, 
for  a  difpenfary  of  medicines  and  phyfical  advice,  gratis^ 
to  the  poor,  propofed  to  have  extenfion  over  a  large 
diftricl:  of  the  country,  may,  along  with  other  phyfical 
benefits,  produce  that  of  preventing  like  calamities  bj 
the  fmall  pox ;  when  the  mp ans  of  prefervation  will  be 
fo'eafily  obtained,  and  the  falutary  practice  of  inocu- 
lation being  extended,  will  afford  convi&ion  of  its  hap. 
py  effefts  to  the  mod  fcrupulous  parents. 

Cvriofitics. — In  the  fmall  number  of  them  in  this  pa- 
gift,  it  has  happened,  that  about  a  or  3  weeks  ago,  mere 

accident 
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accident  brought  a   curious  ftone   into  view.      It  had 
dropped  from  the  top  of  a  quarry,  worked  immediately 
under  the  defcribed  Chefter-knows.      Captain  Home's 
attention  to  it,  was  occasioned  bj  the  mafon's  brufh  be- 
ing ftuck  into  it,  and  the  Angularity  of  its  having  a  hole, 
and  its  heavy  weight,  induced  him  to  have  it  brought 
home.  It  is  moftly  of  an  orbicular  form ;  and  although 
of  a  fubftance  as  hard  as  marble,  it  is  perforated  exactly 
in  the  middle  ;  it  is  convex  on  all  (ides  but  one,  which  is 
flat  i  while  its  other  furface  is  not  only  rough,  but  fret- 
ted, as  if  it  had  been  artificially  raifed  into  fmall  notches. 
Its  weight,  yet  untried,  may  be  between  2  and  3  ftone. 
Upon  confidering  thefe  particulars,  it  was  fuggefted,  that 
being  evidently  worked  upon,  and  fitted  to  fome  purpofe 
of  art  and  utility,  it  might  be  the  upper  part  of  a  mole- 
trina  or  hand-mill,  for  corn,  fuch  as  was  ufed  by  the  Ro- 
mans in  their  campaigns.     That  it  correfponded  to  this 
conje&ure,  is  evinced  from  the  aptitude  of  the  perfora- 
tion, to  admit  an  iron  axis  or  fpindle,  of  near  an  inch 
thick,  which,  terminating  in  the  focket  of  an  under  ftone, 
excavated  for  holding  corn,  and  wide  enough  to  receive 
into  it  this  upper  part ;  and  being  moveable  by  a  handle 
fixed  to  it3  top,  cotild  make  the  found  ftone  ad:  as  a  grind- 
er of  the  grain,  with  all  its  power  of  attraction.     Since 
palling  this  judgment  upon  the  ftone,  Captain  Home  has 
been  informed,  by  the  tenant  of  the  ground,  where  the 
Chefter-knows  are,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  his  agricul- 
ture, he  had  met   there  with   a  large  hollowed  round 
ftone,  which,  being  funk  3  or  4  feet  deep  into  the  earth, 
was  allowed  to  remain  in  its  place.  Whether  this  ftone  up- 
on its  being  infpeded,  or  dug  up,  may  be  the  wanted  tal- 
ly to  that  in  Mr.  Home's  poffeffion,  we  know  not ;  but  if 
the  latter  be  itfelf  judged,  by  the  intelligent  in  fuch  anti- 
5  •    quities, 
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quities,  to  be  the  grinder  of  a  Roman  ftone-mill,  the 
trenches  upon  the  Ghefter-knows  can  hardly  be  doubted 
to  be  the  remains  of  an  encampment,  or  temporary  fta* 
tion  of  Roman  troops  ;  and  from  this  being  ascertained, 
a  probability  arifes  of  their  having  marched  through 
this  part  of  the  country,  in  the  lines,  and  with  the  mi- 
litary conduct  above  fuppofed  *. 

Church, 


•  There  are  three  fpringi  or  wells  of  water,  which  have  curiofity ;  one 
ef  them  upon  the  S.  extremity  of  the  Eaft  Mains  eftate,  has  its  copious  if- 
tue  in  a  bed  of  marl.  Its-tafte,  and  the  ochre  colour  of  its  (lime,  prove  it 
to  be  a  pretty  ftrong  chalybeate,  or  mineral  water ;  but  being  impregna- 
ted with  marly  particles,  it  is  glutinous  upon  the  palate,  and  therefore 
not  fo  light  upon  the  ftomach.  It  has  been  formerly,  and  is  ftill  re- 
torted to,  by  fome  of  the  common  people,  affected  with  fcorbutic 
eruptions ;  but  with  what  benefit  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  well  as- 
certained. Some  old  book  is  fa  id  to  report  its  medicinal  virtues  and 
vogue.  The  other  two  fprings  that  rife  in  the  place  called  Spence's 
Mains,  a  little  weft  of  the  church-yard,  deferve  notice,  .not  from 
any  lingular  quality  in  either,  but  from  the  one  being  foft  water,  and  the 
other  hard,  when  their  diftance  from  each  other  is  not  above  6  or  7  fteps. 
—-The  old  plane  tree  at  Ninewells,  which,  in  the  grove  a  little  £.  of  the 
Jioufe,  rears  its  ftraight  item,  and  lofty  top,  is  an  object  that  attracts  tho 
eye,  to  fuch  a  production  in  the  vegetable  fyftem.  It  meafures,  by  the 
girth,  17  feet  offolid  wood,  below  the  boughs;  which,  although  general- 
ly ftrong,  and  fpreading,  have  at  their  top  a  fading,  which  marks  their 
fonering  by  the  endurance  of  the  blafts  of  many  winters,  which  cannot 
be  reckoned  fewer  than  150,  in  revolution :  For  the  ©Ideft  people  of  the 
laft  generation,  when  afked  about  its  appearance,  in  their  memory,  faid, 
that  they  never  remembered  it  but  in  full  growth,  and  with  fome  marks 
of  its  being  at  the  age  of  declining.— A  fpecies  of  the  gypfum,  if  not 
the  beft  kind v  but  ot  which  fome  plafter  has  been  made  for  ceilings  of 
rooms,  little  inferior  to  that  of  Paris,  or  very  good  ftucco,  ihows  itfelf 
on  the  fide  of  Whittadder  banks,  opponte  to  this,  where  yet  there  is  the 
fame  appearance  of  that  fubftance.  Its  quantities,  fuch  as  it  is,  here, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  vaft;  and  if  tried  in  powder,  to  ferti- 
lise land,  to  the  degree  alleged  of  the  gypfum,  large  fupptfes  of  it  caa 
berurniibedV 
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Churchy  Manfe,  Stipend,  School,  Poor,  &c. — That  the 
church  here  may  be  2  or  3  centuries  old,  appears  from 
the  architrave,  or  coarfe  fluting  of  its  principal  door, 
and  alfo  from  a  ftone,  of  about  a  foot  fquare,  taken 
down  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  eafl  aile,  or  old  choir, 
having  a  few  rude  and  faded  characters  upon  it,  which, 
juft  legible,  are  thefe :  Help  the  pvr  (poor) ;  and  the 
figures  15739  j<*ned  with  them.  That  the  church  might 
be  older  than  this  fignature  upon  the  choir  aile,  is  not 
improbable,  from  the  appearance  its  walls  have  of  be- 
ing much  pieced  up  in  the  inward  fide.  Its  vaulted 
roof  has  been,  many  years  fince,  taken  down,  and  con- 
verted into  the  prefent  one  of  cupples,  and  blue  date, 
with  ferking  of  deals.  It  was,  probably,  among  the 
firft  in  this  country  fo  covered ;  the  advantage  of  which, 
in  point  of  intereft  as  well  as  propriety,  when  compared 
with  the  continual  repairs  of  the  thatched  roofs,  was 
long  and  late  of  being  apprehended  or  admitted  by  many 
heritors.  It  is  now  in  ordinary  and  tolerable  condition, 
but  has  not  yet  received  fuch  decent  reparations  within, 
as  are  exemplified  in  feveral  neighbouring  churches  *. 

The 

•  The  tomb-ftones  of  the  church-yard  cannot  be  paflcd  over,  as  they 
exhibit  that  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Henry  EHkine,  firft  minifter  of  the 
parim  after  the  Revolution  1688 ;  whofe  fans,  Ebenezer  and  Ralph,  were 
the  principal  and  famous  leaders  of  an  open  and  well  known  fecefliou 
from  the  Eftablilbed  Church.  The  firft  was  reckoned  the  pillar  of  the 
party ;  while  Ralph  was  allowed  to  be  the  beft  fcholar,  with  a  vein  for 
latin  and  Engliih  poetry,  but  particularly  fertile  of  riddles,  in  both  of 
which  the  elegiac  diftichs  upon  the  tomb-ftone  of  his  father  fufficiently 
bear  record.  Mr.  Henry  died  in  the  year  1696,  and  was  interred,  not  in 
burial-ground  of  the  Epifcopal  miniftexs,  and  as  fuch,  refigned  to  their 
fuccenori  in  office,  but  in  confiderable  feparation  from  it ;  and  what  is 
rather  remarkable,  there  was  no  fraternity  of  coffins  and  bones  between 
tbt  ckrgv  pf  the  two  churches,  by  thofe  of  Mr.  Millar,  his  immediate 

fuccefibr, 
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The  tnanfe,  rebuilt  in  the  year  1757,  is  well  con- 
ftru&ed  in  its  walls  and  roof,  but  its  dimeniions  are  ra- 
ther narrow  for  a  large  family.  The  oifice-houfes  have 
been,  fome  years  fince,  alfo  rebuilt.  The  glebe,  con* 
filling  of  8  Engliih  acres  and  a  rood  (the  ftations  of 
houfes  being  included),  is  fenced  with  hedge  and  ditch, 
and  has  a  fubdivifion  in  the  fame  fafhion.  The  ftipend 
amounts  to  nearly  39I.  in  money,  and  4  chalders  of  vic- 
tual, three  parts  of  which  are  oats,  and  a  third  bear. 
The  communion  elements   are  comprehended,     William 

Hall, 

fucceffbr,  who  was  foon  called  to  Leith,  nor  by  thofe  of  the  late  Mr. 

Home,  who  was  buried  in  the  vault  of  the  Nine,wcU*s  family  in  the  £. 

aile.    The  late  bellman,  who  lived  to  above   So,  and  remembered  Mr. 

Lattie,  theEpifcopJ  clergymar,  who  retired  to  Eymouth,  faw,  (reckoning 

that  gentleman,  and  the  prefent  incumbent),  the  fucceffion  of  five  mini- 

fters  in  the  parifh  church. 

Yet,  another  iofcribed  (tone,  with  a  carvod  fentcheon  over  the  epitaph, 

deferves  attention.  It  is  that  of  Mr.  William  Aitkcnfon  ( Aitchifon),  whofe 

natural  genius,  prompted  by  an  able  {chool-maftor  here,  rendered  hira 

etrly  ftich  a  proficient  in  writing,  arithmetic,  geometry,  and  otfier  parti  of 
-mathematics,  &s  carried  him  out  of  the  line  of  an  operative  mafonfc  under 
his  father,  and  marked  his  ability  to  proceed  in  that  of  the  liberal  fcien- 

ces.  He  went  to  London ;  where,  observing  the  advertifed  want  of  a  wri- 
ting and  arithmetical  matter,  in  one  of  the  academies,  he  presented  himfelf 
as  a  candidate  for  the  place.  The  produced  fpccirneu  of  his  penmanfhip 
was  fo  much  fupenor  to  that  of  the  other  candidates,  that  the  judges  fuf- 
pecled  it  to  be  a  borrowed  piece  of  copperplate,  until  it  was  authentica- 
ted by  his  writing,  in  their  prefence.  By  a  eels  to  books  of  fcience,  and 
other  opportunities  of  acquiring  knowledge,  during  his  continuance  in  the 
Academy,  for  feveral  years,  he  became  well  qualified  to  be  himfelf  head 
mailer  of  o:;e.  Tt  was,,  accordingly,  opened  in  a  large  houfe,  clofe  by 
Hammerfmith,  and  kept  up  with  reputation  and  fuccefs,  for  a  few  years, 
until  his  health  declined.  Being  advifed  by  his  phyficians  to  try  his  na- 
tive air,  for  a  recovery,  he  returned  here.  His  aged  parents  faw  him 
in  the  habit  of  a  treiitleman,  and  received,  as  fuch,  in  feveral  refpectable 
families.  But  although  he  lived,  with  fome  hopes  of  a  reftoration  of 
health,  for  about  2  years,  the  diftemper  of  his  conftitution  proving  intfn. 
ciblc,  deprived  him  of  life,  at  the  a^e  of  35. 


Hail,  Efj}«  of  Whitehall,  is  patron  pf .  the  parilh.— The 
(alary  of  the  fchoolmafter  is  ioo  merks  Scots,  or.,  whicji 
is  near  the  fame,  i  month's  cefs  of  the  parilh.  His 
iioufe  is  ^prefendy  in  good  repair,  and  of  fuch  length,  as 
affords  a  large  room  for  the  fchool.  To  his  {alary,  are 
added,  the  emoluments  of  feffion-clork  and  pcecentoi> 
and  that  of  an  allowance  for  being  caile&or  and  diftri- 
butor  of  the  affeflments  for  the  poor  upon  the  pariih 
rolL — Thefe  are  levied,  not  at  fixed  meetings  of  the  he- 
ritors, but  occafional  ones;  when  intimation  is  made 
from  the  deik,  that  the  former  afleflment  being  expend- 
sed,  a  meeting  of  the  heritors  is  .defired,  on  a  day  men- 
tioned, to  make  a  farther  provifion  for  .the  poor.  At 
their  meeting,  the  account  of  the  expenditure  is  prefent- 
ed  by  the  collector  ;  and  then  the  flate  of  the  roll  being 
confidered,  and  what  alterations  have  enfued,  or  may 
J>e,  from  observed  pircurnftaiyces,  made  in  it ;  fuch  an 
afleflment  is  appointed,  as  correfponds  to  the  fupply  re- 
quired, until  another  meeting  of  the  heritors  be  called. 
The  one  half  of  the  collections  made  in  the  church  is 
regularly  taken  up  by  the  collector,  and  go  in  aid  of 
the  anefiments.  TJie  other  remains  with  the  feflion, 
to  be  distributed  in  cafes  of  casual  diftrefs,  to  indigent 
people  not  admitted  upon  the  poor's  roll. 

Notwkhftanding  the  birth  of  Mr.  David  Hume  hap- 
pened not  at  Ninewells,  but  at  Edinburgh,  this  parilh 
may  claim  him  as  a  native.  He*  was  bred  up  here  from 
his  infancy,  and  he  never  confidered  himfelf  as  an  alien, 
from  the  accidental  locality  of  his  birth.  .His  monu- 
ment, erected  upon  the  Cakon-hill,  at  Edinburgh,  where 
he  died,  is  only  inferibed  with  his  name,  and  the  year 
of  his  death.     It  is  enough  ;  for  (as  this  Ample  figna- 
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tore  khpife*)  to  tbt  Kwrtty  world  the  rtft  is  well 
known. 

».  &  There  can  be  now  no  doubt  eatfertaifted,  that  the  ftonc  tafcea  a? 
by  Capttin  Home,  is,  what  it  was  conje&ured  to  be,  the  griader  of  a  Ro- 
man moletrina.  The  ftone,  funk  into  the  ground,  has  been  infpecled,  and 
ibund  hollowed  out,  and  of  the  capacity  and  (hape,  profier  to  its  being  the 
under  part  eft  corn  hand-mill,  qf  «  large  fee.  The  grinder  weighs  j 
tone-half  (tone  EngHfh  $  (b  that  ita  weighty  complied  with  its  balk,  is 
little  inferior  to  that  of  lead.  The  fpar,  from  which  it  fell,  was  clofic  by 
the  excavated  Iftone. 


NUMB1R 


QfFcHimtk.  51 


NUMBER     II. 
PARISH    of    FENWICK. 


(Coujrrr  of  Ate,   Stnod  of  Glasgow  and  Air, 

PaSQBTTUX  OF  lRVI»£.) 


By  tbt  km.  Mr.  WiLUAtf  Boy». 


Ifcttf ,  £**«»4  tfoi/,  Climate,  tfe 

FENWICK  was  ere&ed  into  A  new  parifli  in  the 
year  1642,  formerly  being  part  of  the  parifli  of 
Kilmarnock ;  for  this  reafon,  it  went  at  firft  by  the 
name  of  New  Kilmarnock.  But*  for  Come  time  paft*  it 
has  been  known  by  the  name  of  Fenwick,  from  a  ftnall 
Tillage  of  that  name;  If  wici  means  the  fame  with 
victu,  the  meaning  may  be*  the  village  near  the  fen  or 
bog.  Wici,  I  believe*  in  fome  places,  meant  an  angl0 
or  corner.  This  would  be  descriptive  of  its  fituation, 
lying  at  the  corner  of  what  certainly  once  was  a  bog, 
and  is  ftiU  partly  fo.  The  pariih  church  {lands  at  the 
iiftanct  of  4t  miles  from  Kilmarnock,  near  the  great 
G  a  road 
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road  which  runs  through  that  town  from  Glafgow  to 
Ayr,  and  almoft  at  an  equal  diftance  from  thefe  two 
places.     The  parifli  is  about  9  miles  long  from  E.  to 
W.,   and  6  miles"  broad.     When  the  disjunction  took 
place,  it  was  confidered  as  the  moorland  part  of  the  pa- 
rifli of  Kilmarnock*  and  the  foil  in  trcry  part  is  moffy. 
In  the  lower  part  of  the  parifli,  however,  the  lands  are 
tolerably  good ;   and,  in  favourable  feafons,  yield  not 
unfruitful  crops  of  oats  and  bear,  the  only  grain  that  is 
fown  here ;  when  there  is  an  open  winter,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, and  the  following  fummer  is  dry  and  warm,  the 
crops  sure  the  beft.     Long  continued  froft  in  winter,  and 
rainy  fummers,  are  exceedingly  hurtful.     The  corns, 
in  many  parts  of  the  parifli,  are  feldom  ftdly  ripened, 
and  feldom  yield  meal  for  corn.     This  depends,  how- 
ever, much  on  their  fituation,  either  near  the  moors,  or 
downward  towards  Kilmarnock  or  Dreghom,  where  the 
lands  are  the  beft.     The  air  is  far  from  being  unhealthy. 
We  cannot  be  faid  to  have  any  difeafes  peculiar  to  the 
place.     From  their  fituation,  the  grounds  nraft  be  damp, 
and  the  air  moid,  but  no  bad  effeds  follow.     Some 
years  ago,  a  fever  prevailed  in  the  village  of  Fenwick, 
but  did  not  extend  much  farther.     For  many  years,  the 
ixnall  pox  had  not  been  in  the  paflfh  but  in  a  few  Scat- 
tered families.     About  the  beginning  of  the  laft  year, 
1792,  they  began  to  make  their  appearance.    They  went 
through  every  corner  of  the  bounds,  and  die  numbers 
that  had  them  were  great ;  but  they  were  very  favour- 
able.    It  was  half  a  year  before  one  died,  and  only  3 
died  in  all.     It  is  almoft  mftieceffary  to  add,  that  they 
all   had  them    in    the  natural   way.     The    prejudices 
againft  inoculation  are  great.     Some  even  deem  it  a  lia 
to  give  children  any  thing  by  way  tf  preparation. 

Rivultts, 


Of  Fenwick.  jj 

•   Rivulets,  Surface,   Fuel,   6cc*— Two  confiderable  ri- 
vulets, or  .waters,  as  they  are  called  here,  run  through 
the  parifli  from  E.  to  W.    Both  have  their  fources  in 
the  moor-grounds  towards  Eaglefliam.      They  unite  a 
little  below  Crawfordland  Caftle,  in  the  parifli  of  Kil- 
marnock,   run  through  that  town  before  it  joins  the 
water  of  Irvine,  and  at  Irvine  are  emptied  into  the  fea. 
They  abound  with  trouts,  and  afford  entertainment  to 
thofie  who  are  fond  of  fifhing ;  and  would  be  ftill  more 
plentiful,  were  they  net  greatly  deftroyed  in  the  dry 
months  by  the  hand*    Salmon  never  come  this  way; 
which  is  owing,  probably,  to  the  waters  being  render* 
ed  hurtful  to  them  by  the  works  carried  on  in  Kilmar- 
nock.    They  very  feldom  do  any  harm  to  either  grafs 
or  corn*    On  their  banks,  there  is  not  a  buih. — This 
parifli,  though  high  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is  not 
mountainous.     To  look  at  Fenwick,  from  Craigie  hills 
in  Kyle,  it  appears  a  large  plain.     The  afcent  from  Kil- 
marnock, Kilmaurs  and  Dreghorn,  is  very  graduaL     At 
many  fpots,  almoft  indeed  from  every  farm  and  every 
houfe,    the  profpeft  is    moil  extenfive   towards  Kfle, 
Carrick,  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  and  the  Ifland  of  Arran, 
with  the  tops  of  the  hills  in  V^rgylefliire.     From  the  2 
waters  already  mentioned,  the  lands  have  a  N.  or  a  S. 
expofure.     The  furface  is  green,  and  produces  tolerable 
grafs.     Though  in  fome  places  there  are  large  propor- 
tions of  black  heath,  where  the  peats  are  cut,  or  grounds 
covered  with  heath  and  bent.     The  moil  common  fuel 
is  peat.    What  coal   is  made  ufe  of  is  brought  from 
Loudoun,  from  Kilkmarnock,   and  from  Kilmaurs,  at 
the  difkance  of  about  5  miles  from  the  church,  and  ra- 
ther to  more  above  it.     In  the  farmers  houfes,  very 
few  coals  are  ufed.    Formerly  every  tradefman  had  his 

peat 
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peat  ftack.  But  now  they  think  it  mom  profitable  to 
ufe  coals,  than  to  fpeod  time  in  fummtr  at  the  maty 
and  have  only  a  few  for  Cummer  ufe. 

Trades,  Zt9i-Stocif  &c.~ Befides  the  village  htra 
called  Fenwick-town,  there  is  another,  called,  from  its 
fituation*  the  Kirk-town.  The  kft  ftands,  for  the  matt 
part,  upon  the  glebe,  and  contains  about  4a  families ; 
the  fituation  is  wet.  The  other  contains  about  36  fa- 
milies j  the  fituation  is  dry.  The  prevailing  trades  id 
the  Kirk-town  are  fhoemakers j  in  Fenwick-town  wt*t 
vers.  The  laft  is  increasing  in  houfes  and  inhabitants ; 
and,  if  trade  continues,  will  increafe.  Here  alfo  it  is 
thought  that  a  blcachfield  might  be  fet  up  with  eonfi* 
deraUe  advantage.  All  the  other  inhabitants  of  die  pt* 
rifli  are  farmers,  who  plough  fo  much  of  their  lands, 
and  keep  horfes  or  cows  and  flieep  in  proportion  to  their 
farms.  At  prefent,  there  may  be  in  the  pariih  ayo 
horfes,  many  of  them  high  priced  ;  2000  black  cattle ; 
and,  in  the  moor  farms,  2300  flieep,  of  the  fmall  moor- 
land kind,  black  faced  and  black  legged.  In  other  parts 
of  the  pariih,  fome  fheep,  from  6  to  8,  of  a  larger  kind, 
for  the  benefit  of  finer  wool  for  family  nfe.  There  are 
made  butter-cheefes,  after  the  Dunlop  manner,  or  what 
is  known  by  the  general  name  of  fwetmilk-cbeefe*  And, 
in  the  feafon,  they  fell  calves  for  the  butcher,  at  very 
considerable  prices,  bought  up  for  the  Glafgow  market, 
befides  what  goes  to  Kilmarnock  and  Stewarton  for  die 
Irvine  market.  Butter  and  cheefe  have  both  rifen  of 
late  very  confiderably  in  their  value,  and  the  fale  is  al- 
ways good,  when  trade  is  good  in  Glafgow  and  Paifley. 
Though  the  corn  crops  are  confiderable,  yet  the  foil  is 
7  better 
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better  adapted  to  pafture  than  to  tillage,  aad  might  be 
made  much  more  valuable, 

Agriculture.— K  confiderable  quantity  of  potatoes  is 
raifed,  but  moftly  for  the  ufe  of  the  family.  The  flax 
that  is  fowa  is  alfo  mot^ly  for  family  ufe,  little  being 
fold ;  and  to  fow  for  the  premiums,  granted  for  that  pur- 
pose, is  not  known.  The  leafe  oblige  the  tenant  to  lime 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  land  before  ploughing  ;  but 
they  all  complain,  that  though  it  rifes  to  the  appearance 
of  a  good  crop,  yet  the  corn  either  falls  -down  and  rots,  or 
does  not  fully  ripen,  from  the  latenefs  of  the  foil*  Very 
little  is  laid  down  in  grafs  for  hay ;  their  chief  dependence 
for  fodder  being  on  the  ftraw  of  their  oats  and  bear,  and 
and  their  bog-hsiy,  which  is  often  a  laborious  and  tedi- 
ous work*  Rains  here  are  much  more  frequent  than  in 
the  parifkes  farther  down  in  the  fame  diftri&.  The  far- 
mers begin  to  labour,  as  foon  as  the  weather  in  the  fpring 
will  permit,  though,  from  the  wetnefs  of  the  foil,  they 
muA  be  later  than  thofe  who  live  in  the  drier  lands  far. 
ther  down  the  country  *• 

It  is  but  a  piece  of  juftice  due  the  people  of  this  parifli  to 
obferve,  that  they  are  remarkably  induftrious  and  attentive 
to  their  harvefUwork ;  by  which  means,  they  have  often 

the 

*  The  following  is  the  time  when  one  farmer  began  to  cut  down  hit 
corns ;  and,  from  his  fituation,  it  may  be  reckoned  nearly  the  average 
of  the  parifli : 


ijSo,    - 

14th  September. 

17S6*,    - 

20th  September. 

W«»i   - 

94th  Angwir. 

1787,    - 

ift  October. 

tjit,    - 

7th  October. 

178B,    - 

1 6th  September. 

»7«3»    • 

3d  September. 

17S0,     - 

12th  September. 

'7M. 

5th  October. 

i790i    - 

sdth  September. 

*7*5»    - 

7th  September. 
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the  ftart  of  their  neighbours,  whofe  limits  mnd  climate 
would  be  much  more  favourable..  When  they  cut  down 
their  corns,  they  fet  them  up  in  fingle  (heaves,  which  is 
called  gaiting ;  by  this  means,  if  any  thing  wet,  may  foon 
dry.  They  let  them  ftand  thus  for  fome  days,  but  al- 
ways with  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  weather.  If  there 
is  the  appearance  of  rain,  they  fet  all  hands  to  work, 
even  at  midnight,  and  put  diem  up  in  what  are  called 
Huts,  built  in  the  form  of  a  rick  of  hay,  and  covered  with 
two- of  the  largeft  and  the  wetteft  fheaves,  called  Hout- 
ings.  They  make  their  huts  larger  or  f mailer,  accord*. 
ing  as  the  fheaves  are  wet  or  dried.  They  keep  die  dry- 
ness they  take,  even  in  very  bad  weather,  except  the 
faoutings,  which  are  neceflarily  expofed;  and,  if  wefl 
built,  hardly  any  weather  fpoils  them.  In  this  date 
they  ftand  till  the  weather  is  good  ;  and  whenever  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  offers,  they  are  taken  down,  and 
expofed  to  the  drought,  if  it  be  neceflary :  what  is  dry  is 
taken  in,  and  what  is  unfit  for  the  barn  or  barn-yard 
is  hutted  again.  It  is  only  when  they  need  much  work 
that  there  is  any  lofs  of  corn  ;  for  the  molt  part  very 
litde.  Laft  feafon  (1792),  the  advantage  was  great. 
We  had.  generally,  all  in  the  barn  or  yard,  when  others, 
who  might,  from  more  favourable  circumftances,  been 
thought  to  have  been  far  before  us,  had  a  great  deal  to 
cut  down,  and  the  whole  of  their  crops  in  the  field  for 
weeks  after  us. 

Plantation*. — There  are  no  woods  in  the  pariih.  In- 
deed very  Httle  timber  of  any  kind  ;  fome  few  trees 
about  feveral  of  the  farm  houfes,  and  fome  young  trees 
about  the  2  villages,  excepted.  All  the  timber  that  is 
nectffary  for  almoft  any  purpofe  is  brought  at  tj»  dif- 

Unce 
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fence  of  feveral  miles  ;  moftly  from  tfre  woods  at  Lou- 
doua  Cftftle,  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  has  not 
been  more  attended  to.  In  every  farm,  fome  part 
might  be  planted,  without .  either  hurting  the  graft 
grounds  or  the  corn  field?,  which,  if  enclofed,  and  taken 
care  of  for  a  few  years,  would  be  of  profit  to  the  pro- 
prietor, for  {belter  to  the  cattle,  and  conveniency  of  the 
tenant.  Mr.  Forbes,  merchant  in  Kilmarnock,  who  late* 
ly  purchafed  fome  lands,  has  the  honour  of  being  the 
firft  who  has  done  any  thing  in  this  way.  But  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  his  example  will  be  followed  by  others. 

Population,  &c— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report, 
the  population  then  was  1113.  The  number  of  families, 
including  the  2  villages,  is  about  244.  The  average 
number  in  each  family  will  be  5,  or  rather  more.  Of 
thefe,  the  great  majority  are  of  the  clafs  called  Burgher- 
Seceders,  who  left  the  Eftabliihment  at  the  fettlement  of 
the  prefent  incumbent.  Alfo  a  confiderable  number  of 
Antiburghers,  of  old  Handing ;  and  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  the  Reformed  Presbytery,  or  thofe  who  adhere  to 
the  covenanted  work  of  Reformation,  whofe  minifter,  as 
he  refides  in  the  pariJh  of  Kilmarnock,  preaches  in  this 
parilh  every  fifth  Sabbath.  It  is  faid,  that,  in  the  laft 
century,  the  Quakers  began  to  make  fome  converts,  h»t 
nothing  of  that  kind  is  now  known  *. 

Vol.  XIV.  H  In 

•  What  may  be  the  number  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  cannot  at 
prefent  be  ascertained,  no  regiftex,  for  fome  years  pail,  being  kept.  The 
tax  to  government  is  the  pretext  for  not  registering  their. children  ;  but 
that  they  may  not  pay  the  parilli  fchoolmafter's  dues,  may  be,  with  fome, 
an  additional  reaftm.  I  can  only  fay,  that  the  people  generally  mar  /•;  and 
>cinr  fober  and  healthy,  have  children.    The  births,  for  fome  yens  p-ft, 

have 
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In  the  pariih,  there  are  46  weavers9  looms,  of  which 
14  are  muflin-looms  ;  and,  I  believe,  there  will  foon  be 
more.     There  are  16  fhoemakers  ;  5  tailors,  and  their 
apprentices  ;  3  wrights'  (hops ;  3  coopers  ;  and   1  flax- 
dreffer.      We   have    9  mafons,     and    a    maltmen.     It 
is   now   more   common    for    the    fons    of   farmers    to 
be   bound   apprentices   to   fome  of    thefe    trades   than 
formerly.     Many  having  learned  the  trades  here,  have 
gone  to  towns,  and  have  fucceeded  well.    Some  few  have 
gone  abroad.     We  cannot  be  faid  to  have  any  manufac- 
tures.    One  man  may  deal,  to  the  extent  of  about  2od. 
a-year,  in  buying  and  manufacturing  coarfe  yarn  into 
what  is  called  brown  linens,  in  flax-feed,  and  in  giving 
out  flax  to  be  fpun  by  die  women  of  the  pariih.    Some  of 
the  fhoemakers  work  for  the  export  trade  carried  on  by 
the  merchants    of   Kilmarnock. — In  ordinary  feafons, 
more  meal  is  made  in  the  pariih  than  the  inhabitants 
confume  ;  confiderable  quantities  go  £.  to  Pauley,  GlafU 
gow,  and  the  places  adjacent,  as  the  people  have  friends 
or  connexions.     Many,  or  molt  of  the  farmers,  fatten 
their  own  winter  meat.     A  few  fat  cattle  are  killed  for 
their  ufe  before  harveft,  and  a  few  more  are  killed  after 
it.     But  there  is  no  market  for  butcher-meat.     We  get 
that  from  Kilmarnock.    The  meal  is  always  1  penny,  and 
fometimes  more,  the  peck,  cheaper  here  than  in  the  Glaf» 
gow  and  Pauley  markets* 

Language* 
t 

have  exceeded,  I  am  perfoaded,  the  deaths ;  and  perhaps  there  never  were 
in  the  pariih  more  children  and  young  perfoas,  than  at  prtfent.  Then 
are  many  who  live  to  an  advanced  age.  One  of  Lord  Glafgow's  tenants, 
near  00,  comes  to  church  almoft  every  Sabbath,  through  a  bad  road ;  and 
in  the  year  1784,  Matthew  Mowat,  the  bellman,  died,  aged  above  90. 
He  had  the  charge  of  the  pariih  bell  for  above  So  years :  His  father  and 
he  had  held  the  office  from  the  time  that  the  pariih  was  erected,  Vll  then* 
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*  Language* — The  language  is  that  which  is  common 
in  the  Low  Country  of  Scotland.  The  names  of  places  • 
are  fometimes  taken  from  their  local  fituation.  Many 
are  plainly  Gaelic,  and  many  more,  perhaps,  from  the 
fame,  whofe  meaning,  from  corruptions  in  pronunciation 
and  fpelling,  is  forgotten  and  loft  *. 

Birds.— The  moor  grounds  are  {locked  with  plenty  of 

moor-fowls,    and   are  much  frequented  at   the   feafon. 

The  curlew  and  lap-wing  are  alfo  in  abundance.     The 

H  2  only 

*  There  is  a  boufe,  the  principal  ft  age  for  travellers  between  Glafgow 
and  Kilmarnock,  called  the  King's  well  Tradition  Cays,  that  it  got  this 
name  on  the  following  occafion.  One  of  the  James's  came  W.  to  fettle 
fome  difpotei  at  a  place  called  Pothelly-hall,  where  are  the  veftiges;  and 
no  more,  of  an  old  tower.  At  the  fpot  where  the  houfe  now  Hands,  his 
barfe  drank  out  of  a  well,  afterward  called  the  King's  Well,  and  alfo  went 
into  a  quagmire,  which  (till  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  King's  Stable. 
On  that  occafion,  he  is  (aid  to  have  caufed  to  be  hanged  18  of  them  who 
were  in  fault,  upon  an  hawthorn  tree,  which  is  dill  pointed  out,  and,  in- 
deed, has  .the  appearance  of  being  very  old.  It  (lands  (ingle  in  a  field  of 
one  of  the  farms  above  Pothelly-hall.  Potbclly-hall»  at  that  time,  was 
inhabited  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  Cochrane,  a  branch  of  the  family  of 
Dundonald.  They  had  confined  the  prifoners  in  a  vault,  till  his  majefty 
came.  Being  very  hungry,  as  even  kings  will  be,  in  a  country  thinly  inha- 
bited, and  Ul  fupplied  with  provifions,  it  is  faid,  that  he  went  into  an 
Louie,  not  far  from  Pothelly-hall,  and  fat  down.  The  gude-wife  gave  him 
bread  and  milk,  the  beft  fare  which  (he  probably  had.  After  he  had  made 
his  breakfaft,  (he  told  him,  that  her  hufband  was  one  of  his  prifoners,  and 
that  it  would  be  hard  to  hang  a  man,  after  having  eat  bis  breakfaft 
fitting  in  his  arm  chair.  When  he  came  to  the  place,  he  called  firft 
for  that  man,  and  defired.him  to  go  home,  and  be  a  better  bairn,  before 
be  proceeded  to  judge  the  reft.  Another  tradition  fays,  that  the  King's 
Well  got  its  name  from  the  things  having  happened  there  when  his  Majefty 
was  on  his  way  to  attend  the  marriage  of  one  of  his  own  relations  at  Sorn 
CaJtk,  fome  miles  farther  S. ;  and  that  he  (houla1  have  faid,  from  the  dif- 
ficulties which  he  met  with  in  paifing  through  fuch  bad  roads,  "  that  if 
-**  be  were  to  play  a  trick  on  the  devil,  he  would  fend  him  to  a  bridal  at 
-  Sora." 
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only  birds  of  pafiage  are  the  cuckoo  and  the  fwaDowv 
Hares  are  alfo  in  great  numbers,  were  they  not  de- 
ftroyed  by  poachers  of  different  defcriptions.  And  eve* 
game-keepers  may  be  game-dcftroyers. 

Minerals,  &c. — On  the  N.  fide  of  the  barony  of  Po- 
tbelly, there  is  a  free-ftone  quarry  not  much  wrought, 
and  a  thin  feam  of  coal,  both  at  the  banks  of  the  water* 
which  feparate  this  parifh  from  that  of  Stewarton.  In 
the  barony  of  Thowallan,  there  are  2  lime-ftone  quar- 
ries, both  much  ufed.  Colonel  Crawford  has  alfo  free- 
Hone  and  lime  ftone  in  his  lands,  and  the  appearance  of 
coal.  But  all  the  attempts  to  get  a  workable  mine  have 
hitherto,  from  whatever  caufe  it  may  have  arifen,  prov- 
ed unfuccefsfuL  The  lime  (tones  in  the  quarry  at  Gin* 
forth,  in  the  barony  of  Rowallan,  are  replete  with  fea- 
fliells,  and  other  remains  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
the  ocean.  But  they  are  fo  firmly  united  with  the 
ftone,  that  they  cannot  be  feparated  from  it  without  be* 
ing  greatly  mutilated— Near  to  the  King's  Well,  in  the 
fame  barony,  is  to  be  found  what  is  called  the  Scotch- 
gale,  a  fpecies  of  the  myrtle. 

Ecclefiajtical  State,  &c— None  of  the  greater  heritors 
refide  in  the  parifh ;  all  the  inhabitants  are  farmers  or 
tradefmen,  and  all  upon  the  fame  footing  as  to  rank  and 
education. 

The  firft  minifter  of  this  pariih  was  Mr.  William 
Guthrie,  juftly  famous  in  his  time.  He  was  ordained 
in  1644,  eje&ed  in  1662,  and  died  in  the  north  in  1665. 
He  was  great  grandfather  to  the  late  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Court  of  Seffioif,  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  to  2  refpeftahle 
clergymen  now  in  Ayrfliire,  and  to  the  venerable  and. 

learned! 
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learned  Mr-  John  Warner  of  Kilbarchan,  in  Renfrew- 
fhire. 

Lord  Glasgow  is  patron  of  the  pariih.  The  church 
was  built  in  1643,  and  is  ftill  in  the  fame  condition  as  at 
firft,  by  far  too  large  fcr  the  pariih  ;  and,  from  its  not 
being  plaftered,  cold  and  uncomfortable  in  winter,  the 
{how  often  lying  in  it  feme  inches  deep.  The  manfe 
was  built  in  1783;  an  excellent  houfe,  as  all  the  new 
manfes  in  Ayrihire  are,  though  the  fituarion,  in  the 
middle  of  the  Kirk-town,  is  not  fo  convenient.  The 
ftipend  is  84  bolls  and  4  pecks  of  meal,,  and  a81.  feme 
odd  (killings  Sterlings  in  money.  The  glebe  is  about 
6  acres,  befides  a  large  garden,  and  the  ground  up- 
on which  the  greateft  part  of  the  Kirk-town  ftandf, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  have  been  in  ufe  to  get  a  new 
leafe  from  each  minifter  during  his  incumbency.  They 
pay  about  4<L  the  fall  •„ 

Cbara&cr  of  the  PeopU,  Poor,  &c.— In  every  places 
a  diverfity  of  characters  is  to  be  met  with  9  and  we^ 
are  not  without  our  ihare  of  the  unruly  and  regardlefs* 
But  the  people,  in  general,  are  fober  and  induftrious. 
Some  few  have  enlifted  into  the  army.  In  their  cir* 
cumftaaces,  the  people  are,  upon  the  whole,  eafy,  and 

have 

Prices,  Wages%  *c — The  only  fowls  reared,  are  hens,  and  a  few  ducks* 
The  price  of  a  hen  is  from  is.  to  is.  4&  or  is.  6*d. ;  ducks  fell  for  is.  8d., 
or  as.  the  pair.  A  labourer's  wages  are  about  lod.  or  is.  a  day,  and  bis 
meat ;  a  mafonrs  is.  8d. ;  a  tailor's  8d.  or  od. ;  men-fervants  are  from  3I.. 
sot.  to  41.,  the  half  year;  and  a  maid-fcrvant's  from  30s.  to  35s.,  or  40s., 
with  fome  perquisites ;  They  have  been  raifed  almoA  one-third  within 
tfacie  10  years.  The  farmers  work  their  lands  either  by  their  own  fami- 
nes, or  hired  fervants.  Work  done  by  cottagers  is  not  known.  The 
tenants  in  Crawfordland  eftate  lead  fome  coals ;  in  the  other  lands,  there 
is  00  fervice-work  whatever 


62  Statifikal  Account 

have  reafon  to  be  contented.  There  is  not  a  beggar  in 
the  parifh.  Only  four  are  at  prefent  on  the  poor's  lift  ; 
though  fome  few  more  get  help  occafionally.  They  are 
fupported  by  collections  at  the  church-doors,  and  from 
the  remains  of  a  confiderable  flock,  which,  indeed,  is 
now  verj  inconfiderable,  from  the  bankruptcy  of  a 
trading  company,  to  whom  the  greateft  part  of  it  had 
been  lent  in  the  time  of  the  laft  incumbent.  The  Sc- 
teders,  fo  far  as  I  know,  never  give  any  thing. 

Roads,  &c.-We  are  well  accommodated  with  good 
roads.  The  great  road  from  Glafgow  to  Ayr,  by  Kil- 
marnock, runs  through  the  parifh  for  more  than  7  miles. 
We  have  good  roads  alfo  to  Loudoun,  Gulftin,  to  Ir- 
vine by  Kilmaurs  ;  and  the  road  to  Stewarton  is  made 
as  far  as  this  parifli  goes.  But  as  it  is  not  yet  finifh- 
ed,  it  is  not  of  the  advantage  it  would  otherwife  be  as 
a  thorough-fare.  Both  roads  and  bridges  are  now  made, 
and  kept  in  repair  from  the  ftatute-work,  commuted  at, 
I  believe,  3d.  Sterling  upon  il.  Scots  valuation. 

Rental. — The  yearly  rent  of  the  parifh,  including  the 
value  of  the  lands  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  proprietors, 
may  be  about  4000I.  Sterling.  The  valued  rent  is 
above  5000I.  Scots  *. 

Mifcellaneoui  Obfervations. — A  confiderable  part  of 
the  lower  end  of  the  parifh  is  enclofed  with  hedges  and 

ditches* 

9  In  this  late  foil,  the  year  1782  wis  very  hurtful.  The  fnow  fell  be- 
fore  all  the  corns  were  cut  down.  The  greateft  part  were  in  the  fields*  and 
greatly  deftroyed  by  the  frofts.  Few,  if  any,  prefervcd  feed  for  next  year. 
The  meal  of  courfe  was  bad,  fome  very  bad.    The  only  relief  which  we, 

a«4 
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ditches.  But  the  hedges  are  not  well  taken  care  of. 
The  cattle  are  allowed  to  wander  through  them,  by 
which  means  they  are  rendered  partly,  at  leaft,  ufelefs 
as  fences. — We  are  much  more  expenfivc  in  drefs  than 
xo  years  ago.  There  are  4  ale  and  whiflcy  houfes  in 
the  parifh,  befides  the  ftage  at  King's  Well.  The  quan- 
tities of  whifky  made  ufe  of  are  amazing  ;  thofe  houfes 
ought  to  be  more  attended  to,  their  numbers  lefiened, 
as  the  effeds  they  produce  arc  deftruftive  both  to  the 
health,  and  the  morals  of  the  people.  We  have  2  toll- 
bars,  befides  1  fide-bar;  at  2  of  them  whifky  is  alfo 
fold,  not  always  for  the  good  of  the  neighbours.— In 
the  year  178a,  the  heritors  built  a  new  fchool-houfe, 
and  houfe  for  the  fchoolmafter.  His  falary  is  6  bolls 
of  meal,  and  40  merks  a-year ;  he  has  alfo  103.  for 
being  feiuon-clerk,  and  2s.  6d.  for  every  proclamation 
in  order  to  marriage.  The  fchool  wages  have  neves 
been  raifed,  as  in  all  the  parifhes  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
only  is.  2d.  the  quarter  for  reading  Engliih.  The 
number  of  Scholars  may  be  about  4c 

Far  up  in  the  moor  grounds  of  the  barony  of  Row- 
allan,  there  is  a  farm  called  Serdgoin.  It  is  entirely  a 
flieep  farm.  It  has  been  poffeffed  for  many  fucceffive 
generations  by  a  family  of  the  name  of  Howie.  The. 
tradition  of  the  family  is,  that  the  firft  who  fettled  there 
was  a  refugee  from  the  perfecution  of  the  Waldenfes. 
There  is  no  doubt,  but  they  have  refided  there  for  fome 

hundred 


and  many  of  our  neighbours  had,  was  in  the  white  pcifc,  which,  from  the 
price  that  took  place  at  that  time,  were  difpofed  of,  and  confiderablc 
quantities  of  them  came  W.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted  here,  that  Lord 
da/gow  gave  a  donation,  at  that  needful  feafon,  to  all  the  pariflies  where 
his  different  eftates  are.  To  this  parifh,  he  fent  ao. guineas,  to  be  given  to 
(ttch  poor  as  were  not  upon  the  ordinary  funds. 
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hundred  years.  The  place  is  exceedingly  remote.  And 
it  is  not  likely  that  any,  at  that  time,  would  have  taken 
up  their  refidence  there,  had  they  not  confidered  it  as  a 
place  where  they  were  not  in  danger  of  being  molefted. 
The  mailer  of  the  family  has  been  a  John  Howie  for 
many  generations,  till  within  tfeefe  few  months,  that 
both  father  and  ion— both  Johns,  dud  *. 

Improvements  may  be  faid  to  be  only  in  their  infan- 
cy ;  here  the  tenant  goes  on  in  the  fame  old  way  that 
his  father  did  before  hinl.  They  are  beginning,  how- 
ever, to  be  at  more  pains  with  their  farms  in  many  re- 
fpefts,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  fuccefs  of  fome 
may  ftir  up  others.  There  are  hundreds  of  acres  which 
will  not  be  touched  till  the  country  is  every  where  in  a 
higher  ftate  of  cultivation  than  it  is  at  prefient.  But 
there  are  few  farms  where,  with  a  little  expenfe,  much 
might  not  be  added,  if  not  to  the  corn  fields,  at  leafl  to 
the  meadow  and  grafs  grounds.  But  the  farmer  ufes 
the  meadow  which  his  predeceffors  have  made  ready  for 
him,  and  never  thinks  of  adding  any  to  it,  how  eafily 
foever  it  may  be  done.  Some  years  ago,  they  began  to 
work  fome  of  the  bent  ground,  as  it  is  called,  which 
never  had  been  ploughed  before.     The  corns,  where  it 

had 

•  The  family  were  much  diftreffed  during  the  troubles  in  the  reigns  of 
Charles  and  James,  in  the  laft  century.  They  preferve  here  the  colours 
that  belonged  to  this  pkrUh,  when  the  covenanters  took  anna,  and  which 
they  had  with  them  at  the  battle  of  Both  well  Bridge,  with  the  (word  of 
a  Captain  Paton  of  this  pariih,  and  fome  other  things,  which  are  confidered 
as  precious  relicks  of  them  who  were  engaged  in  that  good  work.  There 
are  3  or  4  of  what  are  called  martyr-Hones,  erected  to  the  mttnory  of 
thofe  who  were  (hot  to  death  in  this  place.  And  there  is  a  cove  called 
Duntonlove,  in  which,  it  is  faid,  that  they  hid  themfelves  at  times  from 
the  enemy.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  ever  to  have  been  of  much  ufe  for 
that  purpofe,  though,  indeed,  from  the  lapfe  of  a  century,  its  appearance 
may  be  much  changed. 
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tad  been  limed,  were  luxuriant,  but  more  draw  than 
corn.  Some  fowed  it  the  laft  year  that  it  was  in  tillage 
with  grafs  feeds,  and  the  crop  was  good.  But  they 
erred  in  allowing  the  cattle  to  pafture  on  it  too  foon. 
The  roots  of  the  grafs  were  broken,  the  bcft  of  the  foil 
trodden  down,  and  almoft  the  whole  reduced  to  the  fame 
ftate  in  which  it  was  before.  There  is  one,  however, 
who  is  to  be  excepted,  as  not  having  followed  the  ge- 
neral prafitice.  And  if  he  who  makes  three  blades  of 
grafs  grow  where  only  one  was  produced  before,  de« 
ferves  well  of  his  country,  his  name  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned, as  his  example  may  be  followed  by  thofe  whofe 
grounds  are  like  his* — Robert  Brown  bought  a  final! 
farm  in  this  pariih,  about  12  or  14  years  ago.  It  had 
been  managed  in  the  ordinary  way,  part  in  grafs,  and 
part  in  tillage.  But  there  were  6  or  7  acres  to  which 
nothing  had  been  done,  and  to  which  he  wifhed  to  do 
fomething.  His  great  objefi  was  fodder  for  his  cattle 
in  winter.  He  hired  men  to  dig  part  of  it  with  the 
fpade,  and  to  form  it  into  ridges ;  he  afterward  lime4 
lt9  and  fowed  it  with  oats.  He  had  more  corn  than  he 
t&pe&ed,  and  the  ftraw  was  plentiful.  This  encouraged 
him  to  go  on ;  he  dreffed  the  firft  over  again,  and  all 
that  remained  in  the  fame  way,  fowed  it  with  oats  and 
graft  feeds.  The  crop  was  as  good  as  could  have  been 
expefted  ;  and,  for  the  a  laft  years,  the  hay  that  was 
produced  would  have  fold  for  20I.  Sterling.  Before  he 
did  any  thing  to  it,  to  ufe  his  own  words,  an  acre  wou^d 
not  have  grazed  a  iheep.  He  thinks  that  it  will  never 
be  fit  for  the  plough.'  In  this,  he  may  be  miftaken.  But 
he  never  allows  any  of  his  cattle  to  pafture  upon  it,  be* 
ing  fcnfible,  that  even,  for  grafs  it  would  greatly  hurt  it, 
both  by  breaking  the  roots,  and  the  /ward,  as  it  is  call- 
Vol,  XIV.  I  ed. 
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ed,  before  it  is  well  (aliened  together.  Some  have  foU 
lowed  his  example  in  pajt,t  but  oclj  in  part,  and  there- 
fore their  attempts  have  not  been  attended  with  the 
fame  fuccefs. 

They  have  lately  marred  the  lands,  in  the  way  in  which 
they  cut  the  peats,  by  a  large  hole,  ao  or  30  feet  fquare, 
and  fo  many  feet  deep,  being  made  in  a  plain  field,  becaufe 
it  fuited  their  prefent  convenience,  without  ever  attend- 
ing to  the  confluences.  This  is  far,  however,  from  be- 
ing the  cafe  with  all.  They  work,  or  they  oblige  others 
to  work,  the  peat  binkT  with  order  and  regularity. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  of  advantage,  to  give  longer  leafe?, 
even  though  the  rent  were  to  rife  at  certain  intervals,  or 
to  engage  to  give  the  tenant  a  certain  fum  for  every  acre 
of  ground  which  he  had  improved,  if  it  was  done  in  a  fuf- 
ficient  manner,  whether  for  meadow,  or  corn  grounds.  la 
a  few  years,  the  lands  might  be  made  much  more  valu- 
able :  But  thofe  who  have  been  long  accuftomed  to  a  cer- 
tain mode  of  labour,  and  never  faw  better,  are  apt  ^ 
think,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  make  things  better. 
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NUMBER    III. 


UNITED   PARISHES  of  DAVIOT    and 
DUNLICHTY. 


(Stkod  of  MurraIt,  Presbyter*  of  Inverness.)  % 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Gordon. 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  Later,  &c. 

DUNLICHTY  the  larger,  and  probably  the  older  of 
thefe  pariihes,  is  fo  called,  from  a  high  mountain, 
or  rather  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  church  (lands : 
Dun  It  Cbatti,  that  is,  the  hill  which  is  in  the  middle, 
and  bifefts  the  territory  of  the  Catti.  The  defendants 
of  this  ancient,  numerous,  and  warlike  people,  under  the 
various  appellations  of  Mackintosh,  the  Chief,  Macgilli- 
vrays,Macpherfons,  Shaws,  Macbeans,  Smiths  and  Gows, 
are,  at  le&ft,  9  in  10,  even  at  this  time,  of  the  proprie- 
tors and  poueflors  of  lands,  for  a  great  track  on  either 
fide  of  this  hill.  On  its  fummit  are  unequivocal  marks 
I  2  of 
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of  its  having  been  nfed  for  a  place  of  rendezvous,  or 
making  fignals,  according  to  the  manners  that  prevailed 
among  our  anceftors  in  remote  ages*  There  is  a  very 
extenfive  view  from  it,  in  &U  directions  ;  and,  for  thefe 
purpofes,  was  the  moft  eligible  of  any  to  the  Clancbatti*- 
Daviot  is  faid  to  be  a  name  given  to  this  pariih,  in  me- 
mory of  David  Earl  of  Crawfurd,  who  built  die  fort,  or 
ftronghold,  to  be  hereafter  defcribed.  But  bj  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  pronounced  in  Gaelic,  this  etymology* 
feems  forced  and  unnatural ;  yet  tradition  has  not  pre- 
ferred any  other  *.. 

Thefe  parifhes-lie  nearly  due  E.  and  W.  on  both  fides, 
the  river  Nairn,  extending  in  length  17  computed,  or 
about  23  meafured  miles ;  their  greateft  breadth  of 
ground,  lefe  or  more,  in  cultivation,  not  exceeding  4* 
miles  ;  their  lead  fcarcely  if.  The  external  appearance: 
not  very  inviting,  and  mud  feem  rather  wild  and  roman- 
tick  to  a  ftranger ;  not  only  are  the  hills  either  naked, 
rocks,  or  covered  with  heath,,  without  lb  much  as  a  ihrub. 
almoft  to  be  feen  among  them;  but  even  in  the  low 
grounds,  there  are  large  tracks  of  peat-mob,  or  barren 
mobr,  incapable  of  cultivation ;  but  which  feem,  in  moft 
places,  well  adapted  for  planting  foreft-trees,  ftich  as  fir„ 
larix,  &c.  This  ufe  of  fuch  grounds,  has  been  attempt- 
ed by  Mr,  Macgillivray  of  Dunmaglafs,  Mr.  Mackintoih 
of  Aberarder,  and  Mr.  Mackintofh  of  Far,  on  their  pro- 
perties- 

*  Thefe  ptrifiies  were  diftincl  charges,  until  about  the  year  itftt,  when 
they  were  united ;  and  there  is  ftiil  a  parochial  church  sad  glebe  in  each. 
Keithef  of  thefe  glebes  are  of  the  legal  extent ;  and  upon  that  of  Dunlickw 
ty,  an  encroachment  has  been  made  about  60  years  ago ;  which  encroach- 
ment being  a  corn-mill  and  water-lead,  it  is  alleged,  cannot  be  removed* 
Xhe  distance  between  the  churches,  is  computed  to  be  4  miles,  but  waX 
meafure  near  7;  and  public  wormip  is  alternately  performed  in  them,  e*. 
icxj  Lord's-day. 
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perries,  with  flattering  fuccefs  ;  and  were  the  other  pro- 
prietors to  imitate  the  example,  the  profpeft  would  be 
mended,  and  their  eftates  acquire  a  great  additional  value* 
About  the  church  of  Daviot,  and  for  2  miles  above  it,  0% 
both  fides  of  the  river,  are  a  great  many  fand-hills,  which 
appear  evidently  to  have  been  formed,  at  fome  very  remote 
period,  by  the  current  of  contrary  tides,  by  the  flux  and 
reflux  of  the  fea,  though  they  are,  at  leaft,  300  feet  per- 
pendicular height  above  its  prefent  level,  or  flood-mark, 
at  Nairn  or  Ihvernef9.  Near  die  church  of  Dunlichty^ 
and  weftward  for  fome  miles,  the  mountains  and  hilly 
confift  chiefly  of  folid  rocks,  exhibiting  clear  proofs,  that 
earthquakes  were  formerly  more  frequent  and  terrible 
in  this  ifland,  than  either  hifiory  or  tradition  hath  con- 
veyed to  us,  there  being  almoft  every  where,,  at  the  foot 
of  thefe  mountains,  innumerable  fragments  of  enormous 
fiae,  that  have  been,  by  thefe  dreadful  commotions,  fe- 
vered from  their  parent  rocks.  Among  the  mountains 
are  feveral  lochs,,  the  principal  of  which  are,  Loch  Ruth~ 
Yca,  Loch  Dundelchack  and  Loch  Clachan ;  all  of  them* 
die  firft  efpecially,  abound  with  trout,  of  a  moil  delici- 
ous tafte  and  flavour,  of  the  colour  of  falmon  whendrefTed* 
and  much  admired.  They  are  from  8  oz.  to  3  lb.  in  weight* 
and  bite  fo  keenly  with  a  weftern  breeze,  that  a  fkilful 
angler  may  catch  4  or  j  dozen  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours. 
There  is  always  1,  and  fometimes  2  boats  kept  here,  for 
the  purpofe  of  fifhing  ;  and  gentlemen,  at  the  diftance  of 
feveral  miles  refort  to  it  in  die  fummer  months  for  di- 
verfion.  The  lake  is  three  miles  long,  but  fcarcely  one 
over,  where  broadeil :  the  other  lakes  do  not  furniihfport 
In  fnch  plenty  ;  they  have,  however,  a  greater  variety  of 
fiib,  among  which  are  pike  and  char,  which  are  not  in  the 
former.    Loch  Dundelchack  is  twice  as  large  as  the  a- 

bove 
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bove,  and  very  deep.  It  is  remarkable,  that  it  neve* 
freezes  in  winter,  bat  very  readily  in  fpring,  by  one 
night's  froft,  when  the  weather  is  calm.  Loch  Clachan  is 
•a  bafon  formed  by  the  ftream  which  iilues  from  the  laft 
mentioned,  at  a  fiiort  difiance,  and  not  much  above  a  mile 
in  circumference.  Lime  rock  has  been  discovered  a 
little  below  the  Mains  of  Daviot  in  the  bed,  and  by  the 
fides  of  the  river.  A  vaft  many  metallic  cubes  of  one- 
eighth  to  one-fourth  of  an  inch  or  more,  are  found,  and 
appear  in  this  rock ;  they  are  of  the  colour  of  lead,  and 
contain  a  greafproportion  of  that  metal. 

Stipend,  Poor,  Church,  Manfe,  &c. — The  ftipend,  in 
1781,  was  52I.  6s.  But  in  1784,  there  was  an  augmenta- 
tion of  25L  ;  no  part  whereof  is  vi&ual,  and  the  pariihi- 
oners  are  not  bound  to  perform  any  fervices  to  him. — The 
number  of  poor  on  the  feffion-roll,  is  from  40  to  46  per- 
fons ;  among  whom,  cotnmunibus  annis,  there  is  the  fum 
of  5I.  diftributed  once  every  year,  which  fum  arifes  part- 
ly from  the  intcreft  of  36I.  mortified  money,  partly  from 
the  collections  made  in  the  churches,  and  partly  from  de- 
linquents, peaalties.  Out  of  the  penalties,  certain  fees  are 
paid  to  the  feffion-clerk,  and  kirk  officers,  amounting  to 
al.y  or  thereby,  annually  ;  but  they  have  the  dues  of  mar- 
riages and  baptifms  in  addition,  which  are  no  inconfider- 
able  perquifites. 

The  church  of  Dunliclity  was  rebuilt  in  1759,  an<^  has 
had  but  one  repair  fince,  of  25I.,  about  4  years  ago.  The 
church  and  manfe  of  Daviot,  in  1763  and  1764,  but  not 
fo  fubftantially,  having  had  two  repairs  fince,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  between  Sol.  and  90I.  each  time,  and  now  much 
in  need  of  a  third,  at  the  diftance  only  of  7  years  from  the 
laft  repair  given  them.     It  has  happened  to  thefe  build*. 

ings, 
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ings,  what  is  often  the  fate  of  public  works  of  this  kind, 
when  given  to  tradefmen  who  exhibit  the  lowed  efti- 
mates,  without  inquiring  fufficiently  into  their  character 
and  ability.  For  fuch  underbidden,  be  fides  incapacity  per- 
haps, mull  have  temptations  upon  grounds  lefs  fair,  to 
make  inefficient  work,  and  mar  the  undertaking.  This 
remark  is  but  too  plainly  verified,  in  the  rebuilding  of 
the  manfe  and  offices  of  Daviot,  to  the  great  iofs  of  the 
heritors,  and  daily  inconvenience  and  prejudice  of  the  mi- 
niftcr  ever  fince. 

Antiquities \ — At  the  Mains  of  Davipt,  a  feat  of  the 
anceftors  of  the  prefent  Laird  of  Mackintosh,,  there  weret 
till  lately,  the  ruins  of  a  fort  or  caftle,  built  by  the 
Earl  of  Crawfurd,  in  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century. 
This  was,  in  thofe  days,  a  place  of  great;  Strength,  be- 
ing fituated  on  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  fond-hills  al- 
ready mentioned,  had  a  dry  ditch  and  dr%aw-bfi4ge> 
which  divided  and  fortified  it  from  the  level  ground  on 
the  W.,  and  a  Strong  wall  on  the  other  fides,  where  the 
height  and  natural  declivity  of  the  hill  added  much  to 
its  fecurity.  It  was  a  fquare  building,  and  enclofed  an 
area  of  360  fquare  yards-}  it  had  4  circular  towers,  I  in 
every  corner,  and  containing  each  3  (lories,  all  vaulted ; 
had  fecret  paffages  in  the  middle  of  the  wall,  commu- 
nicating with  large  vaulted  rooms  for .  the  main  guard  at 
{he  principal  entry  *. 

There 

*  This  was  2  (lately  edifice,  and  commanded  a  very  txtenfivc  i>ro- 
fpecl.  The  walls  and  towers,  except  a  fmall  breach  at  the  main  gnu-, 
were  all  entire  about  44  years  ago ;  and,  had  they  differed  no  injury  1-c- 
fides  natural  decay,  might  have  remained,  for  centuries  yet  to  come,  ;i 
fpeciipen  of  the  fupcrior  (kill  of  our  ancient  operative  roaibns.  In  174s, 
I  wadfet  waj  obtained  of  the  land*  of  Daviot,  where  the  caiUc  flood ; 

aud 
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Heritors,  Population,  Rent,  &c.— There  are  10  heri- 
tors and  proprietors  belonging  to  thefe  parifhes,  only  a 
of  whom  now  refide,  and  but  4  who  have  their  family 
leatt  in  it.  The  improvements,  therefore,  either  lor 
ornament  or  utility,  have  made  but  flow  progrefs  here. 
Yet  Mr.  Mackintofli  of  Far  has  happily  fucceeded  in 
both.  By  enclofing,  draining  and  planting,  he  has  made 
his  paternal  eftate  both  valuable  and  delightful,  and  it 
would  be  efteemed  fo  in  the  bed  cultivated  country. 
Colonel  M*GilEvray  projected  improvements  on  the  ef- 
tate of  Dunmaglafs  on  a  larger  fcale  ;  but  his  prema- 
ture death  has  occafioned  delay  in  feme  confideraUe  parts 
of  the  execution.  This  refpe&able  family  is  now  re- 
prefented  by  a  minor,  nephew  to  the  Colonel. 

According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the  number  o 
fouls  in  1755  was  2176.  By  a  furvey  of  thefe  united 
parishes,  taken  a  years  ago,  they  contain  400  families, 
including  tradefmen  and  labourers  who  are  married;  and 
the  whole  number  of  perfons  was  then  1697.  Of  thefe, 
430  are  of  the  Scotch  Epifcopal  Communion ;  all  the 
reft,  except  s  Seceders,  are  of  the  EftaUifhed  Church. 
The  Epifcopalians  have  a  meeting-houfe,  where  one  of 
their  clergy  preaches  once  in  3  or  4  weeks,  but  not  re- 
gularly, and  adminifters  the  facrament  4  times  a-year, 
after  the  manner  prescribed  by  die  Englilh  ritual.  They 
generally  attend  our  public  worJhip  when  they  have 

none 

and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that,  in  a  country  where  (tones  are  fo 
plentiful  as  to  be  an  incumbrance,  this  noble  and  only  monument  of  an* 
tiquity  fliould  be  partly  deitroyed  for  rurniflring  materials  to  a  modem 
farm-houfe  and  offices.  Still,  however,  a  magnificent  ruin  remained; 
but  it  rauft  (hake  the  feelings  of  every  perfon  of  tafte  to  be  told,  that  itsp 
total  deftru&ion  was  gradually  accomplished,  during  a  period  of  40 
years,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  procuring  the  old  lime  and  rubbifli  fcr 
the  pofleffbr's  dunghills. 
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none  tnemielves,  and  are  perfonaHy  acquainted  with  the 
rninifter.  Jn  no  country  are  different  religious  perfua* 
fions  attended  with  more  mutual  forbearance  and  charity 
than  in  this.  Difputes  about  religion  are  fcarcelj  ever 
known  to  exift  here.;  and  of  our  Episcopalians,  it  is  but 
juftice  to  fay,  that  while  thejr  profefs  an  opinion,  that 
has  been  cenfured  by  feme  as  illihrral,  they  $re  truly 
moderate  •. 

Year.      Marriages.     Dapti&ris. 

2784         14  32         Epif.  children  not  included. 

Ditto  included* 

Ditto  15/ 

*Di$to  not  known. 

Ditto    dkto. 

Valued  rent  of  Daviot  and  Dunjicfcty  3186L  13s.  40% 
Scots  money.  Real  current  rent,  by  the  beft  informs* 
lion  that  could  bp  obtained,  1  rool.  Sterling* 

Amimali,  Sec. — The  black  freed  flxeep  have  been  in- 
troduced into  the  upper  part  of  Dunlichty,  but  too  lata 
to  afcertain,  with  precifion,  the  profit  or  disadvantage 
that  may  accrue  from  them.  They  are  chiefly  in  the 
poueffion  of  6  perfons,  and  have  not  fuffered  in  the  leait 
from  the  climate  of  this  country.  Their  whole  number 
4oes  not  exceed  ?oop  j  medium  value.  9s.  each ;  bed 
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*  Owing  to  an  incident,  no  regifter  of  baptifms  and  marriages  has 
been  kept  here  face  the  1788.  The  numbers  for  that,  and  the  4  imme- 
diate preceding  years,  were  as  in  the  above  (ketch ;  obfenring  only, 
that  always  Come  of  the  people,  in  the  more  diftant  parts  of  the  parMh, 
are  in  ufe  of  getting  their  children  baptised  by  the  neighbouring  and 
moft  contiguous  ninjfters,  and  feldom  make  a  return  of  their  munes  to 
•at  frjfrwwcjrrk. 
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Umbs  56. ;  fcots  is.  6d.  The  common  and  crofe-^reedj 
*re  more  than  double  that  number;  worth,  at  a  melium, 
js.  ;  lambs  from  is.  6d.  to  38.  Black  cattle  have  di- 
iminifhed  greatlj  fince  the  eager  defire  of  fheep-farmieg 
has  become  fo  general  in  the  ncighbonring  pariihes,  and 
partly  in  this  5  there  being,  from  that  caufe,  no  way 
fcf  pafturing  them  in  the  glens,  in  fuinmer,  as  ufual. 
Their  number  not  above  1300  ;  medium  value,  al.  each. 
There  are  few  faddle  or  draught  horfes  ;  but  thofe  of 
the  fmall  kind,  kept  by  the  tenants  for  labour  and  breed* 
ing,  amount  to  more  than  800  ;  tnedium  value,  al.  xcs. 
There  are  14  corn  mills,  and  1  fulling  mill.  Five  black- 
fmiths  ;  a  few  wiights  and  ccopers  ;  a  great  many  wea- 
vers of  coarfe  woollen  Aufls ;  a  number  of  tailors,  and 
p  few  brogmakers  p. 

.  AgticuUurtt  &c. — The  Coil  in  thefe  pariihes  varies 
jnuch,  being  in  fome  places  fandy  and  light,  in  others, 
ipongy  and  wet,  with  a  clay  bottom.  In  fome,  it  is  of 
a  black  mofly  nature,  and  in  many  a  compofition  of  all 
thefe..  The  produce,  except  when  the  early  frofts  afieft 
it,  is,  at  a  medium  to  the  feed,  as  4  to  z.  Black  oats 
and  rye  anfwer  heft.  Barley  and  white  oats  but  in  few 
places,  and  more  frequently  mifgive.  The  different 
meafures  or  quantities  of  land  are  here  denominated  Da» 
vochs,  Ploughs  and  Auchcen  parts,  and  are  in  an  arbitrary 

end 

*  The  trade  fmen  are  paid  for  the  piece,  or  with  a  certain  fum  or 
quantity  of  vi&oal  annually  agreed  on,  called  foud.  The  bed  male 
fervants  get  61.  of  wages,  and  their  maintenance,  a-year ;  the  feconi} 
ditto  from  4I.  to  $L j  female  fervants  from  28s.  t,o  40s.  a  year ;  boys  for 
tending  cattle,,  from  t&.  to  20s.  each  half  year;  and  all  claries  of  hirc4 
fervants  cxpeel,  and  receive  fome  fmall  perquxfiie  above  whaf  they  agree 
£or.  l)a^'.Lbouren  are  from  4d.  to  is.  a -day,  and  their  victuals,  accord* 
ing  to  the  feafen  of  the  year*  and  the  fpecies  of  work  thev  are  capable  p{ 
executing.  '       '  .■»•»%. 
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fcnd  uncertain  proportion.  Few  of  the  tenants  occupy 
more  than  one  auchten  part,  the  rent  of  which  is  from 
3I.  to  5I.  Sterling.  Cufloms  and  fer vices,  or  money 
converfions  in  lieu  of  them,  are  always  exacted,  and  paid 
over  and  above  the  flipulated  tent. — This  country  a-. 
bounds  with  mealers,  or  people  who  have  hoiifes  but  no 
farm.  They  have  generally  a  few  flieep,  that  are  kept 
with  their  mailer's  flock ;  and  fome  are  allowed  grafsv 
for  a  cow  or  a  horfe.  Every  tenant  has  1,  and  fome  i 
or  3,  of  thefe  houfeholders,  many  of  whom  are  the  pa- 
rents, or  wives  and  children,  of  a  fet  of  people  who 
abftrad  themfelves  from  us  during  the  greateft  part  of 
the  year,  and  feek  employment  in  other  parts. 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  here  is  but  very  indifferent ; 
for  befides  the  great  number  of  fmall  holdings,  fhort 
leafes,  and  a  predile&ion  among  the  people  for  ancient 
modes  of  farming,  however  awkward  and  unproductive^ 
feveral  other  caufes  concur  to  prevent  any  great  im- 
provements, at  leaiL  for  fome  time.  The  foil,  indeed* 
is,  in  many  places,  fo  good,  at  to  yield  tolerable  crops* 
even  under  the  prefent  untoward  management  But* 
I.  The  climate  is  fo  variable,  and  unpropitiousy  as  fre- 
quently to  blaft  the  hopes  and  labour  of  the  farmer  by 
froft  and  mildews,  in  the  courfe .  of  one  night  or  morn-* 
ing,  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September.  The  le- 
vel and  beft  fields  are  moft  liable  to  this  difafter.  2.  'The 
people  in  general  labour  with  horfes  inftead  of  oxen, 
whereby  they  deprive  themfelves  of  a  better  manure* 
which,  if  they  had  in  abundance,  would  give  them  ear- 
lier crops,  and  a  chance  of  efcaping  thofe  deftru&ive 
frofts,  which  affeft  them  lefs  or  more  every  yean 
3.  The  landlords  oblige  their  tenants  to  perform  fervicea 
in  fpring  and  harveft,  to  the  neglctl  of  their  farms  at 
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thefe  critical  feafons ;  a  practice  which,  though  not  pe*' 
culiar  to  this  country,,  is  evidently  detrimental  tp  both. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  here  have  therefore  dropped' 
thefe  fetvices,  and  accepted  a-  reasonable  converfion*  in 
lieu  of  them.  4.  Our  young  men,-  how  foon  they  are 
fit  for  labour,  go  to  die  fouth  country,*  or  dfewhere, 
for  employment ;  where  they  remain  fome  part  of  the 
ipring,  together  with  all  the  fummer  and  harveft.  This 
pra&ice  operates  much  againft  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, is  inimical  to  the  general  profp^rity  of  the 
people,  and  productive  of  thefe  two  evils  to  the  farmers 
and  tenants  in  particular,  viz.  extravagant*  wages  to  the 
few  labourers,  who,  from  choice  or  neceflity,  may  hap- 
pen to  remain  at  home ;  and  the  introdu&ion  of  fine 
clothes,  and  other  luxuries,  among  the  lower  clafc.  By 
the  former,  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  price  of 
labour  and  the  produce  of  it.  By  the  latter,  the  fer- 
vants  themfelves  confume  their  wages  in  expenfive  drefc 
and  other  fuperfluities,.  while  thofe  partial  emigrants, 
or,  as  they  are  called,  the  "South  Country  lads,"  live 
with  their  parents  or  relations  during  the  winter  upon 
the  common  flock  of  the  family.-  We  have  60  perfons 
of  this  defcription,  and* upwards.  5.  The  laft  cauie 
Unfavourable  to  agriculture,  is  not  fo  general,  but,  as' 
far  as  it  extends,  of  equally  bad  or  worfe  effeft  than 
fome  of  thofe  which  have  been  mentioned.  The  whole 
parifh  of  Daviot,.  and  fome  parts  of  Dunlichty,  lie  with- 
in the  diflance  pf  between  4  and  6  miles  to  the  royal 
burgh  of  Invernefs,  a  large  and  populous  town,  to 
which  all  the  tenants,  in  the  above  fpace,  fend  their 
horfes  with  peats  or  turf  regularly  twice  a-week,  the 
fpring  and  harveft  not  excepted.  The  whole  fummer  is 
fgent  in  cutting,  drying  and  leading  the  peats,  without- 

ever 
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4rer  attempting  any  meafure  that  might  be  in  their 
power  for  meliorating  their  farms.  The  moffes,  at  fame 
time,  are  Co  rapidly  cut  and  deftroyed,  that  great  dif- 
trefs  for  want-  of  fuel  mull  £bon  enfue ;  and  many  of 
the  people  feel  this  diftrefs  already.  It  ought  to  be  ob- 
served, however,  that,  under  ail  thefe  unfavourable  cir- 
cumftances,  thefe  parishes,  in  good  years,  produce  crops 
fafficicnt  for  tl^e  inhabitants,  and  perhaps  never  felt  » 
dearth  but  in  times  of  general  fcarcity.  It  is  obvious^ 
therefore,  that  they  are  capable  of  improvement. 

MifcelUmeous  Oi/rraof/ofix.— Epidemical  or  chronical 
difeafes  feldom  appear  in  this  country.  The  people* 
though  not  robuft,  are  very  healthy ;  and  many  of  bod* 
fezes  attain  to  the  age  of  80  years  and  upwards*  There 
are,  in  thefe  parifhes,  20  peiions  now  living  at  and- 
about  that  age.  As  to  the  general  chara&er  of  our  peo- 
ple, they  cannot  be  commended  for  induftry.  The 
Cmall  returns  for  manual  labour,  may  perhaps  be  the 
reafon,  fince  none,  by  the  greateft  exertions  of  this  kind^ 
can  make  rich.  They  are  however  frugal,  and  have  a 
lenfe  of  honour  and  (hame,.  in  a  high  degree  for  their 
ftation  j  and  remarkable  for  that  acuteaefs  of  judgment 
which  has  been  peculiarly  attributed  to  Highlanders* 
tn  their  morals,  they  are  not  fufficiently  ftrifl  in  ab~ 
Jtainlng  from  the  fmaller  breaches  of  duty ;  but  felony, 
ox  any  great  crime,  has  not  been  committed  among  them 
for  many  generations.  In  their  profeffion  of  religion^ 
they  are  devout  and  regular,  a  little  inclined  to  lay  too* 
much  ftrefc  upon  certain  local  forms  and  cuftoms  not 
legally  impofed,  but  which,  it  does  not  appfcar,  has  any 
had-  effeft  on  their  moral*. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER     IV. 


PARISH   of    SLAMANNAN,    or   Sr. 
LAURENCE. 


(Countt  or  Stirling,  Synod  or  Lothian  and  Tweed- 
dale,  PRfcSBYTERT  OF  LlNLITUGOW.) 


By  tie  Rev.  Mr.  James  Macnair. 


IN  the  year  1470,  and  reign  of  James  II.,  it  is  faid, 
that  Lord  Livingftone  obtained  a  charter,  under  the 
great  feal,  of  the  lands  of  Slamannan.  His  Lordfbip's 
fucceffors,  the  Earls  of  Linlithgow,  and  laft  of  Callander, 
feued  out  thefe  lands  to  different  perfons,  the  fuperiority 
of  which  continued  in  that  noble  family  till  the  year. 
1715,  when  they  were  forfeited,  together  with  the  patro- 
nage of  the  church,  and  became  the  property  of  the 
crown.  But  whether  the  forefaid  charter  contained  a 
grant  of  all  the  lands,  or  only  a  part,  may  be  uncertain* 
as  the  papers  of  many  of  the  proprietors  bear,  that  their 
lands  were  feued  from  Lord  Torphichen.  And  as  thefe 
lands  are  all  fucken  to  one  mill,  and  the  reft  of  the  lands 
4  to 
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to  another  mill,  though  they  are  interfperfed  together, 
it  is  probable,  that  Lord  Torphichen  once  had  a  right  to 
one  half  of  the  lands  of  Slamannan,  and  the  Earl  of  Cal- 
lander to  the  other, 

Name. — Though  this  parifh  bears  both  the  names  of 
Slamannan  and  St.  Laurence,  yet  the  firft  of  thefe  is  now 
univcrfally  ufed.  I  find  the  laft  only  ufed  in  the  old  re- 
cords of  feffion,  and  in  the  prefentation  iffued  forth  by 
his  majefty,  who  is  patron  of  the  church,  where  the 
words  are,  "  the  church  and  parifh  of  Slamannan,  other* 
€t  wife  St.  Laurence ;"  from  which  I  am  apt  to  think, 
that  St.  Laurence  was  not  the  name  of  the  parifh,  but 
only  of  the  church.  It  was  originally  a  prebend  ;  and  as 
a  great  many  old  places  of  worfliip  were  called*by  the 
names  of  particular  faints,  this  might  be  called  by  the 
name  of  this  faint.  There  is  an  excellent  fprinjj  of  wai- 
ter a  little  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  church,  which  ftill 
^goes  by  the  name  of  Laurence  Well ;  but  what  the  ori- 
gin of  the  word  Slamannan  is,  like  moil  other  proper 
names,  is  very  uncertain,  and  merely  conjedural.  Some 
fay,  it  derives  its  origin  from  the  following  circumftance. 
When  the  Earl  of  Callander  and  Linlithgow,  to  whom  it 
belonged,  firft  fent  up  his  fervant  to  plough  part  of  it, 
(it  being  formerly  a  barren  moor),  he  aiked  his  fervant, 
how  it  would  work  j  to  which  he  anfwered,  it  would 
flay  man  ani  man.  Others  again  fuppofe,  that  from  its 
vicinity  to  the  Caledonian  Wood,  it  had  often  been  the 
fcene  of  battle,  where  many  had  been  flain.  And  to 
ftrengthen  this  opinion,  there  is,  upon  tlie  fouth-fide  of 
the  church,  at  a  little  diftance,  a  fmall  hill,  which  is  call- 
ed Caftle  Hill,  where,  they  fay,  anciently  flood  a  caftle. 
•JTiere  are  no  remains  of  it  now,  01  Jy  the  farm-houfc  up- 
on 
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on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  goes  by  the  fame  name.  And  % 
little  to  the  eaftward  of  this  hill,  there  is  another  riling 
ground,  where  there  is  the  veftige  of  a  trench,  and  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  Killhills,  becaufe  of  the  number,  it 
is  fuppofed,  that  were  killed  there.  Befides,  there  were 
anciently  here,  a  cones  of  eartly  about  50  yards  diftant 
from  one  another,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  raifed 
a&  monuments  of  peace,  like  the  2  at  Dunipace  ;  the  one 
d  them  ftill  ftands,  and  is  evidently  artificial  j  the  other 
was  levelled,  and  the  church  of  St.  Laurence  built  upon 
it*  Thefc  circumftances,  and  the  names  of  thefe  places, 
together  with  others  at  no  great  diflance,  fuch  as  Balr 
caftle,  Balquhatftom,  &c,  give  fome  foundation  for  the 
£trppofition,'that  there  mult  have  been  many  (lain  here  ; 
and  hence,  probably  the  nameSlamannan.  Others  fay,  tha£ 
the  name  is  Gaelic,  and  fignifies  the  Blind  Man's  Valley, 
there  being  a  valley  upon  the  north  fide  of  the  church, 
from  £•  to.  W.,  where  the  river  Avon  runs.  But  as  in 
all  the  old  writings,  the  word  is  univerfally  fpelt  Slaman- 
na,  without  the  laft  *,  there  appears  a  great  fimilariry  in 
the  two  iaft  fyHables  to  the  word  Dalmeny  ;  and  I  think 
it  very  probable,  they  may  be  of  the  fame  original.  Now, 
Dr.  Robertfon,  in  his  account  of  the  parifli  of  Dalmeny, 
lays,  that  the  word  Dalmeny  fignifies  black  heath ;  from 
which  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  Slamannamuft  fignify 
fome. kind  of  heath,  perhaps  brown  or  grey,  or  long 
heath,  for  the  parifli  hath  all  originally  been  covered 
with  heath. 

Situation  and  Extent.— This  parifh  lies  \n  the  fhire  of 
Stirling,  and  is  the  moft  foutherly  parifli  in  it.  Nigh  the 
N.  W.  end  of  the  parifli,  there  is  a  point  where  the  three 
fliires  of  Stirling,  Dunbarton  and  Lanark  jnect  j  and  at 
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the  S.  W.  end,  the  flure*  of  Stirling  and  Lanark  meet 
with  the  Aire  of  Linlithgow;  It  confifts  df  the  old  pa- 
rift  of  Slamannan,  and  a  part  Annexed  from  the  parifh 
of  Falkirk.  The  original  parifh  of  Slamannan  is  from 
4  to  5  miles  in  length,  and  from  2  to'  3  in  breadth,  and 
lies  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  water  of  Avon,  which 
anciently  feparated  it  from  the  extenfive  parifh  pf  Fal- 
kirk, which  lay  upon  the  north  of  the  Avon  ;  but  about 
the  year  1730*  there  was  a  divifion  mode  of  the  parifli  of 
Falkirk,  when  the  whole  parifli  of  Polmont  was  taken  off 
it,  and  alfo  a  part  of  it  annexed  to  the  parifh  of  Slaman- 
nan. The  part  annexed  to  this  parifti  lies  immediately  upon 
die  north  fide  of  the  river,  and  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
length  with  the  old  parifh;  and  about  one  mile  broad ;  fo 
that  the  prefent  parifh  of  Slamannan,  including  the  annex- 
ation, will  be  from  4  to  5  miles  in  length,  and  from  3  to* 
4  in  breadth. 

Rivtr  end  lochs— The  river  Avon,  which  rims 
through  this  parifh,  from  W.  to  E.,  takes  ks  rife  from  a 
loch  in  the  parifh  of  Cumbernauld,  called  Fanny  Side 
Loch.  It  immediately  receives  a  confideraUe  addition 
from  a  fmall  rivulet  which  takes  its  rife  ff om  a  mofs  iri 
the  Eaft  Monkland  parifti,  about  2  miles  diftant,  and 
which  fome  think  is  more  properly  the  head  of  the  Avon. 
Certain  it  is,  there  is  a  farm-houfe  very  near  that  mofs, 
where  this  rivulet  comes  from,  which*  is  called  Avon- 
Head.  There  are  alfo  3  lochs  in  this  parifh  ;  one  in  the 
north  fide  of  the  annexation,  called  the  EUridge  Loch, 
which  fupplies  a  corn  mill  with  water,  and  falls  into  the 
water  of  Avon  ;  the  other  two  are  upon  the  S.  W.  fide 
of  the  oldpariih,  called  the  little  and  the  great  Black 
Lochs  ;  the  one  of  which,  namely  the  little  Black  Loch, 
funs  E.,  and  the  other,  the  great  Black  Loch,  which  19 
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about  half  a  mile  W.  from  the  other,  and  lies  upon  the 
boundaries  of  this  and  the  Eaft  Monkland  parifh,  run* 
W.  It  hath  lately  been  made  a  refervoir  to  the  great 
canal  between  the  Forth  and  Clyde,  by  the  run  of  the 
-water  of  Calder,  by  which  it  is  carried  into  the  Monkland 
canal,  and  from  that,  by  a  cut  near  Glafgow,  conveyed 
into  the  large  canal.  There  are  fome  trouts  in  the  wa- 
ter of  Avon,  and  alfo  in  the  a  Black  Lochs,  and  fome 
perches  and  eels  -r  but  none,  I  believe,  in  the  Ellridge 
Loch. 

Valuation  and  Rent .— The  valuation  of  the  old  pariHi, 
in  the  cefs-books,  is  2349I.  us.  7d.  Scots,  and  the  annual 
rent  in  the  year  1771,  was  eftimated  at  1040I.  5s.  Ster- 
ling. The  valuation  of  the  annexation  is  X066L  13s.  id. 
Scots,  and  the  annual  rent,  in  the  year  1771,  was  eiti- 
mated  at  527I.  Sterling.  There  are,  at  prefent,  in  the 
parilh,  28  refiding  and  15  non-refiding  heritors  ;  and  in 
the  annexation,  6  refiding  and  13  non-refiding  ;  fo  that 
the  whole  number  of  heritors  is  72.  The  moil  of  the 
refiding  heritors  farm  their  own  lands,  except  a  few,  who 
have  considerable  property  ;  in  which  cafe,  they  let  part 
of  it  to  tenants.  And  thefe  lands  have  been  in  pofleffion 
of  the  fame  families  for  many  generations,  perhaps  fince 
firft  feued  out*  , 

£ei/.— The  arable  lands«on  each  fide  of  the  Avon,  for 
about  haU  a  mile,  are  of  a  light  free  foil ;  andr  if  proper- 
ty prepared,  would  produce  very  good  crops,  almoft  of 
any  grain.  Thefe  are  interfperfed  with  haughs  and  mea- 
dows, which  are  of  a  rich  loamy  foil.  The  haughs  pro  * 
dace  good  crops  of  oats,  and  the  meadows  very  good. 
natural  grafs,  which  is  made  into  hay,  and  is  excellent 
feeding  for  black  cattle  in  winter.     Some  of  thefe  lands. 

ar*. 
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are  let  at  il.  the  acre,  but  the  mod  of  them  at  half  of 
that.  The  foil  lying  farther  off  the  water  for  about  a  mile, 
is  of  a  ftrong  hard  clay,  and  does  not  produce  fo  good 
crops  as  the  lands  above  defcribed.  The  rent  of  thefe 
kinds  may  be  about  7s.  6d.  the  acre.  The  foil  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  parifh  is  of  a  very  black  mofly  bottom,  and 
produces  bad  crops ;  as  the  lands  lie  interfperfed  amongft 
mofles,  the  crops  feldom  come  to  perfection.  The  farm- 
crs  make  moft  by  railing  young  cattle  and  by  milk,  the 
grafs  not  being  fit  for  fattening  them.  The  2  firft  kinds 
of  foil  defcribed,  may  be,  and  fomeof  it  is  improved,  but 
the  laft  not  capable  of  much. 

The  farms  here  are  generally  fmali,  few  of  them  be-* 
ing  equal  to  a  ploughgate  ;  the  moft  of  them  only  the 
half,  and  fome  not  fo  much.  The  higheft  rent  of  a 
ploughgate  does  not  exceed  30I.  Sterling.  They  uni. 
verfally  make  ufe  of  the  old  Scotch  plough,  and  gene- 
rally have  the  one  half  of  their  ground  tilled,  and  the 
other  lying  in  natural  grafs.  They  let  it  lie  commonly 
for  3  years,  and  then  plough  it  for  other  3  years.  It  is 
generally  milch  cows  they  feed  upon  their  ground,  with 
a  few  young  ones  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  old  ones  5, 
but  there  are  few  or  no  iheep,  the  foil  being  rather  wet 
and  mofly,  and  therefore  not  fo  favourable  for  them. 
Their  wives  and  daughters,  together  with  a  fervant, 
take  care  of  the  milk,  of  which  they  make  a  good 
deal  of  butter  and  iheefe,  and  by  which  the  tenants  ge- 
nerally pay  the  moft  of  their  rent. 

Produce. — The  foil  produces  pretty  good  flax,  not  very 
fine  in  quality,  but  ftrong  and  good  of  its  kind,  though  they 
feldom  raife  more  of  it  than  is  for  their  own  ufe.  There 
is  alfo  fome  bear  raifed,  but  the  principal  produce  is  oats. 
Sometimes  they  fow  grafs  feeds  with  their  be,ar ;  but 
J,  %  little 
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little  of  the  ground  being,  enclofcd,  it  is  much  deftrorcd 
by  the  cattle  in  the  winter,  when  they  axe  allowed  to 
go  at  large.     The  want  of  proper  enclofnres,  with  plan- 
tations, is  a  great  hindrance  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country.     Alfo  they  lie  at  a  good  diftance  from  lime, 
but  not  indeed  at  16  great  a  diftance,  as  that  the  roads 
are  very  bad.     They  are  about  6  or  7  miles  from  the 
lime-works  of  Torphichen  or  Bathgate,  and  about  the 
fame  diftance  from   tbofe  of  Cumbernauld.    Another 
great  obftacle  to  the  regular  improvement  of  the  pariih 
is,  that  a  great  number  of  the  proprietors  occupy  their 
own  lands  ;  and  though  they  and  their  families  live  very 
comfortably  and  independently  upop  the  produce,  yet 
they  cannot  fpare  any  money  to  lay  out  in  improve- 
ments.    However,  there  are  fome  of  them  who  are  both 
planting  and  enclofing  more  of  their  ground,  and  making 
their  roads  a  great  deal  better*     They  have,  efpecially 
of  late,  made  a  road  through  a  mofs,  called  Mofs  Candle, 
more  than  a  mile  in  length,  between  this  and  Falkirk, 
which  makes  the  communication  much  more  eafy ;  and 
the  propofed  road  between  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  by 
Bathgate  and  Airdrie,  it  is  expeded,  .will  be  of  confu 
derable  fervice  to  this  part  of  the  country. 

Population,  &c— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report, 
the  population  in  1755  was  12Q9.  The  number  of  in- 
habitants in  this  pariih  at  prtfent  is  xoio  *,  of  whon* 
there  are  466  males,  and  344  females :  and  of  thefe 
there  are  263  under  10  years  of  age ;  255  between  10 
and  20  j  317  between  20  and  50  -7  126  between  50  and 
70  ;  37  between  70  and  Sd  j  and  2  above  80.  There 
are  223  families,  including  {ingle  perfons  who  keep 
hpufes  by  themferves  ;  312  married  perfons;  6 bache- 
lors, 
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Jors,  or   unmarried  men)   and   20   unmarried  women 
above  40  years  of  age  ;  there  are  alfo  17  widowers  and 
42  widows.     The  inhabitants  of  the  annexation  were 
always  confidered  to  be  nearly  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
old  pariih  *  at  prefent,  however,  the,y  are  a  great  deal 
let,  being  only  272,  and  the  old  pariih  being  738.    This 
is  owing  chiefly  to  fomc  of  the  farms  in  the  annexation 
being  of  late  purchafed  by  Mr.  Forbes  of  Callander, 
which  are  lying  in  grafs,  and  the  houfes  uninhabited— 
Since  April  1788,  there  have  been  about  139  births, 
and  47  marriages.     There  has  been  no  regular  regifter 
of  the  deaths  kept ;  but,  by  comparing  the  roll  of  the 
prefent  year  with  the  one  takcu  up  in  1788,  I  find  there 
are  about  70  who  have  died  fince  that  time.     Upon  aa 
average,  therefore,  the  births  each  year  may  be  about 
32 ;  the  marriages  10  ;  and  the  burials  18.— There  are 
no  manufactures  carried  on  in  this  pariih,  nor  is  there 
any  village  in  it ;  the  few  houfes  which  are  near  the 
church  not  deferring  that  name.     The  moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  farmers,  except  a  few  employed  in  the  other 
neceffary  bufineffes  of  life ;    fuch  as  weavers,  tailors, 
frniths,  &c.      But  thefe   are  only  employed  in   thefe  . 
branches  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih ;  and  there* 
lore  there  are  only  fuch  a  number  of  them  as  are  fufii- 
cient  for  the  parifli.     There  are  about  4  fmiths,  xo  ma- 
fons  and  joiners,  12  weavers,  12  flioemakers,  3  tailors, 
3  millefs,  and-  1  lint-miller,  3  flax-dreffers,  3  public- 
houfes,  and  a  few  coal-hewers.     Thefe  laft  are  employ- 
ed by  the  Carron  Company,  and  are  fometimes  more 
numerous  than  at  other  times.     There  were  more  than 
%o  of  them  about  2  years  ago,  and  at  prefent  there  are 
not  more  than  5.     There  is  1  clergyman  and  x  fchool- 
mafter}  but  no  furgeon  nor  writer.     There  are  about 

15  heads 
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1 5  heads  of  families  conne&ed  with  the  Seceffion,  making* 
in  all,  with  their  families,  about  78  perfons,  hat  manj 
of  their  families  attend  upon  the  pariih  church  *. 

Poor.- — The  average  number  of  poor  upon  the  feffion 
roll  is  about  12.  They  are  fupplied  by  the  collections 
made  on  Sunday,  together  with  the  intereft  of  a  fmall 
fund  of  about  1501.,  without  any  afleflment.  They 
generally  get  from  2s.  to  4s.  the  month,  and  one  5s, 
Sometimes  alfo  families,  when  they  are  in  diltrefs,  re- 
ceive occafional  fupplies  as  they  need.  But  none  o£ 
thofe  who  receive  from  the  feffion  are  allowed  to  beg. 

Dtfeafes. — The  moll  common  difeafe  I  have  obferved 
fince  I  came  to  this  pariih,  appears  to  be  the  confump- 
tion,  occasioned  not  fo  much  by  the  constitution  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  by  the  coidnefs  and  dampnefs  of  the 
houfes.  The  bad  ftate  of  the  houfes  often  brings  on 
colds  upon  thofe  that  are  young  and  tender,  which,  if 
not  fpeedily  removed,  ends  in  a  confumption.  It  is  not 
unfrequent  alfo  for  old  people,  when  confined  much  to 
their  houfes,  and  unable  to  take  that  exercife  which  is 
proper  for  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  to  be  troubled 

with 

*  The  wages  of  an  ordinary  ploughman  are  8 J.  in  the  year,  and  fome 
of  tl.ea*  10I.  They  have  rifen  very  conlidcrahly  of  late.  A  woman 
iervant  3!.  in  the  year,  and  as  much  ground  as  fows  half  a  peck  of  lint- 
feed  in  the  fummer  half  year.  A  labouring  man  ufed  to  be  hired  at  W. 
a  day,  and  his  meat ;  but  now  they  alk  8cL  As  there  is  no  market-town 
in  the  pariih,  the  price  of  vivres  is  always  regulated  by  Falkirk,  which 
is  the  neareft  market-town,  and  about  5  miles  diftant — There  is  plenty 
of  fuel  in  the  pirifli,  both  coal  and  peat ;  but  peat  is  moil  generally  ufed. 
as  every  perfon  hath  commonly  a  right  to  fome  mofs  connected  with  the 
lands  he  pofleffes,  or  pays  only  is.  for  as  many  is  he  can  caft  in  a  day. 
The  Carron  Company,  who  work  fome  pits  in  the  pariih,  fupply  the 
country  with  all  the  coal  they  need,  though  molt  of  the  heritors  have, 
coal  in  their  own  kn4*. 
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With  great  fwellings  in  their  legs ;  and  not  a  few  have 
died  of  the  dropfy,  which,  it  is  probable,  alfo  originates 
from  the  fame  caufe.  What  ftrengthens  this  opinion^ 
is,  that  thefe  complaints  are  more  frequent  among  the 
lower  clafs  of  the  inhabitants,  the  few  families  who 
are  in  a  fuperior  ftation,  and  have  comfortable  houfes, 
ttot  being  fubjeA  to  them.  Otherwife  the  people  are 
generally  pretty  healthy  j  and  I  have  obferved  fewer 
fevers  here  than  in  the  neighbouring  parifhes. 

Church,  Stipend,  &c. — The  walls  of  the  church  were 
rebuilt  about  the  year  1753  »  DUt  ^e  °^  feating  was 
Hill  continued,  which  indeed  is  very  old ;  many  feats 
being  marked  with  the  year  1632,  and  fome  of  them 
even  fo  far  back  as  the  year  1556.  It  Hands,  there- 
fore, in  much  need  of  being  renewed.  When  the  an- 
nexation was  joined  to  this  parifh,  they  Yrcre  allowed 
to  build  an  ailc,  for  their  own  accommodation,  upon  the 
N.  fide  of  the  church,  at  their  own  expenfe,  and  to  up- 
hold it  for  20  years;  and  the  heritors  of  Shmannan  were 
bound  to  uphold  the  old  church  for  the  fame  number  of 
years ;  after  which  they  were  all  to  bear  any  expenfe 
upon  the  church  and  church-yard  walls,  in  proportion 
to  their  valuations.  But  as  they  were  otherwife  annex-; 
ed  only  quoad  facra,  they  pay  no  part  of  the  minifter's 
ftipend.  The  King  is  patron.  The  ftipend  is  50I.  Ster- 
ling in  money,  2  chalders  of  meal,  and  1  chalder  of  bear, 
a4manfe  and  glebe  of  about  15  acres.  There  is  alfo  3I. 
6s.  8d.  for  fumifliing  communion  elements,  together 
with  the  intereft  of  500  merks,  which  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  feffion.  The  manfc  was  built  more  than  30  years 
ago,  fince  which  time  it  hath  not  only  been  frequently 
repaired,  but  had  a  confiderable  addition  made  to  it. 

NUM. 
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PARISH  of  KIRKMICHAEL  and  CULUCUDDEtt. 


(Counties  of  Cromarty  and  Ross  *,  Synod  of  Ross, 
Presbytery  of  Chanon&y.) 


JBy  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Arthur. 


Name,  Situation,  Extent,  &c. 

rT,HIS  pariih  had  formerly  been  divided  into  three, 
-*-  Kirkmichael,  Cullicudden  and  St.  Martin's,  as 
appears  not  only  from  old  charters  and  tradition,  but 
from  the  burial  grounds  and  remains  of  the  old  churches 
ftill  vifible  in  each  of  them.  St.  Martin's  had  been  firft 
annexed  to  Cullicudden,  as  both  (under  the  name  of 
Cullicudden)  were  afterward  united  to  Kirkmichael, 
about  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  Keill-Mhicbel  and 
KtilUMhartin,  the  Gaelic  names  of  Kirkmichael  and  St. 
Martin's,  fignify,  the  burjing-places  of  Michael  and 
Martin  j  who  were  probably  the  two  Popifh  faints  to 

whost 

•  A  (mall  part  only  of  this  pariih  h  in  the  county  of  Rof». 
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whom  the  churches  were  dedicated.  CouUUchuitin  (con- 
traded  for  Couill-chutigin),  the  Gaelic  name  of  Culli- 
cuddcn, fignifies,  the  Nook,  or  Creek  of  Cuddies ;  a 
fmall  delicate  fpecies  of  fifli,  well  known  on  all  the 
-coafts  of  Scotland,  which,  during  fuxpmer  and  beginning 
of  harveft,  are  caught  in  great  numbers  along  the  fhore 
of  Cullicudden,  particularly  in  a  fmall  creek  a  little 
above  the  old  kirk.  This  parifh  lies  on  the  S.  fide  of 
the  Frith  of  Cromarty,  and  in  that  fart  of  the  fherifF- 
dom  of  Rof&  and  Cromarty  diftinguiihed  by  the  names 
of  an  oilein-dubh  (or  black  ifle),  and  aird-mbeadhonachf 
(/.  e.  high  in  the  middle,  or  high  midland) ;  both  of 
which  give  a  very  juft  description  of  its  fkuation  and 
appearance,  as  it  is  of  a  peninfular  form,  nearly  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Friths  of  Cromarty  and  Fort-George, 
rifing  gently  from  the  fhorcs  of  froth,  to  a  confiderable 
height  in  the  middle  from  £•  to  W. ;  and  4-fifths  of  4 
being  as  yet  uncultivated,  and  producing  nothing  but 
fliort  dwarfiih  heath,  give  a  black  and  dreary  appear- 
ance to  the  whole,  notwithftsuiding  {he  finely  fituated 
and  highly  improved  gentlemens  feats  with  which  it 
abounds.  This  parifh  is  nearly  8  miles  in  length  from 
£•  to  W.t  and  3  miles  in  breadth  frpm  N«  to  S. ;  bound* 
ed  on  the  N.  by  the  Frith  of  Cromarty,  and  on  the  S« 
bj  the  ridge  of  the  MulLbuL,  or  that  extenfive  track  of 
common  which  ftretches  along  the  fummit  of  t>.e  Black 
Me,  from  the  Mains  of  Cromarty-  almoft  to  the  county- 
road  that  leads  from  the  Ferry  of  Sduddal  to  the  Ferry 
of  Bewley  ;  being  almoft  16  miles  in  length  from  £.  to 
W.,  and  2  in  breadth  from  N.  to  S.  As  a  great  part 
of  this  very  large,  and  almoft  ufelefs  common,  requires 
nothing  but  the  plough  to  bring  it  into  culture,  and 
as  the  whole  of  it  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  growing 
You  XIV,  M  Scotch 
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Scotch  fir,  larix,  oak,  &c. ;  it  is  truly  aftoniflnng,  that 
it  fliould  remain  undivided  till  now. 

Soil,  Agriculture^  &c. — The  foil  is  various,  as  might 
be  expe&ed  in   fuch   an  extent  of  furface  ;    but   what 
moftly    prevails,   is,    a   black  light    loam,    on  a   ftra- 
tum  of  till,  above   a  hard   gravelly  clay  ;  which  ren- 
ders it  very   wet,  and  unfit  for  tillage   in  winter  and 
fpring,  and  generally  prevents  the  farmers  from  fowing 
before  the  end  of  March,  or  reaping  before  the  middle 
or  end  of  September.     On  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
farms  lying  on  the  more  and  wetter  end  of  the  paring 
where  the  foil  is   light  and  fandy,  on  a  free-ftone  bot- 
tom, oats  are  fown  the  beginning  of  March,  barley  and 
peafe  in  April,  and  often  reaped  in  the  beginning  of 
Augufl.     The  farmers  here,  averfe  to  fallowing,  green 
crops,  enclofures  and  winter  herding,  continue  the  fame 
plan  of  agriculture  that  was  pra&ifed  a  century  ago. 
Many  of  them,  indeed,  have  fown  fmall  patches  of  clo- 
ver in  their  little  gardens  for  fcveral  years  paft ;  but 
none  of  them,,  excepting  2,  ever  attempt  to  fallow,  or 
fow  green-crops  or  grafs-feeds  in  their  fields  :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  thefe  fields  are  over-run   with  weeds, 
particularly  quickens  (or  joint-weed)  ;  and  their  crops 
are  very  light,  in  proportion  to  their  fowing  ;  as  they 
have  not,  at  an  average  (fave  on  the  fliores),  above  3^ 
returns  of  barley,  and  2^  of  oats  and  peafe.     Inftead  of 
Kellachye  carts,  with  wicker-bafkets  of  a  conical  form, 
and  the  Scotch  plough,  of  a  bad  cocftruclion,  many  of 
the  fanners  begin   to   ufe  fmall  box-carts  with  fpoke- 
whecls,  and  a  fmall  chain  plough,  with  feathered-lock 
and  curved  mould-board.     On  farms  of  20  bolls  and  up- 
wards, the  plough  is  drawn  by  6  or  8  oxen  in  bows  and 
yokes  j  and,  on  leflcr  farms,  by-2horfes,  2  oxen,  and 

2  cows  j 
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i  cows  ;  or  by  2  horfes  and  2  cows.  The  farms  are  ge- 
nerally fmall,  confuting  of  from  10  to  50  acres  of  arable 
land :  of  which  the  rents  are  from  6  to  36  bolls,  befides 
money  for  vicarage  and  fchoolmafter's  falary,  with  wed- 
ders,  draw,  turf,  hens,  chickens  and  eggs,  either  in 
kind  or  at  a  moderate  conversion.  With  only  one  ex- 
ception, a  leafe  was  never  given  in  this  parifh  for  a 
longer  period  than  7  years,  till,  in  the  year  1782,  the 
late  Mr.  George  Munro  gave  leafes  to  2  tenants  for  19 
and  2 1  years  :  Since  that  time,  many  leafes  have  been 
given  on  the  eftate  of  Newhall  for  21  years,  befide* 
melioration  for  enclofing  the  farms*-  and  bringing  moor 
into  arable  land  *• 

M  %  Heritors^ 

*  As  there  hat  been  00  mofs  in  this  parifli  for  liear  a  century  paft,  the 
men  and  horfet  have  been  cohflantly  employed,  during  fummer,  in  cutting, 
drying,  and  carrying  home  Tandy  turfs,  or  divots,  from  the  Mull-bui,' 
which;  at  beuVis  but  a  wretched  kind  of  fuel,  and  often  rendered  itfeleft 
by  a  few  days  rain,  alter  all  the  expenfe  of  time  and  labour  beftowed  up- 
on it.  When  the  fcafon  is  rainy,  as  often  happens  in  this  country,  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  people  in  this,  and  the  neighbouring  pariftics,  is  truly  de- 
plorable, during  the  next  winter  an  i  fpring.  from  recolledihg  their  for- 
mer'xniferies  and  hardfliipsfor  want  of  fuel,  there  is,  at  prefent,  an  uncom- 
mon degree  of  joy  diffufed  among  all  ranks,  and  efpeically  the  poor,  by 
the  late  important  and  truly  patriotic  ad  of  Parliament,  which  takes  off 
the  late  duty  on  all  coals  water  borne  to  the  N,  of  St.  Abb's  Head  ;  a  tar 
which  was  partial  and  impolitic  in  the  extreme,  and  hai  proved  moll  ini- 
mical to  the  agriculture,  manufactures  and  haj>pinefs  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  Britim  empire.  As  the  north  of  Scotland  has  long  dfttingutfhcd  it* 
felf  in  (ending  forth  Its  thoufands  of  brave  and  hardy  fbna  to  recruit  our 
armie*  on  every  appearance  of  public  danger,  it  is  now  to  be  hoped,  from' 
the  many  navigable  ft iths  with  which  it  is  interfered,  the  number  of 
people  with  which  its  coafts  and  glens  are  inhabited;  and  the  free  impor- 
tation of  eoals;  that  its  manufactures  and  trade  will  rapidly  in cr cafe,  and 
loon  enable  it  to  contribute  a  great  number  of  bardy  feamen,  as  well  as/ 
foldiers,  -to  repel  the  enemies  of  Britifh  liberty  and  property  .—From  the 
fsmenor  quality  of  the  grain,  and  the  great  quantity  of  barley  diftilled  in 
the  £hck  Ifle,  the  price  of  barley  and  meal  is  generally  highrr  in  this,  than' 

in 


9*  Statijlical  Account 

Heritor* >  Population,  &c. — The  property  of  lands  \4 
cfivided  among  7  heritors  (die  3  firft  of  whom  refide  for 
the  moff  pftrt),  viz.  Mrs.  Urqulfcrrt  of  Braclangwell, 
proprietrix  of  the  eftate  of  Newhall  ;  David  Urquhart 
of  Braclangwell,  Efq. ;  (Jeorge  & un  Munro  of  Poynter- 
field,  Efq. ;  Sir  Roderick  Mackenzie  of  Scatwell,  Bart. ; 
William  M*Kenzie  of  Pitlundie,  Efq. ;  John  Urquhart 

of  Kinbeachyy   Efq. j,  and Duff  of   Muirtown, 

Efq. 

Befides  thofe  of  the  principal  and  refiding  heritors,  there 
are  families  of  farmers,  -  -  ^l 

Ditto  of  mealerd  and  tradefmen,  -  -  1 10^ 

The  population  in  1755,  according  to  Dr.  Webfter's 

report,  was,  ^  -  13.71 

The  number  of  fouls  in  1780,  was,  -  *345 

t  z789t  -  -         xz99 

179*,  -  -         1*34 

Of 

in  any  pariih  to  the  Berth  of  it.  In  1 7  83,  meal  and  barley  fold  from  16a. 
to  ao»  the  boll,  and  many  were  in  great  want  of  bread,  before  the  fupply 
of  grain  voted  by  Parliament,  arrived ;  fince  that  period,  meal  and  peafe 
have  fold  from  n*-  to  18$.  the  boll,  and  barley  from  14a,  to  19s.  Wheat 
ft  feldom  fown,  except  in  fmall  quantities,  by  the  refiding  heritors,  for  the 
ufe  of  their  own  families. 

At  the  wage*  of  fervants,  day-labourers  and  tradefmen,  with  the  price* 
of  provifions,  are  much  the  fame  in  this,  .at  mentioned  in  the  Statiftical 
Accounts  of  adjacent  pariihes,  already  publiihed,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  thofe  for  information. 

From  the  want  of  fuel,  manufactures,  lime  and  other  means  of  improv- 
ing their  fituation,  the  inhabitants  of  this  parilh  are  fo  poor,  that  there  are 
not  above  3  farmers  in  it  who  ufe  a  bit  of  butcher  meat,  a  fowl,  or  a  bottle 
of  beer  in  their  family,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other  ;  nor  is  there 
Z$  ftone  of  butter  and  checfe  made  by  them  altogether  in  a  feafon.  Pota- 
toes, flummery,  bread  and  brochan,  a  little  cabbage,  with  potatoes,  once 
and  generally  twice  a-day,  for  9  months,  is  their  invariable  bill  of  fare, 

4 
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tX  the  laft  number,  568  were  males  >  666  females  ;  and 
201  at  and  below  8  years  of  age  •• 

• 

Millers,               -  4  Weavers,        -         -       17 

Ferrymen,        -        -  8  Fifbermen,                         4 

Merchant,        -  1  Dyers,         -          -          5 

Houfe-carpenters*         -  8  Coopers,         -  .       -         % 

Cartwrights,           -  2  Corn-mills,        -        -4 

Boat-builder,          -  I  Stills,  of  40  gallons  each,  3 

Btackfmiths,           -  4  Ferries,                               * 

Whcel-wrights,        -  a  Black  cattle,         -         71  a;' 

Shoemakers,          -  9  Horfes,        -         -        356 

Tailors,  with  their  ap-  Sheep,         -         -        2391 

prentices,          -  zi  Swine,  about          -        30 

From  the  farmers  keeping  an  overftocking  of  cattle 
itod  horfes,  whereby  they  are  obliged  to  fend  many  of 

thenar 

*  At  even  the  fmall  fum  payable  to  the  feffion-derfc  on  thefe  occafions*' 
2*  ao  object  to  people  ftruggliog  with  poverty,  it  has  been  hitherto  found 
iaapraclkabk  to  keep  an  exzGt  regifter  of  baptifms,  marriages  and  burials. 
The  variation  that  has  taken'  place  in  the  papulation  of  this  parifh,  within 
die  flwrt  fpace  of  14  years,  has  arifen  from  the  following  caufes.  The  de- 
crease from  17 80  to  17  89,  was  occasioned,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the  ar- 
rears of  rent,  and  other  debts  unavoidably  incurred  by  the  tenaots,  through 
the  failure  of  crop  1782,  which  obliged  them,  in  1 78 J,  to  difmifs  every 
fervant  they  could  poffibly  fparc,  and  make  their  children  endeavour  to* 
fnpply  their  places,  at  a  much  earlier •pcrio A  than  thejr  were  wont'  to  do 
before  ;  and  ever  fince  that  memorable  sera,  many  of  the  young  and  (tout- 
eft  lad*,  have  annually  gone  to  Glafgow,  and  other  places  in  the  W.  and 
S.  of  Scotland,  where  the  price  of  labour  is  high,  in  ft  cad  of  marrying  and 
fettling  in  the  parifli,  as  was  the  cuftom  formerly.  This  annual  drain  of 
ten,  has  raifed  the  wages  of  fcrvints,and  is  fevercly  felt  by  the  tc* 


The  increafe  of  population  from  X 789  to  1792,  was  owing  to  the  great 
fnconragrment  given  by  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Urquhart  of  Braclangweli  aud 
Ptvrball  to  people  who  fettled  on,  and  improred  moor-ground. 
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them  to  cold  Highland  grazings  in  fummer,  while  thef 
have  little  natural,  and  no  fown  grafs,  to  feed  properly 
fuch  as  are  kept  at  home,  their  cattle  and  horfes  are  of 
a  diminutive  fize  ;  while  an  excellent  breed  and  fize  of 
both  are  reared  on  the  extenfive  and  highly  improved 
farms  poffefled  by  the  refiding  heritors.  The  fheep  alfo 
are  very  fmall,  except  on  the  above  mainfes,  where  the 
Galloivay  breed  has  been  crofled  by  the  Cheviot,  which 
promifes  to  anfwer,  even  beyond  expectation,  in  in. 
creafing  the  fize  of  their  body,  and  value  of  their  wool. 
Sheep  pafturcd  on  the  fhore  are  generally  healthieft ; 
owing,  probably,  to  their  drinking  falt-water,  eating 
fea-weed,  and  the  grafs  which  is  flooded  at  ftream-tides. 
ioo  large  fheep,  well  littered,  are  faid  to  make  a  quan- 
tity of  manure  fully  fufficient  for  5  acres. 

Number  of  Acres,  Rent,  &c# — As  only  the  eftates  dfNew-  - 
hall,  Braclangwell  and  Poynter field  have  been  furvcyed, 
the  incumbent  cannot  pretend  to  accuracy,  as  to  the  num. 
ber  of  acres  of  which  the  other  4  eftates  are  fuppofed  to 
cunfift  in  the  following  ftatement ;  nor  can  he  even  guefs 
at  the  exent  of  common  belonging  to  the  parifh,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  mentioned: 


Nrwjall. 

Braclang* 

Pointer* 

The  other 

Total. 

*u/e/l. 

field. 

4fy- 

Acres  arable  111% 

68a 

487 

740 

3019 

Do.  pafturc     550 

340 

138 

180 

H©8 

Do.  wood        260 

446 

lit 

1% 

880 

Do.  moor      1500 

3766 

336 

500 

6*44 

Total,  befides  the  common,        "  11,15  c 

The  valued  rent  is  2357I.  Scots  ;  and  the  real  grofs  rent, 
putting  a  moderate  value  upon  the  mainfes,  vidtdal  rent, 
cuftoms,  &c»  is  nearly  15G0I.  Sterling. 

Stipend^ 
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Stipend,  Schools ,  Poor,  &c. — Mrs.  Urquhart  of  Brac-t 
langwell  and  Newhall  is  patronefs   of  this  united  pariflu. 
The  kirk  is  neat  and  commodious.     The  roanfe,  lately 
repaired,  is  very  fmall,  and  very  improperly  fituated 
on  fwampy  ground,  below  a  brae.     The  ftipend  amounts 
to  29L  8s.  iod.  Sterling  in  money,  with  4  chalders  of 
barley,  and  4  chalders  of  oat  meal.     The  glebe  confid- 
ed, at  the  incumbent's  admifCon,  of  19  acres  of  poor 
xnoorifii  foil  arable,  and  about  12  acres  of  barren  ftony 
moor  ;  he  has  fince  added  6  acres  to  thearable  ground.— 
.As  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  refide  towards  the  extre- 
mities of  the  parifh,  the  parochial  fchool  is  taught  in 
the  E.  end,  by  a  deferving  young  man,  who  has  only 
81.  6s.  8d.  of  ftated  falary  ;  and  a  fchool  for  fpinning, 
knitting  dockings,  and  reading  Englifh,  is  eitablifhed  by 
the  Honourable  Society,  in  the  welter  end,  with  a  falary 
of  7I.     It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  period  will  foon  ar- 
rive,   when  the   landed  intcreft   of  Scotland  will  feel 
themfelves  conilrained,  by  the  love  of  juftice  and  their 
country,  to  grant  fomething  like  decent  falaries  to  that 
moft   ufeful   clafs   of  men,    the   parochial   teachers   of 
youth  ;   who,  after  a  liberal  and  expenfive  education, 
devote  their  time  and  talents  to  the  duties  of  an  office, 
which  is  not  only  moft  laborious  and  fatiguing  in  itfelf, 
but  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  beft  interefls  of  fo- 
ciety. — There  never  was  an  eftabliflied  fund  for  the  poor 
of  this  pari fli :    And  though  the  number  of  thofe  who 
received  of  the  weekly  collections  amounted,  till  of  late, 
tf    from  60   to   70,  the  annual  colleclions  have  feldora 
exceeded  81.,  after  paying  the  feiBon- clerk's  and  kirk- 
officers  fees  *. 

M  if  villaneous 

•  Two  years  ago,  the  fcflion  entered  into  a  refutation  of  giving  no  part 
gf  the  colk&ions,  except  to  fuch  as  fliould  cor.f^n  whatever  they  might  bo 

wutk 
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Mifcettaneous  Obfervations.— In  fearching  for  lime* 
ftone,  in  1786,  feveral  fpecks  of  rich  lead  ore  were 
found  in  a  free-ftonc  rock,  to  the  S.  of  the  mill  of  St. 
Martin's,  by  the  late  Mr.  Gordon  of  Newhali,  whofe 
daffical  knowledge,  philanthropy,  and  engaging  man- 
ners endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him  :  Appearances 
were  fo  favourable,  that  workmen  had  proceeded  a  good 
-way  in  cutting  through  the  rock,  under  ground,  in  2 
different  dire&ions,  in  hopes  of  meeting  a  vein  of  ore ; 
when  bis  fudden  and  much  lamented  death,  in  January 
1778,  put  an  end  to  the  attempt.  Some  fpar,  lime- 
ftone,  and  (lone-marl  were  found  in  digging  through  the 
above  rock,  in  whkh  a  number  of  fpecks  of  ore  were 
found  embedded.  Rich  ihell*marl  was  difcovered,  a  few 
years  ago,  in  a  fmall  loch  near  the  manfion-houfe  of 
Braclangwell,  whkh  the  proprietor  has  ufed,  as  a  ma- 
fiure  to  his  fields,  with  great  fuccefs.— Salmon,  trout, 
icate,  herrings,  whitings,  fmall  cod,  flounders  of  various 
kinds,  cuttle-fiih,  needle-fifh,  cuddies,  and  a  variety  of 
fmaller  fry,  are  caught  in  the  frith  oppofite  to  this  par 
xifh,  by  hooks  and  nets,  and  alfo  by  yares  (belonging  to 
Newhali  and  Poynterfield),  in  which  cart-loads  of  her- 
rings and  other  kinds  of  fi(h  are  fometimes  found  en- 
clofed,  after  the  tide  leaves  them. — About  zo  tons  of 
Jtelp  are  made,  every  third  year,  on  the  (bores  of  New- 
hall, 

worth  at  their  death,  (aftei  paying  funeral  charges),  to  the  poor  of  the 
furiflt,  if  they  did  not  leave  an  indigent  parent  or  child.  In  confequence 
•f  this  regulation,  the  number  of  poor  receiving  aid  from  the  feffionj  ja 
now  reduced  to  35.  Betide*  the  weekly  collections,  the  greateft  part  of 
which  is  given  by  the  refiding  heritors,  the  incumbent  has  been  at  paint, 
for  federal  years  pa  ft,  to  make  up  a  fmall  permanent  accumulating  fund, 
the  intereft  of  which,  he  hopes,  will,  in  a  few  years,  afford  confiderable  re- 
lid  to  the  greateft  objects.    It  has  already  increafed  to  30I.  Sterling. 
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hall. — The  late  Sir  George  Munro  was  the  firft,  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  who  began  improvements  in  agri- 
culture on  a  large  fcale,  by  enclofing,  planting,  drain- 
ing, liming,  fallowing,  and  fowing  green  crops  on  his 
mains  of  Poynterfield,  which  now  add  greatly  to  the 
beauty  and  value  of  that  part  of  the  eftate ;  and  verjp 
great  improvements  have  been  carried  on  in  all  thefe 
refpeds,  on  the  mainfes  of  Braclangwell  and  Newhall ; 
and  thefe  3  contiguous  feats,  in  full  view  of  the  noble 
bay  and  harbour  of  Cromarty,  form  as  beautiful  a  land- 
fcape  as  can  be  imagined.— The  county-roads  and  bridges 
in  this  parifh  have  been  much  improved  of  late,  and  are 
in  general  very  good  *. 

Antiquities. — There  is  a  greater  number  of  ancient 
encampments  in  this,  than  in  any  other  parifli  in  the 
N. ;  from  tradition,  and  the  general's  tent  being  circu- 
lar, they  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed  by  the  D^nes 
when  they  invaded  Scotland.  It  is  favourable  to  this 
hypothefis,  that  from  the  eminence  on  which  thefe  en- 
trenchments are  moll  numerous,  there  is  an  extenfive 
profped  in  all  directions,  to  prevent  their  being  furprif- 
ed  in  their  camp  ;  and  as  they  are  feWom  found  above  a 
mile  from  the  fhore,  if  they  would  have  been  furprifed 
and  defeated  by  the  natives,  they  could  eafily  have  re- 

Vol.  XIV.  N  tired 

*  Confidering  the  fpirited  exertions  made  by  the  gentlemen  of  this,  and 
the  neighbouring  counties,  in  making  good  roads  and  bridges,  it  is  furprif- 
iag,  thit  little  or  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  improving  the  paflage 
boats  at  th«  •numerous  ferries  in  and  furrounding  this  diftrid  of  coun- 
try. It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  this  truly  important  objcd,  will  no  longer 
cftape  their  particular  notice,  and  that  ferry-boats  of  an  improved  conduc- 
tion, as  well  as  piers  for  receiving  and  landing  pafTcngtrs,  cattle  and  car- 
riages, will  be  as  ferioufly  attended  to,  as  .  oads  and  bridges,  cfpccially  at 
the  ferries  of  Inrergordon  and  Fort-George. 
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tired  on  board  their  {hips,  and  landed  in  fome  other  port 
of  the  country,  where  the  inhabitants  were  not  in  force 
to  oppofe  them.  There  are  likewife  a  great  many  tu- 
muli or  cairns ;  the  largeft  are  formed  of  ftones  of  various 
dimenfions,  and  the  kfler  of  earth  and  ftones  thrown 
promifcuoufly  together.  In  removing  the  ftones  of  fome 
of  thefe  cairns,  {tone-coffins  were  found,  formed  by  4 
large  and  2  fmall  flabs  of  unhewn  free-ftone,  containing 
aihes,  and  blades  of  oSenfive  weapons,  almoft  totally 
confumed  by  ruft  *. 

Hints  re/pe3ing  Improvements* — It  is  almoft  unnecef- 
lary  to  obferve,  that  the  eftabliftung  woollen,  lint,  and 
cotton  manufactures  in  this  country,  would  be  of  the 
greateft  advantage  to  the  inhabitants.  Among  many 
others  on  the  Frith  of  Cromarty,  there  is  an  excellent 
ftation  for  a  lint  or  hemp  manufacture  in  this  pariih, 
at  the  ftore-houfe  of  Newhall,  where  there  is  a  fine  na- 
tural harbour,  in  which  flap*  of  a  confiderable  burden 
could  lie  unmolefied  by  any  wind,  excepting  from  the 
N.  and  N.  W. — As  the  foil  of  this  pariih  is  well  adapt- 
ed to  raifing  lint  and  hemp,  the  farmers  would  no  doubt 

take 

•  The  only  building  in  this  partm,  that  hat  the  appearance  of  great  anti- 
quity, it  the  caftle  of  Craighoufc,on  the  (bore  of  Cullicuddea,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  weft  ward  of  the  old  kirk  It  U  5  ft  ore  y  •  high,  built  with  nra  lime 
on  a  rock  perpendicular  towards  the  fea,  which  walhes  it  at  flood-tide;  and 
being  furrounded  on  the  land  fide  by  a  ditch  and  high  wall,  it  evidently  ap- 
pear! to  have  been  a  place  of  confiderable  ftreiigth.  All  the  apartment* 
of  the  one  half  of  it,  which  is  moft  entire,  are  formed  by  ftone  arches,  but 
the-  floors  of  the  other  half,  which  is  evidently  more  modetn*  have  been 
hid  on  wooden  joifts,  part  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen  on  the  walls.  \~ 
boot  aoo  years  ago,  the  caftle,  with  the  lands  adjoining,  belonged  to  the 
Williamfons  of  Craighoufe.  The  representative  of  which  lamily  is  a  Ccunt 
Williamfon  in  Germany.  The  caftle  and  lands  of  Craighouie.  afterward 
became  the  property  and  occafional  refidencc  of  the  SUhops  of  JLols,,  tad 
are  now  a  pan  of  the  cftatc  of  Kevrhali, 
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take  the  advantage  of  this  favourable  circumftance,  if 
proper  lint-mills  were  ere&ed,  and  premiums  given  to 
allure  them  to  the  attempt.  Surely  the  truftees  for  die 
improvement  of  manufadures,  &c.  cannot  fuppofe,  that 
inducements  of  that  nature  are  now  fo  neceffary  in 
fonthem  counties,  where  manufadures  have  been  long 
eftabliihed,  and  where  the  method  and  advantage  of  rait- 
ing lint  and  hemp  are  well  underftood,  as  in  thefe  north- 
ern diftri&s,  where  they  are  hardly  known,  and  where 
the  people  are  in  that  low  ftate  of  poverty  and  depref- 
fion,  which  has  ever  been  found  to  check  and  fmother  a 
fpirit  of  induftry  and  improvement. 

Sefides  thcfe,  converting  all,  or,  at  leaft,  one  half  of 
the  viAual-rents  into  money,  at  a  moderate  rate  ;  giving 
long  leafes,  with  melioration  for  enclofing  the  farms,  and 
abotifhing  thirlage,  would  have  a  powerful  tendency  to 
'  roufe  a  fpirit  of  improvement  among  the  farmers,  and 
render  the  fituation  of  the  people  in  general  much  more 
cafy  and  comfortable  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Giving  pre* 
miums  to  farmers  for  fallowing  and  liming  their  ground, 
fowing  turnips  and  grafs-feeds  in  their '  fields,  would, 
po  doubt,  excite  a  fpirit  of  emulation  and  induftry 
among  them.  And  as  theft  are  the  great  and  truly  pa- 
triotic obje&s  which  the  lately  formed  Rofs-fliire  farm- 
ing-fociety  has  in  view,  it  is  pot  doubted,  but  every 
gentleman  of  property,  in  the  counties  of  Rofs  and 
Cromarty,  will  give  it  his  hearty  countenance  and  fup- 
port.  Were  they  to  contribute  to  the  common  flock 
according  to  their  rentals,  and  pay  particular  attention 
to  fuch  tenants  as  mould  compete  for  premiums,  though 
they  mould  not  fucceed,  a  fpirit  of  improvement  might 
be  foon  excited  in  this  country,  fimilar  to  that  which 
a/ofe  in  Aberdeenfhire,  from  a  farmer-fociety,  formed 
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and  patroaifed  by  the  late  Earl  of  Errol,  about  30  year* 
ago.  The  very  attempt  would  be  meritorious  ;  and 
{hould  ft  be  attended  with  the  probable  and  defired  ef- 
fect, befides  the  pleafure  it  would  give  to  every  bene- 
volent heart,  to  raife  a  numerous  and  moft  important 
clafs  of  men  from  a  ftate  of  ina&ivity  and  penury  to  in- 
duilry  and  affluence,  the  money  laid  out  would  foon  re- 
turn to  themfelve9  or  their  heirs  with  tenfold  intereft  ; 
and  a  few  years  experience  of  the  mode  and  profit  of  an 
improved  fyftem  of  hulbandry  would,  in  a  fliort  time, 
render  the  continuance  of  premiums  quite  unneceflary— 
Having  fairly  made  the  experiment  himfelf  for  6  months 
pail,  the  writer  earneftly  recommends  to  farmers  who 
plough  with  6  or  8  oxen  and  a  driver,  to  plough  with 
3  large  oxen  in  harnefs,  without  a  driver  ;  befides  faving 
the  meat  and  wages  of  a  driver,  they  will  plough  more, 
and  better  than  6  or  8  of  their  prefent  fize  of  oxen  ;  they 
will  not  require  fo  much  provender  ;  and,  if  yoked  in  a 
cart  like  horfes,  each  of  them  will  draw  a  load  that  4 
of  their  fmall  garrons  would  not  move.  The  writer 
cannot  conclude  this  miscellaneous  branch  of  his  fubjed, 
without  obferving,  that  it  mult  give  the  greateft  plea- 
fure to  every  friend  to  his  country,  to  look  forward  to 
the  many  and  important  advantages  that  agriculture  and 
manufactures  will  derive  from  a  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  internal  improvement,  fan&ioned  by  Parliament,  on 
the  patriotic  and  well-digefted  plan  propofed  by  Sir  John 
Sinclair. 


NUMBER 
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PARISH   or  D  ALTON. 


(COUNTT   AND   SlNOD   or  DUMFRIES,  PRESBYTERY   OF 
,  LoCliMABEN.) 


By  a  Friend  to  Statsitical  Inquiries. 


Name,  Extent,  Soil,  &c. 

TEE  name  of  this  parifh  is  evidently  Saxon.  In  an- 
cient writings,  it  is  fometimes  fpelt  Daltoune ; 
but  the  origin  of  the  name  has  not  been  handed  down. 
The  figure  is  irregular,  being  interfered  on  the  N.  fide 
by  Lochmaben ;  but  the  greateft  extent  may  be  4  miles 
in  length  from  N.  to  S.,  and  3  miles  in  breadth.  The 
foil  is  various,  but  confifts  chiefly  of  a  light  fandy  loamf 
dry,  and  very  capable  of  improvement.  In  fome  places, 
it  is  day  on  a  till  bottom,  which  retaining  the  wet,  is 
is  not  favourable  to  vegetation  ;  but  taking  it  in  general, 
the  land  is  well  adapted  to  cultivation;  and,  when  manu- 
red 
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red  and  enclofed,  amply  repays  the  expenfe  of  thefe  imm 
provemfnts. 

Population,  Proprietors,  Air,  &c— According  to  Dr. 
lyebfter's  report,  the  population  in  1755  was  4  ji.  Front 
the  beft  information,  the  number  of  the  people  amounts, 
at  prefent,  to  615  ;  of  whom  510  refide  in  Meikle  Dal- 
ton, and  105  in  Little  Dalton  j  and  it  feems  probable, 
that  the  population  has  not  decreafed  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century.  There  is  no  town  in  the  pariih, 
and  the  only  place  that  deferves  the  name  of  a  village,  is 
Dalton,  near  the  church,  where  the  courts  of  the  barony 
were  formerly  kept ;  but  the  number  of  inhabitants  does 
jiot  now  exceed  30  or  40.  The  parifli  is  the  property  of 
7  heritors,  of  whom  only  %  are  rcfident.  The  air  is 
healthy,  nor  are  there  any  particular  difeafes  to  which 
the  people  are  fubjeft.  One  or  two  inftances  of  individu- 
als attaining  the  age  of  100,  have  happened  within  the(§ 
co  years.  • 

River i,  Fi/bings,  &c. — The  pariih  being  bounded  by 
the  river  of  Annan  on  the  E.,  confiderable  quantities  of 
falmon,  and  fea-trouts,  are  caught  in  the  feafon,  as  the 
deep  pools  afford  them  a  Khelter.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that 
this  river,  at  a  very  remote  period,  inftead  of  discharging 
itfelf  into  the  fea  below  the  town  of  Annan,  followed  a  dif- 
ferent courfe ;  and  running  due  S.  from  Dormont,  fell  into 
the  Frith  near  Cummertrees  church,  about  3  miles  to  the 
weftward  of  Annan.  A  level  trad  of  meadow,  or  boggy 
ground,  from  Dormont  to  the  fouthward,  is  thought, 
from  many  appearances,  to  have  formerly  been  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river,  which  has  been  (hut  up  and  obftrufted 
by  fome  convulfion  of  nature,  by  which  the  prefent 

courfe. 
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Cmirfe,  through  a  bed  of  rocks,  has  alfo  probably  been 
opened.  This,  however  is  only  conje&ure  ;  but  it  is  fuf- 
ficiently  evident,  that  the  level  furface  juft  mentioned,  is 
well  calculated  for  making  a  canal,  for  the  purpofe  of  an 
inland  navigation  from  the  upper  parts  of  Annandale  to 
the  Solway  Frith ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  fuch  a  ca- 
nal might  be  executed  at  a  very  moderate  expenfe,  as  it 
would  require  few,  if  any  locks*  That  many  advantages 
would  arife  to  the  country  in  general,  from  an  improve- 
ment of  this  nature,  is  obvious.  In  particular,  the  in- 
land part  of  Annandale  might,  by  this  trad,  be  fupplied 
with  coals,  and  with  lime,  for  manure,  &c.,  of  both 
which,  the  carriage  by  land  from  the  coaft  is  excee4ing~ 
ly  expenfive  and  tedious.  Wood,  iron,  flate,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  neceffary  articles,  which  are  imported, 
might  alfo  be  carried  at  a  much  eafier  rate,  than  they 
now  are;  and  the  time  confumed  in  land  carriage,  might 
be  employed  in  enclofing,  and  otherwife  improving  the 
country,  a  great  part  whereof  having  been  common, 
though  lately  divided,  remains  ftill  in  an  uncultivated 
Hate.  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  when  peace  i» 
re-ed  ablifhed,  and  credit  has  attained  its  former  liability, 
the  proposal  for  fuch  a  canal  may  be  attended  to,  and  en- 
couraged by  every  man  of  landed  property  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, efpecially  as  the  late  truly  patriotic  meafure, 
fo  long  defircd,  of  permitting  coals  to  be  imported  duty 
free,  muft  create  a  great  demand  for  them ;  and  if  the 
conveyance  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  was,  at 
the  fame  time,  rendered  more  eafy,  the  prefejpt  wafte  of 
time,  in  the  calling  and  drying  of  peat,  might  in  a  great 
meafure  be  avoided  and  prevented. 

Stipend^  School,  Poor,  &c.— Mr.  Macrae  of  Holmain* 
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is  the  patron  of  this  pariih.  The  ftipend  was  augmented 
about  24  years  ago,  fince  the  fettlement  of  the  prefent 
minifter,  and  is  now  741.  Sterling  a-year  paid  in  money. 
There  is  alfo  a  legal  glebe  adjoining  to  the  manfe,  which 
was  excaxnbed  for  the  old  glebe,  lying  in  the  pariih  of 
Little  Dalton,  where  the  manfe  was  alfo  fituated,  almoll 
%  miles  from  the  church.  This  being  found  extremely 
inconvenient,  an  excambion  took  place  about  30  years 
ago  ;  and  a  new  manfe  was  then  built,  and  a  glebe  laid 
but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  church. — The  fchool- 
inafter  has  the  legal  falary  of  100  merles ;  he  teaches 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. — Only  1  indigent  per- 
fon  Hands  upon  the  roll ;  which  is  very  fortunate,  as 
the  want  of  a  weekly  collection,  occasioned  by  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  of  the  pariih,  would  prevent  the  ne- 
ceffitous  from  receiving  any  other  fupport,  except  what 
arofe  from  the  charitable  difpofitions  of  their  neigh- 
bours. 

'  Agriculture^  &c— Improvement  of  the  foil  has  made 
a  confiderable  progrefs  in  this  pariih  within  thefe  laft 
ao  or  30  years.  The  contiguity  to,  and  application  of 
lime  as  a  manure,  has  much  contributed  to  this  defirable 
purpofe  ;  many  enclofures  have  alfo  been  made  ;  feveral 
tracks  of  common  and  barren  land  brought  into  culture  ; 
and  the  appearance  of  the  country  in  general  greatly 
altered  for  the  better.  Oats  and  barley  are  principally 
raifed,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  w,heat,  which  requires 
rather  a  ftronger  foil.  Potatoes  are  cultivated  with 
great  fuccefs  ;  and  the  crops  of  grain  are  much  more 
than  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  do  therefore  export  and  fell  the  overplus.  Some 
turnips  are  alfo  planted  every  year  in  the  drill  way, 

which, 
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jrhich,  being  regularly  hoed  and  cleaned,  are  a  good 
preparation  for  an  enfuing  barley  crop.  There  are  no 
manufactures  carried  on  in  this  pariih.  The  valuation, 
is  2423  merks,  6s.  8d.  Scots ;  the  real  rent  about  170CL 
Sterling.  The  extent,  as  nearly  as  can  be  computed,  is 
4500  Scots  acres. 

Mtfctttaiuous  Obfervatipiir.—Tht  number  of  horfes 
may  be  about  120,  moftly  bred  in  the  parifli.  Hie 
quantity  of  Mack  cattle  cannot  be  eafily  afcertained,  as 
the  owners  are  often  buying  and  felling ;  they  are,  how- 
ever, almoft  the  only  flock  raifed,  as  no  more  than  3  or 
4  farms  keep  any  fheep.  The  people  rear  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  fwine,  which  are  very  profitable. 
The  rates  of  thofe  articles  correfpond  entirely  with  thofe 
mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the  pariflies  of  Ruthwell 
and  Cummertrees  adjoining  j  as  do  alfo  fervants  and 
labourers  wages.  Oat  meal  and  oats  are  fold  at  Dum- 
fries market,  and  frequently  Hupped  for  the  port  of 
Greenock.  The  whole  barley  raifed,  except  a  fmall 
portion  for  home-confumption,  is  exported  to  Liverpool. 
—The  new  made  turnpike-road  from  Annan  to  Dum- 
fries runs  through  a  fmall  corner  of  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  pariih.  The  other  roads  are  kept  in  repair  by 
the  compofition  for  the  ftatute-labour. — No  ancient  edi- 
fices, or  natural  curiofities,  are  to  be  met  with  in  this 
pariih.  A  tower  or  fortalice,  upon  the  lands  of  Hoi- 
mains,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  anceftors  of  Mr.  Car- 
ruthers  of  Holmains,  lately  proprietor  of  that  eftate, 
and  was  a  confiderable  ftronghold  before  the  union  of 
the  crowns,  is  now  fallen  into  a  total  decay. — As  there 
are  fundry  modes  in  fome  parts  of  the  pariih,  peats  are 
univerfally  prepared  an    ufed  for  fuel,   which,  as   in 
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other  cafes,  sad  when  the  weather  is  uncertain,  requit* 
much  attention,  and  confume  a  great  part  of  the  people's 
time  in  the  fummer  feafan*  This  inconvenience  will, 
however,  be  in  a  great  degree  obviated,  by  the  late  aft 
taking  off  the  duty  from  coal  imported  ;  and  the  people 
of  Dalton,  being  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  coaft, 
'  may  now  avail  themfelves  of  this  advantage. — The  in- 
habitants of  this  parifli  are  in  general  of  a  good  charac- 
ter, quiet,  regular  and  orderly.  No  crimes,  of  whid^ 
the  law  takes  cognizance,  have  been  committed  for  many 
years.    There  are  few  or  no  Seceders. 


P?MBE* 
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fcARISfl   of   DOLPHlNGTbtf. 


(Couktt  of  Peebles,  StnOd  of  Lothian  and  TweeA* 

DALE,  PAESBTTERt  OF  BlGOAR.) 


£)  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Gordon. 


Name,  Extent,  &c* 

I  CAN  form  no  oonje&ute  from  whence  the  name  Dol- 
phington  is  derived.  I  only  obferve,  that  the  princi* 
£al  heritor  of  the  parifh  bears  in  his  arms,  a  Dolphin 
fifh ;  but  from  what  circumftance  he  received  this  armo- 
rial bearing,  I  have  not  heard.  This  parifh  is  fituated 
in  the  E.  eorner  of  the  upper  ward  of  Clydefdale,  extend* 
ing  about  3  Englifh  miles  from  E.  tbW.,  and  about  2ifrom 
S.  to  N.,  the  great  road  from  Edinburgh  to  Leadhills, 

by  Biggar,  palling  through  it. 
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Statistical  Table  of  the  Paeish  or  DotnmraTOV. 


Population,  according 

. 

Schoolmafter,        -           x 

to  Dr.  Webfter  in 

Farmers  above  50L  a 

«  1755* 

30a 

year,                -             4 

L11791, 

aoo 

Ditto  under  50I.              17 

Average  of  births  for 

Innkeeper,              ~          X 

10  years,  preceding 

Smith,               -                1 

1791, 

5 

Mafon,              -                1 

Males, 

104 

Carpenters,            -           5 

Females, 

9* 

Weavers,              -             4 

Under  10  years  of  age, 

5° 

Shoemakers,            -        0 

ao, 

26 

Tailors,                -              0 

3°t 

48 

Miller,                •              x 

40, 

19 

Male  farm  fervants,        25 

5°t 

aa 

Female  ditto,          -         18 

60; 

ao 

Flax-dreflcr,             -         1 

70, 

xo 

Poor  on  the  roll,        -      8 

80, 

3 

Capital  of  their 

Above  80, 

a 

funds,           -         L.  160 

Families, 

5* 

Annual  income,           L.  16 

Seceders,  Sec. 

32 

Young  perfons  taught 

Twins  born  in  laft  10 

Engliih    annually, 

years, 

3 

from                   20  to  30 

Proprietors  refiding, 

e 

Apprentice  to  Carpenter,  t 

Non»refiding, 

3 

Ditto  to  Smith,        -        x 

Clergyman, 

X 

There  may  be  in  this  parifli  about  130  milch  cows, 
and  105  young  cattle ;  about  45  horfes  for  plough  and 
cart.  There  may  be  from  12  to  18  young  horfes  reared 
annually.  The  flieep  of  all  kinds  may  amount  to  1000. 
The  valued  rent,  in  Scots  money,  is  850I ,  the  real  rent  may 

be 
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be  600I.  Sterling*  The  exports  are  butter,  cheefe,  lambs* 
old  ftieep,  wool,  mealy  bear,  &c.  The  caufes  of  the  de- 
creafe  of  population  in  this  pariih,  may  be  thefe  :  For- 
merly this  pariih  was  divided  into  (mall  farms,  and  each 
farmer  kept  feveral  cottagers  ;  but  now  the  farms  are 
much  enlarged,  and  the  farmers,  at  leaft  many  of  them, 
feem  to  have  imbibed  a  ftrong  prejudice  againft  all  cot- 
tages, pulling  down  fome  of  them  every  year.  Another 
eaufe  of  this  decreafe  in  population,  may  be  the  want  of  \ 
fuel ;  the  pariih  affording  no  peat,  and  the  coal,  at  the 
diflance  of  near  8  miles,  very  high  priced  at  the  hill,  and 
generally  very  bad  in  quality,  which  makes  fuel  a  dear 
article  to  the  poor  *• 

5*i7,  Agriculture,  Sec — The  foil  of  this  diftria  is  for 
die  moil  part  of  a  light  black  mould,  with  a  clofe  red 
day,  and  tilly  bottom,  which  makes  it  generally  very 
wet,  and  the  crops  late  in  harveft.  To  remedy  this,  the 
farmers,  for  the  moft  part,  fow  early  oats,  commonly 
called  Carnwath  oats,  and  fome  barley  oats,  which  are 
ftifl  earlier  than  the  former,  but  they  muft  be  fowed  up- 
on fine  rich  land,  otherwise  they  produce  but  a  fcanty 
crop.  Tet,  after  all,  from  its  local  fituation,  and  a  large 
rnofc  to  the  eaft  ward,  the  early  frofts  in  Auguft  and  Sep- 
tember, oft  times,  in  one  night,  blaft  all  the  hopes  of  the 
moft  induftrious  huibandman,  by  deftroying  his  crops. 

The  farmers,  in  general,  are  induftrious.  They  plant 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  potatoes ;  they  likewife  fow 
as  much  grais-feeds  and  turnips  as  they  can,  which  ge- 
nerally vtxy  well  repay  their  labour.    There  are  about 

200 

•  The  price  of  labour  and  vivres  of  all  kinds,  is  much  the  fame,  u  ia 
the  farrouuding  parishes  of  Duiulre,  Kirkurd,  &c. 
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loo  acres  of  enclofed  lands  in  the  parifli ;  the  reft  i&  ail 
open.  Enclofing  land  in  this  parilh  becomes  a  very  el* 
penfiye  and  difficult  bufinefc,  as  thofn  hedges  canpot  be5 
feared  for  fences,  and  ftones  are  not  to  be  got  for  building 
them* 

Churchy  Manfe,  Stipend,  School,  &c. — The*  churdi  un- 
derwent a  complete  repair  in  the  year  1 786,  being  then  al- 
moft  rebuilt*  It  is/  at  prefent,  in  good  repair,  and  a  de* 
cent  place  of  worfhip.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1770, 
but  in  fuch  a  fuperficial  manner,  that  it  has  been  Under/ 
the  neceflity  of  being  repaired  feveral  times  fince  it  was 
built,  at  a  very  confiderable  expenfe  to  the  heritors ;  and, 
after  all,  it  is  but  an  indifferent  houfe :  damp,  by  being 
placed  too  near  a  bog  •,  inconvenient!  being  near  half  a 
mile  from  the  church. 

As  the  parifli  is  fmall,  fo  the  ftipend  is  equally  fmallj 
being  no  more  than  44I.  8s.  lo-Jd.,  with  50  merks  Scots, 
for  communion  elements.  The  teinds  feem  to  be  exhauft* 
ed.  This  is  a  ftipend  by  far  too  fmall,  as  times  now  go* 
for  the  fupport  of  any  clergyman.  The  glebe  contains 
about  8  acres,  which  may  rent  from  61.  to  7L  annually*. 

William 

*  I  am  forty  to  fee,  that  the  clergy  have  loft  their  bill  in  Parliament. 
I  tnink  ine  .uudcd  intercft  have  not  behaved  with  all  that  generofity  that 
might  hive  been  expe&cd,  in  firft  oppofing  and  defeating  the  jail  claim* 
of  a  veiy  ufefol  fee  of  men,  1  mean  the  poor  opprcifed  and  too  much  de- 
fpifed  fchoolmailers,  and  now  oppofing  the  clergy  in  a  thing  where,  I  ap- 
prehend, their  intercft  was  not  much  to  be  affected.  By  looking  into  the 
i&s  of  the  General  AfTembly,  in  the  year  1750,  I  find  the  amount  of  the; 
whole  (Upends  in  Scotland,  to  be  only  50,16' 1.  15*.  id.  lo-iaths,;  and 
that  the  tithes,  not  afft&ed  by  minifters  {Upends,  may  amount  to  near 
.  6o,cool.  Sterling :  So  at  that  period,  the  clergy  had  not  the  one  half  of 
the  tithes.  How  far  a  new  divifion  of  pariftics,  or,  at  leaft,  the  cutting  off 
feme  places  from  large  pariihes,  and  annexing  them  to  fmaller,  and,  by 

this 
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William  Brown,  Efq.  of  Dolphington,  about  the  year 
1650,  mortified  4  acres  of  land  for  the  behoof  of  the 
fchoolmafter  of  the  pariih,  on  which  land  a  good  dwell- 
ing-houfe  is  now  built.  The  faid  William  Brown  alfo 
mortified  1000  merks  Scots,  the  intereft  of  which  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  fchoolmafter,  for  educating  poor  fcholars  ; 
the  naming  of  faid  fcholars  to  be  by  the  faid  William 
Brown,  and  his  heirs  :  He  likewife,  at  fame  time,  morti- 
fied 20#  merks,  the  intereft  of  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
poor  of  the  pariih.  Laftly,  the  forefaid  William  Brown 
mortified  2  acres  of  land  to  the  minifter  ferving  the  cure; 
but  this  laft  mortification  has  not  been  poffefled  by  the 
minifter  fince  the  Revolution.  The  late  Mr.  John 
Bowie,  minifter  of  Dolphington,  in  the  year  1759,  mor- 
tified  and  difponed  a  farm  lying  in  the  pariih  of  Dunfire, 
prefently  renting  271.  12s.  yearly,  free  of  all  burdens,  to 
the  minifter  and  kirk-feffion  of  Dolphington,  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  the  following  manner;  viz.  zoo  merks  to  the 
fchoolmafter  for  teaching  20  poor  fcholtfrs,  and  no  more, 
the  naming  of  faid  fcholars  to  be  by  the  kirk-feffion  ; 
loo  merks  for  educating  any  lad  of  a  remarkably  bright 
genius,  to  be  allowed  him  for  6  years,  and  no  longer ;  or, 
failing  any  lad  of  this  defcription  in  the  pariih,  the  laid 
10*  merks  is  to  be  applied  to  pay  apprentice  fees ;  59 
merks  for  buying  bibles,  pfalm  books,  gcc.  to  poor  fcho- 
lars ;  or  failing  them,  to  be  applied  to  any  other  chari- 
table purpofe  the  feffion  ihall  judge  moft  proper ;  50 

merks 

these  means,  bringing  both  the.  labours  and  livings  nearer  to  a  Prdbytcrian 
eqisatity,  may  he  practicable,  I  think,  deferves  due  consideration ;  for  un- 
lets fbmething  be  done  to  meliorate  the  fituation  of  many  of  the  clergy, 
who  have  only  fmall  parMhes,  and,  what  is  ftill  worfe,  whofe  tithes  axe 
cihanftrd,  and  confequently  can  claim  no  augmentation,  they  will  be- 
come not  only  defphed  in  their  refpe&We  pariwes  for  their  poverty,  but 
(Mr  families  moft  feel  the  greateft  diftrefs. 
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merits  to  the  mkifter,  with  all  the  other  profits  anting 
from  faid  lands,  to  compenfate  him  for  his  care  and 
trouble  as  fa&or  and  principal  manager. 

This  parifh  has  the  honour  of  giving  birth  to  feme 
eminent  men,  particularly  to  the  late  Principal  Leech* 
man  of  the  uuiverfity.  of  Glafgow,  fo  well  known  in  the 
literary  world ;  the  account  of  whofe  life  having  been  lb 
lately  publifhed,  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of  my  giving 
any  further  account  of  him. 

MifceUaneous  Qbfervations. — There  are  not  many  re- 
mains of  antiquity  to  be  found  in  this  parifh.  I  have 
only  obferved  the  following :  On  the  top  of  a  hill,  near 
the  middle  of  the  parifh,  are  to  be  feen  the  remains  of  a. 
camp,  or  fortified  place.  It  enclofes  near  4  acres  of 
ground,  and  feems  to  have  been  ftrongly  fortified  with  a 
wall  of  earth,  and  a  broad  deep  trench  cut  out  of  the 
rock9  for  the  whole  top  of  the  hill  is  a  rock.  It  Ukewife 
feems  to  have  had  feme  ftrong  out- work,  particularly  oa 
the  corners,  where  the  hill  was  moft  eafy  of  accefs.  But 
there  is  not  the  fmalleft  veftige  of  any  ftone-houfes,  or  o- 
ther  permanent  buildings  having  ever  been  erected  with- 
in the  fortifications.  I  have  been  told  by  Tome  of  the 
oldeft  people  in  the  parifh,  that  there  was  once  to  be  feen 
the  appearance  of  a  refervoir  for  holding  rain-water,  for 
a  fpring  it  could  not  have,  without  going  to  a  very  great 
depth  ;  and  that  this  place  ufed  to  Hand  full  of  water  af- 
ter any  great  rains,  but  is  now  almoft  filled  up.  If  one 
might  hazard  a  conjecture,  I  fhpuld  fuppofe,  that  this 
place  was  never  ufed  as  a  Handing  military  camp,  or  fia- 
tion,  but  rather  as  a  place  of  fecurity,  for  driving  the 
cattle  to,  in  any  fudden  emergency.  This  country,  of  old* 
was  much  expofedto  the  incurfions  of  the  borderers  from 

Annandale, 
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Annandale,  who  ufcd  to  come  and. plunder  the  country 
and  drive  away  the  cattle  ;  and  it  is  natural  vto  fuppofe, 
that  the  people  would  endeavour  to  fccure  their  cajtle, 
by  fome  means  or  other. 

I  am  led  to  conjedure,  that  this  was  the  principal 
defign,  not  only  of  this,  but  likewife  of  many  other  places 
of  the  fame  kind,,  fituated  011  the  tops  of  the  hills  in  .this 
country,  from  this  circumftance^  that  about  2  miles  to  the 
S.,  there  is  another  place  which  foes  by  the  name  of  the 
Kip.  This  kip  is  fituated  upon  the  higheft  part  of  ano- 
ther hill,  and  has  a  moft  extenfive  profpeft  all  over  the 
country,  particularly  to  the  N.  £•  It  is  compofed 
of  a  row  of  very  large  ftones,  which  muft  have  beett 
brought  from  fome  confiderable  diftance,  as  the  hill  a£» . 
fords  none.  Thefe  Aones  are  placed  in  a -circular  form, 
of  about  50  or  60  paces  in  circumference,  and  the  middlf 
fpace  filled  with  {mall  ftones  and  graveL  This  place  I 
take  to  have  been  intended  as  an  alarm  tpwer,  where 
fires  ufed  to  be  lighted  to  alarm  the  country,  in  cafe  of 
any  fudden  invafion.  As  this  place  is  within  fight  of 
Tintock  Hill  to  *he  S.  W.,  where  another  place  of  the  fame 
kind  feems  to  have  been  railed,  and  as  it  is  alfo  withiq 
fight  of  another  a  good  way  to  the  N.  E.,  and  that  other 
in  fight  of  Dunbar,  and  the  eaftern  cestft,  fo,  by  lighting 
fires  from  one  place  to  another,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
hours,  the  country  could  be  alarmed  from  the  borders  of 
England  to  the  Forth,  and  fo  on. — In  feveral  parts  of  this 
parilh,  ftone  coffins,  full  ^f  bones^  have  been  difcoveredf 
particularly  in  one  place4  the  farmer,,  in  levelling  and 
&i  sighting  his  ridges,  came  with  the  plough  upon  a  re* 
gular  burying-ground,  containing  a  great  number  of 
Aone  coffins  of  all  dimenfions,  from  children  to  full  grown 
jnen.     Thefe  coffins  were  not  of  one  ftone,  but  of  feve- 
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fal  pieces,  fet  upon  their  edges,  and  covered  with  one 
above  :  Nor  did  they  contain  any  thing  but  bones,  and 
thefe  almoft  reduced  to  duft.  When  the  church  was 
repairing  in  1 7  86,  the  mafons,  in  clearing  the  foundation  of 
the  north  wall,  difcovered  a  perfon  that  had  been  buried 
within  church,  not  in  the  ufual  way,  lying  E.  and  W. 
but  N.  and  S.,  covered  with  a  large  ftone,  on  which  was 
cut,  in  a  rude  manner,  the  form  of  a  big  two-handed 
word,  without  letters,  or  any  other  figures,  but  nothing 
elfe  ;  his  bones  feemed  to  be  uncommonly  large. 
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NUMBER   VIII. 

PARISH   of  ABDIE. 

(County  akd  Synod  of  Fife,  Presbytery  of  Cupar.) 

By  a  Friend  to  Statistical  Inquiries. 

•      •         •  ■ "  • 

Name,  Surface  f  Climate,  &c. 


NO  fatisfa&ory  account  can  be  obtained  of  the  name 
of  this  parilh.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  it 
Is  of  Celtic  origin.  The  extent  of  this  parilh  is  conflder- 
able ;  but,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  feparated 
by  the  intervention  of  other  parishes,  into  3  parts,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  afcertain  its  precife  length  and  breadth.  It 
is  fituated  between  Abcrnethy  and  Monimail  on  the  S.  of 
the  river  Tay,  in  the  heart  of  the  range  of  high  lands, 
which,  to  weflward,  is  known  by  the  name  of  Ochil 
Hills.  The  middle  part,  where  the  church  and  manfe 
are  placed,  is  larger  than  either  of  the  other  two  parts, 
tad  is  bounded  on  the  W.  and  S.  W.  by  Newburgh  >  on 
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the  N.  by  the  Taj ;  on  the  N.  E.  and  £.  by  Dunbogand 

Flifk  i  on  the  S.  £.  by  Mbuimail ;  on  the  &  W.  by  Col- 

Teifie.     The  £.  part  of  the  parifli  is  bounded  on  the  W. 

N.  W.  and  N-  by  die  Fliik ;  on  the  N  E.#  E.  and  S.  E. 

by'Criech  ;  and  on  the  S.  and  &,  W.  by  Dunbog,     The 

W.  parr  is  bounded  on  the  E.  by  Newburgh  ;  on  the  N. 

By  Newburgh  and  Abernethy  ;  on  the  W.  and  S.  by  A~ 

bernethy.    Dunbog  on  the  E.  and  Newburgh  on  the  W. 

lying  thus  in  the  bofom  of  Abdier  favour  the  tradition  of 

their  forming,  at  fome  diftant  period,  parts  of  that  pa- 

rifh.     No  traces,  however,  of  the  di  junction  of  Dunbog. 

can  now  be  difcovered ;  but  the  curious  article,  at  the 

bottom  of  the  page,,  confirms  the  tradition  refpe&ing 

Newburgh  *•  ' 

The 

*  Apttd  Holyroodhouftf,  3H0.  die  mentis  Februarii  1^3*  yean.  Aoent 
<the  f implication  prtfcnted  tothe  commiffioners  for  the  farreadcr  of  teindst 
for  Mr.  David  Orme,  mlnifter  ar  Newburgh,  making  mention,  that  where 
the  kirk*  of  Ebdic  and  Newburgh  have  been  feparat  theft  manie  year*  by- 
paft,  by  zA  of  fynodal  atfemblie,  fpecial  confent  of  the  patron,  gentlemen 
of  the  parochin,  and  all  others  parties  having  interes  for  the  time,  for  ma- 
nie grave  and  weighty  reaibns  contained  in  the  forefaid  aft,  and  likewife, 
feeing  his  majeftie  has  prefented  the  {applicant  to  the  kirVof  Newburgh, 
where  he  prefently  fcrvei  the  cure,  by  virtue  of  hi*  Heiaes's  prefentatiom 
and  the  Bifbop  of  St.  Androis  admifiion,  and  collation  thereupon ;  and 
fe  ing  the  faid  commifllon  are  now  fettling-  an  maintenance  and  provifion 
for  the  krrk  of  Ebdie ;  humbly  defiring  therefor  the  faids  coauniifioGors 
to  ratify  the  faid  feparat  ion,  Hke  as  at  mair  length  is  contcined  in  the 
Amplication  :  quhtlk  being  read,  heard  and  confidered  by  the  eotnmifiioA- 
ers ;  and  they  having  Ukewifc  h  ard  Mr.  Andrew  Murray  miniftex  at  Ebdie, 
and  the  faid  fuppliint,  who  were  perfonatty  prefent ;  hereupon,  and  being1 
•well  advyfit,  with  all  that  was  propofed  and  allegit  by  them  hcirancst, 
the  Lords,-  and  others  of  the  commiffion,  for  thc-furrendcr  and  teinds,  with 
confent  of  the  faids  twa  miniflers,  and  heritors  prefent,  hat  ratified,  and 
be  the  tenor  heirof,  ratifies  the  ad  above  written ;  whereby  the  laid  kirk  oT 
Newburgh  is  feparat  from  the  kirk  of  Ebdie ;  and  declares  the  fame  to  be 
an  feparat  kirk  be  itfelf  in  all  time  coming;  without  prejudice  always  fes>- 
the  faid  Mr.  Andrew  Murray  of  his  right  ©{patronage  of  the  faid  kirk»at>* 
accords  of  law 
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The  face  of  the  country,  in  all  parts  of  the  parifh,  par- 
ticularly towards  the  £.  and  W.  extremities,  is  remark- 
ably uneven.  The  quantity  of  arable  land,  however,  i» 
probably  not  lefs  than  in  any  equal  extent  of  furface 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  Ochil  Hills.  From 
the  free  circulation  of  air  among  thefe  hills,  and  the  pre* 
vailing  drynefs  of  the  foil  below,  the  climate,  in  moil 
parts  of  the  parish,  proves  very  falubrious.  The  fituation 
of  the  minifter's  manfe  is,  perhaps,,  as  unfavourable  to 
health,  as  any  other  houfe  in  the  parifh ;  for  it  {lands 
dofe  by  a  lake  of  confiderable  extent  in  low  and  wet 
ground. 

Hills,  Woods,.  Rivers,  Lakes,  &c. — Of  the  many  hill* 
In  the  parifh,,  1,  Clatchart-Crag  and  Norman's  Law,  are 
xemarkable ;  the  one  for  its  abrupt  precipitous  frontr 
the  other  for  its  height.  Abdie  is  bare  of  wood,  there 
being  only  one  confiderable  fpot  in  the  whole  extent  of 
the  parifli  planted  with  trees.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  proprietors  will  be  induced  to  convert  the 
inarable  fummits  of  fome  of  the  hills  to  ufe  and  beauty, 
by  covering  them  with  wood.  The  grounds,  in  many 
places,  require  fhelter  ;  and  there  is  good  reafon  to  be- 
lieve,  that  the  fevcral  fpecies  of  fir  planted  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood with  fuccefs,  will  thrive  in  the  high  lands  of 
Abdie.  No  river  runs  through  this  parifh  :  It  is,  not* 
tnrithftanding,  well  watered.  It  contains  feveral  lakes  or 
lochs,  the  principal  of  which,  in  point  of  largenefs  and 
beauty,  is  the  loch  of  Lindores :  this  is  a  fine  fheet  of 
water  in  the  middle  divifion  of  the  parifh,  of  nearly  a 
mile  in  length,  and  of  unequal  breadth :  It  belongs  to 
JMr.  Simfon  of  Brunton.    Its  perch  and  pike,  its  ducks 
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and  other  water  fowls,  contribute  to  the  amufement  of 
the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  whom  the  proprie- 
tor politely  admits  to  the  privilege  of  fiihing  and  fowling. 
Were  the  rifing  grounds,  with  which  this  lake  is  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides,  covered  with  plantations,  difpofed  in 
a  proper  manner,  a  profpe&,  it  is  believed,  would  be  fiir- 
niihed  not  inferior,  in  point  of  beauty,  to  thofe  prefented 
by  lakes,  which  have  attracted  much  notice,  and  acquired 
celebrity.  Ill  fupplied,  as  the  country  at  prefent  is,  witk 
wood,  no  traveller,  in  pafiing  along  the  road  which  leads 
from  Cupar  to  Perth,  can  furvey  the  loch  of  Lindores, 
when  it  opens  at  once  on  his  view,  without  being  both 
furprifed  and  pleafed.  The  fmall  wood  of  Wood-Mil^ 
juft  Ihowing  its  northern  extremity  on  the  S.  W.,  the 
snanfe,  church,  and  church-yard,  Handing  folitary  on  the 
W.,  and  the  old  manfion-houfe  of  Old  Lindores,  with  the 
trees  that  fur  round  it  on  the  N.,  have  a  very  fine  effe&. 
Taken  altogether,  they  juftify  the  following  lines  occa- 
fioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  minifter,  Mr.  Millar  *. 

"  *Tis  not  the  fite  that  fixes  my  regard, 

Nor  lake,  nor  grove,  nor  hills,  infpire  the  bard : 

Though 


*  Short  biographical  (ketches,  it  is  believed,  are  not  foreign  from  the 
defign  of  this  work.  Rcfpect  for  the  young  man,  whofe  death  the  epiftle* 
laments,  prompts  his  friend  and  neighbour,  to  preferve  his  memory  in  this 
more  lading  and  public  manner,  and  to  lay,  Mr.  Millar  was,  from  ear- 
ly life,  diftinguilhed  for  fedatenefs,  application  and  engaging  manners :  he 
•fficiated  as  affiftant  pi  cache  r  at  Perth  with  much  approbation.:  he  was 
teceived  with  cordiality  as  mini  Iter  of  Abdie:  he  performed  his  duty  among 
his  people  with  diligence  and  credit.  But,  (b  it  pleafed  God,  he  died 
in  the  beginning  of  the  5th  year  of  his  miniftry,  in  the  28th  year  of  his 
*ge.  A  monument  is  erected  over  his  grave,  with  proper  inscriptions  by. 
his  father,  Mr,  Millar,  minifter  of  Inchture. 
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Though  nature  here  might  warm  a  Thomfon's  lay, 
Or  a  Salvator  Rofa's  powers  difplay ; 
And  richly  grants,  as  genius  may  choofe, 
Helvetian  manners,  and  Helvetian  views ; 
Another  hour  may  note  the  varying  face 
Of  vale  and  mountain,  and  their  beauties  trace  ; 
Our  morning  walks  renew  and  frequent  ftand, 
To  mark  that  Abdie  is  a  Switzerland." 

Antiquities.— AS  gentlemens  feats  uninhabited,  neglefted, 
or  in  ruins,  may  be  included  under  this  article,  the  parifli 
of  Abdie  has  many  antiquities,  there  being  8  manfion- 
houfes  in  it,  Den  Mill,  Den  Muir,  Kinnaird,  Ayton, 
Lindores,  Wood  Mill,  Berry  Hole,  Ormifton,  either  to- 
tally deferted,  or  inhabited  by  tenants.  The  manfion- 
Tioufe  of  Kinnaird,  mentioned  by  Sibbald  as  a  large  new 
boufe,  is  now  in  ruins.  The  manfion-houfc  of  Den  Mill, 
built  1679,  *3.  *n  ^e  ^ame  ft&te,  and  {hows  the  h^vock  of 
time,  and  the  more  wafteful  and  deplorable  fteps  of  ad- 
verfity,  fupinenefs  and  negleft.  Indeed,  while  one  looks 
around  him  in  the  parifli  of  Abdie,  and  marks  the  many 
balls  now  filent,  which,  in  a  former  century,  were  the 
feats  of  hofpitable  feftivitjr  and  joy,  he  finds  fome  diffi- 
culty in  admitting,  that  Scotland  is,  at  prefent,  in  a  ftate 
of  higher  improvement  than  it  had  attained  in  any  for- 
mer period.  The  antiquities  of  Abdie  extend  beyond 
the  sera  of  the  feats  now  mentioned.  On  the  fummit  of 
Glatchart  Crag,  are  the  evident  vefliges  of  a  fortifica- 
tion, or  place  of  ftrength.  Sibbald  fays  it  had  been  a 
ftrong  caflle.  Traces  of  fortifications  on  a  larger  fcale, 
are  more  vifible  on  the  top  of  Norman's  Law,  which, 
from  the  fituation,  and  height,  and  name,  one  is  led  to  con* 
fider  at  either  the  work  of  fome  of  the  northern  invaders; 

or 
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•orasa  place  of  ftrength  and  •Wervatioa,  occafioned  hf 
their  hoftile  vilits  *. 

Population* — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  in  1755,  was  %22m  Since  1789,  no  ex- 
ad  account  of  the  pariih  has  been  taken.  The  minifter't 
roll  of  that  year  contains  494  of  all  ages.  The  decrcafe 
of  population  muft  be  accounted  for,  from  the  enlarge- 
ment of  farms,  from  diminifhing  the  cottagers,  from  the 
xion-rcfidence  of  the  principal  heritors. 

Agriculture. — The  farmers  of  this  parifh  pra&ife  the 
fame  modes  of  labouring  the  fields,  and  cultivate  the  lame 
kinds  of  crops,  which  *have  been  repeatedly  described  in 

the 


*  Near  the  village  at  Lindores,  are  pointed  out  the  fuppofed  remains  of 
«  caftie,  faid  to  have  belonged  to  the  celebrated  M'Duff,  Thane  of  File. 
Tradition  adds,  that  in  the  view  .of  its  being  demolished,  much  of  the  plate 
mnd  wealth  of  it  were  caft  into  an  adjoining  lake,  (till  known  by  the  name 
<of  the  Sillar  Lake.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  conned  tbefe  traditions 
■with  fcenes  immortalized  by  Shakefpeare,  in  his  tragedy  of  Macbeth.  But 
M'Duff,  like  Wallace,  and  other  favourite  character*,  has  had  too  many 
places  of  refidence  afligned  him  by  the  fond  admiration  of  his  countrymeiu 
At  no  great  distance  from  the  church,  and  on  the  way  to  it  from  the  Ab- 
bey of  Lindores,  there  are  a  few  (tones  called  the  Lickcr-Stones:  Anti- 
quaries have  conjectured  licker  to  be  a  corruption  and  contraction  of  lec- 
turer, and  with  much  (how  of  probability  have  obferved,  that  formerly* 
when  Bibles  were  fcarce,  and  the  capacity  of  reading  them  was  confined 
to  a  few,  the  people  might  affemble  at  fuch  ftoncs  to  hear  the  fcriptures 
read  to  them.  Not  many  yards  N.  W.  of  the  ticker  Stones,  and  nearer 
to  the  abbey,  is  a  rifing  ground  called  the  Teind  Know ;  at  which,  tra- 
dition represents  the  ecchrfiafticks  belonging  to  the  abbey,  collecting  the 
teinds,  ox  tithes.  A  little  farther  N.  on  the  grounds  of  Den  Mill,  and  in 
full  view  of  the  manuun  houfc,  appears  the  Witch  Tree,  a  large  fpreading 

{ilane,  of  more  than  one  century,  which,  had  it  fallen  nnder  the  obferva- 
ion  of  a  late  traveller,  might  have  faved  the  county  of  Fife  from  one  «f 
his  hafty  mifreprcicntations. 
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the  ftfttiftical  accounts  of  neighbouring  pariflies :  like 
their  neighbours  they  have  meliorated  the  foil  by  their 
improvements;  and  much  thcreafed  the  annual  returns  of 
grain.  Oil  one  farm  containing  a  eonfiderable  quantity 
of  lew  ground,  adjoining  to  the  Tay,  and  fubjefted  for- 
tneriy  to  the  tides,  the  tenant,  a  young  man  of  laudable 
enterprise,  and  perfevering  induftry,  has,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  excluded  the  tides*  by  running  a  bank  of  earth  along 
the  whole  length  of  his  fields  parallel  to  the  river  ;  his 
returns  are  nearly  double.  There  are  examples  of  fimi- 
lar  exertions  and  improvements  in  the  neighbourhood  \ 
'  and  one  cannot  help  faying;  Are  not  f uch  men  entitled  to 
attention,  at  the  expiration  of  their  present  leafes  ?  The 
fabjeft  of  embanking,  to  which  this  Article  has  led,  is  * 
very  ferious  and  important  one  on  the  fides  of  the  Tay. 
The  current  of  the  river,  alas  !  gradually  wears  away 
many  acres  of  the  fineft  foil  in  tins  part  of  the  country. 
Within  the  memory  of  fame  perfbnt  living,  whole  fields 
ham  heed  walked  away,  and  thefc  depredations  have  much 
increased  fince  the  tunning  out  of  ftone  heads  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide,  for  the  purpose  of  prote&ing  the  lands  be* 
longing  to  the  eftate  of  Errol.  Hie  farms  are  28 ;  6 
confiderably  larger ;  2a  of  different  extent  and  value, 
wrought  by  about  60  ploughs :  two  horfe-plonghs  are 
moft  in  ufe.  Some  farmers  ufe  oxen  in  the  plough  : 
Moil  of  them  rear  occasionally  black  cattle,  and  draught 
horfes  for  fale. 

There  are  no  fheep-farms,  properly  fo  called,  within 
the  parifh,  though  feveral  of  the  farmers  keep  fmall 
lock*  of  &eep,  as  in  the  contiguous  pariflies,  for  paftu- 
ring  their  high  grounds^  amounting,  in  whole,  to  about 
fo  (bores.  Formerly 4  the  number  of  meep  was  much 
greater,  and  the  management  of  them  more  carefully 
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ftudied.  Were  the  grounds  fubje&ed  to  agriculture* 
properly  enclofed,  die  fanners  might  return  to  die  ptao* 
tice  of  keeping  greater  flocks,  as  many  parts  of  the  perifh 
feem  well  adapted  for  fheep-fields.  What  fpeciesfoc- 
ceeds  beft,  cannot  be  certainly  affirmed,  as  no  proper  ex» 
periments  have  hitherto  been  made.  Notwithftanding 
the  evident  and  acknowledged  improvements  and  melio* 
ration  of  the  foilr  ftrangers  coming  from  the  valley  in 
which  Cupar  ftands  on  the  E.,  or  from  Stratheara  from 
the  W.,  mud  confider  Abdie  as  m  a  ftate  of  inferior  cul- 
tivation. Allowance,  however,  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
untowardnefs  of  a  hilly  country ;  and  they  are  here  in- 
formed, that  the  farmers  have  little  accefs  to  the  quick- 
ening example  and  animating  influence  of  proprietors.  Of 
jo,  the  number  of  heritors,  only  I  refides  on  his  grounds, 
whofe  fields  have  of  late  become  highly  improved* 

Trade  in  Stows— Since  the  year  1788,  3  quarries 
have  been  opened  on  the  rifing  ground  immediately 
S.  of  the  town  of  Newburgh,  at  which  the  rock  is 
cut  into  pavement  for  the  ftreets  of  London.  From  33 
to  50  quarriers  and  cutters  are  employed  in  this  work  ; 
as  the  demand  for  the  ftones  increafes,  there  is  reafim  to 
conclude,  that  the  number  of  hands  will  be  augmented. 
The  ftones  are  {hipped  at  the  fhore  of  Newburgh,  and 
carried  to  London  chiefly  by  the  veflels  employed  in-  ike 
falmon  trade.  Already  the  returns  amount  to  between 
500L  and  600I.  Sterling. 

EccUfiqftical  S$ate9  School,  Pnr,  &c— The  parifh  ia 

at  prefent  vacant.   Earl  Mansfield  is  patron.  The  church 

is  an  old  narrow  building,  low  in  the  walls,  and  poorly 

lighted.    The  manfe  is  lately  repaired,  and  tolerably 

commodious. 
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commodious* .  The  ftipend  confifts  of  55$  bolls  bear ; 
62^ oats;  ao£  oat  meal*,  and  iol.  53.  Notwithftand- 
ing  its  near  neighbourhood  to  Anchtennuchty  and  New- 
korgh  (fee  Statiitical  Accounts  of  thefe  parishes),-  there 
ace  few  feparatifts  from  the  church,  of  Scotland  in  Abdie. 
Perhaps  obfervation  of  the  ill  consequences  arifing  from 
the  levity,  inconfiftency  and  folly  of  too  many  fik  thefe 
pariihes,  has  contributed  to  confirm  the  bulk  of  the 
people  in  their  adherence  to  the  Eftahliihed  Church,  and 
refped  for  its  minifters,— The  fchoolmaiter's  (alary  is 
4I.  iod.,  2  bolls  bear,  %  bolls  oats,  a  houfe  and  fmaH  gar* 
den.  In  fummer,  the  number  of  Scholars  is  about  30  5 
in  winter  40.  They  are  taught  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic and  Latin.*— The  ftock  for  the  poor  is  about  600I. 
Sterling ;  the  refuk  of  legacies,  colle&iftns  at  the  church 
doors  and  other  cafuakies.  The  neceffitous  are  few,  and 
Efficiently  cared  for  and  affifted* 

Cbara3*r*—PeatsMeQtCs  of  difpofition,  and  fimpHcity 
of  manners,  have  long  been  regarded  as  diftinguilhing 
features  in  the  chara&er  of  the  inhabitants.  They  who 
know  them  fpeak  warmly  of  their  kindnefs  and  civilities, 
and  praife  their  perfevermg  induitry .  More  detached  than 
otber  pariJbes*  in  which  there  are  large  villages,  or  towns, 
from  iateramrfe  with  ftrangera,  they  retain  the  modes  of 
thinking  and  a&ng  pf  their  fathers,:  If,  therefore,  they 
have  not  the  vivacity,  neither  exhibit  they  the  artful- 
*efs  of  the  prefent  times. 

Advantages  and  hif advantages. —The  proximity  of  the 
port  of  Newburgh  is  favourable  for  the  exportation,  or 
ready  £sde  of  the  grain.  Cupar,  Auchtermuchty,  and 
Nfwbuxgb,  are  markets  at  hand  for  their   cattle  and 

<^z  Ihecp. 


124  Slatiftical  Account 

flieep.  Its  various  lakes,  and  the  ftreams  ifbungfnn^ 
them,  render  Abdie  an  eligible  fituatioa  for  makfters, 
manufacturers,  bleachers.  That  it  is  well  adapted  for 
that  kind  of  machinery  that  is  moved  by  water,  appear* 
by  the  mills  at  prefent  working  in .  die  parifh :  they  arc 
meal  mills  5 ;  fulling  mills  %  7  lint  milk  a.  On  conider- 
ing  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  pepelou* 
towns  named  above,  one  may  well  be  furpfifed  that  no 
manufacturing  work  of  any  extent  has  yet  been  cftaHifc- 
ed  in  Abdie.  The  fituatieo  and  command  of  water  is 
inviting,  materials  are  at  hand,  and  labourers  would  not 
be  wanting.— Good  is  balanced  here  with  feme  evil.  From 
the  unevennefs  of  the  grounds,  many  places  are  difficult 
of  accefa;  the  roads  are  in  bad  repair)  feme  of  the 
marines  cannot  be  eafily  drained j  the  harveft  on  the 
high  grounds  is  often  late.  By  the  induitry  of  the  inha~ 
bitants,  the  examples  and  improvements  of  the  age,  and 
the  police  of  the  country,  many  of  the  difadvantagesthat 
now  prefs  upon  our  observation,  may  be  removed  at  fame 
future  period;  but  the  hills,  and  coldntfs,  and  difficulty  of 
accefs  to  many  places,  muft  remain.  And  from  die  pro- 
tenf.  ftate  of  property,  there  is  little  reafon  to  expefi,  that 
the  gentlemen,  in  whofe  hands  it  is  placed,  will  (ban  re* 
ftore,  and  return  to  the  feats  of  their  predecefiors,  to 
fpread  a  portion  of  their  wealth  over  the  barreanefs  of  the 
mountains,  and  to  gladden  the  vallies  with  their  preface* 
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PARISH  o*  FIRTH  ano  STENNESSy 


(Countt  akd  Stnob  of  Orrnet,  Presbytery  of 

Cairston.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Malcolm. 


Extent,  Surface,  Sta-Coqft,  Keipf  &c. 

THESE  united  pariihes  are  fituated  In  die  *  mainland 
of  Orkney,  having  Kfrkwall  on  the  E.,  Orphir 
on  the  S,  Stromnefs  and  Sandwich  on  the  W.,  Harra 
and  Rendal  on  theN.  The  extreme  length  is  about  9  miles ; 
the  breadth  various.  The  face  of  the  pariihes,  in  ge- 
neral, is  not  very  agreeable,,  owing  to  the  many  moors 
and  Hilly  ridges  covered  with  heath  and  peat  mofs  to  the 
f ummit.  Some  particular  places,  however,  of  both  pa- 
rilhes,  are  pretty  agreeable,  particularly  about  the  Kirfc 
of  Stennefs,  and  other  places  along  the  loch  of  that  name. 
The  whole  extent  of  coaft,  in  both  pariihes,  including  the 

final! 
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f mall  iflands  of  Damfay,  and  the  Holm  of  Grimbifter  in 
.the  bay  of  Firth,  is  about  xo  miles.  The  (bores  are  low 
and  flat,  which  facilitates  the  labour,  and  leflens  the  ex- 
penfe  of  making  kelp.  The  tangle,  or  fea-weed,  is  cut  in 
fome  places  every  other  year,  but  more  generally  every 
third  year,  for  that  purpofe  :  there  being  no  tide-way 
about  thefe  (bores,  the  £ea-^e?d  grows  more  (lowly  thm 
in  many  other  places.  The  quantity  of  kelp  made  an- 
nually, is,  at  an  average,  about  80  tons  ;  the  expenfe  of 
making  it,  about  il.  6s.  the  ton*  (reckoning  24  cwt.  to 
the  ton).  Where  the  (bores  are  .deeper,  and  the  labour 
greater,  the  expenfe  is  pxopor^ionably  fo. 

Soil,  Mode  of  Hufbandrv^  Sisse  of  Farms f  &c. — The 
foil  is  various,  in  moft  places  fhaflow,  upon  a  tilly  bot- 
tom, or  on  rotten  rock.  In  the  inland  part  of  thofe  pa* 
rifhes,  the  foil  is  pretty  deep,  and  rather  of  a  mofly  na- 
ture. The  beft  land  is  near  the  fea  on  flat  points,  where 
the  foil  is  loamy.  Oats  and  bear,  both  of  a  poor  quali- 
ty, are  the  only  fpecies  pi  grain  raifed.  The  arable  lan<J 
is  always  in  tillage ;  under  the  alternate  crops  of  thefe, 
or  where  manure  can  be  got  in  greater  quantity,  the  ro- 
tation is  two  crops  of  bear  and  one  of  oats.  With  a 
or  3  exceptions,  the  fide  plough  only,  with  one  (lit,  is 
ufed.  In  a  rich  tender  foil,  it  anfwers  extremely  well 
for  giving  the  laft  ploughing  for  the  bear  crop ;  but 
where  the  ground  is  flrong  or  ftony,  it  feems  very  im- 
proper, efpecially  in  oatland.  The  returns,  in  middling 
foil,  and  ordinary  feafoni,  are  fuppofed  to  be  3  of  oats? 
and  between  4  and  5  of  bear.  In  general,  the  pat  crop 
turns  to  poor  account.  In  a  favourable  feafon,  the  bear 
crop  is  better  than  might  be  expefted,  from  the  date  of 
hufbandry  above  defcribed.    Potatoes  are  raifed  by  each 

family- 


OfTtrtb  and  Stenmfs.  \2f 

fatonly  for  its  ow»  eorifumption.  They  are  generally  fet  af- 
ter the  plough,  bat  hand-hoed.  The  little  time  that  can  be 
fpared  from  other  work,  canfesa  fmalkr  quantity  to.be  cul- 
tivated than  would  be,  were  horfe-boeing  ufiderftood. 

There  being  no  limeftone  here,  or  in  the  vicinity,  and 
very  little  fea-ware  got  for  manure,  and  even  that  of  the 
worft  kind;  the  common  manure  is  the  dung  of  the 
cattle,  mixed  with  aihes  and  dry  feal  in  the  byres,  wbipfc 
is  carried  to  the  dunghill,  and  laid  in  alternate  rows  with 
mofly  turf.  To  increafe  the  quantity  of  aihes,  turf  pa* 
red  from  the  moors,  where  there  is  fome  mixture  of.  peat 
mob  with  grit  or  play,  is  burnt  for  fuel  in  the  houfes*" 
with  a  few  peats.  *  Marl  of  different  kinds  is  found  in 
both  pariihes,  but  little  of  it  ufed  for  manure,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  taking  it  up  in  rainy  fcafens,  and  perhaps 
ftill  more  fo  to  the  little  time  many  of  the  people  can 
fpare  from  workiqg,  and  leading  their  matters  peats,  and 
partly  to  their  ignorance  of  its  value  as  a  manure.  Very 
few  of  the  farms  exceed  12  or  13  acres  of  arable 
land.  A  farm  of  x6  or  18  acres  is  confidered  as  a  great 
one ;  and  many  of  them  are  from  8  to  5.  The  rents  va- 
ry considerably,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  the 
opportunity -of  rearing  cattle,  making  butter,  and  other 
local  circumftances.  In  x  or  3  inftances,  the  rent  is  near- 
ly ios.  the  acre ;  but,  in  general,  even  good  land  does 
not  exceed  ics.  or  12s.,  and  in  many  places  is  far  below 
that  rent  f. 

Labouring 

•  ta  digging  up  marl  in  Stennek,  (lags  horns  aud  banes  are  fometimes 
found-  An  in&ance  of  this  occurred  iaft  Cummer,  and  another  about  4 
years  zgo. 

f  Wages,  Pricey  6tc— A  man  £ervant's  wages,  in  money  and  peraui* 
foes,  are  about  3L  a  year;  a  fervant  girl's  abuut  it.  with  a  farmer.  For 
7  years  pad,  oat-meal  has  fold  from  is.  3d.  to  w.  the  ftone;  malt  and 
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LJbtenmg  Cattle,  Sheep,  dsc— Horfes  only  are  uM 
for  the  plough.  Thefe  differ  in  fine  Mil  rahie  with  the 
fixe  ef  the  firai,  end  the  curevmftances  of  die  farm- 
ers. The  higjicft  priced  feH,  at  prcfent,  from  8L  to  9L; 
die  finaller  from  3I.  ios.  to  4I.  ios.,  when  young.  A 
greet  proportion  of  the  horfes  is  brought  from  Strath** 
naver,  when  rifing  a  years  old,  and  ibid  at  high  prices. 
Many  of  die  heft  are  again  Md  when  4  or  5  years  eld, 
to  the  Gaithnefs  people,  at  the  Lammas  market.  Moft 
ef  the  farmers  in  Steancfs,  and  a  few  in  Firth,  keep  each 
*  cert  ox  for  carrying  out  the  manure.  Thefe  oxen  fell 
from  si*  10s.  to  3I.  Sheep  are  far  from  being  numerous, 
and  probably  not  a  tenth  part  of  what  they  were  30  years 
ago ;  nor  a  twentieth  of  what,  with  proper  care  and  ma- 
nagement, might  be  kept  in  the  exteofive  ranges  of  halb 
dividing  thefe  from  the  neighbonring  pariihes.  Consider- 
ing the  prefent  management,  it  is  only  farprifing,  that 
die  breed  is  not  utterly  exterminated.  They  are  never 
herded,  and  feldom  looked  after,  except  for  Ihearing,  for 
marking  the  lambs,  or  for  the  butcher,  when  they  are 
hunted  down  by  dogs,  and  often  fadly  torn.  In  the  winter 
feafen,  many  of  them  are  carried  off  by  the  fee*  or  high 
tides,  from  the  fcerries,  to  which  they  refort  to  feed  ost 
fee-weed.  The  ewes  very  frequently  produce  twins, 
but  a  great  proportion  of  the  lambs  is  devoured  by 
dogs,  rarens  and  eagles.    After  the  bear  feed  is  kid 

down, 

Jkear-meal  from  its.  to  16s.  the  meil,  (tif  Aone) ;  cows  from  zl.  zos.  to 
sL  10s. ;  fheep  from  4s.  to  5$.;  fwine  from  5s.  to  ©Y ;  geefe  I*  ;  hens  4A. ; 
hotter  from  58.  to  6"d.  the  mark,  (i{d.  lb.  Englifti) ;  eggs  ifd.  the  dozen  ;■ 
hay  and  ftraw  from  6&.  to  8d.  the  horfe  load ;  potatoes  3a.  the  meil  The 
vicinity  of  Kirkwall  and  Stennefs  gives  a  ready  market  for  every  article 
the  farmers  have  to  difpofe  of.  At  the  latter  place,  thofe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood often  get  far  higher  prices  than  the  above,  when  there  is  much' 
Supping  in  its  b  arbour. 
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tiown,  the  fheep  are  driven  from  the  fhores  to  the  hills? 
the  hill-dikes  (as  they  are  called),  are  flightly  repaired ; 
hut  thefe  earthen  fences  are  feldom  fit  to  keep  out  hcpfes 
and  cattle,  and  far  lefs  thefe  wild  flieep.  Every  perfon 
is,  by  confequence,  obliged  to  fet  the  dogs  on  them  when 
they  approach  his  farm :  And  as,  perhaps,  more  than  5 
out  of  6  of  the  farmers  have  no  flieep  of  their  own,  it 
may  be  eafily  imagined,  that  the  dogs  are  often  allowed 
to  tear  them  to  pieces. 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
population  in  1755,  was  1108.  The  number  of  fouls  in 
both  parifhes,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1793,  was  as 
under; 


Number  of  fouls, 

Xl86 

20  to  30 

- 

185 

Males/ 

- 

580 

30  to  40 

- 

170 

Females, 

- 

606 

40  to  50, 

- 

tiff 

Under  xo 

m 

369 

50  to  60, 

- 

79 

xo  to  10, 

- 

212 

Above  60 

- 

SS 

Manners  and  Condition  of  the  People— -The  people,  in 
general,  are  induftrious,  when  not  depreffed  by  poverty, 
and  overburdened  with  fervices.     Few  of  them  can  be 
called  rich  ;  but  a  very  confiderable  proportion  of  them 
are  tolerably  comfortable  in  their  circumftances.     With 
fo  fmall  farms,  fuch  as  have  numerous  families  muft  be 
poor.    When  the  crop  fails,  or  turns  out  but  indiffcrent- 
lj#  feveralof  them  are  greatly  ftraitened.    Of  5  inftances, 
where  twin  children  have  been  born  within  thefe  7  years,  3 
of  them  were  among  the  very  pooreft  people,  and  who  re- 
quired parochial  collections  to  affift  them  in  getting  them 
nurfcd.      In  the  winter  feafon,  the  prcfent  circumftances 
Vox..  XiV.  R  of 
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of  the  country  afford  the  people  here  lefs  opportunity  for 
exerting  their  induftry  than  could  be  wifhed,  for  their 
goody  in  every  refpeft.  In  refpeft  of  morals,  the  people 
are  pretty  much  on  a  level  with  their  neighbours.  As 
to  religion,  they  are  all  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  and 
happily  ignorant  of  the  controverfies  on  fpeculativc 
points,  and  of  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  feveral  fe&sf 
whofc  zeal  for  their  own  credenda,  have  occasioned  fo 
much  unchriflian  ^nimofity  in  other  countries.  Some 
years  ago,  fevieral  very  decent  people  of  the  Quakers  came 
to  this  country,  and  the  pariftiioners  here  attended  them 
with  pleafure,  as  they  afked  nothing  from  them.  But 
afterward,  coming  to  the  knowledge,  that  the  Quakers, 
obferve  not  the  facraments,  they  were  greatly  amazedt 
and  anxious  to  know  if  they  were  Christians  *. 

The  Poor. — There  are,  at  prefent,  very  few  begging 
poor  in  thefe  parifhes,  feveral  of  them  having  died  late- 
ly. There  is  no  fund  for  their  fupport,  except  the  col- 
lections at  church,  and  thefe  are  exceedingly  trifling. 
Thofe  whofe  circumftances  permit  it,  are  charitable,  not 
only  to  the  begging  poor,  but  to  families  in  diftreffed  cir- 
cumftances, and  efpecially  to  fuch  as  are  confined  by 
ficknefs 

D  if  advantages  and  Hindrances  to  Improvements.—* 
Thefe  are  owing  partly  to  peculiar  local  circumftances, 
and  partly  to  the  habits  of  the  people.  It  would  natu- 
rally occur  to  a  perfon,  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 

fafts 

*  The  parifhioners  aflfembled  at  the  kirk  of  Firth  to  hear  the  Quakers  - 
who,  not  beginning  their  worfhip  or  exhortations  immediately,  were  en- 
treated by  an  old  man  to  make  hade,  if  they  were  to  fay  any  thing,  as  the 
day  w  as  flierf,  ?ynd  feveral  of  the  people  had  far  to  return  home. 
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rafts  and  circumftances,  to  afcribe  them  to  the  fmallnefs 
of  the  farms,  and  to  the  fhort  leafes  ufually  granted  by 
the  landlords.  This,  however,  would  be  a  rafti,  perhaps 
an  erroneous  decifion.  The  want  of  flock  at  fetting  up  a 
farm,  or  being  obliged  to  fell  off  cattle  for  payment  of 
rent,  difqualifies  a  man  from  doing  juftice  to  his  land  ; 
and  one  with  5  or  6  acres  of  land,  has  frequently  a  bet- 
ter corn-yard  than  another  in  the  fame  field  with  8  or  9 
acres.  That  the  longeft  leafes  in  the  prefent  circumftan- 
ces of  the  country,  would  be  of  little  confequence,  with 
regard  to  improvements,  may  be  admitted,  in  a  place 
where  proprietors  of  farms,  and  which  have  been  in  their 
families  for  feveral  generations,  obferve  the  fame  mode 
of  hufbandryj  and  are  neither  better  lodged,  clothed,  and 
fed,  than  the  tenants  in  the  neighbourhood.  Their  feu- 
duties,  to  be  fure,  are  heavy.  Their  farms,  perhaps, 
have  been  feucd  at  the  adlual  rent,  when  the  feus  were 
granted.  But  the  rents  of  neighbouring  farms  have,  in 
fome  inftances,  been  doubled  ;  and  yet  the  tenants  live 
as  well  as  the  generality  of  thefe  petty  proprietors.  Good 
grafs  is  much  wanted.  All  the  cattle,  except  the  milch- 
cows,  are  turned  out  to  the  hills  and  moors,  where 
they  make  a  drift  to  preferve  life,  but  are  ftinted  in  their 
growth  ;  and  the  queys  are  often  5  or  6  years  old  before 
they  have  a  calf.  But  there  can  be  no  grafs  fown  where 
there  are  neither  enclofures  nor  proper  herding  ;  and  to 
leave  land  out  of  tillage,  which  has  been  in  conftant  tillage 
forages,  produces  only  weeds.  Befides  the  numbers  of  fmall 
fwine  that  run  at  large  from  the  time  the  corns  are  taken 
in  till  the  bear-feed  for  the  enfuing  crop  be  fown,  root 
up  every  grafs  that  might  grow. 

Ploughing  after  harveft  is  very  unufual.     Small  as  the 
farms  are,  this  occalions  a  throng  of  work  in  the  fpring. 

R  2  Should 
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Should  any  man  be  8  or  10  days  behind  his  neighbours* 
he  will  have  woe  enough  in  harveft.  How  foon  the  oats 
are  cut  down,  they  are  hurried  into  the  yard.  All  the 
cattle  are  left  to  their  liberty ;  and  he  whofe  corns  are 
unripe,  muft  cut  them  down,  or  expeft  to  have  them  de- 
jftroyed.  By  the  middle  of  Oflober,  hunger  and  cold 
force  home  the  half  ftarved  cattle  from  the  hills ;  the 
hill-dikes  are  too  weak  to  keep  them  out ;  and  it  i& 
equally  impracticable  to  poind  thefe  invaders,  as  to  pre- 
vent their  incurfions.  They  muft  be  hunted  with  dojp 
to  the  mountains,  perhaps  after  a  dozen  of  them  have 
run  through  fields  of  {landing  corn.  The  hopes  of  any 
improvement,  or  better  management,  are  very  re- 
mote. The  great  number  of  heritors  concerned  in  one 
piece  of  land,  will  be  found  a  great  bar  to  improvements, 
whenever  they  ihall  be  attempted.  Inr  one  town  of  land* 
as  it  is  called,  confiding  of  about  60  acres,  and  with  8 
farm-houfes,  befides  cottagers  houfes,  11  heritors  have  an 
ante  reft.  A  very  few  farmers  derive  fome  confiderable 
profit,  by  felling  peats  to  the  towns  of  Kirkwall  and 
Stromnefs  :  Others  are  obliged  to  fpend  moft  of  the  fum- 
mer  in  cutting,  winnowing,  and  leading  peats  to  their  land- 
lords. But  even  thofe  who  are  not  bound  to  fuch  fer- 
vices,  and  who  are  not  advantageoufly  fituated  for  pro- 
fiting by  this  article,  often  fpend  the  belt  part  of  the  fum- 
mer,  about  what  fetches  them  a  fmall  trifle  of  money  i 
when,  in  all  probability,  the  fame  time  employed  in  dig- 
ging and  leading  marl  for  their  land  would  give  them 
vaftly  more  profit,  though  not  fo  immediate.  But  the 
farm  is  negle&ed  for  a  cow's  hide,  and  a  few  (hillings,, 
or  a  few  ftone  weight  of  meal,  to  help  to  maintain  them, 
while  employed  in  the  peat  mofs.  The  principal  heritor 
raStennefs  does  not  refide  in  the  country,     hjs  tenants 

pay 
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pay  a  money  rent,  and  either  the  peats  they  were  in  the 
ufe  of  putting  into  their  mailer's  hands,  or  the  price  o£ 
them,  at  their  own  option.  They  complain  of  the  hin- 
drance to  their  farming,  and  the  injury  to  their  horfes  in 
poor  pafture,  and  bad  roads,  in  cafe  of  rainy  weather  % 
and  yet  they  choofe  to  pay  the  peats.  Some  of  the  people 
in  Firth  declare  they  make  no  profit  by  this  article,  and 
yet  go  on  in  the  ufual  way,  left  their  neighbours  mould 
account  them  thriftlefs. 

Many  of  the  young  people  of  each  fex,  with  cottagers, 
tailors  and  Shoemakers,  who  are  unemployed  in  fummer 
in  their  handicrafts,  are  all  employed  in  kelp-making. 
It  is  fcarcely  poffible  for  a  farmer  to  keep  a  man  fervant, . 
or  even  a  boy,  without  allowing  him  a  month  or  two  oF 
the  fummer  to  go  to  the  kelp ;  at  which  work,  in  at  dry 
feafon,  they  make  far  better  wages  than  the  farmers  can 
afford. 

Nothing,  however,  contributes  fo  much  to  the  hurt  of 
this  place,  as  the  refort  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's 
mips  to  Stromnefe,  and  their  engaging  lads  from  this  coun- 
try. A  few  lads  returning  with  fome  money,  make  ex- 
cellent recruits  for  the  Company's  fervke  ;  and  the  re- 
port of  a  war  makes  great  numbers  folich  to  go  out  te 
their  fettlements.  The  farmers  fervants  and  fons  leave 
them,  to  fpend  the  prime  of  life  in  cold  and  drudgery  in 
the  N.  W. ;  from  whence  fuch  of  them  as  are  not  inca- 
pacitated by  difeafes  contra&ed  there,  return  to  be  farm- 
ers, their  fkill  in  that  line  not  improved  by  their  abfence, 
and  their  habits  frequently  not  calculated  to  make  themfuc- 
cefsful.  Young  men,  who  have  learned  any  of  the  trades 
needed  there,  have  good  wages,  and  often  come  home  with 
confiderable  fums  of  money.  But  even  they  generally  fet 
op  for  fanners  on  their  return ;  and  in  a  few  years,  are 

commonly 
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commonly  reduced  to  mean  circumftances.  Young  lads^ 
however,  who  have  married  before  they  have  any  flock, 
or  can  get  (mall  farms  (as  often  happens),  by  going  in* 
to  the  Company's  fervice,  are  able  to  remit  a  trifle  to 
their  families  \  and  when  a  man  and  his  wife  cannot  live 
in  peace  together,  the  parties  and  the  parifh  are  relieved 
from  fuch  difquiets,  by  the  hufband's  retreat  to  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Settlements  *. 

Curiofities  and  Antiquities.— An  the  parilh  of  Stennefs 
are  feveral  large  creel  (tones,  fome  (landing  fingle,  and 
others  in  confiderable  number,  and  regular  figures.  The 
greateft  number  is  in  a  circular  form,  Surrounded  with 
a  pretty  wide  and  deep  ditch,  of  confiderable  circumfe- 
rence. Many  of  the  ftones  there  are  broken  and  fallen 
down :  Their  fize  is  not  large.  The  largeft  (land  be- 
tween the  kirk  of  Stennefs  and  a  caufeway  over  a  narrow 
and  (hallow  place  of  the  loch  of  Stennefs.  Four  of  thefe 
form  a  Segment  of  a  circle  ;  and  it  is  probable  there  has 
been  a  complete  Semicircle,  as  Some  ftones  broken  down 
Seem  to  have  ftood  in  the  Same  line.  The  higheft  of 
thoSe  now  (landing  is  about  18  Seet  above  the  level  of  the 
ground.  At  a  little  diftance  from  thefe,  is  a  (lone  with 
a  hole  of  an  oval  form  in  it,  large  enough  to  admit  a  man's 

head 

*  The  want  of  flax  is  alfo  a  great  diftdvantagc  to  this  place.  Were  it 
cultivated,  and  the  flieep  properly  taken  care  of,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt, 
but  the  circumftances  of  the  people  would  be  greatly  meliorated.  At  pre* 
fent,  both  wool  and  flax  muft  be  bought  at  very  high  prices.  A  lint* 
mill  would  be  very  ufeful,  and  a  great  encouragement  to  the  railing  of 
flax,  were  any  confiderable  proprietor  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  this 
ufeful  article.  But  much  good  might  be  done  by  perfuading  a  few  of  the 
nioft  fenfible  farmers  to  fow  fome  flax-feed.  The  trifling  expenfe  of  pur- 
chafing  a  little  feed,  and  a  hand  brake,  would  operate  as  a  premium.  By 
this  practice*  another  advantage  might  be  expefted,  viz.  additional  work 
for  the  winter  feafon,  which  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  morals,  w$ 
well  as  the  imcrcft  of  the  people. 
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bead ;  from  which  hole  to  the  outfide  of  the  (tone,  on 
one  fide,  it  is  (lender,  and  has  the  appearance  of  being 
worn  with  a  chain. 

Clofe  by  the  above  mentioned  circle  of  Hones,  are  fe- 
veral  tumuli,  evidently  artificial,  fome  of  them  raifed 
pretty  high,  of  a  conical  form,  and  fomewhat  hollow 
upon  the  top.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  femicircu- 
lar  range  of  (tones,  is  another  beautiful  tumulus,  confi- 
derably  larger  than  the  former,  around  which  has  been 
a  large  ditch.  This  lad  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Mefow,  or  *  M  efe-how. 

Guthrie  mentions  fome  Roman  fibulas  to  have  been, 
found  in  Stennefs. 

Memorable  Events  .—In  the  neighbourhood  of  Gar-* 
jnifton,  in  the  parifh  of  Stennefs,  in  the  fide  of  a  peat- 
xnofs,  are  feveral  heaps  of  earth,  faid  to  be  the  graves 
of  thofe  who  fell  in  a  (kirmifh,  at  what  is  called  the 
Battle  of  Summerfdale,  or  Bigfwell.    The  following  is 
reported  to  have  been  the  occafion  of  this  action-     Up- 
on the  1 8th  of  May  1529,  in  the  reign  of  James  V.  John 
Earl  of  Caithnefs,  pretending  fome  right  to  Orkney, 
came  over  with  troops  to  feize  it,  landed  at  Howton,  and 
proceeded  to  Summerfdale  in  Stennefs,  where  they  were 
beat  back  by  the  Orkney  and  Shetland  people  into  a  place 
called  the  Mofs  of  Bigfvvald,  where  the  Earl  and  mod  of 
the  people  were  killed,  and  the  reft  taken  prifoncrs.  Num- 
bers of  their  bones,  and  part  of  their  clothing  have  been 
dug  up,  which  was  black  when  firfl  got,  but  foon  fell  in- 

1  to 


•  In  this  country,  how  is  of  the  fame  import  with  knoll,  or  know,  in 
other  parts  of  Scotland,  and  U  applied  to  elevated  hillocks,  whether  ar- 
tificial or  ^natural. 
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to  dull.  The  Orkneymen  were  commanded  by  a  Sir  James 
Sinclair,  natural  fon  to  Robert  Earl  of  Orkney  f. 

MifceU&ncous  Ol>ftrvations.~ThcTe  are  4  trjfts  in  the 
year  for  horfes  and  cattle,  to  the  great  convenience  of 

this 

f  It  is  faid,  that  the  Earl  of  Caithnefs  and  Lord  Sinclair  were  killed  at 
that  uurmtfh ;  and  that  a  ftone  is  yet  to  be  feen,  upon  a  green  fpot  in 
Garmiiton,  near  Bigfwald,  which  was  placed  over  the  grave  either  of 
the  one  or  of  the  other.  Wallace,  in  his  account  of  the  Orkneys,  fays, 
**  The  Earl  of  Caithnefs  and  the  Lord  Sinclair,  came  with  a  great  army  by 
fea.  into  Orkney,  to  have  taken  pofleffion  of  it,  at  of  a  country  to  which  they 
pretended  fome  right ;  but  the  people  of  the  country,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  James  Sinclair  (natural  fon  to  Robert  Sinclair,  the  laft  Earl  of  Ork- 
ney of  that  firname),  encountered  the  Earl  with  fuch  courage,  at  a  place 
<callcd  Smnmerfdale,  that  his  whole  army  was  wholly  difcomfited ;  the 
Xarl  himfelf,  with  500  of  his  men  being  killed ;  and  the  Lord  Sinclair, 
with  all  the  reft,  taken  prifoncrs."  Wallace  adds, "  poor  Sinclair  their 
leader,  drowned  himfelf  afterwards." 

-  The  following  refpite,  in  favour  of  Edward  Sinclair,  and  others,  for  the 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Caithnefs,  found  in  a  gentleman's  papers  in  Shet- 
land, is  a  fufficient  proof  of  this  fa&    x 

James,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  «f  Scottis,  fitc.  Wit  ae  we  of  oure 
fpec'ale  grace,  to  have  refpitt,  fuperfcdit  and  delayit,  and  be  yir  or.  let- 
teris  in  ye  law,  and  be  ye  law  fpe*alie  refpittis,  fupercedis,  and  delays  Ed- 
waid  Sinclair  of  Strome,  Magnus  Sinclair  of  Werfetter,  Johnn!  Sinclair  of 
Tollap,  William  Sinclair  of  Houfe,  Olive  Sinclair  of  Helura,  and  gene, 
rally  all  and  fundry  uyeris  perfoninis  kynenunen,  freyndis,  affifar 

ris,  adherentis,  partakouris  and  complices  «w*  ye  faid  Edward,  and  per. 
fones  above  written,  dwelland  wt  in  y«  yies  of  Orkney  and  Zea- 
land, being  wt  yame  in  cmmpany  at  ye  comitting  of  any  crymes,  and 
art  and  part  with  yame  yr  intill  in  any  tyrae  bygane  befor  ye  day  of  ye  dait 
of  yir  pr^,  fort  art  and  part  of  ye  convocation  and  gadering  of  our  leiges, 
in  arrayit  battle  agains  umqll  Johnni  Erie  of  Caithnefs,  and  for  art  and 
part  of  ye  flauchter  of  the  faid  Erie,  and  his  freyndis,  ,  and  part*, 

kours  being  wt  yame  in  company  at  yt  tyrae,  and  for  all  uyeris  flauchte- 
ris,  mutilatiouns,  oppreffiouns,  retffis,  for  thot  fellonies,  treflbnis,  crymes, 
tranfgreffiouus  and  offenfis  quhatfumever  comittit  and  done  be  yame  or 
any  of  yame,  or  in  any  uy*r  part,  or  place  wtin  or  realm,  in  ony  times 

bygane 
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this  fide  of  the  country,  held  in  the  parifli  of  Firth.  There 
is  likewife  a  Sate  quarry,  but  not  much  wrought  at  pre* 
fent,  and  excellent  flag,  very  ferviceaWe  to  thefe,  and 
part  of  the  neighbouring  pari&es,  for  roofing  their  houfes. 
They  are  laid  on  loofe,  covered  with  a  little  thatcl*,  and 
the  whole  kept  tight  by  heath  ropes.  A  road  from 
Kirkwall  to  Stromnefs,  runs  through  thefe  parifheg ; 
which,  though  repaired  every  other  fummer,  where  moft 
needful,  is,  notwithftanding,  very  bad  in  winter.  There 
are  two  burns  croffing  this  road,  which  (land  greatly  in 
need  of  bridges  :  The  other  burns  croffing  it  have  bridges 
of  ftrong  planks  of  wood,  properly  feed  together.  There 
is  a  bridge  at  the  ftrait,  which  joins  the  loch  of  Stennefs 
with  the  fea,  of  large  and  ftrong  logs  of  wood  laid  acrofk 
the  openings  between  the  ftone  pillars.  It  has  never  been 
properly  finiflied  $  and,  haying  no  railing  at  the  fides, 
young  children  and  weakly  people  run  no  fmall  rift:  of 
being  blown  over,  s^nd  drowned.  For  a  miles  above  this 
bridge,  to  a  ftrait  where  there  is  a  caufeway,  the  loch  is 
brackifh*  It  extends  up  the  country  nearly  5  miles  far- 
ther, is  of  confiderable,  though  various  breadth  and 
depth,  and  abounds  with  trout  and  eel.  Swans  frequent 
this  loch,  and  the  Bay  of  Firth,  in  the  winter  feafon.  In 
this  bay,  excellent  oifters,  and  of  a  large  fize,  are  found 
in  tolerable  plenty;  they  are  fold  at  is.  the  hundred. 
Owing  to  the  di(tance  from  the  open  fea,  and  the  avoca- 
Vol.  XIV.  S  tion* 


bygane  before  y*  day  of  y«  dait  hereof.  Trefoun  in  or  own  proper  perfone 
alleaarlie,  exceptit  for  y*  fpace  of  nyntine  yeres  next  to  cum,  efter  y«  dty 
of  j*  dait  of  yir  prtte,  to  indure  butony  rerocatioun,  •bftaclc,  impedi- 
ment, or  again  calling  qohatfamever,  fttc. 

Marked  thus  on  ibt  fori.— One  nynetene  yeris  refpitt  to  Edward  San- 
der, and  his  accomplices,  for  y*  flauchter  of  y«  Erie  of  Cathaefs,  flee. 
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tion*  of  die  people,  unavoidable  in  the  Cummer  months^ 
fcarcely  any  fifh  are  caughf .  In  the  mopth  of  Novem? 
ber,  fome  fillocks,  or  young  cple  fiih,  are  got ;  and  thi? 
is  all  the  benefit,  in  thefiflung  way,  derived  from  our  fi- 
tuition  on  the  fea  coaft. 

Renty  Stipend^  &c.— It  is  difficult,  on  account  of  the 
numerous  fervices,  to  afcertain  the  real  rent  with  accu- 
racy. It  may  be  between  500I.  and  600L  Sterling. — The 
manfe  is  about  50  years  old,  and  has  lately  been  repair, 
ed.  The  ftipend  is  worth  about  60L  at  an  average,  ex- 
clufiye  of  the  glebes. 


NUMBER 


Of  Kthinian.  139 


NUMBER     X. 


PARISH   ofr   KILNINIAN. 


(CotfNTT  AND  SrNOD   OF  ARGYLL,  PrESBTTERT  AND 

Island  of  Moll.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Archibald  M 'Arthur. 


Name,  Situation,  und  Extent. 

THIS  parilh,  though  of  large  extent,  does  not  furniih 
much  matter  for  a  ftatiftical  account.  It  feems  to 
have  got  its  name  from  fdme  reputed  faint,  called  Ninian9 
of  whom  there  id  now  no  tradition  remaining  in  the  place. 
The  form  is  a  broad  peninfula,  Ijring  N.  W.  from  the 
ifthmus,  where  the  large  iflaad  of  Mull  is  almoft  cut  into 
2  nearly  equal  parts,  by  a  deep  bay  from  the  Atlantic, 
called  LochriankeU,  or  Lochnarigaul,  which  penetrates 
into  the  country  fo  far,  as  to  be  fcarce  3  miles  diftant 
from  the  E.  coaft  of  the  ifland  at  Aros  Bay,  on  the  Sound 
of  Mull.  In  the  mouth  of  Lochnankell  lie  die  Iflands  of 
Ulva,  Gometta,  Little  Ooknfay  and  Stafia,  all  of  which 
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are  inhabited,  and  belong  to  this  parifli,  together  With  a 
clufter  of  fmall  uninhabited  iflands,  called  thelfles  of  Treif- 
nifli.  Exclufive  of  all  thefeiflands,  excepting  tJlva  and  Go* 
%ietra,  this  parifli  is  computed  to  be  I  %  miles  long,  and  xa 
miles  broad,  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  the  fea,  excepting 
at  the  ifthmus  already  mentioned,  which,  together  with 
Lochnankell,  divides  this  from  the  pariihes  of  Torafay 
and  Kilfinichin  on  the  S.  To  the  W.  of  Kilninian  are 
the  iflands  Tiree  and  Coll ;  the  former  at  the  diftanoe^of 
about  6  or  7  leagues,  the  latter  about  3  leagues  from 
land  td  land.  At  a  much  greater  diftaace  to  the  N«  are 
feen  the  ifles  of  Canna,  Rum,  Egg  and  Muck ;  and  near- 
er hand,  is  the  point,  or  head  land  of  Ardnamurchan,  be- 
ing the  W.  extremity  of  the  main  land  of  Scotland.  To 
the  E.  the  Sound  of  Mull  divides  this  parifli  from  that 
of  Morven.  In  the  county  cefs-book»  the  valued  extent 
of  the  parifli  of  Kilninian  amounts  to  138  merks  land,  of 
which  only  65  have  been  furveyed,  and  found  equal  to 
15,644  acres  :  So  that  the  whole  parifli  cannot  be  much 
below  55,000  acres  of  ground* 

Surface^  Sail,  and  ^jfwW^ifr^.--The  general  appetrancc 
of  the  land  is  hilly,  and  thefe  hills  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
covered  With  heath  ;  but  there  are  no  mountains  of  re- 
markable height.  What  is  called  arable  land,  lies,  for 
ike  moft  part,  near  the  more.  The  more  inland  parts  are 
tolerable  goodpafture,  intermixed  with  a  large  propor* 
tton  of  mods  and  barren  heath.  The  foil,  in  general,  is 
but  barren,  being  a  flight  reddiih  earth,  or  a  mixture  of 
mcrfa,  with  little  depth,  and  mmdi  under  water.  Tho 
{pots  tvhich  deferve  a  more  favourable  description,  are 
hi  proportion,  teto  smd  fitadl.  The  ftate  of  agriculture 
is  very  backward,  owing  chiefly  to  the  iUgged  face  of  the 
ground,  and  forbidding  nature  of  the  climate.    Very  fcv* 

carts, 
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tarts,  or  eveh  fledges,  are  ufed.  Some  gentlemen  have* 
begun  to  ufe  the  two-horfe  plough,  but  hitherto  rarely 
without  a  goad's  man.  The  common  crop  is  a  rery  in- 
ferior kind  of  oats,  which  the  inhabitants  call  fmall  oats. 
They  begin  fowing  them  about  the  aoth  of  March  j  and  it 
is  the  beginning  of  Qftober,  and  fometimes  later,  before 
they  are  ripe.  The  common  return  is  3  feeds  ;  of  which 
1  bolls  go  to  make  one  of  meal.  Barley  is  {own  about  the 
end  of  April,  and  is  ripe  about  the  middle  or  epd  of  Au- 
guft.  It  returns  from  6  to  10  feeds ;  and  when  fown  in 
old  ground,  manured  with  lea- ware,  and  laboured  with 
the  fpade,  it  produces  fometimes  16  fold.  Potatoes  are, 
for  the  aaoft  part,  planted  ia  beds  by  the  fpade,  and  make 
the  chief  fubfifteuce  of  the  poorer  fort,  for  3  quarters,  or 
10  months  of  the  year.  The  returns  are  various,  accord- 
ing to  the  manure  and  labour  expended  on  them  $  but 
that  they  are  far  fliort  of  the  returns  from  this  root*  in 
other  parts  of  Scotland,  is  evident  from  this  circumftance, 
that  fame  families*  in  this  country,  find  it  neceflary  to 
plant  from  30  to  40  barrels  of  them  yearly,  for  their 
own  coofumption.  Till  the  late  aft,  obliging  diftillers- 
of  fpirits  to  take  out  a  Ueeufe,  the  manuf afturing  of 
barky  into  whifky,  was  by  much  too  common  a  prac- 
tice in  this  country ;  but  the  number  of  {tills  have,  fince 
that  period,  been  greatly  diouniihed,  much  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  country,  and,  it  is  thought,  without  any  lob 
to  the  revenue. 

CUmaU%  fee— The  climate*  of  this  ifland  is  very  rainy; 
•ad,  according  to  the  general  perfuafioa,  it  has  become 
mock  more  fo  of  late  years,  than  formerly.  Severe  galea 
of  wind,  from  the  W.  and  N.  W.  are  frequent.  Our 
winters  are,  for  the  moft  part,  much  more  temperate  and 

mild, 
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fhild  than  in  the  inland  parts  of  Scotland.  The  ground 
is  feldom  wholly  covered  with  (how;  nor  are  the  frofts 
of  any  long  continuance  j  but  our  fummers  are  often  xa 
be  complained  of,  as  too  rainy  and  cold,  and  of  fhort  Con- 
tiuuanee.  Yet  the  climate,  upon  the  whole,  is  not  unfa* 
vourabk  to  health  ;  many  perfons  Kve  to  the  age  of  be- 
tween 80  and  96,  and  a  few  have  exceeded  90  years 
who  died  in  the  prefent  incumbent's  time*  The  moft 
common  diftempers  are,  colds,  rheumatifins,  and  a 
pain  in  the  breafl,-  or  pit  of  the  ftomach  ;  all  of  which 
mar,  perhaps,  be  attributed  to  the  poverty  of  diet 
and  clothing,  not  lefs  than  to  the  moiftnefs  of  the 
climate,  as  the  richer  fort  are  lefs  frequently  troubled 
with  fuch  complaints  than  the  poor.  The  laft  is  fo  com- 
mon, as  to  have  obtained,  in  their  language,  the  name 
of  the  part  affefted,  viz.  beul  a  mhaothainw 

Roads  and  Bridgis,  &c— The  roads  through'  this  pst- 
rifh  are,  in  many  parts,  very  bad,  and  the  improvement 
of  them  proceeds  but  flowly.  This  may  be  partly  the 
fault  of  proprietors,  who  pay  much  led  attention  to  the 
taaking  of  proper  roads,  than  the  importance  of  fuch  im- 
provement deferves.  But  the  frequency  of  hills,  great 
or  fmall,  as  alfo  of  rocks  or  mofles,  which  occur  on  mofr 
6f  the  lines  of  rOads  in  this  country,  is  the  principal  ob- 
ftrudion.  The  fund  allowed,  and  the  money  colleded  for 
roads  and  bridges,  is  fo  difproportionate  to  the  extent 
and  furface,  and  to  the  expenfe  requifite  for  overcoming 
thefe  natural  impediments,  that  it  will  take  many,  many 
years,  before  they  can  be  brought  to  any  tolerable  per- 
fection. At  prefent,  there  is  but  one  bridge  in  the  whole 
parifli,  though  there  are  many  torrents  interfering  the 
roads,  which  a  few  hours  of  heavy  rain  will  render  imw 
paffable,  till  the  iky  clears  again.     Another  bridge  ia 

now 
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sow  beglin  to  be  built  at  Tobermory.  But  though  we 
are  behind  many  of  our  neighbours  in  bridges  and  roads,, 
the  people  have,  within  thefe  30  years  pall,  made  confir 
derable  progrefs  in  other  ufeful  improvements,  particur 
larly  in  enclofing  ground,  and  building  more  comfortable 
dwelling  houfes,  for  which  there  is  a  growing  tafte. 

Lakcsy  Rivers,  Coqfts— There  are  5  lakes  in  the  pa- 
riflj,  all  of  them  abounding  with  excellent  trout.  Our 
rivers  are  not  confiderable  for  the  body  of  water  ;  yet, 
at  the  mouth  of  2  or  3  of  them,  a  few  fine  falmon  are 
found  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The  fhores  are,  for  the 
moll  part,  high  and  rocky  ;yyet  not  without  many  open- 
ings and  flats,  in  fome  of  which  are  found  banks  of  fhell, 
crumbled  into  fand,  which  is  much  ufed  for  manure.  In 
this,  as  in  moil  Highland  countries,  the  cuftom  is,  to  con- 
fine cattle  in  folds  during  the  fummer  and  autumn  nights; 
and  the  fpots  thus  manured,  are  called  Tathfields.  When 
a  tathfield  is  thinly  ftrewed  with  this  fand,  in  the  month 
of  July  or  Auguft,  it  produces  4  or  5  crops  of  fuch  oats 
as  are  raifed  here,  and  would  give  more,  if  followed  fur- 
ther ;  but  if  a  greater  number  of  crops  is  taken,  or  if 
the  fand  has  beenl^id  on  without  a  mixture  of  other  ma-  - 
nure,  it  foon  impoveriihes  the  foil.  The  fmall  tenantry 
have  fometimes,  through  ignorance  or  avarice,  fo  run  out 
ground,  by  fuch  management,  as  to  render  it  almoft  per- 
fectly ufelefs  for  many  years  thereafter.  What  is  moft 
remarkable  in  this  fhelly  fand,  is,  that,  for  a  few  years 
after  it  has  been  laid  on,  dailies  and  white  clover  appear 
in  ground  where  they  were  never  known  before.  On 
the  coafts  of  this  parilh,  fome  ling,  cod,  fkate,  mackerel, 
flounder,  lythe,  feath,  perch,  dog-filh,  &c.  are  found, 
Jrot  not  in  any  great  quantities.     The  herring  fometimes 
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appear  at  Lochnankeli,  but  feldom  make  any  long  ftay, 
or  are  caught  in  quantities  worth  fending  to  market.  Oar 
coaft  furnifhes  variety  of  frell-fifti,  viz.  oifters,  lobfters, 
crabs,  fpoutfifli,  clam,  limpets,  wilks,  See.  There  are  alfo 
many  otters,  feals,  porpoifes,  befides  mod  of  the  fea-fcwb 
that  are  common  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Scotland,  whether 
natives  of  this  climate,  or  birds  of  paflage. 

Harbours,  Boats,  and  Ferries— The  principal  harbour 
is  Tobermory,  at  which  a  village  has  lately  b^en  erect- 
ed by  the  Britifh  Society  for  improving  the  coafti. 
North  of  Tobermory  is  the  Bloody  Bay,  and  S.  of  it  the 
Bay  of  Aros.  Thefe  3  harbours  are  on  the  Sound  of 
Mull.  Oa  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  parifh  are  the  Sound 
of  Ulva,  the  Bay  of  Soribay,  Bru,  or  the  Bay  of  Glack- 
nangallan  :  All  thefe  are  reckoned  fafe  anchoring  ground. 
On  the  Ifle  of  Gometra,  are  two  harbours,  one  facing  the 
S.,  and  one  the  N. ;  and  both  reckoned  fafe  and  good  for 
coafttng  veffels.  Oa  the  N.  fide  of  the  parifh,  are  the 
creeks  of  Laorin,  Lorkmingary,  Pollaach,  Croig,  and 
Bay  of  Calgary,  which  laft  opens  toward  Tiree.  In  the 
whole  pariuS,  there  are  not  above  3  or  4  boats  of  a  large 
fize,  which  carry  coaftwifc  for  freight ;  but  fmall  yawls, 
for  filhing  near  the  fhorc,  and  other  purpofes  of  conveniens 
cy,  arc  very  numerous.  There  have  been,  for  fome  years 
back,  fometiines  1,  fometimes  2  packet-boats,  which 
run  from  Greenock  to  the  village  of  Tobermory,  calling 
at  the  interjacent  harbours :  But  as  they  are  private  pro- 
perty, and  have  no  encouragement  from  the  public,  the 
time  of  their  arrivals  and  departures  mult  depend  on  the 
bufinefs  that  offers,  Mr.  M'Lean  of  Coll  has,  at  his  own 
expenfe,  eftablifhed  another  packet-boat,  which  goes  re-r 
gularly  once  a  week  from  his  eftate  in  this  parilh,  to  the 
6  Hland 
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ffland  of  Coll,  returning  next  day.  The  ferries  from 
xhis  to  the  neighbouring  pari  flies,  are  2  to  Morven,  1  to 
Ardnamurchan,  and  1  to  the  parifti  of  Kilfinichen.  The 
communication  with  Tiree,  and  other  iflands,  is  only  by 
occafional  boats  or  veffels. 

Live  Stock. — The  live  (lock  of  the  whole  parifl),  as 
nearly  as  can  be  conjectured,  without  numbering  them, 
may  be  about  3000  head  of  black  cattle,  of  all  ages  j 
400  horfes,  including  mares  and  followers  ;  4500  flieep  of 
the  South  Country  kind,  befides  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  (mailer  Highland  kind. 

Population,  &c. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report, 
the  population,  in  1755,  was  2590.  The  total  number 
of  fouls,  according  to  a  lift  taken  lad  winter,  amounts  to 
3281.  Total  number  of  baptifms,  from  January  1.  1792, 
to  January  1.  1793,  was  96;  of  which  45  were  boys,  and 
3 1  girls.  Total  number  of  marriages  in  that  period,  32 ; 
But,  according  to  the  parochial  regifter,  the  annual  ave«« 
rage  of  baptifms  is  but  80,  and  of  marriages  22  *• 

Pofi  Offices ,  Sheriff  Court. — There  are  2  poft  offices  in, 
tTiis  parifh ;  1  at  Aros,  and  1  in  Tobermory.  The  ar- 
rivals and  departures  are  3  times  a-week.  There  is  alfo 
a  fherifF-fubftitute  court,  lately  eftablifhed  at  Tobermo- 
ry, for  the  regular  admin  ill  ration  of  jufticc.  This  muft 
turn  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  ifland  at  large  j  as, 

Vol.  XIV.  T  ,  before 

*  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  that  many  baptifms  of  the  parifh  have 
not  been  tntcred  upon  the  regifter,  both  becayfe  of  the  a&  impofing  a  tax 
en  entries  of  this  kind,  and  becaufe  it  is  a  practice  with  people,  who  live 
at  a  diftance  from  the  parifli  minifter,  to  apply  occafionajly  to  other  cler- 
gymen, for  the  benefit  of  that  ordinance.  There  is  uo  account  kept  of 
ImriaU,  becaufc  of  the  number,  and  great  di (lancet  of  the  places  of  iutcc* 
oust. 
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before  this  eftablifliment,  there  was  no  magiftrate,  ex? 
cepting  juftices  of  the  peace,  nor  any  regular  court  of 
law  nearer  us  than  the  borough  of  Inyerary,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  at  leaft  6o  miles,  befides  ferries.  This  would 
make  a  poor  man  fuccumbto  injuries,  rather  than  attempt 
to  obtain  legal  redrefs. 

Rental  apd  Heritors.— The  whole  valued  rent  of  tht? 
parifli  is  329I.  3s.  Sterling.  The  real  grofs  rent,  at 
prefent,  is  not  below  3000I.  The  Duke  of  Argjll  is  pa- 
tron, and  principal  heritor.  His  Grace  has  a  chamber- 
lain refiding  at  Aros,  who  manages  the  bufinefs  of  hi^ 
eftates  in  the  whole  of  Mull  and  Morven.  There  are  o- 
jher  5  heritors  of  this  parifli,  2  of  whom  rcfide  therein, 
and  1  nigh  it.  The  Britifh  Society,  for  improving  the 
coafts,  &c,  have  a  property  alfo  of  about  2000  acres  near 
their  village  of  Tobermory ;  but  the  far  greater  part  is 
hill  or  mofs.  The  ground  fit  for  tillage,  lying  in  detach- 
ed fpots  near  the  harbour,  is  not  coniiderable,  either  for 
extent  or  quality. 

Village  of  Tobermory.— The  above  fociety  began  to 
form  this  village  in  the  year  1788  j  and  a  cuftomhoufe, 
and  poll  office,  were  cftablifhed  there  in  the  year  1791. 
The  village  now  confifts  of  15  houfes,  built  with  (tone 
and  lime,  a  dories  in  height,  with  dated  roofs,  and  of 
between  20  and  30  thatched  houfes,  1  ftory  high.  The 
population  is  about  300  fouls.  In  this  village  are  a  few 
people,  who  follow  the  mercantile  line,  and  ferve'the 
fettlers  and  neighbouring  di drifts  in  goods  imported  from 
the  Low  Country.  A  boat-builder  alfo,  and  a  cooper, 
have  fettled  there,  and  find  pretty  conftant  employment 
in  the  building  of  boats,  and  making  of  barrels  for  the 
Slhery :  And  there  is  a  coniiderable  ftore  of  fait  kept 

there. 
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4here,  for  fuppljing  the  bufs  and  boat  fifliers,  in  the  fifli* 
Ing  feafon.  In  the  year  1792,  there  were  47  veffels  and 
"boats  cleared  from  this  cuitomhoufe,  for  the  herring-fifli- 
cry ;  and  as  they  were  fuccefsf ul  laft  year,  there  is  caufe 
to  hope,  that  the  number  will  be  greater  this  feafon. 
There  are,  of  other  crafts,  1  fmith,  1  wright,  2  tailors,  2 
Ihoemakers,and3of  4  fmail  inn-keepers;  alfo  a  corn-mill 
with  a  fafficiency  of  water  to  work  machinery,  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  in  all  feafons.  Tobermory  poflefles  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  fafe,  capacious  harbour,  fituated  in  the  tract 
of  the  (hipping,  which  pafs  from  the  weftern  parts  of  Bri- 
tain to  the  northern  countries  of  Europe,  and  has  an 
eafy  communication  by  water,  with  the  fifhing  lochs,  in 
6ne  direction,  and  with  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  Liverpool, 
and  other  considerable  towns;  in  the  other.  This,  it 
muft  be  allowed,  is  a  favourable  fituation,  not  only  for 
the  profecutioh  of  the  fiftieries,  but  alfo  for  other  branches 
of  trade.  Hitherto,  however,  no  perfon  of  fufficient  en- 
terprife  has  attempted  to  introduce  into  this  Settlement 
any  kind  of  manufacture  *.  - 

T  2  Trade/men, 

•  Ooe  great  obftrndion  to  attempts  of  this  nature,  was  the  tax  upon 
Coals  carried  coaftways;  of  the  abolition  of  which,  we  have  now  happily  a 
tear  profpect.  Whatever  good  effect  may  he  produced  by  the  abolition  of 
to  heavy  and  partial  a  tai,  till  the  country  feel  the  benefit  of  this  intend- 
ed relief,  it  could  not  be  expeded,  that  any  confidcraMc  manufacture 
would  prove  fuccefsful,  either  at  Tobermory,  or  any  where  elfe,  through 
thefe  weftern  hies  of  Scotland  Jbccaufe  their  only  fuel  was  turf  or  peat*,' 
tat  and  prepared,  even  in  the  beft  feafons,  at  a  great  cxpenfe  of  time  arid 
labour,  and  liable  to  be  totally  loft  or  ufclefs,  when  the  fummcrs  prove 
Very  rainy,  which  is  frequently  thd  cafe,  and  forely  felt.  Betides  thft,  the 
extreme  barrennefs  of  the  ground  at  Tobermory,  and  in  the  46intri«s 
around  it,  mod  for  ever  retard  the  progrcfc  of  trade  and  manufa&urea  aft 
this  village,  unlefs  the  fociety,  who  have  founded  it  on  the  moft  patriotic 
ffiadplts,  continue  to  cherifli  it  with  peculiar  care  and  liberality.    With 

this 
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^radtfuicn^  Poor,  &c. — Exclusive  of  thofc  fettled  at 
the   village,    there  are  of   artificers   in  the    parifh,    3 

faiths, 

this  view,  every  thing  fliould  be  done  to  render  the  accefs  by  land  to  thit 
place  lefs  difficult,  and  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  there,  more  eafy  and 
comfortable*  As  the  circumftances  of  the  country  do  not,  at  prefect,  af- 
ford the  advantage*  of  a  regular  market,  it  is  indifpenfably  neceflary,  thit 
kt tiers  in  this  village,  fhould  have  fpotsof  ground  allotted  to  them,  for  fur- 
ri thing  fome  of  the  moil  neceflary  articles  of  daily  confumption,  and  thefe 
fpots  mould  be  let  at  ftich  moderate  rates,  as  would  be  not  only  an 
inducement,  but  even  an  encouragement  to  perfons  of  fome  fubflance  and 
enter prife  to  fettle  at  this  place.  Inftead  of  this  being  the  cafe  at  prefent, 
an  universal  complaint  prevails  amorg  the  inhabitants  of  the  dearnefs  of 
the  rent,  which  the  fociety  ejtad  for  their  ground  there.  It  is  not  to  be 
•wondered  at,  that  the  gentlemen,  who  have  the  direction  of  the  fociety '• 
affairs,  and  who,  perhaps,  only  know  the  Highlands  from  the  curfory  ob- 
ler rations  of  a  fhoit  tour  made  by  them/elves,  or  others,  in  the  fined  fum- 
mer  weather,  are  apt  to  form  too  favourable  an  opinion  of  the  general  va- 
lue of  land  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  1  hey  have  themfelves,  it  is  like- 
ly, been  in  the  habit  of  feeing  land  let  every  year,  at  the  rate  of  from  200* 
to  40s.  an  acre,  perhaps  at  much  more  ;  and  it  is  natural  for  them,  there- 
lore,  to  think,  that  fufficient  allowance  it  made  for  the  difference  of  qua- 
lity and  fituation,  when  the  lands  about  Tabermory  are  let  at  about  5s*  an 
acre.  This,  however,  will  be  found  a  mifUken  notion ;  and  when  thefo, 
jtfpcdlable  characters  (hall  have  acquired  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  exttcme  mcannefs  of  the  foil  about  Tobermory,  its  barrennefs  as  te> 
produce,  and  its  difad vantages  in  regard  to  climate,  and  accefs  to  manures, 
as  their  great  object  is  to  relieve  and  affile  the  people,  there  is  no  doubt, 
bu:  they  would  judge  5s.  an  acre  too  great  a  rent  to  be  demanded  in. 
the  infancy  of  a  remote  ell abli foment,  fo  circumflanced.  In  corrobo- 
ration of  wha:  has  been  now  advanced,  let  it  be  confidered,  that  a 
fmail  Highland  cow  cannot  be  kept  alive  upon  lefs  than  6  or  7  acres  of 
the  common  run  of  land  about  Tobermoiy,  befides  a  great  deal  of  la- 
bour and  expenfe,  in  findirg  winter  proviOon  for  her.  And  if  to  this  is 
added, the  eipccfc  whi.h  her  owner  mull  be  put  to  in  enclosing hia fmall 
lot  of  ground,  not  to  mention,  that  of  building  his  houft,  it  will  appear, 
when  every  thing  is  laid  together,  that  his  fcanty  accommodation  fiands 
him  dearer,  in  proportion  to  the  returns  he  has  fiom  it,  than  the  lushed 
jriccel  accon  mi  dation  01  fettlers  near  large  ciLea  in  Scotland  '  r  England, 
where  trade  a.  d  manufacture  ZLLrUh. 
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fciiths,  38  male  and  13  female  weavers,  1  wright, 
or  joiner,  6  boat  carpenters,  2  coopers,  14  tailors,  7 
brogue,  or  ihoemakers,  6  cowans,  or  dry  ftone  build- 
ers, and  5  merchants.  There  are  alfo  5  change,  or 
retailing  houfes,  2  licenced  Hills,  1  fulling,  or  waulk- 
xnill,  and  8  corn-mills ;  whereof  3  are  of  the  ancient 
fimple  conftru&ion,  in  which  there  is  but  1  wheel,  and  it 
lying  horizontally  in  the  perpendicular,  under  the  mill- 
ftone ;  fo  that  the  water  to  turn  it,  mull  come  through 
the  houfe.  Thefe  are  called  black  mills.  From  what 
has  been  already  faid  of  the  foil,  agriculture,  and  popula- 
tion of  this  parifli,  it  will  be  readily  believed,  that  many 
of  our  people  are  poor  ;  and  it  is  but  too  true.  The  lift 
of  thofe  who  receive  part  of  the  public  charity,  is  never 
under  70  ;  and  in  fome  years,  it  is  between  90  and  100. 
The  only  common  fund  they  have  to  look  to  for  aid,  is 
what  is  colle&ed  for  them  at  church  on  Sundays*  toge- 
ther with  fome  occafional  fines  exacted  for  immoralities* 
The  annual  amount  of  both  of  which,  is  from  12I.  to 
15I.  Sterling:  Therefore,  fuch  obje&s,  as  are  able  to 
travel,  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  for  alms,  and  fome  of  them 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  parifli ;  and  in  this  pra&ice, 
thofe  of  other  parishes  return  the  compliment.  It  is  but 
juilice  to  remark  here,  that  2  of  the  heritors,  viz.  Mr. 
Maclean  of  Coll,  and  Mr.  Macdonald  of  Boifdale,  make  an 
annual  allowance  in  money,  to  the  poor  in  their  refpec- 
tive  eftates  in  this  parifli,  though  not  fufficient  to  main- 
tain them  without  other  charities. 

Churches,  Stipend,  Schools,  &c — There  are  the  ruins  of 
7  or  8  fmall  edifices  in  this  parifli,  which,  in  all  proba- 
bility, were  chapels  of  worflup,  in  times  of  Popery.  At 
feveral  of  thefe,  the  precin&s  may  ftill  be  traced ;  and 
there  are  veftiges  of  houfes  within  the  precinfts,  where, 

according 
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according  to  tradition,5   thofe  who  took  afylum  in  the 
confecrated  ground,  were  lodged.     At  prcfent,  however/ 
there  are  but  two  churches,  or  rather  houfes  for  wor- 
fhip ;  one  at  Kilninian,  and  One  at  Kilmore,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  4  computed/  of  6  meafured  miles  from 
each  other,  With  a  hill  intervening/  and  2  torrents  of  wa- 
ter, not  always  fordable.  Both  thefe  churches  were  built 
in  the  year  17J4  ;  and  though  too  fmall  for  the  congre- 
gations,- are  kept  in  tolerable  good  repair.     The  incum- 
bent,' whofe  living  fs  83I.  6s.  8d.  Sterling  in  money, 
with  a  fmall  money  allowance  in  lieu  of  manfe  and  glebe, 
preaches  alternately  in  thefe  churches,  but  muft  go,  once 
in  the  quarter,  to  the  HI  and  of  IHva,  where  he  preaches 
in  the  open  air,  for  want  of  a  church.'    It  was  alfo  cuf- 
tomary  for  him  to  preach  twice  in  the  quarter  at  Aros, 
diftant  8  computed  miles  from  his  refidence,  till  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Royal  Bounty,  about  the  year  1776,  efta- 
bliflied  a  miflion  in  Mull ;  by  which  the  divifion  of  Aros, 
together  with  the  ourfldrts  of  the  other  2  large  parifhes, 
6f  which  this  iiland  confifts,  are  fupplied  in  ordinances* 
This  miflionary  has  only  25I.  Sterling  of  falary,  without 
any  accommodation  whatever.     So  parfimOnious  is  the 
provifion  made  for  the  adminiftration  of  religious  ordi- 
nances, in  this  part  of  the  country,  that  although  every 
minifter  has  parochial   bounds  affigned  him,  extenfive 
'enough  to  require  the  labours  of  3  clergymen,  yet  the 
ftipends  drawn  by  3,  would  be  no  more  than  an  adequate 
living  for  2,  efpecially  confidering  the  perfonal  toil  and 
expenfe  to  which  they  are  neceflaTily  expofed,  in  the  dif- 
eharge  of  their  function. — The  clergy  are  not  the  only 
people  who  have  caufe  to  complain  of  this  extreme  and 
improvident  frugality.     Schoolmafters  are  no  lefs  afred- 
«d  by  it.     At  prefent,  there  is  but  one  parochial  fchool 

ill1 
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in  this  extenfive  parifli.  The  falary  is  iol.  Sterling,  with- 
out  an j  accommodation  whatever,  not  fo  much  as  a 
houfe  for  the  fchool  or  fchoolmafter.  The  people,  and 
fome  of  the  heritors,  infill  on  its  being  ambulator y  ;  an£ 
for  the  ihort  period,  it  can  be  continued  in  any  one  place, 
it  muft  be  taught  in  any  hovel  that  can  conveniently  be 
fpared.  It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Argyll  has  lately  agreed  to  make  fuch  addir 
tion  to  the  parochial  falary,  as  to  afford  iol.  Sterling  for 
each  of  a  fchoolmafters,  to  be  ftationary  upon  his  own 
property,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  foon  be  carried  into 
effeft.  The  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Know* 
ledge,  have  2  fchools  on  their  eftablilhment  in  this  pa- 
rifli j  one  of  which  being  on  the  Laird  of  Coil's  property, 
that  gentleman  gives  4I.  Sterling  in  addition  to  their  fa- 
lary, befides  furniihing  all  the  accommodation  required 
by  them ;  their  other  fchool  is  in  the  Ifland  of  Ulva, 
and  they  have  promifed  a  falary  for  a  third  fchool  at  To- 
bermory, as  foon  as  a  proper  dwelling  and  fchool  houfe, 
with  other  neceffary  accommodation,  are  provided  for  the 
matter,  to  be  employed  there.  The  want  of  this  fchool 
is  no  fmall  hinderance  to  the  progrefs  and  profperity  of 
that  village  *. 

Exports 

•  Prices,  &c. — For  many  yean  back,  there  has  been  a  gradual  rife  in 
die  price  of  provifions  and  neceflaries  of  life,  through  this  parifh  and 
neighbourhood.  There  are  old  men  alive,  who  hate  feen  the  boll  of 
meal  of  this  country  growth  and  meafure,  which  weighs  about  J I J  (tones, 
ibid  at  5*.  or  6s.,  now  it  is  feldom  or  never  under  201.  The  meal  is  of  a 
quality  much  inferior  to  what  is  brought  from  the  Low  Country.  A  weth- 
er, of  the  fmall  country  kind,  which  was  formerly  got  at,  from  3s*  to  4s., 
is  now  rarely  under  7s.,  and  often  exceeds  that  price.  A  cow  of  the 
fmaller  kind,  fie  for  flaughter,  will  fetch  from  55s.  to  3L  10s.  The  wage* 
U  a  man  fervaot  a-year,  from  jl.  to  4I.  ios.,  cxclufirc  of  what  (hoes  he  re. 

quires ; 
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Exports  and  Imports. — The  average  quantity  of  kelp 
manufactured  annually  in  this  pariib,  is  from  170  to  1 80 
tons.  The  manufacturing  cofts  about  30s.  a  ton,  and  the 
kelp  is  fold,  in  this  country,  from  3I.  10s,  to  61.  the  ton, 
according  as  the  market  rules.  The  only  other  exports 
worth  mentioning,  are  black  cattle,  fheep  and  wool.  The 
black  cattle,  for  the  moil  part,  are  fold  lean  at  a  fair, 
which  begins  in  this  parifh  on  the  13th  of  May  yearly, 
and  is  continued  in  the  other  pari  flies  of  the  ifland,  upon 
3  different  days  thereafter,  with  a  day  always  intervening. 
*  The  imports  into  the  parifli  are  many,  particularly  oat- 
meal, feed-corn,  feed-potatoes,  leather,  fait,  and  a  variety 
of  merchant  goods.  The  cuftomhoufe  has  not  been  long 
enough  eftabliihed  to  afcertain  the  annual  average  quaiv 
tity  of  each. 

General  Chara&er. — All  the  people  of  the  parifli  are  of 
the  Eftabliflicd  Religion,  excepting  2  or  3  obfcure  fami- 
lies introduced,  a  few  years  ago,  from  South  Uift,  who 
are  of  the  Popifli  perfuafion  ;  and  fince  their  arrival  a* 
xnong  Proteftants,  have  got  fo  much  the  better  of  their 
bigotry,  that  they  now  attend  our  publick  meetings  for 
worfliip,  a3  often  as  they  are  held  near  thoir  place  of  re* 
fidence.  The  people,  in  general,  are  fond  of  religious  in- 
struction, fobcr,  honeft  and  induftrious,  if  they  had  a  fub- 
ject.  to  work  upon.  They  are  alfo  humane  and  charu 
table,  in  proportion  to  their  circumflances.  But  from 
this  general  character,  there  are  many  exceptions,  as 
might  reafonably  be  expeded  in  fo  populous  a  diftrid, 
and  in  a  fituation  fo  uncultivated. 

Advantages 

quiret;  a  maid  fervant  has  fomewhat  Icfs  than  the  half  of  thefc  wages ;  a 
day-labourer  cannot  he  had  under  6d.  a-day,  and  his  victuals,  or  (from 
lod.  to  Xjd.  without  victuals.  Tradcfmcn  arc  commonly  paid  according 
to  the  quantity  of  work  they  pritfurm. 
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Advantages  and  Dif advantages. — The  pariih  being  al- 
iaoft  wholly  furroundecT  by  the  fea,  the  fliores  are  of 
great  utility,  both  by  farnifiung  fea- ware,  for  manure: 
fo  the  ground,  and  {hell-fift  at  low  water,  particularly 
in  the  fumme*r  months,  for  immediate  fuftenance,'  as 
well  as  by  the  cOntimial  accefs  to  look'  for  f uch  other 
fifh  as  are  fbitiuT  upon  this  coatt.  Though  carriage,  by 
water,  may  be  recfcohetf  a  great  advantage,'  to  which  all 
the  parts  of  die  pariih  have  accefs,'  yet  the  unimproved 
Aate  of  the  country,  and  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  pre* 
vent  their  reaping*  fitom  it  all  the  benefit  that  might  be 
expeded.  This  insular  fituation  alfo  leflehs  the  value  of 
their  exports  and  live  cattle.  The  fmall  proportion  of 
arable  to  pafture*  land,' prevents  the  people  from  living  in. 
a  collected  ftate,  in  any  coiifiderable  numbers  ;v  it  alfo  oc- 
cafious  the  uniting  of  mkny  fmallef  farms  into  z  large  te- 
nement. So  that,1  howeVef  great  their  attachment  is  to 
their  native  foil,  many  individuals,  and  fome  families,' 
find  it  rieceffary  to  go*  every  year  fojr  fervice  to  the  Low 
Country  ;  though  not  a  few  of  them  return  again  to  pais 
the  winter  with  their  friends*  As  the  herring  bufles, 
on  their  way  out,' frequently  come  to  anchfor  in  the  har- 
bour of  Tobermory,  the  young  men  of  the  neighbour- 
hood have  the  opporiunity,  which  many  of  them  embrace, 
of  hiring  themfelves  on  board  thefe  veffels,  for  the  fifhing 
feafon.  Others  go  in  open  boats,  and  bring  home  what 
herrings  they  can  catch,'  or  purchafe,  for  fupplying  their" 
own  families  :  and  the  furplus  they  fell  to  their  neigh- 
boars.  The  young  women  are  often  employed  in  cutting 
the  kelp  ware,  in  fummer ;  and  afterward,  many  of  them 
go  to  the  reaping  of  harveft,  in  the  Low  Country.  It  is 
a  pity,  that  a  people,'  fo  well  difpofed'for  Supporting 
themfelves,  by  honeft  induftry,'  had  not  greater  advanta- 
ges for  doing  fo,  with  more  comfort  to  themfelves.     It 
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may  be  reckoned  among  the  difadtfantages,  that  fome  of 
the  landlords  give  but  very  fliort  leafes,  if  any,  to  theis 
tenants*  The  confequence  of  which  is,  Frequent  remo- 
vals, frequent  augmentations  of  rent,  and  frequent  checks 
to  improvements,  befides  the  abje&  (late  of  dependence, 
in  which  the  tenant  h  held.  Some  of  the  lairds  alfo  con- 
tinue the  old  method  of  exacting  fervices  from  their  te- 
nants«{  the  bad  effects  of  which  are  obvious  to  the 
flighteft  confideration,  efpecially  when  the  number  o£ 
thefe  fervice-days  is  not  limited.  Notwithstanding  of  all 
thefe  difadvantages,  there  has  been  no  emigration  to  Ame~ 
lica  from  this  parifh. 

Cutio/itiesf  &c. — We  have  but  few  curiofities,  except- 
ing the  eaves  and  rocks  in  the  Ifland  of  Stafia,  fo  accu- 
rately deferibed  in  Mr.  Pennant's  Tour  te  the  Hebrides* 
that  it  is  needlefc  to  enlarge  upon  them  in  this  place.  Ac 
Aros,  upon  the  Sound  of  Mull, 'are  feen  the  ruins  of  a 
pretty  large  caftle,  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Maedonald* 
Lord  of  the  Ifles,  who  lived  fome  time  there :  But,  at 
what  period,  or  how  long,  I  cannot  after  tain*.  - 

Lapguage* 

*  It  was  evidently  intended  for  *  place  of  Afengtn,  bttilt  upon  a  fleep 
xock  towards  the  fea,  and  looks,  as  if  it  had  been  fecured  on  the  land  fide, 
by  a  moat  and  draw  bridge.  In  fevtral  parts  of  the  parUh,  are  feen  huge 
pillars  of  unpoltfhed  done,  without  figures-  or  letters,  from  6  to  io  feet  in 
fteight  above  ground.  In  many  places,  I  of  thefe  is  feen  alone ;  in  others, 
5  or  6  of  them  together,  particularly  on  the  height  above  Kilmore,  and 
mpon  an  open  heath,  in  the  farm  of  Teany,  where  they  are  difpofed  into  a 
kind  of  circular  form*  The  fingle  pillars  are  thought  to  be  monument** 
of  fome  perfons  of  note,  either  flain,  or  buried  there ;  and  the  erecting  of 
them  mud  have  been  a  work  of  no  fraall  labour  and  ingenuity.  The  cir- 
cular (tones  were,  probably,  places  of  worihip,  in  the  time  of  Druidifbu  To 
this  day,  the  word  Ciachan,  i.  e.  ftones,  iaufed  in  moft  pant  of  the  High*. 

fend*) 
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Zanguage.-— The  language  commonly  fpoken  here,  is 
the  Gaelic,  though  the  Englifh  is  daily  gaining  ground, 
and  would  make  more  rapid  progrefs,  were  fchools  more 
encouraged  *. 

General  Obfervations.— Upon  a  general  review  of  the 
description  now  given  of  the  prefent  ftate  and  circum- 
ftances  of  this  part  of  the  country,  there  feems  to  be 
little  ground  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  increafe  of  its  popula- 
tion or  profperity,  but  rather  the  reverfe,  unlefs  the 
evil  be  prevented,  by  fome  change  of  meafures,  in  thofe 
who  are  nearly  concerned  in  the  direction,  and  have  a 
fpecial  intereft  in  the  common  welfare  of  it.  Were  all 
the  heritors,  for  inftance,  to  adopt,  and  proceed  upon 
more  liberal  and  publick  fpirited  principles,  by  fore* 
jgoing  a  finall  prefent  profit  to  their  families,  for  much 
greater  advantages  inreverfion,  they  might  gradually  e£* 

Ua  fee* 


,  at  a  name  for  kirk,  kirktowa.or  place  of  woifhip.  At  the  weileroi 
fde  of  the  parilh,  one  of  the  Iflci  of  Treilhnifh,  called  Cairnburg,  was  of 
aid  confidered  by  the  natives,  as  a  place  of  peat  ftrcngtfe,  and  fomctinea 
Decupled  by  a  (mail  party,  or  garrifon.  It  is  a  high  rock,  of  fome  confi- 
derable  extent  an  the  top,ioacceflihle  on  all  fides,  excepting  by  one  narrow 
pals,  little  Cairnburg  U  a  finaller  rock  near  it,  and  feparate  from  it  by  a 
narrow  fbun4,  to  which  the  fame  description  applies,  in  every  other  re- 
fped.  TheJc  rocks  arc  (aid  to  have  been  the  boundary  of  the  %  govern- 
ments, into  which  the  Hebrides  were  divided,  when  fubje£  to  the  crown 
of  Denmark,  called  the  Nodorees  and  6odorecs,  or  Northern  and  Southern 
Ifles :  And  if  tradition  lays  truth,  they  fometimes  contended  for  the  po£< 
fcfion  of  this  lame  fort  of  Cairnburgh,  or  Caixnbulg. 

•  Moll  names  of  places  are  evidently  of  Gaelic  derivation,  as  M  Tober- 
mory," the  Virgin  Mary's  Well ;  "  Calve,"  an  lfland  without  the  Bafon, 
aad  which  covers  one  fide  of  it,  fignifies  in  Gaelic,  Harbour  fide  ;  "  Ulva,'* 
an  lfland  feparate  from  Mull  by  a  narrow  found,  fignifies,  Ready  Ford,  o* 
Fsft.  So  "  TorloUk/'  is  Burnt  Hill,  and  "  Aros"  the  Manfion,  or  Habta* 
ajtn,  applicable  to  the  rcfidenee  of  any  family  of  diffcn&ion. . 
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{t&  a  great  and  happy  change,  upon  their  re£pe&tvf 
eftates.  Were  every  fpecies  ofc^cudal  fervitude  entirely 
-pboliihed,  and  the  lands  let  rather  below  fhan  above  their 
intrinfic  value,  and  upon  much  longer  leafes  than  is  now 
the  pra&ice,  tod  the  tenants  encouraged  to  raife  greea 
crops,  viz.  potatoes,  turnips,  fowii  grafs,  &c.f  and  tho^ 
heritors  to  be  at  fome  expenfe  in  diffufiqg  among  their 
people  a  fpirit  ef  virtuous  induftry,  and  ufeful  know- 
ledge, particularly  by  rewarding  the  mod  worthy  with 
longer  leafes,  or  otherwife,  and  by  erecting  and  cheriih- 
ing  a  greater  number  of  (chop^s,  the  face  of  t£e  country, 
in  general,  would  foon  afijarrife  a  different  appearance  $ 
)>fcaufe,  in  proportion  as  the  people  became  more  en- 
lightened and  virtuous,  and  left  afraid  of  extreme  indi-» 
f»ce,  they  ^rould  become  more  enterprifing,  in  ventur- 
g  upon  new  improvements/  Wealth  and  population 
jpould  iacreafe,  tfce  yillage  would  grow  to  a  flourifljiijsr 
ffcate,  and  the  benefit  of  it  would  extend  more  and  more 
to  the  whole  neighbourhood ;  and,  in  fine,  this  ifland  and 
pariQi,  which  are  already  no  contemptible  nurftry  of 
ufeful  hands  to  the  kingdom  at  large,  would  becomq 
inuchmorefo.  '  *w •"    *'* 
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PARISHES  of  KILLBRANDON  akd  KILL- 
CHATTAN. 


(CpTOTT    AND    SYKOD  OF  A*attA,  FlUESBYTK&jr  Of 

JLoRir.) 


By  the.  Rev*  Mr.  Jomt  Macfarlahk. 


Situation,  Extent,  Soil,  Surface^  &c 

THESE  pariihes  are  bounded  by  the  Atlantic  Oceaqi 
on  the  W.*  and  by  the  Sound  of  Mull  on  the 
N.  They  confift  of  5  farms  on  the  main  land,  and  5 
iflands,  viz.  Luing,  Seil,  Shuna,  Forfa,  and  Jfle  of  Eaf- 
dale.  The  names  of  thefe  iflands,  like  many  of  the  He* 
brides,  are  fuppofed  to  be  Danilh,  and  particularly  thofe 
that  end  with  the  letter  a  ;  likewife  all  names  of  places 
that  terminate  with  ijb  are  of  the  fame  origin,  as  Craig, 
nifli,  Deignifh,  Ardtorniih.  The  length  of  thefe  pa* 
rimes,  from  N.  to  S.,  is  about  10,  and  breadth  6  Eng- 
lish miles,  including  the  narrow  founds  that  interfeft 
them*  The  foil  and  furface  vary  according  to  the  na> 
""    '  5  *         ture 
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ture  of  the  rock  and  ftone  with  which  the  furface  s- 
bounds.  Part  of  it  is  black,  and  part  red  hazel  loam* 
The  black  is  by  far  the  moft  fertile,  and  generallj  co- 
vers either  flate  or  lime*Aaee.  The  red  loam  is  com* 
jnonlj  mixed  with  whinftone,  and  though  in  good  heart, 
is  eafily  cxhaufted.  There  is  a  third  kind  of  foil  which 
forms  the  greateft  part  of  the  arable  of  tbefe  iflands  t 
this,  though  not  fo  foUd  as  the  black  loam,  nor  fo  po- 
rous as  the  red,  is  not  much  inferior  in  fertility  to  ei- 
ther. This  foil  appears  to  be  a  mixture  of  pulverized 
flate  and  limeHfeone,  which,  in  quality  and  colour,  r*- 
fembles  dark  clay,  that  hardens  or  relaxes  in  the  fam? 
manner,  with  a  few  days  drought  or  rain.  It  produces 
good  crops  of  oats  and  barley  ;  but  not  fo  well  adapted 
for  potatoes,  unlets  in  drill,  that  the  ground,  piajr  b$ 
kept  loofe  and  open  by  frequent  ploughing, 

Produce.— Oats,  barley,  potatoes,  and  a  little  flax,  are 
the  only  crops  raifed  in  thofe  pariihes.  But,  from  ex- 
periments lately  made  by  Captain  Campbell  of  LochencJ, 
fteward  to  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane  in  this  country,  it 
appears  that  turnip  would  prove  a  beneficial  crop ;  and 
we  have  reafon  to  believe,  if  the  ground  were  properly 
endofed,  that  peafe  and  beans,  if  not  wheat,  might  be 
raifed  to  advantage.  Clover  and  rye-grafs' thrive  re- 
markably well.  Red  and  white  clover  are  natives  of 
thefe  iflands,  and  turn  very  rich  and  luxuriant  in  con- 
fluence of  lime  or  fliell  fand.  Green  crops  are  more 
adapted  to  this  climate  than  white,  becaufe  of  the  heavy 
falls  of  rain  in  July  and  Auguft.  Oats  and  barley,  if 
the  ground  be  properly  manured,  are  then  very  luxu- 
riant and'  promiiing  ;  but  as  they  lodge  early,  they  ne- 
Ver  prove  fo  fertile  as  in  other  places  where  qtfn  is  lef% 

prevalent 
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prevalent  during  thefe  months.    The  lleward  has  taken 
particular  care  to  introduce  the  beft  kinds  of  oats  ;  the 
early,  Blainflj,  and  Cowpar-grange.     But  of  the  moll 
fertile  of  thofe,  which  is  the  Blainflj,  it  requires  5  fir- 
lots,  Linlithgow  meafure,  to  make  8  ftone  of  meal.    The 
return  of  oats,  in  general,  is  from  3  to  4  feeds  ;  barky 
5,  and  potatoes  8,  when  dibbled,-  but  in  drill  16.    When 
the  foil  is  properly  xrianured,  the  return  in  oats  and  bar* 
ley  is  confideraUy  better  ;  and  .therefore  the  tenants 
upon  Lord  Breadalbane's  property,  are  lately  re&ri&ed 
to  labour  only  a  certain  proportion  of  their  arable ;  that 
is,  2  fields,  inftead  of  3  formerly  ploughed ;  which  they 
nut  foon  find  to  be  their  intereft,  as  it  greatly  dimi- 
ailhes  their  labour,  and  increafea  the  return. 

Manure*— The  arable  is  divided  into  infield  and  out- 
field, or  wintertown.  Outfields  are  manured  by  teath* 
ingf  or  confining  their  cattle  in  fold  during  fummer  and 
part  of  harveft*  Infields  are  manured  with  byre-dung^ 
and  frequently  with  a  compoft  of  dwg,  mo6,  and 
earth,  coDefted  in  the  warm  month*.  There  is  abun- 
dance of  lune-ftone  in  the  parilh,  though  not  much  ufed 
as  manure.  Tolerable  good  fhell  fand  may  be  found 
almoft  in  every  creek  upon  the  (hore ;  and,  of  the  beft 
quality,  can  eafily  be  obtained  from  Colonfa,  >  Mqll, 
or  Arafaig,  at  the  rate  of  4s.  or  5s.  a  ton.  Fallowing 
is  a  mode  of  improvement  fcarcely  known  in  this  coon* 
try  j  nor  is  it  adapted  to  the  climate,  for  the  frequent 
fills  of  rain  would  rather  impoverilh  than  enrich  the 
foiL 

CUmaU  and  Difeafes— .The  wind  blows  here,  at  leaft 
two-thirds  of  the  yeaf,  from  the  S.  and  W.    It  con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  conveys  fog  and' vapour  from  the  Atlantic,  which* 
make  the  air  generally  moid,  damp,  and  penetrating,' 
but  fddom  proves  fatal  to  the  inhabitants,  except  a  feW 
children  carried  otf.  by  the  croup  in  cold-  rainy  feafons/ 
The  rheumatifm  is  the  moft  prevalent  diforder  in  this* 
country.     It  is  fuppofed  to  be  more  frequent  fince  lin- 
nen  fliirts  have  become  the  fubftitute  of  flannel  or  plaid*-" 
ing,  which  was-  once  the  general  clothing  over   the 
Highlands  of  Scotland.     It  is  evident  thfct  this  opinion' 
is  not  groundless,  **  flannel  fliirts,  in  moft  cafes,  are*  the 
fafeft  and  moft  effectual  remedy,  as  well  as  the  befl:  an- 
tidote for  this  prevalent  difeafe.    Dropfies  are  likewife' 
•bferved  of  late  to  be  mare  frequent,  particularly  fince 
potatoes  have  become  the  principal  food  of  the  lower 
clafles  of  the  people.     And  certainly,'  though  this  ufe- 
fnl  and  wHokfome  -root  contains  no  hurtful  qtfklity,  yet' 
change  of  diet  muft  gradually  affeel  and  chtage  the  con- 
ftitution.     While  many,  therefore,  whofe  food' was  more 
folid  in  their  early  period  of  life,,  and  to  whom  this  root 
was  fcarcely  known,  but  now  live  by  this  three-fourths4 
of  the  yearr  no  wonder  though  diforders  fliould  prevail 
Which  were  formerly  lefs  common.    Buf  the  danger/  if 
there  is  any,  I  apprehend,  proceeds  from  the  dreffing' 
and  imprudent  management,-  rather  than  from' the*  qua-* 
lity ;  as  the  comuton  pnaduftions  of  nature,  evidently' 
intended  for-  food,  are  always*  the  moft  wholefbule,  as" 
well  as  die.  moft  ufcful.    Another  diforder,  commonly 
called  the  locked  jaw,  is  very  fatal  to  infants.    It  ge- 
nerally attacks  before  the  8th  day  after  birth :  if  Acy 
efcape  till  the  15th  day,  they  are  thought  out  of  dagger." 
This  difeafe  is  fcarcely  known  in  other  countries  on  the 
mainland.    But  it  isafaft,  that  one-third,  at leaft,  of 
ail  thd  children,  particularly  among  the  quatriers,  die 

*ithi»' 
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Within  the  titiac  fpecified.  It  is  fuppofed,  that  this  lofs 
is  owing  to  ignorant  midwives.  And  it  mnft  be  con* 
feffed,  that  this  complaint  feldom  appears  where  a  bred 
midwife  attends.  Agnes  sire  not  known  here,  and  fevers 
feldom  appear.  When  they  do,  they  prevail  in  Lning 
Maud,  the  S.  end  of  the  paring  more  than  in  any  other 
part  of  it.  No  fufficient  reafon  can  be  affigned  for  this, 
unlets  that  veffels;  which  are  frequently  obliged  to  an- 
chor there*,  from'  every  part  of  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
Baltic,  may  be  the  caufe  of  conveying  the  infe&ion. 
The  ravages  of  the  fmall  pox  have  abated,  fmce  the 
majority  of  children  are  now  inoculated  with  fuccefs ; 
though  fome  (till  retain  violent  prejudices  againft  this  hap- 
py difcovery.  Cancers  likewife  fometimes  appear  :  Con- 
fumptions  feldom.  Thofe  are  the  moft  common  difeafesj 
but  the  people  in  general  are  robuft  and  healthy.  Many 
instances  of  longevity  might  be  produced,  as  fome  art , 
living,  and  feverals  have  died  lately,  from  83  to  100 
years  old. 

Slate  Quarries. — The  Eafdale  flate  Quarries  are  well 
known  over  the  moft  of  Britain.  They  are  within  a 
few  minutes  failing  to  every  veffel  that  paffes  through 
the  Sound  of  Mull,  round  the  weftern  coaft  of  Scotland* 
whether  bound  for  the  Baltic,  Ireland,  Leith,-  or  Lon- 
don. Thefe  quarries  are  not  confined  to  the  Ifland  of 
Eafdale  only ;  Luing  and  Seil  abound  with  dates  of  the 
fame  quality*  and  fafe  anchoring  ground  cfcntiguous  al* 
moft  to  every  quarry,  where  veffels  6f  any  burthen  may 
f&fely  ride.  The  quarry  price  of  flates  is  25s.  each  1000: 
The  manufacturing  of  flates  at  Eafdale  commenced  near 
a  century  ago.  For  many  years,  the  numbers  of  men 
employed  were  but  few,  as  there  was  no  great  demand  ; 

Vol..  XIV.  X  nor 
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mor  had  the  undertakers  fufficient  ability  to  cany  on  thfk 
Work  to  any  great  extent.     Bat  the  Eafdale  flate  con*. 
pany,  who  now  manage  the  quarries,  having  obtained  a 
long  leafe,  not  only  of  the  flate,   but  likewife  of  the 
marble  quarry  at  Ardmady  in  this  pariih,  commenced 
the  work  upon  a  larger  fcale.     The  marble  quarry  has 
been  discontinued,  though  fome  think  it  might  be  ftili 
wrought  to  advantage.     The  flate  quarries  were  more 
than  fufficient,  however,  to  employ  all  the  hands  that 
were  engaged  in  the  marble,  the  demand  for  flates  be* 
ing  greater  than  can  well  be  fupplied,  particularly  finoe 
the  late  war  with  America.     The  quarriers  are  of  late 
increafed  to  about  3^0  men  :    All  thefe,  except  a  few, 
have  families.     Some  of  them  are  called  quarriers,  o- 
thers  day-labourers  or  feuars.     The  quarriers  are  paid 
for  the  quantity  of  flates  which  they  manufacture,  an- 
nually ;  fome  of  them  1  s.  or  12s.,  and  others  15s    a 
locJo,  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty  or  facility  of  work- 
ing, and  the  expenfe  that  attends   it.     The  day-labour- 
ers or  feuars  have  9d.  or  iod.  a-day  through  the  year  j 
and  are  employed,  at  the  company's  expenfe,  in  opening 
quarries  and   removing  the  rubbifh.     From  the  com- 
pany's books,  it  appears,  that  about  5,000,000  of  flates 
are  quarried  annually.     Thefe  may  be  manufadured, 
of  any  dimenfion,  from  flags  of  3  or  4  feet  fquare,  to 
the  fmallcfl  fize,  if  the  quality  of  the  quarry  is  good. 
The  workmens  wages  amounted  laft  year  to  near  4000I. 
Sterling.      *  hey  feem  to  live  very  comfortably  ;  many 
of  them  can  eafily  fave  money  ;  and  though  they  fhould 
be  in  debt  to  the  company,  they  are  indulgent  enough 
to  allow  them  whatever  is  neceflary  for  fupporting  their 
families.     The  company  keep  always  a  ft  ore  of  the  ar- 
ticles molt  neceflary  for  them,  particularly  meal,  iron, 

coal, 
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tioal,  Heel,  and  powder.  Their,  confumption  of  meal 
cannot  be  under  2000  bolls  a-year,  all  imported,  as  the 
neighbouring  farmers  can  do  no  more  than  fupply  thera- 
ielvesV 

Rental. — The  rent  of  thefe  parifhes,  exclufive  of  the 
quarries,  is  about  1600I.  Sterling.  More  than  two* 
thirds  of  the  parith  are  the  property  of  Lord  Breadalbane. 
The  extent  of  his  property  here,  is  above  7800  Scotch 
acres.  The  extent  of  other  fmall  properties,  cannot  be 
exactly  afcertained,  as  they  have  not  been  furveyed  j 
but,  I  imagine,  they  do  not  exceed  37CO  Scotch  acres. 
The  whole,  therefore,  is  about  11,500.  The  proprietors 
are  5  ;  3  of  whom  refide  f. 

Strokes. — Services  are  ftill,  in  fome  meafure,  exaded. 
X  2  Upon 

*  The  greateft  complaint  among  them  is  the  dearth  and  fcarcity  of 
JbeL  This  they  rauft  purchafe  from  the  neighbouring  farmers ;  but,  in 
rainy  feafons,  peats,  which  are  the  common  fuel,  cannot  be  faved  nor 
procured  in  fufficient  quantity,  to  keep  them  com,  ort  able  through  the 
winter.  The  duty  on  coal  was  a  geoeral  complaint,  nor  can  the  remo- 
tal  of  it  effectually  relieve  the  needy  in  this  remote  corner,  where  peat 
and  turf  are  fcarce.  In  procuring  thefe,  not  only  the  poor  and  tradef- 
snan,  but  the  farmer,  is  obliged  to  wafte  the  fummer  feafon,  which 
Ibould  be  allotted  to  their  various  occupations,  ai.d  improvement  in  a- 
griculture  Happily,  howerer,  the  general  ground  of  complaint  is  re- 
moved ;  and  if  it  mould  be  ftill  neceflary  to  continue  this  duty,  why  not 
impofe  it  at  the  pit?  This  would  be  more  equitable  than  fubjecling 
toofc  who,  by  their  firuation,  are  always  fubje&ed  to  the  additional  ez- 
pcoso  of  freight  and  infurance. 

\  fVaget,  and  Frice  of  Labour,  6tc— Servant  men  from  5I.  to  61.  a- 
year,  with  ihoes;  women  from  al.  to  3I. ;  day-labourers  is.  a-day; 
wrights  «.  a-day,  wjth  victuals ;  tailors  8d  a-day;  and  mafons  is.  8d. 
a-day.  The  price  of  provifion  cannot  eafily  be  a/certained,  where  there 
»  no  regular  market.  Jtvery  one,  according  to  his  ability,  is  obliged  to 
purchafe  from  his  neighbour  who  can  fpare,  and  tfcat  fometiines  below, 
but  frequently  abort,  the  real  vajue^ 
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Upon  Lord  Breadalbane's  eftate,  there  is  little  reafon  at 
complaint,  as  bonnage,  arrage  and  carriage,  are  moftly 
abolifhed,  except  fome  affiftance  to  his  Lordihip's  fafior 
or  fteward,  in  time  of  peats  and  hay.  But  the  tenants 
of  fome  fmall  proprietors,  complain  grievoufly  of  being 
obliged  to  ferve  their  landlords,  without  any  abatement 
of  rent,  when  xnoft  necefiary,  to  manage  their  own  work 
pi  the  fame  kind.  And  there  is  little  profpeft  of  relief, 
as  landlords  think  it  too  heavy  a  burden  to  engage  the 
number  of  fervants  requifite  to  carry  on  their  work  *• 

falp.—ln  thefe  pariflies,  about  30  ton  of  kelp  ufed  to 
be  manufactured  annually.  Lord  Breadalbane's  tenants 
are  allowed  to  ufe  it  as  manure,  or  convert  it  into  kelp, 
as  they  choofe.  In  this  they  are  dire&ed  by  the  price, 
whether  high  or  low* 

Levies %  Sec. — In  thefe  iflands,  there  is  plenty  of  fpring 
water,  but  no  lakes,  except  a  few  that  turn  fome  corn- 
mills.  Two  of  thofe,  though  fmall,  abound  with  fine} 
trout.  There  is  no  river  in  this  parifh  worthy  of  no- 
tice. Public  roads  are  daily  improving.  Statute  labour 
is  commuted.    There  are  only  a  or  3  veflels  at  fea  from 

thi^ 

*  There  it  another  cuftom  which  tenants  look  upon  as  a  grievance  ; 
fhat  is,  a  yearly  tax,  or  ftent,  to  ferries,  fmithys,  and  corn-mills.  Every 
tenant,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  his  farm,  pays  annually  fo  much 
corn,  meal,  beef,  and  cheefe,  to  the  fenymep  contiguous  to  them.  They 
pay,  in  the  fame  manner,  to  the  fmith  for  plough  irons,  and  woeing  of 
Itorfes,  though  they  fbould  not  find  it  their  intereft  to  plough  a  fuirow. 
The  mod  of  farms  are  likewife  thirled  to  a  particular  mill,  whether  con- 
tiguous to  them  or  not.  The  tenant  is  obliged  to  pay  multure  to  the 
miller,  that  is,  every  17th  peck  of  the  produce  of  his  farm,  even  though 
he  (hould  find  it  convenient  to  manufa&ure  his  grain  at  another  mill,  or 
lend  it  to  market. 
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this  parifti,  and  employed  in  coafting  trade.  But  a  much 
greater  number  pf  failors,  than  are  fufficient  to  man 
them,  are  conftantly  at  fea  on  board  of  other  veSela. 
The  moft  of  them  are  employed  in  herring  fifhing, 

Cbttrcb,  Stipend,  &c. — The  church  is  in  tolerable  re- 
pair. It  was  built  about  60  years  ago ;  but  now  too 
fmall  to  contain  the  inhabitants,  who  wifh  to  attend  di- 
vine fervice.  There  is  no  manfe  upon  the  glebe  ;  but 
Lord  Breadalbane  accommodates  the  minifter  with  a 
houfe.  The  glebe,  when  let,  paid  4I.  yearly  rent.  As  part 
of  it  has  been  lately  improved,  it  may  now  be  worth. 
double  that  fum.  The  ftipend  is  53I.  6s.  8d.  Sterling, 
without  any  vi&ual,  exclufive  of  100  merks  allowed  for 
communion  elements.  The  greateft  part  of  the  ftipend 
was  paid  in  meal  and  barley,  till,  in  1708,  a  procefs  of 
augmentation  commenced  ;  in  confequence  of  lyhich, 
the  vidua!  was  converted  to  money,  and  the  ftipend  ac- 
tually diminiihed,  inftead  of  being  augmented ;  and  in 
this  manner  it  continues.  Exclufive  of  vicarage  in  meal 
and  money,  the  vi&ual  then  paid  to  the  minifter,  was 
3  chalders  of  meal,  10  (tone  to  the  boll,  and  12  bolls  of 
barley,  equal  to  5  firlots,  .Linlithgow  zneafure,  to  the  bolL 
This  is  evident,  as  faiths  and  ferrymen  are  ft  ill  paid  at 
this  rate ;  and  feveral  yet  living  know,  that  the  minifter'j 
ftipend  confifted  of  the  fame  weight  and  meafure.  Con- 
vinced of  this,  Lord  Breadalbane  voluntarily  allows  the 
prefent  incumbent,  ao  1.  of  augmentation  yearly.  But; 
the  other  proprietors,  who  value  their  lands  juft  now, 
equal  to  one-third  of  the  parifh,  pay  only  4I.  18s.  yd* 
annually  to  the  minifter. 

Population— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 

population 
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population  in  i  -55,  wa3  1492.  In  the  month  of  Marcfe 
1793,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  2c6o.  In  1772^ 
the  number  was  about  1730, 

Number  of  males,  at  pre-  From*70  to  90,        -         57 

fent,  -  Z013  Number  of  families,      444 

■  females,  1047  Widows,  -  xoo 
Under  10  years  of  age,  595  Widowers,  -  1$ 
From  io  to  30  years  of  age,  Average   of  marriages  for 

818        xo  years  paft,     -      13^ 

■  30  to  50,  -  368  Average  of  births,  do.  58^ 
50  to  70,         .       222 

More  than  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  are  flate  qaajr- 
riers. 

State  of  the  Poor— About  joperfons  receive  fome  aid 
from  the  kirk-feffixm  yearly.  All  their  funds  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  confift  of  about  65 1  of  mortified  money  ;  the  inte- 
teft  of  which,  together  with  weekly  colle&ions  at  churchy 
amounts  to  24I.  or  25L  a-year.  This  (mall  fum  is  evi- 
dently very  inadequate  to  relieve  them.  They  are  al- 
lowed to  beg,  therefore ;  and  the  inhabitants,  who  are 
charitably  difpofed,  aflift  them  as  their  cijrcumftances  ca* 
afford. 

Schools.— In  this  parifh  there  are  3  public  fchools  ;  a> 
parochial  one,  fupported  by  a  (lent  of  valued  land,  and 
2  fchools,  fupported  by  the  Society  at  Edinburgh  far 
propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  At  thefe  3,  there 
arc  commonly  about  200  boys  and  girls,  taught  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  and  church  mufic. 

Horfes, 
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HorftM.  Black  Cattle,  &c. — Horfes  and  mares,  with 

their  followers,  kept  in  thofe  parifhes,  are  about,  180 

Black  catte,            .-                     -                 -  2003 

Milch  cows  included,             -             -        -  800 

Sheep,                              -                          -  70* 

Carts,                    «                                     •  Set 

Ploughs,                 -  SS 

Sheep,  till  of  late,  above,                -                -  3000 

Bat  farmers,  whofe  tenements  confift  chiefly  of  arable 
ground,  detached  and  fcatiered,  without  fufficient  endo- 
fares,  found  it  their  intereft  to  quit  them,  except  a  few* 
whofe  farms  are  more  ezteofive.  But,  if  they  had  fuf- 
ficient enclofures,  and  a  convenient  market,  Sir  John 
Sinclair's  plan  of  improvement,  by  railing  turnip,  and 
Tearing  (beep,  would  undoubtedly  foon  prove  very  bene- 
ficial to  this  country* 

Fijberusy  Sea-Fowl,  &c.— Great  (hoals  of  herring  are 
obferved  annually  upon  this  coaft,  in  the  months  of  Au- 
guft  and  September;  and  always  going  northward.  They 
feldom  ftay  long,  becaufe  of  the  rapid  currents  by  which' 
the  illands  are  interfered.  There  is  plenty  of  other 
kinds  of  fifh,  and  fea-fowl,  that  are  common  upon  tfre 
weftein  coaft  ;  falmon,  cod,  lyth,  and  feth  ;  fhellfim,  as. 
mufiel,  cockle,  lobfter,  fpouufiih,  and  oyfters ;  feals,  and 
otters,  are  numerous.  Small  whales,  likewife,  from  20 
to  74  feet  long,  are  frequently  feen.  A  variety  of  wild 
dock  frequent  this  country :  The  moll  numerous  of 
which  are,  the  widgeon,  that  appear  in  great  flocks  from 
Ac  end  of  harveft  till  the  month  of  March.  They  are  na- 
tives 
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lives  of  Norway  and  Sweden.    Thej  are  hot  equal  t* 
the  large  Scotch  duck,  in  fixe  or  quality  *. 

Mitterals.—By  feverat  experiments  made  fame  years 
ago,  by  Mr.  Rafp  the  nuneralift,  veins  of  lead  and  filver 
ore,  andlikewife  of  iron,  zinc,  copper,  and  copperas, 
were  difcovered  upon  Lord  Breadalbane's  property  in 
thisparifh;  but  not  in  fufficient  quantity  to  encourage 
she  expenfe  of  manufacturing. 

dktiquities.—Thett  is  to  antiquity  worthy  of  notice 
in  this  pariih,  except  the  ruins  of  a  or  3  buildings,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  ere&ed  by  the  Danes.  They  were 
not  only  ufed  as  places  of  defence  and  fafcty  in  time  of 
war ;  but  it  appears,  from  their  fituation,  in  view  of  one 
another,  that  they  ferved  as  watch  towers,  to  convey 
fignals,  and  alarm  the  coaft,  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
Thofe  forts  are  all  erefted  upon  rifing  ground,  that  com- 
mands an  extenfive  view  to  the  right  and  left  along  the 
coaft,  and  might  eafily  convey  fignals  by  fire.  The  ruins' 
of  fome  of  them  ftill  (how  their  strength  to  have  been 
•onfiderable ;  particularly  one  ere&ed  upon  the  Jtop  of  a 

hill, 

•  The  moft  remarkable  lea-fowl  to  be  Teen  here,  is  the  puffin.  It  is  a  fpc- 
•iesofduek,  of  a  gray  colour.  It  feldom  attempts  to  fly,  nor  are  thef 
wings,  which  are  very  fmali  and  baic,  capable  to  carry  its  weight  to  any 
•onfiderable  diftance.  It  is  aimoft  entirely  a  lump  of  fat,  and  taftes  of 
fifli.  The  wild  goofe  and  fwan  appear  frequently  during  the  winter,  but 
go  farther  N.  in  time  .of  hatching.  All  the  wild  and  tame  fowls,  com- 
monly feen  in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  are  frequently  feen  upon  this  coaft ; 
and  fome,  that  are  more  rare,  particularly  the  jackdaw,  with  red  bilr 
and  feet,  hatches  in  this  country.  We  have  no  foses,  though  they  were 
very  numerous  in  thofe  iflands  about  4?  years  ago.  Badgers  are  alfo  ba- 
nished. But  we  have  3  different  fpecies  of  wild-cat  ftill  remaining,  that? 
are  very  deftru&ive  to  lambs  and  poultry.  Thefe  are  the  common  wildK 
gat,  the  pole-cat,  and  martin*. 
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hill  In  the  farm  of  Ardinamir,  in  the  Ifland  of  Luing; 
part  of  the  wall,  from  8  to  10  feet  thick,  is  ftill  entire : 
And  though  ihany  of  the  Hones  have  keen  removed  to 
other  buildings,  the  quantity  yet  remaining,  is  very 
great,  and  {hows  that  the  ftrength  of  the  fort  was  much 
depended  on: 

Char  after  of tie People.— The  inhabitants,  in  general; 
are  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  any  country  in  hofpitality  and 
charity.  Many  exert  themfelves,  in  private,  to  relieve  their 
neighbours,  when  they  are  in  need  of  aid  ;  and  in  pub- 
lic, wherever  their  help  could  be  expefted,  their  contri- 
bution has  been  cheerful  and  liberal.  However,  though 
hofpitable,  they  are  jealous  of  ftrangers  rending  among 
them.  A  ftranger  refiding  in  the  country,  many  of  them 
look  upon  as  an  intrufion  and  encroachment  on  their 
right.  This  prejudice  is  a  legacy  left  by  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  which  length  of  time  only  can  abolifh.  All  the 
inhabitants  are  Proteftants.  There  are  no  fe&aries,  ex- 
cept a  few,  who  call  themfelves  Covenanters,  whofe  cha- 
rity is  not  very  extenfive.  Charity  with  them  is  con- 
fined to  the  household  of  faith  $  the  members  of  which 
they  are  at  no'lofs  to  diftinguiih,  and  evidently  find  them 
to  be  few; 
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NUMBER    XII. 

PARISH  of  KILFINICHEN  and  KILVICEUEtf, 

(CotfNTt  and  Synod  or  Argyll,  Presbytery  or 
Mull.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dugal  Campbell. 

Name,  Situation,  and  Extent* 

THE  feveral  parifhes  into  which  the  ifland  of  Afull 
was  divided  in  times  of  Popery,  were  all  united 
.  at  the  Reformation,  and  called  the  parifh  of  Mull.  It 
was  then  a  part  of  the  prefbytery  of  Lorn.  About  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  all  that  part  of  Mull  N.  of  the 
Tarbart  or  Ifthmus  at  Arofs  was  ere&ed  into  a  pariih, 
called  the  parifh  of  Kilninian.  The  reft  of  the  ifland  of 
Mull  continued  to  be  one  parifh  for  upwards  of  40  years 
after  this  period,  and  was  called  the  parifh  of  Rofs.  But 
being  too  extenfive  a  charge,  a  new  parifh  was  ere&ecf, 
called  the  parifh  of  Torafay.  What  remained  was  in 
writings  called  the  parifh  of  Kilfinichen  and  Kilviceuen, 
from  two  places  of  worfhip,  the  one  in  Airdmeanach, 
called  Kilfinichen,  and  the  other  in  Rofs,  called  Kilvi* 

ceiien.  $, 
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#euen;  but  in  the  country,  it  is  only  known  by  the 
»ame  of  the  parifh  of  Rofs,  from  a  large  diftrift  of  it 
fo  called.  This  very  extenfive  parifh  is  fituated  in  the 
S.  W.  part  of  the  ifland  of  Mull.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
E.  and  N.  E.  by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  which  feparates 
it  from  the  parifh  of  Torafay  ;  on  the  S.,  an  arm  of  the 
Atlantic,  which  runs  up  to  Lochaber,  feparates  it  from 
the  iflands  of  Colonfay,  Jura,  and  Ida,  and  the  main 
land  of  Argyllshire  \  on  the  W7  it  is  warned  by  the 
Atlantic ;  on  the  N.,  an  arm  of  the  fame  ocean,  called 
Lochrankeall,  fej>arates  it  from  the  parifh  of  Kilninian. 
In  Lochrankeall,  lie  the  iflands  of  Innis,  Kenneth  and 
Eorfa,  belonging  to  the  parifh,  and  the  iflands  of  Ulva 
and  Staffa,  belonging  to  the  parifh  of  Kilninian.  From 
the  parifli  of  Torafay  to  the  Sound  of  Icolmkill,  which 
is  its  greateft  length,  it  will  meafure  about  22  miles  in 
a  ftraight  line,  exclufive  of  the  Ifland  of  I.  or  Icolm- 
kill. Its  greateft  breadth,  when  it  meets  the  parifh  of 
Torafay,  is  about  12  meafured  miles. 

Divifion  of  the  Pari/b. — The  parifh  is  divided  into 
4  diftrifts,  the  ifland  of  I,  or  Icolmkill,  Rofs,  Brolafs, 
and  Airdmeanach.  The  3  diftri&s  firfl  mentioned,  lie  to 
the  S.  of  Lochfcridain,  an  arm  of  the  fea  that  runs  12 
miles  from  W.  to  E.  into  the  parifh  ;  and  the  fourth  dif- 
trift,  Airdmeanach,  lies  N.  of  Lochfcridain,  and  parallel 
to  Rofs  and  Brolafs.  The  ifland  of  I  lies  in  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  is  feparated  from  the  W.  point  of  Rofs  by  a  nar- 
rower channel,  called  the  found  of  I.  It  is  about  3 
meafured  miles  in  length,  and  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile 
in  breadth.  The  diftri&s  of  Rofs  and  Brolafs  are  near- 
ly of  equal  extent,  and  feparated  from  one  another  by  a 
ridge  of  hills,  of  no  great  height.  They  ftretch  in  a 
Y  2  lin% 
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line  from  the  found  of  I,  to  the  parifh  of  Tora&y,  of 
about  22  meafured  miles,  which,  as  already  mentioned, 
is  the  greateft  length  of  the  parifh.  Their  -breadth  is  from 
3  to  6  meafured  miles.  Airdmeanach  joins  Brolafs  at  th* 
head  of  Lochfcridain,  and  is  about  12  meafured  miles  iq 
length,  and  from  3  to  6  meafured  miles  in  breadth. 

Soil  and  Surface. — The  parifh,  in  general,  prcfents  a> 
yery  barren  afpeft.  Part  of  it  is  flatf  but  the  greateft 
part  is  hilly,  and  better  calculated  for  grazing  than  foe 
railing  of  crops.  The  ifland  of  I  is  fiat,  confiding  of 
heath,  green  pasture,  rocks,  and  arable  ground.  The 
arable  grpund  is  very  fertile.  Rofs  is  flat,  except  whern 
it  marches  with  Brolafs.  The  greateft  part  of  the  fur. 
face  is  mofs  and  heath  ;  clayey  and  fandy  foil  make  up 
the  arable  land,  except  where  it  marches  with  Brolafs, 
where  the  foil  is  thin  and  light.  The  grafs  is  in  gene- 
ral foft  and  good,  and  even  the  heath  of  this  diftrid  is 
reckoned  good  feeding  for  cattle.  The  arable  land  is 
fertile.  Brolafs  has  a  northern  expofure,  rifing  in  a 
gentle  afcent  from  Lochfcridain.  The  (oil  is  light,  dry, 
and  reckoned  barren.  The  greateft  part  of  the  furface 
confifts  of  heath  and  rocks.  The  part  of  this  diftricl 
{hat  faces  the  S  ,  called  Carfaig  and  Tinmore,  producef 
good  foft  grafs  for  pafture.  Airdmeanach  faces  the  S.. 
rifing  to  a  confiderable  height  from  Lochfcridain.  The 
foil  and  furface  arc  fimilar  to  Brolafs.  A  part  of  this 
diftrift,  called  Gribun^  faces  the  N.,  in  which  the  arable 
land  is  fertile,  and  the  grafs  foft  and  good.  Adjacent 
to  Gribun  is  the  fertile  little  ifland  of  Innis  Kenneth. 
In  a  parifh  fo  very  extenfive,  there  arc  many  tfeoufand 
acres ;  but  though  it  has  been  furvcyed  to  a  trifle,  the 
incumbent  could  not  get  a  copy  of  the  furvey. 

Airif 
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Air,  Difeafes,  &c. — The  air  of  the  parifii  is  very 
temperate,  but  rather  mpift,  arifing  from  its  being  ei- 
ther  furroun4ed  by  the  Atlantic,  or  the  high  hills  which, 
feparate  it  from  the  parifli  of  Torafay.  The  inhabitants, 
are  healthy,  and  attain  to  great  age.  Even  in  Rofs^ 
which  is  low  and  marfliy,  the  inhabitants  are  healthy 
and  long-lived.  For  though  a  great  deal  of  rain  falls^ 
jet  the  gales  from  the  mountains  purify  the  air,  an4 
contribute  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  Few  difeafe* 
are  known  except  fevers,  which  are  in  general  brought 
from  the  low  country,  by  labourers  returning  frpm  the 
harveft  and  other  works  they  are  employed  in  during 
the  fummer  and  harveft,  The  ifland  of  I  is  an  excep- 
tion. The  inhabitants  are  not,  long-lived.  Few  pafs 
70  years.  The  aflhraa  is  very  frequent  among  them. 
This  may  arifc  not  only  from  the  damp  vapours  of  the 
Atlantic,  but  alfo  from  the  great  quantities  of  fua-ware 
caft  a/hore,  and  allowed  to  rot,  which  occaiions  a  very 
pffenfive  frr} ell,  particularly  in  fummer.  The  havock 
made  formerly  by  the  (mall  pox  is  now  by  inoculation 
moftly  done  away.  The  inhabitants  of  I,  Rofs,  and  Brolafs, 
inoculate  their  children;  but  the  people  of  Airdmeanach 
have  not  as  yet  got  over  their  ptejudices,  which  occa- 
sions the  lofs  not  only  of  many  young  children,  but  fome- 
times  of  grown  perfons. 

Lakes  and  Rivers. — Three  in  "Qn  fide  ruble  lakes  In  Rofa 
are  the  only  ones  in  the  whole  parifh ;  the  large  ft  of  them 
is  not  above  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  about  half  a 
mile  in  breadth.  In  thefe  there  is  no  kind  of  fifh  ex- 
cept trouts.  There  are  6  rivers  in  Brolafs  and  Aird. 
meanach  \  but  hiving  no  lakes,  for  their  fourcc,  and  th£ 
/un  fliort,  they  are  not  considerable,  except  in  time  of 

rain  $ 
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rain  ;  then  a  great  quantity  of  water  is  rolled  down  t\\% 
fides  of  the  hills  with  prodigious  force  „  the  banks  are 
overflown,  and,  having  no  bridges,  it  is  dangerous  for 
travellers  to  attempt  to  crofs  them  either  a-foot  or  on 
hbrfe-back,  and  often  they  cannot  be  crofted  either  way. 
The  incumbent  has  crofled  them  both  a-foot  and  on 
horfe-back,  often  at  a  great  rifle,  and  has  been  flopped  by 
them  for  24  hours  more  than  once,  though  within  a  few 
miles  of  his  own  houfe.  There  have  been  fome  perfen* 
loft  in  thefe  rivers,  but  none  fince  the  inbumbent  was 
fettled  in  the  parifh.  Befides  thefp  rivers,  there  is  a 
number  of  rivulets  that  fwell  in  times  of  rain,  and  can- 
not be  crofled.  In  times  of  rain  alfo,  a  thoufand  ftreami 
fall  down  the  rocks  of  Burg,  and  the  rocks  at  Inimore 
and  Carfaig.  Burg  is  a  head  land  of  Airdmeanach,  fa- 
cing the  Atlantic  to  the  W.,  and  is  feveral  miles  in  cir- 
cuit. Inimore  and  Carfaig  form  a  continued  ridge  of 
5  or  6  miles  in  length,  facing  the  S.  channel.  Thefe 
rocks  being  in  fome  places  perpendicular,  and  in  all 
places  nearly  fo,  and  fome  hundreds  of  feet  in  height, 
the  ftreams  rufhing  from  the  tops  to  the  bottoms  form 
very  magnificent  cafcades ;  and  if  a  high  wind  blow 
againfl  thefe  ftreams,  the  water  is  raifed  up  in  column^ 
Jike  fmoke  to  the  ikies. 

Sea  Coaft — In  a  parifh  of  fuch  extent,  almoft  fur- 
rounded  by  the  fea,  and  indented  by  its  arms,  and  to 
which  belong  many  fmall  iflands,  befides  the  ifland  of  I 
it  is  not  exaggeration  when  the  coaft  is  computed  to  be 
at  leaft  a  hundred  miles.  The  {bores  may  be  called  bold 
and  rocky  throughout  almoft  their  whole  extent.  Upon 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  parifh  there  is  only  one  creek  in 
Rofs,  called  Portuifg,en,  where  a  veffel  of  about  30  tons 
jnay  anchor,  but  not  in  fafety  if  the  weather  be  ftonny. 

Ufoi| 
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Upon  the  Rofs  fide  of  the  found  of  I,  there  are  two 
creeks,  the  one  called  the  Barachan,  and  the  other  Poll-* 
tairre  or  the  Boll  pond,  where  veflels  of  confiderable 
bnrden  may  anchor  in  great  fafety,  with  proper  pilots* 
There  is  a  fand  bank  in  the  found  of  I,  near  mid  channel, 
fo  that  veflels  pafling  through  it,  muft  keep  within  one 
third  channel  of  the  ifland  of  I.  Loch-lahich  lies  £•  of 
the  Sound  of  I,  at  the  diftance  of  about  3  miles.  An 
ifland,  or  rock,  at  the  entrance,  muft  be  kept  by  a  vef- 
fel  entering  the  loch  upon  the  ftarboard  quarter ;  but 
with  a  leading  wind  a  veflel  may  fafely  enter  between 
this  fmall  ifland  and  the  Rofs  land  on  the  W.,  as  this 
channel,  though  narrow,  is  deep,  and  free  of  rocks.  After 
entering  the  loch,  a  fmall  ifland  at  the  bottom  of  it  muft 
be  kept  upon  the  larboard.  Between  this  ifland  and  the 
main  land,  veflels,  in  general,  anchor,  though  there  is  no 
danger  in  anchoring  in  any  part  of  the  loch.  This  loch 
runs  about  2  miles  from  N.  to  S.  into  Rofs,  and  is  one 
of  the  fafeft  anchorages  about  the  ifland  of  Mull.  A 
fmall  arm  of  it  running  W.,  and  called  Lochcoal,  is  too 
mallow  for  any  veflel  to  anchor  in.  The  whole  of  Loch- 
fcridain  may  be  called  a  road,  but  the  beft  anchoring 
ground  is  at  Kilfinichen,  and  another  place  at  the  heads 
of  the  loch,  called  the  Narrows,  where  veflels  may  ride 
in  fafety  from  all  ftorms.  The  head  land  of  Burg  in 
Airdmeanach,  and  the  whole  of  the  north  coaft  of  the 
lame  diftrid,  is  very  dangerous.  The  coaft  is  bold,  full 
of  rocks,  and  no  harbour. 

Fijb  and  Fijberies. — Great  fnoals  of  various  kinds  of 
fiih  furround  all  the  coafts  of  the  parifli ;  fuch  as  her* 
rings,  cod,  ling,  mackarel,  laith,  codling,  feth,  girnot, 
rock- fiih,  or  fea-parch,  Sec.     Of  flat  fifli,  there  are  floun- 
ders, 
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ders,  plaice,  foles,  turbot,  fcates,  &c.  The  &eH  fifli  are; 
byfters,  clams;  cockles,  mtifiels,  wilks,  crabs,  partons; 
lobfters,  and  various  others.  Seals  frequent  the  coafts. 
Purposes  often,  and  fometiriies  whales,  come  after  the 
herrings*  To  render  beneficial  to  the  natives  this  boun- 
ty which  providence  freely  offered  them  at  their  very 
doors,  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  fome  years  ago,  divided  a  farm 
inRofs,  convenient  for  the  white  fifhing;  into  a  number  of 
crofts.  Here  his  Grace  fettled  fome  families  of  country 
people ;  and  to  inftruft  them  in  curing  the  filh  properly; 
he  brought,  at  a  confiderable  expenfe,  fome  families  of 
ft/hers  from  Shetland,  and  other  parts  of  the  north,' 
which  he  fettled  among  them.  He  gave  them  all  the 
moil  liberal  terms:  He  diftributed  the  crofts  among 
them  at  a  low  rent  ;  provided  them  with  boats  and  lines' 
gratis,  built  a  ftorehoufe  for  the  fifh,  and  grinded  meai 
for  their  ufe.  In  fliort,  he  provided  them  with  every 
neceffary,  that  their  attention  might  be  folely  taken  up 
with  the  fi&ing.  But  ftill  the  fiihing  by  no  means  an- 
fwered  the  expectations  that  might  be  reafonably  enter- 
tained of  its.  fuccefs.  The  filhers  complained;  with  juf- 
tice,  of  the  rigour  of  the  fait  laws,  and  the  great  diftance 
between  them  and  Oban,  the  nearcfl  cuftomhonfe,  where 
often,  by  bad  weather,  they  were  long  detained  front 
their  families.  But  what  rendered  their  fituation  ftill 
worfe,  was  tfce  low  price  of  fifh,  and  the  little  demand. 
His  Grace,  to  obviate  as  much  as  poffible  thefe  inconve- 
nicnecs,  got  an  overfeer  from  Shetland,  gave  the  filhers? 
a  certain  fixed  price  for  their  fifh  ;  but,  if  it  drew  more 
it  market,-  they  were  to  have  the  overplus  j  and,  if  lefs, 
he  alone  was  to  be  the  lofer.  He  alfo  ftored  fah  for 
their  ufe,  for  which  the  overfeer  alone  was  to  be  anfwer- 
able  to  the  cuftomhci;&.  Eut  after  every  exertion,-  bra 
4  Grace's 
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Grace's  benevolent  and  patriotic  intentions  are,  in  aman- 
ner  fruftrated,  and  the  profpe&  of  employing,  in  this 
branch  of  induftrj,  the  many  idle  hands  in  the  country 
with  benefit  to  themfelves,  and  to  the  community,  is 
nearly  vanifhed.  The  fifliing  anfwered  not  the  idea  en- 
tertained of  the  fuccefs  that  would  attend  it ;  and  after  a 
deal  of  money  funk  by  hid  Grace,  it  is  now  followed  on- 
ly, as  a  by-job  *; 

Various  caufes  might  be  affigned  for  the  failure  of  the 
fifliing  in  Rofs  ;  and  the  few  that  follow,  the  incumbent 
offers,  with  the  greateft  diffidence  of  his  own  ability  to 
judge  in  fuch  a  cafe.  The  idea  entertained  by  the  fifli- 
ermen  of  the  great  flioah  of  filh  upon  the  coaft,  and  the 
great  profit  they  were  to  have,  were  too  fanguine ;  and 
and  when  they  were,  in  fome  degree,  dif appointed,  they 
were  too  foon  difcouragerf.  The  wfcnt  of  markets  alfo, 
for  other  kinds  of  fifli  that  were  caught  in  great  plenty, 
was  a  misfortune  that  could  not  be  helped,  as  there  was 
no  town  in  the  neighbourhood  to  take  their  fifh  off  their 
'  hands.  Even  the  crofts,  which  the  fifhermen  had  from 
the  bounty  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  which  they  could 
not  want  in  fuch  a  country,  hurt  the  fifliing.  The  firft 
years  they  took  fome  time  to  accommodate  themfelves  in 
houfes,  Sec. ;  and  the  feafon  for  labouring  the  crofts  was 
Vol.  XIV;  Z  the 

*  This  failure  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  it  may  <li (courage  the 
Duke  of  Argyll  from  giving  any  further  encouragement  to  a  fcheme 
that  anfwered  fo  ill  upon  trial.  It  is  particularly  unlucky  upon  account 
of  the  country,  as  the  nfliing  would  bring  mercy  into  it ;  and  no 
people  are  better  calculated  for  the  fifhirg  than  the  natives.  Accuftomed 
to  boats  from  their  infancy,  by  the  almoft  infular  fitiwtion  of  the  pa- 
riih,  they  pefs  through  the  boifterous  feas  furroaoding  its  coafts,  with  as 
much  intrepidity,  (kill,  and  fuccefs,  as  the  natives  of  Shetland.  They 
Were  even  at  the  firft  outfet  as  fuccefsful  in  fifhing,  and,  in  a  little 
ttott*,  cured  equally  well  as  thefe  expert  fifhermen. 
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the  beft  for  the  cod  fifhing  in  particular.  ,  Upon  the  pr*» 
dace  of  them,  the  natives  could  live,  in  fome  meafurer 
independent  of  the  fifhing,  and  the  north  country  fifhers 
were  fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  whatever  be- 
came of  the  fiihing*  The  ieafonfc  alio  were  fo  very  fe- 
vere  and  ftormy,  that  it  was  always  too  late  before  the 
cod  fifhing  could  be  begun.  The  firft  year  they  began* 
it  is  true,  the  ift  of  April,  and  the  next,  it  may  be  faid,  • 
it  was  the  ift  of  May  before  a  line  was  fet.  But  what- 
ever may  be  in  thefe  observations,  the  caufe  affigned  by 
the  fifhermen,  which  was  fcarcity  of  fi(h,  may  be  the  true 
one.  though  this  might  be  remedied  in  good  feafons^  by 
going  to  the  coaft  of  Tay,  which  is  only  at  the  diftance 
of  8  or  9  leagues,  and  where  the  people,  of  Bara  get  plea* 
ty  of  fiflu 

It  would  be  unpardonable  to  omit  mentioning  the  en* 
couragement  given  to  the  white  fifhing  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  John  Campbell:  of  the  marines.  I"his  gentle- 
man rents  a  farm,  from  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  adjacent  to 
the  fifhing  village.  Being  well  acquainted  with  mod 
parts  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  befides  vifiting  many  foreign 
countries  in  the  courfe  of  his  fervice  in  the  navy,  he  faw 
with  regret,  how  much  his  countrymen  negle&ed  making 
the  beft  ufe  of  the  advantages  they  enjoyed.  He  there- 
fore refolved  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  he  could,  with  the 
humane  intentions  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  He  fitted  out 
a  boat,  manned  it  with  natives,  and,  except  a  little  flfh 
for  his  own  table,  received  no  other  benefit.  Bnt  though 
they  were  as  fuccefsful  as  the  other  boats,  they  dropped 
the  fifhing.  Perhaps  the  abfence  of  the  Colonel,  who  is 
called  upon  again  to  ferve  his  country,  difcouraged  them* 
This  was  a  lofs  to  the  jiftung  in  general :  For  the  fifhers 
looked  upon  him  as  their  particular  friend ;  applied  to 
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3*im  for  their  wants  in  the  abfence  of  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
.gyll's  chamberlain ;  and,  in  all  their  disputes,  lpoked  up 
■to  him  as  to  an  impartial  judge. 

For  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  curious,  an  abftraft  is  here 
given  of  the  number  and  kinds  of  fifh  caught  for  a  years, 
the  time  the  fifliing  began  yearly,  and  the  time  it  was 
given  up.  This  abftrad  was  furniihed  by  the  overfeer 
Appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  In  the  year  1789, 
5  boats  were  employed,  and  4  in  the  year  1790.  They 
&(hed  in  water  from  25  to  80  fathoms  deep. 


.1. 


u* 


i 


s 


Boat  1. 
f  Men. 
Joaia. 

4  Men. 
float*. 

5  Men. 
ioat4. 
5  Mcd. 
Boats. 
3  Men. 


April  1. 
Ditto  8 
Ditto  9. 


»34* 


I2ZI 

746 

585 
68l 

3*1 


416 

289 

345 
120 


3»4  5** 


6    j  1*5* 

?         \     J344 

Ditto  97.  — —   16*16 
May  a.     |  3        687 
Tikis  year  the  fifliing  was  continued  to  July  25, 

jjkftraB  o/FiJbing  fir  the  year  17  JO. 

1 


39° 

258 
103 


I 


9 
a 


3. 


i 


498 
353 

3*» 
*4* 


Boat  1.  7 

n.  J 


April  7. 

Ditto  15. 

Ditto  16. 

May  2. 

Ended     6th  July. 


4  Men 
Boat  a.  I 

5  Men.  5 
3©at  3.  7 
<  Men.  C 
Boat  4.  I 
5  Men.  J 


1078 
620 

397 
5" 


477 
455 
3*3 

424 


i5« 

141 

104 

89 


278 
164 
119 
"7 


7«4 
482 
462 
4*« 


This  year  the  ift  boat  fitted  only  4  days  before  the  ift  of  May,  ad 
♦»*  3«*>/">  sad  the  3d.  boa*  only  %  days. 

Z  2  It 
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It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  a  lochs,  or  umg  of 
the  £ea,  indent  the  parifli ;  the  one  called  Lochfcridair, 
and  the  other  Lochlahich.  Lochfcridair  abounds  in  her- 
ring of  the  moil  excellent  quality.  In  the  year  x  792,  hun- 
dreds of  veflels  might  be  loaded,  but  want  of  intelligence 
prevented  the  hufles  from  coming  in  till  late  in  the  fea- 
fon.  The  country  people  killed  great  quantities.  At 
firft,  the  hundred  was  fold  from  6d.  to  8d  :  it  fell  gradu- 
dually  to  ad. :  at  laft  fome  rotted  from  want  of  fait,  an} 
it  was  entirely  given  up  for  the  feaibn*  In  the  year 
1793,  many  bufies  were  loaded  in  this  loch.  The  her- 
ring of  Lochlahich  is  not  of  fo  good  a  quality,  nor  was 
any  great  quantity  got  there  in  any  one  year  fince  the 
incumbent  was  fettled  in  the  pariih.  From  the  fituation 
of  thefe  two  lochs,  Lochfcridair  and  Lochlahich,  and  the 
different  quality  of  the  herring  caught  in  them,  one 
would  be  apt  to  doubt  the  generally  received  hypothecs 
of  the  annual  migration  of  the  herring  into  the  north 
feas,  and  the  flioals  returning  again  at  a  certain  feafon. 
If  the  herring,  fuppofe  only  from  thefe  two  lochs,  mi- 
grated to  the  north  feas,  as  the  herring  of  Lochfcridair 
mult  pafs  by  Lochlahich,  they  would,  in  all  probability, 
mix  before  their  return,  and  fome  of  the  fat  herring  of 
the  one  loch  would  mix  with  the  poor  herring  of  the 
other.  But  this  is  never  the  cafe.  But  if  the  herring 
migrated,  why  not  the  herring  of  every  loch  equally 
good  at  firft,  and  make  their  appearance  earlier  in  the 
northern  than  in  the  fouthern  lochs  ?  Some  fifliers  in 
the  pariih  pretend  to  fay,  that  jhe  herring  never  leave 
the  lochs,  but,  after  fpawning,  go  to  the  bottom,  where 
they  remain,  till  they  gather  flrength  enough  to  encoun- 
ter the  ftreams  *. 

Sea 

•  Before  the  fubjecl  of  the  tithing  is  dropped,  it  may  be  proper  to  ofc- 
enre  the  hardihip  the  country  people  fuffer  from  the  fait  laws,  both  as  to 

the 
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Sea  Ware  for  Manure  and  Keif. — Upon  every  part  of 
the  coaft,  there  are  various  kinds  of  fea- weeds,  or  fea- 
ware,  or  wrack,  as  it  is  called,  both  for  manure  and 
kelp,  fuch  as  button  wrack,  lady  wrack,  black  ware, 
tangle,  &c*  Every  kind  of  fea-ware  is  ufed  for  manure, 
and  is  found  to  anfwer  the  foil  beft,  probably  from  the 
great  quantity  of  fait,  fea-ware  contains,  and  the  cold  na- 
ture of  the  foil.  Sea- ware  is  the  only  manure  that  an- 
swers mofly  ground.  Indeed,  for  this  it  is  excellent :  It 
produces  crops  from  the  deeped  mofs.  Button  wrack^ 
and  lady  wrack,  are  beft  for  kelp,  and  the  only  kindb 

the  herring  and  white  fifhing.  Every  kind  of  fifhing  muft  be  partially 
carried  on  by  them;  that  is,  they  can  only  fifh  when  not  throng  at  theic 
farming.  But  even  this  partial  fifhing,  they  are  reftrained  from  by  the 
fait  laws ;  for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  a  man  will  go  40  or  50  miles  to 
a  cuftomhoufc  for*  a  few  bafkets  of  fait,  ami  return  again  to  the  fame  cuX- 
tomhoufe  with  the  little  fifh  he  has  cured,  or  peihaps  with  his  little 
fait,  without  any  fifh  at  all.  Country  people  alfo,  never  will  go  to  a  dif- 
tdiit  cuilomhoufe  for  fait,  till  the  herring  appear  in  the  lochs,  for  fear,  as 
oi't en  happens,  the  fifliing  may  fail ;  and  that  having  no  proper  place  to 
keep  the  fait,  it  may,  in  different  ways  be  embezzled,  and  they  incur  all 
the  penalties  of  the  fait  laws.  When  the  herring  appear,  the  weather  may 
be  bad,  the  di (lance  to  a  cuftomhoufe  great,  the  fait  damaged  in  their  open 
boats,  and  the  herring,  in  a  great  meafure,  difappear,  or,  at  leaft,  much 
Tamable  time  loft  before  they  return  home  to  the  fifhing.  There  is  a  cuf- 
f  omhonfe  in  Tobermory  in  Moll ;  but  the  Oban  cuftomhoufe  is  as  near  the 
the  parilh  of  R.06.  The  cafe  is  nothing  better  as  to  fmnggled  fait.  The 
Smugglers  will  at  all  times  endeavour,  by  high  prices,  to  indemnify  them. 
felves  for  the  riik  they  run  ;  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  their  prices  are  very 
high.  The  incumbent  was  told,  that,  in  1792,  it  was'  fold  in  forae  parts 
of  the  country  at  a  guinea  the  barrel  t  But,  however  low  (muggled 
fait  may  be  in  price,  no  fifh  cured  with  it  can  be  fold  in  open  mar- 
ket.  If  fait  were  duty  free,  all  thefe  grievances  would  be  done  away,  and 
farmers  and  cottagers  would  cure  fifh,  not  only  for  their  own  private  ufe, 
but  alfo  for  fale.  The  incumbent  does  not  pretend  to  fay,  what  would  be 
fceft  for  the  herring  bunes.  In  ail,  he  fays,  he  had  only  in  view  the  conn- 
pry  people. 
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tried,  unlefs  the  prue  be  very  high.  Except  thefc  tw^ 
kinds,  every  other  is  very  e^penfive  }n  manufacturing,  and 
produces  but  little  kelp.  The  quantity  of  kelp  made  in 
(he  parifli,  varies  according  to  the  price  it  draws.  When 
the  price  was  high,  and  every  kind  of  fea-ware  ufed, 
there  were  from  130  to  150  tons  made  annually  ;  but  the 
price  falling  greatly  in  1791,  there  were  not  probably  70 
tons  made  the  following  year  in  the  whcue  parith.  Then 
the  price  was  fo  low,  and  the  wages  of  manufacturers  fo 
Ugh,  that,  in  many  parts,  even  the  button  wrack  was 
vfed  for  manure.  The  price  of  no  commodity  in  the 
fountry  varies  fo  much  as  that  of  kelp.  It  fometimes 
rifes  to  81.  the  ton,  and  fometimes  falls  as  low  as  50  s. 
Various  reafons  are  afligned  for  the  late  fall  in  the  price 
of  kelp ;  fuch  as  kelp  imported  from  foreign  countries, 
and  other  fubftitutes  ufed  now  where  kelp  was  ufed  for~ 
ffierly.  The  buyers  alfo  complained,  that,  in  manufac- 
turing the  kelp,  (tones  and  fand  were  mixed  with  it. 
which,  befides  the  lofs  of  weight  to  the  buyers,  hurt  alfo 
the  quality  of  it.  Though  this  abufe  was  by  no  means 
carried  to  the  height  complained  of  by  the  buyers,  and 
only  by  a  few  individuals,  yet  it  undoubtedly  atfe&ed 
the  price  of  kelp.  The  buyer .,  however,  ought  to  oh- 
ftrve,  that  fand  fticks  to  the  fea-ware,  and  that  fome 
done*  will  mix  with  it  in  the  manufacturing  kilns,  in 
fpite  of  all  the  care  and  attention  of  the  manufacturers. 
The  Duke  of  Argyll,  upon  being  informed  of  this  com- 
plaint,  gave  or  ers  to  his  chamberlain  to  intimae  to  hk 
Grace's  tenants,  and  all  the  kelp  manufacturers  upon  his 
eftate,  th  t  whoever  was  found  guilty  of  adulterating 
the  kelp,  would  find  no  fhelter  upon  his  eftate,  and  that 
they  would  be  profecuted  and  puniJhed  as  far  as  the  law 
would  admit.    Thi*  will  have  a  good  effe&  upon  his 
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Grace's  eftate,  and  is  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  High- 
land proprietors  of  Jcelp  fliores.  Kelp  is  of  great  confe- 
rence to  the  Highlands  in  particular,  and  of  fome  to  tbe 
kingdom  in  general.  The  manufacturing  of  it  employs 
many  of  the  natives ;  the  price  it  draws  brings  money  to' 
tbe  country,  which  is  again  circulated  through  the 
kingdom  at  large,  and  keeps  that  money  in  the  kingdom, 
which  is  fent  to  foreign  countries  to  purchafe  kelp,  and 
fitch  materials  as  may  be  fubflitutes  for  Highland  kelp. 
If  patriotifm  does  not  roufe  the  proprietors,  their  own  in- 
tereft  ought.  The  commodities  of  the  country  are  but 
few  ;  and  of  thefe  the  beft  uie  ought  to  be  made.  " 

Mountains  and  Volcanic  Appearances.  — The  only 
mountains  are  thofe  that  divide  the  parifh  from  that  of 
Torafay  The  moft  remarkable  of  thefe  is  Beinmbre. 
This  k  the  higheft  mountain  in  Mull,  and  rifes  to  a 
great  height.  Such  as  have  been  at  the  top,  fay,  the 
view  is  very  extenfive,  and  that  in  a  clear  day  Ireland 
may  be  feen  from  it.  The  headland  of  Burg  rifes  to  a 
confiderable  height  fix  ni  the  fea,  and  is  pretty  much  of 
a  conical  form.  All  the  mountains  and  hills  in  the 
country  are  covered  with  heath.  In  many  parts  of  the 
parifh,  there  are  Bafaltic  pillars,  like  thofe  of  Staffe, 
but  not  fo  large,  fo  regular,  nor  fo  elegant.  Many 
broken  pillars  appear  in  the  headland  of  Burg,  in  a 
farm  of  Rofs,  called  Ardtan,  and  in  many  parts  of  Bro- 
lafs,  and  more  particularly  in  Inimore  facing  the  S. 
Channel.  In  this  laft  place,  tbe  rocks  rife  almoft  per* 
pendicular  from  the  fea  to  a  great  height.  In  the  face 
of  thefe  rocks  the  pillars  appear.  In  fome  parts  there 
are  4  ranges  ;  in  others  5  ranges  of  fmall  pillars  appeal^ 
with  ftrata  of  rock  between  each  range*    The  pillar* 
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are  finall*  nor  are  the  ranges  very  regular.  Seams  of 
coals  appear  in  fome  places.  Taking  the  whole  to- 
gether, the  appearance  is  very  pi&urefqne,  particularly 
in  times  of  ftorms  and  of  rain,  when  the  fea  rages  be- 
low, and  numberlefs  cafcades  fall  precipitately  down  the 
precipices  and  broken  rocks  above.  Some  travellers 
greatly  admire  the  appearance  of  this  fcene,  and  allege, 
that  the  pillars  here,  and  at  the  other  places  mentioned, 
are  the  effects  of  volcanoes,  or  fome  violent  concuffion  of 
die  earth. 

Rods  and  Stones. — There  are  rocks  and  (tones  of  va- 
rious kinds  in  the  parifh,  fuch  as  marble,  granite,  free- 
ftone,  lime-ftone,  moor-ftone  or  whin-ftone,  flags  and 
pebbles.  A  marble  quarry  was  opened  fome  years  ago, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  in  the 
ifland  of  I,  which  is  his  Grace's  property.  A  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  marble  was  quarried,  and  fent  t# 
Leith  and  London  ;  but,  after  much  money  was  laid  out, 
the  quarry  was  given  up,  for  fome  time  at  leaft.  The 
marble  is  faid  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  The  whole 
coaft  of  Rofs,  upon  the  found  of  I,  id  granite  for  feveral 
miles.  No  ufe  is  made  of  it,  except  in  building  farm- 
houfes  and  walls.  There  is  lime-ftone  in  Carfaig  and 
Gribun  ;  but  both  thefe  coafts  are  fo  dangerous  for  Hup- 
ping, that  no  ufe  is  made  of  it.  Free-ftone  is  alfo  found 
in  Carfaig  of  excellent  quality.  Some  of  it  is  ufed  by 
feveral  gentlemen  in  the  county  for  their  houfes.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  rocks  of  Rofs  confifls  of  flags,  that 
might  ferve  to  excellent  purpofe  lor  arching  of  bridges^ 
The  only  ufe  they  are  put  to  in  the  country  is  lintels 
jbr  doors  aad  windows,  and  building  farm-houfes  and 

walls« 
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traits.     Pebbles  are  found  in  the  ifland  of  I,  of  which 
leak  and  fleeve-buttons  are  made. 

Mines. — Coals  appear  in  different  parts  of  the  pariA, 
There  is  a  feam  about  3  feet  thick  in  a  hill  called  Bein* 
an-Ini.  Sir  Alexander  Murraj  of  Stanhope,  early  in 
this  Century,  purchafed  the  hill  for  the  fake  of  the  coals. 
He  began  to  work  them,  but  his  affairs  getting  into 
diforder,  he  was  obliged  to  flop  the  1vork.  Sir  James 
Riddel  of  Ardnamurchan,  who  is  now  proprietor,  made 
a  trial  fome  years  ago  ;  but,  after  fome  coals  were  dug, 
he  alio  gave  up  the  work.  Different  (kilful  perfons 
have  been  viewing  it  fince  ;  but  what  opinion  they  had 
of  it,  is  not  publickly  known.  The  quality  of  the 
coals  is  faid  to  be  good;  A  feam  of  about  18  inches 
thick,  appears  upon  the  fea  coaft  of  Rofc,  the  property 
of  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  No  trial  has  been  made  here  ; 
and  the  reafon  probably  is;  that  the  feam  would  not  an- 
fwer.  His  Grace  fent  a  Ikilful  perfon  to  view  it.  The 
incumbent  dug  fome  of  the  coals;  and  they  burnt  very 
well.  Coals  alfo  appear  in  Brolafs  and  Gribun,  the 
property  of  Captain  M'Lean  of  Kinlochalvin. 

Lightnings— in  high  countries,  the  hills  and  moun- 
tains attracting  the  lightning,  it  feldom  does  any  hurt 
in  the  low  ground  ;  and  the  damage  it  has  done  in  this 
pariih  deferves  to  be  mentioned  only  as  an  exception 
from  this  general  rule.  Many  years  before  the  incum- 
bent was  fettled  in  the  pariih,  a  gentleman  in  Rofs  loft 
%  horfes  by  lightning.  Many  of  the  people  of  his  farm 
received  a  (hock,  but  were  not  hurt.  Not  many  years 
ago,  a  filly  was  killed  by  lightning  in  another  farm  in 
fcofc,  upon  the  found  of  I*    Some  of  the  people  of  the 
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farm  rece:ved  a  (hock,  and  fuch  as  were  (landing  at 
work  were  thrown  flat  on  the  ground-  In  the  begin- 
ning  of  barveft  1786,  feme  of  the  herring  fifhers  vat 
Lochfcridain  received  a  (hock  by  lightning,  but  felt  no 
inconvenience  from  it  afterward  It  is  (aid,  that  at' 
the  fame  time  feme  flieep  were  killed  by  it  in  Burg,  the 
headland  of  Airdmeanpch. 

Caves*— Among  the  many  caves  in  Airdmeanach  3 
only  deferve  to  be  mentioned.  One  is  called  the  Lad* 
der's  Cave.  There  is  a  paflage  to  this  cave  of  about  80 
feet,  open  above,  and  where  a  men  may  walk  abreaft. 
A  breaft-work  is  built  at  the  entrance  of  the  cave  as  a 
defence.  To  this  breaft-work  a  ladder  was  Handing  for 
people  to  get  over  it  to  the  cave  ;  from  which  circum- 
ftance  it  took  its  name.  Within  the  cave,  there  is  rodra 
for  about  80  armed  men.  Here  is  a  Iargp  flag,  which  is 
(aid*  to  be  ufed  as  a  table,  and  feme  other  conveniences. 
In  this  cavr,  tradition  fays,  people  took  {helter  in  times 
of  trouble.  The  other  cave  is  in  Gribun  in  Aird- 
meaneach,  and  is  ftill  much  more  capacious  than  the 
Ladder's  Cave.  It  took  its  name,  as  tradition  goes,  front 
a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  M*Kinnon  going  into  fearch 
for  the  bottom,  which  was  then  thought  impoffible  to  find, 
as  the  cave  was  fuppofed  to  go  quite  acrofs  the  country. 
M'Kinnon  went  in,  and  was  never  heard  of  again.  But 
the  cave's  being  bottomlefe,  or  going  acrofs  the  coun- 
try, is  without  foundation,  as  the  incumbent  faw  a  man 
who  alleged,  that  he  was  at  the  further  end,  and  fearch- 
ed  with  his  flick,  but  could  find  no  paflage  further  than 
he  was.  So  that  if  there  is  any  truth  in  M'Kinnonrs 
ftory,  he  mull  have  been  killed  by  people  who  took 
fhelter  in  the  cave  j  and  as  the  people  of  the  country 
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were  afraid  of  going  in  fearch  of  him,  the  ftory  fpread 
that  he  bewildered  himfelf  in  the  cave,  and  was  loft. 
People  might  alio  find  it  their  intereft  to  propagate  this 
ftory,  and  give  a  horrid  idea  of  the  cave,  as  it  was  ufed 
for  a  place  of  fliclter  in  troublefome  times.  -There  is  a 
cave  in  Inimore,  called  the  Nun's  Cave.  It  is  lingular 
in  nothing  but  its  being  the  habitation  of  nuns.  Tra- 
dition is  filent  as  to  the  time  tljev  lived  here ;  whether 
before  the  diffolution  of  the  nunnery  at  I,  or  whether 
they  flickered  themfelves  in  this  fequeftered  place  upon 
(hat  revolution's  taking  place.  Several  croffes  are  cut 
.  in  the  fides  of  the  cave,  but  the  initials  of  names  are 
modern. 

Quadrupeds  and  Birds. — The  only  wild  quadrupeds 
in  the  pariih  are  deer,  foxes,  and  rabbits.  The  rabbits 
may  be  called  ftrangers,  having  appeared  firft  within 
thefe  few  years.  The  deer  have  always  been  natives. 
In  harveft,  they  often  leave  the  mountains,  and  eat  the 
corns  in  the  low  grounds  of  Rofs  and  Brolafs  $  and,  in 
levere  winters,  they  have  been  known  to  mix  with  the 
black  cattle,  and  take  their  (hare  of  the  corn  with 
which  they  were  fed.  The  mountains  being  now  flock- 
ed with  fheep,  may,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  banilh 
them  from  the  ifland  of  Mull.  There  is  all  the  va- 
riety of  land-birds  found  in  the  pariih,  that  are  gene- 
rally met  with  in  other  parts  of  the  Highlands  ;  fuch  as 
eagles,  hawks,  kites,  wild  geefc,  pigeons,  moor  fowls, 
black  cocks,  tarmagaas,  Sec.  &c.  The  fea  fowls  are  as 
numerous  as  the  kinds  are  various  ;  fuch  as  cormorants, 
fcarts,  teels,  fcale  drakes,  ducks  of  various  kinds,  &cl 
"{lie  migratory  are  fwans,  fwallows,  cucj&oos,  lapwing, 
A  a  a  wood 
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yrood  cocks,  plovers,  folon  geefc,   curlews,  widgcqmu 

&c. 

Population.— The  return  to  Df.  Webfter  in  1-755  was 
1685  fouls  *.  There  was  a  partial  lift  taken  of  the  in* 
habitants  by  the  incumbent  in  March  1783.  This  lift 
was  only  exaft  as  to  the  iflanci  of  I,  in  which  there  were 
then  277  fouls.  The  increafe  of  population  in  that 
fmall  ifland,  from  the  period  mentioned  to  February 

*  There  are  no  certain  data  "by  which  a  comparifon  ran  be  drawn 
between  the  ancient  and  prefeat  ftate  of  the  population  of  the  parift. 
Tradition  is  uncertain,  and  there  was  no  regifter  of  any  kind  kept  no* 
til  the  prcfent  incumbent  was  fettled  in  the  year  1780.  Some  would 
conclude,  that  the  population  in  ancient  times  was  greater,  becaufe 
fome  fpots  in  tillage  are  now  covered  with  heath ;  and  fome  would  draw 
%  contrary  eoncluuen,  from  lands  being  brought  to  tillage  now  that  never 
-were  fo  before.  Bat  both  conctufions  are  fallacious.  Thefe  circnau 
fiances  depended  entirely  upon  the  pofleflbrt  of  t$e  fanne.  When  a 
gentleman  pofiefles  large  tradts,  he  allows  taods  formerly  in  tillage  to  lie 
lee  for  pafture,  which  is  foon  covered  with  heath ;  and  fmall  tenants,  if 
they  are  ftreitened  for  arable  ground,  bring  into  tillage  ground  that  ne- 
ver was  fo  before.  To  confirm  the  groat  population  of  ancient  tines 
\t  is  ftiid,  that  7  (core  men,  from  the  diftri&s  of  Ro&  and  I  alone,  were 
at  the  battle  of  Inverkeithing ;  but  thefe  2  districts  would  furntfh  fuch 
a  number  to-day  without  materially  hurting  agriculture.  The  only 
reafon  for  thinking  that  the  parilh  was  more  populous  in  former  times  fs, 
the  fmall  fpots  of  farms  into  which  the  country  was  divided.  But  what- 
ever  might  be  the  population  of  thefe  times,  it  is  certain,  that  there  ia 
a  great  increafe  of  inhabitants  fince  the  commencement  of  this  'century. 
*i"he  definitive  rage  with  which  the  civil  wars  were  carried  on  in  the 
time  of  Charles*  the  Firft,  and  a  famine  and  peftilence,  in  the  time  of 
Ring  William*  ajmoft  depopulated  the  whole  parifli.  In'  the  reign  of 
the  latter  Prince,  people  were  dying  for  want  upon  the  high  road,  and 
buried  where  they  breathed  their  laft,  as  the  few  furviving  relations  had 
neither  ftrength  nor  means  to  carry  them  to  the  common  burying  places. 
Upon  tift  whole  coaft  of  Brolars,  it  is  faid,  a  families  only  furtived,  and 
▼erywany  parts  of  the  other  diftri&i'  were  wafte.  King  William's  dap 
are  ftUl  temembered  with  horror. 
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119*9  a  fpace  of  near  9  year;,  was  46  fouls.  The  po-, 
pulation  of  the  reft  of  the  parifh,  particularly  Rofs,  in-, 
creafed  in  the  fame  proportion  *.  The  incumbent  got 
the  inhabitants  numbered  in  February  1791  ;  the  re- 
turn was  3002.  This  return  mull  have  been  exad,  *# 
the  name  of  every  perfon  was  written  down.  In  fuel* 
an  extenfive  parifh,  where  the  incumbent  could  not  exa- 
mine every  perfon  upon  the  fpot,  the  different  ages 
could  not  be  afcertained ;  only  in  the  ifland  of  I,  where 
the  fchoolmafter  marked  the  particular  ages  of  the  in-, 
habitants,  323  in  number,  and  are  as  follows :  Undec 
10  years  of  age,  79 j  between,  10  and  ao,  73;  between. 
33  and  50,  1389  between  50  aadtSo,  23;  between  6q 
&nd  7c,  5 ;  8of  l ;  85,  2  ;  above  100,  1.  Of  thefe  arn 
155  females,  and  168  males. — In  Rots,  where  there  are 
1240  fouls,  there  are  27  perfons  from  80  to  90  years  of 
age,  and  11  from  90  to  100.  The  precentor  is  about 
81,  and  a  tailor  by  trade  ;  be  is  ftiU  flout  and  heakbyl 
The  bellman  is  about  80 ;  he  waa  twics  married,  an* 
went  with  his  children  by  the  {epond  marriage,  j  i* 


*  The  reafon  of  the  increafe  of  population  in  this  paxifli  is  common 
f»  it  with  the  reft  t>f  the  Hebrides.  Few  leave  the  country,  if  they 
tan  procure  a  home,  which  it  eafily  built,  wkh  a  (pet  of  ground  for  crop, 
fpd  a  cow's  graft.  All  many  young,  and  being  healtby,  their  progeny 
is  numerous.  The  parents  alio,  that  their  children  might  (Settle  in  the 
country,  and  near  them,  often  (hire  their  lands  with  them,  whether 
male  or  female.  There  is  another  reafon  why  population  lhould  rncreafe 
upon*  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  property.  From  his  cftate,  (mail  tenants  are 
never  removed,  while  they  behave  propeily.  It  is  no  fecret  in  the  coon* 
try,  that  his  Grace  continued  their  tanas  to  fmall  tenants,  at  the  former 
rent,  though  large  augmentations  were  offered  by  gentlemen  who  were 
better  able,  and  would  pay  their  rents  more  punctually.  From  the  fame 
principle  of  humanity,  k  has  alfo  happened  often*  that  his  Grace,  tboug* 
with  loft  of  rent,  ordered  farms  to  be  divided  into  (mall  portions,  to  ac* 
commodate  numbers  that  weald  etherwife  be  deitttute,  end  obliged, 
with  weak  and  hclpleft  families,  to  leave  the  country. 
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wrmber,  to  Glafgow  in  fummer  179a;  but  thebadne& 
j>f  the  times  obliged  him  to  return  to  the  country  in 
fuimner  1793  There  are  in  Rofs  3  brothers  and  a  Af- 
ter of  the  name  of  M 'Gilvra,  whofe  ages,  taken  tog©, 
tiier,  are  342  years. 

J&ttraEi  of  Baptifms  and  Marriages  for  8  years,  as 
marked  in  the  Regifter  *. 
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.  Dhxijtom  *f  tie  Inhabitants  —In  the  parift  there  aaa 
6  brogue  *  makers;  3  who  are  uoemakers  and  brogue 
Otakers  5  a  boat  carpenters  ;  1  wheel  wright ;  3  fmiths* 
9  millers ;  6  who  occafionally  buy  goods  in  the  Low  conn* 
try,  and  retail,  .them  in,  the  parifh  ;  a  great  many  we*, 
rers  and  tailors.  There  is  only  one  boat  in  {he  parj^jp  - 
that  carries  fo  much  as  9  tons.  There  are  no  Jews,  ne» 
groes,  gipfies,  foreigners,  or  perilous  bom  in  England* 
Ireland,  or  the  colonies.     There  are  a  furgeons,  but 

without 

*  The  incumbent  h  not  fenfible,  tint  he  miffed  registering  either  a. . 
svarriage  or  baptiftn  fiiice  the  year  178a ;  bftt,  confidering  the  fituatiom 
wmd  extent  of  the  parifii,  a  few  baptifon  might  be  forgotten.  This  is  the 
lt&  to  be  wondered  at,  as  parents  often,  in  the  more  remote  Hurts,  meet 
aim  with 'their  infants  at  a  diftance  from  houfes,  where  they  were  bap. 
tiled,  and  where,  in  a  rainy  day,  he  eouM  not  toack  die  names  in  his 
memorandum  book  for  the  parifh  regifter.  There  are  f  3  burial  places  in 
theLparifh,  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  incumbent  and  from  one  aoothe^ 
fp>  that  deaths  are  newer  regiftered 
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without  farms,  their  pra&ice  would  not  maintain  them 
one-third  of  the  year.  There  are  6  houfes  for  retailiqg- 
of  fpirits.     There  are  no  lawyers. 

Emigration* — A  few  families  have  emigrated  to  Ame- 
rica within  thefe  few  years,  and  feveral  families  went,  ft* 
1792,  to  the  Low  country  to  cotton  works,  &c.  All  dfJ 
thefe  left  the  country  for  want  of  employment.  Maft. 
of  the  families  that  went  to  the  Low  country  in  179^ 
returned  back  in  1793,  for  the  fame  reafon  they  left  the 
country,  want  of  employment.  No  people  are  mare 
attached  to  their  native  country j  and  it  is  only  neceflity 
that  obliges  them  to  leave  it. 

Animal  and  Vegetable  Productions.— .The  animals  in  the 
parifh  are  black  cattle,  horfes,  iheep,  and  goats.  Thispariih, 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  Mull,  is  diftinguiihed  for  a  hardy 
breed  of  black  cattle,  that  are  eafily  fattened.   Their  fleih 
is  fine  grained,  juicy,  and  well  tailed.     The  Iheep,  till 
lately,  were  of  the  fmall  Highland  kind,  with  very  finfc 
wool,  and  fweet  delicate  fleih  ;  but  now  the  hills  are  all 
docked  with  Low  country  iheep,  whofe  wool  is  coar& 
in  companion  of  the  Highland  iheep,  and  their  fleih  not 
to  well  tailed.     The  horfes  are  hardy,  full  of  mettle,  and 
fare  footed  upon  the  rougheft  roads.     The  I  horfes  are 
hardly  fuperiorinfize  to  the  Shetland  ponies,  but  now  they 
are  getting  fome  equal  in  fize  to  their  neighbours  upon  the 
continent  of  Mull.     The  pariih  alio  reared  a  number  of 
breeding  mares,  which  not  only  fupplied  itfelf  in  work- 
ing horfes,  but  a  conliderable  number  were  alfo  fold  out 
of  the   country.     The  cafe  is  now  altered.     The  hills 
that  formerly  ferved  as  nurferies  for  mares  are  now  con- 
verted into  iheep  walks  ;  and  if  the  rage  for  iheep  ilock- 
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Itig  goes  on,  not  only  this  pariib,  but  the  reft  of  Mull 
Biuft  buy  labouring  horfes.  There  are  but  few  goats. 
They  are  entirely  baitfflied  from  the  Duke  of  Argyll** 
property;  The  ancient  fouming  of  the  pari(h  wfcs  3068 
head  of  black  cattle,  from  3  years  old  and  upwards* 
ftirks  And  a  year  olds;  not  being  reckoned  foums.  Thd 
number  of  (beep  was  the  fame  with  the  black  cattle. 
There  were  near  xooo  working  hotfes,  befides  mares  and 
follower*.  The  fouming  now  is  lefs,  and  varies  every 
year.  Indeed  the  number  of  every  kind  is  quite  uncer- 
tain* Every  gentleman  farmer,  at  leaft,  does  more  juf- 
tice  to  his  cattle  than  formerly,  and  (locks  his  farm  ac- 
cording to  his  own  tafte  and  conveniency.  There  are  at 
prefent  neat  3006  Low  country  (beep  in  the  parifh,  and 
fconfequently  the  numbers  of  cows,  horfes,  and  Highland 
&eep,  have  decreafed  in  proportion.  Formerly  no  farm* 
Was  ftocke£  wholly  with  one  kind,  but  every  farm  had 
«  certain  proportion  of  cows;  horfes,  mares,  fheep,  and 
goats  ;  but  now  the  farms  are,  in  genera],  wholly  ftoclu 
td  with  the  kind  that  fuits  them  beft. 

The  vegetable  productions  are  oats,  barleys  and  pota* 
toes*  There  are  two  kinds  of  oats ;  great  oats,  and  what 
Is  called  fmall  oats.  The  incumbent  was  the  firft,  about 
xo  years  ago,  to  fow  great  oatsj  but  ftill  very  few  fow 
It,  though  it  anfwers  very  well  in  good  years.  The 
{mall  oats  is  a  very  poor  kind  of  grain,  a  boll  of  it  hard- 
ly yielding  4  ftones  of  meal ;  but  it  is  hardy;  and  the 
grain  being  light,  it  is  not  apt  to  be  (haken  in  bad  years. 
It  is  alfo  better  calculated  to  feed  outlying  cattle  in  win- 
ter, than  great  oats.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  barley  i* 
raifed,  which  is,  in  general,  very  good,  except  the  barley 
of  Icolumkill,  which  yields  but  from  it  to  12  ftones  of 
ileal  the  boll.  The  principal  food  of  the  inhabitants  is  po- 
tatoes^ 
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iteteesj  of  which  great  quantities  are  raifed.  The  pariih, 
however,  never  ferves  itfelf  entirely,  even  in  the  beft 
years  ;  and  in  bad  feafons,  great  quantities  of  meal  are 
imported.  In  fummer  17.91,  upwards  of  2000  bolls  of 
meal,  befides  potatoes,  were  imported.  That  year  was 
much  fevercr  than  fummer  1783,  and,  together  with 
feveral  bankruptcies  that  happened  then,  reduced  the 
inhabitants  to  great  difficulties.  The  year  1793  is  pret- 
ty plentiful ;  and  though  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  dread- 
ing a  fcarcity,  ordered  meal  to  Mull,  and  to  be  diftribur 
jed  at  prime  coft,  yet  fuch  was  the  plenty  in  the  pariih, 
that  only  the  incumbent,  and  2  or  3  other  gentlemen  up- 
on his  Grace's  property  in  the  pariih,  had  any  occafiou 
for  it,  Perhaps,  by  a  better  mode  of  agriculture,  the 
pariih  might,  in  general,  ferve  itfelf^  particularly  Rofs 
and  the  ifland  of  I.  The  (owing  begins  generally  about 
the  30th  of  March,  and  is  finiihed  by  the  middle  of 
May,  except  the  ifland  of  I,  which  is  not  oyer  with  the 
barley  fowing  till  after  the  middle  of  June :  But  fuch  i? 
the  heat  of  the  foil,  that  they  cut  down  their  crop  ear- 
lier than  any  part  of  the  reft  of  the  pariih.  In  {rood 
feafons,  the  crop  is  cut  do>rn  in  September :  In  bad  feafons, 
fome  of  the  crop  has  npt  been  cut  down  till  November. 
• 

Manure  and  Mode  of  Cultivation. — The  different  kinds 
of  manure  made  ufe  of  through  the  parifh,  are  (hell  fand, 
with  which  Rofs  abounds,  dung  from  the  houfed  cattle, 
and  fea  ware,  of  which  mention  is  made  already.  Cattle 
4To  lie  upon  fome  field  in  every  farm  in  fummer  and 
harveft,  which  is  called  teathing ;  and  where  ferns  are 
found,  they  are  laid  upon  the  fields  in  July  and  Auguft. 
As  there  are  no  cart  roads  in  the  pariih,  the  manure  is 
laid  out  upon  the    ground  in  creels   upon   horfeback, 

Vol.  X1Y.  B  b  whicfc, 
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which  waftes  a  deal  of  time.  The  plough  made  ufe  of 
in  the  parifti  is  probably  the  fame  that  was  ufed  for  cen- 
turies back.  It  is  very  uncouth,  and  drawn  by  4  hor- 
fes  a-breaft.  The  reafon  probably  was,  that  they  knew 
no  better ;  for  the  incumbent,  feveral  years  ago,  got  a 
two-horfe  plough,  and  many  are  following  the  example. 
The  want  of  a  proper  plough-maker  is  a  great  lofs.  At 
prefent  every  one  makes  his  own  plough.  Captain  Mac- 
Lean  of  Kenlochaluine,  a  refiding  heritor,  has  got  a  Low 
country  ploughman,  who  holds  the  plough,  and  drives 
the  horfes.  It  is  hardly  poffible,  in  moil  parts  of  the 
parifh,  to  carry  on  any  regular  fyftexn  of  farming,  the 
ground  is  fo  broken,  and  full  of  loofe  ft  ones.  But  a 
great  deal  might  be  done,  by  turning  the  loofe  ftones  off 
the  ground,  and  rendering  other  parts  acceflible  to  the 
plough,  which  now  are  not.  Many  parts  are  foft  and 
xnofly.  Theft  parts  are  digged  with  Highland  fpades, 
with  great  toil.  However,  the  crops  thefe  places  yield, 
feem,  iiffome  meafure,  to  compenfate  the  trouble.  The 
mode  of  fowing  barley  in  I,  in  dry  feafons,  and  in  fandy 
foil,  is  pretty  lingular!  The  barley  is  fown  before  the 
ground  is  ploughed,  and  then  they  plough  the  ground 
over  it.  This  prevents  the  grain  being  bared,  by  high 
winds  drifting  the  fand  off  it.  This  mode  was  undoubu 
edly  introduced  by  neceflity,  and  anfwers  very  well. 

Potatoes  are  planted  in  the  lazy-bed  way,  dibbled  and 
drilled.  In  winter,  as  much  fea-ware  as  can  be  colfefi- 
ed  upon  beeches  and  in  creeks,  is  laid  upon  ground  for- 
merly in  tillage,  or  upon  mofs.  This  ground  is  made 
into  ridges,  and  the  fea-ware  covered  from  the  furrows 
by  earth,  or  mofs.  Here,  in  fpring,  potatoes  are  dibbled* 
which  are  dry  and  wholefome.  The  fea-ware  cut  or 
gathered  Upon  the  fhores  in  fpring,  i&  laid  upon  die 

ground^ 
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grdund,  the  potatoes  are  laid  upon  the  fea-ware,  and  co* 
vered  with  earth  from  the  furrows.  The  potatoes 
growing  from  this  mode  of  management,  are  generally 
wet  and  fpongy.  Potatoes  are  planted  in  dung  in  this 
laft  mode.     Few  in  the  parifli  drill  their  potatoes. 

Meafure  and  Pria  of  Grata.— The  whole  produce  q$ 
Rofs,  the  ifland  of  I,  and  the  reft  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll's 
property,  is  fold  by  the  peck.  A  peck  by  which  barley  is 
fold,  and  fometimes  oats,  is  ftreaked,  and  contains  up- 
wards of  10  Scotch  pints.  Another  peck  by  which  oats  are 
fold  heaped,  and  meal  ftreaked,  contains  6  Scotch  pints* 
Potatoes  are  fometimes  fold  by  the  barrel,  and  fometimes  by 
the  peck.   In  other  parts  of  the  pariih,  different  meafurea 
are  ufed.     It  is  among  the  great  defiderata  in  the  king- 
dom, a  uniformity  of  weights  and  meafures.  Without 
this,  it  is  impoffible  to  form  a  comparifon  between  the 
price  of  grain,  and  the  feller  is  as  much  in  the  dark  as 
the  buyer.     The  boll  of  fmall  oats  fells  from  83.  to  10s. 
The  meal  it  produces  in  *Rofs  is  about  4  ftones  weight* 
The  barley  of  I  is  fold  from  16s.  to  2Cs.  It  meals  about 
12  ftones.     The  reft  of  the  barley  of*  the  pariih  is  gene- 
rally fold  at  233.  the  boll,  and  meals  about  16  ftones 
Weight.      Potatoes  in  good  years  fell  from  2od.  to  2s. 
the  barrel:  At  feed-time,  in  bad  years,  fuch  as  1791* 
they  rofe  to  5s.  the  barrel.  Meal  imported  into  the  parifk 
is  from  i6s.  to  aos.  the  boll  of  8  ftones,  and*cannot  often 
be  got  in  the  pariih  at  that  price,  fb  that  fuch  as  want  are 
obliged  to  fend  a  boat,  or  horfes  for  it,  to  a  diftant  quar- 
ter, at  a  confiderable  expenfe.     The  meal  imported  into 
the  country  is  from  Clyde,  and  belides  prime  coft  in  that 
part,  commiffion  money,  freight,  and  whatever   profit 
the  mealmongers  choofe  to  charge,   is  added.     So  little 
B  b  2  corref- 
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correfpondence  is  between  the  pariih  and  Ireland,  that 
meal,  though  cheap  there,  is  never  imported  to  the  pa~ 
riih  from  that  country  *. 

•  Wages,  8tc— The  wages  of  houfehold  labouring  fervants  have  in- 
treafed  very  rapidly  within  thefe  few  years.  In  Tj$o,  the  common 
wages  in  the  year  for  men  fervants  were  from  2L  is.  to  aL  10a.,  with  4 
pair  of  brogues.  Wages  increafed  gradually  to  "Whituinday  170*,  when 
the  common  rate,  to  the  next  Martinmas,  was  si.  ioa.,  with  a  pair  of 
brogues ;  and  from  that  term  to  Whitfunday  1793,  the  wages  were  5!^ 
with  the  fame  number  of  brogues.  This  rapid  rife  in  wsges  was  owing 
to  the  great  demand  for  hands  for  manufactures,  and  other  works,  carried 
on  in  the  Low  Country  of  Scotland,  and  in  England.  Such  was  the  rage? 
that  feiced  young  fellows  to  leave  the  country  at  that  period,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  fervants  could  be  got  at  any  wages.  The  com-' 
mon  practice  is  to  go  off  in  April  or  beginning  of  May,  fome  to  tho" 
Low  Country  of  Scotland,  and  fome  to  England-  They  generally  com* 
home  again  to  their  parents  and  relation*  in  November,  and  fcldom  en- 
gage in  any  work  till  the  feafon  for  leaving  the  country  returns  again. 
Numbers  alfo  go  to  the  harveft,  and  return  again  in  the  latter  end  of 
October  or  beginning  of  November.  This  tuftom  is  productive  of  more 
evils  than  one.  It  fpreads  a  fpirit  of  giddinefs,  idlcnefs,  and  immorality* 
through  the  parifiia  Thefe  emigrants  alfo  bring  home  difeafes  that  prove 
fatal  to  many ;  fuch  as  fevers,  (mail  pox,  mealies,  &c.  This  advance  -of 
wages  is  very  hurtful  to  the  improvement  of  the  country,  as  few  country* 
formers  can  afford  fo  much.  It  is  true,  the  wages  are  not  in  appearance 
greater  than  in  the  Low  Country ;  but  they  mull  appear,  as  they  in- 
reality  are,  much  higher,  when  the  fituation  of  the  country  is  taken  in- 
to confederation.  The  ground  is  interlperfed  with  rocks  and  large  loofe 
ftones,  unfavourable  to  the  plough,  fo  that  a  great  part  is  digged.  Ma- 
nure, otc.  is  carried  on  horfeback,  as  there  is  no  road  for  carts;  and 
even  in  the  fliorteft  days,  no  work  is  carried  on  with  candle-light ;  fo; 
that,  upon  the  whole,  a  fervant,  where  a  proper  fyftem  of  farming  w 
carried  on,  will  perform  double  the  quantity  of  work.  If  wages  con~ 
tinue  on  the  increafe,  the  country  mult  be  turned  to  large  grazings, 
where  few  tenants  are  neceffary,  or  divided  intofmall  fpots,  when  evt. 
ry  man  will  be  able  to  cultivate  his  lhare  with  his  own  hands.  In  the 
firft  cafe,  mofly  and  heathy  grounds  will,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  yean, 
return  to  their  firft  ft  ate,  after  all  the  trouble  taken  to  bring  them  to: 
tillage  and  to  grafs ;  and  in  the  fecond,  the  people  muit  remain  fo  poor, 
that  they  can  neither  enclofe  nor  improve  their  lands  properly. 

The 
4 


Of  Jttlfinicbtn  and  Kilviccucn.        i  ff 

Proprietors  and  Rent— There  are  6  proprietors  in  the 
farifli ;  3  of  whom  only  refide  in  it.  In  1791,  the  rent 
of  the  parifh  was  27I1I.  us.  4d.,  but  it  has  been  fluc- 
tuating fince.  The  Duke  of  Argyll's  rents  were  not  aug- 
mented for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  that  period,  and 
feme  augmentation  was  laid  on  a  few  farms.  Other  he- 
ritors. 

The  wages  of  fervant-nraids  are  very  low;  from  18s.  to  sis.  and  » 
fair  of  brogues,  is  the  common  rate  for  a  yean  Their  wages  have  not 
increafrd  for  many  years.  Numbers  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  men,  go* 
to  the  Low  Country  to  the  harveft,  and  alio-  engage  in  family  ferace* 
and  other  works.  There  are  other  fervants  common  to  this  parilh  with 
the  reft  of  the  Weftern  Ifles,  and  different  from  thofe  already  mentioned.- 
There  are  metiers,  workmen,  moor-herds,  and  grafs-keepers  or  chafers* 
The  nwalers  are  a  kind  of  fubtenants,  and  employed  only  by  gentlemen* 
They  take  the  arable  ground  of  a  farm  at  fo  much  meal  yearly.  Be* 
fides  raifing  the  crop,  they  carry  on  the  other  work  of  the  farm  with- 
whatever  affiftance  can  be  given  them  by  the  tackfraan.  They  have  thw 
graft  of  a  or  3  cows,  and  fome  flieep.  Hiey  furnifh  half  the  labouring 
horfes.  They  are  fed  by  the  tackfman  every  day  ;  he  employs  them  at 
any  work,  except  wltat  concerns  the  crop.  Few  now  are  employed  a* 
Dealers.  The  only  difference  between  mealers  and  workmen  is,  that' 
workmen,  inftead  of  meal,  deliver  3 -fourths  of  the  crop  to  the  matter,, 
alter  it  is  cut,  and  keep  the  fourth  to  themfelves.  The  matter  furntthes 
tU  the  labouring  horfes. 

The  particular  nrroation  of  the  country  has  given  rife  to  grafs-keepers 
•r  chafers.  In  many  parts,  there  are  no  kind  of  march  walls ;  and? 
where  there  are  march  walls,  they  are  lb  bad,  that  they  are  no  fence . 
The  confequence  is,  that  every  farm  is  obliged  to  keep  a  man  to  look 
after  the  marcfees,  without  any  other  employment.  This  man  gets  for 
lis  trouble  a  houfe,  a  cow's  grafs,  and  grafs  for  a  hotfe,  fome  flieep,  and* 
ground  for  crop.  Moor-herds  are  employed  to  look  after  their  matter'* 
cattle  in  moors  and  hills ;  and  his  terms  are  generally  the  fame  with 
graft-keepers-  All  thefe  kinds  of  fervants,  viz.  mealers,  workmen, 
t/aJs-keepers,  and  moor-herds,  have  families.  There  are  hardly  any  em- 
ployed as  day-labourers ;  when  they  are,  their  wages  are  from  8d.  to  Is. 
t-day,  brfides  their  victuals.  Tailors  charge  the  fame.  Broguemakera* 
charge  41L  a-pair,  when  they  are  victualled,  and  671.  a-pair,  when  they 
u*  tot.    Walkbcildeis  aad  ditchers/have  fin  oftuch  a  rood. 
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ritors,  owing  to  bad  times,  bankruptcies,  and  perhaps1 
high  rents,  were  obliged  to  give  dedn&ions  ;  fo  that  the* 
rent  is  now  rather  lower  upon  tHe  whole.  The  inctun- 
bent  has  in  his  hands  a  copy  of  the  real  rent  of  the  pa- 
rifh  in  1771.  It  was  then  961I.  12s.  i4d. :  There  has 
been  but  little  augmentation  laid  upon  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyll's property  fince  that  period. 

Services. — The  Duke  of  Argyll  exafts  fervices  of  no 
kind  of  his  tenants  ;  the  reft  of  the  heritors  do.  Services 
are  always  ftipulated,  and  confift  chiefly  in  cutting  peats, 
and  leading  them  home  to  the  proprietors  houfes.  As* 
coals  are  now  duty  free,  it  is  probable,  that  whatever 
other  fervices  may  be  exa&ed,  there  will  be  none  as  to 
peats. 

Antiquities. — In  this  the  ifland  of  I  takes  the  lead. 
Writers  mention  this  ifland  under  three  names,  viz.  Hii, 
Iona,  and  Icolumkill.  Bede  calls  it  Hii,  but  the  proper 
name  is  I  *,  which  in  the  Gaelic  fignifies  an  ifland,  and 
is  called  fo  by  way  of  eminence  to  this  day.,  Bede'* 
miftake  proceeded  from  his  ignorance  of  the  Gaelic.  In 
monkifh  writers,  it  is  called  Ionaf,  which  fignifies  the 
Ifland  of  Waves.  In  more  modern  times,  it  was  called 
I-collum-kill ;  that  is,  the  ifland  of  Colum-kill,  in  ho- 
nour of  Columba.  The  name  Iona  is  now  quite  loft  in 
the  country,,  and  it  is  always  called  I,  except  when  the 
fpeaker  would  wifli  to  lay  an  emphafis  upon  the  word, 
then  it  is  called  Icolumkill  {• 

The 

*  I  is  founded  like  ee  in  English. 

f  Iona  is,  in  Gaelic,  fpelt  I-thonn ;  but  as-  the  t!i  \\  not  founded,  La* 
tin  writen  fpell  it  Iona.  The  name  is,  very  characteriftick.  of  it  in  timo* 
tf  ftorm. 

\  Bede  writes,  that  I  belonged  to  Britain,  being  feparatcd  from  it,  as 

he  fays,  but  by  *  narrow  am  of  the  fea  -r  and  that  the  Hdb,  who  in* 

%  hftbtted 
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The  Druids  undoubtedly  poffefled  I,  before  the  In* 
troduftion  of  Chriftianity.  A  green  eminence,  clofe  to 
the  found  of  I,  is  to  this  day'  called  the  Druid's  burial 
place  *•  A  cottager,  fome  years  ago,  planting  potatoes 
in  this  fpot,  and  digging  earth  to  cover  them,  brought 
up  fome  bones,  which  the  people  of  the  ifland  imme- 
diately concluded  to  be  the  bones  of  the  Druids.  The 
tradition  is,  that  the  firft  Christians  baniHied  the  Druida* 
and  took  pofleffion  of  their  feat.  The  Druids  alfo  had 
a  temple  at  the  head  of  Lochfcridain,  in  a  farm  called 
Roffal  \.  This  temple  is  but  final],  and  feveral  of  the 
ftones  have  fallen  down.  Here,  as  the  name  of  the  place- 
indicates,  they  held  courts  of  juftice. 

I  fecms  to  be  early  the  feat  of  a  religious  fociety  of 
Chriftians.  Scots  hiftorians  fay,  that  Fergus  the  II. 
creeled  a  religious  houfe,  with  a-  (lately  church,  in  Iona, 
where  his  fucceffors  were  buried.  Bede,  in  the  paflage 
already  quoted,    countenances   the    opinion  of   Scotch 

monks  ' 

feabited  that  part  of  Britain,  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  the  Scotch  monk*, 
who  converted  them  to  the  Chriftian  religion.  By  the  Picls,  who  made 
the  prefent,  Bede  mult  mean  the  Picls  inhabiting  S.  of  the  Frith*  of 
Forth  and  Clyde;  for  Britain  extended,  according  to  ancient  writers^ 
that  far  only,  all  N.  of  that,  or  the  wall  of  Agricola,  being  called  Alhin 
or  Scotia.  But  there  is  not  the  fmallcft  probability  that  I  ever  belonged 
to  the  Pidls,  as  the  venerable  writer  afierts.  The  leaft  knowledge  of 
geography  will  convince  any  one  of  this.  Bede  was  indefatigable  in 
Lis  researches  after  whatever  concerned  the  firft  planting  of  Chriftianity 
id  every  part  of  the  ifland  of  Britain,  but  looked  upon  profane  fubje&a 
only  'as  fecondary  objects.  The  Picls  were  feparated  from  I,  not  by  a 
narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  as  he  fays,  but  by  a  wide  and  tempeftuous  ocean* 
He  fays,  in  other  places,  that  I  is  in  Htbernia ;  by  this  be  means  Albta 
or  Scotland,  which  in  thofe  ages  was  often  called  Hibernia.— BooX.  III. 
.chap.  3. 

*  Caodh  nan  Drmoeach,  fignifies  the  Druid's  burial  place. 

I  Rofal,  iq  the  old  Gaelic,  flgnifics,  ji  dgraent,  juftice. 
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monks  being  fettled  in  I,  about  the  period  aligned  t* 
Fergus  the  II.  by  the  Scotch  hiftorians.  The  firft  Chrifi- 
tians  that  poffefled  t^pmfelves  of  I  were,  in  all  proba* 
bility,  the  Culdees,  They  were  a  kind  of  monks,  un- 
der certain  regulations ;  and  as  they  afle&ed  retired 
places,  as  their  name  *  imports,  they  could  not  in  any 
country  find  a  place  more  happily  fuited  to  their  pur- 
pofe.  One  place  in  I  is  ftill  called  the  Culdee's  Cell  f. 
Jt  is  the  foundation  of  a  fmall  circular  houfe,  upon  a 
reclining  plain.  From  the  door  of  the  houfef  a  wal]£. 
afcends  to  a  fmall  hillock,  'with  the  remains  of  a  wal) 
upon  each  fide  of  the  walk,  which  grows  wider  to  the 
hillock.  There  are  evident  traces  of  the  walls  of  the 
walk  taking  a  circuit  round,  and  enclofing  the  hillock. 
The  figure  the  Druids  and  Culdees  made  in  I  is  uncer- 
tain. Hiftory  may  be  faid  to  be  filent  concerning  their 
jtranfa&ions  in  that  ifland,  and  even  tradition  carries 
dowp  but  faint  traces  of  their  having  exifted  there*  It 
was  referved  for  Columba  to  raife  the  fame  of  I  to  the 
great  height  it  attained  to  in  his  own  and  after  ages  \ 
though,  no  doubt,  the  merit  of  his  fucceflbrs  contri- 
buted not  a  little  %. 

Prtfttf 

*  Culdee  it  a  Gaelic  word,  fignifying  a  monk,  or  hermit,  or  any  (e- 
<pieftered  perfon.  Cuildeach  is  common  to  this  day,  and  given  to  perfons 
not  fond  of  fociety.    The  word  is  derived  from  Cuil,  a  retired  corner. 

f  Cathan,  or  Cothan  Cuildich,  fignifies  the  Culdee's  cell  or  couch. 

|  This  eminent  man,  according  to  Bede,  B.  HL  c.  4.  came  to  Britain 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  northern  Picls,  in  the  year  565,  and  in  the 
reign  of  Eugene  the  Third.  After  (tripping  the  Hiftory  of  Columba  of 
the  ridiculous  and  fabulous  legends  with  which  it  is  disfigured  and  dif- 
g raced,  enough  remains  to  convince  us,  that  he  was  a  man  of  confi- 
derable  political  abilities,  of  an  undaunted  and  firm  difpofition,  and  of 
seal  in  religious  masters,  capable  of  carrying  him  through  any  danger 
or  fatigue.  Kings  liftened  with  reverence  to  his  admonitions ;  armies, 
when  ready  to  engage,  ftopt  at  hit  command ;  and  he  maintained  the 

greateA 
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Prtfint  State  of  I. — The  ruins  of  I,  bj  the  generou* 
are  and  attention  of  the  family  of  Argyll,  are  kept, 
perhaps,  in  better  preferration  than  moft  ruins  of  the 
kind  in  Scotland.  Since  the  Reformation,  one  of  the 
Earls  of  Argyll  roofed  the  cathedral  fteeple,  and  built 
up  moft  of  the  doors  with  ftone  and  lime,  to  prevent 
tttde  getting  through  the  ruins.  Duke  Archibald  of 
Argyll  built  a  walj  round  the  whole  abbey,  to  prevent 
the  building's  being  hurt.  But  this  wall  being  thought 
infufficient,  the  prefent  Duke,  of  Argyll  built  it  anew  -f 
got  a  lock  and  key  to  it,  and  made  it  an  effectual  fence, 

Vol.  XIV.  C  c  He 

greateft  fway,  not  only  m  the  kingdom  of  the  Gauls  or  Scots,  where  he 
fived,  but  ilfo  among  the  Iriflii  Pidb,  and  Saxons.  Ha  died,  in'  an  ad- 
vanced  age,  in  the  beginning  of  the  7th  century.  His  life  is  written 
in  a  prolix  and  confufed'  manner,  by  Adaronan,  who  was  Abbot  of  I.  The 
celebrated  abbey  which  he  founded,  had  very  exttnfive  jurifdi&ions, 
aod,  for  many  age*,  held  the  chief  fway  among  the  Scottifli  and  PictHH 
tMnaiteries.  It  was  liberally  endowed  by  the  piety  and  munificence  of 
the  kings  and  great  men  of  the  liqjgdojn  of  Scotland.  Buchanan  mention! 
itveral  ifiands  that  belonged  to  it,  TheffertUe  ifland  of  Tirii  once  did,  as 
the  name  indicates,  and  the  divifioM  *f  it  being  ftiU  called  Monk's  por- 
tions. The  fame  fpirit  of  piety,  which  fo  liberally  provided  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  monks,  reared  alfo  ftately  buildings,  both  for  devotion  and 
acynmndatioiH  as  their  ruins  ftiU  fhow.  Such  was  the  reputed  fanctity 
tl  the  place,  that  not  only  the  kings  of  Scotland,  but  fojne  Xrifh  kings. 
and  the  petty  Norwegian  princes  of  the  IQes,  ordered  their  remains  to 
be  buried  in  this  hallowed  ground.  Their  tombs,  with  inferiptions 
stinting  out  to  whom  they  belonged,  were  entire  in  Buchanan's  days ; 
bat  there  is  no  inscription  opw,  though  the  place  is  pointed  out.  Al{ 
the  great  families  in  the  Weftern  Iflci  had  t^eir  burial  places  in  I  \  foaie 
pf  their  grave-ftones  are  very  well  carved.  The  burring  ground  fur- 
rounds  St.  Oran*s  Chapel  A  few  hundred  yards  from  the  abbey t  is  the 
mmaery.  It  was  alfo  liberally  endowed.  Some  lands  in  Mull  are  ftiU 
called  the  Nun's  Lands.  Here  the  abbefles  were  buried.  One  inscrip- 
tion is  ftill  legible.  Till  within  thefe  few  years,  all  the  females  were 
buried  at  the  nunnery,  and  all  the  males  at  the  abbey.  With  few  ev 
ttptHm*,  it  is  (till  the  cafe ;  fuch  is  the  force  of  cuftom  tod  prejudice*. 
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He  alfe  got  a  leaf  to  the  main  door  of  the  nunnery 
church,  with  a  lock  and  key,  and  built  up  the  other 
doors.  His  Grace  prohibits  his  tenants  from  removing 
Hones  from  the  place  where  they  fall,  and  charged^  his 
chamberlain  to  fee  thefe  orders  ftri&ly  complied  with. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  care  taken  of  them,  parts  of 
fome  of  them  have  fallen,  and  time  has  levelled  others 
of  them  with  tjie  ground.  Some  of  them  have  done  fo 
within  thefe  few  years,  and  feveral  more  within  the 
,  memory  of  fome  people  ftill  living,  particularly  fome 
elegant  arches  near  the  nunnery,  and  the  abbot's  houfo, 
which  is  faid  to  be  a  very  handfome  building.  But 
moft  Qf  the.  buildings  are  {landing,  and  feem  to  have 
received  no  injury  but  from  time,  which  was  probably 
the  cafe  with  the  whole  of  them.  The  cathedra],  or 
St.  Mary's,  is  almoft  entire,  with  the  fteeple.  It  is  on- 
ly within  thefe  few  years  that  part  of  the  E.  end  of  the 
jxanfverfe  fell,  and  fome  of  the  head  of  the  crofs.  &t, 
Oran's  Chapel  is  ftill  ftanding,  but  in  a  tottering  con- 
dition. The  Virgin's  Chapel  was  ftanding  till  within 
thefe  few  years,  when  part  qf  i^  fell.  Moft  of  the  cloif- 
ters  are  ftill  ftanding.  The  Bifhop's,  which  is  fmall,  is 
alfo  ftanding.  So  that  there  is  ftill  remaining  of  the 
abbey  what  will  give  a  pretty  complete  idea  of  what 
it  was. 

At  the  nunnery,  there  are  fewer  remains.  The  Nun- 
fiery  Church  is  quite  entire  ;  one  end  of  it  is  arched, 
and  is  very  beautiful.  Here  alfo  ftands,  what  was  call-, 
cd  the  parifli  church.  It  is  yet  entire,  but  tottering. 
There  was  a  court,  with  a  piazza,  to  the  W.  fide  of 
the  Nunnery  Church,  and  round  it  the  cloifters  were 
built ;  but  there  are  hardly  any  remains  of  them,  but  on 
the  S.  fide  of  the  court. 
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To  the  N.  of  the  abbey  is  a  loch,  as  it  is  called,  but 
probably  an  artificial  pond.  It  has  d  paved  caufeway  * 
through  the  middle,  which  is  (till  entire.  It  is  faid,  the 
edges  of  this  pond  were  all  planted.  Porta-chunich 
ought  to  be  mentioned.  Here,  as  tradition  goes,  was 
the  place  where  Columba  firft  landed  in  I*  and  left  his 
currach ;  from  which  the  place  has  its  name.  An  ar- 
tificial mound,  of  the  form  of  a  boat  with  the  keel  up, . 
is  faid  to  be  the  dimenfions  of  Columba's  currach.  This 
mound  meafures  near  50  feet  in  length.  Upon  this 
beech  the  pebbles  are  got. 

It  is  foidj  there  was  a  monaftery  in  the  ifland  of  Innis- 
Kenneth,  but  no  traces  of  the  buildings  are  to  be  feen. 
A  £mall  church,  faid  by  Buchanan  to  be  a  parifh  churchy 
ftill  remains.  What  is  pretty  lingular,  a  imall  belly  ufed 
at  the  celebration  of  mafs,  is  ftill  lying  on  the  altari 
There  are  in  the  parife  many  of  the  round  towers  faid 
to  be  Danifli.  They  are  upon  the  fea  coafty  and  in  fight 
of  one  another.  '  They  feem  to  be  watch-towers  to  give 
notice  of  an  enemy's  approach,  which  was  done  front 
the  battlement  by  a  fmoke  in  the  day  time,  and  a  fire 
it  night.  They  are  very  fmall ;  moil  of  them  would 
not  contain  %o  men* 

There  are  in  many  parts  of  the  parifh,  long  ftones 
ftandiag  on  end.  They  are  called  Carra  t»  and  feem  to 
be  let  up  at  the  head  of  the  graves  of  eminent  men,  or 
is  memorials  of  fome  remarkable  tranfa&ions  carried  on 
in  thefe  placed. 

Learning  and  Learned  Men— Learning  flourifhedl,  and 

found  a  fare  retreat,  in  the  fequeftcred  ifland  of  Icolm- 

C  c  2  kiln* 

•  The  walk  is  called  Iumaire  Iachalr,  which  fig^ifies  a  paved  caufeway, 
f  Carra,  fignifict  frieudfljip. 
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kiln,  when  weftern  Europe  lay  buried  in  the  ignorance* 
and  barbarity  brought  on  by  the  cruel  ravages  of  the' 
favage  nations  that  overturned  the  Roman-  empire  :  and 
from  this  feminary  HTued  pious  and  learned  monks  and* 
laymen,  who  again  revived  learning,  and  propagated 
Chriftianity  through  many  kingdoms  of  Europe.  Co- 
tumba's  writings  are  faid  to  be  numerous  :  a  catalogue 
of  them  is  given  at  the  end  of  Lhoyd's  Archacologia.— 
St.  Aidan,  from  I,  in  the  7th  century,  at  the  requeft  of 
Ofwald  King  of  Northumberland,  converted  that  king- 
dom, and  founded  the  biihoprick  of  Lindisferne,  or  Holy 
Bland,  which  was  afterwards  tranflated  to  Durham  by* 
Malcolm  the  HI.  of  Scotland.  Bede  (B.  III.  chap.  3.) 
gives  htm  the  greateft  chara&er  for  mildnefe,  piety r  am* 
other  virtues,  and  blames  him  only  for  being  *  quarto-* 
deciman.  St*  Finan  and  St.  Cohnan,  both  from  I,  fucv 
ceeded  him  in  the  biihoprick.  In  St.  ColmanrS  time, 
the  difpute  about  the  celebration  of  Eaflcr  began,  which- 
obliged  him  to  leave  the  kingdoms  of  Northumberland. 
The  famous  St.  Cuthbert  was  Columba's  difciple.  The 
writings  of  Adamnan,  abbot  of  Ir  are  in  the  hands-  of 
the  learned.  Campbell  and  Veremond,  &c.  flouriihed 
hi  I  y  and  many  more,*  whofe  very  namee  would  form  a- 
large  catalogue. 

Since  the  Reformation^  the  parifh  has  produced  none 
eminent  for  learning,  if  we  except  the  Beatons  of  Pen- 
nicrofs,  who  were  do&ors  of  phyfic.  The  family  ia 
now  extind  ;  hut  they  are  (till  fpoken  of  in  the  country 
with  admiration  for  their  {kill  in  phyfic.  It  is  faidr  that 
One  of  them  was  fent  for  to  attend  one  of  the  kings  of 
Scotland  ;  and  that  the  people  of  the  country  flocked  to 
him  for  advice  as  to  their  health,  during  his  abfence, 

when 
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♦hen  he  gave  them  this  fhort  rule :  *4  To  be  cheerful^ 
•*  temperate,  and  early  rifcr9  *."  They  had  a  large 
folio  MS.  in  Gaelic,  treating  of  phyfic,  which  was  left 
with  a  woman,  the  heirefs  of  the  Beaton sf  and  feen  by 
fbrae  now  living  ;  but  what  became  of  it,  the  incumbent, 
after  all  his  inquiries,  could  not  find.  It  is  perhaps  loft, 
as  the  heirs  of  this  woman  are  quite  illiterate  f. 

Advantages  and  Difadvantages — The  parifll  betftgr 
moftly  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  indented  by  its  arms, 
is  a  very  great  advantage.  By  this,  the  inhabitants 
have  an  opportunity  of  catching  great  numbers  of  va- 
rious kinds  of  fifli  for  family  ufe,  and  generally  more 
herring  than  is  fuffieient  for  the  confumption  of  the  pa* 
rifli.  The  fea  breezes  alfo  are  fo  warm,  particularly  in 
Hofs  and  I,  that  froft  and  fhow  feldom  laft  for  any  time 


*  Blii  fu  fogah,  geaamnt,  mochrack. 

f  It  has  been  warmly  difputed,  whether  there  was  a  Hbrary  at  I;  ano 
much  has  been  written  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion.  The  doubt  ha* 
arifen  entire ry  from  prejudice.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  the  many 
teamed  men  that  flourlmtfd  at  I,  had  the  daffies  among  them,  and  all  the 
looks  on  divinity  and  fcience  thefe  age*  could*  afford.  It  can  be  as  little 
doubted,  that,  like  other  focieties  of  learned  men,  they  committed  their 
own  thoughts  to  writing,  as. well  as  the  tranfaclions  of  their  countrymen*. 
It  is  afkrd.  What  became  of  this  library  >  In  the  9th  century,  Kellach, 
abb*  of  I,  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Ireland  for  (belter  againft  the  Danes. 
If  the  barbarians  had  the  hbrary  in  their  power,  no  doubt  they  would 
deftroy  it.  But  after  this  period,  Scotch  hiilorians  mention  the  library  of 
1,  and  their  borrowing  books  from  it.  At  the  Reformation,  the  MSS. 
of  1  -were  in  part  carried  to  the  Scotch  colleges  of  Doway,  or  to  Heme* 
•t  leaft  the  cbartularies,  and  fuch  as  were  eftcemed  moft  valuable  by 
«fco  monks.  It  is  faid,  that  feme  of  the  MSS.  were  earned  to  Inveraray, 
and  that  a  Duke  of  Montague  found  forac  of  them  in  the  »heps  there,. 
©fed  as  fnuff  paper.  If  any  of  them  were  in  the  library  of  the  family 
of  Argyll,  the  perfecutiou  that  family  underwent,  in  the  time  of  Charles 
fthc  IX  accounts  for  none  being  there  now. 
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in  thefe  diftri&s.  Every  farm  in  the  pariih  having  si. 
ihare  of  the  ihore,  except  4  fmall  ones*  is  of  great  con* 
fequence,  not  only  as  to  frilling,  but  for  the  eafy  pro-: 
coring  of  fea-ware  and  (hell,  and  which  are  the  general 
manures  of  the  pariih.  The  cattle  alfo,  in  winter  and 
fpring,  go  to  the  fhores  and  eat  fea-ware,  which  is  no' 
fmall  advantage  in  times  of  fnow.  But  the  pariih  la- 
bours under  many  difadvantages.  There  are  no  bridges 
and  ilo  roads,  except  what  is  made  in  Rofs  by  the  fta- 
tute-labour.  This  is  a  misfortune  that  is  feverely  felt, 
both  by  the  inhabitants  and  by  ftrangers.  This,  and 
the  want  of  ftage-houfes  upon  the  road,  makes  travel-* 
ling  -difagreeable,  and  often  dangerous.  The  rending 
heritors  have  made  fome  enclofures  upon  the  farms 
where  they  refide ;  the  reft  of  the  pariih  is  open,  ex* 
cept  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  property,  where  fome  farms 
are  nearly  enclofed,  and  fomething  done  upon  all  of 
them*  This  want  of  enclofures  makes  herding  very  ex- 
penfive  to  the  tenant,  and  hurtful  to  the  cattle,  as  they 
are  often  hounded  with  dogs,  and  cannot  pafture  at  cafe. 
It  is  true,  fome  farms  in  the  pariih  cannot  *  be  enclofed, 
but  at  an  enormous  expenfe ;  but  thefe  are  few  in 
number.  The  pariih  being  out  of  the  track  of  (hipping, 
and  in  a  .manner  fequeilered  from  tilt  reft  of  Mull,  by 
high  mountains,  except  one  pafs  through  Gienmore/ 
leading  to  Torafay,  (and  even  this,  without  a  road  01 
bridge)  is  feverely  felt. 

Languages. — The  language  fpoken  in  the  pariih  is 
Gaelic,  which  was  reckoned  very  pure,  by  its  vieiniry 
to  I.  By  the  fchools  in  the  pariih,  fome  of  the  natives 
fpeak  the  Englifli ;  and  fuch  as  ferve  in  the  Low  Coun- 
try fpeak  the  diale&  of  the  places  where  they  ferve.- 

Three 
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Three  from  the  Low  Country,  are  the  only  perfons  in 
the  parifh  that  underftand  the  Engliih  only  *. 

Cburcb9  Stipend,  Schools,  Poor,  &c. — There  are  4 
places  of  worfhip  in  the  parifh,  one  in  each  diftrift  al- 
ready mentioned  ;  but  there  has  been  no  church  in  any 
of  them  fince  the  Reformation,  except  in  Rofs.  In  eve- 
ry other  diftrid,  divine  worfhip  is  at  the  fide  of  a  hill. 
The  Church  of  Rofs  is  alfo  ruinous,  and  has  been  con-, 
demned  by  the  prefbytery  of  Mull,  who  paffed  a  decree 
for  re-building  it,  and  another  church  in  Kilfinichen  in 
Airdmeanach  ;  but  none  is  as  yet  built.  There  is  no 
manfe.  The  incumbent  lives  in  a  houfe  built  by  him- 
felf,  upon  a  fmall  farm  he  rents  from  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyll. The  ftipend  is  80I.  befides  the  glebe.  The  glebe 
meafures  near  70  acres,  including  mofs,  &c.  and  may 
be  worth  about  ioi.  a.year.  All  the  parifliioners  are 
of  the  Eftablifhed  church.  The  Duke  of  Argyll  is  pa-" 
tron.— Such  an  extenfive  parifh  requires  many  fchools  ; 
there  are,  however,  but  2,  the  parochial  fchool,  and  a 
charity  fchool.  The  charity  fchool  is  ftationed  in  I. 
The  fchoolx&after  is  now  fuperannu^ted,  being  confider- 

ably 

'  *  All  the  names  of  places  are  Gaelic,  except  %  or  3  that  are  Danifh. 
The  name  I  has  been  explained  already.  Rofs,  fignifies  a  point  of 
land  jutting  out  into  fca,  or  a  pcninfula.  Brolafs,  a  grey  ridge,  or  a 
rugged  ridge.  Airdmeanach,  the  middle  point,  or  middle  quarter:  it 
g»t  this  name  from  its  lying  in  the  middle  between  the  points  of  Rofs 
and  Freifnifh.  Gribun,  clayey  bottom.  Lochlahick,  the  muddy  or 
clayey  loch.  Lochfcridain  takes  its  name  from  a  farm  called  Scridain : 
It  is  alfo  called  Lochleven,  from  the  elms  that  grew'on  its  fides.  Innis- 
Kenneth,  the  ifland  of  Kcnntth :  Innis  is  corruptly  called  Inch  in  va- 
rious parts  of  Scotland.  Loch-caol,  the  narrow  loch.  Poll-tairve,  the 
Bull  Pond;  but  commonly  called  the  Bull  Hole.  Bellach-na-co-meilg, 
is  a  pafs  near  the  marches  of  Rofs  and  BcoLfs,  where  the  people  of  the 
1  di  ft  rids  met  at  their  hunting  expeditions ;  from  which  circumftancc 
if  took  its  name. 
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sbly  paft  70  years,  upwards  of  40  of  which  he  taught 
#  charity  fchool.  The  Society  have  grren  him  aa  a£. 
fiftant.  He  has  the  grafs  of  2  cows  from  the  Duke  of 
Argyll,  and  a  piece  of  ground  for  potatoes  and  other 
crop.  .  The  parochial  fchool  is  ftationed  in  Rofs,  near 
the  only  church  in  the  parifli ;  but  fuch  is  the  wretched 
'Jtate  of  this  fchool,  that  the  fchoolmafter  is  a  man  who, 
upon  examination,  was  refuted  by  Dr.  Kemp  to  be  the 
aififtant  to  the  charity  fchool  of  I.  The  fchool  flent  of 
the  parifli,  is  81.  6s.  8d.  Sterling  yearly  *• 

There  are,  at  an  average,  60  upon  the  poors  lift. 
Thefe  may  be  faid  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  humanity 
of  the  people.  The  coUe&ions  upon  Sundays,  and  a  few 
fines,  are  the  only  funds  the  feflion  have  for  their  re* 
lief  $  and  thefe  dp  not  exceed  jl«  or  61.  yearly, 

Pqft  Offic*.— There  is  no  poft  office  in  the  pariih. 
The  neareft  poll  office  is  Arofs,  which  is  at  the  diftance 
of  ao  long  computed  milc3  from  tfee  point  of  Roft.    To 

thi* 


•  The  Da&e  of  Argyll  pay*  dm  ihare,  which  is  between  4L  and  5L ; 
but  the  reft  of  the  heritors  pay  none,  pleading  as  an  escufe,  that  the 
school  is  of  no  fenrice  to  their  properties,  There  was  a  charity  fchool 
ftationed  in  Airdmeanach  for  2  years ;  but  as  the  heritors  of  that  dif» 
tricl  did  not  accommodate  the  fchoolmafter  according  to  the  regulations 
•f  the  Society,  the  fchool  was  withdrawn.  The  people  of  the  parifli 
wifli  to  have  fchools;  bat  cannot  fupport  them  without  afliftance. 
There  are  at  prefent  boys  teaching  in  different  corners  of  the  parifli; 
but  it  would  be  better  to  want  teachers  who  can  hardly  read  them, 
felves.  The  incumbent,  who,  though  within  a  mile  of  the  parochial 
fchool,  was  obliged  to  get  a  teacher  from  the  Low  Country,  is  joined  by 
many  of  his  neighbours  (who  did  not  choofe  to  have  their  children  un- 
der the  tuition  of  the  parochial  fchoolmafter)  in  building  a  fchool-hovfe. 
and  in  paying  fame  of  the  tutor's  wages, 
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Char  after  of  the  Inhabitants,  &c. — The  people,  in  ge-* 
neral,  are  fober,  induftrious,  humane,  and  ready  enough 
to  follow  any  branch  of  bufinefs  that  they  fee  clearly  is  for 
their  advantage..  The  ground  they  have  to  labour,  and 
the  method  of  labouring,  {how  their  induftry  and  perfe* 
yerance.  The  number  of  pdor  they  fupport,  fhows  their 
humanity ;  as  alfo  2  fhipwrecks  that  happened  within 
thefe  6  years.  In  both  instances,  the  poor  failors  were 
treated  with  kindnefs  and  humanity.  One  of  thefe  vef* 
fels  was  wrecked  in  Rofs  ;  and  i(  is  very  remarkable, 
that  a  quantity  of  cork,  very  uieful,  and  much  wanted 
in  the  country  for  their  nets,  foattered  over  a  ftrand  of  up* 
wards  of  a  mile  in  extent,  was  not  touched  by  the  in- 
habitants, though  many  were  too  poor  to  buy  it,  even  if 
they  had  an  opportunity.  It  has  been  mentioned  al- 
ready, the  attempts  made  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll  to  em* 
ploy  the  idle  hands  in  the  country,  in  fifliing  and  quar- 
rying of  marble.  He  has  now  fent  flax  among  them  ta 
be  fpun  ;  and  as  both  men  and  women  fee  their  interefts 
very  clearly,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  his  Grace's  humane 
intentions  will,  by  degrees,  have  the  efie&s  he  meant,* 

Vol.  XIV.  '  D  d  They 

•  A  few  get  their  letters  by  Auchnacraig,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of 
24  computed  miles  from'  the  point  of  Rofs.  For  fome  yean  back,  the 
jrirate  gentlemen  in  Rofs  and  Broiafe  engaged  a  man,  whom  we  call 
a,  runner,  to  go  once  a  week  to  Arofe ;  but  this  year  feveral  of  theft  gen- 
tlemen going  to  the  army,  and  others  of  them  having  removed  to  fome 
other  pans  of  Mull,  there  is  no  runner ;  the  few  gentlemen  remaining  not 
being  able  to  employ  one,  the  letters  come,  as  opportnunioty  of. 
fen,  from  Arofs  poft  office.  They  fomctimes  lie  there  for  a  month'. 
There  is  no  way  of  remedying  this  evil,  but  by  eftabliflting  a  poft 
«fice  at  the  head  of  Lochfcridatr ;  but  perhaps  this  would  be  too 
much  expenfe  for  any  benefit  the  public  at  large  could  receive  from  it, 
4*y  letters  directed  to  refidenters  in.  the  parilh,  ought w  bc  bv  Axq^l 
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They  are  by  no  means  fuperftitious,  yet  they  ftill  retain 
fome  opinions  handed  down  by  their  anceftors  perhaps  from- 
the  times  of  the  Druids.  It  is  believed  by  them,  that  the 
fpirit  of  the  laft  perfon  that  was  buried  watches  round' 
the  churchyard  till  another  is  buried,  to  whom  he  de- 
livers his  charge.  A  man  in  I,  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Ih- 
nis,  touches  for  the  King's  evil.  He  is  the  7th  fon  ;  and 
it  is  firmly  believed  in  the  country  that  he  has  this  gift 
of  curing.  He  touches,  or  rubs  over  the  fore  with  his 
hand,  2  Thurfdays  and  2  Sundays  fucceffively,  in 
the  name  of  the  Trinity,  and  fays,  "  It  is  God  that 
cures."  He  aflcs  nothing  for  his  trouble.  It  is  believ- 
ed, if  he  did,  there  would  be  no  cure.  He  is  often  fenff 
for  out  of  the  country  ;  and  though  he  afks  nothing,  yet 
fhe  patients,  or  their  friends,  make  him  prefents.  He  is 
Jerfeftly  illiterate,  and  fays,  he  does  not  know  how  the. 
cure  is  effe&ed,  but  that  God  is  pleafed  to  work  it  in 
confequence  of  his  touch— They  are  accuftomed  to  the 
lea  from  their  infancy ;  and  many  of  them  go  to  the 
Clyde,  where  they  make  expert  and  hardy  feamen. 
Numbers  alfo  inlift  in  different  Highland  corps.  Sixty 
rtxen  from  Rofs  and  I  inlifted  in  the  late  Weft  Fencible 
regiment,  raifed  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  befides  what 
inlifted  in  the  74th,  raifed  under  his  Grace's  patronage,, 
and  alfo  in  the  2d  battalion  of  the  7  ift.  In  fpring  1793, 
56  left  the  fame  diftri&s,  to  the  ArgylUhire  Fencibles, 
commanded  by  the  Marquis  of  Lorn  ;  befides,  a  number 
«jf  fine  growing  boys,  were  ready  to  go  to  the  fame  corp, 
but  could  not  be  taken,  as  they  were  not  fit  for  imme- 
diate fervice.  From  the  reft  of  the  parifli,  many  follow- 
ed Major  M'Lean  of  Lochbuy,  and  Captain  M'Lean  of 
Kinlochluine,  to  the  fame  corp.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  it  is  only  with -humane  proprietors,  and  under  whom 

thtj 


Of  Kilfinicbcn  and  Kilviccuen.        £  I  i 

i 
they  live  eafily,    that  they  are  difpofed  to  inlift.     Such 

has  been  the  general  good  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants, 
that  none  have  fuiFered  capital  punifhment  in  the  memory 
of  any  perfoh  living ;  nor  has  any  been  confined  in  jail 
for  any  crime  that  is  remembered,   except  one  man  in 
Summer  1 793,  who  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  fraudulent  bank- 
rupt.    Improvements  go  on  but  {lowly,  hut  ftill  fome~ 
thing  is  done.     There  was  but  one  flatcd  hqufe  in  the 
parifh  when  the  prefent  incumbent  was   admitted  in 
1780  ;  now  there  are  3  upon  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  pro- 
perty, built  by  tackfmen,  and  3  built  by  refiding  heri- 
tors.    The  common  tenants  alfo  upon  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyll's property,  lodge  more  comfortably  as  to  houfes 
than  ufual.     It-  may  be  reckoned  among  the  improve- 
ments of  the  country,  .the  hills  now  being  flocked  with 
iheep,  and  the  low  marihy  grounds  being,   in  general, 
flocked  with  black  cattle  entirely.     Mofs  and  marihy 
ground  is  unfavourable  to  fheep ;  hills  and  mountains  are 
better  fuiped  to  them  than  to  black  cattle. 

Dda  NUMBER 


K  B.  In  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  triu'eh  accompanied  the  abort 
Stttiftical  Account,  Mr.  Campbell  mentions,  "  That  Edikburoh  is  caU- 
«d  Dun-monaidb,  in  Highland  tales.  I  thought  it  was  called  fo  by  talc- 
makers  only,  till  fome  years  ago,  I  had  occafion  to  get  Bifbop  Carfwell 
*f  Argyll**  tranflation  of  the  Service  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  into  Gae.* 
|k,  oat  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  library  at  Inveraray.  It  is  alfo  there 
(called  Dum-monasdb,  which  fignifie*  the  M  Hill  of.  the  Moor."  Hie  boefc 
was  pnblilhcd  at  Edinburgh  foon  after  the  Reformation. 
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PARISH  or  KINFAUNS. 

(County  or  Perth,  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling) 
Presbytery  of  Perth.) 

By  the  Rev.  %ir.  George  Chapman.    - 


Name,  Situation,  ana\  Extent.  ^ 

TH  E  name  feems  to  have  been  the  fame  in  ancient 
as  in  modern  times,  and  is  probably  of  Gaelic 
origin.  It  is  deduced  by Tome  from  "ce aUn%  head  of  e&d, 
md  fauns'*;  high  ground,  or  the  declivity  of  a  mouni 
tain.  In  this  fehfe,  it  is  fuppofed  to  refer  to  the  terl 
mination,  or  rather  the  interruption,  on  the  W.  corner 
of  the  parifli,  of  thofe  hills  which  run  acrofs  the  coun- 
try, towards  Stirling,  from  the  Red  Head  in  Angus  f. 
'  •     *  '  •  '  This 

•  Hence,  probably,  the  name  of  Fauns,  in  Lauderdale,  fo  celebrated 
for  its  oats,  originated.  , 

f  Others  refolve  Kinfauns  into  Ccann  or  Ken,  and  fan,  an  obfolete 
word,  fignifying  hollow.    This  derivation  implies,  the  bead  of  the  fiat 

'"'•   -.--•••  or 
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This  parifli  begins  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below  Perth, 
and  runs  for  3  or  4  miles  along  the  northern  banks  qF 
the  Tay,  forming  an  irregular  figure  of  above  5  miles 
long,  and  between  a  and  3  broad. 

Surface  and  Soil. — The  furface  is  confiderably  diver- 
ged by  level  and  rifing  grounds,  by  wood  and  water. 
.The  lands  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay  are  flat.  On  the 
wefterh  boundary,  at  a  final!  diftance  from  the  river, 
rifes  a  ridge  .of  hills,  whofe  tops  are  covered  with  ex- 
tenfive  plantations.  Of  thefe  hills,  Rinnoul  is  the  moft 
remarkable.  It  lies  partly  in  the  parifli  of  that  name, 
and  partly  in  the  parilh  of  Kinfauns  ;  and  prefents  to 
ihe  S.  a  large  abrupt  front  of  rock,  of  a  ftriking  appear- 
ance, efpecially  from  the  old  poft-foad,  which  went  clofe 
to  its  bafc.  On  this  fide,  the  afcent  is  exceedingly  fteep, 
and  its  height  is  632  feet  above  the  levei  of  the  Tay. 
The  fummit  proje&s  in  rugged  clifls  of  a  feamy  texture, 
which  being  gradually  loofened  by  the  froft  and  rain, 
have  fometimes  fallen  in  large  maffes,  with  prodigious 
force,  into  the  plain  below.  About  27  yeap  ago,  a 
farm  houfe,  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  was  almoft  deftroy- 
ed  by  one  of  thefe  maffes  of  rock,  and  a  woman  inftarit- 
ly  killed.  On  account  of  this  accident,  the  farm-ftead 
was  removed  to  a  proper  diftance  from  fuch  a  danger- 
pus  fituation.     The  hills  afford  variety  of  delightful 

5  protpe&s. 

«r  plain ;  and  is  alfo  applicable  to  the  fituation  of  the  country. .  At  the 
foot  of  the  hills  now  mentioned,  the  parilh  lies  in  a  valley  or  hollow, 
which  gradually  opens,  in  an  eafterly  direction,  into  the  plain  of  tho 
fcarfe  of  Gbwrie.  Thefe  are  the  moft  plaufible  opinions  refpert  ing  the 
^rigin  of  the  name ;  and  as  opinions  only,  they  are  given.  But,  even 
thefe  fnggeft,  that  certainty  is  not  always  to  be  erpected,  in  deductions 
from  a  language  which,  it  is  allowed,  often  affords  fcopc  for  fancy  and 
toonjc&nre. 
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profpe&s.  From  fome  places  is  beheld  die  courfe  of  the 
Tay,  for  r8  or  20  miles ;  a  noble  piece  of  water,  and 
a  fcene  often  enlivened  by  numbers  of  vefiels  under  fail, 
and  fifhing  boats.  From  the  fame  eminences,  the  wind- 
ings of  the  Earn,  through  the  mouth  of  that  pleafant 
ftrath  or  valley  to  which  it  gives  name,  are  alfo  a  beau- 
tiful objedt.  From  another  pointt  opens  at  once  to  the 
view,  the  whole  fertile  plain  of  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie, 
bounded  by  a  fweep  of  hills,  which  fall  back  on  the  N., 
and  by  the  Frith  of  Tay  on  the  S. $  the  profpefi  termi- 
nating to  the  E.  with  the  fteeple  of  Dundee,  Broughty 
Caille,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Tay,  where  it  enters  the 
German  Ocean. 

The  foil  is  various.  The  banks  of  the  river  are  co- 
vered with  a  ftrong  clay,  capable,  with  proper  culture, 
of  carrying  the  heavieft  crops.  The  grounds  rifing  tor 
wards  the  hills  confift  of  an  eafy  black  mould,  in  many 
places  deep  and  rich,  even  at  a  confiderable  height.  In 
the  level  part  of  the  parilh,  on  the  £.  fide,  the  fame 
kind  of  foil  is,  in  fome  places,  mixed  with  day ;  in 
others,  with  fand.  The  lands  under  cultivation  are,  in 
general,  good  and  fertile :  the  uncultivated  parts  are 
znoftly  covered  with  plantations ;  fo  that  there  is  not  much 
walte  ground  within  the  parilh. 

./&>.— The  air  is  exceedingly  pure  and  healthful.  The 
drynefs  of  the  grounds,  and  the  ftrong  currents  of  weft- 
erly  wind  which  often  blow,  as  through  a  funnel,  be- 
tween the  hills  of  Kinnoul  and  Moredun,  probably  con- 
tribute to  purify  the  air,  and  to  render  it  falubrious. 
No  local  diftempers  are  known  to  prevail  here  \  nor  are 
epidemical  infections  either  common,  or  remarkably 
fatal. 

7*J 
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TTay  ani  Salmon  Ftflringr* — Befides   a  few   rivulet* 
within  the  pariih,  the  Tay  waflies  its  fouthern  boundary 
for  3  or  4  miles  ;  and  is  here  navigable  for  ihips,  cutter 
built,  of  xoo  tons :     Dutch  or  flat-bottomed  veffels  ofT 
above  200  tons  can  go  up  to  Perth.     Having  received, 
in  its  courfe,  the  Dochart,  Lochy,  Lion,  Tumble,  Gary^. 
Bran,  Ifla  and  Almond,  all  coniiderable  rivers,  befides- 
many  inferior  flreams,  the  Tay  carries  here  a  body  of 
frefli  water,    far  fuperior   to   any  other  river  in  the. 
rfland  *.     The  neap  tides  rife  6  feet ;  the  fpring  ones 
from  9  to  1  of.     But  could  the  channel  be  contracted 
by  an   embankment,    efpecially  upom  the  large  plain, 
Which  is  overflowed  for  about  xo  miles,  between  Inchyrav 
and  Invergowrie,  the  tide  would  rife  much  higher,  and 
flow  with  ^greater  rapidity ;  whilft  large  tracks  of  va- 
luable land  would  be  recovered  for  the  purpofes  of  agri- 
culture.    This  undertaking,,  however,  is  of  fuch  mag. 
nitude  and  enormous  expenfe,  that  it  can  only  be  the 
Work  of  ages. 

The  Tay  abounds  with  excellent  falmon,  and  fine  trout 
of  different  kinds,  particularly  a  fpecies  of  fea-trout, 
the  white  and  red  ;  the  latter  of  which  is  reckoned  the 
ftronger  flavoured,  the  former  more  delicate.  They 
weigh  from  2  to  6  lb.  The  large  bull  trout  is  fome* 
times  found  from  16  to  30  lb.  and  upwards.  The  faU 
mon  filhings  in  the  Tay  are  an  object  of  coniiderable 
importance,  and  furnifh  a  valuable  article  of  trade  to  the 
town  of  Perth.  The  rent  of  the  whole  river,  including 
the  late  rifes  on  the  filhings,  is,  upon  the  moil  authentic 
and  refpe&able  information,  not  below  7000I.  Sterling. 
This  is  a  great  fum,  when  it  is  confidercd  how  rapidly 
it  has  arifen  almoft  from  nothing  f. 

The 
•  •  The  Earn  fall*  alfo  into  the  Tay  a  or  3  miles  below  this  pariih. 
i  For  many  years  after  the  beginning  of  this  century,  the  filhtnga 

were 
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The  fifhings  upon  the  Kinfauns  eftate  aloile,  extending 

between  2  and  y  miles  along  the  N.  fide  of  the  river 

only,  and  which  are  almoft  entirely  in  this  pariih,  did 

not,  in  1740,  bring  iool.  yearly  of  free  rent.'    Iji  1763 

they  rofe  to  1000L ;  in  1782  to  1400L ;  and  they  are 

now  (November  1793)  let  in  a  new  leafe  for  2560I. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  other  fifhings  within  the  pariih, 

to  the  amount  of  450I.,  making  altogether  upwards  of 

3000I.  annually.     There  are  from  70  to  80  men,  and 

about  40  boats,  employed  on  thefe  fifhings.     The  fal« 

mon  are  carried  to  market  frefli,  pickled,  and  faked. 

Very  few,  of  late  years,  have  been  faked ;  a  good  many 

are  kitted  or  pickled ;  but  by  far  the  greateft  quantity 

is  run  up  frefli,  in  ice,  to  London,  where  they  are  now 

often  eaten  almoft  as  frefli  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay/ 

The  plan  of  preferring  the  fifh  in  ice  Was  firft  fuggefted 

by  George  Dempfter,  Efq*  of  Dunnichen,  the  late  pub- 

lic-fpirited  member  for   the   neighbouring    diftriA    of 

boroughs,  and  has  been  attended  with  the  greateft  fu&- 

cefs  ». 

Roads. 

were  let  along  with  the  contiguous  farms,  aiuf  were  of  very  little  value, 
either  to  the  proprietors  or  tackfmen.  They  did  not  then  begin  to  fiih 
till  the  feed -time  was  finUhed  ;  and,  by  cbnfequence,  the  molt  valoabld 
part  of  the  feafon  was  entirely  loft ;  whilft  fcarcely  any  other  marke£ 
Was  known  befides  home  confumptibn,  which  did  not  then  bring  id.  the 
pound.  Since  that  period,  the  bed  of  the  river  has  been  cleared  of  ail 
obftructions  to  the  nets,  and  the  filhings  have  been  disjoined  from  the 
farms ;  circumftances  which  rendered  them  an  interefting  concern,  and 
worthy  of  attention.  A  'demand  from  the  Catholick  States,  along  witH 
the  Mediterranean,  for  faltrd  fifh,  was  one  mean  of  railing  their  price. 
This  was  followed'  by  a  brffk  trade  from  the  London  market,  which  has 
greatly  increased  the  value  of  the  nth  to  the  tackfmen,  and  of  the  rents 
to  the  proprietors. 

»  •  The  price  of  falmon,  in  fpring,  is  fometimes  is.,  fometimes  o&' 
the  lb. ;  in  June  6d. ;  and  in  July  and  Auguft  5d.  About  15  or  $• 
years  ago,  it  fold  for  x$d.,  and  often  for  id.  the  lb.  The  clofe-fegjfon 
in  the  Tay  is  from  Auguft  26*.  to  the  nth  of  Deccjabex. 
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Roads.— An  excellent  turnpike  road,  opened  lately  from 
Perth  to  Dundee,  enters  the  parifh  on  the  W.,  and  runs ' 
nearly  its  whole  length.  The  leading  principle  in  its  for- 
mation, is  to  avoid  pulls,  which  has  been  fo  effe&ually 
accomplifhed,  that  it  goes  almoft  upon  a  level  between 
thefe  towns.  The  diftance  has  alfo  been  reduced ;  Xo 
that  travellers,  while  they  pafs  along  an  eafy  road,  and 
through  a  fine  country,  fave  nearly  as  much  in  horfe  or 
chaife  hire,  as  is  equal  to  the  expenfe  of  the  tolls.  The 
proposal  of  a  turnpike  road  met  with  univerfal  approba- 
tion, fo  obvious  were  its  advantages.  The  crofs  roads 
in  this  parifh  are  already  tolerable,  and  will  probably  be 
ftill  improving,  by  having  the  ftatute  work  chiefly  ap* 
plied  to  their  repair  and  fupport.  The  ftatute  labour 
is  here  fometimes  commuted,  Sometimes  taken  in  kind. 

Fmrmi  and  Agrisulture.— -The  farms,  in  general,  run 
from  50  or  60  to  100  acres.  A  few  are  larger.  Ex- 
cepting gentlemens  enclofures,  for  their  own  ufe,  there 
are  fcarcely  any  in  the  parifh ;  nor  indeed  do  they  prevail 
in  this  trad  of  country,  lying  immediately  along  the  N. 
lide  of  the  Tay,  or  through  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie.  As 
thefe  lands  are  nearly  on  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  fhel- 
tered  from  the  N.  by  a  ridge  of  neighbouring  hills,  their 
climate  is.nauirally  warm,  and  their  harveft  early.  The 
foil  in  this  parifh  and  diftrid,  is  more  adapted  for  pro* 
during  grain  of  all  kinds,  than  for  pafture.  Very  little 
of  it,  therefore,  is  employed  for  this  purpofe.  On  the 
lighter  grbunds,  fome  flax,  turnip,  and  potatoes,  are 
raifed  for  private  ufe  $  but,  upon  the  whole,  this  is  a 
com  country. 

Our  fyftem  of  agriculture,  as  in  mod  other  parts  of 
Scotland,  has  been  exceedingly  improved  within  thefe 

Vol  XIV.  E  e  20  *r 
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ao  or  30  years  gaft.  The  diftindion  of  outfield  and  infield 
no  longer  exifls ;  mod  of  the  grounds  are  cleared  of  ftones, 
broom  andj furze;  the  ridges  are  reduced  and  ftraightened, 
wet  lands  drained,  and  a  far  fuperior  tillage  introduced. 
Artificial  grades  have  long  been  fown  to  great  advantage ; 
lime,  and  other  manures,  have  been  applied ;  and  fummer 
fallow  is  become  more  frequent ;  all  of  which,  with  a 
proper  rotation  of  cropping,  have  produced  the  beft  ef- 
fects. It  is,  however,  ftill  to  be  regretted,  that  though 
thefe  improvements  are  well  underftood,  jet  they  are 
fometimes,,  particularly  in  cropping  regularly,  but  par- 
tially obferved.  The  rotation  reckoned  beft,  is,  ift, 
Fallow,  drafted  with  lime,  or  dung,  or  both ;  adly, 
Wheat ;  3<lly,  Peafe,  and  green  crops,  to  prepare  the 
ground  for,  4thly,  Barley,  fown  down  with  grafs  feeds  * 
5thly,  Hay ;  6thly,  Oats.  This  fucceffion  preferves  the 
land  in  high  order,  and  makes  the  returns  much  larger. 
Another,  courfe,  alfo  in  pra&ice,  is,  ift,  Peafe ;  2dlyv 
Wheat ;  3dly,  Barley ;  4thly,  Grafs  ;  Jthly,  Oats.  This 
anfwers  tolerably  well  in  light  lands,  but  is  unfuitable  to 
clay.  Farms  are  generally  caft  into  5  or  6  divifions,  and 
one  of  thefe  allotted  to  each  kind  of  grain,  a  hay  crop  and 
fallow ;  but,  of  late  years,  wheat  has  greatly  exceeded 
this  proportion,  and,  inftead  of  being  a  fifth  or  fixth, 
is  nearer  a  fourth  or  third  of  the  whole  produce. 

Eight  bolls  of  wheat  and  barley  upon  the  acre,  are 
eonfidered  as  a  tolerable  crop ;  9  and  10  a  good  one  ;  but 
1 2  bolls  of  wheat  upon  fallow,  and  the  fame  quantity  and 
more  of  oats  after  grafs,  are  frequently  obtained:  Beans 
in  drill  yi£ld  10  or  12  bolls,  fometimes  a  good  deal  more. 
They  are  3  times  hand-hoed ;  the  expenfe  of  which  is 
about  a  guinea  an  acre.  But,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  with 
«fps&  tp  returns  in  general,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  fix 
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ftny  ftandar  d,  as  they  muft  vary  greatly  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  feafon  ;  and,  in  a  very  particular 
manner,  according  to  the  pains,  manure,  and  culture  be* 
flowed*. 

There  is  fcarcely  any  land  in  the  parilh  below  20s* 
the  acre.  The  greater  part  gives  25s.  and  30s. ;  a  good 
deal  rents  from  3?s.  to  40s.,  and  fome  of  it  is  as  high  as 
50s.  Two  remaining  years  of  a  leafe  of  a  farm,  belong- 
ing to  Lord  Gray,  were  lately  bought  up  at  3I.  10s,  and 
upwards,  the  acre.  The  prefent  medium  rent  of  land 
tnay  be  about  il.  8s.  or  il.  10s.  the  acre. 

A  great  deal  more  grain  is  raifed  in  the  parifli  than 
»  fcrves  itfelf.  Wheat  and  barley  are  exported  to  a  con- 
siderable amount ;  and  the  fanners  can  now  fometimes 
fpare  a  few  oats  and  peafe,  with  a  good  deal  of  hay  for 
the  market.  Thefe  are,  indeed,  the  ftaple  commodities 
Bpon  which  they  muft  depend  for  their  rents,  and  the 
fupport  of  their  families. 

The  grain  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  generally  of 
an  excellent  quality,  and  the  prices  are  proportionably 
high.  Wheat,  for  the  2  laft  crops,  fold  from  21s.  to 
44s. ;  barley  at  i8s. ;  oats  at  15s.  and  16s.  j  peafe  at 
I  as.  and  13s.  the  boll,  Linlithgow  meafure ;  oat  meal 
fold  from  i6s.  to  183.  the  boll,  of  8  ftones  Dutch  weight* 
The  kinds  of  ploughs  ufed  here,  are  commonly  of  Small'* 
conftrudion,  drawn  by  2  horfes ;  their  number  is  about 
56  or  58.  There  are  between  60  and  70  carts,  exclufivt 
of  corn-carts  ufed  in  harveft. 

Eei  The 

•  The  feed*time  begins  is  (boa  as  the  weather  admits  iri  March,  ami 
doles  with  May.  Wheat  is  (own  from  the  middle  of  September  till 
the  end  of  October,  and  even  later  on  light  land,  if  the  feafon  he  dry* 
The  harveft  generally  commences  with  the  firft  week  of  Septemhtr, 
ftmethnca  in.  the  cad  of  AngvJU 
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The  general  contents  of  the  parifli,  are  about  378* 
Scotch  acres ;  of  which  2520  are  arable,  excepting  a  verjr 
ftn&U  proportion*  The  remaining  1260  acres,  are  under 
plantations.  Thefe  run  along  the  tops  and  front  of  the 
hills,  and  confift  moftly  of  Scotch  fir,  with  larixes,  beech, 
oak,  and  other  foreft  trees  intermixed. 

Horfes  and  Black  Cattle. — A3  no  black  cattk  are  em* 
floyed  here  in  operations  of  hufbandry,  not  many,  ex- 
cepting cows,  are  reared.  Some  young  (lots,  or  win* 
terings,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  are  bought  in  for 
eating  up  the  fodder  in  winter,  and  are  fold,  or  fent  off 
to  grafe  in  fummexr.  Horfes  are,  for  the  moil  part, 
bought ;  few  are  reared.  Befides  what  gentlemen  keep 
for  their  own  private  ufe,  the  number  of  (beep  is  but 
fmalL  Cows  and  cattle,  at  prefent,  antount  to  400 : 
there  are  186  horfes,  and  about  90  iheep. 

Population* — There  is  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  this* 
(arifh  is  not  now  fo  populous  as  formerly.  The  rapid 
fuccefs  of  the  manufa&ures,  which  has  drawn  the  people 
from  the  country  to  the^towns,  is  one  great  caufe  of  de- 
population. Uniting  fmall  pofleffions,  or  crofts,  into 
farms,  is  another  ;  and  the  difufe  of  cottagers/  as  farm* 
ibg  fervants,  has  alio  contributed  to  the  fame  efieft.  It 
has  become  much  the  pra&ice,  of  late  years,  to  employ 
Unmarried  men  as  farming  fervants ;  of  courfe  cotta- 
gers, and  their  houfes,  have,  in  fbme  degree,  difappear* 
ed».  3 

Ahftraa 

•  This  mode  may  be  attended  with  fame  trivial  advantages ;  but  how 
far  it  it  founded  ia  found  policy,  may  be  freatly  ojaeftioned.  Some  of  it* 
t)frdvantaxes  arc  obvious    Scarcity  of  hands,  advance  on  tbe  price  of 

labour, 
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Mtmagci, 
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4 

6 
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7 

7 

»7*St 

»3 

6 

17*«, 

4 

X 

»7*7. 

xo 

ft 

»7*% 

.      4 

6 

1789* 

*3 

4 

*79°* 

J 

s 

*^l, 

13 

4 

«79*» 

11 

5 

105  Atct. 

icj. 

ao  Average  2 

42  A* 

Thefe  are  the  ftatemcnts  in  the  parifli  record.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  in  explanation  of  the  above,  that 
Wherever  there  are  feftaries  in  a  parifli,  the  entries  upon 
the  rcgifter  of  the  eftabliftiment  are  not  only  irregularly 
made,  and  the  numbers  of  the  different  years  thus  ren- 
dered difproportionate,  but  they  are  fome times  negleft* 
td  altogether. 

Statistical 


labour,  and  the  want  of  a  healthy ,  rotaft  fet  of  men  to  recruit  our  fleet* 
tod  armies,  in  any  national  emergency,  are  natural  tonfequences  of  a  thin 
population.  In  barred  170a,  before  the  manufactures  met  with  any 
check,  journeymen  weavers,  who  ufed  formerly  to  reap  in  harveft,  and 
earn  rl.  4s.  aad  ll.  5s.  for  3  weeks  labour,  refufed  to  work  under  2s.  and 
««•  6d.  a-day,  which  they  could  make  at  the  loom,  A  fet  of  healthy  cot- 
tagers,  and  their  families,  would  have  prevented  fueh  hardship,  and  ren- 
dered inoft  eflcntial  fervice  to  their  matters  at  that  critical  fetforn, 
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Statistical  Table. 


Number  of  fouls,  by  return  made 

to  Dr.  Webfter,       639 
— — ofhoufesin  1771, 

1 5 a ,  containing       7 1  o  fouls. 
— of  houfesin  1793, 

133,  containing       628  about  4}. 

Of  thefe,  under  10  years  old, 

are,  130 

From  18  to  ao,  106 

ao  to  $0,  185 

50  to  70,  p8 

Afore  70,  a 


Males, 
Females, 


Heritors, 
Farmers  families, 
Widowers  3,  widows  17, 


507 
618 


5 
*7 
ao 


Clergyman,  1 

Weavers  and  their  apprentices,    ay 
Shoemakers,  *  y 

Wrights,  -  £. 

Smiths,  *  4 

Tailors,  3 

Cooper,  *  1 

Seceders,        -*  71 

Servants,  male  50,  female  38,     If 
Farms,  betides  fome  crops,  39 

Ale-houfes,  3 

Horfes,  -  -  I  So* 

Cows  and  black  cattle,  about     400 
Sheep,  -  -       s    9a 

Ploughs*,  -  -  56* 

Carts,  -  -  $0—70 

Number  of  Scotch  acres,  378* 

Valued  rent,    593SL  13s.  4d.  Scot* 
Real  rent,  including  30O0L  for  fiflif 
ings,  about  5800I.  Sterling* 


Stipend,  School,  Poor,  &c. — The  church  is  an  old 
building,  without  any  date.  It  was  repaired  in  1789^ 
and  is  now  a  decent  and  comfortable  place  of  worfliip* 
The  rflanfe  was  built  in  1739,  anc*  repaired  in  1769. 
The  ftipend  confifts  of  4  bolls  wheat,  67  meal,  41  bar- 
ky, and  27I.  1  os.  of  money,  With  a  glebe  of  4  acres* 
There  are  5  heritors  in  the  pafiih,  3  of  whom  refide 
occafionally,  and  a  conftantly.  The  Earl  of  Mansfield 
is  patr.on.— The  fchool  and  fchool-houfe  wexe  built  ill 
1769,  and  are  in  tolerable  repair.  The  fchoolmafter's 
falary,  paid  by  the  heritors,  was  lately  augmented  by 
them,  from  100  to  200  merks.  From  his  office  of  fef- 
fion-clerk,  and  as  precentor,  he  may  have  about  4I.,  and 
nearly  as  much  fiom  his  fchool-fees  j  making  altogether 

about 
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about  17L  or  18I.  annually. — There  are  no  begging 
poor  in  the  pariih.  The  number  upon  the  roll  is  com* 
monly  from  7  to  10.  They  are  fupplied  by' the  weekly 
collections,  and  ufual  cafualties,  which  may  be  toge- 
ther ill.  or  13I.  yearly;  and  the  intereft  of  about  500I. 
capita],  which  has  arifen  partly  from  pious  donations, 
partly  from  favings  when  the  times  admitted.  From 
thefe  funds  they  are  provided,  without  any  aflcfTmenr, 
in  a  regular  monthly  allowance,  and  alfo  with  clothes, 
and  fome  coals  for  the  winter  *• 

Language— —The  language  of  this  pariih  and  corner  is 
6axon,  intermixed  with  Scottiih  words  and  expreffions  ; 
attended,  however,  by  little  or  no  provincial  accent  or 
dialed.  Though  this  part  of  the  country  is  not  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  Highlands,  yet  neither  Gaelic 
words  nor  accent  are  known  amongft  the  natives  be- 
low Perth.  Very  few  names  of  places  are  Erfe  5  but  a 
great  number  arc  Scotch  or  Saxon. 

Antiquities. — In  the  Caftle  of  Kinfauns,  is  kept  a 
large  old  fword,  probably  made  near  500  years  ago,  and 
to  be  ufed  by  both  hands.  It  is  fliaped  like  a  broad 
fword,  and  is  5  feet  9  inches  long,  2t  inches  broad  at 
fhe  hilt,  and  of  a  proportionable  thicknefs,  with  a  round 

knob 

•  Be  fides  thefe  ft*  ted  fupplies,  liberal  pi  irate  charities  are  given  oc- 
cafionally  to  families  in  diftxtfs.  This  temporary  relief  ii  productive  of 
the  bed  confccruences,  by  preventing  the  laborious  poor  from  falling  int* 
total  ruin,  and  becoming  public  burdens.  As  long  as  the  common  people 
can  be  prefervrd  from  being  known  objects  of  charity,  a  decent  pride 
excites  their  iutlu/try  ;  but  this  foon  dif appear*,  when  once  they  are  re- 
gular petitioners  en  a  pariih  roll.  The  effects  of  harveft  178a  were, 
comparatively,  but  little  felt  here.  As  the  funds  are  plentiful,  the  poor 
a?er«  wi  U  fuelled,  without  a»  y  part  of  the  aid  allowed  by  £over»oic*t» 


224  Statiflical  Account 

knob  at  the  upper  end,  near  8  inches  in  circumference* 
This  terrible  weapon  bears  the  name  of  Charteris* s 
fword  g  and  probably  belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Charteris, 
commonly  called  Thomas  de  Longueville,  once  proprie- 
tor of  the  eftate  of  Kinfauns.  Sir  Thomas  Charteris, 
alias  Longueville,  was  a  native  of  France,  and  of  an  an- 
cient family  in  that  country.  If  credit  can  be  given  to 
accounts  of  fuch  remote  date,  when  he  was  at  the  court 
of  Philip  le  Bel,  in  the  end  of  the  13th  century,  he  had 
m  difpute  with,  and  killed  a  French  nobleman  in  the 
king's  prefence.     He  efcapecL  but  was  refufed  pardon. 

Having,  for  feveral  years,  infeffed  the  feas  as  a  pi- 
rate, known  by  the  name  of  the  Red  Beaver,  from  the 
colour  of  the  flags  he  carried  on  his  fliips,  in  May  1301 
or  130a  (by  Adamfon's  Chronology),  Sir  William 
Wallace,  in  his  way  to  France,  encountered  and  took 
liim  prifoner.  At  Wallace's  interceffion,  the  French 
King  conferred  on  him  a  pardon,  and  the  honour  of 
knighthood.  He  accompanied  Wallace  on  his  return  to 
Scotland,  and  was  ever  after  his  faithful  friend,  and  aid- 
ing in  his  exploits.  Upon  that  hero's  being  betrayed, 
«nd  carried  to  England,  Sir  T  nomas  Charteris  retired 
to  Lochmaben,  where  Jie  remained  till  Robert  Bruce 
began  to  affert  his  right  to  the  crown  of  Scotland.  He 
joined  Bruce  j  and  was,  if  we  may  believe  Adamfonf 
*yho  refers  to  Barbeur,  the  firft  who  followed  that  king 
into  the  water,  at  the  taking  of  Perth,.  January  8.  13 13. 

Bruee  rewarded  his  bravery,  by  giving  him  lands  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Perth,  which  appear  to  have  been 
thofe  of  Kinfauns,  and  which  continued  in  the  family  of 
Charteris  for  many  years.  It  is  to  this  ancient  knight* 
and  to  the  antique  fword  above  mentioned,  that  Adam- 

fo» 
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ha  refers,  in  'thcfe  lines  (Book  VI.)  of  hk  Mufe's 
.Threnodie. 


-Kinfauns*  which  Thomas  Longueville 


Some  time  did  hold,  whofe  ancient  fword  of  fteel 
Remains  unto  this  day,  and  of  that  land 
Is  chiefeft  evident* 

About  40  years  ago,  upon  opening  the  burying  vault 
under  the  aile  of  the  church  of  Kinfauns,  erefted  by  this 
family,  there  was  found  a  head- piece,  or  kind  of  hel- 
met, made  of  feveral  folds  of  linen,  or  fome  ftrong  ftuflf, 
painted  over  with  broad  ftripes  of  blue  and  white; 
which  feems  to  have  been  part  of  the  fictitious  armour, 
wherein  the  body  of  Thomas  Longueville,  or  Charteris, 
had  been  depofited  *. 

The  eftate  of  Kinfauns  afterward  belonged  to  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  name  of  Carnegie,  of  the  Northeflc  family ; 
from  whom  it  pafled  to  that  of  Blair,  whofe  heirefs  was 
married  to  John  Lord  Gray,  father  of  the  prefent  Lord. 

There  is  alfo  in  the  houfe  of  Kinfauns,  which  Hands 
on  an  elevated  fituation,  overlooking  the  Tay,  an  iron 
flag,  or  vane,  2  feet  long  and  1  foot  broad,  turning  upon 
a  ftaff  of  the  fame  metal,  8  feet  high.  It  has  the  date, 
1688,  cut  in  the  middle,  and  was  wont  f  o  be  placed  on  the 
top  of  the  caftle.  This  was  a  mark,  or  badge,  of  an  he- 
ritable office,  or  power  of  admiralty  over  the  river,  an-* 
nexed  to  the  eftate  of  Kinfauns,  for  preferring  the  fiih- 
ing,  and  puoifhing  all  trefpafies  committed  in  deftroy* 
iog  the  falmon.    In  a  charter  under  the  great  feal,  in 

Vol.  XIV.  F  f  the 

*  Vide  Hiftorical  Annotations  Qn  Blind  Harry's  Wallace,  pobltthed  at 
Perth  a  few  jean  ago. 
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the  year  1671,  the  old  jnrifdi&ian  i»  explained  and  colli 
firmed ;  and,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  country, 
it  was  acknowledged  by  all  veflcls  pafling  in  the  Taj,  by 
a  falnte,  or  lowering  of  their  colours  to  the  caftle.  This 
power  extends  from  Drumlie  Sands  below  Dundee  t+ 
the  heart  ef  the  river,  and  entitles  die  family  of  Kin- 
fauns  to  a  f almon,  annually,  oat,  of  every  fiihing  boat  on 
the  Tay  •• 

Pricns  and  fVages.— -The  price  of  provisions  has  rifem 
greatly  of  late  years,  and  is  here  regulated  by  the  Pertb 
market  fv 

Situation 

•  The  charter,  afar  confirming  the  land*  and  barony-  of  Kinfauas, 
adds,  "  and  alfo  the  heritable  office  of  keeping  the  faid  water  of  Tay,  up- 
on both  fides  of  the  famine,  within  the  hail  bounds  thereof,  beginning  at 
that  part  of  the  famine  called  Drumlie  Sands,  until  the  head  of  the  famine 
water,  and  all  other  waters,  floods,  and  burns  running  into  the  faid  wa- 
ter, within  the  hail*  bounds  thereof;  and  with  power  tofeek  and  fearob 
all  timers,  and  other  perfons  whatfoever,  who  can  be  found  and  appre- 
hended, taking  fmoits,  kipper,  or  faftnon,  witn  cruives,  or  any  other  man* 
fer  of  way,  within  faid  bounds  or  parts  thereof,  within  forbidden  time." 

It  alfo  grants  power  to  hold  courts,  amerciate  and  puniih  for  all  fueb 
offences.  'And  further,  "  All  other  privileges,,  liberties,  immunities,  fees, 
and  duties  belonging  to  faid  heritable  office ;  and  fpecially  with  the  fie  of 
ane  falmon  yearly,  to  be  uplifted  and  taken  in  all  time  coming,  forth  of 
ilk  an  boat,  wherewith  (almon  (haH  happen  to  be  taken  in  the  {aid  rirer  of 
Tay,  upon  both  fides  thereof  within  the  bounds  aforemid  " 

f  Chickens,  which  %s  or  30  years  ago  fold  at  sd  ,  are  now  4A.  and  H< 
%  piece  ;  grown  poultry  from  is.  to  is.  3d,  each;  eggs  are  64.  the  dozen ; 
beef  in  autumn  3f  d.t  or  4d.,  in  fpriog  jfd.,  fometimes  6&.  the  pound  ;  mut- 
ton from  3d.  to  40*.  in  autumn,  and  jd  :n  the  fpring  ;  real  and  Iamb  are 
commonly  6d.,  all  Amfterdam  weight;  geefe  fell  at  at.  6d.  and  ja.; 
turkeys  at  4s.  6*d.  and  5s.  ;  pigs  at  5*,,  and  all  other  prerifions  in  the  fame 
proportion.  Though  this  is  a  rich  country,  yet  virrcs  are,  in  general, 
high ;  and  even  fome  articles,  fuch  as  eggs  and  poultry,  ate  afc&ed  by  the 
£diaburgh  market. 

t  Tie 
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Situation  and  CharaBer  of  tin  People— &  remarkable 
change  has  taken  place  within  thefe  30  years  paft,  in  the 
drefe,  manners,  and  cleanlinefs  of  the  people ;  the  natu- 
ral confeqnence  of  the  influx  of  money.  The  great  rife 
of  wages  has  confiderably  meliorated  the  fituation  of 
fttch  as  depend  upon  their  labour  for  the  fupport  of  their 
families.  And  were  the  houfes  of  cottagers,  and  of  thofe 
in  the  inferior  ranks  of  life  better,  it  would  be  a  vaft 
addition  to  their  comfort*  Some  excellent  ones  have 
been  lately  built  by  proprietors.  If  fome  inftances  of 
more  flraitened  circumftances  occur  amongft  the  poorer 
people,  yet  they  do  not  feem  to  produce  difcontent.  It 
is  not  known  that  any  hare  died  of  want.  None,  for 
many  years  back,  have  been  deftitute  of  employment ; 
and  there  have  been  no  emigrations.  No  perfon,  in  the 
memory  of  the  oldeft  man  alive,  has  been  tried  for  any 
crime,  or  baniihed. 

The  people  are  rather  above  middle  fixe;  they  are 
healthy,  and  of  a  good  looking,  decent  appearance.  Their 
attendance  upon  public  worfhip  is  regular ;  their  ideas 
ff  religion  are  rational*  * 

jUvantagei. —This  parifli  and  diftrift  derive  great 
advantage  from  the  turnpike  road  lately  made  between 
Perth  and  Dundee ;  and  from  their  vicinity  to  a  navi- 
gable river*    By  the  laft  of  thefe,  immediate  accefs  is 
F  f  a  opened 

The  yearly  wage*  of  s  ploughman,  or  forming  femat,  hare  rifen  from 
4L.  aad  $h  Co  8,  9,  and  to  guineas  ;  thofe  of  aa  upper  fcrvant  to  isL,  and 
often  more.  Cottagers  employed  at  farming  fenrants  are  paid  nearly  in 
the  fame  proportion,  after  making  deduction  for  their  houfes,  and  for 
had,  if  they  pofTeJs  any.  The  wages  of  women  fenrants  in  farm  houfes,  are 
3L ;  of  a  honfe  carpenter  a-day.  is.  Sd. ;  of  a  mafon,  I*.  6d.  and  is.  8d. ; 
a/a  taUoc,  with  tiftaais,  *d.  aad  Sd.;  of  a  common  labourer,  is.,  without 
fidjmU. 
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opened  to  the  fea,  and  to  every  port  around  the  ifland. 
Lime,  and  other  manures,  come  by  water,  clofe  to  the 
lands  of  the  inhabitants.  By  the  Came  eafy  conveyance, 
their  grain  is  carried  to  market,  and  delivered  with  little 
trouble  and  expenfe.  But  one  of  the  moft  comfortable 
efiefts  of  the  river,  is  its  furniflung,  from  the  coafts  of 
the  Frith  of  Forth,  a  regular  fupply  of  coal,  which  is  the 
fuel  of  this  country,  and  which,  till  of  late  years,  was 
brought  in  plenty,  and  fold  at  a  moderate  rate.  The 
ufual  price  was  4s.  the  boll,  of  5^  ftones  Engliih  weight, 
or  800  weight  of  112  pounds  each.  This  is  the  weight 
of  the  boll  at  Dundee,  and  in  the  Tay  below  Perth ; 
There  the  boll  is  only  40  ftones.  Within  thefe  few 
years,  however,  a  moft  unaccountable  dearth  and  fcarcity 
of  coal  has  taken  place  in  this  corner,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
late  aft  of  parliament,  taking  off  the  duty  coaftwife 
will,  in  time,  help  to  remove  this  hardihip,  by  introdn- 
cing  coal  from  England!  on  rofouable  temu» 
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NUMBER    XIV. 

PARISH  of   KILFINAN. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Argyll,  Presbytery  ot 
Punoon.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  M'Farlane. 


Name,  Situation,  and  Extent. 

TH  E  parifli  of  Kilfinan  derives  its  name  from  St. 
Finao,  a  faint  of  the  7th  century,  and  a  difciple 
of  the  great  Columba,  abbot  of  St.  Iona  or  I,  near  the 
ifland  of  Mull*  and  fignifies,  the  church  and  burying* 
piace  dedicated  to  St  Finan.  It  is  15  miles  long,  by  3, 
4,  5,  and,  in  fome  places,  near  6  miles  broad.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  W.  and  N.  W.  by  Lochfine,  on  the  S. 
by  the  fea,  which  feparates  it  from  the  ifland  of  Arran, 
fuppofed  to  be  from  5  to  6  leagues  over  The  parifli  is 
divided  by  a  (mall  water  that  runs  paft  the  church,  on 
the  S.  fide  of  it,  into  Lochfine,  into  2  unequal  parts.  The 
fbuthern  divifion  is  called  Kerriff  or  Kerry,  which  is  * 
Gtdic  word,  that  fignifies  a  .quarter  or  fourth  part  of 

any 
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any  thing ;  and  as  it  is  by  far  the  moft  extenfive  divi* 
(ion,  and  the  church  (landing  upon  it,  the  whole  parifl} 
often  goes  by  the  name  of  the  parifh  of  the  Ke.ry,.  and 
is  fully  as  well  known  in  the  neighbourhood  by  that 
name,  as  by  its  real  one;  but  it  is  never  written  fo. 
The  northern  divifion  is  called  Otter,  which  is  alfo  % 
Gaelic  word,  defcriptlve  of  a  (hallow  place,  over  which 
runs  a  gentle  current ;  and  accordingly  this  divifion  of 
the  parifh  is  fo  called  from  a  moft  beautiful  fand  bank* 
which  juts  out  into  Lochfine,  in  k  terpentine  form,  near 
the  feat  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Otter,  proprietor  of  the 
whole  divifion  but  one  farm.  This  bank  is  1800  yards 
long,  from  water-mark  to  its  remotefl:  extremity  gt  low 
water,  and  forms,  with  the  land  on  the  S.  fide,  an  oblique* 
and  on  the  N.  an  obtufe  angle.  In  time  of  fpring  tides, 
it  is  entirely  covered  at  high- water,  and  about  3  hour) . 
.  after  the  turn  of  the  tide,  the  whole  appears  to  within 
a  few  yards  of  its  extremity ;  and  from  its  length,  nar- 
rownefs,  and  form,  makes  a  very  uncommon  and  plea- 
fant  appearance.  It  feems  to  be  an  encroachment  of  the 
fea  upon  the  kind,  which,  from  its  nature,  could  give 
it  little  oppofition,  being  low,  level,  and  channdly.  On 
the  N.  fide  of  the  bank,  where  feems  to  have  been  the 
ancient  channel  of  the  loch,  the  water  is  very  deep :  on 
the  S.  $de,  where,  according  to  conje&ure,  the  furface 
has  been  peeled  off  by  the  united  force  of  ftorms,  and  a 
ftxong  current,  it  is  very  (hallow  ;  ebbs  a  great  way  out 
in  time  of  fpring  tides,  and  gives  opportunity  to  the  in* 
habitants  in  the  neighbourhood  to  gather  oyfters,  fpout 
fiih,  muflels,  and  other  various  kinds  of  (hell  fi(h,  which 
are  there  to  be  found  in  great  perie&Qa  and  abun-,  ' 
d*nce. 
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Soil  and  Surface*— Any  variety  that  is  to  be  found  in 
the  foil  of  this  parifh,  is  evidently  Cher  natural  confe- 
quence  of  different  fituations      In  fome  few  flats,  out  of 
the  reach  of  running  waters,  and  not  far  diftant  from 
the  fea,  yet  fo  fur  as  not  to  have  ever  been  overflown  by 
it,  is  to  be  feen  a  fine  black  mould  lying  upon  a  gravel 
bed,  not  deep,  but  abundantly  fertile,  and  when  pror 
perly  laid  out,  produces  excellent  grafs.     In  fome  low 
flats,  near  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  in  all  flat  valleys, 
where  running  waters  have,  in  the  progrefs  of  time, 
traverfed  the  ground  by  (hifting    their  courfe  (which 
in  this  country    they  continually  do  where  they  run 
through  arable  land),  the  foil  is  light  and  channelly,  re- 
quires manure  very  frequently,  but  gives  a  fure  and 
fertile,  though  not  a  very  heavy  crop.     Near  the  S. 
point  of  the  parilh  is  to  be  found,  in  a  few  places,  a 
thin  ftratum  of  black  day  covering  a  gravelly  bottom, 
and  gives  a  crop  light  or  heavy,  according  as  it  is  deep 
.  and  dry,  or  light  and  four,  but  never  ripens  early..   All 
die  inland  farms  are  cold  and  bleak,  not  fo  fit  either  for 
pafturage  or  tillage  as  thofe  upon  the  coaft.     The  crops 
upon  them  are  generally  as  heavy,  but  not  near  fo  fer- 
tile, and  are  always  confiderably  later  in  ripening  than 
thofe  upon  the  low  grounds.     All  ground  upon  a  decli- 
vity (or  what  is  commonly  called  hanging  ground),  is 
very  poor  foil,  the  fubftance  being  waihed  out  of  it  by 
the  rains. 

The  furface  is  rugged,  and  the  (bore  equally  fo,  being 
all  rocky,  a  few  bays  excepted ;  yet  it  produces  little 
fea-weed  for  kelp.  The  only  kelp  which  the  prefent 
incumbent  ever  heard  of  being  made  in  the  parifh,  is  a 
little  that  is  yearly  manufa&ured  about  the  S.  point, 

near 
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near  the  preftnt  feat  of  the  family  of  Lanutot,  and  Upon 
the  Kyle*  of  Bute. 

/HOr,  Zofes,  Rivers,  fVoods9  &*.— Although  there 
are  many  hills  in  this  parLQi,  there  art  none  of  remark* 
able  height  9  the  mod  confiderable  are  thafe  which  di- 
vide this  from  the  parifh  of  GlendaruaL  They  ate  all 
notify,  and  confequently  barren.  Heath  and  fag  beiag 
their  principal  produce,  is,  in  general,  withered  and 
weather-beaten.  The  moil  of  them,  however,  produce 
one  fpecies  of  grafs*  though  not  in  great  abundance, 
which  is  very  ufeful  for  cattle  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
*£eafon,  particularly  in  fpring,  when  provender  generally 
turns  fcarce ;  I  mean  moor,  bent,  which  is  fo  hard  and 
durable  in  its  nature,  that  the  fevereft  winter  has  fcaroe- 
Jy  any  other  effed  upon  it,  than  to  difcolour  it  a  little. 
,Sheep.are  very  fond  of  it  in  fpring,  and  efpecially  win* 
terers,  that  is,  cattle  which  are  not  honftd  at  all,  bat 
are  fed.  without  in  clofes  all  the  feafen  over ;  and  it  is  • 
fuppored  to  give  them  ftrength  and  vigour,  fooner  than 
the  fineft  grafs  upon  the  low  ground. 

There  are  feveral  fmall  lakes,  the  largeft  of  them  net 
much  exceeding. half  a  mile  long }  and  all  abound  in.  yel- 
low trout  of  no  great  fee.  There  are  4  waters,  and  as 
many  beautiful  bays  ;  but  thofe  to  which  nature  feems 
to  have  been  mod  partial,  are  the  bays-  of  Kilfinan  and 
Achlick,  more  efpecially  the  former,  fuppofed  by  many 
to  be  one  of  the  prettied  fituations  upon  Lochfine.  Up- 
on  thefe  waters,  there  is,  in  times  of  rain,  plenty  of 
yellow  trout,  weighing  from  1  to  6  lb.  weight.  It  is 
faid,  that,  fome  years  ago,  falmon  of  16  lb.  weight  was 
often  killed  upon  the  waters  of  Kilfinan,  £nd  grilfe  very 
frequently,  1.  e.  falmon  that  is  fuppofed  to  want  a  year 

or 
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or  two  *t  eoming  to  its  full  growths  &one  of  thefe 
Modi  have  been  feea  upon  it  of  late  years,  however  j 
%x  leaft  for  12  years  paft,  £0  far  as  we  could  hear  of : 
and  what  made  them  difappear,  or  makes  them  fo  fhy 
ts  to  forfake  their  ufual  haunt,  we  are  not  able  to  ac- 
count for,  nnlefs  it  be*  that  the  ancient  art  of  exagger- 
ating is  lofing  ground,  and  not  to  be  found  in  fucb  per- 
fection now  a-days,  among  the  riling  generation,  as  it 
was  pofieffird  by  their  fathers. 

There  is  a  confiderable  quantity  of  natural  woods  in 
the  parifh.  They  confift  moftly  of  oak,  aih,  birth,  el* 
dcr,  hazler  &c.  But  the  natural  plant  of  the  foil  ieema 
to  be  aih  3  for  both  the  planted  and  the  fpontaneoqs 
growth  of  it  comes  to  a  degree  of  perfection  and  fize* 
that  no  other  tree  does  \  and  its  quality  is,  by  thofe  who 
manufacture  it  in  towns  for  the  purpofes  of  fine  work- 
taanflup;  allowed  to  be  foperior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind 
that  grows  in  the  Low  Country.  This,  however,  may 
be  a  fign  of  the  poverty  of  the  foil,  and  the  coldnefs  of 
the  climate;  it  hieing  a  well  known  f*£t,  that  floyr  growth 
makes  timber  £ne  in  the  reed,  and  hard  and  durable  in  it* 
nature.  In  the  interior  part  of  the  parifli,  plantations 
tfrrire  pretty  well,  aid  alfo  in  the  N.  diftriS  of  it* 
Which  lies  ppon  Lpc^fine  ;  as  appears  by  thajt  beautiful 
grove  which  furrounds  the  manfion-houie  of  Mr.  Camp- 
belji  of  Otter  ;  but,  on  the  S.  point  of  the  parifli,  where 
the  experiment  has  .been  of  late  feirjy  fried  by  Mr* 
Lamont  of  Lemont,  they  do  not  pcorofe  £9  veil,  owing* 
ho  doubt,  to  the  faline  drift  that  k  conveyed  by  the 
ftprmi  to  every  part  of  tjiat  neek  of  land,  from  the 
4peap  which  embraces  it. 

Climate  and  Difeafts*— In  this  country,  we  have  abim* 
Vol,  XIV.  6g  dans* 
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dance  of  rain,  and  very  changeable  weather,  a*  much,, 
perhaps,  as  in  any  part  of  Scotland  whatever,  more  efpo 
cially  for  (Several  years'  paft.  This,  we  believe,  is  ow- 
ing to  the  high  hills. of  Arran,  thofe  of  Sliabh  Goil,  and 
many  others,  with  which  we  are  furroanded,  although 
at  fome  diftance,  which  break  the  clouds,  and  bring 
down  the  rain  upon  us;     Thefe  rains  generally  come 

.  with  a  &  wind*  a  S:  £.,  or  a  S.  W.  wind.  With  a  W~ 
wind,  we  have  generally  heavy  and.  frequent  (bowers, 
but  no1  conftant  sain*  An  eafterly  wind  is  generally 
dry,  and  fois  a  northerly ;  and  it  is  rare  to  fee  any  rain 
at  all  with  a  N.  E.  wind.  The  rains  often  fall  very  co- 
pioufly  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September,  and  do 

■  material  injury  to  our  crops,  which  confifl  moflly  in 
tats,  barley,  hay,'  and  potatoes  *. 

biftancu 

•  Few  epidfantealdUetfea  are  known  among  us;  excepting  tbe  finall- 
doi,  meafles,  and  hooping*  cough.  Fevers  were,  fome  time  ago,  very 
frequent  and  mortal  in  th'i«  parifli,  but  much  left  fo  for  fereral  yean  paft* 
'  The  happy  'caufe  of  this  feems  to  be,  that  the  people  have,  in  a  great 
meerore,  difcontinued  the  foolifli  pradfce  of  vifitiog  the  fick  in  great 
crowds,  efpecially  upon  Sundays  which r.  in-  the  left  age*  was,  in  thb 
country,  confidered  as  the  particular  bufiuefi  of  the  day.  The  intention, 
no  doubt,  was  good,  it  being  their  defign  to  adminifter  comfort  to  the 
diftreffed;  but,  inftead  of  ^alleviating,  they  feldem  failed  to  add  to  He 
•  lufferings :  by  thronging  the  boufe,  and  corrupting^  auythey  fed  the 
diforder,  and  weakened  the  patient :  And  what  wae  alfo  very  natural  tm 
look  for,  when  they  retired,  it  frequently  happened,  that  fome  of  the 
company  carried  the  contagion  along  with  them;  Ih  thofe  days,  tHe 
mniverfaljMlaef  of  the  lower  ranks,  of  people,  appears  to  have  keen,  that 
there  was  a  fatality  in  all  circum&ances  in-llfe*  that  the  raoft  trivial  cis> 
curaftances  had  been  foreordained,  and  that  consequently,  no  pcrfbn 
could  either  accelerate,  or  efcape  his  fated  death.  In  proportion  ai  they 
have  dropped  that  idea,  and  begin  to  be  fenfible,  that  man  is  left,  at  learnt 
in  many  things,  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will,  and  that,  at  a  free  agent, 
ftft  ataay  he  inftrommtal  n  protecting  bit  own  temporal  happineb,  or 

multipjying^ 


ftTKilJLnan.  .*3$ 

Jn/lanees  ef  Longevity. — Few  *nftanees  pf  longevity 
•rerecorded  in  this  parifli;  4mt  this  cannot  be  attribut- 
ed to  the  oKmate,  which  is  abundantly  wholefome.  It 
requires  no  great -penetration,  however,  to  find  out,  at 
leaft  a  very  fuppofeblecaufe,  which  is,  that  the  laft  ge- 
neration have  *been  exceedingly  addified  to  drinking, 
owing  to  their  having  carried  on  a  ruinous  contraband 
trade  with  the  Ifle  of  Man,  to  an  aftonifhing  extent ;  th« 
bad  effe&s  of  which  are  difcoverable  in  the  parifh  to 
this  day.  It  was  only  in  the  fouthern  diftrid  of  the  pa- 
rUh,  viz.  the  Kerry,  that  this  -trade  was  carried  on,  -and 
confequently  they  were -then  more  wealthy,  in-general, 
than   their  neighbours  in  the   northern  divifion;    but 
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inaltiprying  hit  nutforumee,  they  become  more  cautiooe  io  approaching 
any  contagion  which  feemt  to  them  to  be  conne&ed  with  dagger. 

Io  the  court*  of  40  yeart  back,  .epidemical  ftichet  made  their  appear- 
ance 3  feveral  timet  in  the  'parifli,  and  carried  off  a  great  number  of 
people.  Thcfecond  vifit  of. this  diforder,  wat  about  the  year  177a,  and 
<wat*jry  general  and  deadly  over  the  whole  country,  XheUft  wat  19 
the  year  1 784,  when  the  difordcr  entered  at  the  north  end  of  the  parifli ; 
and  being  very  mortal,  continued  its  progrefs  through  almoft  every  farm 
of  that  divifion,  called  Otter,  but  did  not  croft  the  water  at  Kilfinan.  By 
•oil  account*,  the  difordcr  wat  exadly  the  fame  at  both  thefe  laft  period*, 
aad  wat  fo  very  violent,  that,  in  general,  the  patient  wat  cipher  carric4 
oC  or  recovered  within  4&  hourt,  after  hi*  being  feized.  People  of  a 
plethoric  habit,  and  cfpecialiy  young  people,  were  /nod  frequently  at- 
tacked. 

•The  blcffed  difovevy-of  inoculation  hat  bees  early  praeiifed^n  this  pa- 
rife,  and,  at  all  timet,  with  great  fuccefs;  yet,  it  it  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  few.  of  the  lower  ranks  can  be  perfuaded  to  take  the  benefit  *f 
it.  From  3  to  v  ytaxt  it  generally  the  loogeft  interval  between  the  vifitt 
of  the  meafle*  in  thit  parifli.  The  laft  wat  in  the  year  1789,  when  a 
wry  remarkable  circumirance  attended  it;  upwards  of  30  adult  people, 
malt  a  and  female*,  from  20  to  60  years  of  age,  have  been  fciaed  with  the 
difordcr,  while  the  greatcft  number  of  the  young  children  have  cfcaped, 
fonae  of  them  even  in  the -very  honfetp  and  lying  in  the  bdfum  of  their 
•parent* -when  confined* 
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£nce  that  period,  eff  the  inhabitant  of  the  Kerry,  the 
greateft  number  haye  been  bankrupt  by  misfortunes  * 
others,  by  tht  habits  they  acquired,  came  to  poverty  % 
and  being  obliged  to  quit  their  forms,  are  fucceeded  bj 
p  complete  fet  of  new  tenants  from  the  neighbouring  pa* 
fifife*  ;  While  the  n*oft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern 
/nivifion,  occupy  the  fame  lands  upoA  which  their  forefa- 
thers Hved  comfortably  for  many  generations  before  them* 
A  few  inftances  trf  longevity,  however,  might  be  meat 
tioncd :  Archibald  M'Lapghlane,  a  native  of  Otter*  and 
Who  died  in  the  Kerry,  near  30  years  ago,  was  118-yekt* 
of  age ;  and  in  the  harveft  immediately  before  he  died,  was 
reckoned  the  beft  hay  cutter  qpon  the  farm  of  KHfinan» 
of  which  he  occupied  a  part.  When  young,  he  was  a 
man  of  tych  known  bodily  ftreqgth,  that,  although  he 
was  not  quarrelfome  himfelf,  whenever  a  fquabble  en* 
fued  near  him,  which  at  that  time  was  frequently  the 
cafe  in  the  churchyard  of  Kilfinan,  at  marriages  and  fu- 
nerals, whenever  he  got  notice,  he  immediately  re- 
paired to  the  fpot,  and  his  prefeoce  never  failed  to 
ftrike  fuch  terror,  that  both  parties  were  very  glad  to 
ceafe  from  the  ftrjfe.  On  this  account,  he  was  often 
called,  as  a  by-name,  Craobh  na  fiochaidh,  i.  e.  die 
peace-maker.  Donald  M'lntyre^  who  died  in  Novem- 
ber 1792,  was  a  native  of  the  parifh  of  Dalavich,  m  the 
prdbytery  of  Lorn,  and  96  years  of  age  ;  and  although 
he  had  no  education  was  a  very  intelligent  convertible 
man,  of  uncommon  memory,  knew  fnore  of  the  hiftorjr 
of  Scotland?  than  many  who  had  a  regular  education ; 
could  repeat  a  very  great  number  of  the  poems  of  Oflian* 
Ullin,  Oran,  with  a  great  part  of  the  hiftory  of  thofe  he. 
rbes  very  correftly.  He  retained  his  faculties  unim- 
paired, till  the  very  laft  :  and,  within  6  days  before  he 
diedj  declared,  he  never  was  confined  fbr  half  an  hour 
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fey  any  kind  of  complaint,  and  that  he  did  not  know 
*irhat  it  was  to  have  a  headach.  He  evca  cfcapcd  the 
€mall  pox,  mealies,  and  hooping  cough.  He  was  a  re- 
markable inftance  of  induftry  and  fobrjety. 

Number  of  Proprietors.— There  are  9  proprietors,  6 
j>[  whom  refide  in  the  pariih.  The  principal  heritor  is 
Mr*  Lamont  of  I^amont,  who  ppffefied  property  in  Ar- 
gyllfture  for  a  long  period  of  yj^rs.  The  family  refided 
in  the  parifh  of  Dunoon,  in  view  of  the  Clyde,  and  op- 
pofite  the  burgh  of  Rothfay,  in  Bute,  until  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.,  when  the  then  proprietor,  Sir  James  Lamont 
of  Lamont,  fupported  the  caufe  of  that  unhappy  mo- 
narch, for  which  his  family  feat,  the  caftle  of  Towart, 
was  taken  and  deftroyed  by  the  Marquis  of  Argyll  *. 

Mode  of  Cultivation— The  tenants  in  this  parifh  are 
fo  much  attached  to  the  ancient  mode  of  cultivation, 
that  modern  improvements  in  hufbandry  can  fcarcely  be 
jaid  to  have  found  their  way  to  our  latitude.  The  foil 
feems  much  better  calculated  for  pafturagc  than  tillage : 
Hence  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  tenant  to  plough  his  ground 
very  fparingly ;  and  yet,  in  general,  they  adopt  juft  die 
oppofite  rule,  for  without  allowing  it  time  enough  to  re- 
rover  itfelf  after  much  fatigue,  they  always  plough  more 
than  double  the  quantity  they  are  able  properly  to  ma- 
nure. Few  of  the  tenants,  indeed,  underiland  farming, 
fo  as  to  do  juftice  to  their  ground  $  and  by  far  the  great- 

eft 

•  There  is  in  this  parifh  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle,  called  Afgog.  It 
yn%t  at  the  -ahovc  period,  in  the  pufTcfljon  of  a  cadet  of  that  family,  who, 
faking  the  fume  fide  with  his  chief,  had  his  caftle  alio  deftroyed,  by  order 
pi  the  Marquis.  The  taking  and  deftroying  of  thefe  c  allies,  composed 
j»art  of  the  iiKuYloiem,  upon  which  the  Mai  quia  wu  tried  and  conv*&* 
%6f  m  appvin  hy  the  State  Trial*. 
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eft  number,  if  they  (houla1  be  experienced  tanners,  want 
the  means  of  doing  it ;  as  they  are,  in  general,  poor. 
There  is  plenty  of  excellent  limeftone  in  the  pariih,  and 
convenient  enough  for  the  molt  of  them  ;  yet  it  is  rare 
to  fee  a  kiln  burnt  for  the  ufe  of  the  ground.  It  may  be 
Taid,  indeed,  that  the  inconveniency  of  peats,  and  the  op- 
prefEve  tax,  until  of  late,  upon  coals,  is  the  caufe 
of  this  ^  but  allowing  this  to  be  a  good  reafon,  why 
is  not  every  farm  cobbed  with  Ihell-fand,  which  is 
found  upon  the  coaft  in  great  abundance,  and  of  the  very 
beft  quality  ?  All  the  farmers  in  the  pariih  allow  it  to 
be  far  preferable  to  lime,  yet  very  few  mate  ufe  of  it. 
"The  very  fea-weed,  which  is  thrown  in  by  the  ftorm 
upon  the  fiiore,  is  often  allowed  to  rot,  Where  the  tide 
Lai  left  it,  although  it  is  found  to  be  as  good  manure  for 
barley,  as  any  that  can  be  made  ufe  of.  Of  late  years, 
indeed,  there  is  one  kind  of  improvement  begun,  and  like- 
ly  to  become  very  general ;  I  mean,  reducing  the  number 
of  hoifes  in  their  ploughs,  and  ufing  carts  inftead  of 
cars.  Formerly  they  had  4  horfes  in  each  plough,  the 
mod  of  them  now  plough  by  3,  and  many  by  a ;  and  it 
is  certain,  befides  the  faving,  that  the  ploughing  is 
much  better  than  it  ufed  to  be.  The  only  green  crops 
that  are  raifed  in  the  parifh,  are  a  few  peafe,  and  pota- 
toes in  abundance.  Summer  fallowing  is  entirely  un- 
known to  them.  As  to  thefc  matters,  it  is  thought  they 
judge  very  right,  for  the  foil  is  fo  weak,  as  not  to  bear 
fummer  fallowing,  and  the  climate  is  no  way  favourable 
to  green  crops.  The  only  trial  that  is  known  to  have 
.'been  made  of  railing  wheat;  was  by  Mr.  Lamont  of 
Lamont,  who  fowed  about  3  firlots  thefe  two  laft  feafoas 
paft,  and  it  anfwered  pretty  well.  There  is  not  the 
Xmalleft  reafon  to  doubt,  that  in  many  parts  in  this  pa- 
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rifli,  the  foil  is  capable  of  carrying  wheat,  if  Ve  knew 
how  to  prepare  the  ground. 
/ 
Implements  of  Hujbandry.*— The  Scotch  plough  is  mofU 
Ly  ufed  in  this  parifli,  and,  in  fome  few  places,  mufl  con* 
tinue  to  be  ufed,.  where  the  ground  happens  to  be  very 
milevel,  and  full  of  large,  ftones  under  the  furface.  The 
tenants  have  no  idea  of  the  advantage  of  clearing  away 
thefe  ftones  out  of  their  ground;  nay,  fome  of  them  af- 
fert,  that  there  is  an  advantage  in  having  them  in  it,,  be- 
caufe  they  give  heat  to  the  ground,,  and  fo  contribute  to* 
manure  it.  Theychoofe,  therefore,,  to  run  the  rifle  ofbreak- 
ing  their  ploughs  feveral  times  in  a  feafon,  and  have  the  toil 
of  digging  yearly  about  a  ftone,  where  their  plough  does' 
not  reach,  rather  than  remove  it  once  for  all,  which,  in. 
molt  cafes,  would  not  be  a  very  laborious  operation.  A 
few,  however,  make  ufe  of  theEnglifli  plough ;  and  it  is 
%o  be  hoped,  that  the  ted  will  foon  follow  their  example. 
It  is,  indeed,  furprifing,.  that  any  farmer  fhoutd  want  it, 
as  it  is  plain  to  a  demonftration,  that  it  lays  the  ground 
infinitely  better,  and  ploughs  with  much  more  eafe  ta 
man  and  horfe,  than  what  the-  Scotch  plough  does  ;  and 
the  greateft  part  by  far  of  the  ground  in  this  parifh,  is 
£6  fmooth  and  level,  that  it  fuits  it  extremely  well  *• 

Manures^ 

*  Until  of  late,  all  the  peats,  manure,  corn,  &c.  were  carried  upon 
cars  or  fledges*  but  now  rooft  of  thofe  who  can  afford  it,  have  got  carts, 
although,  mdted,  few  have  got  cart  road*  to  the  peats.  ThVfe  are  open 
the  whole,  however,  a  great  improvement,  and  one  principal  cauls  of 
their  being  able  to  reduce  the  number  of  their  hoife*. 

Nombcr  of  ploughs  in  the  parilh,  86 

of  harrows,  -  •  a6t 

-  of  carts,  -  5  J 

2L  B.  Of  the  plough*,  I  onJr  are  made  after  the  Eogliik  conAmdioiU' 
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Manures,  OhJlacUt  to  Improvement  f   &c— The  prifl* 
cipal  part  of  the  manure  that  is  made  ufe  of  In  the  pa* 
rifh,  is  what  comes  from  the  byre  and  ftable,  and  is  of 
various  kinds,  as  all  the  cattle  are  Jioufed,  fuxnmer  and 
winter,  excepting  with  a  few  graziers  and  ftiepherds, 
who  never  houfe  any  but  their  milch  cows,  and  in  winter 
their  work  horfes.     The  fummer  dung,  the  farmers  ge- 
nerally mix  in  Auguft,  with  fome  rich  earth,  or  mofs, 
and  perhaps  a  few  ferns,  and,  where  it  may  be  conve- 
niently had,  fome  fea-weed  $   and  laying  thefe  ingredi- 
ents upon  one  another,  ft  rat  urn  above  ilratum,  each  in 
its  turn,  they  make  up  a  mound  which  forms  a  compofl 
luidding  or  dunghill.     In  November,  this  compofition  is 
carted  away  to  fome  ley  ground,  which  is  ploughed  in 
January  or  February,  and  a  fecond  time  in  May  ;  and 
being  fown  with  barley,    produces    a  good  crop.     All 
the   reft  of  the  dung  gathered  throughout    the   year, 
is  divided  between  bear  land  and  potatoes  \  which  lafl 
article  is  generally  a  fure  crop  in  this  country,  and,  to* 
gether  with  a  ftore  of  herrings,  which  they  provide  in 
liarveft,  is  the  principal  part  of  the  people's  fuofiftence 
throughout  the  year.     The  potatoes  here  are  thought  to 
be  of  a  fupcrior  quality  to  thofe  which  grow  in  the  Low 
Country,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  to  be  feen  about  towns* 
It  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether  the  poverty  of  the  tenants* 
the  fhortnefs  of  their  leafes,  ignorance  of  farming,  or  a 
ftrong  attachment  to  a  fea- faring  life,  particularly  to  the 
herring  filhing  trade,  operate  moft  powerfully  to  the  de- 
triment of  agriculture.  But  one  thing  is  evident,  that  all 
thefe  caufes  contribute,  eaeh  of  them  their  fliare,  to  produce 
this  bad  eflfcel ;  and  they  are  all  the  natural  confluence 
of  one  caufe,  viz.  a  vain  attempt  of  grafping,  at  the  i&mc 
time,  at  the  profits  of  husbandry,  and  the  gains  of  .a  to- 
faring 
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fating  trade.  It  is  aflerted  by  the  fanners,  that,  with- 
Out  the  money  they  make  by  flfhing,  and  other  fiiifts, 
they-  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  rent  of  their  lands  * 
that  the  produce  of  the  farms  is  not  nearly  equal  to  the 
purpose.  This  may,  indeed,  be  true,  in  the  way  they 
manage  them ;  for,  having  two-obje&s  in  view,  they  are 
not- able  to  pay  proper  attention  to  either-;  confequendy 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  fucceeds  with  them  ac- 
cording to  expectation  ;  but  it  is  equally  certain*  were 
they  to  apply  totally  to  either,  whether  farming  or  fi(h-  * 
lag  be  their  choice,  that  they  would  fqcceed  better.  ; 
Experience  proves,  the  fa&  i  for  all  thofe  who  attend 
properly  to  their  farms,  and  depend  upon  them  alone  for 
livelihood,  are  the  moft  wealthy  tenants  in  the  pariih. 
The  tenants,  in  general,  are  poor  j  and  the.  principal 
cauXes  of  their  poverty,  befides  thofe  that  have  been 
mentioned,  are,  ift,  That  too  many  families  are  often 
crowded  into  one  fmall  farm,  and  poffefs  it  in  common  » 
sdly,  That  they  generally  oVerftock  their  farms ;  i.  e* 
they  keep  upon  a  farm  a  great  many  more  cattle  than  it 
is  well  able  to  fupport,  which  is  a  very  common,  and  a 
very  great  error  ;  for  it  reduces  the  breed  to  a  diminu- 
tive fiae  ;  and,  being  ill  fed,  they  are,  in  a  manner,  ufe- 
lefs  to  the  proprietors  \  3dly,  They  plough  much  more 
of  their  ground  than  they  are  able  properly  to  manure* 
It  is  not  at  all  rare  to  fee  5  or  6  tenants  living  upon  the 
fame  fmall  farm,  and  pofiefling  it  in  the  old  mode  of 
ron-ridge;  each  of  thefe  keeps  a  cottager  ;  and  there  are, 
perhaps,  as  many  other  fmall  tenants,  who  have  each  a 
few  acres  of  arable  land,  with  grafs  for  2,  3,  or  4  cows, 
cut  out  for  himfelf,  without  any  enclofure  but  a  nomi- 
nal line  of  march  drawn  between  himfelf  and  the  reft  of 
the  farm ;  and  thefq  fmall  farms,  fo  cut  off,  are  here 
Vol.  XIV.  H  b  called 
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called  butts;  in  other  places,  they  are- termed  crofts.* 
Thus,  very  commonly  from  8  to  15  families  live  upon: 
one  fmall  farm,  fo  that  they  muft,  by  confequencer  live 
very  poorly  themfelves,  although  they  pay  but  a  very 
moderate  rent  to  the  landlord.     The  landlords,  however,- 
feem  now  clear  to  adopt  a  very  different  mode  of  letting 
their  lands,  which  is,  to  conjoin  2  or  3  farms  together,  > 
and  let  them  as  one  poffeffion  to  one  tenant ;  by  which  . 
means,  they  will  receive  a  much  greater  rent,  and  the  te- 
nants will  live  more  comfortably.    Although  the  genera- 
lity of  tenants  are  thus  fmall,  yet  there  is  in  the  parifb 
1  tenant  who  poffeffes  3  farms,  2  who  poffeis  I  each,  and' 
2*  who  poflefs  2  each* 

Seed  Itime  and  Harveft,  &c%— The  fanners  begin  to  few  . 
oats  in  this  parifli  in  the  beginning  of  April.     When-  . 
they  have  done  with  their  oats;  which  is  generally  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  month,  -  they  begin  to  plant  their 'po- 
tatoes ;  and  as  this  is  an  operation  that  feldom  eoniumes 
much  time,  for  they  are  all  planted  with  the  plough,, 
they  begin  the  fowing/of  barlejr  in  the  beginning  of  May,** 
and  it  is  always  the  end  of  that  month,  or  perhaps  the 
beginning  of  June,  before  they  have  done.     Next  oomes 
on  the  making  of  peats,  which,  together  with  leading 
the  fame,  (a  very  troublefome  and  tedious  job),  con- 
fumes  the  mod  of  the  remaining  part  of  fummer.    Bar- 
ley harveft  commonly  begins. about  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft,  and  oats  are  raoftly  cut  in  September  and  0£tcw 
ber.     In  wet  late  feafons,  the  harveft  may  not  perhaps 
be  entirely  finifhed  until  the  12th  of  November.     In  the 
year  1787,  it  was  ftill  later.     The  foil  of  this  parifli,  as*. 
Well  as  that  of  Glendarual,  feems  peculiarly  adapted  for 
producing  flax;  and  the  farmers  alfo  feem  inclined  to* 


tO/KitJinatt.  ,5^3 

payfome  attention  tothe  raifing  of  fuch  a  crop,  but  are 
.  difcouraged  from  it,  fox*  the  want  of  a  lint-mill.  Befides 
rthis,  fome  of  the  proprietors  reftrift  their  tenants  to  a 
fmall  quantity;  as  they  think  (and  I  believe  juftly) 
.that  flax,  more  than  any  other  crop,  fcourges  the  grountt. 

The  average  produce  s>£  oats  is  thought  rather  better 
•than  3  feeds,  but  not  equal  to  4. 

That  of  barley  from  6vto  7,  and 
—  of  potatoes  ao  feeds. 

Seed  fawn  in  the  parijb  yearly. 

Oats.  Barley.        Potatoes*         Peafe 

Bolls     765  jiiii  174  5 

According  to  the  above  averages,  there  appears  to  be 
in  the  parifli  for  confumption,  after  deduding  the  feed 
for  the  next  feafon,  yearly  ;  oats  1530  ;  barley  between 
.666  and  777  ;  potatoes  3306  bolls. 

The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  34 5I.  zs.  ifd.  Ttie 
real  rent  has  confiderably  increafed  fince  the  valuation* 
The  real  rent,  it  is  expected,  wiUf  in  a  few  years,  be 
.•greatly  raifed,  as  one-third  of  the  parifli,  which  was 
•formerly  under  pretty  long  leafes,  is  to  be  let,  and  a  con- 
Ifiderable  augmentation  is  expe&ed. 

Prices  pf  Grain  and  Prcvij/bns.— The  prices  of  all 
Skinds  of  grain  are,  in  this  parifli,  at  all  times  ruled  by 
the  pric.es  in  Greenock,  one  of  the  deareft  markets  in 
.the  weft  tf  Scotland.  The  price  of  oat  meal  is  feldom 
'below  13s.  4d.  Sterling,  or  above  one  guinea  the  boll. 
The  barley  is  moftly  fold  to  the  difliller  to  be  .manufac- 
tured into  whilky.  and  brings  generally,  in  the  Kerry 
<or  S.  divifion,  from  19s.  to  azs.  Sterling;  and  in  Otter. 
<£rom  20s.  to  24s,  the  boll.     In  the  Kerry,  the  grain  is 

H  h  %  inferior^ 
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inferior,  and  the  meafure  lefs  than  that  of  Otter.    { 

the  Kerr  j  the  Bute  meafure  is  made  ufe  o£  and  in  Otter 

the  Kintjre  or  dampbelton  meafure,    The  one  is  to  the 

other  as  17  to  16,  1.  e.  the  16  pecks  in  Otter  are  equal 

•to  17  pecks  in  Kerry ;  and  the  3  firlots,  ot  i*  .pecks,  k* 

Otter,  are  equal  to  the  Linlithgow  boll  *• 

Ma*ufo8*r* 

•  The  pariih  was  very  feldom,  if  ever,  'known  to  produce  grain  fuf« 
fkient  for  its  own  confomption ;  but  a*  the  cjmntity  imported  "yearly 
in  aft  necefiarily  differ,  in  proportion  to  the  favourablenefs  or  nnfavoor- 
ablenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  fertility  of  the  crop*,  it  it  impoffible  tq 
faf,  with  accuracy,  what  the  real  amount  of  the  imported  grain  may  be, 
much  lefs  to  guefs  at  the  average*  In  fonre  remarkable  good  feafons, 
very  little  it  required ;  10  very  bad  ones,  -a  great  deal-it  aeceffiry.  The 
deficiency  it  fupplied  by  Irilh  meal,  imported  firft  to  Clyde,  and  from 
thence  by  the  packets  to  this  pariih,  or  by  Dumfries  meal  carried  coaft« 
wife  to  the  fame  place,  and  by  the  conveyance  above  mentioned,  hither. 
Thefe  packets,  which  go  irregularly  from  thit  pariih  to  Greenock,  are, 
upon  the  whole,  much  sgainft  the  interell  of  the  country.  In  the  firft 
place,  they  are  a  temptation  to  all  ranks  nod  degrees  of  people,  to  par* 
chafe  many  ufelefr  articles,  which  they- could  very  conveniently  di(pcnfe 
with ;  and  thut  they  are  daily  draining  the  country  of  its  ca(h.  In  the 
next  place,  they  art  the  means  of  railing  the  price  of  every  article  for  the 
nfe  of  the  table,  fuch  as  veal,  lamb,  hens,  eggt,  nkc;  all  which  things 
are  fent  from  here  to  Greenock,  being  always  a  high  and  ready  market. 
Thit  is  particularly  againft  tradefmen,  and  all  others  whofe  tables 
depend  entirely  upon  the  markets,  having  no  farms  of  their  own  to 
fupply  them.  To  difpofe  of  theie  ankles  is  a  fufficicnt  excufe,  and 
the  conveniency  of  the  packet  a  ft nmg -enough  inducement  to  a  num- 
ber of  young  perfons  of  too  much  curiofity  *o  pay  frequent  vifits  to 
Greenock  and  Port-Glafgow,  idle  away  their  time,  Sometimes  fall  into 
hod  company,  and  often  fpend  more  money  before  they  return,  than  the 
value  of  the  cargo  they  carried  abroad  with  them.  At  heft,  they  do  but 
exchange  the  ufitful  commodities  they  had  to  .difpofe  of  lor  things  trafing 
and  fuperfluous,  which  fcrve  to  keep  np  the  extravagance  #f-dreft,  and 
are  of  no  real  advantage.  Had  the  pariih  been,  indeed,  a  place  of  trade, 
or  manufacture,  packett  would  certainly  be  ufeful,  and  even  neceJTary ; 
but  this  not  being  the  cafe,  neither  likely  to  be  fo,  either  lefs  or  more 
it  it  difficult  to  lay  what  good  cod  «key  fcrve;  and  their  hart  to  the 
country  it  viable  in  many  refpejftt. 


Of  Kifinan.  245 

Msm/aBurt  and  Fjjberies, — There  is  a  fmall  -quaiu 
iky   of  kelp  made  yearly  in  the  S.  end  of  the  pariih, 
upon  the  eftate,  and  near  the  feat  of  the  family  of  La- 
most  of  Lament,  for  which  the  proprietor  gets  a  year- 
ly rent.    Few  hands  are  employed  to  make  fo  fmall  a 
quantity.     Hie  herring-fifhing  takes  up  a  great  part  of 
{he  time,  and  employs  alraoft  all  the  young  men,  and 
many  of  the  married  men,  in  this  pariih,  during  (he  fea- 
foa  of  it ;  which  commonly  begins  in  July  and  ends 
about  Chriftmas.     There  are  ax  open  boats  belonging 
to  the  pariih,  each  manned  with  4  hands,  and  conftanu 
ly  employed  in  catching  barings,  in  Lochfine,  on  the 
E.  coaft  of  Kintyre,  or  the  coaft  of  Arran,  in  Clyde, 
Lochlong,  or  wherever  elfe  they  may  appear  upon  the 
coaft ;  and  for  feveral  ieafons  paft  have  been  pretty  fuo 
cefsful.    Their  .common  haunt  is  the  £.  coaft  of  Kin- 
tyre and  Lochfine,  but  they  are  to  be  found  occafionally  in 
the  other  lochs  mentioned.    They  generally  make  in  a 
ieafon  from  50I.  to  zool.  each  boat ;  and  fome  of  the  moft 
fuccefsful  ones,  perhaps,  above  xaol. ;  lb  that  they  have 

from 

W*i*t  amd  Price  •/  Lal—r,— Servintt  wages  are  high.  A  man  feront 
feu  from  si.  10s.  to  4U  4 s.  in  the  half  year,  with  vi&uals  and  woes. 
Amaidfenrant  from  1 1.  la.  to  *1.  21.,  with  Ti&uals,  (hoes,  and  fome 
-other  perquiatet,  die  half  year.  A  day-labourer  get*  from  *  d.  to  t  d., 
with  victuals,  the  day ;  from  1 s,  to  14  d.,  without  viduals.  A  woman 
working  by  the  day  gets  from  +d.  to  6d.  and  vi&uals,  and  from  4d« 
to  gd.  without  viduals.  A  tailor  geti  8<L  the  day,  with  vidfcuals; « 
ftoemakcr  3d.  for  the  pair  (hoes,  and  vidoaU;  a  wright  is.  and  vic- 
tuals ;  a  carpenter  and  a  fewer  the  fame.  Weavers,  as  m  all  other  placet, 
arc  paid  by  the  yard,  and  according  to  the  fineness  of  the  cldth.  Befidee 
wages  being  Jo  high,  labourers  are  remarkably  fcarce,  especially  fin  har- 
vett ;  and  this  is  owing  to  the  herring-fifhing,  which  is  at  that  fcafoo  at 
its  height,  and  which  the  people  here  always  prefer  to  any  other  kind 
of  work,  being  lefi  toil,  aad  more  gain.~-8ervices  are  not  aboltfted 
in  the  pariih  by  any  of  the  rending  heritors.  They  are  feldom,  how- 
ever, cxa&cd  with  inch  vigour  ai  to  do  material  injury  to  the  tenants. 
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.  .from  ad.  to  24I.  to.  the  (hare,  the  boat  having  an  equtf 
dividend  with  each,  of  .the  hands.  Thefe  are  only  the 
anoft  fuccefsful,  and.  who  attend  the  fifhing  clofely  from, 
the  beginning  to  the  end. of  the  feafon.  There  are 
many  others  who  follow  the  trade,  but  having  alfo  a 
fmall  ihare  of  a  farm  pr  a  butt,  give  only  a  partial 
..attendance  ;  and  the  ftiares  of  .thefe  are  generally  found 
at  the  end  of  the  feafon  to  be  very  inconfiderable.  Be- 
.fides  the  number  of  hands  thus  employed  at  home  in 
this  trade,  there  is  a  great  number,  of ;  both  married  and 
unmarried  men,  whp  go  to  the  North  Highlands  aboard 
of  the  .bounty  veffels,  and  their  wages  in  general  are 
from  il*  5s.  to  1  L.i 6s,  a  month,  with  a  .barrel  or  half 
•  a  .barrel  of  herrings,  according  to  thctime.they  j^re  out. 
.The  veffels  they  go  aboard  of,  are  thofe  which  fail  from 
.Greenock,  Port-Glafgow,  and  Rothfay. 

Jn/is.-^There  are  12  inns  or  publicdioufes  in  the  pa- 
,xUh.     Two  of  them  are  Hated,  but  all  of  them  in  very 

bad  repair,  and  fo  exceedingly  ill  kept,  that  a  traveller 
.ican  fcarcely  get  a  decent  bed,  or  a  comfortable  break-* 

fait,  in  the  belt  of  them. 

Roads  and  B  ridges. -^-Therc  are  only  3  fmall  bridges 
in  the  pariih,  and  the  roads  are  exceeding  bad;  notwitb- 
itanding  a  good  deal  of  money  has  been  from  time  to 
-time  expended  upon  thexh,  they  are  in  feme  places  even 
impaflable.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the  very  grea^t 
length  of  the  line,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  making 
it,  and  partly  to  the  employing  hitherto  of  country 
-people  for  making  them,  who  did  not  underftand  the 
^bufinefs.  By  thefe  ignorant  undertakers,  a  great  deal 
#ias  been  blocked  out,  and  no  part  properly  finifhed^ 
,  5  »4 
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*tod~wheti  thofe  parts*  which  were  thought  to  be  made^* 
-were  negleded  for  a  few  years,  and  allowed  to  fall  intc* 
difrepair,  they  became  the  word  of  the  whole,  at  leafl^ 
ibfter  than  what  has  remained  untouched.  -    The  lengthy 
of  the  principal  line,  from  the  public  road  at  the  head 
of  Lochfine,  to  the  S.  point  of  this  pariih  at  Aird  La- 
mont,  may,  at  a  moderate  computation,  be  reckoned* 
above  40  miles.    Of  that  more  than  the  half  is  now* 
completely  finiihed  through  the  pariih  of  Kilmorich  and'. 
the  united  parishes  of  Strachur  and  Stralachlan,  and 
they  are  now   working  towards   the  borders  of   this 
pariih  ;   as   there    is  a    proper    undertaker  now  em- 
ployed,  we  hope  the  remaining  part  will  be  finiihed 
next  feafon.     It  is  alfo  intended  to  look  out  for  an  un- 
dertaker to  contract  for  the  bridges,  which  will  be  many 
in  number,,  but  none  of  any  great  fize  ;  without  which 
the  roads,  however  good,  would  be  entirely  ufelefs,  as 
there  are  many  fmall  waters  unpayable  to  wheeled  ma- 
chines.   Befides  this  great  line,  there  is  another  crofs 
road  through  this  pariih,  which  is  now  nearly  finiihed*. 
It  comes  off  from  the  great  line  from  Inverary  to* 
Campbeltown  near  Lochgilphead,  erodes  Lochfine  at  the 
ferry  of  Otter,  traveries  this  pariih  near  the  N.  end  j. 
that  of  Glendarual  at  the  low  or  S.  part  of  it ;  enters 
the  pariih  of  Invcrchaolan  at  Lochitravon-head,   and 
comes  to  the  Clyde  at  Dunoon,  a  village  on  the.  Cowal 
fide,  about  6  miles  from  Greenock. 

Harbours. — There  are  no  real  harbours  on  the  coaft. 
of  this  pariih.    The  beil  anchorage  places  are  in  the 
Kyles  of  Bute,  which,  as  was  already  obferved,.  is  a 
narrow  found  that  divides  this  pariih  from  that  iiland.  • 
In  a  variety  of*  places  upon  either  fide  of  that  found,  a, 

.-,  ueffel 
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veflel  of  almoft  any  burden  may  ride  fefe  enough  at  an> 
chor  from  any  wind  that  Wows.  There  k  pretty  good 
anchorage  alfo  at  the  ferry  of  Otter,  already  mentioned, 
although  not  fo  well  flickered  as  the  Kyle*  of  Bute. 

ferries. — There  are  3  ferries  ;  one,  already  mention-' 
ed,  at  Otter,  near  the^N.  end  of  the  parifli,  aerofs  Loch- 
fine  to  the  parifli  of  Kilmichael,  in  the  diftrid  of  Argyll. 
At  this  ferry,  the  loch  is  fuppofed  to  be  near  a  leaguer 
brood,  and  the  fare  is  3d.  Sterling  each  man ;  9d.  each 
horfe.  It  is  badly  attended  on  either  fide  as  to  hands  and 
boats ;  and  at  the  inns  very  ordinary  accommodation  is  to 
be  had,  when  the  traveller  happens  to  be  ftorm-ftaid.  Tb» 
is  very  furprifing,  and  much  to  be  regretted,  as- it  i» 
vtfy  much  frequented*  being  on  the  very  public  Une  of 
road  from  all  that  part  of  ArgylUhire  lying  on  the  N* 
W.  fide  of  Lochfine,  to  Cowal,  Greenock,  Pbrt-GlaJgowr 
and  aH  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  Low  Country.  The 
other  2  ferries,  are  one  from  Bute  to  this  parifli,  aerofs  the 
Kyles,  and  the  other  from  this  parilh  acrofe  Lochfine  on> 
the  line  of  road  from  Rothfay,  in  Bute,  to  Tarbert,  * 
village  on  the  W.  of  Lochfine,  about  half  way  from  In-* 
verary  to  Campbleton.  This  line  is  not  near  fo  pub* 
blick  as  that  through  the  N.  end  of  the  parUh  ;  and  the 
ftate  of  the  ferries  is  much  the  fame,  only  the  houfes* 
are  rather  worfe. 

Church,  Stipend,  &c. — The  church  was  repaired,  or  aW 
moft  rebuilt  in  the  year  1759,  and  is  now  little  more  than* 
half-feated ;  but  had  it  been  entirely  and  properly  fiaiih- 
ed  within,  it  would  only  accommodate  two-thirds  of  the 
congregation,  even  in  fummer,  when  they  come  out  in- 
the  greateft  numbers*    In  winter  there  k  room  enough,. 
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as  it  is,  for  aU  that  can  attend  >  owing  to  thfe  pariih  be- 
ing fo  long  and  narrow,  and  the  roads  fo  bad,  all  the 
people  in  the  extremities,  and  the  old  and  feeble  through* 
out  the  whole,  muft  be  content  to  ftay  at  home.  When 
we  confider,  that,  fome  time  ago,  the  pariih  was  much 
more  populous,  and.  the  church  fcarcely  fo  well  feated* 
it  is  difficult  to  guefs  how  the  congregation  could  be  at 
all  accommodated  ;  unlefs  we  fuppofe,  they  did  not  then 
afletnble  fo  regularly  as  now.  Indeed*  if  we  judge  from 
the  proportion  which  the  collodions  of  thefe  times  bear 
to  thofe  of  our  own  time,  it  favours  much  the  fuppo- 
fition ;  befides  that  we  have  the  teftimony  of  many  old 
men  to  confirm  the  fame.  The  church  ftands  in  need 
now  of  a  fecond  repair,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will 
fbon  have.  The  living  is  5  chalders  oat  meal,  Dutch 
weight,  8  ftone  to  the  boll ;  1  chalder  barley,  Linlith- 
gow meafure*  with  27I-  15s.  8*<L  Sterling  in  money, 
including  the  allowance  for  communion  elements.  •  Mr. 
Lamont  of  Lamont  is  patron.  .The  manfe  was  built  in 
the  year  1746,  and  has  never  been  a  fufficient  houfe* 
It  has  got  a  partial  repair  in  the  year  178],  and  ftands 
sow  very  much  in  need  of  another ;  although  it  is  to 
be  hoped  the  heritors  will  rather  build  a  new  one,  than 
repair  fo  bad  a  houfe.  The  glebe,  including  the  garden, 
area  of  the  manfe  and  office-houfes,  is  3  acres,  2  roods, 
and  12  perches.  Three-fourths  of  an  acre  of  that  are 
mofs,  which  the  prefent  incumbent  has  attempted  to 
drain  and  improve  at  confiderable  expenfe,  but  which 
he  defpairs  of  ever  feeing  arable  *• 

Vou  XIV.  I  i  foot 

•  The  grafs  having  never  hitherto  been  defigfled,  the  mwifter  has  a 
fenritude  of  *  cows  grafs,  and  a  horfe  graft,  on  the  farm  of  Kilnnan* 
wbcrcon  sand*  ha  manfe,  church,  and  glebe.    It  would  have  been  orach. 

more 
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JW  mi  Jcawrfr— The  number  of  poor  upon  the  fief, 
ton-roll  at  prefa*  is  19.    But  there  are  a  great  many 
Others,  who,  although  the j  ace  not  confidered  fo  very 
indigent  as  to  have  a  claim  upon  the  foods,  yet  go  about 
begging  among  the  tenants  as  often  as  the  reft,  and  ace 
as  liberally  fuppUed.    The  only  permanent  fund  in  die 
parilk,  for  their  fopply,  is  eos.  Sterling,  being  the  year- 
ly intereft  of  money  mortified  for  their  behoof,  in  the 
year  1737,  by  a  Mr.  Lemon*  of  Kilfinan,  who  granted 
his  bond  to  the  faffion  for  payment  of  the  above  fum, 
yearly,  m  all  time  coming  ;  together  with  the  various 
collections  made  at  church  on  Sundays,  at  marriages  and 
baptifms,  with  finaU  dues  for  proclamations,  fornication 
fines,  and  fees  paid  for  the  mort-doth.     But  their  prin- 
cipal fupport  is  begging :  and  if  the  late  excellent  re- 
gulation that  required*  all  poor  to  keep  within  their 
own  parilhes,  had  been  properly  adhered  to,  and  {hun- 
gers kept  off,  our  own  poor  might  be  tolerably  well  pro- 
vided for.    The  funds  have  been  hitherto  in  die  ma- 
nagement of  the  feffion  \  but  it  k  uncertain  how  long 
they  will  continue  fo,  as  the  ieffien  foems  now  very 
defirous  to  devolve  this  trouble  upon  the  heritors  J  which 
is  indeed  but  reafonable,  as  they  are  the  pexfens  who 
are  liable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  *• 

The 

more  for  the  mtereft  of  tat  proprietor  of  the  iaam  and-  the  nunifter 
both,  that  lbs  graft  had  been  dofigfied,  contiguous  to  the  arable  pan  of 
the  glebe ;  art  in  that  cafe,  the  one  might  let  hit  farm  to  much  better 
advantage,  when  Dreed  from  the  difagreeable  burden  to  which  it  2a  now 
fubjeded ;  and  the  other,  hating  hh  whole  ground  together,  might  en- 
dofe  and  improve  it  to  better  purpofe. 

•  Thettfoaesibtmintheufe  of  meeting  regularly  once  a  year,  to 
fettle  with  the  trealurer,  and  Co  diftrihute  among  the  poor  oat  of  their 
capital,  in  face  psoaojtioot  at  tbtj  could  judge  mott  proper/  accordiag 


Of  KHfinan  *Si 

The  parochial  (chad  is  taught  at  the  church.  The 
friary  is  4L  6s.  3d*  There  is  befides  4I.  15s.  6jd.  in* 
tereft  of  money  mortified  for  the  benefit  ef  the  fchool  o£ 
Kilfinan,  partly  by  the  Mr.  Lamont  who  left  the  mor- 
tification for  the  poor  of  the  parifil,  as  already  mention* 
ed>  and  partly  by  a  lady  whofe  name  is  unknown  *. 


Population.— The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  1755  was 
I i  a  1793 

t#  the  variant  neceffitics  of  the  indigent.  In  cafe  of  fickneft  or  acci- 
dental misfortunes  happening  to  my  of  them,  that  might  dHable  them 
front  going  about  in  quefc  of  fubfiftence,  they  ire  confidered  of  from  time 
to  time,  the  tresfarer  being  appointed  to  give  them  fach  finals  donatioos, 
as  will  be  a  temporary  relief ;  and  the  expenfes  of  their  funeral,  to  a 
certain  extent,  are  alwayi  defrayed  out  of  the  funds,  when  they  happen 
to  dit  without  leaving  a  fabjeA  of  &eir  own  adequate  to  the  purpofe. 
The  prcfent  incumbent,  foon  after  hit  admrfion,  observing  there  was 
very  little  caih  in  the  treafary,  and  confidering,  that  10a.,  vfith  any 
ceUc&ont,  Sec.  that  could  be  expc&ed,  wat  too  precarious  a  fund  for 
iuch  a  nmnber  of  poor  at  the  roll  exhibited,  foggefted  to  the  fcffion  a 
tlaa  of  augmenting  the  trifling  fun  which  they  then  bad  in  the  trea- 
sury, byfuch  yearly  tarings 'as  might  be  found  convenient,  until  the 
capital  (honld  amount  to  icol.  The  feffion  having  readily  adopted  this  plan, 
the  object  it  now  nearly  accomplifhed ;  and,  after  the  firft  general  meeting 
ef  the  fcffion,  the  poor  may  receive  near  double  the  fum  they  were  in 
vfe  of  getting.  These  favingt  were  mads  only  in  good  aad  plentiful 
feasont;  and  when  there  happens  a  fcardty,  or  when  the  price  of  meal 
it  very  high,  at  it  is  this  prefent  year,  there  is  a  meeting  extraordinary 
\kM  to  diftribute  among  the  poor  according  to  their  need 

•  The  average  number  of  ftholars,  for  ten  years  paft,  reckoning  from 
•rig,  indufive,  is, 

For  the  winter  quarter,        -        •  55  fcbolars. 

For  the  fpring  ditto,  -  .43  ditto. 

For  the  fummer  ditto,  a8  ditto. 

In  fummer  lift,  viz.  in  1793,  thcrc  *uvc  *een  °?lv  4  fcholan. 

There  is  another  fchool  that  hat  been  planted  in  the  parifh  fereral 
•eras  ago,  by  the  Society  for  Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge;  but  as 
She  fchoolmafter  does  not  receive  the  accommodation  and  perqowtes  ret; 
faired  by  the  Society,  and  in  confideration  that  the  number  of  scholars 
is  bat  finsBf  the  Society  are  bof  talking  of  taking  it  sway. 
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1793  fouls*  The  prefent  incumbent  could  find  no  re- 
cord in  .the  parifli  to  (how  its  ancient  (late  of  population 
at  an  j  period  whatever  ;•  not  even  a  catalogue  either  of- 
communicants  or  examinable  perfons  *.  It  is  certain, 
however,  from  the  teftimony  of  people  now  living,  that 
the  parifli  has  been  more  populous  than  it  now  is.  The* 
evident  caufes  of  its  decreafe,  in  point  of  population, 
are,  The  introduction  of  pafturage,  inftead  of  farming, 
and  conjoining  2  or  3  farms  together  into  one  pof- 
feffion.  By  this  union  of  farms,  there  are  poffeffions  in 
the  parifli  whereon  refided  formerly  from  12  to  16  fa- 
milies, now  inhabited  only  by  1  or  a.  The  fmuggling 
bufinefs  being  at  an  end,  contributed  alfo  to  depopulate 
this  parifli ;  the  moil  of  thofe  who  dealt  in  it  being 
bankrupt,  were  obliged  to  leave  the  place  in  order  to 
pufh  their  fortune  fomewhere  elfe. 

If  the  prices  of  cattle  had  continued  as  high  as  they 
have  been  for  fome  years  paft,  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  whole  of  this  parifli  would  foon  be  con- 
verted into  fuch  paftures  as  thofe  above  mentioned  ;  but 
the  prices  having  this  year  fallen  confiderably,  and  with- 
out any  profped  of  riling  very  fuddenly,  owing  to  the 
prefent  ftagnation  in  trade,  and  the  banks  having  given 
up  difcounting  bills,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  ra- 
pid progrefs  of  depopulation  will  alfo  receive  a  propor- 
tionable check  i   and  that  the  proprietors  will  find  it 

their 

•  The  caufc  of  this  feeini  to  be,  that  his  immediate  predeccffor,  who 
was  miniftcr  of  the  parifli  upwards  of  4  years,  was  in  fuch  a  bad  date 
of  health,  as  not  to  be  able  to  examine  the  people,  nor  adminifter  the 
ftcrament  all  that  time ;  and  the  laft  minifter  of  the  parifli,  prior  to 
that  period,  alfo,  was  fo  fuperannuated,  and  fell  into  fuch  bad  health* 
that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  charge  to  an  affiffcant,  fome  years  before 
his  death.  So  that  during  9  years  prior  to  the  admiffion  of  the  prefenc, 
incumbent,  the  facnuaent  was  adminUUrcd  only  once  in  the  parish. 
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their  intereft  to  let  their  farms  to  farmers,  inftead  of 
drovers  and  (hepherds. 

According  to  an  exa£t  furvey  taken  in  April  1793, 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  parilh  of  Kilfinan,  was 
as  follows : 


Families, 

3X0 

Farmers* 

98 

Souls, 

MI7 

Sailors  and  fifliers, 

H* 

Of  thcfc  under  xo  years, 

34* 

Wrights, 

7 

From  10  to  ao  years, 

a8i 

Weavers, 

38 

— —  20  to  30, 

400 

Tailors, 

%% 

— -  30  to  40, 

119 

Shoemakers, 

IX 

»          40  CO  JO, 

161 

Innkeepers, 

II 

—  50  to  60, 

1 00 

Millers, 

3 

— —  60  to  70, 

107 

Cowans, 

1* 

— -  70  to  80, 

78 

Cottagers, 

21% 

«•—  80  to  90,             * 

«5 

Smiths, 

3 

■        90  to  too 

3 

Flaxdreffer, 

X 

Communicants, 

518 

Diftiller, 

I 

Average  in  families,        4  74-3 

lothi 

Dyer,  and  Waulk  Miller, 

I 

flU  belonging  to  the  E&ablUhed 

Writer, 

X 

Church. 

Kclper, 

X 

Jufticcs  of  the  Peace, 

2 

Divided  by  their  profeiTons. 

Bachelors  above  50, 

IO 

Heritors  rcfiding, 

6 

Old  Maids  above  40, 

31 

Mini&r, 

I 

Widowers, 

8 

Riders  aitd  deacons, 

1% 

Widows, 

44 

Average  of  births  and  marriages  for  10  years,  preceding  October  1791, 
viz. 

Births  or  Baptifms,  -  47  3-ioths. 

Marriages,  -  -  10  3-ioths. 

In  the  above  account  of  tradefmen,  it  is  proper  to 
obferve,  that  tnafters,  journeymen,  and  apprentices,  are 
©11  taken  into  the  number,  and  perhaps  feme  of  them, 
vrho  work  at  times  at  different  trades,  may  be  twice 
reckoned,  efpecially  among  the  fifliers,  as  many  of  them 
Juve  other  jxades,  at  which  they  work  occafionally,  and 

fome 
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fome  have  farms,  and  fo  may  be  reckoned  amoog  the 
farmers, 

Horfes,  Cow,  and  Sheep— The  horfes  are  of  various 
kinds  ;  fome  of  a  Low  Country  breed,  fome  of  the  real 
Highland  kind,  and  many  of  a  crofc  breed  between  the 
two*  There  were  fome  Arabian  ftone  horles  brought 
to  the  neighbourhood,  and  one  of  them  to  this  paxifh, 
fome  years  ago,  whic%  hurt  the  breed  very  much  j  for, 
being  of  a  delicate  kind,  they  do  not  anfwer  either  the 
climate  or  the  keeping,  fo  well  as  other  horfes.  By  far 
the  greateft  number,  and  thofe  that  fuit  the  country 
bed,  are  real  Highlanders;  but  they  are  here  rather 
fmaller  in  general  than  the  ordinary  fize,  owing  to  the 
,bad  keeping.  Scarcely  the  half  of  the  number  of  bodes 
needed  in  the  parifh  are  reared  in  it,  but  bought  at  the 
markets  on  the  N.  fide  of  Lochfino,  by  jockies,  and  fold 
here  to  the  farmers*  Their  prices  are  various,  from 
5I.  to  15I. 

The  cows  are  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  handfome  as  they 
are  in  mod  of  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  efpecially  on  the 
N.  fide  of  Loclifine  ;  and  this  is  alfo  owing  to  overftock- 
ing  the  farms,  and  houfing  them  at  night :  for  they  are 
all  in  the  houfe  at  night,  young  aad  old,  I  mean  with 
the  common  tenants,  borne  alfo  keep  a  few  Low  Coun- 
try cows,  believing  that  they  give  more  milk ;  and  this 
too  hurts  the  breed.  The  average  value  of  tidy  cows 
may  be  about  3I.  ios.  ;  of  dry  cows  about  aL  10s. 

The  (beep  are  almoft  all  of  the  black  faced  kind,  aad 
are  rather  diminutive  too,  owing  to  the  fame  caufe  that 
was  afligned  for  black  cattle  being  uadcrfized.  Of  them, 
however,  there  is  not  a  very  principal  dock  in  the  pa. 
rifb,  as  all  paftures  here  are  mixed  pafturg  $  the  gra» 

Tiers 


Of  Kiljinan,  255 

tiers  keeping  a  number  of  bodes,  black  otttle,  and 

Jheep,  together.    The  (mail  white  faced  Highland  kinds 

ire  all  gone,  which  fame  think  it  to  be  regretted,  a* 

they  were  undoubtedly  better  mutton,  and  their  wool 

infinitely  finer  than  that  of  others.    They  were  not 

found,  however,  fo  profitable,  it  feems,  as  they  did  not 

draw  fuch  long  prices  when  brought  to  market. 

Number  of  working  horfes  in  the  parifli,  271 

,  of  black  cattle  come  to  full  growth,     1965 

»  of  fheep  ditto,  •  -  -  547* 

■  of  fwine,         -  6$ 

Few  of  the  fwine  are  reared  in  this  parifh,  but  bought 

in  from  other  paiifhes  in  fumxner  or  beginning  of  har- 

reft ;  and  they  are  fddom  kept  longer  than  till  win* 

ter,  when  they  are  fattened  moftly  upon  potatoes,  and 

killed. 

Caai  smd  Furl.— The  fuel  made  ufe  of  in  this  pariih 
by  all  die  common  people,  and  moftly  by  the  better  fort, 
is  peats ;  which,  as  they  lie  generally  at  an  exceeding 
great  diftance,  and  the  roads  to  the  mofles  bad,  are  re* 
markafaly  troublefome  and  expensive.  The  mode  of 
carrying  them  home  is,  by  many,  in  bags  in  back  loads, 
by  fame  in  creeb  upon  cars  or  fledges ;  and  by  a  few, 
where  the  ground  is  more  level,  or  where  the  coeds 
happen  to  be  better  attended  to,  upon  carts.  The  mak- 
ing, preparing,  and  leading  of  thefe  peats  confumes  the 
grcatcft  port  of  the  people's  time  in  fummer ;  and  too 
often,  in  fpite  of  all  their  labour  and  attention,  they 
lofe  the  soft  of  them,  from  the  wetnefs  of  the  climate, 
and  the  faftnefr  of  the  roads.  The  lairds,  and  others 
who  can  afford  it,  have  generally  fame  coals  befidea 
their  peats,  and  fame  burn  very  little  but  coals.    Thefe 

coals 
7 
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coals  are  carried  by  water  from  Glafgow  or  Irvine  ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  freight  being  very  high,  they  are 
reckoned,  upon  the  whole,  efpecially  now  that  the  duty 
is  taken  off  them,  cheaper  than  peats ;  and  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  the  intereft  of  die  tenants,  who  have 
moftly  boats  of  their  own,  to  carry  coals  from  Glafgow, 
rather  than  lofe  their  time,  and  fpoil  their  horfes  work- 
ing at  peats.  The  freight  from  Glafgow  is.  generally 
between  is*  and  as.  6d.  die  fingle  cart ;  but  thofe  who 
take  a  great  cargo,  and -employ  gaberts,  get  them  a  little 
cheaper* 

Antiquities.— There  is  nothing  remarkable  of  this 
kind  to  be  feen  in  this  parifli,  excepting  cairns,  dans, 
and  borradhs.  Thefe  cairns,  of  which  there  are  but 
few  in  this  parifli,  are  large  piles  of  ftones  heaped  to- 
gether, where  battles  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  fought, 
and  where  heroes  fell,  and  are  buried.  In  many  parts 
of  the  Highlands,  where  they  are  to  be  feen,  tradition 
is  very  diftinft  concerning  them,  and  generally  the  name 
of  the  perfon  or  perfons  put  to  death  flicks  to  the  cairn. 

Duns  are  very  numerous,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all 
parifhes  in  the  Highlands.  They  are  a  row  of  large 
ftones  put  together,  generally  in  a  circular  form,  on  the 
top  of  confpicuous  hills,  not  far  from,  and  always  in 
fight  of  one  another.  In  this  parifli,  where  as  many  of 
them  are  to  be  feen,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the 
place,  as  any  where  we  know ;  they  are  generally  on 
hills  of  a  conical  figure*  They  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  places,  for  kindling  fires  on,  for  the  purpofe  of 
warning  the  country,  and  fummoning  the  people  to  af- 
femble  for  the  common  defence)  on  the  fudden  appear* 
ance  of  an  enemy. 

Borra 
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Borra  or  borradh,  is  alfo  a  pile  of  ftones,  but  differ* 
from, a  cairn  in  many  refpefts,  viz.  in  external  figure, 
being  always  oblong  in  internal  conftrudion,  and  in  its 
fize  and  defign.  There  are  %  veftiges  of  them  in  this 
parilh,  which,  although  thej  are  moftly  now  dilapidated 
for  building  of  houfes  and  walls,  jet  fo  much  remain  of 
each,  as  to  (how  diftinftly  what  they  once  were.  The  one 
of  them,  which  is  the  largeft,  is  about  i|  mile  N.  from 
the  parilh  church,  a  little  above  the  great  line  of  road, 
on  the  top  of  an  eminence,  near  a  mofs.  This  immenfe 
pile  of  ftones  was,  till  laft  fuxnmer,  near  40  yards  long, 
of  confiderable  breadth,  and  amazing  depth.  r\t  the 
bottom,  from  the  one  end  to  the  other,  there  was  a 
number  of  fmall  apartments  or  cells,  end  to  end,  each 
made  up  of  $  or  7  large  flags.  Each  cell  was  about  6 
feet  long,  4  broad ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  remained  to  be 
feen  in  our  time,  about  5  feet  high.  One  large  flag 
made  up  each  fide ;  and  another,  which  was  generally 
pf  a  curved  figure,  to  throw  off  the  water,  covered  it  for 
a  roof:  the  end  fomettmes  was  made  up  of  a,  and  an 
open  between  them  wide  enough  for  a  man  to  fqueeze 
himfelf  thiough  :  fometimes  there  was  only  .  flag  in  the 
end,  and  only  half  as  high  as  the  fide  flags,  fo  that  th? 
entry  was  over  it ;  and  in  thefe  there,  were  only  5  flags; 
They  were  generally  built  on  an  eminence,  where  the 
fall  of  the  water  was  from  thence  on  either  fide ;  and 
when  that  was  not  the  cafe,  the  cells  were  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  the  bottom  of  the  pile  or  borradh.  The 
cells  were  not  always  in  a  ftraight  line  from  end  to  end, 
but  they  were  always  fo  regular,  as  that  the  fame  com- 
munication pervaded  the  whole  *. 

Vol.  XIV.  K  k  About 

*  There  arc  various  conjectures  about  their  ufc  and  defign.    Some 
^iok  they  were  burying  places  for  the  aflies  of  heroes  and  great  war- 
riors, 
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About  3  miles  £►.  from  the  church,  and  not  far  from 
the  fea,  is  to  be  feen  the  foundation,  and  a  fmall  part 
of  the  wall  of  a  chapel,  furronnded  by  a  church-yard^ 
on  a  fmall  field  called  Ardmarnock,  i.  e.  St.  Marnock's 
Field.  In  this  church-yard  was  found,  fome  years  ago, 
a  ftone  very  prettily  cut,  and  along  inscription  on  it^  as 
the  people  who  few,  think,  in  Latin :  but  they  were  fo 
lenfelefii  as  to  make  ufc  of  the  ftone  in  building  a  houfe 
on  the  fan*.  About  300  yards  above  this  chapel,  09 
an  eminence,  a  cell,  and  part  of  another,  appears  in  the 
end  of  a  pile  of  ftones  or  borradh,  exactly  fimilar  to, 
but  much  imaller  than  the  one  I  have  been  defcribing. 

from  what  remains  of  this  cairn  pr  borradh,  it  items 

1     . .  1..     , .    fc  .       ...        .  ■ 

riors,  and  human  boar •  have  been  often  found  in  them*  Otfcert  belfrve 
them  to  have  Been  concealed  beda  or  drafting  placet  mr  robber*  and 
pkmdcrera.  The  obje&ion  to  thii  it,  the  cenfinemant  in  fach  fhtaft 
apartment**  and  the  probability  of  their  being  found  out  by  the  fmoke 
of  their  fire,  tod,  in  cafe  of  being  found,  the  certainty  of  being  pat  to 
death,  at  there  comld  be  no  poffibiKty  of  efcape.  Another  opinior,  fully 
•a  likely,  it,  that  they  were  placet  of  defence  for  herd*,  who  were  feat 
at  a  dUbnce  with  the  cattle,  for  the  fake  of  clean  graft*  to  defend  them 
at  night  from  wolvet,  and  other  wild  beaftt,  whicji  at  that  time  over- 
ran the  country.  For  my  own  part,  I  mufi  acknowledge,  that  I  am  not 
fatfcfied  with  any  of  thefe  conje&uret,  hut  think  it  much  more  probable, 
that  they  were  placet  of  concealment,  not  for  pluaderert,  bet  for  booty. 
It  it  a  well  known  fa&,  that  it  wat  a  very  general  cuftorn  among  the 
inhabiunu  of  the  Highlands  and  that  too  at  no  very  remote  period, 
that  *  party  of  one  clan  mould  arm  themfelvet,  and  repair  to  a  dif- 
tant  country,  plunder  and  carry  off  the  ciFe&t  and  cattle  of  fome  other  ' 
clan;  and  if  they  wen  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  lias  parfmt,  and  to 
bring  them  to  their  own  country  in  fafety,  they  immediately  ttaaghtered 
them,  falted  them  in  their  own  hides,  and  concealed  them  the  beft  way 
they  could.  It  it  hot  likely  enough  that  the  placet  above  mentioned 
were  contrived  for  thit  purpoie  ?  Indeed,  any  perfim  who  hue  teen 
them*  mull,  I  think,  allow  they  were  at  fuitable  for  thie  dofign  aa  could 
well  be  imagined ;  for  being  furrounded  with  wood,  at  they  all  were, 
and  covered  over  with  heath  or  graft,  they  appeared  fuch  a  natural  pro- 
tuberance, that  they  could  not  be  iufyc&cd  at  artificial. 
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to  have  been  only  about  20  yards  long ;  and  die  cells, 
from  die  {ample  that  is  to  be  feen;  were  alfo  finaller 
than  thofe  in  the  other  mentioned  *. 

There  are  a  few  Druidical  ftones  to  be  feen  in  the' 
parife,  with  fome  traces  of  thole  circular  rings  of  ftones 
fuppofed  to  have  been  their  places  of  worfliip.  It  is 
tmneceflary  to  mention,  that  thefe  Druidical  ftones  are 
moftly  very  long,  and  ftanding  perpendicular.  One  of 
thofe  in  this  parifh  is  ambng  the  higheft,  perhaps,  in 
the  country; 

On  a  rocky  point,  on  the  c&aft  of  Lochfine,  about  a 
telle  below  the  church,  is  to  be  feen  the  veftige  of  a 
building  called  Catfteal  Mhic  Eobbvin,  i.  e.  M'Ewen's 
Caftle.  It  tras  a  wide,  but  irregular  building,  neither 
firaare  nor  circular;  perhaps  Hearer  a  pentagon  than  any 
other  plan  :  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  built  with 
any  kind  of  mortar  ;  but;  from  the  quantity  of  rubbifh, 
k  muft  have  been  of  a  confiderable  height.  This  M'Ewen 
was  the  chief  of  a  clan,  and  proprietor  of  the  northern 
divifion  of  the  parifh,  called  Otter.  His  pofteffion  of  it 
muft  have  been  of  very,  remote  antiquity ;  for  there  is 
Kk  2  no 

*  Theresa  a  taadSdon  m  the  country,  whidh  hit  wonderfully  obtained  unl- 
vcrbl  credit ;  that  the  entire  cell  that  is  to  be  feen  in  this  borradh  was  the 
place  where  St.  Marnock  tried  to  retire  Tor  the*  purpofes  of  devotion,  rafting, 
mi  fammtbti  and  fifcewife  where  he  heard  eemfeffioos ;  which  terf  much  ex* 
cited  uy  cuviofity,  *•  well  as  that  of  many  others,  10  fee  it.  But  upon  vi- 
firing  the  place,  and  viewing  the  cell,  1  could  not  but  wonder  at  the  unac- 
toonfahk  credulity  of  thofe  who  could  belie? e  fuch  an  unlikely  ftory.  For 
the  vsrf  use  of  k  is  fuch,  that  St  Marnock  muft  have  been  a  very  little 
ana,  at  wetl  as  the  perlba  confeffing,  to  find  room  In  it,  unlefs  in  a  very  auk- 
wwd  pedrnrr.  If  is  therefore  moft  likely,  that  the  idea  had  been  adopted  from 
as  vksnitjr  to  the  chapel  above  mentioned,  dedicated  to  St.  Marnock.  for  my 
own  past,  I  am  much  more  difpoftd  to  think,  that,  inftead  of  its  being  the 
cell  of  a  Ciint,  it  Is  more  likely  to  have  been  the  den  of  a  thief)  I  mean  st 
piece  contrived  by  plunderers,  as  I  have  (aid  above,  for  conceaiin|  their  booty. 
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no  record  nor  tradition  that  fays  who  poflcfled  the  pr** 
perty  before  them.  Many  of  the  clan  ftill  refide  upo* 
the  eftate. 

MifceUaneaus  0hfervatiom.—A31  the  lands  in  this  pa- 
sifh  are  thirled  to  certain  mills,  to  the  extent  of  the  16th 
part  of  the  oats,  the  nth  part  of  the  barley.  They 
are  alfo  obliged  to  have  their  fmith-work  done  by  cer- 
tain fmiths  ;  which  has  a  tad  effeft,  as  it  tends  to  make 
thefe  tradefmen  lazy  and  inattentive ;  indifferent  whe- 
ther they  do  their  work  fufficient  or  otherwife,  being 
fare,  that  the  people  cannot  employ  any  but  themfelves. 
In  the  northern  diftrid,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  full 
multure  to  the  miller,  even  for  the  barley  they  fell  to 
diftillers  out  of  the  pariflx ;  which  is  a  very  great  hard- 
ship to  the  farmer,  when  there  is  not  one  in  the  lands 
perhaps  to  buy  it.  There  are  no  manufactures  carried 
on  in  this  parifh,  and  probably  never  will,  on  account 
of  the  fcarcity  of  the  fuel,  which  is  one  of  the  greateft 
disadvantages  the  inhabitants  lie  under.  Another  dif- 
advantage  is  the  want  of  a  regular  poft  and  poft-office 
in  the  neighbourhood,  having  none  nearer  than  Inve- 
rary,  which  is  near  30  mile  from  fome  parts  of  this 
parifh.  This  puts  us  to  the  expenfe  of  employing  a 
runner  once  a-week ;  and  the  neighbouring  pariih  of 
Glendarual  is  in  the  fame  fituation.  Glendarual  is  a 
very  centrical  place  for  a  poft-office,  for  the  whole  of 
the  low  part  of  Gowal,  and  in  the  middle  of  a  ftraight 
line  of  road  between  Inverary  'and*  Rothfay.  It  would 
be  a  very  general  good  to  plant  a  poft-office  there,  and 
the  commerce  between  the  two  places  could  aflbrd  not 
only  to  pay  the  poft,  but  would  probably  return  fome 
revenue  to  government.— -Superftition  is  lofing  ground 
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in  this  pftriftt  pretty  faft,  although  not  in  the'  fame  pro* 
portion*  perhaps,  as  it  has  dene  on  the  N.  fide  of  Loch-' 
fine.  We  cannot  afcribe  this  to  a  more  likely  cauf^ 
than  that  formerly  it  may  have  prevailed  more  in  theXb 
parts,  and  that  the  clergy  have  on  that  account  thought 
it  neceflary  to  be  at  great  pains  in  rooting  it  out*  There 
is  one  pernicious  praftice  that  prevails  much  in  this 
pariih,  which  took  its  rife  from  this  fource,  which  is, 
that  oi  carrying  their  children  out  to  baptifm  the  £rft 
or  fecond  day  after  birth.  Many  of  them,  although  / 
they  had  it  in  their  option  to  have  their  children  bap- 
tized in  their  own  houfes,  by  waiting  one  day,  prefer 
carrying  them  7  or  8  miles  to  church,  in  the  worft  wea- 
ther in  December  or  January,  by  which  folly  they  too 
often  (acrifice  the  lives  of  their  infants  to  the  phantom 
of  foperftition.  It.  is  not  recorded,  that  any  native  of 
this  parifli  has  been  executed  for  any  crime  whatever* 
There  have  been  2  fuicides  about  20  years  ago.  The 
language  moft  commonly  fpoken  in  this  parifli  is  the 
Gaelic,  although  not  in  that  degree  of  purity  and  per- 
fection as  on  the  N.  fide  of  Lochfine.  Almoft  all  the 
names  of  places  are  derived  from  it,  and  are,  in  general, 
defcriptire  of  their  appearance  and  fituation.  The  peo- 
ple in  general  are  of  a  middle  ftature,  rather  thicker  in 
proportion  to  their  height  than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Low  Country.  They  are  more  attached  to  a  feafaring 
life  than  to  hufbandry;  and  although  pretty  often  at 
iea,  they  are  in  general  fober.  There  is  plenty  of  filh 
•f  various  kinds  to  be  found  in  Lochfine  ;  fuch  as  cod, 
from  1  to  5  lb.  weight ;  whitings  from  i  to  3  lb.  ;  had-* 
dock  from  1  to  4  lb. ;  plenty  of  feath  of  different  fizes, 
and  fkate  in  abundance.  About  the  S.  point  of  the  pa- 
rifli, plenty  of  lobfters  and  pattens  or  crabs  :  mackerel  is 

fometimes, 


1 
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jfbmetimes,  but  feldoin,  to  be  found  upon  die  coalL  Tfaertf 
Is  a  good  deal  of  falmon  in  the  loch  ;  but  there  is  no 
Jalmon  draught  in  this  parifli*  All  the  kinds  of  fea- 
fowl  common  to  the  Highlands,  and  of  the  moorfowl 
alfo,  excepting  tarmagans,  frequent  this  parifli.  The 
tarmagan  is  a  bird,  although  very  tame,  or  rather  ftu- 
pid,  yet  is  never  to  be  found  but  in  very  high  hiils^ 
and  where  the  grafs  is  pretty  clean.  He  has  a  wonder* 
ful  averfion  to  fheep  walks,  There  are  various  kinds 
of  migratory  birds,  fuch  as  the  fcale  drake,  widgeon^ 
folon  goofe  or  gannet,  barnacle,  fwan,  wild  goofe,  fter- 
fing,  teel,  king's  filher,  fieldfare,  ftone-chatter,  green 
plover,  lapwing,  cuckoo,  fwallow,  woodcock,  fiiipe* 
with  a  great  variety  of  other  feafowl,  fuch  as  allaa, 
hawk,  fcarts,  cormorants,  and  many  kinds  of  duckets. 

All  the  dated  fcoufes  in  the  parifli  habited  and  unin* 
habited,  are  I  j. 
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NUMBER    XV, 
PARISH  of  BELLIE. 

(STOOD  OF  MURRAJ  *f  PrESBTTERY  OF  StR^TBBOOJSA 

By  the  Rev,  Mr.  James  Gordo*, 

'  '     '  '         '  ' — !■ 

Name,  Extent,  Situation,  &c. 

*¥)  £LU£  has  been  imagined  by  feme  to  be  die  Gaefie 
J-*  word  Bellaidb,  fignifying  "  broom ;"  but  other*, 
more  juffly,  reckon  it  a  compound  from  the  two  Gaelic 
words  BeulMitby  meaning  *  the  mouth  of  the  ford."  This 
etymology  is  perfedly  natural,  as,  a  little  above  tht 
church,  there  was,  till  the  prodigious  flood  in  1 768  de- 
ftroycd  it,  and  opened  various  channels,  one  of  the  fineft 
fords  upon  the  Spcy.  There  his  Royal  Highnefs,  with 
his  Majefty's  army?  pafled  with  great  fafety  in  1746,  a 
few  days  before  the  battle  of  Culloden,  the  Duke  of 
Kingfton's  light  cavalry  leading  the  van.  A  gentleman 
once  would,  jocularly,  have  this  place  Bel-lieu.  Indeed, 
Sellie's  hill  is  a  moft  beautiful  fpot,  commanding  a  de- 
lightful 
•  Fochaben  it  in  the  county  of  Murray,  and  the  country  part  it  ia  Banff* 
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jEghtful  profpeft  of  Gordon  Caftle,  of  the  river  and  part 
of  Hurray,  of  the  Jurray  Frith,  and  the  mountains  of 
Sutherland  and  Caithnef3  *. 

Bailie  extends,  from  S.  to  N.,  near  6  meafured  miles, 
and  from  E.  to  W.  altnoft  4.  It  is  bounded  on  the  N. 
ly  the  Murray  Frith,  and  on  the  W.  by  the  river  Spey* 
A  confideraMe  part  of  this  fpaee,  to  about  4  miles  from 
the  fea,  is  contained  within  the  ancient  banks  of  this  ri- 
^cr^  which  are  very  high.  What  thefe  banks  enc  ofe 
may  be  confidered  as  the  range  or  territory  of  the  cpey 
«t  this  place,  though  it  has  greatly  fliifted  its  channels 
in  different  periods.  At  Gordon  caftk,  which  is  be- 
tween them,  but  near  that  on  the  E-,  thefe  banks  are 
aear  a  mile  dlftant  from  each  other.  They  gradually 
iriden  in  their  approach  to  the  fea,  and  where  the  river 
Alls  into  the  frith,  are  near  2  miles  afunder.  BetweejL 
tte  bank  on  the  £  ,  and  the  prefent  bed  of  Spey,  is  a  fine 
aatenfive  plain,  with  many  farms,  and  a  great  number 
#f  inhabitants,  the  river  having  kept  near  the  W.  fide 
£ir  time  immemorial,  though  it  has  frequently  made 
savages*  that  have  rendered  many  embankments  anf 
Inlwarks  requifite.  This  hanlt  is'  for  about  a  mile  be* 
low  Gordon  caftk,  handfomely  drefled  in  imitation  of 
mature,  and  adorned  by  fine  plantations  of  trees  and 
furubs,  with  very  pleafant  walks.  Here  is  a  very  great 
number  of  large  clufters  of  hollies,  which  have  procure^ 
it  the  appellation  qf  the  Holly  Bank,  as  below  it  is  ftyled 

the, 

•  All'  the  old  niRKi  of  farms  here  are  of  Celtic  origin,  is  Dal  achy  f  the  plain 
field  j  Avcbtnreib)  the  field  of  heath  j  Aticbt*lalriggt  the  field  of  fpedret  or  bolj- 
goblini,  &c  The  Gaelic  tongue,  howcyer,  hai  long  difappeared  in  this  part 
•f  the  country  \  the  language,  n  general,  being  that  dialed!  of  Eng'ifli  com- 
mon to  the  North  of  Scotland  j  though,  among  all  perfons  who  pretend  to  fnj 
thing  like  education,  the  ZngKJh  language  is  daily  gaining  grotuai 


the  Bank  of  Bellie.  At  die  S.  end  of  this  charming 
level  fluids  Gordon  caitie.  It  has  a  front  of  566  feet. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  defcribe  this  moft  fuperb  and  de- 
gant  ftru&ure.  It  is  well  known  to  be  one  of  the 
nobleft  palaces  in  Britain,  and  attra&s^the  notice  of  all 
travellers,  who  never  fail  to  return  highly  gratified  *• 
Her*  many  a  coftly  drain  has  been  employed  to  form  die 
enchanting  landfcape  it  new  exhibits.  There  is  an  im- 
menfe  extent  of  plantation,  a  large  park  of  fallow  deer ; 
and  here  we  are  charmed  with  all  the  melody  of  the 
grove.  Here  the  woodcock  vifits  us  about  the  end  of 
O&ober,  the  fieldfare  in  the  winter,  and  the  green  plover 
in  the  fpring.  About  a  mile  N.  of  Gordon  caftle,  and  3 
miles  S.  of  the  Frith,  is  the  church  of  Bellie,  upon  the 
old  eaft  bank  of  the  Spey,  foon  to  be  tranflated  to  Focha- 
bers, where  a  very  commodious,  elegant  chureh  is  to  be 
built,  which  will  be  gready  ornamental  to  the  place. 
The  old  manfe  is  in  ruins,  and  the  minftter  has  got  an 
excellent  houfe  in  the  town  of  Fochabers  f. 
Vol.  XIV.  '  U  Soil 


•  The  ancient  leJstace  bereaves  celled  Agro-gMir,  or  windy  bog,  there  being 
svery  free  circulation  of  air  from  the  Frith  and  the  W.  $  and  the  ferry-boat  ie 
ftill  the  beat  of  Beg.  This  habitation  was  long  known  all  over  the  *?.,  by 
the  name  of  The  Bog,  for  an  obvious  leajbn.  Spelean,  if  I  remember  right, 
Seldom  ufes  any  other  term  for  it.  The  caftle  had  doubrJcfs  been  built  here 
with  a  view  to  ftrength,  by  ditches  and  inundation,  when  property  waa  not 
lb  cnWhully  fecored  as  in  our  happy  days,  by  die  regular  citcution  of 
wheWbane  and  equitable  laws.  \  need  not  fay  how  neccj&ry  it  wu  in  thole 
tunes  to  eject  featrcflca  on  rocks  and  in  nianbet* 

f  Fodpbcrs  U  .compounded  of  t^e  two  Gaelic  woro>,  fticS,  a  green  plain, 
properly  a  plain  for  rendezvous  or  weapon-naw,  which  was  often  pra&Ucd  here, 
end  AUr,  a  bey  or  junction  of  two  waters ;  the  burn  of  Fochabers  here  u- 
aiciag  itself  with  the  Spey.  Some  years  ago,  Fochabers  waa  removed  fouth- 
ward  tram  the  vicinity  of  Gordon  Caftle  to  a  riling  ground,  near  a  mile  dif- 
ttnt,  and  built  on  a  neat  plan,  with  an  extensive  (feuare  in  the  centre.  It  is  • 
bnrjk  tf  barony,  and  bet  t  baron  bailie.    A  phyuciia  re&fcs  among  vs.    Y?* 

have 
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Soil  and  Agriculture* — The  "ground,  which  has  bee* 
^recovered  from  the  Spey?  is,  in  general,  by  a  very  long 
courfe  of  frequent  manure,  and,  being  in  (mall  farms, 
abundantly  fertile.  We  have  a  good  deal  of  loamy  foil. 
There  is  not  much  clay  land:  That  upon  the  coaft  x% 
fandy.  In  general,  we  depend  very  much  upon  the 
dews  of  heaven.  In  a  droughty  July,  our  crop  near 
the  fea,  though  promifing,  dwindles  amazingly.  We 
enjoy,  however,  upon  the  whole,  a  happy  climate:  Our 
agricultural  fyftem  has  nothing  very  different  from  that 
pf  our  neighbours  all  around.  We  have  very  few  em- 
clofures,  except  at  Gordon  cattle,  (where  an  exteufivc 
farm  is  totally  enclofed),  and  at  Auchenhalrigg.  We 
cannot  boaft  much  of  our  other  modes  of  melioration, 
though  we  commonly  do  the  fyeft  we  well  can.  The 
people  are  induftriou$,  and  labour  hard \  and  you  will 
pot  fee  any , thing  like  a  farm,  where  you  do  not  be* 
fcold  a  field  of  fawn  grafs,  a  piece  of  turnips,  and  fome 
potatoes.  The  potatoe  is  much  cultivated  by  fhofe  whex 
have  but  fmall  fpots  of  ground,  and  proves  vety  ufeful. 
The  fea- weed  is  much  ufed  as  manure,  tq  the  diftance  of 
%  or  3  miles  along  the  coaft  ;  and  no  work  is  fuffered  to 
interrupt  the  purfuit  of  it.  Our  crops  of  grain  conlift 
chiefly  of  barley,  oats,  peafe,  and  rye  *• 

There 

have  three  annual  Airs,  aoe  of  them  for  black  cattle;  and  a  weekly  market 
far  butter  and  cheefe,  eggs,  poultry,  &c.  but  it  is  not  much  retorted  to. 
There  are  ft  vera!  retail  fliops,  and  an  ordinary  number  of  the  ofoal% artificers. 
There  are  two  goods  inna,  well  frequented.  We  have  a  friendly  ibriety  pretty 
numerous.  Its  funds  are  accumulating,  and  will,  m  a  little  time,  aofwer 
fery  benevolent  and  ufeful  purpofes. 

*  The  average  wages  for  common  labourers  are  66.  a-day  in  winter,  and  8o\ 
in  fummer.  For  harveft  work,  women  receive  6d.,  and  men  io£  A  com* 
mon  artificer  gets  lod.  oris,  a-day.  With  theft  payments,  they  generally 
Have  their  victuals.  A  good  man  fervant  for  the  half  year  feldom  has  Iefii 
than  3I.,  and  the  women,  for  the  fame  period,  receive  about  201.  "Amj 
thc'fc  point  at  continual  increaff. 
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Tftiere  are  in  the  pariih  upwards  of  iooo  black  cattle, 
nioftly  of  the  common  country  breed,  man  y  of  which  are 
fent  away  in  the  fummer  to  graze,  pafture  grafs  being 
fcarce  upon  the  coaft.  We  have  dbout  340  horfes,  many 
of  them  rather  fmall  fired,  and  fomething  above  2200 
flieep,  generally  a  mixture  of  the  Linton  breed.  Gordon 
caftle  Will  readily  be  fuppofed  an  exception  to  all  thefe, 
inhere  the  cattle,  horfes  and  flieep  are  large.  Many 
plough  with  a  pair  of  horfes.  Indeed,  it  is  the  moff 
frequent  practice,  the  ground  being  light  and  eafily  ma- 
naged :  Some  put  a  yoke  or  two  of  black  cattle  behind 
them.  There  are  but  few  ploughs,  comparatively^ 
drawn  by  oxen  entirely.  A  cart  among  the  country 
people  may  generally  be  reckoned  for  erery  horfe; 
Carts  drawn  otherwife,  are  not  many  in  comparifon. 

Memufattures  arid  Fijbcries. — One  manufacturer  of 
fome  eminence,  has  long  refided  on  the  burn  of  Focha- 
bers, and  manages  very  confiderable  bufinefs  in  weaving 
blockings  of  cotton,  thread,  and  worfted,  and  fome  pieces 
for  waiftcoats  and  breeches.  He  alfo  deals  a  little  in  the 
thread  trade.  Another,  who  is  alfo  a  merchant,  carries 
on  a  manufacture  of  lint,  thread  and  tobacco,  to  fome 
amount.  There  is  a  capital  falmon  fifhery  here  upon  the 
Spey,  chiefly  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  from 
which  his  grace  derives  a  rent  of  1500I.  a-year,  from 
Meflrs.  Gordon  and  Richardfbn.  It  extends  from  Spey- 
mouth  about  j  miles,  and  terminates  in  a  complete  row 
of  cruives  acrofs  the  river.  There  is  a  large  lofty  edifice 
near  the  fea  for  the  gentlemen  that  hoid  the  leafe. 
There  are  buildings  for  the  overfeers,  coopers,  &c., 
and  that  furnilh  every  accommodation  for  the  fifhery. 
They  have  got  a  very  good  ice-houfo.  An  hundred  and 
LI  a  thirty 
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thirty  men,  or  more,  are  employed  in  this  fiflray* 
There  is  alfo  a  falmon  fiihing  upon  the  coaft,  oalled 
llcll  fiihing.  Some  thoufands  of  falmon  are  fent  to  Lon- 
don early  in  the  feafon,  covered  with  ice :  Afterward 
they  are  exported  in  kits  fteeped  in  vinegar,  of  which 
many  hogflieads  are  yearly  laid  in  for  the  purpofe.  Thefc 
kits  contain  about  36  pounds  of  falmon  each.  When  the 
great  city  is  plentifully  fupplicd,  and  the  price,  much  re- 
duced, it  becomes  convenient  to  fait  the  falmon,  and  to 
fend  them  to  the  foreign  markets.  The  natural  efieft 
of  this  demand,  is  dearth  of  falmon  here.  Indeed,  the 
cxpenfe  of  living  has  increafed  very  confideraUy  with* 
in  thefe  20  years  in  almoft  every  article.  In  this  we 
are  not  lingular. 

Proprietors*— The  Duke  of  Gordon  is  our  only  refi- 
ding  heritor,  and,  indeed,,  fole  proprietor  of  the  parifh, 
except  of  one  farm  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Findlater. 

Population,  &c— The  return  to  Dr.  tVebfter  in  175  j, 
was  1730.    The  parifh  of  fiellie  now  contains  1919 
fouls,  viz,  country  part  984,  and  the  village  935.    Of 
thefe,  there  are  859  males,  and  1060  females.    This 
difproportion  has  not  been  occafioaed  by  emigration,  for 
of  tjiat  we  have  had  very  few  inftances,  but  from  the 
military  genius  exerting  itfelf  oh  particular  emergen- 
cies.   We  have  of  married  couples  27a,  .and  of  young 
people  about  10  years  old,  and  under,  437,  viz.  205  boys, 
and  13a  girls.     Though  it  be  known,  that  a  fuperior 
number  of  males  is  born  into  the  world,   thefe  little 
differences  will  happen  in  particular  corners,  by  remo- 
vals and  other  caufes.    For  14  years  paft,  10  couples,  at 
a  medium,  have  been  married  yearly,  and  31   children 
3  regiftered. 
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repflered,  vix.  x6  nudes,  and  15  females*    The  latter 
article  cannot  be  exaQ  as  to  the  number  born  in  the  pa~ 
xifh,   it  being  difficult  to  bring  fome,  even  of  our  own 
people,  to  infert  the  names  of  their  children,  with  all 
the  care  that  can  be  taken.     There  are  in  the  parifh  458 
dwellings ;  250  in  Fochabers,  and  208  in  the  country. 
The  average  number  in  thefe  habitations  is  a  little  more 
than  4.     With  regard   to  longevity,   there  is  nothing 
here  peculiar.     We  arebleffed  with  a  mild,  pure, -tem- 
perate air.      Some  live  to   70,  fome  to  80  years    of 
age,  though  few,   in  comparifon,  it  may  be  fuppofed. 
A  few  are  now  alive  on  the  very  borders  of  90.    A 
man  died  at  90  fome  little  time  ago,  and  another  at  108, 
or  upwards.     There  are  no  difeafes   incident,  in  any 
uncommon  way,  to  this  corner.     The  fifhermen,  from 
their  employment,  are  fometimes  feized  with  palfies  in 
the  lower  parts,  and  fevere  rheumatifm.     Thefe  malsu 
dies  are  guarded  againft  by  the  care  taken  of  them,  and 
the  quantity  of  fpirits  allowed  them. 

Ecckfiqflical  State,  &c» — By  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  people  are  of  the  eftabliflied  church.  We  have, 
nowever,  a  very  confiderable  number  of  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  with  a  prieft  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  a  large 
chapel.  * 

There  are  a  few  Proteftants  of  the  Epifcopal  perfua- 
lion  }  and  4  or  5  Seceders  refide  among  us.  We  all  live 
very  cordially  and  happily  together.  The  body  of  the 
people,  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  are  of  refpe&able  cha. 
rafter.  We  have,  alas  !  exceptions  :  And  what  commu- 
nity i9  without  fome,  whofe  conduct  in  life  is  matter  of 
very  ferious  regret.  The  cuftom  that  prevails  more  and 
mo/e,  not  in  this  corner  alone,  among  the  lower  clafles, 

of 
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of  fubftituting  dram-drinking  for  a  draught  of  good 
beer,  has  a  moft  pernicious  tendency,  with  regard  to 
health  and  morals.  The  people  here  are,  in  genera!,  of 
a  fober,  rational,  religious  difpofition,  regular  in  their  at* 
tendance  on  public  ordinances,  and  careful  of  the  focial 
duties  *. 

The  ftipend  of  Bellie  is  72I.  6s.  4$d.,  including  al* 
lowances  for  communion  elements*  The  glebe  at  Bel- 
lie  was  lately  excambed  for  one  at  Fochabers,  which 
meafures  13  acres  of  good  land. 

Schools  and  Poor — There  is  a  parochial  fchool  at  Fo- 
chabers. The  fchoolmafter  teaches  Englifli,  Latin,  wri- 
ting, arithmetic,  and  book-keeping.  His  falary  is  14 
bolls  meal.  He  has  a  ftnall  fee  as  feffion>clerk,  the 
fchool  dues,  and  payment  for  regiflration  of  baptifm£ 
and  marriages.  There  is  a  fociety  fchool  about  3  miles 
from  Fochabers,  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  very  great 
numbers  of  poor  creatures,  who  could  not  poflibly  attend, 
or  be  accommodated  in  the  pariih  fchool.    . 

We  have  not  many  common  beggars,  yet  a  numerous 
lift  of  poor,  among  whom  are  diftributcd  the  collections 
in  the  church,  which*  (efpecially  when  our  great  family 
is  at  home)  are  of  much  benefit,  the  dues  from  the 
mortcloth,  and  the  intereft  of  a  little  money.  A  chal- 
der  of  meal  is  annually  bellowed  upon  the  poor  about 
ad  February,  the  Marquis  of  Hunfly's  birth  day.  There 
are  fome  bedemen  who,  by  an  ancient  provifion  in  the 

family, 

•  Near  the  confines  of  this  and  Rathven  parisi,  a  neat  chapel  hat  been 
lately  built  tar  the  itinerant  minister,  who  has  a  confidence  diftri&  of  chit 
pariih  as  part  of  Ips  charge.  He  has  fomethiog  from  a  fund  coUe&ed,  and 
accumulating,  for  the  benefit  of  that  million,  in  addition  to  hit  falary  froaa 
the  fociety,  and  a  glebe  of  8  acres-    A  houfe  is  alio  intended  him. 
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family,  receive  meal  and  money,  which  give  a  vety  com- 
fortable fubfiftence.  They  are  old  worn-out  men.  Pri- 
vate donations  are  given  ;  and  the  people,  in  general,  are 
charitably  difpofed. 

Curiqfity  and  Antiquity. — The  only  rare  plant  in  the 
jparifh,  is  the  Satyrium  Refens>  which  grows  in  plenty 
within  a  mile  of  Fochabers* 

*  There  is  a  field  of  a  little  more  than  3  acres,  a  little 
to  the  N.  of  the  church  of  Bellie,  to  which  tradition  has 
given  the  name  of  the  Danifh  Camp.  Large  remains  of 
the  entrenchments  have  been  preferved.  It  is  upon  the 
old  E.  bank  of  the  Spey,  and  the  river  had  then  flowed 
at  the  bottom,  which  had  becafioned  the  choice  of  the 
poft.  This  camp  may  have  been  conne&ed  with  the 
battle  between  the  Scots  and  Danes,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Cullen.  From*  the  (quare  figure  of  the  encamp- 
ment, it  ihould  rather  feem  to  have  been  a  Roman  camp* 
though  it  be  difficult  to  fay  when  the  Romans  were  here* 
unlefs  Agricola  might  land  a  detachment  in  his  traverfy 
pn  the  coafts  of  Scotland. 

Bridge  over  the  Spey. — I  cannot  conclude  this  (ketch  of 
the  parifh  of  Bellie,  without  taking  notice  of  the  necef- 
fity  of  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  Spey  at  Fochabers. 
This  is,  upon  the  mod  folid  grounds,  the  ardent  wifh  of 
aU  who  know  this  paflage.  Fochabers  is  a  very  confi- 
derable  thorough-fare,  and  Spey  is  well  known  to  be  a 
large  and  rapid  river.  Numberlefs  travellers  of  all  de- 
fcriptions  from  every  part  of  Britain,  pafs  this  way,  who 
are  frequently  detained  by  floods  and  boifterous  winds, 
and  fometimes  crofs  with  danger.  .  The  poll-boy  is,  at 
times,  detained,  though  they  waft  him  over  when  they 

woultf 
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would  not  run  the  riik  with  any  other  perfon.  Not  long 
ago,  he  was  flopped  3  nights  in  the  courfe  of  one  week. 
They  fometimes  ferry  over  the  mail,  when  they  dare 
not  take  the  horfe  into  the  boat.  A  bridge  here  would 
be  of  the  utmoft  oonfequence  to  the  country,  in  driving 
cattle  to  and  from  the  markets,  of  which  many  fine 
droves  travel  this  way,  and  are  often  reduced  to  great 
hardships.  It  would  be  extremely  beneficial  in  bringing 
Eme  from  Banfflhire  to  Murray,  where  it  is  exceedingly 
wanted ;  and  it  would  be  of  unfpeakable  importance  to 
his  Majeftj*s  troops,  who  almoft  always  march  by  this 
route ;  eTpecially  would  it  be  of  the  laft  moment,  when 
fte  public  fervice  reqqires  difpatch.  The  univerfal 
fenfe  of  the  propriety  of  this  meafure,  has  already  been 
ILrongly  evinced  by  very  confiderable  fubfcriptions,  to 
which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  liberal  additions  will  yet  be 
made;  Public  aid,  however,  is  indifpenfibly  neceflary : 
and  we  may  humbly  prefume,  that  aid  will  very  gene- 
loufly  be  granted,  when  the  ftatc  of  national  affairs  opj 
properly  admit  9/  k. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER    XVI. 
PARISH  ot  TYNRON. 

(COUKTY   AND   SlNOD   OF  DUMFRIES,    P&KSBfTilY  Of 
PeNFOXT.) 

By  tit  Rt*.  Mr,  James  Wttsoic. 


Muir,  Situation,  Soil,  and  ProduB* 

TYNRON,  even  in  the  prefent  century,  has  under* 
gone  feveral  alterations  in  the  orthography  of  its 
name.  In  fome  old  writings  Tinrome  and  Tynrome  arp 
fifed  promifeqoufly.  About  60  years  ago,  Tinran  was 
occafioaally  adopted.  And  fince  that  period  Tjrnro*  has 
been  generally  marked  in  any  writings  as  the  proper* 
Bame  of  the  parifli.  Thofe  who  pretend  an  acquaint- 
aaoe  with  the  Gaelic  language,  fay  it  is  of  Gaelic  ex- 
traction, fignifying,  "  A  hill  with  a  nofe."  If  this  be 
the  cafe,  Tynron  unqpeftionably  owes  its  name  to  a  hill 
near  the  bottom  of  the  parifli,  called  the  Doom,  in  the 
front  of  which  there  is  a  piece  of  ground  jetting  out, 
partly  refcmbling  a  nofe  upon  the  human  face.  Tynron 
js  fituated  in  the  wcilern  part  of  NitWdale,  a  diftrift  off 
Voi.XIYt  Mm  Pu»* 
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Dumfriesfliire.  It  is  long  and  narrow,  lying  betwetsj 
(he  parifhes  of  Glencairn  and  Penpont :  Glencairn  run, 
jiing  along  the  S.  W.  fide  about  8  Scotch  fniles  ;  Penpont 
Upon  the  N.  E.  fide  about  9  miles.  The  pariih  of  Kei* 
is  a  boundary  at  the  lower  end ;  and  at  the  N.  W.,  or 
upperfnoft,  it  touches  the  pariih  pf  Dairy,  lying  in  thq 
ftewartry  of  Galloway.  It  is  generally  computed  to  be 
jo  Scotch  miles,  in  length,  and  about  i\  in  breadth,  at  an, 
average.  The  greateft  part  of  the  pariih  is  a  ftrath, 
little  valley  ground  and  hiljs  riling  up  on  both  hands. 
The  hills  are  moftly  green,  and  being  well  clothed  with 
graft,  are  remarkable,  for  feeding  s>  large?  number  of 
iheep  than  the  fame  quantity  of  land  in  any  ftrath 
around.  The  greateft  part  of  the  pariih  is  chiefly  cal- 
culated &r  raifing  and  feeding  of  iheep :  although,  of 
late  yesps,  the  tillage  of  lands  has  confidently  increaf- 
ed,  on  account  of  the  neighbouring  lime- works  of  Clofe-j 
burn  and  Barjarg,  which  have  been  carried  on  with  fpiT 
rit  and  fuccefs.  The  foil  is  rather  thin  and  fandy,  and, 
from  the  greater  part  of  the  arable  lands  being  fituated 
on  the  edge  of  hills,  the  crops  are  neither  luxuriant  nor 
early.  Oats  are  chiefly  raifed.  Potatoes  alfo  in  great 
abundance.  There  is  a  confiderable  quantity  more  of 
grain  than  is  equal  to  fupply  the  inhabitants.  Since 
the  large  demands  have  commenced  for  black  cattle  iu 
England,  the  landholders  have  been  encouraged  to  raifc 
them  in  greater  quantities.  And  thofe  farms  which  fed 
iheep  only  about  40  or  50  years  ago,  feed  now  foxne 
black  cattle  alfo  upon  their  lowed  lands,  where  the  grafs 
is  ftrongeft,  and  moil  flicker  to  be  found.  The  farmer 
finds  his  intereft  in  this  mode  of  management,  as,  in  this 
way,  his  feldem  mifles  of  drawing  confiderable  profits 
from  one  part  of  his  ftock,  agreeable  to  what  is  molt 
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tn  vogtie  for  the  feafon.  The  numbed  of  fliecp  in  the 
pajrifh  is  rather  above  8000.  Thejr  are  all  of  the  black- 
faced  inoor  kind:  The  wool  of  Jery  ofrdinary  quality  t 
The  chief  attention  hitherto  has  been  paid  to  the  quan* 
tity :  And  what  they  call  the  well-clad  iheep  is  greatly 
preferred  to  the  other  kind.  The  Iheep-dealers  from 
(Cumberland  have  hitherto  given  a  decided  preference  to 
the  rough  ihaggy-woolled  iheep  ;  and  at  the  Englifli  bor- 
der markets  they  have  met  with  the  readieft  fale,  and 
brought  the  higheft  prices.  They  are  reckoned  of  a 
JEkurdy  conftitution,  and  beft  able  to  meet  the  feveritiet 
of  winter.  The  late  treaties  and  ftri&ures  upon  the 
improvement  and  melioration  of  wool  in  Scotland* 
brought  home  upon  the  mind  in  a  conviftive  way,  by  a 
fuccefsful  pra&ice  on  the  part  of  fome  enterprifing  cha- 
fra&er*  are  only  equal  to  the  purpofe  of  removing  ftrong 
and  obftinate  local  prejudices.  The  number  of  black, 
cattle  cannot  be  fo  well  ascertained,  being  a  flock  often 
changed.  There  are  no  more  horfea  kept  th^n  what 
are  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  agricultural  and  othet 
farm  labour; 

Po/>«£rfio«— The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  1755  was 
464.  Ihere  are  at  prefent  refident  in  Tynron  near  560 
fouls.  Several  of  the  inhabitants  live  to  old  age.  An 
old  lady  died  in  1787  at  the  advanced  age  of  11  a.  With- 
in thefe  laft  20  years,  4  or  5  perfons  have  died  above 
80  years  of  age.  And  there  are  feveral  living  at  pre* 
fent  in  the  parifh  who  are  nearly  arrived  at  fourfcorei 
jears.  There  are  very  few  inftances  of  people  dying. 
in  the  middle  time  of  life.  And  when  the  difeafes  in- 
ci4cnt  to  childhood  and  early  youth  are  fafely  got  over, 
gpod  health  and  long  life  are  generally  enjoyed.  At  an 
Mm?  average 
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EccUfiaftkal  State .— The  .church  was  built  near  $f 
beginning  of  the  century,  and  the  half  of  it,  by  thC 
roof  giving  way,  obliged  to  be  rebuilt  about  40  year* 
Ago.  A  flight  repair  has  been  made  upon  both  walls 
and  roof  in  the  1787,  and  is  now  pretty  comfort 
able,  except  upon  a  fall  of  fnow,  which  penetrates 
through  feveral  crevices  in  the  roof.  The  manfe  and 
offices  were  all  built  anew  in  the  1785,  and  are  in  the 
beft  repair.  The  living;  including  the  glebe,  is  about 
-100 1.  The  Duke  of  Queeniberry  is  patron. 
-  There  are  about  10  Seceders  in  the  pariih  :  the  half 
belonging  to  the  Antiburgher,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
Cameraman  congregations.  There  is  one  man  attached 
to  the  Relief  fociety. 

Rinti  Stc;— The  valued  rental  of  Tynron,  as  it  ftands  up£ 
on  the  valuation  roll  of  the  county  of  Dumfries,  is  41 10 
merks,  6s.  8d.  Scots.  The  real  rental  may  be  ftated  at 
1500I.  Sterling  1  but  this  is  not  given  out  to  be  an  ac*  . 
curate  ftatement,  as  there  is  a  difficulty  in  doing  thkj 
from  many  farms  being  in  the  perfonal  pofleflion  of  the 
heritors ;  and  thofe  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Queenfc 

berryy 

poor,  is  open  the  belt  and  moft  agreeable  footing.  *A  very  eotnrood'oui  hoofo 
of  two  ftoreys  in  height,  in  purfuance  of  the  fuggeftions  of  the  doner*  wag 
raifed  in  the  1765,  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  pariih  chinch,  by  the 
Jans  Duke  of  Queeaiberry,  and  another  public-fpirited  heritor.  One  largo 
apartment  ii  ufcd  as  the  fchool-room,  and  ths-rcft  of  the  houfe  appointed  far 
the  accommodation  of  the  teacher.  Betides  this  donation  to  the  pariw,  there 
have  been  fmaller  ones  made  by  well  difpofed  charitable  perfofts,  for  the  ufe 
of  thofe  ftandiag  upon  the  poor's  roll.  Besides  the  weekly  collodions  made  for 
Che  poor,'  amounting  to  III.  or  x a  1.  annually,  there  h  a  finall  piece  of  landed 
property  belonging  to  them,  yielding  7 1.  of  yearly  rent.  The  number  of 
poor's  names  on  the  roll  is  12  or  14.  Tiiey  have  a  pretty  comfortable  fub* 
fiftence,-  and  not  one  of  them  U  known  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  paiitV 
aa  an  itinerant  beggar. 
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Vrry,  inftead  of  augmented  rents,  are  let  out  for  19 
years,  at  very  moderate  rents,  and  a  graflum  taken  at 
the  commencement  of  the  tack.  There  are  11  feparate 
properties,  and  8  of  the  heritors  are  refident.  The  half 
ef  the  parilh  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry. 

•  0  Rivulets. — The  only  ftream  of  water  worthy  of  notice 
is  the  Shinnd,  rifing  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  pa- 
rifli,  and  running  along  through  the  middle,  till  it  dif* 
charges  itfelf  into  the  Scarr,  when  it  lofes  its  name, 
There  are  feveral  fmaller  ftreams,  that  in  this  country 
mre  called  Burns.  They  all  abound  with  the  burn  trout, 
which  affords  excellent  amufemcnt  to  the  angler. 

> 

Fuel. — Peat  is  commonly  ufed  in  the  upper  end  o* 
moor  part  of  the  parifli ;  and  the  lower  part  depends 
chiefly  upon  coals  brought  from  Sanquhar,  above  16 
miles  of  land  carriage.  Hie  coal  is  purchafed  at  a  fmall 
price.     The  chief  expenfe  lies  upon  the  carriage. 

Curiojlties. — What  is  moft  worthy  of  notice  in  this 
refpcft  is  the  hill  already  mentioned,  fuppofed  to  give 
name  to  the  parifli,  commonly  called  the  Doon  ef  Tyn- 
ron.  This  hill  rifes  up  in  a  pyramidical  form.  •  There 
is  a  fmall  piece  of  flat  ground,  on  the  top  of  which, 
tradition  fays,  flood  a  caflle.  It  is  certain,  however, 
there  has  been  a  confiderable  building  upon  it,  although 
few  traces  now  remain.  It  is  confident  with  the  know* 
ledge  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  now  living,  that  when 
the  half  of  the  pariih  church  was  rebuilt  about  40  year* 
ago,  many  free  ftones,  for  that  purpofe,  were  brought 
£om  this  place  \  which  muil  have  been  carried  thither  at 

a  great 
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•  great  exptnfe;  as  the  neareft  quarry  of  the  kind  U  above 
4  miles  diftant,  and  the  hill  very  inacceffible.  Tbi* 
building  has  been  one  of  thofe  places  of  ftrength  with 
which  the  country  formerly  abounded,  and  has  been  encir- 
cled by  feveral  large  mounds  of  earth,  which  are  ftill 
very  vifibie.  There  is  an  extenfive  profpe£t  of  the  fiu> 
founding  country  to  be  enjoyed  from  the  top  of  thjs 
bill*  An  old  Roman  way  runs  through  the  parifhj 
end  at  this  diftant  day  from  its  formation,  is  in  many 
places  quite  uncovered  with  graft.  .  Its  direction  is  from 
£•  to  W.,  along  the  face  of  the  hills.  There  are  feveral 
tumuli  of  ftones.  There  is  one  tumulus  of  eqrtb  of  c*n« 
fiderable  fixe.  None  of  them  have  been  opened.  In 
the  Shinnel,  there  is  a  deep  fall  of  water  called  the  Aird 
Ijum,  which  is  occafionally  yifitedby  thofe  qffao  £eHgh( 
in  grand  and  ftriking  obje&|« 

MifeeUantous  Observation*.— The  price  of  labour  if 
much  railed  of  late  years.  An  ordinary  farm  man? 
fervant  draws  81.  or  91.  a-year.  A  maid-fervant  from\ 
$L  to  41.  Harveft  wages  a-day  8d«,  with  victuals,  ot 
is.  without  them.  But  the  general  pra&ice  is  hiring 
labourers  to  remain  in  the  houfe  during  the  harveft: 
ipeeks.  The  roads  are  much  improved  fince  the  com* 
mutation  of  the  ftatute-labqur.  Much  inconvenience  it 
felt  from  the  great  diftance  of  a  weekly  market,  tb# 
peafeft  being  Dumfries,  which  is  above  16  miles. 
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NtlMBER    XVII: 


PARISH    orGOVAN; 


(£>ynod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  Presbytery  of  Glas- 
gow.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johk  Pollock; 


Situation  and  Extent 

w  |  'HE  parifli  of  Gdvan  lies  chiefly  in  the  County  of 
"*•  Lanark;  Renfrewfliire  cuts  off  a  fmall  propor- 
tion of  it  on  the  S.  fide.  Notwithftandirig  the  ereclioii 
of  the  village  of  Gorbals  into  a  feparate  pariih  in  1771* 
by  the  commiffion  court,  arid  the  fubfequent  disjunction 
quoad  facra  of  the  lands  in  its  immediate  vicinity  by  the  • 
preftytery,  the  parifh  of  Govan  is  ftill  about  5  miles  i* 
length  from  E.  to  W.,  stnd  between  3  and  4  in  breadth. 
The  river  Clyde,  Which  is  there  navigable,  by  veffeli 
drawing  7  feet  6  inches,  and  runs  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  parifli  from  E.  to  W.,  divides  it  nearly  into 
a  equal  parts.  The  land*  on  the  fides  of  the  Clyde,  fonnj 
a  mod  beautiful  plain;  extending  in  breadth  a  mile  and 
Vex,  XSV;  N  s  art 
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an  half,  and  upwards,  the  greateft  part  of  which  lies  ori 
the  S.  fide ;  and  as  the  plain  continues  feveral  miles  be- 
low Govan,  has  a  good  deal  of  plantations  upon  it,  as  well 
as  a  coniiderable  number  of  elegant  villas,  and  is  all 
along  interfered  by  the  Clyde,  upon  which  veflels  are 
conftantly  paffing  either  to  or  from  Glafgow,  it  forms 
from  the  high  grounds  on  the  S.  and  N.,  one  of  the  moffc 
delightful  landscapes  that  can  be  imagined. 

State  of  Ferry. — This  divifion  of  the  parifh,  however, 
though  a  remarkable  addition  to  the  beauty  of  its  fcene- 
ry,  is  felt  as  a  great  inconvenience  by  the  parifhionera 
on  the  N.  fide  of  the  Clyde.  There  is  no  bridge  over 
this  river  below  Glafgow  ;  and  its  banks  are  frequently 
fo  overflown  by  heavy  falls  of  rain,  that  all  communica- 
tion by  the  ferry  boat,  about  2  -  miles  below  that  place, 
is  either  entirely  flopped,  or  rendered  extremely  trouble- 
fome  and  dangerous.  At  any  time,  indeed,  paffing  from 
the  one  fide  to  the  other,  is  inconvenient  to  old  and  in- 
firm people,  and  to  thofe  who  find  it  neceflary  to  crofs 
the  water  at  funerals ;  becaufe,  though  there  was  once 
a  quay  on  the  N.  fide,  it  has  been  completely  fanded  up, 
fince  the  .commencement  of  the  operations  mentioned 
in  the  account  of  Glafgow,  for  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  river ;  and  the  ferry,  which  is  become  private  pro- 
perty, has  been  long  in  a  very  negle&ed  ftate.  As  fome 
gentlemen  in  the  parifh,  however,  who  are  no  lefs  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  public  fpirit,  than  by  the  extent  of 
their  poffeflions,  have,  of  late,  been  turning  their  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  the  ferry,  and  are  endea- 
vouring to  procure  a  boat  of  the  fame  kind  as  at  Ren- 
frew, the  inconvenience  complained  of,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  foen,  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  entirely,  removed  -9 
6  and 
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and  the  corn  and  flit  mills,  in  its  immediate  vicinity, 
rendered  eafily  acceffible  from  the  S.  as  well  as  the  N« 
fide  of  the  Clyde. 

Public  Works,  &c.— The  Kelvin,  over  which  is  built 
the  great  aqueduct  bridge,  defcribed  in  the  account  of 
New  Kilpatrick,  empties  itfelf  into. the  Clyde,  at  the 
Ferry  now  mentioned,  and  forms  one  of  the  moft  confi- 
derable  additions  it  receives  during  the  whole  of  its 
courfe.  From  that  noble  monument  of  attention  to  in- 
ternal improvement  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  till  the  Kel- 
vin join  the  Clyde,  it  is  the  eaftern  boundary  of  this  pa- 
riih j  and  its  feveral  windings  are  not  lefs  than  3  miles 
in  length.  Its  banks  exhibit  a  beautiful  variety  of  land- 
fcape,  and  are  entirely  covered  in  fome  places  on  both 
fides,  with  wood  of  different  kinds,  in  a  very  thriving 
ftate,  which  has  been  moftly  planted  within  thefe  40 
years.  Not  to  mention  the  public  works  carried  on  a- 
long  the  E.  fide  of  Kelvin  in  the  fpace  already  defcribed, 
there  are  on  the  W.,  which  alone  falls  to  be  taken  no- 
tice of  here,  3  yarn  bkachfields,  and  2  for  the  bleaching 
and  printing  of  cloth ;  3  corn  mills,  1  for  the  making 
of  fnuff,  1  for  the  making  of  paper,  1  for  the  grinding 
of  ink  powder,  pot  aihes,  &c,  1  for  chipping,  and  1  for 
rafping  yellow  and  logwood.  Snuff  was  not  manufactu- 
red here  before  the  year  1750.  Till  that  period,  from 
1634,  what  is  now  converted  into  a  fnuff- mill,  had  been 
ufed  for  grinding  corn,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firfl 
of  that  kind  upon  the  water  of  Kelvin.  The  rafp  and 
chip  mills  were  both  creeled  by  their  prefent  proprietor, 
Mr.  John  Duncan,  in  the  year  1 760,  and  were  the  firft 
\a  the  W.  of  Scotland. 

$efides  thefe  works  on  Kelvin,  there  is  a  confiderable 
N  n  2  bleach- 
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bleachfield  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  Cljde,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  village  of  Go  van;  and  a  cotton  mill,  which 
gives  employment  to  about  ioo  perfoas  of  different  ages, 
and  is  driven  by  a  fteam  engine,  has  been  lately  built 
about  2  miles  nearer  Glafgow,  almoft  upon  the  weftern 
boundary  of  the  lands  annexed  quoad  Jacra  to  the  parifh 
of  Gorbals. 

Fijb. — So  full  an  enumeration  of  the  different  kinds 
of  fifh  found  in  the  Clyde  has  appeared  in  the  account  of 
Glafgow,  that  a  detail  of  thofe  found  in  it,  as  it  pafles 
through  this  parilb,  would  certainly  be  deemed  faperfiu- 
ous.  The  {Salmon  fiihery  is  here  a  confiderable  objed  of 
attention.  The  annual  rent  it  has  lately  brought  to  the 
heritors,  is  45I.  Sterling. 

-  Minerals*  See. — In  the  ground  on  both  fides  of  the  ri-, 
ver,  there  is  plenty  of  free  (lone  of  different  qualities  : 
and  of  fuch  clay  as  is  ufed  in  making  brick,  there  is,  in 
Several  places,  great  abundance.  The  coal  work,  mexv* 
tioned  in  the  Statistical  Account  of  Gorbals,  is  in  the 
land  disjoined  from  Govan  by  the  Preibytery.  Goal  has 
been  wrought  for  many  years,  about  a  mile  and  an  half 
N.  from  tl\e  Ferry,  and  a  new  pit  has  lately  been  open- 
ed at  nearly  the  fame  diftance  from  it  in  the  oppofite  di- 
rection. But  notwithstanding  this,  a  cart  containing  1% 
cwt.  cofts  in  the  village  of  Govan,  at  leaft  a  Hulling  mora 
than  in  Glafgow  *, 

jigriculture. 

•  Thirty  years  ago,  the  doctrine  of  mechanics  in  general  was  not  fo  well 
underftood  in  this  country  as  in  later  times,  and  the  fpecies  of  machinery  ufed 
in  the  railing  of  coal,  had  not  reached  that  perfection  to  which  it  has  now  at- 
tained :  yet  a  cart,  containing  fomewhat  lefs  that  \%  cwt.,  for  which  5*.  ipnft 
$pw  be  paid,  could, thence  purchased  at  fo  low  a  price  as  is.  6d,    The  value 

cf 
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jfgriculture:— There  is  perhaps  no  parifli  in  the  W.  of 
^Scotland,  where  agriculture  Is  better  underftood,  or  has 
|>een  carried,  within  thefe  40  years,  to  greater  per- 
fection than  in  Govan.  The  foil  is  various,  but  by  nq 
means  naturally  fertile.  That  neareft  to  the  river  is 
moftly  a  light  loam.  In  the  higher  grounds,  and  to* 
wards  the  foot  of  the  rife,  the  tendency  is  generally  moto 
or  lefs  to  day  and  till ;  and  the  middle  of  that  part  of 
the  plain,  which  lies  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  river,  though 
a  confiderable  proportion  of  it  be  now  highly  improved, 
appears  to  have  confifted  originally  of  a  barren  fand, 
covered  with  heath.  In  the  S.  and  S.  W*  parts  of  this 
parifli,  befides  what  has  been  lately  made  to  yield  very 
rich  crops,  or  is  planted  with  Scotch  fir,  there  is  ftill 
more  than  100  acres  of  mofs,  upon  which  the  huftandnuoi 
is  feldom  to  be  feen,  but  in  the  feafon  for  the  calling  of 
peats ;  and  of  thefe,  the  quantity  that  is  yearly  prepa- 
red, is  very  inconfiderable  ;  becaufe,  being  of  a  quality 
greatly  inferior  to^thofe  brought  into  Glafgow  from 
other  quarters,  there  is  no  demand  for  them  in  that  mar- 
ket ;  and  they  are  ufed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  S.  di- 
yifion  of  the  parifli  only  for  kindling  their  fires. 

The  lands  of  Govan  are  generally  well  enclofed  and 
divided ;  and  a  confiderableuproportion  of  thofe  on  the 
8.  fide  of  the  river  is  farmed  by  the  proprietors  them- 
felves.  With  the  induftry  and  adivity  of  the  formers, 
which  are  nowhere  more  confpicuous,  feveral  other  cir. 
Cumftances  have  evidently  concurred,  in  bringing  this 

parifh 

of  money  hai,  no  doubt,  during  that  time,  been  greatly  Hlminiflied,  ai*j  coal 
jras  formerly  wroaght  nearer  to  the  village  than  at  prefer* }  but  wjietber  either, 
or  both  0/  thefe  circumftancei,  along  with  the  additional  depth  of  the  coal, 
win  fufficiendy  account  for  the  extraordinary  rife  of  the'  pice  of  fuel  in  thfc 
nariA,  fell  be  left  to  others  to  « 
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xmriih  to  its  prcfent  ftate  of  improvement.  Its  vicinity 
Id  Glafgow,  which,  till  lfttely,  has,  for  a  number  of 
years,  been  increafing  with  aftoniihing  rapidity,  pro- 
cnres  a  fare  and  ready  market  for  its  produce,  and  fur- 
mimes  a  moil  convenient  and  plentiful  fupply  of  the  bell 
manure ;  and  as  no  lefs  than  4  branches  of  the  King's 
Jiighway  run  through  the  parifti,  the  carriage  to  Glaf- 
gow of  the  articles  it  produces,  and  of  the  manure 
brought  from  thence,  particularly  on  the  S.  fide  of  the 
Clyde,  is  attended  with  no  fort  of  difficulty.  But  the 
cirxurnftance,  which,  of  all  others,  contributed  moil  tp 
the  agricultural  improvement  of  Govan,  was  the  trial  of 
Toll's  Syftem  of  Hufbandry,  by  Mr.  Crofs  qf  Parkhoufe, 
late  ihcrifF  of  LanarkGiire.  Till  that  gentleman  began 
his  experiments  about  40  years  ago,  farming  here  had 
made  very  fmall  proficiency,  and  local  advantages  were 
but  little  improved.  His  liberal  enterprifing  mind  wim- 
cd  to  give  the  theories  of  that  time  a  fair  and  complete 
trial,  and  thereby  to  promote  the  good  of  his  country^ 
though  little  profit  mould,  in  the  mean  time,  accrue  to 
Jiimfelf.  Of  the  thorough  working  and  cleaning  of 
ground,  he  was  anxious  to  learn  the  full  effect  ;  and  to 
thefe  he  applied  with  unremitting  affiduity.  In  procefs 
cf  time,  he  found,  that  thefe,  without  manure,  were  not 
qpough  for  raiting  good  crops  of  any  kind  ;  but  by  the 
crops  which,  for  a  confide r able  number  of  years,  he  had 
j-aifcd  fucceffively  upon  the  fame  ground,  entirely  with- 
out manure,  he  direfted  the  attention  of  his  neighbours 
to  what  is  chiefly  beneficial  in  farming ;  and  fome  of 
them  gratefully  acknowledge  the  benefit  they  derived 
from  his  induflry  and  perfeverance  at  this  day.  He  was 
the  firft  who  tried  the  ciFeft  of  drilling  in  this  part  of 
flic  country,  and  found  it,  upon  the  whole,  to  turn  out 

exceedingly 
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exceedingly   well.     In  this  way  of  fowing  turnip*  •  of 
which,  from  a  too  well  founded  appcehenfion.  o£  fecnet 
confumption,  the  quantity  raifed  annually  in  Govan  is 
inconfiderable,   he  is  pretty  generally  followed,  and  is 
the  planting  of  potatoes,  univer&Uy.     He  always  gave 
a  preference  to  broad  drills  *  ;  but  in  that  has  not  beta 
followed,  though  a  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  naoft 
intelligent  formers  in  the  pariib,  and  who  was  particu* 
larly  acquainted  with  the  ihcriff,  is  clearly  of  opinion* 
tfyat  they  not  only  yield  as  profitable  crops  as  the  broad  f? 
drills,  but  are  greatly  more  beneficial  to  the  ground.     la 
this  parilh,  there  is  not  lefs  than  250  acres  planted  witk 
potatoes  every  year  ;  and  of  theCe,  the  average  produce 
is  35  bolls  the  acre.     The  ordinary  rotation  of  crops  U 
potatoes,  wheat  laid  down  with  grafe-feeds  for  2  years, 
and  then  oats.      Some  fow   barley,   others   oats   after 
wheat,  and  lay  them  down  with  grafs.    Beans  and  peafe 
are  not  brought  into  the  rotation,  except  in  the  higher 
grounds,  where  the  foil,  generally  tending  to  clay,  is 
more  favourable  for  their  production.     The  bed  %  farm- 
ers have,  fome  feafbns,  13  bolls  of  wheat  upon  an  acre  $ 
hut   that  is   confiderably  above  the  average   quantity* 
Flax  is  fawn  only  for  private  ufe.     The  harvcfl  is  ufual* 
ly  early  $  and  frequent  fhowers  during  the  fummer  are, 
in  the  low  grounds,   always  fuccceded  by   the  richeft 
crops. 

The  draught  horfes  in  this  pariih,  are  mofily  above 
the  common  fize.  The  mode  of  farming  generally  prac» 
tifed  renders  this  neceffary.  Not  to  fpeak  of  the  heavy 
carts  of  dung  brought  out  of  Glafgow,  the  plovgh  ufed 

in 

♦  The  broad  drill  is  3  feet  wide,  the  narrow  from  i\  to  a. 
f  In  the  Author's  MS.  the  word  is  /rua/,  probably,  by  tniftake,  for  narrote* 
t  The  farm  principally  alluded  to  is  the  property  of  Jamct  Ritchie,  Efij. 
ef  Bufbie. 
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in  the  greater  part  of  the  parifli  is  drawn  by  2  hotfes  *  J 
and  it  has,  of  late,  been  found,  that  a  harrows,  fo  con* 
ftru&td  and  joined  together,  as  to  take  an  equal  hold  of 
the  ground,  may  be  drawn  by  2  fuch  horfes  managed 
by  one  man,  and  do  nearly  as  much  execution  as  4  un«* 
conneflrd  with  one  another,  drawn  by  4  (mailer  horfes; 
Which  require  2  men.    From  the  richnefs  of  the  pa&ure, 
in  general,  it  is  likewife  found  expedient  to  keep  milch* 
cows,  of  a  pretty  large  fire.    The  number  annually  fat-; 
tened  in  the  parifli,  is  not  great*    They  are  of  a  fmaller 
fize,  tend  are  ufually  brought  from  the  Highlands.  There 
is  only  1  fheep  farm  in  the  parifli,  which  confifh  of  about 
108  acres.     The  inundations  of  the  Clyde  present  it 
from  being  profitably  kept  in  tillage. 

As  a  confluence  of  the  fpirit  for  farming  that  has 
been  introduced  into  Govan,  it  is  entitled  to  notice,  that 
the  implements  of  hufbandry  are  all  of  the  moil  approv- 
ed kind.     Inftead  of  pofTefling  that  averfion  to  innova* 
tion,  which  prevails  in  many  other  parts  of  Scotland, 
the  farmers,  in  general,  fo  fur  as  the  writer  of  this  has 
bad  an  opportunity  of  obferving,  difcover  a  laudable  e- 
initiation  to  be  foremoft  in  improvement  of  every  kind. 
Of  the  threflung  machines  invented  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Meikle,  the  firft  in  this  part  of  the  country  was  e~ 
reded  more  than  4  years  ago,  by  a  Mr.  John  Paterfon 
of  this  parifli ;  and  a  confiderable  farmer  in  the  neighs 
bourhood  having  feen  from  his,  their  great  utility  in  the 
abridgement  of  labour,  has  lately  followed  his  example/ 
The  valued  rent  of  the  whole  parifli  is  4962L  17s.  7d* 
Scotch.     Its  real  rent,  owing  to  a  number  of  the  heri- 
tors farming  their  own  lands,  4s  not  accurately  known  ? 
but  from  the  very  advanced  ftate  of  improvement,  mull 

ncceffarfljr 
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fcgctflkrily  be  high,  probably  upwards  of  £9001.  Stcr- 
titg-  It  i*  divided  in  very  unequal  portiim>  among 
63  proprietors,  a  few  of  whom  only  have  held  their  pof- 
feflions  for  any  confiderable  length  of  time.  In  the  pa* 
rift,  feveral  of  the  gf  eateft  proprietors  wfide  afanoft  eon- 
ftaatly.  Its  vicinity  to  a  plage  of  extenfive  trade  and 
manufactures,  added  to  its  healthy  and  pleafant  fituation, 
Stakes  it  very  defirable  for  funwner  refidence. 

Population*,  tec—feMe*  the  village  of  Govan,  which 
contains  224  families,  there  are  2  more  in  the  parifh  fo 
confideraMe,  that  in  the  e*ef  which  is  a  little  N.  from 
the  Clyde,  there  are  1x5  families,  and  in  the  other,  upon 
the  road  to  Eaftwood,  35.  Few  of  the  heufei  in  any  of 
thefe  have  .been  lately  b*ik>  The  rid  boufes,  in  gene- 
ral, are  ill  aired*  and  extremely  incommodious.  Clean- 
liness is  by  no  means  fufficiendy  attended  to  by  the  low- 
er dalles  of  the  people ;  and  the  water  which)  till  lately, 
was  fudered  to  ftagnate  on  both  fides  of  the  publick 
load  through  die  village  of  Govan  (whkh  ia  about  a 
mile  in  length),  was  highly  offenfive  to  travellers.  The 
villagers  feemed,  however,  from  their  being  at  no  pains 
to  drain  it,  not  to  qonfider  it  as  any  nuifance;  and 
though  the  effluvia  arifing  from  it>  could  not  be  of  a  fa- 
lubrious  quality,  it  has  been  long  remarked,  that  the 
people  are  generally  exceedingly  healthy,  and  that  many 
of  them  reach  a  very  advanced  age* 

In  17559  when  the  village  of  Gorbals  was  included  ia 
the  pariih  of  Govan,  the  population  of  the  whole,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Webfter,  amounted  to  4389,  That  vil- 
lage, and  the  lands  joined  to  it  quoad  facra*  appear  now 
to  contain  5800  fouls.  From  an  enumeration  made  chief* 
ly  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year,  there  are  in  the  parifh  of 

Vol;  XIV.  O  o  Govan, 
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Govan,  exclufive  of  the  people,  employed  from  other  ptf~ 
rifhes,  during  a  great  part  of  the  feafon,  at  the  print  and 
bleachfields  above  mentioned,  2518. 

Of  thefe  there  are  Males,            -            -  i%66 

Females,             -            -  1252 

Under  8  years  of  age,        -  532 

Between  8  and  80,         -  1963 

Between  80  and  90,            -  2r 

Between  90  and  ioor          -  % 

Infiead,  therefore,  of  placing  5000  under  the  head  of 
increafe  from  Gorbals  fince  1755,  as  in  the  table  prefix- 
ed to  the  5th  volume  of  this  work,  the  amount  from 
both  parifiies  ought  not  to  exceed  3929  fouls  +* 

Cburcb,  Maqfie,  See.— The  f  church  is  very  cotnmo- 

dious, 

•  Or  burials,  no  regifter  ha*  been  kept ;  not  can  the  regifter  of  bapifma 
and  marriages  give  a  diftinft  idea  of  the  number  either  of  the  one  or  of  the 
other,  in  any  given  time;  becaufe  the  Diflentera,  who  refide  moftly  In  the 
village!,  and  of  wftom  there  are  75  families,  have  long  been  generally  accuf- 
tomed  to  negleft  the  regiftratjon  of  their  chlldreni  namea  j  and  clandeftine  mar- 
riages, of  which  therdare  00  regifter,  have  been,  among  the  lower  people,  moft 
abfurdly  common. 

f  The  following  note*  were  obligingly  communicated  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  fome  time  ago  occafion  to  look  over,  with  a  different  view,  fame  old  pa- 
pers in  the  poiTefiioo  of  the  College  and  Town  of  Glalgow.  The  inrorttatioa 
they  contain  may  be  relied  upon,  though  the  authorities  could  not,  without  a 
good  deal  of  trouble,  be  produced,  as  they  happened  not  to  make  a  part  of 
the  notes. 

«  The  church  of  Goran  appears  to  have  been  originally  mortified  by  King 
*'  David  I.  to  the  church  of  St.  Mungo  of  Glafgow.  The  deed  of  mortificn* 
«  tion  ia  entered  In  the  chartnlary  of  Glafgow,  the  original  of  which  u  kept  in 
«  the  Scott  College  at  Paris,  and  the  only  full  copy  in  Scotland  it  in  the  li- 
*  brary  of  the  Univtrfity  of  Glafgow.  The  church  of  Govan  appears  to  have 
•«  been  fcrved,  before  the  Reformation,  by  •  ptrfon,  who  was,  ck  •JJUio,  one 

*  of 
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"Sous,  and  in  good  condition,  k  was  rebuilt  in  1762, 
and  Completely  feated  very  foon  after.  Its  fitaation  is 
the  moil  convenient  for  the  parifluoners  at  large  that 
could  have  .been  fixed  upon.  -  It  ftands  126  yards  from 
the  Clyde,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  road 
between  Glafgow  and  Greenock.  The  fpire*  which 
was  part  of  the  original  plan,  was  from  foxne  accidental 
occurrence,  left  nnfinifhed,  and  ftill  remains  in  the  fame 
ftate.  To  the  repairs,  however,  now  making  upon  the 
entry  and  church-yard  wall,  to  prevent  the  burying- 
ground  from  being  indecently  ufed,  as  hitherto,  like  p 
common  thorough  fere,  and  place  of  diversion*  it  is  in- 
tended by  the  heritors  to  add  this  very  becoming  orna- 
ment to  the  houfe  they  have  appropriated  for  the  wor- 
ihip  of  the  Moft  High  :  And  while  it  will  be  a  great  ad- 
dition to  the  beauty  of  the  place,  and  an  agreeable  objeft 
to  the  eye  of  a  traveller,  it  will  at  this  time  (Novem- 
ber 1793)  be  a  moft  grateful  teftimony  from  them,  a* 
O  o  2  Britons 

*'  of  the  chapter  of  the  fee  of  (ftafgow.  In  whom  tbe  right  *f  presenting  tlit 
"  ptrfbn  of  Goran  was  refted,  before  the  Reformation,  does  not  clearly  ap- 
n  pear  j  tboogh  it  is  probable,  that  it  belonged  to  the  archbiihop  and  his  chap- 
"  tcr.  After  the  Reformation,  the  right  of  prefenting  waa  exercifed  by  the 
"  Crown.  James  Beaton  was  archbiihop  of  Glafgow  at  the  time  of  the  Re- 
"  tarnation.  In  confeqaence  of  its  eftabiifltment,  he  left  the  country  with 
"  the  French  fleet,  in  July  1560 \  and  the  Queen,  on  3d  Odober  I561,  pre- 
0  feated  Mr.  Stephen  Beaton  to  the  parforage  of  Goran,  jure  com*.  Upon 
**  the  decease  of  Mr.  Stephen  Beaton,  the  Crown  prtfented.  His  Majrfty 
"  James  VI.,  patron  of  the  benefice,  13th  July  J577,  granted  a  charter,  no* 
'*  der  the  great  feal  of  the  College  of  Glafgow,  bjr  which  he  conveyed  ««  totam 
"  et  isstegram  recloriam  et  vicariam  ecdenas  parochialis  de  Goran,  cam  om- 
"  nibas  decimia  fru&ibus,  deditibus  proficius  emolumentu  divoriis  maoiis 
<*  glebe,  terns  ectlenafticis  ejufdem,  et  futs  pertinen.  jacen.  infra  diocefim 
"  GlaJgucn  et  Vicecomitatum  noftrum  de  Renfrcu."  And  this  charter  con~ 
4*  tains  an  order  to  the  archbiihop,  or,  in  his  abfence,  to  any  minifter  within 
-"  the  dioccfe,  to  give  ioftitution  and  pofleffion  of  the  benefice  to  the  college." 
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Britoas  ftfld  a*  Chrfftians,  of  their  utter  abhorrence  of 
the  wanton  impiety  and  facrileglous  effroatty,  wfckh  are 
become  the  predominant  features  of  the  French  nation, 
and  whkh  their  Convention's  extravagant  change*  in  the 
computation  of  time,  will  only  more  effefttially  espofe 
to  the  honeft  indignation  of  pofterity. 

Hie  ftipend  fince  1762,  when  it  received  a  fiHaH  ad- 
dition, has  been  1  chalders  of  bear,  1  of  meal,  and  500 1. 
Scotch. '  The  eonrt  of  teinds  lad  year,  augmented  it  to 
4  chalders  of  hear,  4  of  meal,  and  600 1.  Scotch,  inclu* 
ding  allowance  for  communion  element*.  The  glebe  and 
grafs~grouifd  coniift  of  7  acres,  and  upwards.  The  pa- 
tronage of  the  parifh  belongs  to  the  College  of  Glafgow, 
The  manfe,  and  a  complete  court  of  offices,  are  entirety 
new  :  They  cod  near  joo  1.  Sterling ;  and  the  readmef* 
with  which  the  heritors  agreed  to  affefs  themfelves  in  fo 
confiderable  a  fum,  ftands  une*anipledf  perhaps,  in  moft 
places  of  Scotland. 

School. — Befides  the  parochial  fchool,  which  is  kept  in 
the  village  of  (Jo van,  by  the  fame  perfon  who  holds  the 
office  of  feffion-clerk,  there  are  4  private  fchools  in  the 
parifh.  The  parochial  fchoolmafter  has  no  dwelling-, 
houfe  from  the  heritors,  but  lately  obtained  from  them 
a  falary  of  200  merks  Scotch.  With  this,  his  different 
emoluments,  of  which  the  moft  confiderable  arifes  from 
a  mortification  made  in  1757,  by  Abram  Hill,  a  native 
of  the  parifh,  for  the  education  of  10  poor  children,  a- 
mount,  exclufive  of  fchool  fees,  to  little  lefs  than  40I, 
Sterling  a-year, 

Potr,—* There  are,  at  prefent,  upon  the  parifli  roll  a* 
poor  people,  who  are  fupported  by  the  voluntary  col- 
lections at,  the  cb\irqh  doors,  and  the  intereft  of  420L 

Stealing, 
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Sterling,  which  litt  hitherto  been  paid  ray  punftualljr. 
This  fund,  with  fine*  for  irregular  marriages,  and  the 
ufual  dcduftidns  from  the  feflioivclerk'a  fees,  likewife 
admits  of  the  difttibution  of  4I.  or  5I.  Sterling  at  the  end 
of  every  half  year,  to  poor  houfeholders,  who  do  not  t+~ 
cerre  regular  affiftanee,  and  of  oecafional  fopply  to  fuch 
as  are  found  to  ftand  in  need  of  it,  between  the  months 
of  June  and  January  \  when  thofe  who  are  thought  by 
the  heritors  and  kirk-feffion,  to  be  in  need  of  conftant 
charity,  are  put  upon  the  poors  roll.  The  whole  fum 
annually  diftributed,  is  about  60I.  Sterling  *. 

Antiquities,  &c.—  On  the  lands  belonging  to  Sir  John 
Maxwell  of  Pollock,  about  2  miles  S.  E.  of  the  church, 
are  the  remains  of  an  old  caftle,  of  Gothic  architecture, 
the  walls  of  which,  though  built  in  1585,  are  yet  moftly 
entire.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  building  of  confider- 
able  ftrength,  and  was,  for  a  long  time,  the  jointure, 
houfe  of  the  Pollock  family.  The  following  infcription 
over  the  door,  upon  a  ftone  nearly  of  a  triangular  form, 
IS  now  Scarcely  legible. 

Nl  DOMIN 

^DES  STRVXE 

RIT  FRVSTRA  STRVTS 

SIR  IOHN  MAXWELL  OF  POLLOCK  KNV 

CHT  AND  D  MARGARET  CONYNGHA 

HIS  WYFE  BIGGET  THIS  HOWS 

On 

•  In  fo  populous  a  pirUh,  the  number  of  pcor  to  be  thus  maintained  would, 
fa  all  probability,  be  confiderably  larger,  were  not  pretty  liberal  fupport  given 
to  their  members,  when  in  want,  by  two  facie  tics  in  the  parifh,  with  one  or 
both  of  which  moft  of  the  inhabitants  are  connected  ;  and  wbofe  funds,  from 
the  great  exertions  to  procure  new  members  at  the  annual  election  of  their  dea- 
cons, are  in  a  very  profptrous  ftate.  It  is  to  b*  fincerely  regretted,  however, 
that  thtfe  elections  are  frequently  preceded  Hy  *  -raft  deal  of  difiipatioo. 
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On  an  elevated  fituation  very  near  to  Kelvin,  and  not 
many  hundred  yards  from  the  Clyde,  ftaad  the  ruins  of 
an  edifice  ereded  in  x6n,  and  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Riihop's  Caftle.  It  was  the  country  refidence  of  the 
*  Biihop  of  Glafgow.  In  the  bleachfield  near  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Govan,  which  was  already  taken  notice  of,  there 
is  an  .artificial  mound  of  a  conical  ihape.  Its  perpendi- 
cular height  is  17  feet*  At  the  bafe,  it  is  150  feet  in 
diameter,  and  at  the  top  10a.  It  is  commonly  called, 
The  Hillock,  and  was  probably  one  of  the  t  law  hills 
upon  which  courts  of  juftice  ufed  to  be  held  in  ancient 
times,  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  fome  other  parts  of 
Scotland.  What  chiefly  favours  this  conje&ure  is,  that 
the  oldeft  people  in  the  neighbourhood  remember  its  be- 
ing known  by  the  name  of  Doomfterhill.  It  may  be 
here  mentioned,  as  a  circumftance  a  little  uncommon* 
that  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the  parifh,  the  coun- 
ties of  Dumbarton,  Lanark,  and  Renfrew,  the  pari  flies 
of  New  Kilpatrick,  Govan,  and  Renfrew,  and  the  pro- 
perty .of  3  heritors  in  thefe  feveral  pariihes,  all  meet  in 
one  point. 

CbaraBer 

*  It  was  added  to  the  notes,  Inferted  In  p.  290,  by  the  gentleman  there 
-mentioned,  (<  1  now  forget  my  authority,  but  remember  to  hare  read  feme- 
«*  where,  that  the  -lands  of  Patrick,  which  Tie  in  the  pariu  of -Govan,  were 
<(  gifted  by  David  I.  to  the  Biihop  of  Glafgow,  who  built  a  nunfion-houfe 
*'  there,  in  which  he  scfxdcd  during  fummer  J  and  that  about  the  time  of  the 
«'  Reformation,  he  feued  the  furrounding  lands  to  the  ancient  tenants.  The 
"  refidence  of  the  biihop  and  his  court  in  this  place,  no  doubt,  gave  rife  to 
*'  the  adjoining  village  of  Particle*  as  tradefmen  would  naturally  fettle  near 
"  the  biihop's  refidence,  for  the  accommodation  of  hit  houfehold,  and  of  thole 
*<  who  frequented  that  eitabliihment"  From  the  lands  being  called  in  the 
deed  of  conveyance,  as  the  fame  gentleman  thinks,  illam  farticulvm  terra,  it 
is  eafy  to  account  for  the  name  Par  tick. 

f  See  Pickertcn's  Incutry  into  the  Hiftvry  of  Scotland,  p.  414,  413,  414. 
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Cbara&er  and  Difadvantages.—¥or  induftry  and  ac- 
tivity, as  was  formerly  remarked,  the  farmers  here  axe 
eminently  distinguished.  The  fuperior  clafles  are  Social, 
hofpitable,  liberal  to  their  poor,  and  generally  regular  in 
attending  the  ordinances  of  religion*  From  a  great  part 
of  the  operative  people  in  the  villages,  279  of  whom  are 
weavers,  temperance,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  has  not 
obtained  a  place  among  the  cardinal  virtues.  There  are 
no  fewer  than  22  ale,  or  rather  whifky  houfes  in  the 
parifh  ;  and  had  it  not  been  taken  from  the  Excife  offi- 
cers books,  it  might  be  thought  incredible,  that  when 
the  cotton  manufacture  was  in  a  flourishing  ftate,  1500 
gallons  of  whifky  were  confumed  in  the  village  of  Go- 
van,  in  a  Single  quarter  of  a  year.  To  this  quantity, 
any  fuppofititious  addition  to  the  prejudice  of  the  re- 
venue, need  furely  not  be  made,  even  by  the  mod  uncha~ 
ritable. 

In  fuch  a  diftrid,  and  where  there*  is  no  *  civil  magi- 
strate to  enforce  Subordination,  and  to  puniih  crimes, 
what  can  be  espeded,  but  that  the  children  Should  have 
been  negle&ed  in  their  education ;  that  many  of  the* 
youth  Should  be  unacquainted  with  the  principles  of  re- 
ligion, and  diflblute  in  their  morals ;  and  that  licentious 
cabal  Should  too  often  ufurp  the  place  of  peaceable  and 
fober  deportment. 

Notice  was  formerly  taken  of  the  inconvenience  to 
which  the  village  of  Govan  is  fubje&ed,  with  regard  to 
fuel ;  and  it  Still  farther  deferves  attention,  that  there  is 
no  Standard  by  which  the  weight  and  carriage  of  coals  are 

regulated 

*  If  neighbouring  jufticet  were,  at  ftated  intervals,  to  hold  regular  courts 
In  fo  Urge  village!,  they  might  efientially  promote  the  be  ft  intetefts  of  their 
country.  They  would  be  a  terror  to  ctU  doors,  and  a  projection  to  alt  that 
dowcU. 
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regulated*  The  eonfequenee  of  which  is,  a  poor  houfe- 
holder  pays  the  fame  price  for  9  or  10,  as  for  12  cwt.  ; 
mod  from  want  of  a  civil  magistrate,  has  00  mode  of  re* 
dxefs,  when  he  thinks  himfelf  wronged.  There  is  no 
baker  in  the  place,  no  butcher,  and  no  publick  market  of 
aaj  kind.  All  forts  of  provisions,  therefore,  excepting 
meal  and  potatoes,  coft  the  inhabitants  more  than  if  they 
lived  in  Glafgow  ;  beceufe  they  muft  go  thither  to  pur- 
chafe  them,  and  afterward  bring  them  home.  The  vil- 
lagers, indeed,  are  chiefly  Supplied  with  loaf  bread,  fent 
to  them  from  Glafgow ;  but  the  trouble  of  fending  it 
muft  be  oompenfated  in  fome  way  or  other ;  and  00  way 
is  to  eafy  for  the  baker,  as  a  proportional  diminution  of 
die  weight. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER    XVIII.     ' 

PARISH  of  KEMBACK. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Fife,  Presbytery  of  St. 
Andrew's. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  M'Donald. 


Extent,  Soil,  Surface,  Climate,  &C* 

AfrO  U  T  the  origin  of  tlfe  name  of  the  parifh,  there 
does  not  exift  even  a  probable  conje&ure.  It 
ftretches  in  length  from  £.  to  W.  about  4  miles,  and  its 
greateft  breadth  from  S.  to  N.  is  about  a  mile.  Its 
eaftern  extremity  is  diftant  about  4$  miles  from  St.  An- 
drew's, and  its  weftern  approaches  within  half  a  mile 
of  Cupar.  It  contains  about  1850  acres,  of  which  more 
than  1500  are  arable.  Of  the  remainder,  fome  part  was 
planted  feveral  rears  ago  ;  and  the  plantations,  confiding 
principally  of  Scotch  fir,  are  in  fo  thriving  a  (late,  that 
they  afford  a  ftrong  inducement  to  the  feveral  proprie- 
tors to  appropriate  the  reft  of  their  moorifh  ground  to 
the  fame  ufe.  Almoft  all  the  varieties  of  foil  arc  to  be 
found  here,  clay,  black  loam,  light  fandy  foil,  with  a 
Vol.  XIV.  P  p  dry 
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dry  bottom,  and  thin  gravel,  with  a  wet  clay  bottom* 
Of  thefe,  all,  except  the  laft,  are  tolerably  fertile,  and 
produce,  by  proper  management,  good  crops  of  all  the 
plants  commonly  raifed  by  farmers  in  this  country* 
The  furface  of  the  ground,  on  the  W.  fide  of  the  pariih, 
is  nearly  level,  doping  gently  from  S.  to  N. ;  but  on  the 
£.  fide,  Nature,  in  the  formation  of  its  furface,  feems 
to  have  indulged  herfelf  in  a  fportive  mood,  by  throw- 
ing it  into  a  variety  of  the  moil  irregular  and  fantaftic 
fhapes  :  it  rifes  above  the  level  of  the  W.  fide  about  70) 
or  8o  feet ;  and  the  elevations  in  feveral  places  are  fo 
fudden  and  abrupt,  as  to  render  the  cultivation  of  the 
fields  very  expenfive,  and  even  dangerous,  and  the  roads, 
from  one  part  of  the  parifii  to  the  other,  aimed  inac- 
eeffible.  The  air  and  climate  are  favourable  to  health* 
Endemic  difeafes  are  unknown.  The  people  in  general 
are  healthy,  and  fometimes  reach  extreme  old  age* 
There  are  at  prefent  feveral  perfons  in  the  parifii  be- 
tween 80  and  90  years  of  age.  » 

CharaBer  of  the  People,  &c — The  inhabitants  of  this 
parifh  are  not  diftinguilhed  from  their  neighbours,  by 
any  peculiarity  of  character.  la  general,  they  are  fo- 
ber  mjnded,  induftrious,  and  temperate  -r  decent  in  their 
rnanners,  attending  to  their  own  bufinefs,  living  in  peace 
with  one  another,  and  giving  regular  attendance  upon 
the  public  ordinances  of  religion.  During  the  incum- 
bency of  the  prefent  minifter,  which  comprehends  a  pe- 
rio4  of  nearly  13  years,  there  has  not  occurred  a  fingle 
iuftance  of  any  perfon  belonging  to  this  pariih  fufcring 
the  flighteft  punifliment  from  a  civil  judge. 

topulation^Th*  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  tf$$  was 

420 
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420  fouls.    According  to  an  account  taken  about  half  a 
year  ago,  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  as  follows  : 


Belonging  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church, 

540 

Burgher  Seceders,         - 

*3 

Antiburgher  Seceders, 

'     28 

Of  the  Prefby tery  of  Relief, 

3 

Epifcopalian,             ... 

X 

Anabaptift,             ... 

1 

Unitarians,               «... 

2 

In  all,  588 

Of  the  540  belonging  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  300 
are  females,  and  140  males ;  fo  that  the  proportion  of 
males  to  females  is  exaftly  as  4  to  5.  There  are  among 
them  7  widowers,  and  15  widows. 

State  of  Agriculture,  &c — Agriculture  hath  been  held 
in  high  estimation  in  all  ages,  by  thofe  perfons  whofe 
fplendid  talents  and  eminent  virtues  have  entitled  them 
to  be  regarded  as  inftrudors  and  patterns  to  the  reft  of 
mankind.  The  Romans,  who  attained  a  pitch  of  gran* 
deur  which  hath  feldom  been  equalled  in  the  biftory  of 
nations,  paid  the  mod  particular  attention,  from  the  ear-* 
licit  times,  to  this  delightful  and  ufeful  art.  It  was  the 
occupation  of  their  wifeft  ftate&nen  and  braveft  gene* 
rajs,  when  they  were  not  neceflarily  engaged  in  the  de- 
liberations of  the  fenate,  or  exploits  of  the  field.  Cincin* 
natus  was'  found  at  the  plough,  when  he  was  called  up- 
on by  his  countrymen  to  affume  the  fupreme  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  affairs.  And  though  that  high-fpirited 
and  warlike  people  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate 
with  the  prompteft  alacrity,  and  marched  out  to  meet 

P  p  2  their 
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their  enemies  with  the  mod  heroic  ardour,  jet  they 
gladly  exchanged  the  fatigues  of  war  for  the  pure  and 
healthful  pleafures  of  a  country  life.  When  it  was  no 
longer  neceflary  to  bear  arms,  they  beat  their  fwords 
into  ploiigh-fhares,  and  their  fpears  into  pruning  hooks; 
and  folaced  their  minds,  after  the  horrors  of  war,  with 
the  delightful  contemplation  of  that  variety  of  natural 
beauty  which,  from  time  to  time,  the  fields  prefent  to 
the  eye  of  the  induftrious  and  enlightened  hufbandman* 
And  as  the  greateft  of  their  heroes  dignified  this  profef- 
fion,  by  iharing  in  its  toils,  the  fublimeft  of  their  poets 
made  it  the  fubjecl  of  the  mod  finifhed  work,  perhaps, 
of  which  antiquity  can  boaft,  that  he  might  entke  hia 
countrymen  to  the  ftudy  of  agriculture,  by  adorning  it 
with  all  the  graces  and  beauties  of  the  mod  exquifite 
poetry.  In  Scotland,  confiderable  attention  has  of  late 
been  applied  to  the  improvement  of  this  important  art. 
Many  excellent  treatifes  have  been  written  upon  the 
fubjecl,  by  men  of  eminence  in  the  literary  world,  who, 
by  devoting  a  portion  of  their  time  and*talents  to  the 
ftudy  of  agriculture,  are  no  doubt  entitled  to  the  grati- 
tude of  their  countrymen.  Of  thefe,  none  feem  deferr- 
ing of  higher  praife  than  the  celebrated  Author  of  Ele-* 
ments  of  Criticifm,  who,  in  his  Gentleman  Farmer, 
hath  brought  together  a  collection  of  fads  and  obferva- 
tions,  which,  to  the  judicious  farmer,  are  of  ineftimable 
value,  and  will  fland  the  tefl  of  ages.  And  it  muft  af- 
ford every  fincere  lover  of  his  country  very  high  fatis- 
faction,  to  fee  that  Board  of  Agriculture,  which  Lord 
Karnes  fo  ftrongly  recommends,  actually  eftablifhed  by 
Government,  with  fuch  a  profpedr.  of  its  anfwering  the 
important  purpofes  for  which  it  was  inftituted  *. 

Ia 

•  Before,  however,  books  on  farming  can  operate  as  meaas  of  general 
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In  this  parifli,  till  very  lately,  the  capital  improve- 
ments which  farming  has  received  during  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  century,  have  not  been  generally  adopted. 
Within  the. recent  period  of  12  years,  neither  turnips 
nor  artificial  grades  of  any  kind  were  fown  in  the  largeft 
farm  in  the  parifh.  The  .fields,  after  being  exhaufted 
hj  cropping,  were  refigned  in  fucceffion  to  pafture,  and 
remained  in  that  condition  fcveral  years,  producing  fcan- 
ty  crops  of  natural  graffes,  till  it  became  neceffary  to 
break  them  up  again  for  corn ;  and  the  inftruments  of 
husbandry  corref ponded  in  clumfinefs  with  the  rudenefs  of 
the  mode  of  cultivation.  Of  late,  however,  things  have 
aflumed  a  very  different  appearance.  Turnips  are  raif- 
ed  in  every  farm.  The  rotation  of  crops  is  fometimes 
fuch  as  the  bell  writers  on  huibandry  recommend ;  the 
fields  are  laid  down  with  a  plentiful  allowance  of  clover 
and  rye  grafs,  and  the  ploughs,  and  harrows,  and  carts, 
&c.  are  generally  of  the  beft  conft ruction.  Still,  how- 
ever, to  an  accurate  and  judicious  obfervcr,  there  may 
perhaps  appear  room  for  much  future  improvement, 
both  in  the  formation  and  in  the  execution  of  the  plans 
adopted  by  farmers  here  for  the  management  of  their 

grounds. 

Improvement",  before  a  pcrfon  can  be  qualified  for  reading  fuch  boot* 
with  advantage,  it  would  be  neceffary  for  him  to  go  through  a  more 
complete  courfe  of  education,  than  can  be  commonly  obtained  at  a 
country  parifh  fchool.  A  coufidcrable  acquaintance  with  the  En^lifli 
language,  arithxnetick,  book-keeping,  and  menfuratinn,  are  qualifica- 
tions without  which  a  farmer  can  neither  make  himfclf  mailer  of  the 
improvement*  made  in  the  art,  nor  profecute  thefe  improvement*  in  ^ 
manner  cither  beneficial  to  himfelf  or  his  country.  This,  by  the  vv*yt 
{hows  the  neceflity  of  giving  greater  encouragement  to  public  teacher*, 
than  is  at  prefent  done;  as  there  is  not,  pvrhaj.%  any  Cnglc  circumllancc 
that  would  conduce  fo  much  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture  in  Scot* 
land,  as  making  provifion  for  the  proper  education  of  that  ckf*  of  xuea 
by  whom  the  art  i*  to  be  carried  on. 
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grounds.  Of  the  improvements  above  mentioned,  the 
caufes  are  no  doubt  various.  One  of  the  principal  of 
them,  however,  certainly  is,  the  attention  which  feverai 
of  the  gentlemen  who  refide  on  their  eftates  have  them- 
felves  paid  to  hufbandry.  By  introducing  into  the  fmall 
farms  in  their  own  poffeffion  the  moft  approved  fyftem 
of  management  for  the  different  kinds  of  foil,  they  have 
exhibited  an  example  to  their  tenants,  which,  confpiring 
with  other  caufes,  has  produced  the  change  of  culture 
mentioned  above,  a  change  no  lefs  beneficial  to  the  pro- 
prietor and  tenant,  than  delightful  to  the  judicious 
fpe&ator. 

For  2  or  3  years  pad,  it  has  been  the  cuftom,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  parifh,  to  raife  potatoes  from  feed, 
in  order  to  prevent  degeneracy,  to  procure  greater  va- 
riety of  kinds,  and  more  abundant  crops  ;  and  there  is 
little  doubt,  that  in  this  way  thefe  defirable  ends  will 
be  attained.  There  is  another  article  of  improvement, 
which  has  been  lately  introduced,  which  promifes  to  be 
a  fubftantial  and  permanent  benefit.  I  mean,  the  ufe  of 
rutabaga,  or  Swedifh  turnip.  This  plant  is  either  fown 
in  the  field,  like  common  turnip,  and  treated  in  the  fame 
manner,  or  fown  in  a  feed  bed  like  cabbage,  and  trans- 
planted at  the  diftance  of  io  or  12  inches  in  the  drill. 
In  point  of  tafte  and  flavour,  it  is  greatly  fuperior  even 
to  yellow  turnip ;  and  though  in  many  refpe&s  fimilar 
to  turnip,  it  poffefles  fome  peculiar  qualities  which  feem 
to  render  it  well  calculated  to  ferve  in  fpring  as  a  fuc- 
cedaneum  to  turnip,  and  to  afford  green  food  for  cattle 
till  they  can  be  put  to  grafs.  It  is  confiderably  more 
folid  than  common  turnip.  Its  fpecific  gravity  to  that 
of  common  turnip  being  nearly  as  1013  to  878 ;  (it  may 
be  proper  to  mention,  however,  that  the  accuracy  of 

this 
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this  proportion  refts  on  a  fingle  experiment).  It  refifts 
f roft  better  than  turnip ;  after  fliooting  in  the  fpring, 
the  root  ftill  remains  juicy  and  fucculent,  and  even  after 
the  feed  is  ripened  upon  the  ftalk,  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  root  remains  fit  for  the  ufe  of  cattle* 

Threfhing  machines  have  been  lately  introduced  here, 
and  though  there  has  not  been  time  for  them  to  receive 
the  fan&ion  of  experience  in  their  favour,  yet  as  the/ 
perform  a  great  quantity  of  work  in  a  very  Jhort  time, 
and  cut  off  almoft  every  opportunity  of  embezzlement, 
they  promife  to  conftitute  a  valuable  improvement  upon 
an  extenfive  farm. 

There  are  no  fewer  than  3  corn  mills  in  the  parifh ; 
but,  from  this  circumftance,  little  or  no  benefit  accrues 
to  the  inhabitants  in  the  way  of  competition,  as  almoft 
all  the  lands  are  bound  thirle  to  one  or  other  of  them* 
The  multure  exacted  by  thefe  mills,  is,  I  believe,  almoft 
precifely  the  fame.  It  cannot  be  expreffed  in  genera} 
terms,  becaufe  it  is  drawn  in  grain,  and  partly  in  meal. 
By  a  calculation  upon  oats,  I  found,  that  when  the  boll 
of  oats  produces*  a  boll  of  meal,  the  multure  is  i-Mth, 
and  when  the  boll  produces  only  3  firlots  of  meal,  the 
multure  is  i-i2th  of  the  quantity  fcnt  to  the  mill.  This 
fuggefts  an  inducement,  which,  along  with  many  others; 
Ihould  difpofe  farmers  to  pay  attention  to  raife  grain  of 
the  bed  quality,  as  the  multure  is  always  left  in  propor- 
tion as  the  quality  is  finer. 

The  rents  of  farms  are  various.  Of  late,  there  has  ap- 
peared in  this  neighbourhood  a  tendency  to  offer  higher 
rents  for  farms,  than  the  average  prices  of  corn  and 
cattle,  and  the  improvements  of  the  art  feemed  to  juftify. 
The  fame  fpirit  of  unfounded  fpeculation,  which  had  per- 
vaded fcveral  other  orders  of  fociety,  feized  upon  farm- 
ers. 
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crs.  This  fpirit  in  farming,  however,  as  well  as  ill 
trade  ;and  manufactures,  has  received  a  check  from  the 
fiate  or  the  times  :  Had  it  proceeded  much  farther,  it 
would  have  produced  the  mod  fatal  confequences.  It 
would  have  proved  an  effectual  har  to  every  fpccies  of 
agricultural  improvement,  becaufe  the  farmers  bound  to 
pay  more  than  the  land  could  produce,  would  foon  have 
found  themfelves  in  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin  ;  and 
it  would  have  neceflarily  foftered  in  the  country  that 
fpirit  of  diflatisfaftion,  which  almoft  invariably  accom- 
panies the  feeling  of  diftrefs. 

In  this  parifh,  the  rent  of  laud  flill  continues  mode- 
rate ;  there  is  only  1  or  2  fin  all  farms  which  let  fo  high 
as  20s.  the  acre,  and  the  beft  land  in  the  pariih  is,  at  p re- 
fen  t,  let  confiderably  under  that  rate.  The  largeft  farm 
in  the  parifh  coniifts  of  about  270  acres.  There  are  in 
the  pariih  about  122  horfes,  437  cattle,  and  from  80.  to  - 
100  fwine.  Every  cottager  almoft  feeds  a  pig  for  the 
life  of  his  family. 

Rivers— The  river  Eden  is  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  parifh.  Of  this  ft  ream  the  courfe  is  not  ftraight, 
but  forms  many  beautiful  ferpentine  windings,  the  banks 
fometimes  almoft  level  with  the  furface  of  the  water, 
and  fometimes  riling  above  it  to  the  height  of  40  or  50 
feet ;  and  at  the  cartcrn  extremity  of  the  pariih,  the 
river  forms  a  curve  of  fo  curious  a  kind,  that  it  ftiapes 
about  an  acre  of  land,  which  it  nearly  furrounds,  into 
the  figure  of  a  guitar,  with  the  broad  end  oppofed  to  the 
water  on  the  E.  fide. 

The  portion  of  the  Eden  belonging  to  this  parifh, 
abounds  both  with  river  and  fea  trout.  The  river  trout 
are  of  two  kinds,  red  and  white,     They  begin  to  be  in 

feafou 
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feafon  in  March,  but  are  in  higheft  perfection  in  April 
and  May.  The  largeft  will  weigh  about  2  lbs.  Eng- 
Hfh  weight ;  the  middle  fize  from  i  lb.  to  a  lb.  The 
fea  trout  are  alio  of  2  kinds,  red  and  white.  They  begin 
to  come  up  from  the  fea  in  May.  The  largeft  are  about 

3  lbs.,  and  the  common  fize  about  z  lb. 

There  is  a  finall  falmon-fifhing  too  upon  the  Eden  is 
this  parilh.  The  falmon  begin  to  appear  in  the  river  in 
May,  but  are  generally  more  frequent  in  June  and  Ju- 
ly. They  are  commonly  fold  at  4d.  the  lb,  Engliih* 
About  30  years  ago,  the  average  number  of  falmon 
caught,  was  3  fcore  j  and  the  average  number  catight  in 
the  part  of  the  river  belonging  to  Nyddie,  which  borders 
with  this  parilh,  was  1?  fcore.  For  feveral  years  pair, 
both  fiihings  have  been  occupied  by  the  fame  perfons; 
and  though  no  exertion  of  induftry  and  fkill  has  been  ne- 
gleded,  the  average  number  of  both  hath  not  exceeded 

4  fcore.  The  caufe  of  this  deficiency,  however,  it  does 
not  feem  eafy  to  afcertain  with  any  degree  of  probabi- 
lity. 

Mines  and  Minerals.— Of  free  ftone,  there  are  vaJt 
quantities  in  the  parilh.  Veins,  both  of  coal  and  lime, 
have  been  alio  found  in  it ;  but  of  thefe  lail,  the  expenfe 
of  working  has  been  hitherto  fo  great,  that  though  feve- 
ral attempts  have  been  made  at  different  tinies,  they 
have  always  proved  unprofitable  fpeculations.  In  the 
year  1722,  a  difcovery  was  made  at  the  foot  of  a  pretty 
high  hill  at  Myretown  of  Blebo  of  a  quantity  of  metal 
in  large  pieces,  which,  upon  trial,  proved  to  be  rich  lead 
ore.  This  circumftance  induced  the  proprietor,  Mr. 
John  Btethune  of  Blebo,  with  fome  of  his  friends,  t* 
fermthemfelves  injtp  a  company,  to  work,  dig,  and  fearck 

Vot.  XIV,  Q^  foe 
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£6r  the  whole  metals  gn#  mineral  upm  the  land*  flf 

Jn  the  caurfe  of  their  trials,  tjbejr  fbimd  at  Mjretoyrn, 
p  little  below  the  place  where  tfye  qrp  was  ^ww^d, 
9  yein  jn  the  folid  pock,  about  a  feet  wide,  containing 
fpar,  and  other  yein  fluff,  spjra}  with  large  Ipota  or 
{lowers  of  fine  ore ;  and  in  another  plaqe,  about  half  a 
pule  W.  from  the  fbnpp  r,  they  discovered  a  oe&  of  the 
pureft  lead  ore,  containing  large  lumps,  one  of  24  ftonesg 
and  federal  of  10  or  12  ftpoes,  and  the  reft  (mailer  ;  ana) 
a  little  below  the  nefl,  a  vein  of  about  a  foot  wide,  io 
working  of  which,  in  a  fmall  levelf  the/  cam$  t<?  a  rib 
pf  pure  metal  of  about  3  inches,  which  igcreafed  to  <$ 
inches.  Bi#Jt  as  the  levels  to  both  lay  through  rocks  fo 
ejcdj&voly  hard,  as  could  only  be  wrought  with  gm** 
powder,  the  expenfe  of  the  work  became  fo  great,  that 
it  was  thought  proper  to  dtfolve  the  company.  About 
9  tons  of  leaf}  were  n^prafaftiped,  §o4  exported  (9  JEM* 
land*.  / 

Curiqfities. — The  parilh  is  interfe&ed  from  S.  to'  N. 
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f  Afterward,  io  the  year  1748,  *  gendemap,  from  the  Conor?  of 
\fcd-Lothian,  Captain  fTiUiam  Tbynne,  toojt  a  lca/e  of  the  mines  and 
minerals  in  the  land*  of  picbo,  end  came  with  a  few  workmen,  and 
made  a  trial  at  Myrctown,  where  the. vein  appears  in  the  folid  rock. 
Both  he  and  his  workmen  thought  the  appearance  promfting;  hot/  in  a 
few  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  (he  work,  Captain  Thymic  re- 
ceived an  offer  qf  going  to  the  Weft  Injlief,  to  fopcrintand  Jane  wort* 
there,  which  he  accepted  ;  and  fince  that  time,  no  new  trials  have  been 
made.  A  few  years  ago,  however,  all  the  difcoyeries  above  ftatcd,  were 
communicated  to  a  gentleman  of  great  profeffional  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience in  thefis  matters ;  and  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that,  very  pro* 
oahly,  fpmething  of  importance  may  be  (tumbled  upon  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  would  be  proper  to  open  up  and  exa- 
mine the  old  works,  efpecially  as  the  eipcnfc  of  fuch  an  examination 
y«*ld  not  exceed  the  fun  of  aooL  Sterling. 


fey  i  t&tii  AxHtei  called  Certs  burn>  whtcA  falb  info  t&* 
Eden  a  little  belef*  Kemback  mill.     The  banks  of  tMrf 
ftream  on  Bdtfr  fides  fife  to  a  great  height,  in  a  great  va^ 
riety  of  inclinations,  forming  a  den,  called  the  Deft  of 
&n«t,  wHch  prefents  an  affeiftblage  of  wild  grandeuf 
and  natural  beatfty,  fuel*  ad  »  very  rarely  to  be  met 
with.     Of  fhi*  den,  the  Windings  are  about  a  mite  Lr* 
length ;  and,  on  Both  fides,  the  eye  is  delighted  i*ith  #- 
rich8  variety  of  pifturefque  and  ronlantic  fcenefy;     Thd 
banks  in  feme  parts  fibpe  gently  toWaf ds  ffie  water1,  andF 
are  cover ed:  with  a  beautiful1  Verdure  of  grafs^  affording 
paft'ttre  for  (heep  ;  in  othef  parts*  they  are  perpehdku-t 
lar,  or  overhang  the  ffream  at  an'  elevation  of  $q  or  60 
feet;  and  m  one  ^lace,  the  bank  on  the  W.  fide,  fbnAs  ft* 
fclf  into  the  figure  of  a  Very  extenfite  amphitheatre.  Herd 
and  there  we  meet  with  fmali  plantations  of  afh  and  oa!b> 
and  fir,  and  geatf;  and  where  the  banks  art  fteepcft,  titef 
prefent  a  ferface  of  broken  faced  rocks  towards  the  bo& 
torn,  and  higher  up,  are  covered  With  large  thicket*  ot 
wHd  hazks,  which  produce  great  quantities  bi  nuts'.     K 
is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  fcene  more  beautiful,  or  mort 
highly  diverfified  than  this  den  exhibits  in  the  fummer 
monffisL     The^  murmuring  notfe  of  the  ftream,'  running 
along  its1  focky  channel,  the  mufic  of  birds,  the  fragrance 
Of  Woodbine  and  eglantine,  jthe  beautiful  bloflbms  of  the 
furze  and  the  broom,  and  the  gean  interfperfed  with  the 
different  (hades  of  verdure  of  the  oak,  the  afli  and  the 
fir,  joined  td  the  wild  variety  of  vie*s;  which  every  ftejf 
ahnoft  prefents,  confpire  to  render  it  one  of  the  mod  de- 
licious (pots,  which  nature,  without  the  affiftaace  of  art, 
can  form; 

School*  &c— In  this  pariili,  for  30  years  pall,  the  in- 
<^.q  »  habtaftt* 
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habitants  have  differed  a  great  hardfliip  firdm  the  want  of 
a  proper  public  teacher  for  their  children  *.  The  (alary  is 
only  ioo  merks  Scots.  And  here  I  cannot  help  remarking 
again,  that  a  proper  provifion  for  the  education  of  youth 
in  the  country  pariflies  of  Scotland,  fo  as  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  acquiring  at  home  the  principles  of 
grammar  and  a  confiderable  knowledge  of  arithmetlck* 
book-keeping,  and  menfuration,  is  a  national  objeft  of 
much  greater  magnitude  than  is  generally  f  uppofed :  It  is 
certainly  eflentiaUy  neceflary  to  general  improvement  in 
the  art  of  agriculture,  an  art  upon  the  advancement  of 
which  the  happinefs  of  individuals,  and  the  profperity  of 
the  nation,  in  a  great  meafure,  depend.  At  prefent,  the 
falaries  and  perquifites  of  eftabliihed  fchoolmafters  in 
the  country,  are,  in  general,  fo  exceedingly  finally  that 
they  do  not  exceed,  and  often  hardly  equal,  the  wages 
of  an  ordinary  mechaniok  j  and  it  can  fcarcely  be  expell- 
ed, that  a  perfon,  properly  qualified  for  communicating 
the  neceflary  branches  of  education,  will  devote  himfelf 
for  fuch  an  income  to  the  moil  laborious  of  all  profef. 
fions. 

Heritor/,  Poors  Funds,  See.— There  are  in  this  pariit, 

5  heritors 

•  *tht  perfon  who  fopplicd  the  charge,  though  a  man  of  blamdefe 
character  and  weffenfive  manners,  was  not  qualified  for  toftrading 
youth  id  any  (ingle  branch  of  education.  The  bad  cfc&*  of  fpending 
is  vain  the  few  yean  that  mould  hare  been  devoted  to  the  acquitment 
ef  ufeful  knowledge*  may  eaflly  be  conceived,  and  will  be  felt  for  many 
years  to  come.  About  a  twelvemonth  ago,  the  heritors  generoufly  a- 
greed  to  give  the  old  fchoolznafter  an  annuity  of  11L  xos.  Sterling,  da- 
ring life,  and  hit  wife  an  annuity  of  4L  Sterling  during  her  life*  after 
her  hufband's  death ;  upon  condition  of  hia  rcfigning  his  office,  which 
thefe  annuities  enabled  him  to  do,  without  loft  either  to  himfelf  or  fa- 
mily. Ha  accepted  the  offer,  and  his  place  is  now  Applied  by  a  ftudeat 
off  divinity,  a  vary  deferring  young  mas,  and  an  excellent  teacher. 
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J  heritors,  4  of  whom  refide-    The  valued  rent  of  the 
£eri(h  is  2312I.  13s.  4d«  Scotch  money.     The  ftiperid  i» 
about  90I.  a  year,  including  communion  elements.    The 
church  and  manfe  are  both  old  buildings.     The  fehool 
and  fchool-houfe  is  a  new  building-     The  glebe  confifts 
of  about  5  acres  of  good  dry  flat  land,  upon  a  fandy  bot- 
tom, and  is  enclofed.     The  principal  and  profeflbrs  of 
the  united  college  of  St.  Andrew's,  are  patrons  of  the  pa- 
xifli,  .and  titulars  of  the  teinds.     The  fund  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  arifes  from  the  intereft  of  aaol* 
Sterling,  at  5  per  cent.  ;  the  rent  of  i£th  acres  of  land, 
and  of  feveral  feats  in  the  church,  mortcloth-money* 
fpes  of  proclamation,  and  collections  at  the  church  door 
on  Sunday,  and  may  amount  to  about  sol.  or  25L  a 
year.     The  money  at  intereft,  and  that  with  which  the 
*£th  acres  of  land  was  purchased*  feems  to  have  arifen 
from  the  gradual  accumulation  of  a  long  conrfe  of  care- 
fyL  management.     The  only  donation  that  appears  to 
h/ive  been  made  to  the  feffien,  is  a  legacy  left  about  % 
years  ago  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Bethune  of  Blebo,  a  lady 
whofe  beneficence  to  the  poor  during  her  lifetime,  was 
moil  extenfive  and  exemplary*  and  who,  at  her  death, 
bequeathed  to  them  the  fum  of  50L  Sterling.     Of  this 
legacy,  however,  only  30I.  were  added  to  the  {ef&on 
funds  3  the  other  aol.  were  immediately  diftributed  a- 
mong  the  poor,  to  alleviate,  in  fome  meafure,  their  grief 
for  the  lofs  of  one  of  their  greateft  benefa&ors.     With 
this  fmall  fund,  the  feffion  is  enabled  to  relieve  the  pref. 
fing  neceffities  of  feveral  families  ef  well  difpofed  Chris- 
tians, whom  it  hath  pleafed  Providence  to  reduce  to  cir- 
cumftances  of  diftrefs,  to  foothe,  in  a  fmall  degree,  the 
affliction  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  to  afford 
feme  little  consolation  to  the  infirmities  and  diftrefies 
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ef  xM  age.  But  the  finallneff  of  the  funds,  ami 
V  virtuous  Seeling  of  decent  pride,  prevent  many  from 
applying  and  receiving  affiftance,  who  yet  ftand  much  in 
need  of  a  (mall  addition  to  the  income  arifiag.  from  the 
fruits  of  their  own  industry. 

Whether  it  be  practicable  in  an  advanced  ftate  of  fo- 
citty,  to  introduce  fuch  meliorations  into  the  fituation  of 
the  labouring  poor,  as  to  enable  them  to  rear  a  family 
of  children,  without  fuffetipg  the  extremes  of  hunger- 
and  nakednefs,  and  to  lay  up  a  final!  pittance  for  their 
fupport  in  ficknefs  and  old  age,— whether  this  be  a  prac* 
ticable  improvement,  is  a  political  queftion  which  it  is 
not  perhaps  eafy  to  refolve;  but  it  is  a  certain  fad* 
which  often  affe&s,  with  unavailing  melancholy,  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  are  called  by  their  profeffion  to  vifie 
the  poor,  that  common  labourers,  in  the  time  of  their 
ftfengtb*  caifhot  afford  to  purchafe  for  a  numerous  fornix 
ly  of  children,  the  bare  neceflaries  of  life  j  and  after  40* 
When  the  vigour  of  life  is  over,  they  generally  languid* 
afed  decay  for  want  of  the  more  delicate  ntmriuSment,' 
which  declining  nature  then  feeftis  to  require.     In  the? 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  it  feem?  to  be  the  intention  rf 
Providence,  that  even  the  induftrioiis  poor  ihould  depftttd; 
for  a  confiderable  fliare  of  their  comfort  in  life,  upon  the 
generofity  and  beneficence  of  the  rich  among  whom  they 
live  ;  and  the  rich  are,  in  this  way,  furniflted  with  atf 
opportunity  of  gratifying  the  moft  amiable  feelings  of 
the  human  heart,  and  at  pfadifing  virtues  from  which 
the  mind  derives  at  once  the  higheft  improvement  and 
fwteteft  delight. 
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NUMBER    XIX. 
fJNITEP  PARISHES  of  BIRSAY  ahd  HARRATt 

(CoUtfTT  A#J>   STKOJ)   .Of  OjUCHE?,   F&EUTTUT  Qf 

^  /£*  2frt>.  Mr.  (jrEORGE  J-OWT 


PARISH   OP   B4RSAY. 

Name,  Extent,  Surface,  Soil,  &c. 

IT  is  impoffible  for  me  to  afcertain  the  ancient  nam* 
x>f  the  parifh,  except  from  the  Icelandic  hiftoriaos  ; 
where  we  find,  by  Torfaeus's  Hiftory  of  Orkney,  that 
St.  Magnus,  Earl  and  Saint  of  Orkney,  was  killed  at 
Eaglefhay,  upon  the  fpot  that  we  believe  npw  the  kirk 
is  ere&ed,  which  is  a  fteepled  kirk*  In  Torfitus's  Hif? 
tory,  the  j>ari(h  is  called  fn  previnda  de  Byrgijberad* 
In  lonxi  Orknyinga  faga%  the  najne  is  much  the  fame* 
After  S(.  Magnus's  death,  he  was  brought  from  Eagle* 
fhay,  and  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Birfay  *.  Thefe 
Icelandic  hiftoriaos  fpeak  much  of  the  many  miracles 
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which  were  performed  at  his  tomb  ;  that  I  refer  to  them. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  firft  feat  of  the  bifliops  of  Orkney 
was  in  Birfay,  as  appears  by  the  §•  palace,  a  very  fmal^ 
part  of  which  is  yet  remaining  ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at 
it,  becaufe  Birfay  is  one  of  the  molt  beautiful  fpots  that 
could  he  chofen  for  the  clergy ;  and  they  bad  good  (kill 
to  choofe  them,  as  is  well  feen  through  all  Scotland;  for 
they  generally  cultivated  their  fpots  well.     The  modern 
name  of  the  parifli  is  Birfay,  which  certainly  is  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  ancient  one.     The  form  of  the  parifli  I 
would  take  to  be  almoft  a  fquare,  or  an  oblong  fquare  ; 
for  confidering,  from  the  fea  fide  to  the  uttermoft  part 
of  the  parifh,  it  may  be  7 1  Englifh  miles  ;  from  the 
bridge  perfectly  acrofs,  it,  in  my  opinion,  is  5  miles  ; 
jmd,  confidering  the  hills  and  dales,  I  fhould  compute 
the  parifli  at  37-i  fquare  miles,  or  thereabout.     The 
parifli  is  bounded  on  the  W.  and  N.  fide  by  the  fpa.    It 
is  not  mountainous,  but  is  however  hilly,  containing 
much  game,  and  pafture  for  cattle  in  the  fum&er  time. 
The  foil  is  very  various  in  the  barony  of  Birfay ;  the 
N.  fide  in  general  is  fhallow,  it  being  a  mixture  of  cjajr 
And  thin  fand,  in  fome  places  having  a  thin  bottom  of 
rock  ;  fome  parts  of  the  upper  end  of  the  N.  fide  hav- 
ing tolerable  black  ground,  but  rather  wettiih  j  S.  fide, 
good  fandy  ground,  but  generally  produces  the  fteadieft 
crops,  except  when  the  fea  bleaches  it.    As  to  other 
parts  of  the  parifli,  I  fliall  give  a  defcription  of  them. 
When  I  fpeak  of  the  vile  weeds  that  torment  their  corn, 
I  (hall  add  the  quality  of  their  ground,  and  why  thefe 
weeds  fhould  be  more  prevalent  there  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  parifli* 

flmate,  &c— The  air  in  Birfay  is  generally  moift, 

but 
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but  we  feldom  have  much.fnow,  becatife  tjie  fca  air 
generally  prevails  againft  the  froft.  I  have  indeed  feen 
the  barometer  up  at  fet  froft,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
thermometer  down  at  24  ;  at  which  time,  what  we  call 
ftrong  beer,  was  frozen,  while  fmall  beer  broke  the 
bottles  by  burfting. — As  to  the  diftempers  in  our  parifti, 
I  do  believe  they  proceed  from  cold  and  wetnefs,  occa- 
sioned by  wet  clothes  and  inattention.  Sometimes  they 
produce  nervous  fevers,  which  affed  women  particular- 
ly ;  fometimes  in  the  fpring,  fometimes  in  the  harvefh 
In  the  inner  part  of  the  parifh,  I  have  often  feen  ftrong 
men,  and  very  ftrong  women,  moft  feverely  dealt  with 
by  fcarlet  fevers,  which  are  generally  brought  into  this 
country  by  flaps  3  and  moft  other  difeafes  in  the  fame 
Way  *.  • 

Laies,  ftjb,  &c. — We  have  6  lakes  in  this  parifli, 
abounding  with  fine  duck  of  different  kinds,  as  alfo  many 
other  kinds  of  water  fowl ;  but  they  are  fo  vefy  {hyf 
that  we  can  get  none  of  them,  moft  of  the  lakes  being 
above  a  mile  broad,  and  upwards  of  4  miles  round  :  -  a 
of  them  have  plenty  of  fwans  in  the  fpring  and  fall,  be- 

Vol.  XIV.  R  r  ing 

*  The  fmall-pox  generally  vifits  us  once  in  4  or  5  years;  when  I  and 
my  good  neighbours  generally  vifit  the  children  fubje&  to  them,  and  we  ap- 
ply plain  training  with  lukewarm  water,  which  I  never  few  fail,  efpe- 
cially  when  accompanied  with  dean  linen.  1  have  feen  hundreds  treated 
in  this  manner,  none  of  which  failed  :  I  have  like  wife  1  at  the  fame  time, 
Ceeo  5  inoculated,  upon  whom  1  could  fee  no  confiderable  odds;  though 
the  difference  was  very  great  between  the  natural  (mail  pox  and  thofe 
th>t  were  inoculated,  as  the  natural  Ojnall  pox  were  fo  confluent,  that  I 
could  not  (lick  a  pin  point  between  them.  However,  the  fame  treatment 
dad  for  both ;  the  children  flept  well,  wakened  refreshed,  and  foon  got 
through  the  fever  without  any  danger.  The  other  difeafes  are,  dropfits, 
Which  are  generally  fatal;  the  jaundice,  which^s  often  fatal,  and  many 
other  complaints  of  lefs  coBfequeacc* 
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ing  grafly.    There  are  2  or  3  fine  burns,  one  of  which 
wafhes  the  middle  of  the  barony,  all  full  of  fine  trout ; 
and  fomt  times,  through  the  barony  burn,  a  falmon,  by 
chance,  may  run  up,  but  always  at  an  unfeafonable  time 
of  the  year.  The  extent  of  die  fea  coaft  is  about  zo  miles; 
the  fliore  all  rocky,  except  two  little  fjpots,  which  are 
ftony,  where  our  fiihing  boats  come  in.    The  fiih  catch- 
ed  in  our  parifli,  are  a  few  poor  cod,  a  few  thin  ling,  a 
&w  haddocks  now  and  then,  a  hallibut  now  and  then ; 
and,  in  general,  we  have  plenty  of  dog  fiih,  caught  up- 
on hand  lines,  which  all  our  fiih  are  caught  upon,  being 
the  cuftom  of  the  parifh.     Thefe  dog  fiih  are  fold  to  the 
neighbouring  parishes  at  about  an  average  price  of  6d* 
the  dozen :  the  oil  fold,  for  thefe  few  years  paft,    at 
an  average  of  iod.  the  pint,  or  thereabout.    The  dog 
fiih  are  bed   in  June,  July,  and  Auguft,    when  they 
have  their  livers  in  prime  j  when  that  time  pafles,  they 
go  to  the  northward.     There  are  numbers  of  fmall  fifh, 
fuch   as  coal  fiih,  and  all  their  fry,  of  different  ages, 
down  to  a  year  old ;  at  which  time,  I  have  feen  them 
fold  at  the  rate  of  6d.  the  thoufand,  at  the  fame  time 
that  worfe  fiih  of  the  fame  kind  was  fold  in  Edinburgh 
market  at  6d.  the  dozen,  or  thereabout,  under  the  name 
of  podlies  ;  ours  are  called  fillicks  *.     Many  other  fiih 
are  caught  about  this  coaft,  but  in  general  in  inconfi- 
derable  quantities,  called  in  this  country  miids>  bergills, 
ikate,  fiih  and  frog,  and  many  other  fpecies  that  feldomt 
are  caught  upon  lines.     Two  of  the  beft  kinds  of  fifh  we 
have  are  die  tuflc  and  the  ftein-biter,  but  thefe  are  fel- 
dom  caught.    Numbers  of  whales  of  different   kinder 
hover  about  the  coaft,  but  none  are  caught.     A  few  of 
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%be  fan  fifli  appear  upon  our  coafl,  but  none  of  them 
ftricken.  Sometimes,  indeed,  a  fmall  whale  will  come 
in,  or  a  fmall  (hark  ;  but  in  general  they  are  of  no  con- 
sequence. Few  or  no  fifh  are  fent  out  of  this  parifh  to 
any  proper  market,  except  dog  fifh  as  above.  Many 
ether  fea  animals,  plants,  fpunges,  corals,  fliells,  &c« 
gre  found  upon  this  coaft,  which,  to  defcribe  properly; 
would  require  a  feparate  Latin  treatife  of  itfelf.  There 
is  plenty  of  fea  weed,  of  the  larger  and  finer  kinds, 
drove  afhore  by  ftormy  weather j  and  all  made  ufe  of 
for  dunging  the  land,  and  a  moil  valuable  article  it  is, 
efpecially  on  the  fea  coaft,  where  we  are  far  from  fuel ; 
and  by  confequence,  what  houfe  dung  can  be  made,  can, 
|o  but  a  fliort  way. 

Kelp. — Our  (bores  are  not  very  large  ;  they  may  pro* 
dace,  between  the  barony  and  Marwick,  17  or  18  tons, 
pr  thereabout,  of  kelp  a-year.  As  to  the  price  of  mak- 
ing, it  cannot  be  fo  well  ascertained,  the  fuperior,  till 
within  thefe  3  years,  having  burnt  it  for  himfelf  by  his 
$enants.  The  price  greatly  varies*  fince  I  came  to  this 
country,  I  have  feen  it  a?  low  a*  aL  ips.  the  ton,  anc| 
fbmetimes  at  9I. 

7S&s,  &c.~ As  to  the  courfes  of  our  tides,  the  flood 
tide  fets  right  in  from  the  N.  W.  upon  the  point  of 
the  burgh  of  Birfay,'  from  whence  it  fplits,  one  part  to- 
wards Evie  Souqd,  where  it  goes  away  with  a  rapid 
ftream  towards  Kirkwall ;  and  the  other  part  flips  down 
by  Sandwick  fhore,  till  it  get  in  to  the  indraught  of 
Boy  Sound,  where  it  becomes  very  ftrong.  As  to  rocks, 
we  have  three  of  what  we  call  rims,  which  are  generally 
fecupied  by  on/  fifliermen  as  their  beft  fifliing  grounds : 
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ond,  by  the  heft  accounts  we  have  had  from  them,  the 
fhoals  of  Marwick  are  16  fathom ;  the  S.  head  14  far- 
thorn  ;  and  the  rim  fhoals  deepens  from  20  to  40  far 
thorn,  or  upwards,  until  they  come  to  the  N.  head, 
which  is  only  about  10  feet,  all  at  low  water.  I  have 
been  upon  thefe  fhoals  feveral  times  ;  and  I  have  good 
reaibn  to  believe,  that  what  the  fifhermen  fay  is  truet 
No  light-houfe  is  ereded,  and  we  think  one  could  be  of 
no  fervice,  hecaufe  it  might  lead  the  fhipping  out  of  th<j 
W.  Sea,  where  they  could  have  no  fhelter.  The  only 
head  lands  we  have  are  called  Marwick  Head,  the  Bragh 
Head,  and  the  North  Craig.  The  only  harbours  for  boats, 
are,  Skibbaygoe ;  Caftragoe  for  a  fummer  place  ;  as  al- 
fo  one  in  the  S.  fide  of  the  barony,  which  contains  4 
boats  ;  one  in  Marwick,  which  contains  3,  but  it  is  on- 
ly a  fummer  habitation  ;  for  except  they  had  Caftragoe 
under  lee,  they  could  not  keep  a  boat  in  Marwick  or 
the  S.  fide. 

Mountains,  8tc.— There  are  no  remarkable  mountains, 
in  this  parifh  ;  and  as  to  hills,  I  never  took  the  height 
of  them  >  by  any  proper  menfuration,  nor  do  I  think 
them  worth  pains,  becaufe  I  really  believe  the  barome- 
ter and  thermometer  would  make  them  of  but  little 
height ;  they  are  nothing  like  Hoy  :  They  are  coveted 
with  heath,  and  what  we  call  lubba,  a  fort  of  grafs 
which  feeds  our  pattle  in  the  fummer  time  ;  it  generally 
confifts  of  different  fpecies  of  carices,  plain  bent,  and 
other  moor  grafieg.  No  volcanic  appearances,  nor  any  fi- 
gured ftones,  are  to  be  feen  in  this  parifh  ;  nor  any  have 
foffil,  marine  bodies,  or  any  petrified  parts  of  animals, 
yet  been  obferved.  There  are  indeed  fome  fprings, 
which  throw  up  a  fpecies  pf  lime,  of  no  determined 
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figure,  and  mixed  with  a  few  frefh  water  fhells.  As  to 
Marble,  little  is  to  be  got  in  this  parifh,  if  any.  What 
we  call  flag,  which  is  a  thick  kind  of  date,  as  alfo  a 
thinner  kind  of  coarfe  grey  flate,  both  of  which  are  u* 
fed  in  covering  farm,  cottager,  and  other  houfes,  axe 
found  in  this  pariflb,  but  not  of  a  very  good  quality,  nor 
in  large  quantities.  We.  have  plenty  of  other  kinds  of 
building  ft'ones,  except  free  ftone,  of  which  I  think  we 
have  none.  All  our  ftones  are  applied  to  the  building 
of  mere  country  houfes.  Sometimes  the  N.  W.  part  of 
our  parifh  is  very  fubje&  to  fea  gulling,  but  no  inm- 
dations. 

In  the  mifty  year  which  all  Europe  felt,  I  obferved  a 
phenomenon  at  the  manfe  of  Birfay :  The  fun  at  mil 
day  appeared  very  duiky,  and  furrounded  with  circles, 
curioufly  interfering  pne  another ;  of  which  I  took  * 
drawing,  which  is  hereunto  annexed* 

Beajls,  Birds,  &c. — The  wild  quadrupeds  of  this  pa* 
rifli  are,  rabbits,  the  brown  or  Norwegian  rat,  the  fliort 
tailed  field  moufe,  common  mice,  and  a  fmall  fpecies  of 
mice,  commonly  called  here  wights,  which  I  have  ne- 
ver obferved  in  Scotland.  Amphibious  animals  aref 
the  common  feal  and  common  otter  j  the  fkinof  the  lat- 
ter fells  at  a  high  price,  fometimes  at  a  guinea,  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  feafon  they  are  caught.  The 
market  for  them  is  Hamburgh,  and  other  places  through 
the  E.  8ca. — Wc  have  plenty  of  the  common  rock  birds, 
but  none  peculiar  to  this  pariih,  all  being  found  .in  the 
bold  fhores  round  Scotland. — The  parifh  of  Birfay  is 
not  more  famous  for  a  breed  of  black  cattle  than  any  of 
the  neighbouring  pariihes  j  they  are  (mail,  and  gene- 
rally 
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rally  badly  horned :  We,  however,  fell  t  good  mro»» 
ber,  which  are  either  Slaughtered  for  Shipping,  or  pick- 
led and  fent  to  Leith  in  barrels,  together  with  their 
bides  and  tallow.  The  prices,  at  an  average,  are  about 
18 1.  Scots,  which  rife  and  fall  according  to  the  de- 
mand at  xnarket.,  particularly  for  hides  and  tallow, 
which  fettles  the  price. 

Population.— The  return  to  Br.  Webfter  in  1755, 
ior  Birfay  and  Harray,  was  2200  fouls  *.  As  to  the 
prefient  population,  &c.  of  the  parifli,  it  will  appear 
from  the  following 

§TATISTICA£ 


-  *  At  to  the  number  of  the  people,  we  hare  traced  it  for  100  year*  5 
But  we  fuppofe,  the  books  have  been  ill  kept,  becaufe  we  fee  the  differ- 
ence of  marriages  and  baptilms  in  fome  yean-  is  very  great,  which 
wc  frail  account  for.  About  no  years  ago,  namely,  in  the  eighties, 
commonly  called  Brand's  years,  an  univcrfal  fterility  prevailed  in  Ork- 
ney, when  the  people  died  in  hundreds ;  the  lands  were  laid  wafte  for 
wane  of  ftrength  both  of  man  and  beaft,  and  no  feed ;  many  of  the  heft 
places  were  totally  relinguilhed ;  end  the  sniferable  flteletont  of  thtfe 
ridgf*  may  be  feen  to  this  day.  Even  when  they  began  to  recover  them- 
fclves,  they  were  not  able  to  manage  their  nfual  poffeflions,  but  juft 
cut  away  the  fward  of  the  one  part  to  put  upon  the  top  of  the  other* 
far  want  of  manure ;  and  thus  the  cafe  appears  till  this  very  day. 

Marriages  in  1680  none. 

In  168 1  only   4.  Baptifmt,       11. 

In  1699   «—  XX.  Baptifms,        14, 

As  to  the  population  of  the  parifli ,  it  will  be  feen  by  the  foregoing 
lift,  and  thofs  that  will  follow.  It  has  been  fluctuating,  for  reafons  that 
will  be  (hown  hereafter.  The  people  at  that  time  were  perfectly  fta- 
tionarf,  and  even  laws  were  made  for  reftriding  them  from  leaving  their 
•wn  country,  or  even  going  aboard  of  fliips ;  which  had  a  yery  good 
c$e$  in  keeping  people  at  home  for  recovering  their  ftate  of  defolatioa. 
But  now  the  cafe  is,  for  the  better,  othcrwifc. 
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Statistical  Table. 

Length  In  EoglHk  mile*,  7$  Married  men  and  widowers*     *%f 

Breadth,              •  5§  Married  women  and  widows,    itf 

Houfes,  cottages  included,  275  Young  men,  from  10  yean  and 

Ploughs,            -           -  143  upwards,        -           <•           JjJ 

Boats  for  fining,            -  18  Young  women,  from  *o  yean 

Fifhermen,  inhabitant*  of  (he  and  upwards*       -        -       &o» 

pariih,           *            -  I44  Males  below  10  years,       -        ijf 

Taiiors,  9  Females  ditto,         -         -     .  ajg 

8heemakers,-           -  ad  Men  fervants,  from  xo  yean 

Wrights  fclf-taught,         -  11  and  upwards*           -               ty 

Weavers,  ferving  aa  apprentice-  Women  ditto,  •                    Z§ 

(hip  for  2  years,           -  58  Male  fervants  below  xo  years,     2f 

Smiths,  3  Girls  fervants  ditto,         -           la 

Millers,                     *  3  -a— a 

VALUE   OF  STOCK. 

5*3  Horfes,  at  an  average  of  3I.  10  s.  a-head,  L.  1830  xo   m 

700  Head  of  cattle,  at  an  average  of  1 1. 5  s.  ditto,  875    o    0 

I500  Sheer),  at  an  average  of  3  s.  ditto,  -  225    o   -O 


Value  of  the  dock,  aa  near  as  can  be  judged,     •  L.  2930  10    a 

Produ&ioris, 

•  it  thould  be  adverted  to,  that  the  years  1739,  *74°»  and  174c* 
were  bad  years,  in  which  many  died  for  want ;  however,  the  ftate  of 
thefe  years  cannot  be  Well  known  at  this  time  of  day.  The  pariih  tnaj 
■ot  ouch  differ  from  what  it  has  been  5,  10,  or  25  yean  ago,  with  re- 
gard to  the  annual  births,  and  the  whole  population ;  but  it  muft  be 
attentively  noticed,  that  there  are  great  emigrations  from  our  pariih  ; 
numbers  of  our  young  people  go  to  fea,  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  to  trade* 
out  of  the  pariih.  Our  young  female  people  run  off  to  Newcaftle,  Lertb# 
and  other  places,  and  never  take  certificates,  which  is  now  out  of  fa(hion# 
and  may  be  very  difcouraging  to  the  more  honeft  fet ;  becaufe  every  one) 
now,  it  feemr,  takes  fervants  juft  as  they  get  them.— There  are  j  or 
4  old  men  about  80,  but  none  above  at  prefent*  I  have  known  iome 
arrive  at  90  or  95  years.  We  have  a  number  between  60  and  70;  and, 
to  general,  our  people  arrive  to  a  good  old  age ;  owing,  I  foppofe,  to 
temperance,  drinking  beer,  and  eating  fome  animal  food,  working  haroV 
and  fleepiog  cheerfully,  and  following  their  employments  with  alacrity. 

Aft 
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Productions,  &c. — The  productions  of  the  parifli  are* 
oats  and  bear,  or  big,  as  it  is  generally  called,  and  in 
the  gardens  cabbage.  The  gardens  will  produce  early 
cabbage  and  colliflower ;  as  alfo  onions,  leeks,  garlicky 
parmips,  carrots,  turnips,  and  fmall  fallad  herbs  :  very 
Sne  flowers  will  in  fome  years  likewife  blow,  which  I 
fcave  tried.  There  are  no  trees.—- We  have  taken  notice 
of  the  jmmbet  of  fheep  already  ;  and  the  wool,  in  fame 
finall  diftiids,  is  good  ;  that  about  the  (hares  is  much 
kurt  with  the  fand,  which  deftroys  its  fabrick,  and  VQu0f 
wife  fpoils  the  mutton,  by  the  fheep  feeding  upon  fea 
ware*  The  parifli  fupplies  itfelf  with  provjfions,  and 
(elk  a  little :  in  good  years,  it  generally  exports  to  the 
neighbouring  towns.  They  fow  their  oats  in  March, 
and  their  bear  about  die  latter  end  of  April  or  begin- 
ning  of  May,  old  flyle ;  and  begin  to  reap  about  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  and  fometimes  later,  according  t*  the 
feafon.  A  (mail  quantity  of  marl  is  found,  but  of  other 
curious  earths  we  have  none.  Some  bitumen,  which  is 
the  fubftance  of  peats,  is  to  be  met  with,  and  in  fome 

places 

,  At  an  average,  a  marriage  may  produce  five  children  ;  t  hare  baptised 
three  at  one  birth,  a&4  often  twin*.  In  my  opinion,  the  average  may 
he  admitted. 

fioote,  in  the  bad  years*  aa  mentioned  before,  died ;  bnt  in  the  year  1 7 St, 
Ac.  one. died,  and  many  were  like  to  die.  However,  government  gave 
them  meal  in  thefe  bad  years,  once  for  nothing,  and  onee  for  payment. 
As  to  Cuddee*  there  are  two  that  have  happened  in  late  remembrance : 
A  man  that  drowned  himfelf,  for  what  reafon  is  not  known ;  another 
poor  girl,  in  my  time,  had  baken  her  own  wedding  bannocks,  and,  as  mas/ 
be  fttppofed,  out  of  fome  averfion  to  her  fweetheat  t,  threw  herfelf  a- 
way.  Many  are  loft  by  accident,  by  boats,  &c.  None  have  been  ba- 
atthed  from  this  parifli  in  our  memory.  None  leave  the  parilh  for  want 
*f  employment ;  indeed,  we  want  hands,  hecaufe  our  young  fellows  go 
off  in  hopes  of  greater  wages,  as  the  farmers  weil  feel ;  the  N.  W.,  Ac. 
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places  it  will  fpring  out  of  the  rocks  remarkably  thin  5 
in  other  places  of  the  country,  it  is  found  of  the  con* 
fiftence  of  pitch.  The  parifh  has  this  advantage,  that 
part  of  it  lies  near  the  fea,  and  for  that  reafon  can  have 
fifh  and  oil  enough  to  ferve  this  parifli  and  other  parifli- 
es  beyond  it :  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  far  from  large  bo- 
roughs, and  muft  labour  under  a  great  difadvantage* 
hy  carrying  its  commodities  to  the  towns  of  Kirkwall 
and  Stromnefsy  which  are  the  greateft  markets  in  this 
«mmtryk 

language. — As  to  the  language,  it  is  Englifh,  mix* 
ed  with  a  Norwegian  accent,  owing  to  the  ancient 
connexion  between  the  two  countries,  but  is  now  much 
bettered  by  our  connexion  with  ftrangers,  and  by  that 
of  fuch  of  our  own  young  men  as  have  been  abroad  *• 

Rent,  Stipend,  Poor,  &c. — l*he  valued  rent  of  the  pa- 
riih  is  31441*  us.  Scots  ;  the  real  rent  depends  upon  the 
liars,  which  are  always  at  the  will  of  the  heritors.  The 
value  of  the  living,  including  the  glebe,  is  60L  The 
patron  is  Sir  Thomas  Dundas  of  &erfe,  Baronet.— The 
church  was  repaired  in  1760,  and  the  manfe  was  built 
in  1 761 ;  but  both  have  been  kept  in  bail  repair  ever 

Vol.  XIV.  S  i\  fince* 

*  All  our  names  are  derived  from  the  Norwegian  language.  Every 
hill  and  every  dale  are  of  Norwegian  derivation  in  this  parUh;  a* 
JUvtybill,  Garfbma,  Smeurqttoy,  that  is  to  fay,  butter  land  \  SmerraUtt^  at 
is  pronounced  here,  that  U,  where  good  grafs  grows,  which  makes  but* 
ter.  Of  other  hills,  are  EringlefioUt  Bailiej»Mt  and  other  fuch  names. 
As  to  our  meadows,  they  are  always  called  Statin.  Though  I  am  little 
acquainted  with  the  Norwegian  language,  I  underftand  a  Seattr  to  be  a 
place  for  maintaining  milch  cows;  and  thefe  Stater t  are  to  this  momeot 
properly  adapted  for  it :  we  have  many  in  this  parifli,  namely,  £trhft*ttrt 
(fii-fetttr,  Stater,  Fef-fiatcr,  Ovcrty-fcattr,  SaJHyfeatcr,  fcc« 
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fince.  The  number  of  heritors  is  20  ;  the  fuperiof , 
Sir  Thomas  Dundas,  the  greateft  heritor  iron-redding ; 
fmaJl  heritors  refiding  11 ;  non-refiding  8. — The  poor 
of  this  parifh  have  been,  at  an  average,  about  14  or  15 
thefe  number  of  years,  and  the  alms  are  colle&ed  bj 
the  hands  of  the  elders  in  their  boards,  and  giren  out, 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  feflSon,  to  poor  perfons,  accord- 
ing to  their  need.  The  parifli  really  cannot  clothe  their 
|>oor,  becaufe  their  funds  are  too  fmall.  Legacies  we 
have  none.  The  annual'produce  of  the  alms  of  the  pm* 
fifh  is  below  20s.  Sterling  a-y ear;  to  which  may  be  add- 
ed, the  mortcloth  money,  as  alfo  the  marriage  money, 
which,  by  the  cuftom  of  this  country,  is  il.  Scots  each, 
which  is  really  the  property  of  the  minifter,  as  our 
public  records  can  atteft  ;  but  it  is  thrown  into  the  pub- 
lic fund  by  the  prefent  minifter,.  and  he  believes  by 
moll  before  him  *. 

Antiquities* 

•  As  to  the  prices  of  provifions  in  this  pariflir,  we  feldem  buy  or  fclf 
between  one  another ;  fo  that  the  prices  cannot  be  well  afceitained.  But 
when  a  cow  is  difpofed  of,  it  may,  at  an  avenge  price,  be  fold  at  16 1. 
Scots ;  a  Jheep  at  3  s.  Sterling  ;  a  fwtne  at  5  s.  Sterling ;  butter  at  5  d. 
the  mark  of  x£  lb.  avoirdupois ;  corn,  counted  by  the  fuperiors  fiars  up 
and  down,  and  always  paid  by  the  name  of  malt,  at  i*$  Hones  each  meal, 
the  county  fiar  price  at  61.  Scots  each  meil  malt;  and  the  oat  meal 
fometimes  81.,  fometimes  9 1.  Scots  each  meil,  of  the  fame  weight.— 
We  have  no  day-labourers  in  husbandry.  As  to  boat  carpenters,  they 
are  generally  hired  from  Stromncfs,  and  work  by  the  piece,  at  as,  the  foot 
of  keel  Bricklayers  or  mafonr,  we  employ  none;  becaufe  ourmslbns  are 
fcif-taught  Tailors  are  generally  paid  in  days  victuals  and  com  by  the 
inhabitants  for  their  work ;  and  other  workmen  much  in  the  Ame 
manner.  Weavers  in  general  work  by  the  hundred,  and  take  the  lame 
prices  as  bthers  of  the  fame  trade  in  Scotland.— The  fuel  here  is  peat  al- 
together, brought  from  the  diflance  of  6  miles ;  and  every  man  procures 
his  own,  except  the  minifter  and  the  fchoolmafter ;  as  alfo  cottagers  and 
kaudicraftfiucn,  to  whom  the  tenants  lead  moft  cheerfully.     At  an  ave- 
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Antiquities .— -There  are  feveral  Handing  ftones  or  obe- 
Wks  in  this  pariih  ;  one  of  which  (lands  by  itfelf,  and 
gives  name  to  a  very  good  piece  of  land,  which  is  now 
called  Stanefgarth,  which  is  certainly  of  Norwegian  ex- 
traction, being  the  girth  or  garth  which  was  firft  erect- 
ed round  the  ftone,  now  in  good  arable  land.  Next  is 
Stanerandy,  without  the  walls  of  the  barony,  which  is 
two  fames  upon  a  tumulus,  that  has  been  dug  into,  by 
whom  I  know  not :  it  feems  to  be  the  only  name-ftone 
that  ever  I  heard  of,  and  perhaps  may  be  called  Ran* 
dolph's  Stone,  after  the  warrior  that  might  have  been 
buried  there.  There  are  three  others,  but  very  fmall, 
among  a  parcel  of  very  large  tumuli,  none  of  which 
have  been  touched ;  which,  however,  marks  the  fcenes 
of  other  years,  of  which  we  have  no  tradition.  Re- 
mains of  Popifh  chapels  are  many,  becaufe  every  Eryf. 
land  of  18  penny  land  had  one  for  matins  and  vefpers, 
but  now  all  are  in  ruins  f. 

S  f  *  Cbaraiier, 

rage,  the  expenfeof  a  common  cottager  may  be  computed,  when  he  earns 
his  own  bread,  with  a  family  of  4  children,  at  81.  Sterling  a-year. 
With  regard  to  hufbandry  fervants,  it  juft  depends  upon  the  high  or 
low  farms;  fome  giving  3I.  to  their  men  fervants,  and  about  a  guinea 
to  their  women  fervants ;  which  is  not  paid  them  all  in  money,  but  in 
commodities.  As  to  domeftic  fervants,  there  are  none,  except  my  own, 
in  the  pariih.—-  From  the  number  of  ho'rfes  above  mentioned,  it  will  be 
be  eafy  to  judge  what  is  the  number  of  ploughs,  becaufe  the  greatsft 
farmers  have  only  three,  drawn  by  three  horfes  each.  The  ploughs  of 
Orkney  are  peculiar  to  the  county,  like  nothing  except  thcmfelves  ; 
however,  they  fomething  rcfemble  the  Egyptian  plough,  but  the  Egyp- 
tian plough  is  more  fimple.    There  arc  6  carts  in  the  parifli. 

t  There  are  feveral  names  of  Pi&ifli  caftles,  which  even  sow  give 
names  to  places,  fach  as  Caftragoe,  &c.  As  to  camps,  roads,  and  forts, 
there  are  none,  unlefs  we  can  call  the  borough  of  Birfay  a  camp  of  de- 
fence in  times  of  diftrefs.  Towards  the  land  fide,  where  it  is  only  ac- 
€tffiblea  we  can  to  this  moment  mark  the  traces  of  the  ancient  wall  that 

defended 
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Character,  Occupation,  &c.  of  the  People.— Th*'pe*« 
pie  in  this  parifli  are  good,  honeft,  manly,  decent  men. 
The  general  fixes  of  the  people  are  thus  :  My  clerk,  the 
writer  of  this  paper,  is  6  feet  1  inch  high ;  we  have  ma- 
ny 6  feet  high ;  and,  in  general,  they  are  very  ftrong 
men,  being  hard  wrought.  We  can  hear  of  no  parti- 
cular tall  men ;  in  general,  the  people  of  this  parifli 
are  above  the  middle  fize :  they  are,  in  general,  very 
induftrious,  and  even  laborious  ;  but  at  prefent  we  have 
no  Handing  manufacture  of  any  kind.  The  women  fpin 
a  great  deal  of  lint  for  fa  much  a  hank,  or  buy  bags  of 
lint,  at  about  a  guinea,  which  they  work  up  into  linen, 
by  an  800  reed,  which  is  fold  at  Newcaftle,  Edinburgh, 
and  Shetland,  at  about  nd.  the  yard,  befides  many 
pieces  of  finer  and  coarfer  grifts  for  themfelves.  The 
woollen  manufa&ure  is  not  much  employed,  except  for 
mere  convenience  :  there  may  be  about  40  or  50  wea- 
vers, moftly  employed  in  the  linen  branch,  and  a  few 
are  employed  in  the  wqpllen  for  family  ufe,  and  thefe 

arc 


defended  it,  together  with  a  great  number  of  foundations  of  finall  huts 
within  the  fortification ;  which  furely  may  be  attributed  to  the  inhabu 
tanti,  to  fecure  their  beft  effedt  againft  invaders,  but  could  not  fecurc 
their  cattle,  horfes,  &c,  becaufe  there  is  uo  grafs.  The  sera  of  this  for- 
tification,  and  others  of  the  fame  kind,  I  leave  it  to  be  judged  upon,  as 
fuch  places  are  quite  frequent,  both  in  Shetland,  fuch  as  the  Mule  of 
Unft,  and  in  the  other  end  of  the  mainland  of  Orkney,  called  the  Mule* 
head  of  Deernefs,  the  Burgh  of  Murray,  and,  indeed,  in  all  other  places 
denominated  Burghs,  that  is  to  fay,  infolatcd  headlands  proje&iog  to  the 
fea ;  which,  in  thefe  rude  times,  before  the  invention  of  gunpowder, 
might  be  deemed  very  fnfficient  for  the  fafety  of  the  inhabitants  againft 
incurfive  enemies.  We  msy  mention,  by  the  by,  that  in  the  Burgh  cJE 
Birfay  there  is  a  little  chspel  of  modern  workmanihip,  of  which  only- 
one  window,  and  pan  of  the  wall,  remains,  laid  to  be  dedicated  to  St. 
feter,  to  which  the  fupcrftitiou  refortcd ;  but  St.  Peter  and  his  chape,  \ 
ire  now  much  negleded. 


OfBirfay  and  Harray.  325 

Are  moftly  old  men,  or  thofe  in  the  very  outikirts  of  the 
pariih. 

Moft  of  the  people  of  the  barony  and  Marwick  are 
bred  fifliermen  ;  and  multitudes  of  our  young  men  go  to 
feaf  both  in  merchant  and  in  his  Majefty's  fervice  ;  few 
in  proportion  of  whom  ever  return  to  fettle  here.  In 
this  pariih,  18  fifhing  boats  run  from  4  different  fum- 
jner  ftations,  befides  2  fmall  ones  ufed  occafionally. 
Thefe  boats  are  from  16  to  iji  feet  of  keel ,  and,  with 
their  whole  tackle,  may  coft  iol.  at  an  average.  We 
have  no  large  veflels,  nor  any  proper  harbours.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  afcertain  what  number  have  entered  in- 
to any  of  his  Majefty's  mips  during  any  preceding  war ; 
the  pariih  generally  give  a  bounty  of  2  guineas  each  to 
3  men,  when  required ;  but  doubtlefs  many  entered  or 
have  been  imprefled,  that  have  not  come  to  our  know- 
ledge. No  perfon  has  inlifted  as  a  foldier  from  this 
pariih  during  this  century. 

As  to  tjieir  economy,  they  cannot  fpend  much ;  but 
there  is  a  great  odds  within  thefe  20  years,  both  in  ap* 
parel  and  living.  When  I  came  firft  to  the  pariih,  there 
was  not  a  piece  of  Englifh  cloth  to  be  feen  on  a  man'? 
back ;  no  figured  waiftcoats  or  velvet  breeches  ;  their 
ftockings  made  of  their  own  wool,  their  Ihoes  of  their 
own  leather,  tied  with  good  ftrong  fufficient  points  : 
Now  the  cafe  differs  ;  the  young  fellows,  inftead  of  bon- 
nets, almoft  all  wear  hats  ;  upon  Sunday,  a  fuit  of  de* 
cent  S.  country  clothes,  with  cotton  waiftcoats,  and  cordu- 
roy breeches  ;  fome  few  wear  cotton  or  thread  ftockings ; 
ihoes  much  the  fame  as  formerly ;  buckles  univerfal.  The 
living,  in  general,  among  the  lower  people  and  fervants,  is 
much  better,  owing  to  the  rife  of  prices  of  what  they  can 
flifpofe  of,  and  perhaps  by  making  a  more  liberal  ufe  of 
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•what  the  parlfli  produces.  There  is  not  much  tea  nor 
fugar  expended  here.  The  wqmen,  on  Sundays  or  holi- 
days, come  out  neatly  dreffed  in  calicoes,  calimancoes, 
or  neat  fluffs,  with  grey  or  brown  cloaks,  fcarlet  cloaks, 
and  a  great  number  of  beautiful  fcarlet  plaids  j  their  li- 
nen fine,  clean,  and  neat.  The  reafon  of  the  fuperior 
iinery  of  late  among  the  young  people,  may  be  attri- 
buted to  the  following  particulars :  ift,  They  have  a 
good  part  of  their  own  earning  to  themfelves ;  adly, 
New  methods  of  earning  are  daily  occurring,  and  the 
price  of  their  annual  labour  produces  much  more  than 
it  did  20  years  ago.  The  old  men  and  women  are  juft 
in  the  ftyle  of  their  forefathers.  As  they  are  fprung 
from  the  Norwegians,  they  ftill  continue  to  wear  good 
ftrong  black  clothes  without  dying,  called  by  the  ancient 
Norfe,  Vadmcll,  and  by  them  wrought  in  a  loom  called 
Vpftagang  j  but  now  wrought  in  the  common  manner. 

Property  in  this  parifli  is  juft  as  in  other  parifhes, 
now  and  then  fhifting  from  hand  to  hand;  and  when  land 
is  fold,  efpecially  in  fmall  parcels,  it  fetches  very  high 
prices  ;  in  general,  at  40  or  50  years  purchafe,  fomc 
times  a  great  deal  more,  and  feldom  lefs  *• 

Th* 

*  The  people  in  this  parUh  are  veiy  humane,  generally,  by  helping  their 
poorer  neighbours,  both  at  the  mill*  eye,  and  at  their  own  houfet  j  fo  that 
our  poor,  whether  old  or  pail  work,  or  joung  orphans,  not  come  to  it,  are 
not  a  very  great  burthen  upon  us.  Very  few  fliips  are  wrecked  upon  thia 
coaft,  becaufe  it  if  dangerous ;  but  one  instance  we  may  mention,  of  real  hu- 
manity, was  in  the  cafe  of  a  floop  belonging  to  Leith,  which  had  one  man  im- 
i.refled,  the  matter  knocked  overboard,  and  none  but  two  apprentice  boys  left 
to  govern  it,  who  were  far  fircm  being  able  to  hoift  the  mainfail.  The  floop, 
thus  left  in  diAiefs,  was  noticed  by  our  Birfay  boats,  who  immediately  went 
•board  of  her,  and  part  of  the  crew  of  one  of  them  earned  her  into  Strant- 
nefs,  where  they  anchored  her  fafcly  j  and  the  veflel  being  claimed,  our  lad* 
had  but  a  moft  trifling  reward  for  their  trouble,  only  about  a  guinea,  though 
the  Stromnefs  pilots  would  have  taken  much  more  for  taking  her  in  through, 
Hoy  Sound,  and  perhaps  claimed  falvage  alfo. 
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The  people  are  facial  among  themfelves,  and  feem 
contented ;  and  their  circumftances  may  he  guefled  from 
tke  pun&uality  of  paying  their  rents,  which,  except 
in  a  very  few  inftances,  they  do  as  exaftly,  or  perhaps 
more  fb,  than  any  pariih  in  the  mainland. 

Hints  for  Improvement,  and  Mifcellaneous  Obferva- 
f/oir/.— The  only  method  I  can  fee  how  their  circum-r 
fiances  can  be  meliorated  is,  by  a  change  of  climate,  in- 
troducing a  new  method  of  agriculture,  granting  leafes 
for  a  reafonable  time,  fo  that  a  man  could  have  fame 
hopes  of  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  own  labours.  But 
thefe,  and  many  other  improvements  that  may  be  fug* 
gelled,  will,  I  dare  fay,  never  be  obtained  while  this  ge* 
aeration  endures  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  There  is  only 
v  one  bridge  worth  notice,  confifting  of  2  fmall  arches, 
and  is  in  great  difrepair  ;  we  have  no  made  roads,  nor 
any  turnpikes.  There  is  fuch  a  payment  as  road  and 
rogue  money  ;  but  how  taken  up,  or  how  applied,  I  am 
not  well  informed.  As  the  pariih  was  never  properly 
meafured,  they  value  their  land  in  planks  of  40  fathom 
fquare  ;  fo  that  the  rent  cannot  be  well  ascertained,  but 
it  is  in  general  very  low.  Little  pafture  ground  is  let  out 
here  for  hire,  but  every  man  has  a  fmall  proportion 
according  as  he  labours  :  all  hill  pafture  is  in  common* 
We  have  one  farm,  which,  together  with  the  mill  and 
the  links,  pays  to  Sir  Thomas  Dundas  a  rent  of  3d. 
Sterling  yearly ;  another  pays  30  meils  malt  ;  and  fame 
others  pay  a  great  deal  lefs.  The  number  of  farms  is 
rather  diminifhing,  but  this  only  in  a  few  inftances,  and 
by  flow  degrees.  Several  people,  and  their  predeceflbrs, 
have  lived  upon  the  fame  fpot  for  upwards  of  this  cen- 
tury. Every  farm-ftead  in  the  pariih  is  enclofed  with  an 
7  out 


328  Staiiftlcal  Account 

nut  fence  of  earth,  but  not  divided.  The  people  have  it  nol 
in  their  power  to  judge  whether  it  would  be  of  any  ad-> 
vantage  to  them  or  not ;  though  doubtlefs  it  might,  as 
may  be  feen  by  fome  fmall  trials  that  have  been  made  *. 

PARISH 


*  There  is  little  alteration  in  this  pariA  fince  178a  or  1783,  except  the 
difference  of  crops,  which,  for  fome  years,  hare  teen  very  bad,  particularly 
from  178*  to  1788,  others  middling  till  179a,  which  was  moft  excellent,  and  al- 
io 1793,  which  is  a  good  faying  crop,  only  fuffered  a  little  by  the  rains  in  har- 
*eft,  which  rendered  it  late  in  ingathering.  In  1783,  we  received  meal  from  go- 
vernment gratis,  which  was  distributed  without  diftin&ion  to  thofe  who  really 
had  necefluy  for  it,  whether  farmers  or  artizans,  or  others.  In  1784,  they  re- 
ceived a  new  fupply,  but  that  was  paid  for  at  a  moderate  price.  The  other 
bad  years  above  mentioned,  could  not  fupply  thcmfelves ;  but  a  great  deal  or* 
meal  and  potatoes  was  imported  by  merchants,  who  made  the  befr,  profits  thef 
could,  no  doubt.  There  are  neither  cities  nor  Tillages  in  this  pari/h,  and  only 
one  ancient  ruinous  building,  which  was  the  palace  of  the  Earls  of  Orkney, 
though  built  at  different  times,  and  by  different  men,  namely,  the  Sinclair*,  com- 
monly ft yled  princes  and  counts  of  Orkney.  Robert  Stuart,  natural  brother  to 
Queen  Mary,  as  alfo  his  fan  Patrick,  made  great  additions ;  it  is  now  much  ill 
ruins,  but  has  been  built  upon  the  model  of  Holyroodhoufe,  being  a  fquare 
area  built  upon  the  four  fides,  with  a  well  in  the  middle ;  but  for  the  largenefs  of 
the  building,  it  has  had  little  conveniency  according  to  the  tafte  of  the  times* 
Above  the  gate  was  the  famous  inscription,  which,  among  other  points  of  ditty, 
coft  Earl  Patrick  his  head.  It  runs  as  follows:  Domimtt  Rtbertui  Stuartn,  fiiut 
Jacoli  quinti  Rex  Scotorumt  hoc  opus  inftruxit ;  and  above  his  coat  of  arms  was  the 
following  motto :  Sic/nitt  tfit  et  erit.  The  ft  one,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  now  in  the 
poflcffioo  of  the  Earl  of  Morton,  to  whom  the  lands  were  ibid,  and  by  him  fold 
to  Sir  Lawrence  Dundas,  in  whofe  fon's  poffefiion  the  greateft  eftate  of  the  pa* 
rifh  does  ftill  continue.  As  to  the  fchools  in  this  pariih,  we  have  a  legal  paro- 
chial fchool  paid  by  the  heritors  at  900  merks  Scotch,  be  fides  fome  perquifites, 
which  are  generally  paid  in  kind.  The  fchoolraafter  has  likewife  the  fcflion 
clerkihip,  which  yields  20 1.  Scotch. 

Two  chanty  fchools  have  been  eftabliuSed  in  this  pariih,  by  a  mortification 
left  by  Nicol  Spencc,  late  church  agent,  which  is  the  rent  of  his  houfea  id 
Edinburgh,  l>ing  in  WarriftWs  clofc  ;  as  likewife  one  in  Harray,  which  (hall  bo 
mentioned  in  its  proper  place. 

There  are  no  fettled  inns  in  this  pariih,  but  plen'y  of  ale  hoafes,  as  there  am 
no  gangers.  As  to  the  morality  of  the  people,  it  may  be  juft  as  well  butt  by 
Orkney  ale  as  burring  whi&y. 
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Parish  of  harrat. 

$fmmf  Soil,  Ait*  fee;— The  pariih  of  Harray  u  tin- 
der the  fame  ininiftry  as  Birfay,  and  is  joined  with 
Birfay  itN.W.j  towards  the  W.  h  touches  Saad^ick; 
W-,  S.  W.,  and  8.  it  is  bonded  by  a  large  bracking 
loch,  commonly  called  the  Loch  of  Harray  j  and  on  th* 
other  quarters,'  by  Stennefs,  a  (mall  part  of  Firth,  and 
the  hills  that  part  it  from  ftandale.  What  the  origin 
of  the  name  it,  J  know  not,  nor  eve*  read  of  it  in  an* 
•icmt  hiftory.  It  is  a  very  irregular  pariih ;  and,  be* 
tweea  arable  and  uncultivated  ground,  may  contain  it 
fquare  miles,  being  about  6  miles  long,  and  3?-  mile* 
"broad.  In  general,*  Harray  is  flat  and  rather  Swampy, 
interfered  by  a  great  number  of  very  dangerous  burns, 
which,  at  moft  feafons,  ruflt  down  in  perfeft  torrent* 
from  the  adjacent  hills, .  and  often  occafion  danger  and 
even  death  to  uirwary  travellers.  The  foil  varies  very 
much ;  in  feme  places  tolerably  fertile,'  and  in  othera 
vety  barren  ;  the  nature  of  it  is  generally  very  fpongy, 
or  elfe  very  hard  and  chanoefly,  with  but  a  vefy  fmal] 
ftratum  of  earth.  By  the  nature  of  the  earth,  the  air 
niuft  be  moift,  and  often  produces  tOoft  fevere  colds* 
dropSes,  fcrofulas,  and  other  cutaneous  diftempers, 
which  may  be  owing  to  a  watery  diet/  fuch  as  cabbage, 
&c.  There  is  one  large  loch,  which  produoei  a  great 
quantity  of  moft  excellent  ftfh  of  the  trout  kind,  and  a 
letier  one,  which  fappiies  their  milt.  The  fiih  in  this 
pariih  ate  never  fent  to  market,  and  are  m  beft  perfect 
fion  in  the  fummer  time^  efpecially  from  May  till  Sep* 
teflAer.— The  hilU  are  about  the  fame  height  as  thofe 
in  Birfay.     The  meadows  ate  often  fubjeft  to  innnde* 
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tions  about  Lammas,  which  fweep  away  the  hay,  or 
otherwife  deftroj  it,  by  rendering  the  meacfows  a  per-* 
feci:  gutter,  fo  that  they  cannot  be  cut ;  and  this  is  often 
the  cafe,  as  ft  will  happen  in  a  night's  time,  owin£  to 
the  hill  fpeats.  There  are  feveral  inftances  of  thunde* 
having  done  mif chief  in  Harray ;  one  in  particular  with-* 
in  the  memory  of  man,  which  caufed  a  water  fpouf, 
that,  by  removing  the  earth,  left  a  great  gulph  many 
yards  broad,  down  to  the  rock,  and  near  a  quarter  of  a- 
mile  long.  The  parifli  breeds  a  number  of  fmall  cattle, 
but  none  of  any  peculiar  fize-;  even  what  they  have  arc 
vctj  ill  kept,  being  fed  through  the  whole  fummer  up- 
on hill  pafture,  and  that  of  the  very  worft  kind,  except 
in  two  or  three  inftances* 

Fopukition.r--rtht  population  of  the  parifli  of  Harray 
is  much  nearer  upon  a  par,  for  this  dozen  of  years  back/ 
than  die  parifli  of  Birfay,  owing  to  the  people  of  Harray 
not  having  the  fame  fpirit  of  enterprife ;  they  are  en- 
tirely unacquainted  with  the  fea,  and  though  a  few  o£ 
them  may  have  learnt  to  build  boats,  or  go  to  Hudfon'sr 
Bay,  or  perhaps  work  as  mafon9  in  the  neighbourhood, 
yet  few  of  thefe  are  loft  to  the  parifli,  they  being  gene- 
rally employed  near  at  hand,  and  pafling  their  {pare  time 
with  their  friends.  Few  or  none  go  to  fea  from  Harray  *> 
and  only  two  have  gone  for  foldiers  that  I  know  of  in 
my  time,  both  of  whom  have  fince  returned.  Fe- 
vers are  foinetimes  very  deftru&ive,  and  the  fmall  pox. 
often  fatal.  The  young  men  of  Harray  are  pretty 
fond  of  quarrelling  over  their  ale ;  but  I  have  never 
heard  of  any  murders.  Many  accidents  happen  upon 
the  lochs,  by  peopl*  falling  through  the  iee,  and  dying 
by  cold.     None  have  been  baniihed  $  one  fellow  fled  foe* 

inc*ft, 
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iaeeft,  and  has  not  appeared  again  \  and  another  fled  for 
petty  thefts. 

Productions*— The  productions  of  the  pariih  are  com- 
mon bear  and  fmall  oats,  which,  in  fome  years,  do  not 
fupply  themfelves ;  but  in  very  good  years  they  may 
fpare  a  (mall  quantity.  The  neareft  average  that  can 
he  made,  without  an  exad  lift,  may  be,  of  horfes  172, 
or  rather  more;  cattle  258,  or  rather  more :  they  have 
a  few  Jheep  in  Harray,  but  not  fo  many  as  their  bounds* 
xnight  contain  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  very  fine  woolled,  but 
that  has  been  of  late  years  very  much  hurt,  by  intro- 
ducing a  mongrel  breed  of  Engitfh  rams,  which  not  on- 
ly render  their  wool  rough  and  hairy,  but  brought  the 
fcab  among  them,  which  killed  them  by  fcores  j  many 
likewife  periih  in  the  (how.  They  fow  and  reap  their 
Cjrops  nearly  as  in  Birfay.  There  is  marl  in  plenty,  of 
at  yery  good  quality,  and  much  ufed. 

MifceUamous  Observations,— All  the  advantage  the 
pariih  has,  is  being  pretty  near  to  the  fuel,  which  is 
very  good  of  its  kind,  and  neareft  to  coal  of  any  peats 
that  ever  I  Caw  ;  burns  with  a  clear  fteady  flame,  and 
when  charred,  will  work  iron  very  well.  Its  disad- 
vantages are,  a  want  of  fea  ftfh,  of  which  they  can 
procure  but  few*.  The  ancient  Norfe  language  long 
prevailed  in  Harray,  more  fo  than  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  but  is  now  worn  out :  the  names  of  places  are 
all  undoubtedly  Norwegian,  Heuon  a  Lidna,  a  knoll  to 
lie  upon;  Rujland-Burghs,  compounded  words  which  end 
in  burghs  or  garths,  which  fignify  an  enclofure  of 
greater  or  leffer  extent;  with  many  others  fimilar  to 
tjtofe  mentioned  in  Birfav  pariih.  The  land  renf  of  thij 
T  t  a  parifli 
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parifh  cannot  fee  weH  afoertaiued,  as  it  is  parted  aukon* 
near  an  hundred  fmall  heritors,  manj  of  whom  labour 
their  own  fmall  portions  ;  but  the  valued  rent  is  1696L 
39. 1  id.  Scots.  The  glebe  in  Hairay  may  be  worth  about 
451.  Scots.  The  church  of  Harray  got  a  thorough  repair 
in  the  year  1778,  but  has  never  been  touched  fince ;  fq 
that  if  not  attended  to,  I  fuppofe,  it  wilt  foon  be  when; 
k  was.  We  have  a  number  of  poor,  but  no.  lands  ? 
fcarce  being  able  to  pay  pur  clerk  and  offoers. 

The  number  of  ploughs  in  the  parifh  k  about  J7f 
together  with  20  carts,  drawn  by  one  ok  each :  Otoe 
Handing  ftone,  without  any  tradition  concerning  k; 
Many  Pidifh  caftles,  all  in  ruins ;  they  Jeem  to  hayo 
ferved  for  watch  towers  and  fortalices  in  ancient  times, 
but  they  could  have  faved  nothing  but  lives  and  houfe« 
hold  goods ;  they  could  not  h$ve  preferred  cattle,  ar 
their  dhnenfions  were  too  fmall.  The  people  in  genera) 
in  this  parifh  are  about  the  middle  fiae,  lew  above  it. 
Property  is  fhifting  fometimes  from  hanpl  to  hand,  but 
moftly  in  trifling  bits. 

The  people  are  as  well*  contented  as  poor  people  can 
J>e  ezpeded  ;  can  put  a  new  fuit  of  clothes  upon  their 
backs  noyr  and  then,  partly  of  their  own  making,  and 
partly  bought ;  and  can  make  a  feaft,  at  a  wedding  or  a 
chriflening,  on  their  pwn  provifions,  with  a  drink  of 
their  own  ale, — The  enclofares  are  much  the  fame  as  ist 
Birfay.— The  poverty  of  Harray  was  very  great  in  fbm* 
Jate  bad  years ;  infbmuch  that  I  divided  8  bolls  of 
meal  into  96  parts,  and  every  perfon  that  applied  got 
fccoiding  to  their  need ;  they,  in  thefe  years,  certainly 
lived  very  mife?ably,  moftly  upon  milk  and  cabbage, 
£ut  none  died — In  this  parifh,  there  is  1  School,  at  pie* 
fbnt  vacant,  partly  maintained  by  a  mortification  give* 
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hj  Nicol  Spence,  fame  time  church  agent,  and  partly 
by  a  fmall  gratuity  given  by  the  Society  for  Propaga- 
ting Chriflian  Knowledge  $  the  falary  is  xoj.  with  fmall 
perquifites  ;  and  die  nnnqjber  of  feholars,  moftly  attend- 
ing in  winter,  are  about  40.  We  have  no  inns  in  Hart- 
ray.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  malt  brewed  in  different 
houfes,  where  fometimes  a  battle  will  happen,  which 
often  brings'  fortl*  a  petty  law-fait  of  little  confequence. 
No  cottagers  are  employed  except  in  harvcft,  and  but 
few  hired  fervants,  moil  of  the  labour  being  done  by 
Jhe  children  of  the  houfe,  except  in  cafes  of  minority. 

The  number  of  fouls  at  prefenf  is  6^3,  as  may  \m 
Jfeen  by  the  following  al?ftra&  ; 

Married  men,  widowers,  and  young  men 
above  7  years,  -  -  253 

Mfcrned  women,  widows,  and  young  wo* 
men  above  7  years,  -  -  296 

Soys  below  7  years  of  age,  -  49 

pirls  ditto,  -  -  .65 

Total,  663 

As  to  artifans,  there  are,  x  fmith,  a  few  tailors,  a 
few  ihoemakers,  and  a  few  weavers  employed  in  yrool* 
Jen  fluffs  for  their  pwn  ufe« 
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NUMBER     XX. 


UNITED  PARISHES   or   CRATHT 
and  BRAEMAR. 

(COUNT!  AJfD    SYNOP  OF   ABERDEEN,  PrESBTTERT  OF 

•    Kincardine  O'Neil.) 
By  tie  Rev*  Mr.  Charles  M'Hardt. 


Name,  Situation,  &c. 

CRATHY  is  of  Gaelic  derivation,  probably  from 
Cruaidb-achadb,  "  hard  or  ftony  fields/'  as  the 
parHh,  in  general,  is  rocky,  and  full  of  Hones  ;  or  from 
Craoibb-acbadb, "  fields  or  ridges,  interfe&ed  with  wood." 
The  ancient  name  of  Braemar  was  Ceann-androcbait^ 
which,  in  Gaelic,  fignifies  "  bridgend."  There  is  no 
certainty  at  what  period  they  were  united.  They  are 
fituated  in  that  diftrift  of  the  connty  called  Marr,  in  the 
yery  middle  of  the  Grampian  hills.  They  are  diftant 
from  Aberdeen  about  50  Englifh  miles.  The  length  of 
both  parishes  from  E.  to  W.  is  about  40  miles,  and  a- 
bont  20  in  breadth  ;  the  inhabited  part  of  which  is 
about  30  miles  long,  and  from  6  to  10  in  breadth.     The 

parifli 
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% arifli  of  Braemar  is  fuppofed  to  be  more  elevated  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  and  farther  removed  in  every  direc- 
tion from  the  coaft,  than  any  other  parifh  in  Scotland. 

Climate,  Soil,  Produce,  &c.— The  climate  is  healthy, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  live  to  a  good  old  age.  The 
principal  drftempers  are  fevers,  gravel,  rheumatlfm,  and 
cholic.  When  a  malignant  kind  of  thefmall  pox  prevails, 
it  carries  away  a  number  of  children  ;  yet  the  body  of 
the  people  are  not  reconciled  to  inoculation.  The  foil  is 
various ;  in  fome  parts  a  light  loam,  in  others  a  thin 
clay;  but,  in  general,  fhallow  and  fandy;  yet,  when 
properly  cultivated,  produces,  in  a  favourable  feafon, 
good  crops.  The  ordinary  crops  raifed  by  the  country 
people,  are,  oats,  bear  and  potatoes.  Turnips  and  clover, 
with  rye  grafe,  are  cultivated  by  a  few  gentlemen. 
There  was  very  little  lintfeed,  till  of  late,  fown  in  thefe 
parishes,  although  it  was  found  to  anfwer  exceedingly 
well,  for  this  reafon,  that  there  was  no  lint-mill  in  the 
county  ;  but  that  grievance  is  now,  in  a  great  meafure, 
removed,  as  Mr.  Farquharfon  of  Invercauld  has  built  a 
lint-mill  at  Caflletown  of  Braemar.  The  confequence 
%s,  that  the  people,  in  general,  fow  more  lintfeed ;  and 
from  the  advantages  they  derive  from  this  branch  of 
farming,  it  is  probable  that,  in  a  few  years  hence,  ano- 
ther lint-mill,  at  lcaft,  will  be  neeeffary  in  this  part  of 
the  country  *• 

Mountains 


+  As  there  is  no  map  of  the  pariflies,  It  11  impoflible  to  ttf  what  number  of 
icret  arc  in  tillage.  Oatt  are  Town  in  April,  or  fooner,  if  the  feafon  permit*, 
then  lintfeed,  and  potatoes,  and  bear  from  the  beginning  to  the  middle  of  Maj. 
The  time  of  hanreft  it  extremely  rariable  y  beginning  fometimes  about  the  iftk 
•f  Aoguft,  and  fomctimet  not  till  the  ift  or  5  th  of  September. 
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Mtuntiint  mnd  Minerals— Tht  greater*  ptrt  erf  the 
two  parilhes  is  mountainous.    Some  of  the  mbuntain* 
are  probably  the  higheft  in  Scotland :  Of  this  defcripdm 
are  the  mountains  of  Loch-na-garaidh,  on  the  S.  fide  of 
the  parifh ;  Binn-na-baird  on  the  N. ;    and  Binn-na- 
muick-duidh  on  the  W.,   &c.     Upon  thefe  mountains, 
and  others  connected  with  them,  there  is  lnow  to  be 
found  all  the  year  round ;  and  their  appearance  is  ex- 
tremely romantic,  and  truly  alpine.    On  them  are  found 
pellucid  (tones*    of  the  nature    of  precious  floats,   e- 
qually  tranfparent,  beautiful  in  their  colour  j  and  fome 
of  them,  particularly  the  emerald,  as  hard  as  any  orienr* 
tal  gem  of  the  fame  kind.     The  moft  common  are,  the 
brown,  of  different  {hades,  and  next  the  topaz.    There 
are  alfo  beautiful  amethyfts  and  emeralds,  though  thefe 
are  rare  to  be  met  with,  particularly  the  latter ;  and 
what  is  remarkable,  amethyfts  only  are  to  be  found  on 
I«och-na*garaidh ;  emeralds,  topazes,  and  the  brawn  oar 
Jtinn*na-baird ;  topazes  and  the*  BroWn  kinds  only  o» 
Bmn-na-mvick-duidt,  and  the  other  mountains  in  thefe  • 
parilhes.    The  firft  of  thefe  ffones  that  attra&ed  notiee, 
and  were  cut  by  a  lapidary,  were  found  on  Cairn-gorm* 
in  Strathfpey,  but  ccime&ed  with  the  above  ridge  or* 
mountains,  which  gave  rife,  thoftgh  very  improperly,  to 
the  general  name  of  Cairn-gorm  ftones.    Both  the  pa* 
riihes  abound  with  granite  of  different  kinds,  and  van* 
ous  {hades,  which  is  ufed  for  buildidg.  .  It  is  very  hard 
in  it?  nature,  and  when  polifhed,  looks  as  well  as  marble* 
There  is  limeftone  in  great  profufion.     On  Mr.  Far-f 
quharfdn  ef  Invef  cauld's  property,  in  the  parifli  of  Brae^ 
mar,  is  a  little  quarry,  from  which  are  brought  almoA 
all  the  dates  made  ufe  of  in  this  country < 

Ferejls+ 
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Forefts,  Woods,  &c. — The  greater  part  of  the  united 
parilhes  of  Crathy  and  Braemar,  have  been  originally 
King's  foreft*  agd  known  by  tl^  name  of  f he  Foreft  of 
Marr.  This  foreft,  with  thofe  of  the  Dukp  of  Atholl, 
and  ftjr.  Farquharfop  qi  Jnvercauld  in  Perthlhjre,  an4 
the  Duke  of  Gordon  in  Badenoch  and  Glenaven,  confli- 
cted the  principal  part  pf  the  greaj  northern  Caledo- 
nian foreft.  In  the  doepeft  moffes  or  morailes,  within 
the  immenfe  range  of  extenfive  forefts  above  mentioned, 
there  are  to  be  found  large  logs,  or  roots  of  wood  (even 
where  there  is  not  a  tree  now  to  be  feen  Handing),  which 
affords  the  mod  incontrovertible  evidence,  that  they  have 
formerly  been  over-run  with  timber, 

The  only  part  of  the  foreft  of  Marr,  which  is  now 
ufed  as  kept  foreft,  is  in  Braemar.     The  Earl  of  Fife 
apd  Mr.  Farquharfon  of  Iuvercauld,  have,  each  of  them, 
extenfive  forefts,  which  are  well  Hocked  with  red  and 
roe  deer,     from  the  great  care  and  attention  which  has 
been  paid  to  thefe  animals  for  fome  years  paft,  they  are 
now  fo  numerous  and  domefticated,  that  they  are  %o  tie 
feen  in  numbers  from  the  windows  of  the  houfes  of  In. 
vercauld  andMarr-Lodge.  At  the  latter  place,  about  the 
beginning  of  May,  *oo  flags  have  been  feen'  at  Qnce 
feeding  on  the  lawn*     T^c  foil  ?f  this  country,  in  gene- 
ral, is  favourable  to  the  growth  of  foreft  tree?.    Be* 
fides  birch,  a  kind  of  poplar,  knqwn  by  the  name  of 
quaking  aflb,  the  alder,  the  roan  tree,  or  mountain  a(h,  a 
Species  ot  the  willow,  gcc.  &c.     There  are,  in  thefe  pa~ 
rifhes,  extenfive  natural  fir  woods,  belonging  to  the  Earl 
off  Fife,  Mr.  Farquharfon  of  Invercauid,  Mr.  Gordon  of 
Abergeldie,  ^nd  Mr.  Farquharfon  of  Inverey ;  as  alfo, 
l?rge  plantation*  of  Scotch  firs,  and  other  trees.     Mr. 
Farquharfon  of  Invercauid  alone  has  planted  above  14 
Vol,.  XJV.  U  «  millions 
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millions  of  the  former,  and  upwards  of  a  million  of 
larch,  with  a  great  variety  of  others.  Mr.  Gordon  of 
Abergeldie  has  planted  Scotch  firs  to  a  very  confiderablc 
extent,  befides  other  trees ;  and  the  Earl  of  Fife  ha^ 
alfo  made  plantations  of  Scotch  firs,  and  other  kinds. 

Bivers,  Lakes f  &c — The  Dee  is  the  principal  river. 
It  has  its  fource  on  a  hill  called  Gaibh-chor-Dhe,  in 
Lord  Fife's  foreft  ;  and  running  through  the  united  pa- 
rifhes  of  Braemar  and  Crathy,  and  a  great  many  other 
pariihes,  with  vaft  rapidity,  empties  itfelf  into  the 
perman  ocean  at  Aberdeen,  at  the  diltance  of  about  90 
miles,  in  a  ftraight  line  from  its  fource.  If  the  wind* 
ings  of  the  river  were  meafured,  it  would  be  little  fhort 
pf  50  more.  It  produces  falmon  and  trout  in  great  plen- 
ty, with  fome  pike  and  eel.  Several  fmall  rivers  and 
rivulets  fall  into  the  Dee  before  it  reaches  Crathy,  par- 
ticularly the  Geallaidh,  the  Luidh,  the  Eidh,  the  Coich^ 
the  Cluanaidh;  &c,  which  are  all  well  ftored  with  ex- 
cellent trout :  the  Cluanaidh  produces  falmon.  In  the; 
pariih  of  Braemar,  there  are  many  lins  or  cafcades, 
particularly  thofe  of  Coich,  the  M ulzie,  the  Garrabh- 
alt,  &c.  j  but  the  lin  that  deferves  moft  notice,  is  that  of 
the  Dec,  not  fo  much  on  account  of  the  height  of  the 
fall,  as  the  fingularity  of  the  rivers  being  confined  for 
upwards  of  60  y?rds  between  %v?o  rocks,  within  fo  nar- 
row a  fpace,  that  fome  perfons  have  been  fool  hardy 
enough  to  Hep  from  the  one  rock  to  the  other.  The 
principal  lakes  in  the  pariflies^  are  Loch  Callader  and 
J-och  Bhrotachan,  both  on  Mr.  Farqufarfon's  property, 
and  well  ftored  with  excellent  trout.  Loch  Callader  pro- 
duces fine  little  falmon,  of  about  7  or  8  lbs.  weight,  and 
3  &**% 
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tame  eel*  It.  will  fee  above  1  miles  in  circumference. 
Loch  Bhrotachun  is  Caaaller,  but  produces  large  delicate 
Xtd  trout. 

^/h/xmi/a— The  quadrupeds  are  horfeg,  cows;  &eep^ 
fwine,  red  and  roe  deer  in  abundance;  foxes*  martins^ 
pole  cats,  ivild  cats,  white  and  fcrown  hares,  badger*,  ot- 
ters, &c.  The  fowls  arc*  eagles,  hawks  of  different 
kinds,  kites,  black  cock,  growfe,  or  moorfowl,  and  tar- 
magan  ;  betides  every  other  fpecies  common  in  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland.  There  are  in  the  parifli  of  Grathy* 
529  horfes,  919  black  cattle,  5591  fheep.  In  the  parifli 
bf  Braemar,  466  horfes,  930  black  cattle,  and  9000 
fheep.  In  both  parifhes,  995  horfes,  1846  black  cattle^ 
and  14,591  flieep*.  Befides  the  above,  there  are  about 
800  or  900  black  cattle  grazed  in  the  fummer  feafon,  and 
about  2009  of  the  above  number  of  flieep  fent  to  other 
places  to  be  paftured  through  the  winter. 

Population.— -The  return  to  Dn  Webfter  in  1755,  was 
2671  fouls.  In  the  parifli  of  Crathy*  there  are  700 
Proteftants,  150  Fapifts,  and  164  children  under  7  years 
bf  age.  Total  1024  fouls.  In  the  parifli  of  Braemar, 
there  are  455  Proteftants,  580  Papifts,  and  192  children* 
Total  1227*  In  both  pariihes,  2351  fouls.  The  annual 
number  of  births,  marriages,  and  burials,  as  taken  from 
theparifh  regifter  for  the  laft  4  years  f,  is  as  Under: 
Viz; 

tJ  u  %  From 

*  It  fe  to  be  obfcmd,  that  the  above  fell*  Ant  of  the  reel  number*,  -as.  the 
people  would  not  give  up  an  cxa&  account,  left  govemmcox  might  hate  k  id 
contemplation  to  tax  them. 

t  There  wis  no  regular  regiftfi  of  baptifcw,  &c,  kept  preriow  to  that 
pttvd. 
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Bapftfaf.      Marruftt.     Bofiitt. 
from*  the  ill  of  O&ober  17891 

to  the  ift  Qftober  1790,  5*1  ij  35 

From  the  1  ft  Ofiober  1799 

to  the  ift  O&obdr  1791,  46  16  37 

From  the  ift  O&ober  179I 

to  the  *ft  Oftober  1792,  54  14  4a 

From  the  ift  O&ober  1791 

to  the  ift  O&ober  1793,  39!  14  5$ 


Total  191  59         169 


State  0/ Property. — The  proprietors  of  thefe  a  pariih- 
es,  of  whom  Mr.  Farquharfon  of  Invercauld  is  the  prin- 
cipal, are  8,  viz.  The  Earl  of  Fife,  James  Farquharfon, 
Efq*  of  Invercauld,  William  Farquharfon,  Efq.  of  Mo- 
haltry,  James  Farquharfon,  Efq.  of  Balmeral,  Charles 
Gordon,  Efq.  of  Abergeldie,  William  M'Donald,  £{q. 
OfRincaton,  the  Reverend  Thomas  GfordOn  of  Crathy- 
naird,  and  John  Erlkine  poftioner  of  Achallader.  One 
heritdf  refides  conitantly,  3  occaiionally ;  and  there  are 
4  who  do  not  refide  at  all.  The  valued  rent  of  both 
pariihes,  is  3347L  16s.  8d.  Scotch.  The  real  rent  1826I, 
Sterling, 

Price  of Labour  and  Provifions —The  general  wages  of 
day  labourers  of  every  description,  are  double  what  they 
were  io  or  30  years  ago.  The  wages  of  male  fervants,  a- 
bout  30  years  agot  were  from  iL  15s.  to  al.  a-year;  at  pre* 
fent  they  are  from  4I.  fo  6l.  a-year $  maid  fervants,  at 
the  above  period,  had  from  il.  to  ll.  ios.  a-year.  Now 
they  get  from  al.  to  3I.  About  30  years  ago,  a  fat  cow, 
which  at  prefeut  cofts  from  5I.  to  61.,  could  have  been 
purchafed  at  ll.  as.,  or  al.  10s. ;  a  fat  wedder  that  fells 

no* 
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now  for  X2s.  or  143.9  could  have  been  bought  then  fdf 
53.  or  6s.,  and  other  butcher  mead  in  proportion.  Poul- 
try, &£.  now  fell  as  under,  viz.  a  live  goofe  from  2s« 
to  2s.  6d.  j  ducks  from  8d.  to  iod.,  hens  6d.,  chickens 
3d.  each*  eggs  i4d  the  dozen,  milk  2d.  the  Scotch  pint, 
butter  od.  the  lb.  of  28  ounces,  and  cheefe  from  43.  to 
6s.  the  ftone  of  28  Englifh  lbs  *.  Barley  fells  from  15s. 
to  20s.,  oats  from  I2s.  to  i6a..8d.  the  boll ;  potatoes 
from  4d.  to  8d.  the  peck,  and  wool  from  99.  to  2cs<  the 
ftone,  of  30  lbs.  Engliih.  The  fuel  commonly  made  ufo 
of  is  peat,  turf,  heath,  and  fometimes  fir  and  birch, 

Manuf ailutes i — The  only  branch  of  manufaelure  ut 
this  country,  is  the  fpinning  of  linen  yarn.  Lint  is  inu 
ported  from  Aberdeen  at  the  expenfe  of  the  manufa£tu?-* 
ing  company y  and  left  with  the  fhopkeepers  in  the  unit- 
ed pariihes  ;  and  they  are  allowed  a  certain  profit  for 
the  trouble  of  giving  out  the  lint,  and  taking  in  the 
yarn.  The  common  price  paid  for  the  fpinning,  is  from 
icd.  to-xs.  3d.  the  fpindle.  This  Jprings  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  into  the  country  ;  by  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  poorer  families  are  fupported,  and  enabled  to 

v*y 

»  Though  there  ire  many  black  cattUf  in  the  two  pariAei,  ytt  it  cannot  be 
laid  that  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  breed  in  the  rearing  of  thlnr;  not" 
M  there  any  thing  that  defcrves  the  name  or"  a  regular  dairy,  excepting  that  a< 
Imrercaa'd.  Lady  Sinclair,  in  the  year  1755,  clfoblHhed  a  dairy  under  pmper 
regulation!,  which  was  attended  with  the  greeted  fuccefs.  The  butter  and 
cheefe  made  in  this  dairy,  wete  of  the  beft  quality,  and  now  fo  well  known, 
that  they  need  no  particular  defcilprion.  This  was  owing,  in  a  great  meafure, 
to  good  old  failure  j  bet  principally  to  the  attention  paid  to  the  breed,  in  keep- 
ing tbofe  cows  only  that  had  very  rich  milk,  and  difpoftrg  of  fuch  as  had  fheir* 
tnilk  white  and  thin,  of  a  poor  quality,  which  happened  often  then,  though  rarely 
isow,  but  which  has  made  this  breed  of  cattle,  though  but  of  a  middling  fiat, 
vary  valuable  to  tfaftfc  who  with  to  hare  a  good  dairy. 
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pay  the  rents  of  their  houfes,  and  fmall  crofts  of  land. 
The  women,  in  general,  fpin  with  both  hands  *. 

Exports 

*  It  might,  with  great  propriety,  be  thought  an  unpardonable  omifBo'i, 
We  I  to  dole  this  head  without  doing  jutfice  -to  the  memory  of  the  deceased* 
Lady  Sinclair,  firft  wife  to  Mr.  Farquhatibn  of  f  nvescauld. 

That  amiable  woman,  who  never  loft  fight  of  what  tended  to  promote  the. 
intereft  of  the  poor,  finding  that  the  women  of  the  two  pari&es  were  entire  Gran- 
gers to  the  art  of  fpinning  on  the  little  wheel,  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, dec.  about  the  year  IJSS,  tot  fome  aid  .to  entourage  this  branch  of  manu*- 
fe&ure.    The  truftees  having  readily  granted  her  requeft,  (he  procured  a  proper 
fpinning  mtftrefs,  and  erected  a  fpinn:ng  fchool  at  thz  caftletown  of  Braemar. 
After  the  fchool  was  opened,  it  was  fjund  to  difficult  to  get  fcholars-  to  attend 
it,  that  Mr.  Farquharfon  himfeif  was  obliged  to  fpeak  to  his  tenants,  and,  in 
a  manner,  compel  thofe  who  had  a  or  3  daughters,  to  fend  x  of  them  to  the 
fchool.    Hating,  however,  furmourte-J  every  difficulty,  the  fchool  was  fairly  fet 
agoing  j  aod  from  the  attention  Lady  Sinclair  paid  to  it,  going  in  perfon  to  vifit 
It,  and  giving  premiums  to  thafe  who  excelled,  ue  ralfed  fuch  a  fpirit  of  emu- 
lation, that  in  about  7  years  time,  ths  progress  was  aftonijfcing.    From  printed 
advertiferrients  circokted  through  the  pariues,  in  the  month  of  jfcugoft  170a. 
►  offering  certain  premiums  to  tbofe  who  paoduud  the  greater*  and  beft  quantities 
Of  linen  yarn,  of  their  own  fpinning,  againft  the  31ft  of  December  following  *, 
there  were  no  fewer  than  \V)  unmarried  women,  and  little  girls,  who  received 
premiums  on  the  I  ft  of  January  1763.     The  quantity  of  iinen  yarn  brought  ac 
this  time  to  Invercauid  for  InfpeAion,  and  which  was  examined  by  Lady  Sin- 
clair, and  fome  other  ladies  who  attended  to  aflift  her,  was  fuppofed  to  be  worth 
at  leaft  300I.  Sterling.    Previous  to  this  inftitution,  lint  was  fpun  on  the  rock 
•jr  diftaff  onlyl  and  wool  on  the  big  wheel.  , 

•  the  following  is  a  copy  »f  t6e  adwrNftmen*. 

«  Imvercauldt  Auptfl  1 76*. 
**  Lady  Sinclair  hereby  adwrtifis,  that  the  truftees  far  4he  m*nufa8urt*  b*<o- 
img  put  into  her  bandi  ajkm  of  money  to  be  djfribaUd  im  the  wsmjhe  ibmbe  moft 
proper  >  fir  promoting  fpinning  in  the  mniUd  parifhas  of  JSrdemmr  and  Cralby, 
her  Ladyfisp  mow  p*Wf**>  tbatjbe  it  to  dj/lrabmt*  frem'utmu  of  gowns,  pi***** 
eapst  ftlh  napbins,  lawn  napkins,  lawn  +prom,  and  fiteh  like  goods,  -among  the1 
www  andgirh,  Who  JbaU  produce  U  her  at  inveroaaU,  upon  the  if  day  of  y*~ 
nuary  ftnet,  the  grealejl and  heft  qmentitUt  of  linen  yet*  of  their  ownfpinmimg* 
The  yarn  muf  be  lodged  at  InvercmeU  on  Friday  the  .tffl  of  Bueamter  me**\  ami 
the  premiums  will  be  dj/bihatod  the  day  qfter* 
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gxports  and  Imports. — The  exports  are  wood,  blaok 
pattle,  fheep,  butter,  cheefe,  wool,  woollen  cloth,  &c. 
The  imports  are  oatmeal,  fait,  iron,  linen,  flax,  leather, 
lawns,  muffins,  &c. 

Language.*— The  language  generally  fpoket*  is  tht 
Gaelic.  Moft  of  (he  people,  however,  underftand  fo 
much  •  of  the  Englifh,  as  to  be  able  to  tranfad  ordinary 
bufinefs  with  their  neighbours  of  the  Low  Country.  It 
was  once  thought  an  objeft  of  political  attention  to  ufe 
means  for  eradicating  this  ancient  language  from  the 
Jlighlands  pf  Scotland.  It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  th£ 
Legislature  now  entertains  very  different  views.  For 
experience  has  fully  evinced,  that  there  are  no  better 
foldiers  in  the  day  of  battle  than  the  Highlanders,  and 
4hat  honour,  humanity,  decency,  and  good  order  are  not 
incompatible  with  the  ufe  of  the  Qaelic,  and  of  tartan 
plaids  and  philabegs.  All  names  of  places  in  the  coun- 
try, wfyofe  etymology  can  be  traced  with  certainty,  ar<* 
Gaelic. 

EccFefiq/iical  State. — The  prefent  ftipend  is  8oo  merk«f 
with  20I.  Scots  for  furnifhing  communion  elements. 
The  prefent  incumbent,  who  was  fettled  in  June  1789, 
fcas  raifed  a  procefs  of  augmentation  againft  the  heri- 
tors :  What  the  iffae  may  be,  is  as  yet  uncertain.  The 
glebe  meafures  nearly  7  acres,  but  the  greateft  part  of 
it,  till  laft  year,  was  uncultivated.  The  prefent  incum- 
bent, with  bis  own  fervants  and  cattle,  has  brought  fome 
acres  to  tillage,  and  has  contracted  with  an  undertaker 
to  have  the  remaining  acres  trenched  before  the  end  of 
April  next.  The  expenfe  will  be  upwards  of  61.  Ste? 
Jing  the  acre,  including  blowing  and  carrying  away  the 

ftones  i 
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ijfcones ;  but  will  jurn  out  to  be  a  piece  of  excellent 
ground  when  brought  into  culture,  The  manfe,  which 
was  bi^alt  in  the  years  1790  and  1791,  at  above  40c!, 
Sterling  of  cxpenfe  to  the  heritors,  is  an  exceeding  good 
houfe,  with  all  the  accommodation  neceffary  for  a  cler- 
gyman, and  executed  in  a  neat  and  fjibftantial  fanner. 
The  King  is  patron. 

"JThere  are  2  churches,  one  in  Braemar,  and  one  at 
Crathy.  The  church  of  $raemar  is  a  very  neaf:,  decent 
{hurcb,  with  a  mod  excellent  church-yard  wall  roun4 
it,  bpilt  with  {tone  and  lime.  It  is  fupported  almoft  at 
the  fole  expenfe  of  the  pari  pf  Fife  and  Mr.  Farquhar- 
fon  of  Invercayld.  The  church  of  Crathy,  though  kept 
in  repair  at  the  joint  expenfe  of  all  the  heritors  of  the 
%  pariflies,  the  Earl  of  Fife  excepted,  is  in  very  bad 
order,  and  too  fmall.  The  chprch-yard  wall  is  in  the, 
fame  fituatiorj  *. 

There  are  2  Romaic  Catholick  priefU  who  refide  con<> 
flarttly  in  Braemar,  befides  z  who  comes  occafionaUy  tQ 
(he  pariih  of  Crathy. 

Schools,  Poor,  &c. — There  are  2  fchools,  viz.  die  pa* 
rochial  fchool,  fituated  near  the  church  of  Crathyf  with 
a  falar^r  of  100  merks,  befides  feffion-clerk  fees,  and 
other  quarterly  payments  ;  and  one  of  the  Society's 
fchools  in  Braemar,  with  a  fajarjr  of  14I.  Sterling,  aa<| 

pther 


•  There  is  a  suufyiary  ipfojftef- ,  paty  by  tip  Royal  pounty,  tattooed  in  Brae- 
row  j  but  as  he  has  not  the  Gaelic  larguage,  ani  as  there  are  fame  perfons  who 
do  not  underhand  any  Engliih,  the  pariih  mnifter  is  ob!;g.'d  to  ezchacg:  pulpit* 
with  him  very  frequently.  The  General  ArTemblj  of  the  chnrch  of'  Scotland 
fcave  now  pledged  themftlvet,  that  how  foon  the  prefent  mjjBonary  is  other* 
wifc  piorided  for,  thry  (hall  appoint  none  for  the  tyure  to  that  raH&qo,  but 
perfons  hiring  the  Gaelic  language 
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perquifitcs — The  number  of  poof  who  receive 
fupply  is  upwards  of  70.  The  funds  for  their  fupport 
are  the  Weekly  colleftkm*,  the  intereft  of  lacl.  at  5  per 
cent ,  and  the  rent  of  a  gallery  in  the  eburefc  of  Crathy, 
amounting  in  whole  to  about  *6l.  Sterling.  Thi  late 
John  Farquharfon  of  Invertiauld,  and  father  of  the  pre* 
ient  proprietor,  mortified  5000  merits  for  the  purpofe 
df  niaintaining  and  educating  Come  poor  boys  of  the  name* 
tit  Farquharfon  at  the  charity  fchoels. 

Rdadi  and  Bridges. — The  military  road  from  Blair- 
gowrie to  Fort  George  goes  through  the  pafiihes  of 
Brgemar  and  Crathy,  Which  was  completed  in  the  year 
1749,  at  the  expenfe  of  government.  Bridges  were 
likewife  built  over  all  the  rivers  and  rnhilets  upon  this 
line  of  road,  at  the  fame  expenfe.  The  county  roads 
Are  tnade  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  ftatute-labour.  The 
fervice  is  indeed,  for  the  molk  part;  commuted,  and  eve- 
fy  man,  {between  16  and  60  years  of  age,  is  obliged  to 
pay  at  the  rate  of  is.  6d.  yearly.  The  proprietors  em- 
ploy a  proper  road  grieve,  with  a  party,  to  work  on 
days- Wages,  till  the  fum  artfSng  annually  by  this  com- 
mutation is  expended  ?  and  it  is  found,  from  experience, 
that  there  ii  more  road  made  by  this  mode,  and  to  much* 
litttet  purpofe,  that!  when  the  people  performed  their 
ftatttte-tiboftr.  I  cannot  pafs  6v6r  this'  article  of  im- 
provement, in  juftice  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr. 
Farqtharfon  of  Monilly;  without  mentioning  how  much 
the  public  in  general,  and  this  county  in  particular,  are 
indebted  to  his  difinterefted  and  public  fpirited  exertions: 
That  gentleman,  with  a  laudable  fpirit  of  patriotism, 
^bb  the  firft  perfon  who  undertook  made  roads  in  A- 
fcwrdeenihire,  which  he  tarried  0%  with  exertion,  and, 
Vol.  XIV.  X  x  at 
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at  a  great  expenfe,  to  a  confiderable  extent,  for  fevefaf 
years  before  the  1745.  Having,  however,  unfortunate* 
ly  engaged  in  the  Rebellion,  and  beinj^  kept  a  prifonev 
for  18  years  in  England,  the  country  was,  during  that 
period,  deprived  of  his  Cervices.  On  obtaining  his  li- 
berty, he  immediately  renewed  his  public  fpirited  im- 
/  provementsi,  wherever  he  had  any  influence,  but  chiefly 
in  the.  5  parishes  of  Braemar,  Crathy,  Glenmuick,  Tul- 
lich,  and  Glengarden  (which,  indeed*  form  a  feparat* 
and  diftinft  diftrift  of  this  county)  ;  and  from  that  time 
till  his  death,  which  happened  in  the  year  ^90,  he  con- 
tinued, with  unremitting  attention,  and  at  a  great  ex*. 
penfe,  to  forward  the  building  of  new,  and  the  repair- 
ing of  old  bridges  *  the  making  of  new,  and  repairing 
former  roads  ;  in  which  he  was  ably  fupported  by  Mr. 
JFarquharfon  of  Invercauld  (whofo  abilities  in  directing 
and  executing  roads  are  very  uncommon),  and,  in  fome 
degree,  by  all-  the  gentlemen  in  the  county :  fo  that, 
upon  the  whole,  it  may  with  great  propriety  be  aflert- 
ed,  that  during  the  laft  25  years,  no  part  of  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  of  the  fame  extent,  has  gained  more 
in  roads  and  bridges  by  private  fubfeription,  than  the  5 
.pariihes  above  defcribed. 

Advantages  and  Difadvantagts— -The  %  parifhes  of 
Grathy  and  Braemar,  in  general,  have  many,  perhaps 
more,  advantages  within  themfelves,  than  fome  of  the 
neighbouring  parifhes  j  and  the  people,  though  not  very 
irduftrious,  are  yet  intelligent,  humane,  pWiging,  and 
much  given  to  hofpitality.  But  ftill  much  might  be 
,done  to  better  their  circumftaoces,  were  fuch  branches 
of  manufacture  as  the  country  is  calculated  for,  eftabliihed 

>a*d  carried  oa  by  perfona  of  experience,  ability,  and 

fpirit* 
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fjArit.  As  the  foil  is  very  favourable  to  the  growth  of 
flax,  and  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of  wool  annually  ex- 
ported, it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  manufacture  of 
woollen  and  linen  cloth  would  be  attended  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs.  There  are  likewife  fome  good  fitua- 
tions  for  bleachfields, 

There  is  one  difadvantage  which  this  county  in  gene* 
ral  labours  under,  and  that  is,  the  want  of  mofs  roads. 
The  modes,  for  the  moft  part,  lie  at  the  diftance  of  1  or 
3  miles  from  the  tenants,  and  over  almoft  inacceffible 
hills  ;  by  which  means  they  are  obliged  to  carry  home 
their  fuel  on  horfeback.  This  makes  them  keep  a 
greater  number  of  horfes  than  their  farms  can  well 
bear  5  consequently  the  horfes  are  of  a  fmall  fize :  but 
were  proper  roads  to  be  made,  the  tenants  in  general 
would  keep  larger  horfes  and  fewer  of  them,  and  would 
provide  wheel  carriages.  This  is  clearly  evinced  upon 
the  eftate  of  Monaltry.  The  prefent  proprietor,  mere- 
ly to  accommodate  his  tenants,  in  the  years  1790  and 
1791,  carried  on  and  finiflied  a  very  complete  road  to 
an  inexhauftible  mofs.  It  is  carried  over-  the  fummit 
of  a  high  hill,  yet  fo  well  direfled,  that  the  acclivity- 
is  fcarcely  felt;  the  expenfe,  no  doubt,  was  confiderable; 
but  the  cdnfequence  is,  that  fince  that  period  moft  of 
the  tenants  have  provided  themfelves  with  carts,  and, 
in  a  few  years  hence,  it  is  very  probable,  the  whole 
tenants  on  the  eftate  will  do  the  fame. 

Another  difadvantage,  which  prevails  in  fome  places 
of  the  country,  is  the  perfonal  fervices  of  the  tenants* 
Wherever  the  tenants  are  expe&ed  to  thrive,  perfonal 
fervices  mould  be  difpenfed  with  and  commuted.  That 
which  has  longeft  kept  up,  is  the  providing  a  certain 
quantity  of  fuel  for  the  mafter,  yearly,  with  fome  long 
£  x  z  and 
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and  fliort  carriages.  This  interferes  much  with  the  1$~ 
boors  of  the  hufbandman,  as  his  whole  time  is  employee) 
in  providing  bis  own  and  his  matter's  fuel,  ft oip  the 
time  the  feed  is  fo'wn  till  the  beginning  of  harveft. 
Thus  he  lofes  all  that  time  in  whlph  he  ought  to  pro- 
vide  manure  for  his  land  ;  and  though  there  is  lime- 
ftone  in  great  profUfion  ijear,  or  perhaps  upon,  his  farm, 
yet' he  can  derive  no  benefit  from  it.  Several  of  the 
proprietors,  however,  have  commuted  their  fervices. 
Were  this  mode  generally  adopted,  and  the  tenant* 
encouraged  to  build  decent  hopfes,  it  would  condnce 
much  to  the  comfort  of  the  farmer,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  landlord. 

There  is  a  third  disadvantage,  and  which  is  exceed* 
ingly  pernicious,  not  only  to  this  county,  but  almoft  to 
the  whole  North  of  Scotland  \  and  that  is,  the  depreda- 
tion made  on  the  iheep,  game,  and  poultry  by  foxes  and 
other  vermin.  There  was  a  fcheme  planned  fome  years 
ago  by  Mr.  Farquharfon  of  Invcrcauld,  and  carried  into 
execution  by  him  and  the  other  heritors,  for  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  (h$ep,  game,  and  poultry,  and  for  the  de- 
finition of  foxes,  wild-cats,  pole-cats,  eagles,  hawks, 
&c.,  from  which  the  pariihes  of  Braemar,  Crathy,  Glen* 
muick,  Tullich,  and  Glengarder,  derived  more  real  be* 
nefits,  than  perhaps  from  toy  other  improvements  that 
could  be  introduced  into  this  county.  It  commenced 
the  15th  of  January  1776;  and  before  that  period,  the 
defttu&ion  of  iheep  was  fo  great,  that  it  is  thought  the 
value  of  the  iheep  annually  killed  by  vermin,  in  the  a* 
bove  pariihej,  was  nearly  equal  to  half  the  rent  paid  to 
the  proprietors.  The  fcheme  was  this ;  The  heritors 
entered  into  a  private  fubfeription  among  themfelves, 
out  of  which  a  premium  was  paid  for  every  animal  or 
6  ;  bird 
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bird  that  was  brought  uvto  the  calhiers,  by  4uch  perfona 
as  were  authorised  by  the  affociation  to  carry  arms  for 
the  deftru&ion  of  foxes,  &c.  ;  and  who  had  been  pre* 
vioufly  fworn  not  to  kill  game :  and,  it  is  believed,  thai; 
oujt  of  more  than  100  perfons,.  who  had  warrants  for 
this  purpofe,  not  one  of  them  ever  trefpaffed  in  that 
refpeft.     The  whole  fubfcriptions  in  the  j  pariflies  a* 
mounted  to  about  40  guineas  a-year ;  and  the  fcheme 
continued  fof  zo  yearSj  with  fo  great  fuccefs,  that  du«f 
Xing  that  period  there  were  killed  634  foxes,  44  wild? 
jats,  53  pole-cats;  70  eagles,  25  ao  hawks  and  kites s 
1347   ravens  and  hooded  crows  *  $    befides  all  tholb 
which   were   dsftroycd  by  poifon,    or  died  of  their 
wounds :  and  fbeep  were  then  in  perfed  iafety  to  pat. 
lure  at  all  times  and  feafons  to  the  very  boundary  of 
where  the  fcheme  extended.     Unfortunately,  however^ 
for  this  county,  fame  of  the  heritors  (for  reafons  belt 
known  to  themfelves)    withdrew  their   fubfcriptions* 
The  other  fubfcribers  were  obliged,  8  years  ago,  to  give 
up  the  fcheme ;  the  confequence  of  which  is,  that  the 
deftru&ion  of  Jheep  has  gradually  gained  ground,  and 
game  of  all  kinds  decreafed  in  the  fame  proportion.    It 
is  much  to  be  regret  Jed  that  the  fcheme  was  dropped;  but 
the  experiment  has  fufficiently  evinced  the  following 
frft,  viz.  that  if  fuch  an  extensive  track  of  mountainous 
country  as  the  5  parilhes#above  defcribed,  where  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  wood,  and  where  foxes  and  other  ver- 
inin  poured   in  from  neighbouring  countries  as  moun- 
tainous as  this,    derived    fuch  real   advantages    from 


*  For  the  firft  year,  the  premiums  extended  only  to  foxes,  eaglet,  gotacks, 
cod  falcons $  the  second  year,  wild-cats,  pole-cats,  (mall  hawks,  and  kites, 
were  added  ;  and  the  third  year,  mens  and  hooded  crows  were  alio  included. 
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a  fcheme  carried  into  execution  on  fuch  a  contr&ded 
fcale  as  40  guineas  a-year  ;  ftill  greater  advantages  muft 
be  derived  from  a  fcheme  of  this  kind,  if  it  was  extend* 
•d  over  the  whole  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

A  fourth  disadvantage  is,  the  difiance  from  a  port 
town,  which  is  50  miles  in  any  dire&ion  *. 

*  Antiquities— There  is,  upon  the  eftate  of  Caftletown  of 
Braemar,  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  caftle,  built,  as  tradition 
reports,  by  King  Malcolm  Kenmore  for  a  hunting  feat. 
By  the  veftiges  which  ftill  remain,  it  is  obvious,  that 
there  was  a  very  confideraWe  building.  Hie  houfe 
flood  on  the  top  of  a  rock  on  the  £.  fide  of  the  water 
of  Cluanadh  ;  and  the  King  having  thrown  a  drawbridge 
acrofs  the  river,  to  the  rock  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the. 
parilh  of  Braemar  derived  its  original  name  of  Ceann-an 
drocbart  from  that  circumftance.  On  a  little  mount  om 
the  Haugh  of  Caftletown  ftands  the  caftle  of  Braemar. 
It  was  originally  the  property  of  Farquhkrfon  of  In- 
vercauld,  and  given  to  a  fecond  fon  of  that  family  as 
his  patrimony.  About  the  end  of  Queen  Mary's  reign, 
thefe  lands  were  excambed  with  the  Earl  of  Marr  fb{ 
the  lands  of  M onaltry,  and,  foon  after  his  acceffion  to 
the  eftate,  he  built  the  prefent  houfe.  King  William, 
after  the  Revolution,  took  pofleflion  of  it  for  a  garrifon, 

and 

*  I  fee  with  pleafure  a  branch- of  the  poft -office  extended  lately  from  Aber- 
deen to  Kincardine  O'Neil  j  but  this  country  can  derive  little  or  no  benefit 
from  it,  being  ftill  3*  miles  diftant  from  the  Caftletown  of  Braemar.  Was  the 
extenfon  of  this  branch  to  be  carried  to  that  place,  this  whole  country,  inftead 
of  tending  a  man  weekly  to  Cupar  Angus  for  letters  and  newfpapcrs,  would 
put  all  their  letters  into  this  office  to  go  round  by  Aberdeen,  which  would  bring 
an  additional  revenue  of  3d.  at  leaft,  for  every  fingle  letter,  and  would,  it  is 
prefumed,  more  than  indemrify  government  for  the  expenfts  incurred  in  tfcc 
cltiblifhiincntofit. 
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and  put  feme  troops  into  it  to  keep  the  country  m  awe; 
but  this  had  not  the  defired  effed,  for  the  country  be- 
ing of  oppofite  fentiments  at  the  time,  befieged  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  obliged  the  troops  to  retire,  under  filence  of 
nighty  in  order  to  fave  their  lives  ;  and  to  fave  them- 
Selves  from  fuch  troublefome  neighbours  for  the  future, 
they  burnt  the  cattle.  In  this  ftate,  it  continued  till 
the  year  1715,  when  the  whole  Marr  eftates  were  for- 
feited. About  the  172c,  Lords  Dun  and  Grange  pur- 
chafed  from  goverment  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
ErJkine  family  4  and  about  the  1730,  John  Farquharfoa 
of  Invercauld,  bought  the  lands  of  Caflletown  from  Lords 
Dun  and  Grange.  About  the  1748,  Mr.  Farquharfoa 
gave  a  leafe  to  government  of  the  caftle,  and  an  enclo- 
fure  of  14  acres  of  ground,  for  the  fpace  of  99  years, 
at  14I.  Sterling  of  yearly  rent;  upon  which  the  houfe 
was  repaired  (the  walls  being  then  fufficient),  and  a 
rampart  built  round  it,  and  it  has,  fince  that  period, 
been  occupied  by  a  party  of  foldiers.  At  the  expmu 
lion  of  the  leafe,  or  the  evacuation  of  the  troops,  the 
houfe,  with  the  enclofure,  returns  to  Invercauld's  fa* 
mily,  without  any  melioration  whatever. 

On  the  lands  of  Monaltry,  and  on  the  N.  bank  of  the 
river  Dee,  in  a  narrow  pafs,  where  there  is  not  above 
60  yards  from  the  river  to  the  foot  of  a  high,  fteep, 
rocky  hill,  ftands  a  cairn,  known  by  the  name  of  Cam- 
na-cuimhne,  or  Cairn  of  remembrance.  The  military 
road  is  carried  along  the  foot  of  this  hill,  and  through 
this  pafs.  The  tradition  of  the  country  is,  that,  at  fome 
period,  the  country  being  in  danger,  the  Highland  chief- 
tains raifed  their  men,  and  marching  through  this  pafs, 
caufed  each  man  lay  down  a  ftone  in  this  place.  When 
they  returned,  the  (tones  were  numbered;  by  which  means 

it 
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it  was  known  how  many  men  were  brought  into  the  field,' 
■id  what  number  was  loft  in  a&ion.  Since  that  period, 
Carn-na-cuimhne  has  been  the  watch-word  of  the  coon- 
try.  At  that  period*  every  perfon  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  was  obliged  to  have  his  arms,  a  bag,  with  fome 
bannocks  in  it,  and  a  pair  of  new  mended  ihoes  al- 
ways in  readinefc  j  and  the  moment  the  alarm  was  given 
Aat  danger  was  apprehended,  a  ftake  of  wood*  the  one' 
end  dipped  in  blood  (the  blood  of  toy  animal),  and  die 
cither  burnt,  as  an  Emblem  of  fire  and  fword,  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  perfon  neareft  to  where  the  alarm 
was  given,  who  immediately  x?n  with  all  fpeed,  and  gave 
it  to  his  neareft  neighbour,  whether  man  or  woman  j 
that  perfon  ran  to  the  next  village  or  cottage  (for  me** 
fores  had  been  previoufly  fo  concerted,  that  every  one 
knew  his  route),  and  fo  on,*  till  they  went  through  the 
whole  country ;  upon  which  evefy  man  inftantly  laitt 
hold  of  his  arms,  Sec.,  and  repaired  to  Carn-na-cuimhne, 
where  they  met  their  leaders  alio  m  arms,  and  ready 
to  give  the  neceflary  orders :  The  ftake  of  wood  was* 
named  Croiihtarich.  At  this  day,  was  a  fray  or  fquabble 
to  happen  at  a  market,  or  any  public  meeting,  fuch  in- 
fluence has  this  word  over  the  minds  of  the  country 
people,  that  the  very  mention  of  Carn-na-cuimhne  - 
would,  in  a  moment,  colled  all  the  people  in  this  coun- 
try, who  happened  to  be  at  faid  meeting,  to  the  afliftanctr 
fcf  the  perfon  affailcd. 


NUMBER 
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PARISH  of   MID-CALDER. 

(Count*  or  Edinburgh,  Synod  of  Lothian  anb 

TWEEDDALE,   PRESBYTURT  OF  LlNLITHGOW.) 

By  the  Kit.  Mr.  James  WictoNi 


Name  and  General  Defcription* 

IN  various  pafts  of  Scotland,  we  meet  with  places 
which  are  named  Calder.  The  word  is  probably  of 
Gaelic  derivation,  and  the  meaning  of  it  is  faid  to  be 
u  wood  and  water."  Confidering  the  word  in  this  fenfe,  the 
town,  from  which  this  pariih  derives  its  name,  may, 
with  great  propriety,  be  denominated  Calder.  The  Al- 
mond, a  river  of  confiderable  fize,  flows  a  little  to  the  N. 
of  it ;  and  2  fmall  rivers  to  the  E.  unite  their  flreams  a 
few  hundred  yards  before  they  are  mingled  with  that  of 
the  Almond.  Calder  wood,  which  has  one  of  the  above 
mentioned  fmall  rivers  on  each  fide  of  it,  is  {till  of  con- 
fiderable extent ;  but  from  the  following  verfes,  which 
Vol.  XIV,  Ty  I 
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I  have  heard  repeated,  it  feems  to  have  been  formerly  4 
or  7  miles  in  length. 

Calder  wood  was  fair  to  fee, 
When  it  went  to  Cameltree ; 
Calder  wood  was  fairer  ftill, 
When  it  went  to  Crofewood  hilL 

The  town  of  Mid-Calder  is  pleafantly  fituated,  and 
toany  of  the  fcenes  and  profpe&s,  which  the  wood  pre- 
fents,  are  romantick,  grand,  and  deKghtful.  The  wood 
confifls  chiefly  of  oaks,  birches,  Scotch  firs,  and  larches: 
The  parilh  is  upon  the  whole,  much  adorned  with 
{tripes  of  plantation  ;  and  it  receives  no  fmall  advantage 
from  the  fhelter,  whieb  the  trees  afford.  The  greater 
part  of  the  parilh  is  enclofed,  and  divided  into  fields  of  a 
moderate  extent,  by  Hone  walls,  or  by  hedge  and  ditch* 

Agriculture.— .The  old  Scotch  plough,  which  is  very 
heavy,  and  drawn  by  4  horfes,  and  often  by  4  horfes 
and  2  oxen,  is  now,  in  general,  laid  afide,  and  a  light  one 
made  ufe  of,  which  is  drawn  by  a  horfes  only,  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  by  a  oxen,  without  any  horfe  whatfo- 
ever. 

The  Scotch  plough  requires  2  perfons  to  attend  it, 
but.  1  is  deemed  fufficient  for  that  which  is  drawn  by  a 
horfes.  Thus  there  is  a  faving  to  the  farmer  of  labour- 
ers, horfes,  and  food.  The  a  horfe  plough  is  not  fit  fo't 
heavy  foil ;  but  in  that  which  is  of  a  light  quality,  it  is 
not  reckoned  to  do  a  great  deal  lefs  work,  than  that  in 
which  4  horfes  are  employed* 

For  improving  the  lands,  fummer  fallowing  is  be- 
come a  very  common  practice,  together  with  fowihg 

field* 
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fields  wkh  the  feeds  of  turnip,  and  other  fucculent 
plants*  Our  foil  is  generally  light,  and  not  confidered  as 
Jthe  moil  proper  for  peafe,  or  wheat,  though  both  of 
them,  in  fome  parts  of  the  parifh,  thrive  very  welL 
Oats,  barley,  turnips,  and  potatoes,  make,  in  general, 
good  returns.  The  curling  of  potatoes,  fo  much  and 
juftly  complained  of  in  England,  is  not  prevalent  in  this 
country.  Making  allowance  for  the  difference  of  foil, 
feafons,  cultivation,  and  other  circumflances,  the  feve- 
ral  kinds  of  grain,  whicfy  are  fown  in  this  pariih,  may 
|>e  dated,  upon  the  whole,  as  yielding  the  following  in- 
preafe:  Wheat  from  6  to  10,  and  fometimes  ia  fold; 
peafe  from  4  to  $  j  barley  from  5  to  7  j  and  oats,  4,  7, 
or  8  fold :  Potatoes,  at  an  average,  may  be  reckoned  at 
30  fold,  though,  in  many  places,  the  increafe  is  much 
Jefs.  An  acre  of  turnips  is  worth  5I.  or  61.  and  will  faN 
(en  a  (mall  oxen,  whicht  when  full  fed,  will  weigh  each 
of  them,  about  25  ftone  Englilh  weight.  I  am  informed, 
that  the  butchers  in  Edinburgh  give  to  the  farmers  in 
that  neighbourhood  nearly  double  the  value,  which  I 
have  fet  upan  a  turnip  crop ;  but  it  ought  alfo  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  this  is  of  mqch  more  value  to  the  butchers 
than  to  the  farmers,  as  the  latter  mull  fell  their  fe<l 
^cattle,  fo  that  the  purchaser  may  have  a  profit,  whereas 
the  former  kill  them ;  and  felling  the  meat,  fkin,  and 
tallow,  to  their  refpc&ive  buyers,  get  for  all  thefe  arti* 
cles,  the  current  price  of  the  different  markets.  Be- 
fides,  for  the  fake  of  convenience,  the  butchers  may  fome- 
times be  induced  to  give  more  than  the  ihtrinfic  worth 
pf  the  crop. 

The  greater  part  of  the  hay  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try is  made  of  rye-grafs  and  red  clover,  the  feeds  of 
which  are  (own  with  barley,  and  fometimes  with  oats  or 
Yy  a.  wheat. 
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wheat.     If  the  barley  or  oats  be  not  too  ftrong,  fo  as  tt 
prevent  the  rye>grafs  and  clover  from  getting  the  neoef- 
fary  nutriment,  which  the  light  and  air  afford ;  and  if 
the  foil  be  good,  and  properly  managed,  a  luxuriant  crop 
of  hay  may  be  expefted,  for  at  leaft  two  fcafons  there- 
after; and  it  is  generally  fit  for  mowing  3  years.   An  an- 
nual kind  of  rye-grafs  has  lately  been  introduced  into 
this  neighbourhood,  which  produces  one  fine  crop ;  but 
being  fo  tranfient,  the  farmers  are  getting  quit  of  it  as 
fail  as  they  can.  The  praftice  which  prevails  in  England, 
of  laying  dung  occafionally  on  the  furface  of  land,  which 
is  laid  down  in  grafs,  might  be  introduced  with  advan- 
tage into  this  country.     When  a  grafs  field,  through  a 
feries  of  years,  has  acquired  a  clofe  fward,  it  is  of  im- 
portance to  preferve  it  as  long  as  the  weeds  can  be  kept 
down ;  and  while  the  foil  is  enriched  by  dung,  it  may  be 
kept  a  long  time  clean,  by  the  application  of  lime.    Few 
fields  of  cabbages  or  carrots  are  cultivated  here,  though 
the  former  are  reckoned  to  be  good  feeding  for  black 
cattle  ;  and  the  latter,  in  fome  parts  of  England,  are 
efteemed  excellent  food  for  horfes.     The  root  of  fcarcity, 
which  is  now  afcertained  to  be  only  a  fpecies  of  the  beet, 
has,  fo  far  as  I  know,  never  been  reared  in  this  parifh. 

The  rolling  Hone  is  pretty  common  here.  The  ma- 
chine, called  Fanners,  for  cleaning  the  grain  after  it  has 
been  thrafhed,  is  much  in  ufe  among  the  farmers ;  but 
the  thrafiung  machine,  which  was  invented  in  Scotland  a 
few  years  ago,  has  not  found  its  way  yet  into  this  pa- 
rifh?. 

Extent 

*  Price  of  Pro+!/r<mst  Servaatt  IP*gt*>  &e>r©wiiig  to  the  bad  haraft 
in  1791,  the  beft  oa(  meal  faai  been  fold,  during  the  greateft  part  of  hdt 
fiunBktr>at  ii.  3d.  the  peck.    It  is  now  to  be  had  at  is.  id. ;  but  the  com- 
mon 
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Extent  and  Population.— The  parifli,  which  is  now 
called  Weft  Qalder,  conftituted  formerly  a  part  of  thi* 
one,  and  the  whole  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Cal, 
der  Comitis.  From  the  time  of  this  divifion,  the  pariflt 
which  I  am  defcribiqg,  has  been  denominated  Mid-CaU 
der.  It  is  about  7  miles  in  length  from  N.  to  S. j  an4 
no  part  of  it  is  much  above  3  miles  in  breadth.  The 
population,  according  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report  in  1755, 
was  760  fouls.  It  contains,  at  prefent,  1251  inhabi- 
tants 1  689  of  whom  are  in  the  counfry  port  of  the  pa* 

t    rife* 

mon  price,  for  many  year*  paft,  has  been  is.  The  peck  contains  8  lba,  of 
Scotch  Troy,  or  Dutch  weight,  the  lb.  of  which  is  to  the  Avoirdupoife, 
or  Eaghflt  lb.,  as  7600  grains  is  to  7000.  Potatoes  have  been  fold  here 
this  autumn,  when  di(jpoJed  of  in  quantities*  at  4*.  W.  the  boll,  which 
contains  z6  pecks;  and  %  of  the  pecks,  by  which  potatoes  are  fold  in  this 
place,  exceed  a  Winchefter  buihel,  by  ^^  parts.  There  is  not  much 
fifli  brought  to  this  market ;  but  there  is  plenty  of  it  to  be  had  in  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  we  have  two  carriers  in  this  town  who  go  thither  twice  a 
week,  befides  feveral  from  different  parts  of  the  pariJh*  who  go  on  Rated 
occafions.  Our  butcher  meat  is  charged  3d.,  and  fometimes  4a4.,  or  up- 
wards, a  lb.  Dutch  weight*  Poultry  is  dearer  in  proportion,  and  eggs  are 
fold  at  4d.,  5d.,  or  6d.  the  dozen,  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
and  as  cucumftances  require.  New  milk  cofis  $d.  tho  mutchkin,  which  is 
one-tenth  lefs  than  the  Engliih  wine  pint ;  and  butter  milk  is  fold  at  {d, 
s  Scotch  pint,  which  is  one-tenth  lefs  than  an  Engliih  wine  gallon. 

A  good  ploughman  will  not  engage  himfelf  for  left  than  81.  a  year,  and, 
in  general,  he  cxpcAs  more.  Along  with  thefe  wages,  he  has  bed  and 
board  in  his  matter's  houfe ;  but  when  he  is  married,  and  has  a  cottage  of 
his  own,  he  has  allowances  of  different  kinds,  which,  on  the  whole,  may 
amount  to  15 1.  or  1 61.  a  year.  Footmen,  gardeners.  &c,  have  wages  in) 
proportion  to  the  drcumffances  in  which  they  are  placed.  A  female  fer* 
▼ant,  fit  for  common  houfehold  work,  demands,  independent  of  bed  and 
board*  from  3).  10s.  to  4I.  a  year.  Thofe  in  a  foperior  line  have  more, 
according  to  their  fituation.  A  common  labourer,  if  he  find  himielf 
with  food,  jets,  at  an  average,  is.  id.  a  day  during  that  feafon  of  the 
year,  when  he  can  work  from  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  6  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  A  few  years  ago,  a  labourer  of  this  kind  had  no  more  than 
iod.  or  Xs.  The  wages  of  mechanics*  have  been  advanced  in  proportion. 

7 


35^  Statiftical  Account 

■ifli,  and  the  remaining  562  are  in  the  town.  The 
males  amount  to  588 ;  the  females  to  663  :  Thus  it  ap. 
pears,  that  the  females  exceed  the  males  by  75  in  num. 
ber.  Nature,  upon  the  whole,  feems  to  have  made  the 
number  of  males  and  females  nearly  equal ;  and  the  dis- 
proportion, in  the  prefent  inftance,  probably  arifes  from 
this  fad,  that  many  of  our  youths  go  abroad  into  othep 
parts  of  the  country  to  find  employment,  where  trade  and 
manufactures  prevail. 

By  comparing  my  enumeration  of  the  people  in  thU 
(own,  with  that  which  was  made  by  an  ingenious  me« 
chanick  *,  about  25  years  ago,  it  appears,  that  the  popu- 
lation thereof  has  been  upon  the  decline*  Several  new 
houfes  have  of  late  been  built,  indeed,  but  many  old  ones, 
have  alfo  fallen  into  decay  :  However,  the  chief  caufe  of 
the  diminution  feems  to  be  the  influence  which  trade  and 
commerce  have  in  carrying  off  our  young  men  to  other 
parts  of  the  country,  where  engaging  profped?  p( 
wealth  are  held  out  to  them  f. 

This  di drift  of  the  country  mud  be  considered  as  very 
favourable  to  health.  There  is  no  difeafe  which  is  pecu« 
Jiarly  incident  to  the  people  ;  and  there  are  feveral  per- 

fon$ 

*  Mr.  David  Burn,  clock  and  watchmaker,  Mid-Calder. 

-f  During  the  Iaft  3  years,  there  have  been  23  marriages,  and  97  bap- 
tifms,  aa  appcan  by  the  rcgifter  books  belonging  to  this  church.  The 
number  of  births  has,  without  doubt,  exceeded  that  which  I  hive  men- 
tioned, as  feveral  children  did  not  live  long  enough  to  be  baptifed ;  and 
a*  thofe  of  diffenters  are  not  included,  excepting  fuch  as  chofe  to  have 
them  entered  in  the  parifli  records,  with  a  view  to  preferve  more  per- 
manently the  mean  of  afcertaining,  at  any  future  period,  the  time  of 
their  birth,  and  the  family  from  which  they  fprung.  The  number  of 
deaths  cannot  be  condefcended  on,  for  many  who  breathe  their  laft 
in  this  pariflT,  are  carried  out  of  the  bounds  of  it,  and  buried  where 
their  anceftors,  or  fome  of  their  kindred  have  been  laid  before  them ;  and 
not  a  few  are  brought  from  other  parifhes  to  this  churchyard,  that  they 
anay  reft  with  their  fathers. 
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frfns  in  the  pariih  near  80  years  of  age,  and  fome  conn* 
derably  above  it.  Though  a  fmall  part  in  the  foutheni 
part  of  it  be  open,  fwampy,  and  moorifh,  yet  it  is  fo  far 
from  being  pernicious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
it  feems  to  have  an  oppofite  effect.  I  know  a  perfon  who* 
when  he  lived  in  a  dry  country,  and  on  the  fea  coaft,  had 
frequent  and  fevere  fits  of  the  ague  ;  but,  upon  coming 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  marflry  part  of  this  parifh, 
which  I  have  been  taking  notice  of,  and  into  a  moorifk 
fituation,  he  was  fuon  relieved ;  and  for  a  confiderable 
time  pail,  he  has  had  no  returns  of  his  difeafe.  In  damp 
countries,  and  particularly  among  the  fens  of  Lincoln- 
{hire,  the  ague  is  a  prevailing  malady.  Query.  Is 
there  any  antifeptic  quality  in  the  water  and  exhalations 
of  moffy  *  ground  which  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  this, 
and  other  epidemic  difeafes  ?  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  ague  is  not  a  very  common  malady  in  Scotland. 

Advantages  and  Dif advantages. —It  is  much  to  be  la* 
mented,  that,  excepting  a  fmall  paper  mill;  nothing 
Which  can  be  called  a  manufa&ure,  is  eftablifhed  in  this 
town  or  neighbourhood.  A  few  women  and  girls  get 
employment  by  fewing  or  tambouring  muflin  \  but  the 
young  men,  who  remain  here,  have  no  other  engage- 
ments of  profit,  but  common  labour,  and  the  mechanical 
purfuits  which  are  neceflary  for  the  demands  of  the 
town  and  parts  adjacent.  As  there  is  little  in  which 
childern  can  be  employed,  they  remain  for  a  long  time 
*  burden  on  the  induftry  of  their  parents.  MiU-Calder 
is  well  fituated  for  trade  ;  the  markets  fupply  plenty  of 

provifionsj 

*  That  which  it  ciUed  moft  in  Scotland,  »  the  fubftancc  of  which  peat  * 
and  turf  for  foci  are  formed,  and  contains  in  it  a  gftat  quantity  of  <fe- 
Coropofcd  wood,  and  other  vegetables* 
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j>rovifions,  the  roads  are  good,  and  the  communication 
is  eafy  with  places  of  confequence;  both  at  home  and 
•broad.  There  ate  feveral  water  falls  in  the  neighbour* 
hood;  and  the  value  of  thefe  would  be  the  more  oonfi* 
derable  to  a  manufacturer,  as  they  are  near  the  town, 
where  a  great  number  of  hands  could  be  conveniently 
procured. 

The  principal  disadvantage  attending  this  part  of  the 
tountry,  for  fuch  eftablUhmcnts  as  would  require  much 
fuel,  is  the  dearnefs  of  that  article.  A  few  people  ifc 
the  fouthern  diftrift  of  the  parifli  burn  chiefly  peats  » 
but  coals  are  moft  commonly  made  ufe  of  in  the  other 
divifions  of  it ;  and  as  they  are  brought  from  a  diftance* 
die  price  of  them  is  high.  But  when  I  come  to  treat 
of  minerals,  it  will  appear,  that  we  hare  good  reafon  to 
Jtope  for  a  removal  of  this  difadvantage. 

Seels  and  Parties; — There  is  an  Antiburgher  mect- 
ing-houfe  in  this  parifli,  and  one  belonging  to  the 
Burghers  in  the  parifli  of  Eaft  Calder,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  this  town.  There  are  a  few  perfons  ia 
this  parifli  who  are  of  die  Church  of  England ;  but  as 
there  is  no  minifter  of  that  clafs  of  Chriftians  nearer 
than  Edinburgh,  they  attend  die  church  of  Mid-Calder. 
It  is  pleafing  to  obferve,  that  of  late  the  violence  of  par- 
ty  rage,  in  matters  of  religion,  has  much  fubfided ;  but 
charity  and  brotherly  love  will  not  have  their  defired 
confummation,  till  we  fet  le&  value  upon  fpeculative 
©pinions,  and  judge  of  men  folely  by  true  worth  of 
character. 

Stipend,  Schools,  Poor,  &c— the  manfe,  glebe,  and 
gardens  belonging  to  the  minifter  of  Mid-Calder,  toge- 
ther 
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tber  with  the  ftipend  which  he  receives*  may  be  valued 
*t  ioo  guineas  a-year.  The  houfe  is  good,  and  com- 
tnodious,  and  the  fituation  of  the  glebe  is  beautiful.  It 
has  an  eaftern  afpeft  towards  Calder  wood  *  and  though 
hdjoining  to  the  town,  yet  it  is  fo  well  enclofed  and 
theltered,  that  it  is  very  private,  and  fit  for  retirement.  \ 
— The  emoluments  of  the  parifh  fchoolmafter,  including 
a  good  houfe  and  fchool-room,  his  legal  falary  from  the 
landholders,  and  the  intereft  of  a  fum  of  money,  which 
was  funk  upon  an  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the* 
benefit  of  the  fchoolmafter,-  together  with  the  perquifites 
of  being  clerk  to  the  church  feffion,  independent  of 
fchool  wages,  may,  upon  the  whole,  be  reckoned  equal 
to  39  guineas  a-year.  There  are  other  3  fchools  in  the 
parifh;  but  they  have  no  falary  to  fupport  them.  I 
know  nobody  in  the  parifh,  above  8  or  10  years  of  age, 
who  cannot  read,  and  not  a  few  can  write  and  do  a  lit- 
tle in  accounts.  Thefe  acquirements  whieh  are  fo  com- 
mon among  the  people  in  Scotland*  are  eafily  feen  to 
proceed  from  the  important  regulation  of  having  a 
fchool  with  a  fixed  falary  annexed  to  it,  in  every  pa- 
rifli  *.  If  the  matter  fhould  not  be  popular*  or  if,  ow- 
ing to  diftance  or*  any  other  ciroumftance,  the  eftablifh- 
ed  fchool  does  not  accommodate  the  whole  children  in 
the  parifh,  yet  it  keeps  alive  a  fenfe  of  education  in  the 
country,  and  induces  thofe  who  ftand  in  need,  to  provide 
fchoolmafters  for  the  inftru&ion  of  their  own  families 
and  friends. — There  are  at  prefent  in  this  pariih  only 
I9  poor  perfons,  who  get  a  regular  fupply  of  money  front 
the  church  feffion ;  but  there  are  a  few  more  who  re* 
Vol.  XIV*  Zz  ceive* 

•  The  only  exceptions  to  thti,  I  beliere,  ire  in  large  towns*  wfeere» 
fchoob  are  endowed ;  but  not  for  indrf idaal  parifyen 


362  Statifiical  Aecwnl 

ceive  oceafional  donations.  This  fupport  is  afforded* 
them  by  voluntary  offerings*  which  arc  made  by  people 
at  church,  and  by  levies,  which  the  landholders  nifer 
upon  themfelves  •• 

Valuation  of  the  Lands,  &c— The  ancient  value  feV 
tipon  the  lands  of  this  pariih,  by  which  the  taxes  af- 
fefting  die  property  in  land  are  paid,  amounts  to  5157I. 
ros.  Scotch  money  ;  the  prefent  rental  of  the  whole  pa- 
riih is  about  2519L  Sterling.  The  produce  of  the  dif- 
ferent farms,  befides  a  considerable  quantity  of  hay, 
which  is  fold  at  Edinburgh  and  other  places,  feeds  480 
black  cattle,  aoo  horfes,  and  2300  flieep.  Horfes  are- 
more  numerous  here  than  in  fome  other  parts,  as  the 
farmers  rear  feveral  for  the  market.  Comparatively 
fpeaking,  there  are  few  fwine  or  pigs  in  the  pariih. 

Hunting*  Fi/bing,  Fowling,  &c.— Foxes  are  not  fcarctT 
in  the  pariih,  and  hares  are  very  numerous.  There  are 
plenty  of  trouts  in  the  rivers  near  this  town,  and  a  few 
eels  ;  but  no  falmon  come  fo  far  up  the  Almond  as  Mid- 
Calder.  In  favourable  feafons,  the  fportiman  may  find 
no  inconfiderable  number  of  groufe,  partridges,  wood- 
cocks, and  fnipes  in  the  pariih.  We  have  here  the 
blackbird  and  thruih,  the  lark,  linnet,  and  goldfinch, 
as  well  as  the  other  fowls  and  birds  which  are  commofi 
in  general  to  Scotland.     In  Calder  wood  the  bullfinches 

are 

*  Though  there  be  00  poor's  rates  eftabli&ed  by  law  in  Scotland,  yet 
by  old  ac*U  of  the  Scotch  parliament,  the  landlords  are  required  to  re- 
lieve the  pfloiyand  attend  to  their  condition  ;  but  by  the  fame  aAs,  they 
are  empowered  to  raife  one  half  of  the  money,  which  they  lay  out  for 
this  purpofe,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih,  who  are  not  on  the  poor's 
roll. 
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<*fe  pretty  numerous ;  and  this  is  the  more  remarkable* 
as  they  are  not  common  in  the  neighbourhood* 

Manners,  mode  of  Living,  Drefs  and  Cujloms — The 
planners  of  the  prefent  generation  are  more  fimple  than 
thofe  of  the  preceding ;  and  though  we  have  reafon  to 
jnourn  over  prevailing  vices,  yet  feme  of  the  more,  flag- 
rant breaches  of  decency  and  virtue,  fuch  as  profane 
f wearing  and  drunkennefs,  are  not  fo  common  in  the 
more  improved  circles  as  they  were  formerly.  The 
people  here  are,  upon  the  whole,  fober  and  virtuous  ; 
though  we  muft  exped  to  find  among  thejn  fome  of  the 
yices  which  prevail  in  fimilar  fituations* 

The  old  farm  houfes  and  cottages  in  the  parifh  are 
jnoftly  built  of  ftone  and  lime,  but  all  thatched,  have 
fmall  windows,  and  few  accommodations.  Several  of 
jthofe  which  have  been  more  recently  reared  are  covered 
with  flates  or  tiles,  have  fafh  windows,  and  are  more 
.commodious  ;  but,  except  in  upper  ftories,  we  generally 
find  them  with  earthen  floors,  which  are  often  damp,  and 
neither  cleanly  nor  healthful.  Gentlemens  houfes  are, 
many  of  them,  built  with  elegance  and  tafte  in  various 
parts  of  this  cauntry.  There  are  no  old  caflles  in  the 
neighbourhood  which  are  capable  of  being  inhabited. 

Oat  meal  made  into  porridge,  and  a  thin,  hard  kind 
of  bread,  made  alfo  of  oat  meal,  together  with  milk, 
butter  and  cheefe,  oonftitute  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
food,  which  is  common  to  the  inferior,  as  well  as  the 
middle  clafles  of  the  people.  Butcher  meat  is  more  in 
ufe  among  them  of  late,  and  the  pra&ioe  of  drinking  tea 
is  every  day  becoming  more  common.  Not  many  years 
ago,  loaves  made  of  flour  were  rarely  to  be  found  in 
the  country,  unlet  in  gentlemens  families;  but  now 

Z  z  %  (hey 
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they  are  more  frequently  made  ufe  of  by  all  ranks  mi 
the  people. 

The  tartan  *  or  red  plaids,  clofe  caps,  with  or  with* 
out  ribbons,  gowns,  petticoats,  and  ftockings  of  home 
manufa&ure,  which,  30  or  40  years  ago,  conftituted  the 
drefs  of  women  in  the  inferior  conditions  of  life,  gra- 
dually gave  way  to  clothes  made  of  red  or  blue  Engliib 
lloth,  and  other  approaches  to  an  improved  drefs ;  and 
thefe  in  their  turn  are  now  yielding  to  the  drefs  cap, 
the  filk  bonnet,  or  beaver  hat,  printed  or  other  cotton 
gowns,  white  petticoats,  white  thread  or  cotton  ftock- 
ings, and  fine  fhoes  or  flippers.  Formerly  the  bcft  hand-* 
kerchiefs  for  the  neck  were  ftrong  cambrick,  but  now* 
they  are  of  fine  muflin,  and  fometimes  there  is  an  addin 
(ion  of  a  fhawl,  of  5s.  or  7s.  value. 

With  refpeft  to  the  men,  labourers  and  mechanicks4 
20  years  ago,  wore  a  woollen  bonnet  on  their  head,  they 
had  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches  of  cloth,  which  wa$ 
manufa&ured  in  private  families ;  their  ftockings  were 
fpun  and  knit  a*  home,  or  by  feme  neighbours  \  an4 
their  fhoes  were  rather  ftrong  than  neat.  Now  they 
wear  hats  of  different  qualities,  coats  of  Englifh  made 
cloth,  ftriped  or  white  waiftcoats,  corduroy  or  fuftant 
breeches,  fine  cotton  or  thread  ftockings,  and  flight  neat 
fhoes.  Thus  they  are  equipped  when  they  are  in  drefs ; 
but  in  days  of  labour,  they  are  clothed  in  a  way  more 
fuitable  to  their  various  engagements.  As  to  the  higher 
ranks  of  both  fezes,  their  drefs  is  much  the  fame  as  it 
is  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  ifiand,  and  the  fafhions  0$ 
London  foon  find  their  way  hither. 

I  find  no  cuftoms  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  country; 
In  general,  the  people  are  attached  to  that  which  was 

the 

*  A  well  known  Highland  mannft&ujcc. 
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the  praftice  of  their  forefathers ;  though  the  changes 
attending  times  and  circumftances  be  gradually  produ- 
cing their  effcfts.  In  what  relates  to  agriculture,  food, 
and  clothing,  they  have  departed  fartheft  from  the  ha- 
bits of  their  anceflors. 

Though  the  Scotch  be  the  prevailing  language  of  th€ 
country,  yet,  by  the  influence  of  thofe  who  have  a  more 
extended  intercourfe  with  the  world,  the  people  here  arc 
making  evident  approaches  toward  a  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Englifh  tongue,  which  is  the  more 
defirahle,  as,  fince  the  union  of  England  and  Scotland, 
*he  language  of  the  court  of  London  has  been  received 
as  the  ftandavd  language  of  the  united  kingdoms. 

Feudal  Cujloms. — All  the  eftates  in  Scotland  hold  of 
the  Crown  or  Prince  of  Wales,  by  a  nominal  or  trifling 
quit  rent ;  and  the  original  proprietors,  when  difpofing 
of  their  lands,  frequently  fold  them  under  the  condition 
of  receiving  a  fmall  annual  feu-duty,  or  chief  rent.  The 
fame  prafiice  is  continued  till  this  day  ;  confequently  a 
perfon  may  enjoy  a  large  eftate,  which  is  aH  fubjeA  to 
a  feu-duty,  payable  to  him  who  holds  immediately  of 
the  Crown  or  the  Prince. — Many  formers  in  this  pa- 
ri(h,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  are  bound  to 
have  their  grain  ground  at  certain  mills,  which  belong 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  eftates  on  which  they  live* 
This  is  called  thirlage,  and  is  confidered  as  a  grievance, 
as  they  not  only  pay  more  than  when  they  are  left  at 
liberty,  but  as  they  are  thus  prevented  from  going  where 
(heir  convenience  or  intereft  leads  them. 

Mines,  Minerals  y  &c— There  are  every  where  many 

indications  of  coal  in  this  neighbourhood,  fuch  as  in- 

c  4uratcd 
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durated  clay,  and  a  petriolic  fchiftus,  whjch  burns  with 
ft  bright  flame,  but  leaves  a  large  refidue  of  allies. 
Schiftus  of  this  kind  feems  to  differ  very  little  from 
coal,  but  by  having  combined  with  it  a  fmaller  quantity 
b£  the  bituminous  principle.  Moreover,  coal  has  been 
got  in  different  parts  of  the  country  not  far  from  this  j 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  circumftances  will  occur, 
.which  will  give  fufficient  encouragement  to  have  it 
wrought  for  the  benefit  of  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 
There  is  good  free  ftone  in  the  pariih  -,  not  much  gra- 
nite, and  many  of  the  rocks  are  a  fpecies  of  indurated 
flay.  There  is  plenty  of  iron  ftone,  and  fome  of  it 
jeffervefces  conficjerably  with  an  acid.  There  is  alfo 
lime  ftone  ;  and  in  the  pariih  of  Eaft  Galder,  about  x 
mile  from  this  town,  Lord  Morton  has  a  quarry,  where 
jthe  ftratum  is  60  feet  in  thicknefs. — Upon  the  whole, 
let  me  quote  a  paffage  from  a  furvey,  which  Mr.  Wil- 
liams has  lately  made  of  the  eftates  belonging  to  Mr 
William  Auguftus  Cunyngham  of  Livingfton,  Baronet, 
which  are  in  this  neighbourhood,  contiguous  to  the  ri- 
vers Briech  and  Almond.  "  Befide  the  coal  and  lime, 
the  quantity  of  good  iron  ftone  which  erodes  thefe  ri- 
vers is  fo  very  great,  that  if  a  canal  come  this  way," 
which  has  lately  been  in  contemplation,  "  the  vicinity 
of  thefe  rivers  will  foon  become  an  important  fcene  of 
manufactures  and  very  ufefyl  improvements." 

On  the  eftate  of  Letham,  belonging  to  Sir  W.  A. 
Cunyngham  there  is  a  fpring  of  fulphureous  water.  It 
does  not  appear  to  be  different  from  other  fountains  of 
that  kind.  Like  the  waters  of  JIarrowgate,  and  other 
fulphureous  fprings,  it  has  been  found  to  be  beneficial 
in  various  riifeafes ;  but  more  efpecially  in  cafes  of  fcro- 
fula  and  gravel.     The  influence  which  has  been  afcribed 

to 
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to  the  carbonic  acid  in  calculous  affeftions,  might  lead  z 
perfon  to  fuppofe,  that  it  contains  a  portion  of  that  acid j 
tut  it  was  evident  to'  me,  on  examination,  that  it  did' 
not.  Dr.  Beddoes,  in  his  Obfervations  on  the  Nature 
and  Cure  of  Calculus;,  &c.  afferts,  that  it  is  not  the 
carbonic  acid,  but  the  alkali  ;  which  is  generally  admi- 
niftered  along  with  this  acid,  which  has  the  medicinal 
effeft.  Perhaps  it  may  be  allowed,  that  they  both  have 
a  tendency  to  remove  this  difeafe.  The  alkali  then, 
which,  in  conjun&ion  with  the  fulphur,  forms  the  he- 
patic fmell  of  thefe  waters,  may  be  the  principal  agent 
which  yields  relief  to  patients  in  cafes  of  gravel ;  and 
the  attenuated  fulphur,  which  conftitutes  a  part  of  the 
hepatic  vapour,  may  be  the  mean  of  promoting  a  cure 
in  fcrofulous  diforders.  But  the  truth  is,  that  in  mi- 
neral and  calcareous  waters  there  are  many  combina* 
rlons,  and  volatile  fubftances,  whofe  nature  and-  effects 
are  hitherto  unknown. 

Eminent  and  Remarkable  Chara&ers.— Among  the  few 
jterfons  of  note  in  this  pariib,  whole  names  have  been 
handed  down  to  us,  I  (hall  begin  with  Sir  James  Sandi- ' 
lands  of  Calder.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  eminence, 
and  being  a  knight  of  the  order  of  Malta,  he  was,  by 
his  worth  and  influence,  raifed  to  ifhc  preceptory  of 
Torphichen,  in  the  county  of  Linlithgow,  where  the 
order  to  which  he  belonged  had  their  principal  refidence 
in  Scotland,  and  where  the  ruins  of  their  houfe  and 
chapel  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  He  was  engaged  in  feveral 
important  negotiations  during  the  Reformation  of  reli- 
gion in  Scotland ;  and  when  Popery  was  overturned,  the 
•preceptory  of  Torphichen  was  converted  into  a  tempo- 
ral barony,  and  it,  together  with  the  title  and  dignity 

of 
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of  a  Lord  of  Parliament,  was  conferred  on  Sir  James  i 
for  which  he  immediately  paid  10,000  crowns,  and  be- 
came bound  that  500  merks  fliould  be  paid  annually  to 
the  fovereign,  by  htm  and  thofe  who  mould  fucceed  him. 
The  title  has  remained  in  the  family  ever  finCe  ;  and 
the  prefent  reprefentative  is  the  Right  Honourable  James 
Sandilands  Lord  Torphichen.  This  family  have  long 
been  refpe&able,  not  only  for  the  rank  in  which  they 
are  placed,  but  alfo  for  their  decency  of  condud,  and 
their  attention  to  the  duties  of  religion. 

Mr.  John  Spottifwood,  of  the  family  of  that  name  in 
Merfe,  was  parfon  of  Calder  Comitis.  He  refided  here 
chiefly,  during  the  perilous  times  of  the  Reformation. 
When  the  ferment  fubnded,  he  was  chofen  fuperintend- 
snt  of  the  churches  in  Lothian,  Merfe,  and  Teviotdale> 
as  the  bifliops  had  loft  their  power,  and  the  Prefbyte- 
rian-  form  of  government,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  was  not 
then  eftablifhed.  He  difcharged  the  duties  connected 
with  his  ftation,  fo  as  to  merit  refped  and  approbation  *• 
When  he  became  old  and  infirm,  his  fon  John,  at  the 
age  of  18,  fucceeded  him,  as  parfon  of  Calder  Comitis. 
Sut  he  did  not  long  continue  in  this  fituation :  he  was 
made  Archbimop  of  Glafgow,  after  the  hierarchy  of  the 
Church  of  England  prevailed  in  Scotland,  as  it  did  for 
a  time  ;  he  was  one  of  King.  James  I.  of  England's  Privy 
Counsellors  j  crowned  Charles  the  Firft.  in  the  chapel  of 
Holyroodhoufe  ;  and  died  Archbifhop  of  St.  Andrew's. 
He  was  the  fame  Spottifwood  who  wrote  a  Hiftory  of 

the  Church  of  Scotland  f. 

Antiquities* 

*  See  Spottifwood's  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  page  344. 
•f  A  pcrfon  of  the  name  of  Moodie,  whp  appears  to  have  been  a  nt<- 
yxt  ox  inhabitant  of  thi*  place,  yna  carrier  while  the  plague  wai  in  Scot- 
land*' 
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Antiquities. — Not   many  roods  to  the  S.  of  Calder 
xnanfe,  ftands  the  houfe  of  Greenbank,  which  has  a  gar- 
den and  a  few  acres   of  land  belonging  to  it.     It  was 
formerly  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  fuperintendant  Spottif- 
-wood  and  his  fon,  as  it  appears  both  from  tradition,  and 
the  following  quotation  from  an  old  deed  of  conveyance: 
**  All  and  whole  that  manfion  houfe,  built  l?y  the  de- 
ceafed  Mr.  John  Spottifwood,  grandfather  of  uinquhilJ, 
that   is,    deceafed,    Sir    John  Spottifwood    of   Dairfie, 
Knight,  and  by  the  deceafed   John  Archbifhop  of  St.. 
Andrew's."     The   property   was   lately  purchafed  by 
Lord  Torphichen.     In  the  houfe,  there  is  a  portrait  of 
the  fuperintendant  j  and  till  lately,  there  was  a  bed  in 
it,  which  had  probably  belonged  to  the  family  of  the 
archbifliop.     The  polls  of  it  were  mafly,  and  had  vari- 
ous figures  carved  upon  it.     It  flood  in  a  clofef,  which 
is  lined  with  tapeftry,  in  excellent  preservation. 

Calderhoufe,  the  feat  of  Lord  Torphichen,  is  fituatecj 
*  little  to  the  W.  of  the  town.  In  the  gallery  of  paint- 
ings there,  I  found  tne  following  inscription  on  the  back 
of  Mr.  Knox's  pifture.  "  Mr.  Jphn  Knox.  The  fi>ft 
facrament  of  the  fupper  given  in  Scotland  after  the  Re- 
formation, was  difpenfed  by  him  in  this  hall."  Between 
Calderhoufe  and  the  town,  at  the  top  of  the  paffage, 
which  leads  by  the  fide  of  the  churchyard,  there  is  a 
fingle  plane  tree.  The  trunk  of  it  is  14  feet  high,  the 
Vol.  XIV.  $  A  circuov* 

land.  He  took  pnmnons  to  Edinburgh,  though  the  contagion  was  pe- 
culiarly dreadful  there.  He  efcaped  the  infection,  as  it  would  appear, 
and  amaCT'd  a  confidcrabie  fortune,  by  being  well  paid,  as  we  may  pre  • 
fume,  for  the  dinger  which  he  encountered.  He  Ufc  a  fum  of  money  fer 
the  bine  fit  of  a  fchoolmaftcr  in  Calder,  the  intercft  of  which  is  annexed 
to  the  f  \  iry  paid  by  the  landholders,  for  the  fupport  of  our  parifh  fchoof. 
It  i«  alfo  faid,  that  he  dwotcd  more  of  his  property  to  other  purpofes  o£ 
utility  and  bcncvolcr.ee. 
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circumference  of  (he  thickeft  part  18  feet,  and  the  bra**" 
ches  fpread  themfelves  out  at  lead  30  feet  on  either  fide* 
On  the  whole,  it  has  a  grand,  as  well  as  an  anqient  ap— 
pearance  •• 

The  church  of  Mid-Calder  is  built  in  (he  Gothic 
planner.    There  is  no  date  nor  record,  by  which  tho 
time  of  its  ere&ion  can  be  ascertained.     There  is  only 
that  part  of  the  edifice,  which  was  intended  for  (be  chan- 
cel.    The  building  xnuft  either  have  been  flopped  by  the 
want    of  money,'  or    by   the   agitations    which  took 
place  during  the  time  of  the  Reformation.     l*he  ol4 
building  being  too  fmall  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
people,  it  was  deemed  necefiary  to  enlarge  it.     The  new 
ere&ion  is  at  the  W.  end ;  and  not  being  built  in  the 
lame  ftyle,  rather  hurts  the  appearance  without ;  but  the 
additional  part  is  not  much  feen  from  the  ftreet.     The 
church  within  is  both  neat  and  commodious. 

On  both  fides  of  the  river  Almond,  but  efpccially 
on  the  fouthern  banks,  from  Livingfton,  to  its  conflu- 
ence with  the  fea  below  Kirklifton,  which  is  a  fpace 
of,  at  leaft,  14  or  15  miles,  there  have  been  found 
many  Ikeletons  of  the  human  body  remaining  in  ftone 
coffins.  It  appears,  that  the  Almond  was  coafidered  aa 
an  important  pafs,  and,  on  fome  extraordinary  occafion, 
was  obftinately  defended  by  two  contending  armies. 
Without  any  pofitive  proof,  and  amidft  many  conjectures, 
it  is  impoflibk  to  know  whether  it  happened  when  the 
Saxons  drove  the  natives  to  the  N.  fide  of  the  Forth,  or 
in  the  days  when  the  PiQs  and  Scots  were  at  war,  or 

when 

41  There  are  large  protnberancet  upon  the  tree,  where  we  are  told  the 
jaga  were  formerly  fixed.  The  word  jugi  is  probably  derived  from 
the  Latin  }*g*m.  They  are  two  bene  pieces  of  iron,  which  were  pad* 
locked  about  the  neck  of  culprit*,  for  certain  fmall  offence*.  So  far  at  I 
know,  the  vfe  of  them  ii  new  entirely  laid  ad de\  L  '      X 
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When  Malcolm,  the  general  of  the  heir  6f  the  Scotch 
fcrown,  was  attacked  by  the  Emperor  Conftantine  IV. 
Nay,  for  any  thing  we  can  {how  to  the  contrary,  it  may 
tiave  taken  place  at  fome  critical  period,  the  hiftory  of 
Which  has  not  been  tranfmitted!  to  us,  and  which  is  now 
Ho  otherwife  known;  but  by  the  dreadful  memorials 
which  are  held  out  to  us  by  the  remains  df  fo  many  war- 
riors flain  in  the  field  *. 

Thete  are  feveral  mounds  in  this  neighbourhood' 
frhich  appear  to  be  barrows,  Where  dead  bodies  were  de- 
pofited.  This  mode  of  burying  was  as  ancient  as  the 
liege  of  Troy  f. 

Report  bears;  that  in  the  battle  Which  has  been  alluded 
to,  a  confiderable  perfon;  or  leader;  fell;  who  was  buried 
in  the  churchyard  of  Eaft  Calder.  The  done  which 
marks  the  fpot  where  his  body  was  laid,  is  (till  to  be 
feen  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  church,  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  wall,  and  nearly  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  it.  The 
ftone  ii  a  fegment  of  an  o£tagon,  containing  4  of  its  fides* 
jAi  It 

*  That  this  conHic*  wat  about  the  end  of  the  itfth  century,  between 
fconftantine  and  Malcolm,  feemt  to  be  Supported  by  the  following  in- 
fcription,  which  was  taken  maay  years  ago  from  a  (tone  which  ftande 
near  Kirklifton;  and  which,  by  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  is  called 
Can  Stane. 

"  In  Hoc  Turn.  Jac.  Contlan.  Vac  VIA.  | ." 
#  1  have  feen  a  different  copy  of  this  inscription ;  but  it  was  not  fo  per* 
fed,  and  was  probably  transcribed  at  a  later  period,  when  the  lettcrt 
were  more  defaced*  It  may  be  ©bje&ed,  that  if  any  of  the  Romans  had 
Isllon  in  this  battle*  we  might  hare  found  allies  and  urns;  bat  neither 
bones  nor  coffins  belonging  to  them.  To  which  it  m*y  be  anfwered* 
that  burning  the  dead  was  not  general  among  the  Romans,  till  toward 
the  end  of  the  Republic;  and  that  it  gradually  fell  into  difnfe.  and  was 
altogether  laid  afide  about  th  end  of  the  4th  century, 
i  See  DaUel's  Tranflation  of  Chevalier's  Plains  of  Troy,  chap.  n*-i6\ 

I  Su  Marl  Busbans  Dj/iuirft  *#  tk§  fmmmttmtnt  *f  tb$  Jmtimriin  £•- 
***  in  Mdhhrz*. 
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It  has  the  refemblance  of  a  fpear,  or  crofs,  elevated  on  >+ 
pole  cut  upon  the  top  of  it.  The  warriors  name  is  faid 
to  have  been  Clair  ;  and  hence  we  may  fuppofe  the  pa-* 
rifh  of  Eail  Calder  was  anciently  called  Calder  Cleri- 
cus  :  And  hence  too,  perhaps,  if  he  were  a  Chriitian,  may 
have  been  derived  the  fnrname,  St.  Clair,  or  Sinclair. 

Witchcraft.— -There  is  a  well  known  report,  that,  in 
days  of  old,  witches  were  burnt  at  Calder,  A  mound 
between  the  northern  part  of  this  town,  and  the  banks 
of  the  river  Almond,  is  pointed  out  as  the  fcene  of  their 
jfufferings.  But,  if  ever  thefe  afts  of  cruelty  were 
realized  in  this  place,  they  mud  have  been  done  at  fo 
remote  a  period,  that  nothing  but  a  vague  tradition  now 
remains.  It  is  an  undoubted  faft,  however,  that  about 
the  end  of  the  lad  century,  perfons  accufed  of  witch- 
craft were  examined  and  watched  in  the  town  of  Mid* 
Calder ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  were  doomed 
to  the  flames.  The  intention  of  keeping  them  in  con- 
finement, was  to  bring  them  to  a  confeffion  of  their  guilt. 
They  were  extremely  careful  te  keep  them  awake  ;  for 
an  idea  was  entertained,  that  if  they  were  permitted  to 
deep,  their  fpirits  left  them,  and  went  abroad  to  do  mif- 
chief*. 

It 

*  There  are  people  living  at  this  day,  who  have  in  their  yonth  converted 
With  fame  of  thofe  who  were  employed  to  guard  perfons  fufpedted  of 
•witchcraft.  The  method  which  they  took  to  keep  them  awake,  was  to 
pierce  their  flclh  with  pins,  needles,  \wh,  or  other  (harp  pointed  inftro- 
ments  *To  refcue  them  from  that  oppreflion,  which  fleep  impofed  upon 
their  almoft  exhauftcd  nature,  they  fometimes  made  ufe  of  irons,  heated 
to  a  (late  of  redoefs.  Arnot,  in  his  Criminal  Trials,  mentions  devices  of 
cruelty  more  inhuman  (till,  which,  in  fome  places,  had  been  exercifed  ori 
perfons  who  were  accufed  of  a  fpirit  of  witchcraft.  When  thofe  of  in- 
ftrior  fortitude  rcfuicd,  under  the  common  inftruments  of  torture,  to  ac- 
knowledge 
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It  behoves  us  to  rejoice,  that  we  lire  in  happier  times,  - 
when  the  darknefs  of  error  is  faft  giving  way  to  the 
light  of  reafon,  truth,  and  fcience.  As  this  darknefs  is 
removed,  fo  will  thofe  opinions,  prejudices,  and  fpe&res 
die,  to  which  ignorance  and  credulity  gave  birth.  I 
cannot  fay,  that  the  belief  in  witchcraft  has  entirely  left 
the  people  in  this  parifh  ;  but  it  appears  to  have  little 
influence  either  on  their  lives  or  their  conduA.  While 
fbme  give  no  credit  to  it  at  all,  but  impute  the  whole 
of  it  to  delufion,  the  moft  general  opinion'  among  the 
common  people,  is,  that  it  did  formerly  prevail ;  but 
they  are  convinced,  that  the  power  of  the  gofpel  has  now 
put  it  to  flight.  May  the  human  mind  daily  increafe  in 
wifdom,  and  affert  more  and  more  its  native  dignity,  tiJLl 
it  rife  fuperior  to  folly,  fuperftition,  and  vice  ! 

knowledge  themfelves  guilty,  they  infli&ed  torment*  upon  a  friend,  a  huf«» 
band,  or  even  a  darling  infant ;  adding  .the  moft  exquifite  fenfibility  of 
mind  to  the  acuteft  paint  of  the  body,  and  thus  compelling  them  to  fay 
any  thing  which  their  enemies  defired ;  at.  in  that  fituation  they  muft 
have  preferred  death,  however  dreadful,  to  a  life  of  mifery  and  defpair. 
Bat  among  thofe  who  were  tried  for  witchcraft,  we  may  believe,  that 
many  foppofed,  and  were  convinced,  that  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  ita 
power.  The  fame  fpirit  of  credulity,  which  led  people,  in  general,  at 
that  time,  to  believe  in  witchcraft,  would  induce  fome  of  the  weaker 
fort  to  imagine,  that  they  were  endued  with  the  art.  Thofe  who  dealed 
in  witchcraft  ufed  enchantments;  and  among  the  variety  which  they  em- 
ployed, it  is  more  than  probable,  that  fome  of  thofe  things  which  they 
had  a  wilb  to  accompliih,  really  took  place  in  the  common  courfe  of 
events.  When  an  inftance  or  two  of  this  kind  happened,  they  were  at 
firmly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  done  by  their  power,  as  the  few  who,  in 
fliftant  places,  even  yet  pretend  to  charms,  are  fully  perfuaded,  that,  by 
thefe  meant,  they  can  prevent  difaftcrt,  or  cure  difeafes.     , 
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NUMBER     XXlfc 
PARISH  of   SFEYMOUTH. 

(COUNT!  AND  SlNOD   OF  MURRAY,   PRESBYTERY  *4 
EL6IK.) 

£y  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Giixa*, 


Situation,  Extent,  &c. 

THE  parifb  of  Speymouth  is  bounded  by  the  Murray 
Frith  on  the  N.,  and  by  the  river  Spey^  whktt 
Separates  it  from  the  county  of  Banff,  on  the  E.  It 
extends  about  6\  miles  in  length  from  N.  to  S.,  and 
about  ii,  at  an  average,  in  breadth  from  E.  to  W.  It 
is  compofed  of  the  2  old  pariflies  of  Effil  and  Dippk,' 
which  were  united  in  the  1731,  when  the  prefent  name 
was  given  to  the  united  parifh,  from  its  fituation  at  the 
mouth  of  Spey.  The  harbour,  or  mouth  of  Spey,  is* 
according  to  obfervation  on  the  fpot,  W.  longitude  5 
deg.  6  min.,  latitude  57  deg.  41  min.  * 


*  A  few  of  the  names  of  the  placet  appear  to  be  of  Gaelic  extraction,  tl 
PippW  the  name  of  one  of  the  old  parilhcs,  it  fart  to  fignifjr  the  «  black 
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face  of  the  Country,  Soil  and  Climate. —At  the  dis- 
tance of  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fea,  the  ground  rifes 
fuddenly  to  a  fmali  hill.  Beyond  this,  there  is  alxnoft 
one  continued  plain  for  3^  miles  in  length,  and  about 
li  in  breadth,  bounded  on  the  fide  towards  the  river  by 
9.  fteep  bank  from  40  to  50  feet  in  height.  At  the  end 
of  this  plain,  the  ground  again  rifes  and  terminates  in  a 
high  hill  to  the  S.  The  foil  is  for  the  moft  part  light. 
About  one  half  of  the  arable  ground  is  good  fertile  foil, 
|>eing  a  light  loam,  of  fufficient  depth,  on  a  bottom  of 
black  earth  or  clay  ;  the  other  half  is  a  thin,  gravelly, 
Iharp  foil,  on  a  hard  gravelly  bottom  ;  in  fome  parts  it 
is  fandy.  The  grounds  below  the  bank  above  mention- 
ed! and  between  it  and  the  river,  are  almoft  all  very 
good  foil,  efpecially  that  part  towards  the  S.,  called  the 
Haugh  of  Dipple,  extending  about  a  mile  in  length,  and 
3_4ths  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  The  cultivated  ground  lies* 
for  the  moft  part,  on  the  fide  towards  the  river ;  but 
towards  the  two  extremities,  it  falls  back  nearly  the 
whole  breadth  of  the  parifh.  About  the  middle  alfo, 
there  are  2  pretty  ext'enfive  farms  near  the  boundary  to 
the  W.  The  cultivated  ground  is  equal  to  about  one 
third  part  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  parifli :  the  pa  (lure 
ground  will  be  about  530  acres  :  there  are  about  300 
acres  in  plantations  of  wood  :  about  50  acres  of  mofi| 
ground :  zio  acres  of  pebbles,  or  bare  beach,  along  thq 

river 


•r  deep  pool/'  vir.  in  the  river  Spey.  EfliI,  the  name  of  the  other,  it 
laid  to  fignify  "  low."  Garmouth,  or,  a«  it  is  commonly  pronounced,  and 
probably  forald  be  written  Garmach,  a  town  or  village  Htuatcd  at  the 
moutb  of  Spcy,  is  faidto  fignify  the  "  rough  outlet,"  either  from  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  river,  or  the  roughnefs  of  the  beach  near  it*  rnooth.  Baha. 
coul,  the  •*  town  of  Caul :"  JUunan,  a  '*  low  ljin%  place  on  the  fide  of 
a  riTtr." 
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river  and  fea  fide :  all  the  reft,  equal  to  about  ihe  half 
of  the  whole  extent  of  the  parifh,  is  moor. 

The  air  is  pur*»,  the  climate  comparatively  temperate; 
and  mild,  and  the  fituation  confequently  healthy.  Thfc 
mod  prevalent  complaint  feems  to  be  rheumatifin, 
which  may  proceed  chiefly  from  an  inattention  to  wet 
clothes,  and  from  the  cold  N.  E.  winds  in  fpring.  It  has 
been  long  faid,  that  the  low  part  of  Murray  has  4?  days 
more  of  fair  weather  in  the  year  than  any  other  coun- 
try in  the  N.  of  Scotland ;  and  this  part  of  it  towards 
Spcy  is  reckoned  the  drieft  part  of  the  country.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  that  from  April  to  OSober,  we  have, 
generally  much  more  dry  weather  than'  the  countries 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Indeed,  what  the  farmer  fears 
moft,  in  the  low  part  of  Murray,  is  the,  droughts  that 
often  take  place  here  in  the  month  of  July.  But  it  may 
be  bbferved,  that  the  lighrnefs  and  thinnefs  of  our  foil 
in  general  renders  it  particularly  liable  to  injury  from 
drought.  For  the  fame  reafon,  a  fhowery  fummer  i$ 
very  favourable  to  it,  and  even  that  quantity  of  rain? 
which  is  kery  hurtful  in  moft  parts  of  Scotland  through 
the  fummct',  and  efpecially  in  the  higher  parts  of  the, 
country  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  beneficial  thrpugh  the 
greateft  part  of  the  low  country  of  Murray,  and  efpe- 
cially in  this  parifh.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1782, 
when  there  was  fuch  a  failure  in  the  crop  through  the 
greateft  part  of  Scotland,  from  the  exceffive  rains,  it  is 
believed,  there  was  a  fufficiency  here  for  the-confump- 
tion  of  the  country  ;  and  that  many  of  our  farmers  made, 
more  profit  than  ufual  by  that  crop,  from  the  high 
prices.  It  has  been  obferved  by  many,  that  the  fum- 
xners  have  been  more  rainy  fince  the  year  1782,  than 
for  a  confiderable  time  before,  and  that  the  crops  in  our 

dry 


Of Spey mouth,  377 

ivy  ligfct  grounds  have  consequently  been  better.  The 
medium  depth  of  rain  water  fallen  in  a  year,  will  be 
about  24  inches* 

The  moft  prevalent  \yinds  all  along  the  coaft  of  Mur- 
ray are  from  the  S.  W.  They  may  be  faid  to  prevail 
for  two-thirds  of  the  year.'  Perhaps  the  greateft  defeft 
in  the  temperature  of  our  climate  is  the  cold  N.  E. 
winds,  that  commonly  preyail  in  the  months  of  April 
and  May,  which  often  retard  the  growth  of  the  corns, 
and  efpecially  of  the  grafs,  and  are  very  fevere  on  deli- 
cate conftitutions.  This  is  an  inconvenience  that  is  felt 
over  almoft  all  the  £.  coaft  of  Britaip  j  but  is  particu- 
larly fo  in  fituations  like  this,  which  are  open,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  N.  and  E.  Perhaps  it  might  tend  to  leflen 
•fhis  inconvenience,  if  ftrips  of  wood  were  planted  a$  cer- 
tain diftances  where  the  country  is  level. 

Population,  &c. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report, 
the  population  in  1755  was  994.  The  number  of  fouls 
in  this  parifli,  according  to  an  accurate  lift  taken  in 
1792,  is  1347. 


Males,         -          -         655 

From  20  to  50,     -     512 

fetoales,            -            692 

From  50  to  70,     -     216 

Under  10  years  of  age,  304 

From  70  to  80,     -       86 

From  xo  to  20,      -       210 

From  80  to  90,     -      19 

Twp  or  three  of  which  laft  are  90,  or  on  the  verge  of  it. 
The  number  of  houfes  inhabited  is  310*  The  mynber 
of  perfons  to  a  family  is  4f,  at  an  average.— The  rt- 
gifter  of  baptifms,  deaths,  and  marriages  is  not  com- 
plete for  many  years  paft,  as  the  people  will  not  always 
be  at  the  trouble  and  ezpenfe  to  have  them  recorded. 
This  has  been  the  cafe,  efpecially  fince  the  duty  was  im- 
yofed.  But,  from  notes  taken  by  the  minifter  for  fome 
Vol.  XIV*  3  B  time 
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time  paft,  the  average  number  of  marriages  for  a  yesr 
appears  to  be  10  ;  of  deaths,  a8  ;  of  baptifms,  43,  The 
number  of  the  males  baptifed  is  to  that  of  the  female* 
as  17  to  16  #. 

There  are  in  this  parifli  at  prefent  12  EagliJh  and  * 
Irifhmen.  There  are  5  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion  ;  40 
Roman  Catholicks ;  all  the  reft  are  of  the  Eftabliihfex! 
Church. — There  are  71  farmers,  8  weavers,  7  tailors, 
5  blackfmiths,  3  coopers,  10  joiners,  3a  (hip  carpenters 
and  blockmakers,  26  fawers,  8  few  millers,  3  corn  mil- 
lers, 30  feamen,  6  fhopkeepers,  45  falmon  fifhers,  8 
ferrymen,  5  inn  and  ale-houfe  keepers  ;  the  reft  are 
fervants,  cottagers,  day-labourers,  carriers,  Sec. 

Agriculture. — This  cannot  be  faid  to  be  yet  in  a  ftafe 
of  great  improvement  in  this  parifli  in  general*    Some 

of 

•  The  parifli  regifter  was  kept  by  a  former  minifter,  from  the  1731  to 
fhe  1750;  and  as  it  hat  every  appearance  of  uncommon  accuracy,  it  may 
be  proper  to  infert  fomc  notes  from  it  here. 

The  number  of  fouls  in  the  parifli  in  the  year  1736,  isftated  to  be  994. 
of  which  the  examinable  perfons  are  844 ;  the  children  not  examinable 
150.  The  average  of  baptifins  for  a  year,  of  9  years,  of  which  the  above 
year  (1736)  is  the  middle,  that  is,  from  173*  to  1740,  inclufive,  is  35 
7-9thi.  The  number  of  males  baptifed  during  all  thefe  years  is  1 6a ;  of 
female?,  is  x6e»  The  average  of  marriages  for  the  lame  time  is  8.  The 
average  of  burials  is  24  i-9th;  of  which  there  is  about  1  5th  more  of  fe- 
males than  males ;  vis.  males  10  8-oths,  females  13  a-9ths.  A  greater 
numwfcr  of  years  is  not  taken,  becaufe  the  regifter  is  not  complete  before 
the  year  ^731,  and  becaufe,  in  the  1741  and  174a*  there  is  an  extraordi- 
nary number  of  deaths,  np  lefs  {ban  x  12  for  thefe  %  years.  This  uncom- 
mon mortality  is  to  J>e  accounted  for,  partly  from  the  fmall  pox  which 
raged  at  that  time.  But  it  may  probably  be  alio  accounted  for,  in  fome 
meafure,  from  the  great  failure  in  crop  1740.  It  is  (aid  in  the  parifli  re- 
.  cord,  that  a  faft  was  appointed  by  the  fynod  in  November  17401  on  ac« 
count  of  the  threatened  famine.  From  the  fame  caufc,  perhaps,  the  ban^ 
tifms  aire  fo  few  in  174a.  ' 
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irf  the  better  fott  of  the  fanners  raife  turnips  ind  arti- 
ficial grafles,  but  not  to  the. extent  that  could  be  wiihed. 
Their  general  mode  of  cropping  is,  1  crops  of  oats  after 
grafs  ;  then  barley  Or  bear  (big)  with  dung ;  or,  inftead 
of  this,  turnips,  potatoes,  and  peafe,  and  then  bear  ; 
next  oats  with  grafs  feeds,  or  peafe  arid  rye  after  the 
bear ;  and  then  oats  with  grafs  feeds.  The  grafs  is  cut 
for  haj  the  firft  a  years  ;  is  paftured  on  for  a  year  ot 
a  more;  and  then  broken  up  for .  oats  as  before.  The 
proportions  for  grafs. feeds  generally  ufed  are,  xa  lb.  red 
clover,  and  5  lb.  of  white,  with  2  bufbels  rye  grafs. 
They  generally  find  profit  in  adding  2  lb.  more  of  red 
clover,  and  half  a  bufhel,  or  even  a  buihel  of  rye  grafs. 
They  have  begun  to  add  2  or  3  lb.  of  rib  grafs,  for  the 
•fake  of  the  pafture.  In  the  low  grounds,  near  the  river; 
they  raife  fome  wheat,  and  this  generally  after  turnips 
or  potatoes.  The  proportion  of  ground  under  grafs  in 
fach  farms,  will  not  generally  be  above  1 -fourth  of  the 
Whole: 

This  mode  of  farming  will  appeat  faulty  from  the 
great  proportion  that  is  under  crop.  But  the  pra&ice 
of  the  leffer  farmers,  who  are  by  far  the  greateft  num. 
'bcr,  is  ftill  more  objeftionfcble.  Their  common  method 
is  to  take  2  Or  3  crops  of  oats'  after  ley ;  then  bear  with 
dung  ;  then  a  crop,  partly  oats,  partly  rye  ;  then  2  crops' 
more  of  oats  ;  and  when  the  ground  is  now  fufficiently. 
exhaufted,  to  leave  it  out  in  ley  or  natural  grafs.  Some- 
times they  fow  a  little  peafe  the  fecond  crop  after  the 
ground  has  been  dunged  for  bear  ;  and  this  gives  them 
ftn  additional  crop  of  oats,  which  is  their  great  objed. 
It  is  very  common  here  to  mix  about  a  fourth  or  fifth 
part  of  rye  with  the  oats,  the  firft  or  fecond  crop  after 
War  %  and  this  they  account  a  very  profitable  methods4. 
3  C  a  as 
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as  they  fay  they  have  the  rye  over  and  above  what  they 
would  otherwife  have  in  oats,  They  allow  the  ground 
to  reft  in'  ley,  fometimes  4  years,  but  generally  no  more 
than  3  2  The  proportion  of  fitch  ley  is  not  above  a  fifth, 
or  even  a  fixth  of  their  farm.  This  frequency  of  crop- 
ping will  no  doubt  appear  ftratige  j  yet  it  is  not  peculiar 
to  this  place.  It  was  pretty  much  the  univerfal  prac- 
tice over  the  N.  of  Scotland*  not  rttj  many  years  ago, 
and  is  ftill  pretty  general  among  the  fmaller  tenants  : 
They  feem  to  acknowledge  the  error  of  this  praftice 
here,  but  fay,  they  cannot  do  otherwife,  as  they  muft 
raife  fo  much  corny  for  bread  to  their  families,  and  fod- 
der to  their  cattle.  Oats  is  die  ftaple  produce  of  tho 
parifli,  and  feem. to  anfwer  beft  with  the  foil  in  general. 
The  oats  here  geherally  ufed  are  of  a  kind  peculiar  to 
the  place,  called  Haugh  or  Dipple  oats  ;  and  when  fown 
in  ground  properly  prepared,  are  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity. They  are  a  middle  kind,  between  die  early  and 
late  oats ;  and  are  beginning  to  be  in  requeft  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Rye  fucceeds  very  well  in  our  light 
foil.  In  fome  places,  barley  is  ufed;  but  in  general 
Scots  bear  or  big  is  preferred,  as  a  richer  crop.  Neither 
the  one  or  the  other  are  found  to  fttcceed  very  well  in 
the  upper  parts  of  the  parifli  5  nor  are  peafe  or  red  clo- 
ver found  to  anfwer  well,  except  in  the  grounds  below 
the  bank  or  nigh  the  Spey.  To  produce  grafs  fit  for 
making  hay,  or  peafe,  or  even  barley  or  bear,-  in  any 
proportion,  lime  is  found  necefiary  in  moft  parts  of  the 
ground  above  the  bank.  But  with  die  affiftance  of  lime, 
all  thefe  crops  fucceed  very  well :  and,  from  the  expe- 
rience of  the  beft  farmers  in  this  neighbourhood,  it  is 
found,  that  lime  is  particularly  adapted  to  light,  thin, 
dry  fci^  efpecially  fach  as  has  been  originally  improve* 

out 
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fat  of  moor,  and  is  consequently  of  a  mooriih  nature. 
On  fudh  a  foil,  it  is  found  to  have  the  molt  powerful 
effed,  and  to  make  it  produce  the  above  mentioned 
crops,  viz.  grafs,  peafe,  and  bear  or  barley,  inafcacM 
dance,  which  it  would  not  do  before,'  even  with  the  beft 
dreffing  and  dunging.  This  efied  it  muft  produce,  not  only 
from  its  a&ing  as  a  ftimulus,  but  from  its  power  aUb 
of  deepening  the  foil,  and  efpecially  of  retaining  the 
moiffure  ;  a  circumftance  of  the  firft  importance  in  dria^ 
light,  dry  ground.  Our  farmers  here  are  fenfiblc  of  die 
great  benefit  of  lime  to  their  grounds  ;  but  fome  canto* 
afford,  and  others  grudge  the  expenfe ;  and  thus  not  ft 
great  deal  is  yet  ufed.  It  is  to  be  had  from  the  diftancw 
of  about  6  or  7  miles,  in  the  purines  of  Boharm  am! 
Keith,  in  the  county  of  Banff,  of  the  beft  quality  j  and 
when  carried  by  the  owners,  as  it  generally  is,  it  ccfta 
about  o,d.  the  boll ;  that  is,  3  Winchester  bulhels  pretty* 
nearly :  when  brought  only  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Spcy,  it  cofts  generally  7d.  or  7ii  The  trouble  and 
expenfe  of  fcrfying  it  over  the  Spey  is  a  great  and  al- 
moft  unfurmountable  bar  to  the  general  ufe  of  it  here. 
Among  the  many  advantages  that  would  refult  from  a 
bridge  over  Spey,  the  removing  of  this  difficulty  would 
be  one  of  the  moft  important,  not  only  to  this  parilh, 
but  to  all  the  eaftern  part  of  Murray.  , 

Turnips  and  potatoes  anfwer  extremely  well  in  our 
light  foil,  even  without  lime.  But  as  our  grounds  are 
almoft  all  unendowed,  and  cattle  and  flieep,  for  the  moft1 
part,  go  at  large  duiing  the  winter,  there  is  a  great  di£» 
couragement  in  railing  turnips,  and  little  are  therefore 
yet  raifed.  There  is  nearly  the  fame  inconvenience 
with  refpeft  to  fown  grafs ;  the  (beep  either  pluck  it 
up  by  die  root,  or  eat  it  fo  bare,  as  to  prevent  its  com- 
ing 
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ing  to  any  perfection  in  the  fummcr.  Even  ovlr  leCtet 
farmers  are  fenfible  of  Che  great  advantage  of  tufniprf 
and  fown  grafe  ;  but  as  they  have  almoft  all  fome  iheep,' 
and  are  unwilling  to  keep'  them  during  the  winter,  they 
dioofe-ralher  to  forego  this  advantage.  The  better  fort 
of  ftrmeta  endeavour  to  enforce  winter  keeping ;  but 
the  attempt  is  generally  very  unpopular  and  trouble- 
fome,  and  oft-times  ineffectual.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
it  will  fuoceed  better  by  degrees.— Every  family  raifes 
a  certain  quantity  of  potatoes.  The  farmers  raife  them1 
often  without  dung,  and  even  in  the  grounds  that  are 
jnoft  exhaufted.  They  plough  the  ground  3  or  4  times, 
and  plant  them  after  the  plough  in  the  end  of  April  or 
beginning  of  May.  They  harrow  them  at  different 
times ;  and  fometimes  give  them  a  very  (hallow  plough- 
ing before  they  begin  to  fpring  above  ground.  This 
they  find  leflens  the  trouble  of  hoeing,  but  it  renders 
them  fomewhat  later.  Planting  them  without  dung,  has 
alfo  this  effeft  ;  nor  is  the  crop  fo  rich  as  it  would  be 
with  dung ;  but  it  is  ftill  tolerable,  if  the  ground  be  kept 
clean,  and  the  potatoe  is  thought  better  in  quality. 

For  barley  or  bear,  it  is  the  pra&ice  here,  and  through 
all  Murray,  to  give  3  ploughings ;  one  after  harveft, 
one  in  April,  and  the  laft,  with  dung,  from  the  middle 
of  May  to  the  8th  of  June,  which  is  thought  the  beft 
time  for  fowing  this  grain  here.  For  oats  after  bear, 
they  give  one  ploughing  in  fpring :  for  oats,  after  ley 
or  grafe,  they  plough  after  harveft,  or  after  the  firft 
ftrong  froft.  Sometimes  they  give  a  rib  ftfrrow  to  the 
ley  in  harveft,  or  early  in  autumn,  in  order  to  rot  the 
fward  in  due  time.  For  a  fecond  or  third  fucceffivcr 
crop  of  oats,  and  for  a  crop  of  rye,  they  almoft  always 
give  a  rib  furrow  after  harveft ;  and  this  is  found  to 

ahfwer 
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pnfwer  well.  Oats  are  fown  in  the  month  of  April  j 
peafe  about  the  fame  time ;  rje  after  harveft,  or  i* 
March.  The  produce,  at  an  average,  will  not  be  above 
4  bolls  the  acre.  The  parifh  will  fupply  itfelf  for  com- 
mon. The  plough  generally  ufed  is  of  the  fmall  kind, 
here  called  the  Englifh  plough.  In  fome  of  the  ftronger 
grounds,  they  ufe  the  Scotch  plough,  fomewhat  lefs  and 
lighter  than  of  old  ;  and  this,  when  properly  conftruft- 
ed,  is  perhaps  the  beft  form  of  any,  in  every  kind  of 
foil. 

The  number  of  horfes  in  the  parifh  will  be  about 
194 ;  of  black  cattle  about  636 ;  of  flieep  about  2000  $ 
of  fwine  or  hogs  about  40.  The  better  fort  of  farmers 
keep  horfes  of  a  good  fize,  2  of  which  are  able  to  draw 
a  plough ;  but  the  generality  of  the  horfes  are  of  a 
finaller  fixe,  but  ftrong  and  hardy.  The  cattle  are  ge- 
nerally of  a  fmall  fize ;  fuch  as  when  fed  for  the  butcher, 
will  weigh  from  20  to  a  a  ftone.  A  mixture  of  thg 
Highland  breed  is  now  generally  preferred  and  adopted 
all  over  this  country,  as  being  the  handfomeft  and  mot 
hardy.  The  flieep  are  generally  of  a  very  fmall  kind. 
Some  time  ago,  the  Linton  breed  was  fought  after,  as 
being  of  a  larger  fixe.  But  their  wool  was  found  to  be 
much  coarfer,  and  they  were  not  foupd  to  thrive  fo  well 
with  our  pafture,  as  the  old  native  breed  of  the  coun- 
try ;  nor  was  their  flefli  thought  fo  delicate.  The  old 
native  breed  is  therefore  now  preferred  here,  and  almoft 
all  over  Murray.  Their  wool  is  of  the  fineft  quality, 
approaching,  it  is  faid,  to  the  Cheviot  and  Shetland  wool. 
They  will  generally  weigh,  when  fed  for  the  butcher, 
about  7  or  8  lb.  the  quarter.  The  better  fort  of  farm* 
C rs  ufe  ploughs  drawn  by  2  ilout  horfes.  Some  few  ufe 
f  or  8  oxen  in  the  {dough.    But  the  maft  commop 

draught 
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draught  fof  the  plough  in  this  pariih  is  2  horfes  of  % 
pfcoderate  fize,  with  4  oxen,  or  a  mixture  of  oxen  and 
jcews  behind  them ;  fometimes  2  horfes  with  a  oxen ; 
and  fome  are  now  beginning  to  plough  with  a  oxen  on- 
ly. There  are  about  140  catts  in  the  parifh,  almoft  all 
of  1  horfe  draught ;  and  this  is  found  to  be  the  moft 
convenient  mode. 

There  are  3  corn  mills  within  the  parifli,  to  one  or 
fcther  of  which  all  the  land*  in  the  pariih  are  aftri&ed. 
The  multure,  or  the  proportion  paid  for  grinding  the 
corns,  will  be  about  an  eleventh  part  of  the  quantity 
ground.  The  tenants  are  likewife  bound  to  fupport  the 
xnill-houfe  and  dam,  and  to  carry  the  milUftones.  It 
were  better  that  mills  were  generally  laid  open,  and 
that,  inftead  of  high  multures  and  mill-fervices,  a  pro* 
porttonable  additional  rent  were  paid  by  the  tenant  to 
the  landlord  directly. 

Extent  qfFarmx,  Rent  of  Lands,  &$.— The  farms  in 
this  parifh  are  generally  of  very  (mail  extent.  There  are 
about  .6  from  60  to  80  acres  in  extent,  and  from  40L  to 
5cL  of  rent,  which  employ  a  ploughs  j  about  3  or  4  frost 
40  to  50  acres,  and  from  20I.  to  3d.  rent;  about  15,  from 
no  to  35  acres,  and  from  10I.  to  20I.  rent.  All  the  reft, 
being  nearly  double  the  number  of  the  former,  are  from 
1  el.  down  to  5I ,  or  even  4L  tent,  and  of  a  proportion* 
able  extent  in  acres  ;  and  mo(l  of  thefe  have  a  feparate 
plough.  The  rent  of  the  lands  in  the  country  part  of 
the  parifh,  is  from  15s.  to  5s.  the  acre.  The  average 
will  be  very  nearly  10s.  the  acre  on  die  whole.  The  " 
lands  belonging  to  the  town  of  Garmouth,  are  let  at  from 
aos.  to  30s.  the  acre,  am}  fome  fmall  parts  as  high  as 
50s :  But  the  average  will  be  about  25s.  the  acre.  This 
•    6  higher 
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higher  rent  arifes  from  the  populoufnefa  of  the  town  of 
Garmouth,  and  die  caafequent  greater  demand  *. 

Vol.  XIV.  3  C  The 

•  The  above  accent  of  the  finall  extent  of  our  farm*,  will  appear 
furprifing  to  moft  people.  But  it  tt  Co  be  obferved*  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  about  30  years  ago,  was  let  in  fmall 
farm*.  And  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  farms,  of  a  moderate 
extent,  are  the  moft  favourable  to  the  population  of  a  country.  The 
farmert  of  this  perifc,  who  only  labour  from  14  to  %o  acres,  and  pay 
only  from  6 1.  to  ol.  of  rent,  fupport  families  of  healthy  children,  have 
them  taught  to  read,  and  generally  to  write  a  little,  and  train  them 
to  induftry  and  virtue.  They  will  alfo  perhaps  accommodate  a  cot- 
tager with  a  houfe  on  their  fmall  farm,  feme  poor  or  infirm  relation* 
or  a  tradefmas,  or  day-laboufclr.  Six  fuch  farms  may  fupport  per- 
haps 40  perfons,  young  and  old,  befides  accommodating  cottagers  and 
their  families*  But  all  thefc  together,  would  be  reckoned  but  a  fmall 
or  moderate  farm  in  many  places,  and  would  not  probably  fupport 
above  a  dozen  of  paribus.  If,  then,  the  number  of  the  people  be  the 
ftrength  of  a  nation,  there  feems  little  room  to  doubt,  in  answering  the 
queftion  as  to  the  propriety  of  large  or  (mall  farms,  that,  in  a  public  or 
political  view,  as  well  as  that  of  humanity,  the  latter  are  to  be  preferred 
to  the  former.  The  mode  of  cultivation,  and  of  laying  out  the  lands,  will 
oot  probably  be  in  fo  improved  a  tafte  in  fsuall  as  in  large  farms ;  but  the 
produce,  on  the  'whole,  it  is  probable,  will  be  equal,  and  even  much  great* 
cr  in  the  article  of  grain,  which  is  the  moft  valuable.  And  even  as  to  the 
cropping  and  laying  put  of  the  ground,  the  proprietor  may  take  care 
that  this  be  done  in  a  proper  manner,  by  a  little  attention  in  laying  down 
regulations  in  the  tenant's  leafe,  and  feeing  that  thefc  regulations  be  fol- 
lowed. And  as  to  the  improvement  of  new  grounds,  he  may  alfo  fecure 
that  point  as  effectually,  by  binding  the  tenant  in  the  fame  way.  And 
even  with  refpect  to  the  proprietor's  iotereft,  which  rauft  alwayi  be  a 
leading  confederation,  it  is  presumed,  that  (mall  tenants  can  afibrd  to  pay 
as  high  a  rent  as  greater  ones,  from  their  fuperior  induftry  and  attention ; 
and  if  one  ftould  now  and  then  fall  in  arrears,  the  rifle  is  not  fo  great  as 
when  the  fame  thing  happens  to  a  greater  tenant ;  or  if  the  proprietor's 
intereft  Jbould  faffer  a  little,  for  it  cannot  be  a  great  deal,  yet  he  has  the 
fatisfaelion  of  giving  fupport  to  a  greater  number  of  people,  which,  it  is 
hoped,  will  always  be  an  object  of  no  fmall  conftderation  with  many* 
The  eaten t  of  farms  fhould  vary,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  foil, 
and  the  circumfUnces  of  the  country.    The  beft  general  rule  fcems  to 
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The  real  rent  of  the  whole  lands  of  the  parifli  cannot 
be  exa&lj  ascertained,  as  one  part  (the  lands  of  Gar- 
mouth) is  feued  out,  and  is  moftly  in  the  poffeflion  of 
the  feuars  themfelves.  Befides  the  lands,  there  is  a  very 
valuable  falmon  fifhing  on  Spey,  belonging  to  this  parifh, 
from  the  fea  for  44  miles  up  the  river.  The  real  rent  of 
this  filhing  is  confiderably  greater  than  that  of  the  lands 
in  the  parifb.  The  valued  rent  of  the  lands  is  2771L 
17s.  id.  Scotch  money.  The  valued  rent  of  the  fiihery 
is  2541I.  17s.  8d.  Scotch. 

.  Heritors. — The  Duke  of  Gordon  is  proprietor  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  lands  of  this  parifli,  and  fuperior  of 
the  reft.  Of  the  fifhery  on  Spey  in  this  parifli,  he  is  pro- 
prietor of  7«9ths,  Tfye  Earl  of  Murray  is  proprietor  of 
the  remaining  a-9ths.  There  is  a  considerable  number 
of  fmaller  heritors  or  feuars,  who  have  feus  of  different 
extent  of  the  lands  of  Garmouth,  all  holding  of  the  Duke 
pf  Gordon  as  fuperior.  The  greater  part  of  them  refide 
in  Garmouth,  and  poflefs  their  own  feus.  Several  of 
them  are  in  opulent  circumflances.  One  keeps  a  carriage. 

Qburcbx 

fee,  to  allow  a*  much  ground  to  a  farm  at  can  be  laboured  with  one 
plough  ;  much  lcfs  than  this,  would  be  a  loft  to  the  tenant.  Here  and 
there,  however,  there  (hould  be  larger  farms,  and  farmers  of  greater, 
ability  and  noil,  to  give  examples  of  new  and  more  improved  mode* 
of  culture,  and  thereby  introduce  improvements  into  the  country  at  large. 
The  Duke  of  Gordon,  agreeably  to  that  humane  fyHem  which  he  follow* 
on  all  hie  eftatea,  on  renewing,  of  late,  the  leafes  in  this  parifli,  conti- 
nued almoft  all  the  finall  tenants  in  their  poJTcflions ;  and  fuch  of  the 
farmers  as  had  fubteoanta,  he  took  bound  to  continue  them  alfo  in  the 
grounds  they  had  before,  or  to  allow  them  an  equivalent  in  fome  other 
part  of  their  farm,  if  that  were  more  convenient,  according  to  the  judg- 
ment of  men  mutually  chofen.  This  is  an  example  that  ought  to  be 
generally  followed,  as  it  tends  to  prevent  fubordinatc  opprcflion,  and  tQ 
fceep  the  people  in  the  country. 
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ftburcb,  Scboblsy  Pt>or>  fcc.-rThe  church  was  bnilt  Ixi 
the  year  1732,  foon  after  the  annexation  of  the  parifhesj 
in  a  centrical  fituation  for  the  united  parifh ;  but  though 
of  fo  late  a  date,  is  in  very  bad  condition.  The  manfe 
was  built  about  the  fame  time,  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  church,  and  lately  underwent  a  thorough  repair. 
The  offices  were  rebuilt  of  late.  The  ftipend,  by  decreet 
of  annexation  1731,  is  77  boils  1  firlot  2  pecks  bear, 
32  bolls  1  i  peck  oatmeal,  at  8t  ftone  the  boll,  and  340I. 
Scotch.  The  glebe  is  about  25  acres,  being  given  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  two  glebes  of  the  annexed  parifhes.* 
The  Earl  of  Murray  and  Sir.  William  Gordon  of  Gor* 
donftown,  prefent  per  vices.  Our  boll  in  Murray  is  very 
near  the  Linlithgow  meafure,  and  ij  boll,  nearly  equal  td 
the  quarter  Englifli,  is  generally  allowed  for  a  boll  of  oats* 
The  parochial  fchool,  was  fome  time  ago  fixed  at  Gar- 
ihouth,  though  at  one  extremity  of  the  parilb,  as  being 
the  moil  populous  place.  The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is 
8}  bolls  meal,  and  af  bolls  bear;  He  has  alfo  100  merka 
as  the  intereft  of  20oomerks,  mortified  by  a  Mr.  Patrick 
Gordon,  watch  maker  in  Edinburgh,  for  the  behoof  of  a 
fchoolmafter  in  this  his  native  place  *• 

3  C  2  The 

*  He  ha*  il.  Sterling  as  fcffion  clerk ;  it.  for  every  proclamation  of 
marriage ;  4<1.  for  every  baptiim  recorded ;  46!.  for  every  certificate  grant- 
ed by  the  kirk-fcffion,  and  as  much  for  every  extract.  The  fchool  feea 
Are,  is.  the  quarter  for  teaching  reading;  is.  4<i.  for  reading  and  writing; 
is.  8d.  for  arithmetic;  and  at.  for  Latin  :  For  book-keeping,  half  a  gui- 
nea. The  number  of  fcholars  is  generally  from  40  to  50.  The  number 
of  Latin  fcholars  is  now  much  left  than  it  ufed  to  be  here,  and  at  all  our 
fchools  in  the  N.  We  have  lately  got  another  fchoolmafter  at  .the  other 
end  of  the  parifh,  from  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Know- 
ledge. He  has  10  L  Sterling  a  year  from  the  Society.  The  Duke  of 
Gordon  gives  him  a  houfe  and  kail  yard,  and  al.  Sterling ;  and  he  has  %$ 
merks  mortified  for  the  fchoolmafter  of  one  of  the  old  pariihts,  by  one  of 
the  anccftors  of  th4  Earl  of  Fife.    The  number  of  fcholars  at  this  fchool 

nay 
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The  number  on  our  poor's  roll  is  generally  about  464* 
The  poor's  funds  are  the  colledions  at  the  church,  which 
will  amount  to  about  20L  Sterling  in  the  year,  dues  far 
the  mortcloth,  and  4I.  3s.  4d.  Sterling  a  fear,  mortified 
for  the  poor  of  this  parifh  by  the  above  mentioned  Wil- 
liam Duff,  Efq.  of  Dipplc,  anceftor  of  the  Earl  of 
Fife,  and  paid  by  his  Lordfliip.  That  gentleman,  much 
to  his  honour,  made  fimilar  charitable  donations  to  fevc- 
tal  pariihes  in  this  neighbourhood  *• 

Prices  and  Wages. — Beef  and  mutton  are  fold  at  from 
ad.  to  4d.  the  pound  Dutch.  The  average  price  will  be 
about  2£d. ;  a  hen  7i  ;  a  duck  8d.  \  eggs  id.  the  dot  en  ; 
butter  6d.  die  pound  Dutch,  of  17*0*.  The  boU  of 
bear  or  barley,  nearly  the  Linlithgow  meafure,  has  for 
thefe  10  years  pad,  been  generally  from  15s.  to  18s. ; 
oatmeal  at  8  ftone,  13s*  4d. ;  wool  *8s.  the  ftone  of  %% 
lb.  Dutch.  The  wages  of  men  fervants  Ijave  been  tripled 

within 

may  be  about  30,  at  an  average ;  and  there  are  fometfaies  ai  many  more 
at  an  evening  fchool,  kept  in  the  winter  by  this  fchooltnafter.  There  is 
another  mortification  of  %s  merks,  for  the  fchoohnafter  of  the  other  ol4 
parifti,  left  by  the  fame  anceftor  of  the  Earl  of  Fife,  and  now  enjoyed 
by  a  fupperannuated  teacher.  Betides  thefe,  there  are  a  or  3  poor  wo- 
men in  the  parifli,  who  teach  children  to  read.  Even  the  pooreft  of  the 
people  tako  care  to  have  all  their  children  taught  to  read,  and  moft  of 
the  boys  learn  a  little  writing  and  arithmetick. 

•  The  feflim-clerk  hrf  *!.,  and  the  kirk  -officer  xl.  a- year  of  ftlary  out 
of  the  poor's  funds.  There  are  commonly  two  general  distributions  in  the 
year,  and  occahonal  fupplles  are  gW en  to  the  moft  needfitous.  Poor*s  rates  are 
not  known  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  perhaps  the  poor  are  on  as  proper  a 
footing.  The  fupplics  granted  from  the  feflbn-funds,  and  by  the  private  cha- 
rities of  the  people  at  large,  are  fufficient  to  preferve  the  poor  from  fofferiog 
much  from  want,  and  there  is  lefs  danger  of  abufe,  and  of  encouraging  idle- 
nefs.  In  populous  citiei,  where  the  conditions  of  the  poor  cannot  generally  be 
fo  well  known,  and  in  countries  in  a  very  different  fltuation,  poor's  rates  sit, 
at  doubt,  very  proper  and  even  neceflary. 
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tvlthin  thefe  40  years.  A  ploughman,  or  qualified  man 
fcrvant,  will  now  have  from  3I.  10s.  to  4I.  in  the  half 
year ;  a  fecond  rate  fervant,  or  a  lad  from  17  to  to  years 
of  age,  who  can  drive  horfes,  from  2I.  to  3I. ;  a  womaa 
fervant  about  a  farm  houfe,  20s.  for  the  half  year ;  at 
nian  for  the  harveft  il.  5s. ;  a  woman  for  the  fame  169.  $ 
a  day  labourer  9d.  a  day,  or  6d.  with  his  viftuals,  for  <y 
months  in  the  year,  and  3d.  with  a  meals  during  the 
winter  months.  In  harveft  he  will  have  is.  a  day,  or  lock 
and  a  meals ;  a  woman  has  3d.  a  day  and  vi&uals,  and  7d. 
and  2  meals  in  harveft  *. 

Garmoutb.^-Tht  only  village  that  deferves  notice  far 
Garmouth,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  pronounced,  Garmach. 
It  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  Spey ;  contains  about  620 
inhabitants ;  is  a  burgh  of  barony,'  and  has  an  annual 
fair.  The  lands  belonging  to  this  place,  extending  to 
about  240  acres,  with  a  right  on  an  eztenfive  common,- 
are  held  by  a  confiderable  number  of  feuars  of  the  Duke 
of  Gordon.  The  feus  are  of  different  extent.  Moil  of 
the  feuars  refide  in  Garmouth  j  poffefs  their  own  feus* 
and  live  comfortably ;  and  feveral,  from  fuccefs  in  va- 
rious 

•  The  wages  of  men  fervants  for  the  half  yea*,  have  rifen  above  one 
third  withip  thefe  7  yean ;  and  fecm  rather  too  high  for  this  part  of 
the  country.  It  it  alfo  a  pretty  general  complaint,  that  they  do  left 
work  than  when  they  had  much  left  wages.  To  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, the  bed  method  feems  to  be,  to  employ  married  fervants  more 
than  has  been  done  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  feme  time  pad,  and 
to  accommodate  them,  and  day-labourers  and  tradefmen,  with  houfee 
and  other  conveniences  on  the  farms.  This  will  encourage  them  to  fettle 
in  the  country.  The  greater  farmers  are  beginning  to  fee  the  conve- 
nience of  having  fome  married  fervants.  As  they  cannot  fo  eifily  re- 
move their  families,  they  are  lefs  given  to  change,  and,  by  confequencc, 
more  ftudiousto  pkaft.  Their  children!  too,  by  eBcreafiug  the  number, 
will  kflen  the  wages  of  fervants. 
1 
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fious  pursuits  ill  life,  are  in  opulent  circumftances.  Thef 
greater  part  of  the  houfes  in  this  place  are  of  mud.  The 
mud,  when  made  into  mortar,  is  well  mixed  with  ftraw  ; 
ftnd  the  more  ftraw,  it  is  thought  the  better.  For  about 
&  foot  from  the  foundation,  they  think  it  better  to 
build  {tones  with  the  mud.  After  this,  the  only  pre- 
caution that  feems  neceffary  is  to  make  a  flop  at  every 
2  or  3  feet  more  height,  that  the  wall  may  dry,  and  be- 
come firm  before  they  proceed  further.  Thefe  houfes* 
if  well  thatched,  are  very  dry,  clofe,  and  comfortable* 
and  laft  a  very  long  time.  They  are  fometimes  built 
the  height  of  a  ftoreys.  It  adds  to  the  look  and  dura^ 
bility,  if  the  walk  are  harled  with  lime  on  the  outfide. 

^tbe  river  of  Spty  and  Harbour >— The  river  Spey  rifes 

on  the  borders  of  Lochaber,  and  runs  through  Badenoch 

and  Strathfpey,  until  it  comes  within  about  8  miles  of 

the  fea,  nearly  in  the  direction  of  N;  £.  ;  it  then  nins 

due  N.,  and  falls  into  the  Murray  Frith  at  Garmouthj 

after  a  courfe  of  about  85  miles.     It  is  faid  to  derive  its 

name  from  a  Pi&ifh  word,  fignifying  froth,  from  the 

rapidity  of  its  ft  ream.     It  is  the  moft  rapid  river  in 

Scotland,  and,  except  it  be  Tay,    is  the  largeft;    and 

though  it  does  not  ordinarily  appear  fo  large  as  Tay,  it 

is  thought  by  fome  to  run  as  much  water  in  the  year. 

Its  fall  from  the  Boat  of  Bog,  nigh  Gordon  Cattle,  to 

the  fea,  the  diftance  only  of  3  miles,  is  60  feet.     Below 

this,  it  runs  in  a  flat  of  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  between 

the  Bank  of  Bellie  on  the  one  fide,  and  that  of  Spey- 

mouth  on  the  other,  which  there  is  every  appearance 

that  it  has  formed  *.     From  the  great  fall  towards  the 

fea; 

*  The  fimi!ar  appearance  of  the  rock  and  clay  on  both  fides,  being 
both  of  a  red  colour,  naturally  leads  to  the  condufion,  that  they  were  once 

joined/ 
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r*a,  the  tide  does  not  flow  above  half  a  mile  up  the  ri- 
ver. The  ordinary  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  neap 
tides,  is  from  8  to  g£  feet. 

The  greateft  inconvenience  of  the  harbour  is,  that  the 
ftream,  by  it*  ftrength  and  rapidity,  fometimes  brings 
down  in  a  flood  fuch  quantities  of  gravel  as  ihift  the 
channel  a  little,  efpecially  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour. But  there  are  always  good  pilots  at  the  place ; 
and  many  veffels  belonging  to  the  Englifli  Company  at 
Garmouth.  Some  of  them  of  350  tons  burden,  have  been 
going  and  coming  for  thefe  7  years,  without  any  parti- 
cular detriment  or  inconvenience*  There  has  never 
been  any  attempt  to  build  a  pier  ;  and,  from  the  above 
caufe,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  it  would  not  fucceed,  or 
that  the  ezpenfe  would  exceed  the  value  of  the  trade* 
The  fliore  on  both  (ides,  all  along  the  bay  of  Spey,  is 
foft  gravel,  for  5  or  6  miles,  excepting  one  rock,  which 
runs  out  a  little  into  the  fea,  about  3  miles  W.  from 
$pey,  and  is  hidden  at  high  water  ;  fo  that  a  veflel  will 
fcc  in  no  grea.t  danger,  if  there  be  a  neceflity,  in  running 

aihore 

joined,  and  that  the  river  once  run  50  feet  above  its  prefcnt  level,  along  the  . 
attentive  plain  which  begins  at  Orton,  about  8  miles  from  the  fea,  and 
runs  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  parifh  of  Speymouth  to  the  fea.  The 
fmall  (tones  and  pebbles  in  this  plain,  which  have  the  appearance  of  being 
rounded  and  (moothed  by  running  water,  and  die  bank  behind  which  lias 
the  appearance  of  being  formed  by  the  fame,  feem  to  ftrengthen  this  con* 
jedure.  But  at  this  time,  far  beyond  all  the  hiftorical  records  of  the 
country,  the  appearance  of  the  furface  of  the  earth  muft  have  been  very 
different  from  the  prefent.  The  river,  at  prefcnt,  runs  ftraight  into  the 
fea.  But  there  is  a  tradition,  and  indeed  a  plain  evidence,  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  ground,  that  it  has  once  taken  afudden  turn  within  a  few 
hundred  yards  of  the  fea,  and  run  weitward  in  a  narrow  cut  of  hollow 
ground,  parallel  to  the  fliore,  now  called  the  Lin,  and  entered  the  fea 
about  3  miles  to  the  W.  of  its  prefcnt  mouth,  oppoUte  to,  a  hill  yet 
jailed  Spey'i  Law. 
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afliore  at  high  water,  within  this  fpacc,  keeping  dear 
only  of  this  one  rock  :  and  accordingly  feveral  have  here ' 
run  afliore  without  much  damage* 

Salmon  Fijbing  on  Spey.— The  fifli  in  Spey  are,  the 
falmon ;  a  trout,  called  here  the  white  trout,  of  about 
a  or  3  lb.  weight,  which  comes  in  March,  and  continues 
for  fomc  months,  and  is  very  delicate  :  the  grilfe,  which 
begins  about  the  middle  of  June,  and  continues  until 
the  end  of  Auguft  ;  this  is  here  believed  to  be  the  young 
falmon  :    the  finnic,  which  comes  about  the  end  of  Au-» 
guft,  and  continues  to  the  end  of  October.    There  is  alfiot 
a  fmall  fpotted  trout  found  near  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
All  thefe  afford  excellent  diverfion  to  the  angler.     But 
the  falmon  is  the  chief  objed  \  and  of  this  there  is  a 
very  valuable  fifliing  on  the  river,  and  along  the  ihore 
pear  it.     This  fifliing,  for  the  whole  extent  of  this  pa- 
rifh,  and  fome  diflance  above  it,  belongs  to  the  Duke 
pf  Gordon,  excepting  Lgths  of  what  is  in  this  pariflj, 
which  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Murray.     The  fiihing  be* 
longing  to  this  parifli  extends  for  about  4f  miles  up  the 
river  from  the  fea.     Mr.  Richardfon  of  Perth,  and  Mr, 
Gordon  of  Portfoy,  have  it  in  leafe.    The  fiijiing  here  be- 
gins on  St.  Andrew's  day,  and  ends  the  26th  of  Auguft* 
There  is  feldoin,  however,  any  regular  fifliing,  until  a- 
bout  the  beginning  of  February.     Until  about  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  the  greateft  part  of  the  fifli  is  fent  frefh 
in  ice  to  London.     From  that  time,  the  greateft  partis 
foiled,  and  fent  to  the  fame  market.     Very  little  is 
now  faltcd  for  exportation,  as  there  is  a  fufficient  de- 
mand at  the  London  market j  and  the  countries  to  which 
the  faked  falmon  was  formerly  fent,  are  now  fupplied 
in  a  great  xrieafure  from  America.    The  price  of  falmon 

at 
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at  the  river  fide  is  4i<k  the  lb^  which  is  thought  very 
high.  The  fending  of  falmon  frelh  in  ice  to  London, 
is  but  a  late  difcovery,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of 
our  falmon  filhings,  as  the  filh  fetches  a  much  higher 
price  in  this  way  than  in  any  other.  Mr.  Richardfon 
of  Perth  is  faid  to  have  the  merit  of  introducing  this 
practice.  The  filhing  is  carried  on  with  fmall  boats, 
called  Cobles,  with  8  men  and  an  overfecr,  here  called 
a  Kenner,  to  each.  The  crew  is  changed  every  12  hours* 
Our  fifliers  are  reckoned  uncommonly  fldKul  in  this  bu- 
finefs.  This  arifes  from  the  difficulties  attending  the 
fiflung  on  Spey,  from  the  rapidity  of  the  river  and  o- 
ther  circumftances.  The  fiihers  have  about  jl.  15s.  of 
fixed  wage$,  each  man,  for  the  feafon.  They  have  6d*. 
each,  when  they  catch  6  fifli  or  more  within  the  1% 
hours,  and  3d.  when  they  catch  only  4. :  when  they 
catch  beyond  a  certain  number,  they  have  a  ftill  farther 
allowance.  In  this  way,  they  will  make  from  4L  to  6L 
in  a  feafon.  They  have  bread  and  beer,  as  much  as  is 
neceflary,  while  they  are  working,  and  a  bottle  of  fpi- 
rks  spnong  the  crew  for  the  12  hours  they  are  em- 
ployed #. 

Wood-Trade— At  Garmouth,  or  the' mouth  of  Spey, 
there  is  a  wood-trade,  the  moft  confiderable,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  of  any  in  Scotland,  for  home  wood.  The  wood 
is  moftly  fir,  with  fome  little  oak  and  birch.  It  comes  from 
the  extenfiveforefts  in  Strathfpey  and  Badenoch,  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  Sir  James  Grant  of  Grant, 

Vol.  XIV.  3D  Mr. 

9  The  hjrdihipe  which  thefe  people  undergo,  without  ioy  imafeaieiic*, 
la  wading  in  the  water,  often  above  the  knee,  during  *he  winter  And  fpring,  and 
remaining  in  wet  clothe*  perhapi  for  12  hours,  will  appear  almoft  Incredible  (# 
tb4e  wh*  have  not  witneflcd  it.    Vet  fuch  if  the  wonderful  effect  of  habit . 
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Mr.  Mlntofh  of  M'lntofli,  and  Mr.  Grant  of  Rothiew 
xnurchas ;  and  is  floated  down  the  river  Spej  in  deals* 
planks,  logs,  and  fpars.     The  medium  prices  of  the  heft 
timber  are  as  follows:    Spar  wood,  from  1 6  to  24  feet 
long,  and  from  5  to  8  inches  fquare,  at  jd.  to  8d.  the  folid 
foot ;  logs,  in  the  round  form,  10  to  20  feet  long,  and  11 
to  18  inches  diameter,  at  is.  the  folid  foot ;  3  inch  plank,, 
\i  feet  long,  and  10  inches  broad,  at  5s'.  the  piece  j  a  inch 
plank,  12  feet  long,  and  10  inches  broad,  at  2s.  the 
piece  >  ii  inch  deals,  1 2  feet  long,  and  8  inches  broad,, 
at  is.  the  piece ;  ii  inch  deals,  1©  feet  long,  at  iod. 
the  piece  -y  fcantling,  cut  to  any  dimenfions  the  timber 
will  allow,  at  is.  and  is.  2d.  the  folid  foot.     The  wood 
is  partly  fold  at  Garmouth,  to  the  people  of  the  adja- 
cent country ;  but  the  greater  part  is  carried  coaftwife 
by  fliipping.     There  are  feveral  perfons  engaged  in  this 
%    trade  at  Garmouth ;  but,  for  fome  years  paft,  the  greater 
part  of  it  has  been  carried  on  by  an  Englifh  Company. 
Two  capital  wood  merchants,  Mr.  Dodfworth  of  York, 
and  Mr.  Ofbourne  of  Hull,  about  8  years  ago,  purchafed 
of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  the  extenfive  {oreft  of  Glen- 
more,  in  Strathfpey,  about  50  miles  from  the  fea ;  and 
fince  that  time,  they  have  carried  on  the  trade  with 
great  fpirit.     Tfiey  employ  a  great  many  hands,  at  the 
foreft  of  Glenmore,  in  felKng  the  trees,  and  manufac. 
turing  them  into  plank,  deals,  malls,  &c,  and  in  pre- 
paring  the  floats.     The  plank,  deals,  and  mails  are  fent 
down  the  Spey  in  rafts,  conducted  by  2  men,  at  the  rate 
of  30s.  the  raft.     The  logs  and  fpars  are,  for  the  moft 
part,  floated  down  the  river  loofe,  to  the  number,  per.* 
haps,  of  20,000  pieces  at  a  time,  with  men  going  along; 
the  fide  of  the  rjver  with  iong  p0ies^  to  pufl1  t^cm  0fl^ 
as  they  flick  on  the  banks.     Thefe  men  have  is.  ad, 
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Way,  befides  whiiky ;  and  there  will  fonietinies  be  fronl 
50  to  80  employed  at  onde  in  the  floating.     At  Gar* 
knouth,  this  company  has  built  a  faw-mills,.  for  manu-a 
*  fa&uring  the  timber  after  it  comes  down.     The  one  is 
a  windmill*  and  Works  from  36  to  40  fawg.     The  other 
goes  by  water,  and  works  from  30  to  36  faws.     The 
wood  belonging  to  this  company  is  fent  partly  to  Hull, 
and  to  the  Ring's  yards  at  Deptford  and  Woolwich,  in 
their  own  (hipping ;  but  the  mod  confiderable  part  is 
fent  coaftwife,  all  along  the  N.  coaft,  from  Aberdeen  to 
the  Ille  of  Sky,  or  fold  at  Garmouth  to  the  people  cfi 
the  country  around,  or  employed  in  fhip  building.    Th6 
jgreateft  part  of  this  wood  is  of  the  very  beft  quality, 
equal,  it  is  faid  by  competent  judges,  to  any  that  is  im- 
ported from  the  Baltic,  and  inferior  to  that  only  in  point 
of  fize.     The  largeft  mafts  are  60  feet  in  length.     This 
company  ha6  built*  fince  the  1786*  befides  a  good  num*. 
ber  of  boats,  23  veffels  from  500  to  25  tons  burden  5 
the  greater  number  about  200  tons,  and  amounting  in 
all  to  about  4000  tons  ;  «nd  all  of  their  own  fir  wood  of 
Glehmore,  both  the  plank  and  timbers.     Some  of  thefe 
veffels  they  have  fold  ;  others  they  employ  in  their  own 
trade  from  Spey,  and  in  the  Baltic  trade,  and  one  was 
bought  for  the  trade  to  the  Bay  of  Campeachy.     Thefe 
veffels,    though   wholly   of  fir,    are   thought  by   good 
judges  to  be  equal  to  thofe  of  New-England  oak,  from 
the  excellent  quality  of  the  fir.    There  are  generally 
about  28  fhip  carpenters  and  blockmakers  employed  by 
this  company 'at  Garmouth;  about  x6  or  18  fawers'; 
and  8  faw  millers,  befides  feveral  other  workmen.    They 
build  veffels  by   contraft.     Befides  the  above  veffels, 
built  by  the  Englifh  company,  feveral  (loops  have  been 
built  at  Speymouth,  during  the  fame  time,  by  others  ; 
3  D  a  and 
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and  feveral  have  been  repaired ;  and  from  the  fatisfke* 
tien  they  give,  it  ia  expe&ed  the  trade  will  continue 
aad  increafe*. 

Exports  mud  Imports  at  8fxymouth>—Tht  exports 
from  Spey  confift  chiefly  of  wood  and  falmon  $  and  there 
ase  generally  4  or  5  cargoes  of  grain  or  meal  exported 
in  a.feafon,  of  406  or  500  bolls  each.  The  imports 
confift  chiefly  of  coal,  and  this,  for  the  greateft  part, 
Eaglilh  coal,  from  Sunderland. 

The  exports  and  imports,  from  xftO&ober  1791  to 
1  ft  O&ober  1791,  were  as  follows  : 

Veffels  failed  from  Spey  with  wood  in  that  time,  from 
350  to  ao  tons  burden,  average  50  tons,  for  different 
places,  -  &a 

Touched  at  Spey,  and  took  in  fidmon  for  London ; 
•having  taken  in  part  of  the  fame  at  other  ports,       24 

With  yarn,  -  .  *■  -  I 

With  oats  aad  meal,  -  % 

Sailed  with  cargoes,  109 

AtRZVESr  IK  Sf£T» 

With  coals,  XI 

With  empty  kits,  ftaves,  and  hoops,  -                 5 

With  fak  x  >  with  iron  and  goods  6,  *             7 

,  Arrived  with  cargoes,  2$ 

The  average  burden  of  thefe  veffels  will  be  50  tons. 

A  Bridge  on  Spey  at  the  Boat  of  Bog.— This  is  an  oh* 
left  of  the  firft  importance  to  this  parifb,  and  to  all  the 

country^ 
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country,  to  a  confiderable  diftance  on  both  fides  of  Spey; 
and  in  regard  to  one  common  objed,  it  may  be  Hated 
as  the  moft  important  improvement  that  could  be  made 
to  all  the  extenfive  and  populous  counties  W.  and  N. 
of  Spey,  as  well  as  to  the  counties  of  Banff  and  Aber- 
deen to  the  S.  and  E.     It  is  of  importance  in  a  publick 
view,  as  the  judges  mult  pafs  this  way  to  and  from  the 
circuit  at  Invernefs,  and  the  troops  to  and  from  Fort 
George,. Fort  Auguftus,  and  Fort  William;  and  it  is 
an  objc&  of  importance  to  every  traveller  that  vifits 
this  country.     The  road  that  pafles  the  river  Spey  at 
the  Boat  of  Bog  in  this  parifh,  is,  and  from  the  fituation 
of  the  country  ever  muft  be,  the  only  great  poft  road, 
and  great  line  of  communication  from  the  S.  to  the 
counties  of  Elgin,  Nairn,  Invernefs,  Rofs,  Cromarty, 
Sutherland,    Caithnefs,    and  Orkney,      Spey  can  very 
feldom  be   forded  with  fafety.     The  boat  here  is   in* 
deed  good,  and  well  ferved.     But  a  paflage  by  boat  is 
inconvenient  at  the  heft \  and  when  a  river,  fo  great  and 
rapid  as  the  Spey,   is  higher  than  ordinary,  or,  in  a 
flood,  as  is  oft-times  the  cafe,  it  muft  be  highly  incon- 
venient, and  fometimes  dangerous.     When  the  import- 
ance of  a  bridge  at  this  place  to  fo  confiderable  a  part 
of  the  kingdom  is  confidered,  it  muft  naturally  excite 
furprife,  that  it  has  n»t  long  ago  attracted  effectually 
the  attention  of  the  publick.     The  internal  improve- 
ments of  a  country  claim  the  firft  care  of  the  publick  j. 
and  of  thefe,  roads  and  bridges,  for  facilitating  commu- 
nications, are  held  the  moft  eflential.     If  fo,  then,  a 
bridge  over  the  Spey,  at  the  great  poft  road,  which  is 
fo  important  an  objecl:  to  the  whole  of  the  North  of 
Scotland,  has  a  high  claim  on  the  publick  attention* 

There 
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There  is  nothing  impra&icable  in  the  undertaking,  it 
the  publick  will  lend  the  fuitable  aid.     An  experienced 
architeA,  Mr.  Stevens,  who  built  the  bridge  at  Dublin, 
and  is  now  building  that  at  Montrofc,  furveyed  the  ri- 
ver at  that  place  a  years  ago,  and  found  the  work  per* 
fedly  pra&icable,  and  that  the  rock,  at  the  W.  fide  of 
the  river,  run  acrofs  the  whole  way,  at  a  moderate 
depth  below  the  bed  of  the  river.     The  breadth  of  the 
river  at  that  place  is  about  98  yards.     This  he  propofed 
to  cover  with  3  arches.     The  expenfe  he  eftimated  at 
l4,oocl.  at  the  higheft.     No  fuch  fuxn  as  this,  even  for 
an  objed  of  the  greateft  utility,  can  be  expe&ed  to  be 
raifed  in  the  country,  either  by  fubfcription,  or  by  % 
toll,  or  by  both.     This  could  only  be  expelled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  a  great  town.     It  is  only  by  the  e£* 
feftual  aid  of  government,  that  a  work  of  fuch  magni-* 
tude  can  be  Undertaken  in  the  country,  and  efpecially 
in  fuch  a  diftant  part  of  the  country  as  this.     And  to 
'that  effe&ual  fupport,  this  work  appears  to  have  the 
jufteft  claim,  not  only  from  its  great  utility  to  fo  confix 
derable  a  part  of  the  kingdom  as  above  mentioned,  but 
likewife  for  reafons  in  which  government  is  more  imw 
mediately  concerned.     At  prefect,  a  flood  in  Spey  mw 
very  materially  affe&  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  by 
flopping  the  judges  in  going  on  the  circuit  to  Invernefs, 
or  in  returning  from  thence  to  Aberdeen  :  Or  the  troops 
jnay,  by  the  fame  caufe,.  be  retarded  in  their  inarch  to 
or  from  Fort  George,  or  the  other  forts  in  the  North, 
or  from  the  country  on  the  one  fide  of  the  Spey  to  the 
other  ;  and  cafes  may  occur,  in  which  this  may  be  of 
very  bad  confequence  to  the  peace  of  the  country,  to 
the  protection  of  the  fubje&s,  and  to  other  purpoies  of 

good 
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good  government.     Hence  may  appear*  the  intereft  of 
government  in  this  matter  *. 

Cbara&er 


•  If  the  fenfe  of  the  country  on  this  fubjeft  csn  be  of  trail  in  drawing  the 
attention  of  government,  thii  may  be  gathered  from  the  molt  unequivocal  ex* 
preffim  of  it  lately  given,  and  afibrds  the  drongeft  argument  for  the  eflVdtnal 
interpofition  oi  government  in  this  matter.     Lad  year  a  fabfeription  was  fet  oa 
foot  by  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Gordon,  for  building  a  bridge  on  Spey  at 
the  Boat  of  Bog,  near  Fochabers,  and  In  *  very  wort  time  upwards  of  3000!. 
was  fubfcribed  in  this  neighbourhood,  or  by  perfons  connected  with  it.    A 
good  deal  more  would  have  been  fubfcribed;    but   aa  the   fubfcriptoi  was 
undertaken  in  the  confidence  that  government    would  give  an  e£l&ual  aid 
in  feeing  the  fenfc  of  the  country  as  to  the  utility  of  the  work,  (b  fully  ex* 
prefled,  and  as  it  was  foon  after  found,  that  this  expectation  could  not  be  rea* 
lifed  at  that  time,  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  as  was  faid,  the  fubferip- 
tjon  was  given  up  for  the  time,  becaufe  of  itfelf  it  would  never  be  effe0ual. 
It  feems  there  was  the  like  flattering  profpeft  of  a  bridge  at  this  place  before 
the  American  war ;  but  that  war,  in  like  manner,  banished  it.     It  is  hard  that 
war  fhould  fo  materially  affect  the  internal  and  eflcntial  improvements  of  a 
country.    It  is  hoped,  that  fuch  a  fmall  aid  can  (till  be  fpared  for  fo  ofefu!  and 
•eceflary  a  work.    Bat  if  this  cannot  be  otherwife  granted,  it  might  be  dona* 
by  means  of  a  fmall  temporary  tax  on  the  northern  counties.     It  is  prefumed, 
that  they  would  readily  fubmit  to  fome  fmall  additional  burden  for  fuch  a  pur- 
ppfe \  and  it  is  fuppofed,  that  an  additional  duty  on  home  fpirits  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, would  be  the  moft  proper  In  itfelf,  the  lead  felt,  and  the  moft  readily 
agreed  to.     It  has  been  propofed  to  build  a  bridge  over  Spey  at  the  Boar>of  • 
Brig,  about  $  or  6  miles  above  the  Boat  of  Bog.  A  bridge  could  be  built  there, 
it  is  faid,  at  a  much  lefs  expenfe,  and  would,  no  doubt,  be  very  ufeful  to  that 
part  of  the  country.   But  with  regard  to  publick  and  general  utility,  it  could  ne- 
ver anfwer  the  pnrpofe  of  a  bridje  at  the  Boat  of  Bog,  or  fuperfede  \h#4nU 
fity  of  another  there.    The  road  which  leads  to  the  Boat  of  Brig  from  the  g. 
and  E.,  is  often  impaiftble,  and  always  inconvenient  during  the  winter,  fa  that 
|t  is  impof&ble  that  it  can  ever  become  the  pod  road,  or  the  great  line'  ofrom* 
snunScation  between  the  S,  and  N.     On  the  other  band,  the  road  whi^pafle* 
at  the  Boat  of  Bog,  being  the  coaft  road,  is  always  paflable,  and  for  this  reafou 
is,  and  ever  mud  be  the  pod  road,  and  the  great  line  of  coanmunicaeion  from 
£.  to  N.     Nor  from  the  fituation  of  the  ground  does  it  appear  poffible  to  make 
a  patent  road  between  the  two  places  on  the  S.  fide  of  Spey.     However  ufefui* 
(hen,  a  boat  may  be  at  Boat  of  Brig,  it  can  never  fupply  the  place  or  fuperfede 
fhe  neceffity  of  one  at  the  Boat  of  Bog.    A  bridge  over  rl^e  river  Fmdhorn 
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Cbafa&er  of  the  People,  Mode  of  Living t  Drefs,  &c— » 
The  people  of  this  parilh  are,  in  general,  honeft,  peace** 
able,  and  induftrious  ;  very  charitable  to  the  poor,  and, 
in  cafes  of  diftrefs,  very  much  difpofed  to  afts  of  hu- 
manity. They  are  generally  rather  above  the  middle 
iize,  a&ive  and  hardy.  Few  go  into  the  army.  The 
greateft  part  apply  themfelves  to  hufbandry,  to  the  fal- 
mon  fifliing,  or  a  feafaring  life.  The  young  men  of  the 
part  of  the  parifli  next  to  the  fea,  and  efpecially  of  the 
town  of  Garmouth,  are  much  difpofed  to  this  laft  ;  and 
many  of  them  go  to  fea,  and  become  excellent  feamen. 
There  are  about  a  dozen  natives  of  this  place  who  are 
now  mailers  of  veffels.  The  people  feem  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  fociety  in  the  fame  degree,  as  thofe  of  their 
ilation  throughout  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  are  con- 
tented with  their  fituation.  The  kindnefs  and  indul- 
gence of  their  landlord,  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  contributes 
in  no  fmall  degree  to  their  contentment,  as  well  as  com- 
fort. The  diet  of  the  labouring  people  here,  and  in  ge- 
neral, all  through  the  Lowlands  of  the  North  of  Scot- 
land, is  porridge,  made  of  oat  meal,  with  milk  or  beer, 
to  breakfaft ;  fowens,  (that  is,  a  kind  of  flummery,  made 
of  oat  meal,  fomewhat  foured),  with  milk  or  beer,  to 
dinner  ;  and  kail,  that  is,  greens  or  cabbage,  boiled  with 
oatmeal,  to  fupper.  With  all  thefe,  they  life  bread  of 
oat  meal,  or  whatis  called  houfehold  meal,  that  is,  fome 

mixture 


alfo,  where  the  poft  road  paflTei  it,  wjuld  be  extremely  convenient  and  ufcful. 
But  if  one  were  built  over  Spry,  thit  over  Findhom  would  follow  of  courfr, 
And  if  there  were  bridges  over  thefe  two  riven  at  the  places  mentioned,  there 
would  not  be  one  ferry  to  pafs  on  all  the  great  peft  road  from  Queen&fcrry  to 
the  Ferry  of  Dornach  in  Sutherland;  a  circumfiance  which  would  be  moft 
conducive  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  travellers,  and  to  the  commerce 
and  profperity  of  the  country. 
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jnixture  of  barley,  rye,  and  peafe.  On  Sundays,  they 
have  generally  barley  broth,  with  fome  meat  in  winter, 
and  .butter  in  fummer.  In  places  near  the  fea-coaft, 
they  have  fometimes  fifii.  Turnips  sure  fometimes  ufed 
in'  place  of  cabbage  or  greens  ;  and  potatoes  drafted  in 
/different  ways,  with  butter,  milk,  onions,  &c,  is  com- 
monly one-third  part  of  their  food  from  the  beginning  of 
September  to  the  end  of  March.  This  is  the  general  run 
of  diet  of  the  labouring  people  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, that  is,  of  leffer  farmers,  farmers  fervants,  and 
people  of  that  clafs  ;  and  all  the  above  they  have  in  fuf- 
ficient  plenty.  The  oat  meal,  which  forms  fo  confider- 
able  an  article  in  the  above,  is  of  the  very  bed  quality 
throughout  all  Murray ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  ob- 
jections made  againft  the  ufe  of  oat  meal  by  fome,  it 
is  known  to  thofe  who  are  bed  qualified  to  judge,  to  be, 
when  properly  dreued,  one  of  the  moil  wholefome  and 
nourifliing  articles  of  food.  The  cottagers  and  poorer  fort 
of  the  people  have  not  always  what  is  called  kitchen, 
that  is,  milk  or  beer,  to  their  meals.  In  the  view  of 
patriotism  and  humanity,  it  is  a  pity  that  the  article  of 
beer  cannot  be  rendered  more  attainable  by  the  poorer 
fort  of  people.  This  might  be  effcdted,  at  leaft  in  fome 
meafure,  by  lowering  the  duty  on  malt,  and  impofing  it 
on  fpirits  ;  and  this  would  have  the  double  happy  effed 
of  affording  to  the  poor  a  comfortable  and  (lengthening 
beverage,  and  checking  the  ufe  of  that  which  is  noxi- 
ous. Such  a  meafure  deferves  the  attention  of  thofq 
who  are  able  to  carry  it  into  effed. 

The  better  fort  here,  as  elfcwhere  throughout  the  N., 
ufe  cloth  from  England  or  the  fouthem  parts  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  many  of  the  farmers,  and  tradefmen,  and  fome 
even  of  the  fervants,  ufe  the  fame  on  Sundays,  and  on 
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occafions  when  they  are  in  dreCs.  But  the  common 
farmers,  and  the  poorer  fort  of  the  people,  ufe  cloth 
made  at  home.  In  this  parifh,  mod  of  the  common  te- 
nants have  as  many  fheep  as  fupply  wool  for  their  own 
and  their  childrens  clothing.  This  is  fpun  in  their  fa- 
milies, and  manufactured  and  dyed  in  their  neighbour- 
hood. Almoft  all  raife  as  much  flax  likewife  as  fupplies 
their  families  with  fhirts,  &c  ,  which  they  fpin  alfo  in 
their  houfes.  The  induftry  of  the  women  in  fpinning 
is  very  commendable.  In  many  families  they  make  a 
little  of  woollen  and  linen  cloth,  efpecially  the  latter,  for 
fale  ;  and  the  poorer  women  fpin  a  good  deal  of  linen 
yarn  for  fale.  The  bonnet  is  ftill  commonly  ufed  by 
the  men.  A  watch  is  no  uncommon  thing  among  the 
fcrvants. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. — It  would  add  greatly  t* 
the  value,  as  well  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  country, 
if  part  of  the  moor-grounds  were  brought  into  cultiva- 
tion, and  part  planted.  Some  parts  of  the  moor  in  this 
parifh  might  be  cultivated  to  advantage  with  the  aid  of 
lime.  In  other'  parts,  clumps  or  pieces  of  plantation,  pro- 
perly difpofed,  would  be  a  great  improvement.  Exten- 
sive plantations  have  been  made  on  the  W.  fide  of  this 
parifli,  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon  and  the  Earl  of  Fife, 
which  are  already  a  great  ornament,  and  will  foon  be 
of  great  ufe  to  the  country.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  plantations  will  foon  be  continued  on  each  fide  of 
the  highway  all  along  to  Spey.  As  our  mofles  are  near- 
ly exhaufted,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  extend  plan- 
tations for  a  fupply  of  fuel.  Firs,  and  fome  other  kinds 
of  wood,  grow  on  our  hardeft  foil  to  the  fea  fide. — The 
filularia9  or,  pepper  grafs,  is  the  only  uncommon  bo- 
1  tanical 
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tanical  plant  that  has  been  observed  here.  It  is  found 
in  fome  low  damp  places  in  the  moor,  that  have  been 
under  water  in  the  winter. — The  common  fuel  through 
the  greatelt  part  of  the  parifli  is  moory  turf.  In  Car- 
mouth,  and  near  the  fea,  they  ufe  coals,  the  greateft 
part  from  Sunderland.  Since  the  duty  has  happily  been 
taken  off,  they  have  fold  at  from  2 2d.  to  2s.  the  barrel ; 
which  fhould  be  equal  to  3  Winchefter  bufhels  heaped. 
There  is  fome  moor  ftone  in  the  upper  part  of  the  pa- 
fifli,  which  is  ufed  in  building.  The  flone  that  is  prin- 
cipally ufed,  is  taken  out  of  a  rock  that  runs  along  the 
Spey  for  about  a  mile,  where  the  poft-road  pafles.  It 
is  of  a  red  colour,  and  is  altogether  of  the  nature  of 
lime-ftone.  It  becomes  harder  according  to  its  depth  ; 
and  it  is  only  what  is  at  fome  depth,  that  is  hard  and 
durable  enough  to  be  fit  for  building.  Towards  the  top, 
it  is  foft,  and  of  a  marly  nature  ;  fome  parts  of  it  pretty 
rich,  and  when  expofed  to  the  air  and  weather,  it  dif- 
folves.  The  clay  that  is  mixed  with  this  rock,  or  be- 
tween the  different  ftrata  of  it,  is  alfo  of  a  red  colour  ; 
and  in  many  parts,  of  a  marly  nature,  and  of  confider- 
able  ftrength.  Both  the  foft  ftone  and  the  clay  are  laid 
on  the  lands,  by  thofe  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
to  great  advantage.  But  the  quantity  neceffary  to  pro- 
duce any  confiderable  effeft,  has  hitherto  prevented  thofe 
who  are  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile,  from  ufing  it.  It 
feems,  however,  to  be  worth  the  trouble ;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable, it  will  be  more  ufed  as  its  value  is  known.  The 
great  pod  road  enters  this  parifli  at  the  Boat  of  Bog, 
and  paffes  through  the  middle  of  it  to  Elgin*  The  fare 
for  the  paffage  here  over  the  Spey  is  for  a  fingle  per- 
fon  |d. ;  for  a  man  and  horfe  2d. ;  for  a  chaife  and 
pair  2s.  6d.  j  for  a  horfe  and  cart  2d.,  &c.  When  the' 
3  E  2  river 
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river  is  in  a  flood/  the  fire  is  raifed.  There  is  attotbet* 
ferrj  at  the  mouth  of  Spey.  Another  road  leads  from 
Garmouth,  or  the  mouth  of  Spey,  along  or  near  the  fide 
of  the  river  to  Rothes  and  the  Highlands.  *  A  third  road 
leads  from  the  fame  place  to  Elgin.  All  tbefe  roads  arc 
in  pretty  good  condition.  Like  the  other  roads  in  Mur- 
ray, they  are,  from  the  fightnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the 
drynefs  of  the  climate,  eafily  kept  in  tolerable  repair* 
Turnpikes  would  not  fuit  the  ftate  of  this  country,  nor 
would  they,  it  is  believed,  be  at  all  retimed.  The-  ex- 
penfe  would  be  too  great  for  the  general  condition  of 
the  people.  It  would  be  better  to  convert  the  ftatute- 
labour  into  money,  at  a  low  rate.  There  is  reafoo  to 
think,  that  is.  6d.  for  every  man  for  the  year,  would, 
if  properly  applied,  go  farther  in  keeping  the  roads  in 
repair,  than  the  ftatute-labour  itfelf,  as  at  prefent  ex> 
afted. 

This  parifli  has  the  honour  of  a  connexion  with  the 
celebrated  family  of  Chatham,  which,  though  fomewhat 
diftant,  is  not  to  be  omitted  *•  Jane  lnnes,  wife  to 
Governor  Pitt,  and  great  grandmother  to  the  prefent 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  daughter  to  James 
lnnes,  Efq.  of  Redhall,  a  place  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  prefent 'church  of  .^peymouth,  on  the  bank 
of  Spey,  immediately  oppofite  to  Gordon  Caftle.  The 
family  of  Redhall  was  a  branch  of  the  family  of  the 
Innefes,  Baronets,  of  Coxtoun. — From  the  fitu'ation  of 
this  parifli  on  the  river  Spey,  it  has  been  the  fcene  of 
fome  a&ions  of  fame  in  our  hiftory  f. 

There 

*  Vide  Edmond  fan's  Peerage,  Family  of  Chatham  J  and  the  fa&  is  known  in 
this  country. 

f  Near  the  mouth  of  this  river  the  rebch  of  Murray,  Rofs,  and  Caithnefs, 
made  a  ftaod  in  the  y:ar  10; 8,  to  oppvfc  the  paffsgs  of  King  Malcolm  III. 

with 
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There  are  no  remain*  of  antiquity  within  the  pariflt 
fhat  deferve  notice.     The  language  here  fpoken  is  the* 

Engliih* 

wyith  his  any  over  the  Spey,  and  hot  they  made  their  fubmiffion  at  the  in- 
terceflion  of  the  ptitfts,  and  on  feeing  the  refolurion  of  the  Roy*!  army,  la  at* 
tempting  and  paffing  through  the  river. -^[Jlutb  man.) 

Another  arm;  of  rebels,  in  th;  year  I  no,  halted  at  the  mouth  of  Spey,  with 
•  determination  to  d-fyutt  Ur  pafTage  of  Ki.ig  Alexander  I.,  who  was  p  rfoing 
them.  The  king  forced  the  pi&ge,  and  ordered  Alexander  Scrimger  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  with  a  part  of  lbs  army,  who  routed  them,  and  put  them  to 
flight.  .-(iladL) 

In  th  year  1160,  near  the  mouth  of  the  fame  river,  and  on  the  moor  be- 
tween Speymouth  and  Urquhart,  as  is  rupoofed,  a  rebellion  of  a  ft  ill  more  fori- 
4us  afped  was  quelled,  by  a  vi&ury  gained  by  Malcolm  IV.  over  the  people 
of  Murray,  when  the  whole  army  of  the  rebels  was  cut  to  pieces,  after 
which  the  chief  families  of  the  province,  and  all  who  were  concerned  b  the 
rebe.lion,  (as  being,  according  to  Buchanan,  "  a  people  of  a  turbulent  dif- 
pofition,")  were  removed  and  difperfed  through-  other  parts  of  the  king- 
dom J  and  others  fiom  different  parts  were  Cranfplanted  into  Murray  ia 
thtir  room.— {Uid.)  King  Charles  II  landed  at  Speymouth  from  Holland 
in  the  year  1650.  Some  fay,  he  arrived  fiift  at  Cromarty.  It  is  certain, 
however,  he  came  by  fea  to  Spey,  as  the  defcendents  of  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Milne,  who  carried  his  M?jefty  on  more,  are  ftiil  m  Garmouth, 
and  are  diftinguinVed  from  others  of  that  name,  in  t  ue  fame  place,  by  th* 
name  of  King  Milnts,  f  om  that  circurnftance.  He  was  here  received  by 
the  Laird  of  limes,  and  other  gentlemen,  and"  dined  with  the  facmr  of 
Jxrd  Dumfermling,  who  lived  in  Gat  mouth,  in  a  houfe  which  was  only  late- 
ly taken  down ;  and  here  it  probably  was,  that  he  was  irude  to  fign  the  cove- 
nant In  fpring  1746,  the  rebels,  on  their  return  from  the  S.,  collected  in 
great  numbers  on  the  banks  of  Spey,  and  the  manfe  of  Speymouth  brcrme,  for 
feme  time,  according  to  an  account  lefc  by  the  minifter  of  that  perod,  their 
head  quarters  on  Spry ;  and  feveral  of  their  principal  officers,  as  Lord  John 
Drummond,  the  Duke  of  Perth,  Lords  Kilmarnock,  Balmciinuch,  Secretary 
Murray,  put  up  in  it,  and  many  others  frequented  it.  This,  the  minifter  ob- 
(t rves,  was  expenfive  to  him,  but  they  uftd  him  very  civilly,  and  gave  him  no 
difturbance  in  point  of  principle;  only  there  was  no  public  worship  during 
thtir  stay.  It  appears  from  this,  as  well  as  from  what  they  th-mfelves  gave 
out  at  the  time,  that  thty  meant  to  h?ve  made  a  ftand  at  Spey  againft  the 
King's  army  ;  and  this  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ei'/ecled.  And  there  is  no 
dcubr,  that  it  v*as  the  place  for  them  to  have  tikd  their  ftrerigih ;  tu:  a  want 

of 
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Englifh,  if  the  broad  Scotch  that  is  fpoken  throughout 
the  greateft  part  of  Murray,  Banff,  and  Aberdeenfhires, 
be  thought  entitled  to  that  name.  Erfe  is  not  the  com- 
mon language  within  20  miles  of  us.  Formerly  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  fmuggling  carried  on,  on  this  coaft  j 
but,  by  the  late  regulations,  that  is  now  in  a  great  rnca- 
fure  fupprefled.  By  the  fame  means,  the  private  diftil- 
ling  of  whilky,  which  was  formerly  pretty  generally 
carried  on  in  this  quarter,  is  now  almoft  entirely  brought 
to  an  end  ;  and  in  confeqaence  of  both  thefe,  the  ufe  of 
fpirituous  liquors  is  greatly  and  happily  lefiened. 

of  concert  among  their  chic  ft,  and  of  fubordinatian  amon^  the  men,  pre- 
vented this,  and  they  went  off  in  great  hafte  on  the  approach  of  the  Kind's 
army.  On  the  12th  of  April,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  with  his  army, 
pafled  the  Spey,  at  a  ford  directly  oppofite  to  the  church  of  Speymoutb, 
wiJi  the  lefs  tnly  of  one  man,  and  encamped  between  the  river  and  the  church, 
and  flept  himfelf  that  night  at  the  rrunfe  ;  and  on  the  i6.h,  the  battle  of  CuU 
loden  was  fought  i  and  thereby  an  end  was  happily  put  to  the  Rebellion. 


NUMBER 
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N  U  M  BER     XXIII. 

PARISH    OF    CANOBY. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Dumfries,  Presbytery  of 
Langholm.) 

_     By  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Russel. 


Name,  Situation,  Extent,  &c. 

*TP  H  E  ancient  priory  in  this  place  feems  to  have 
■*  given  name  to  the  parifh  ;  Canoby  being  moft 
probably  derived  from  the  Latin  canobium9  which  figni- 
fies,  a  priory  or  monaftery,  and  comes  from  the  Greek 
*«"*,  common,  and  fitot,  life  ;  in  allufion  to  the  monks 
living  in  common.  This  idea  is  confidcrably  ftrcngth- 
ened  from  the  circumftance,  that  a  piece  of  land,  grant- 
ed by  donation  to  this  priory,  and  fpccially  *  defigned 
in  a  charter  confirmed  by  King  William  the  Lion  in 
1 1 65,  is  to  this  day  called  Canoby-holm,  to  wit,  the 
Priory-Holm,  in  diflinfiion  from  Bee-holm,  Knotty- 
holm, 

•  Exdono  Guido  de  Rofledale,  afl>nfu  ct  corfenfu  Redo1  phi  filii  fui,  qua- 
draginta  d.»a>  acres  imcr  Efch  tt  Lidlt,  ubi  Efch  ct  Liiic  conveniur.:,  &c. 
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fcolm,  &c,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  And  eveii 
the  inhabitants,'  who  refide  in  other  parts  of  the  parifh, 
continue  to  call  the  fituation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church* 
more  properly,  Canoby.  This  parifh  extends  from  E. 
to  W.  about  9  miles,  and  from  N.  to  $.  above  6  miles, 
Englifh  meafure. 

Canoby  may  be  confidered  as  the  low -lands  of  Elk- 
dale  ;  for  the  high  eft  grounds,  which  rife  gradually  to- 
wards the  E.  and  N.  £.,  cannot  be  called  mountains, 
when   contrafted   with  the   general    appearance   of  the 
conterminous  pariihes  of  Langholm,  Ewes,  and  Caftle- 
ton,  and  the  country  of  Efkdale,  at  large.     At  the  fame 
time,  although  there  are  no  hills  in  Canoby,  the  fur- 
face  is  uneven,  and  diverfified  by  a  variety  of  ridges 
and  flats,  excepting  the  land  fituated  Qn   the  banks  of 
the  river,  which  is  generally  level.     The  central  part  of 
the  parifh  is  interfered  by  the  river  Elk  ;  and  the  poll 
road  from  Edinburgh  to  London,  by  ^angholm  and  Car* 
HQe,  palling  in  the  fame  dire&ion,  through  a  line  of  ve- 
nerable oaks,  planted  by  the  hand  of  Nature  ;  and  other 
trees,  of  different  defcriptions,  holds  up  in  varied  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  view  of  travellers,  the  moil  beautiful  an4 
pi&urefque  rural  fcenery,  that  is  perhaps   to  be  met 
with  any  where  in  Scotland. 

Soil.  — The  foil,  in  this  traft,  being  what  is  called 
Holm-land,  is  moftly  light  loam  j  and  being  fheltered  to 
the  E.  and'  W.  by  a  profufion  of  wood  on  the  floping 
grounds  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  the  whole  length  of 
the  parifh,  from  N.  to  S.,  afibrds  productive  and  early- 
crops,  when  under  proper  cultivation.  On  the  banks 
of  Liddel,  which  divides  the  parilh  from  England,  for 
the  fpace  of  4  miles  to  the  S.  E.,  the  foil  is  much  of  the 

*  fame 
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fame  quality  with  that  on  Elk.  In  other  parts,  where  the 
ground  is  more  elevated,  it  confifts  of  a  mixture  of  mofs 
and  clay,  which,  when  limed,  yields  abundant  crops  of 
oats  in  dry  feafons,  fuch  as  the  iaft  \  but  on  account  of 
its  wetnefs,  which  certainly  admits  of  a  remedy,  is 
found  unfit  for  the  culture  of  barley  and  potatoes  j  at 
leaft  thefe  crops  are  more  precarious* 

Woods  and  Orchards.— Tins  parifh  abounds  in  woods; 
The  number  of  acres  thus  occupied  cannot  be  lefs  thai! 
looo.     In  the  time  of  the  minority  of  the  prefent  Duk4 
of  Buccleugh,  who  is  fole  proprietor  of  the  parifh,  the 
wood  was  all  natural ;  but  having  fuffered  much  by  de* 
predation,  as  the  writer  is  informed,  that  lofs  has  been 
fince  fully  repaired,  by  the  numerous  plantations  made 
in  different  (ituations,  by  his  Grace's  order.     And  the 
woods  now  placed,  under  the  infpedion  of  faithful  and 
lkilful  overfeers,  are  in  the  beft  ftate  and  prefervation. 
The  oak  reigns  here  over  his  fuhje&s  of  the  wood)  of 
all  denominations,   from  the  creeping  ivy  to  the  tallefl 
afli.     In  the  new  plantations,  plains,  beeches*  elms,  fir* 
of  every  defcription,  poplars,  &c.  are  making  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  being  properly  fenced,  and  feafonably  pruned.     A 
limited  quantity  of  oak  is  cut  down  every  year  j  which 
furnifhes  bark  to  the  tanner,  and  timber  to  the  tenant; 
A  variety  of  orchards  have  been  planted  at  his  Grace's 
expenfe,  within  thefe  7  or  8  years*  upon  fuch  farms  as 
were  thought  mod  favourably  fituated  for  that  purpofe  j 
and  they  promife.well,  for  the  time.     But  there  are  on-t 
ly  4  of  older  Handing,  that  are  as  yet  produfiive,  viii 
at  Forge,  Woodhoufelees,  Rowanbtirti,  and  the  minify 
ter's,  which,  in  kindly  feafons,  yield  a  good  deal  of 
fruit,  of  the  beft  quality. 

Vol*  XIV.  %  F  Rivers, 
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Rivers  and  Fi/&,— The  rivers  Eflc  and  Liddel  hold  the 
firft  rank ;  the  former  rifing  in  the  higheft  part  of  the 
parifli  of  Efkdalemoor,  and  the  latter  in  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  Liddefdale,  or  parifh  of  Caftleton.  Both, 
after  colle&ing  in  their  different  courfes  of  nearly  the 
fame  extent  Of  23  or  14  miles,  a  great  number  of  tri- 
butary ftreams,  meet  at  the  fouthmoft  part  of  this  pa- 
rifli ;  when  the  Liddel  lofes  at  once  its  name  and  waters 
in  the  E(k ;  which,  after  running  from  the  point  of  con- 
fluence about  7  miles,  in  a  S.  W.  direction,  difcharges 
its  united  {(reams  into  the  Solway  Frith.  The  fmaller 
river  of  Tarras,  having  its  fource  in  the  parifh  of 
Ewes,  and  feparating,  on  the  N  E.  quarter,  this  parifh 
from  that  of  Langholm,  is  remarkable  for  its  pratrupt 
channel,  romantic  fcenery,  and  giving  title  of  Earl  to 
Wdter  Scott  of  Highchefter,  who  married  Lady  Mary, 
eldeft  daughter  of  Francis  Earl  of  Buccleugh.  The  pa- 
tent bears  date  the  4th  September  1660.  There  are  be- 
fides,  many  burns  or  rivulets,  which,  in  rainy  feafons, 
fwell  to  a  great  fize/  but  which,  otherwife,  do  not  me- 
rit particular  attention.  From  the  end  of  June,*  till 
clofe-time,  there  is  abundance  of  fifh,  after  floods  *,  in 
Eik,  and  the  lower  end  of  Liddel ;  fuch  as  falmon,  grilfe, 
fea  trout,  and  whitens,  as  they  are  named  here,  or  her- 
lings,  as  they  are  called  in  Annandale  $  and  the  common 
river  trouts  are  found  in  great  plenty  in  all  the  rivers 
and  rivulets  in  the  pariflx.  They  are  all  excellent  in 
their  kinds  ;  but  the  Eik  trouts  and  whitens,  in  parti- 
cular,   are,   for  their  delicate   flavour,  highly   prized. 

Hi. 

*  A  barricade  of  hewn  {tone  made  acrof§  the  river,  about  a  miles  be* 
low,  by  the  late  Dr.  Gr  aha  roc  of  Nuhcrby,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplyiug 
his  mill*  with  water,  v>ry  much  intercept*  the  run  of  the  filh;  audit  U 
only  in  time  of  flood  they  can  estlily  make  their  way  up  the  ri«tr« 
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His  Grace  has  complimented  certain  of  his  tenants  with 
fo  much  of  the  water  as  borders  upon  their  farms  ;  the 
fifli  therefore  is  feldom  brought  to  market,  being  chiefly 
ufed  in  their  families.  They  are  catched  by  the  long 
net,  the  rake  net,  the  rod,  and  fometimes  killed,  or  ra- 
ther murdered,  by  an  inftrument  called  a  Lifter  *• 

Mineral  Springs — There  are  the  appearances  of  feveral 
chalybeate  fprings'  fcattered  throughout  the  parifli ;  but 
the  only  mineral  well  in  this  neighbourhood,  reforted 
Jo  for  medicinal  purpofes,  is  that  at  Heathet,  which  lies 
on  the  Englifli  fide  of  Liddel,  It  is  ufed  chiefly  in  the 
cafe  of  fcorbutic  dtforders,  and  ftomachic  complaints. 
There  is  a  petrifying  fpring  near  the  river  of  Tarras  in 
this  parifh,  the  only  pne  that  is  known  in  the  whole 
.  country.  Mr.  Keir,  of  Langholm  parifh,  who  will  be 
more  particularly  mentioned  afterwards,  colleded  the 
petrifa&ions  of  fog,  &c,  formed  along  the  courfe  of 
fhe  ftream,  to  the  amount  of  feveral  cart  loads,  which 
he  burnt  after  the  manner  of  lime  (lone,  and  found  it 
to  be  excellent  manure, 

Climate  and  Difiafes. — The  inhabitants  of  this  parifh 
cannot  boaft  of  a  dry  atmofphere  ;  but  although  there 
be  a  confiderable  proportion  of  rain  and  moiiture  in  this 
place  throughout  the  year,  the  climate  is  by  no  means 
unfavourable  for  the  purpofes  either  of  health  or  vcge* 
tation.  Qf  the  former,  the  number  pf  long-lived  per- 
3  F  %  fons, 

•  The  lifter  it  a  (haft,  with  3  iroa  prong*  barbed  on  one  fide,  fixed  *n 
the  end,  n«"  unlike  the  figure  ol  Neptune**  trident.  With  this  the  fifli 
are  ftntck,  both  when  flattonary,  and  running  in  fliuliow  water  ;  and  the 
rc<r.:rkat>le  cleat neii , of  the  water  of  Efk  facilitates  the  execution  of  the 
bloody  deed* 
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fona,  of  both  fexes,  is  a  proof  j  and  the  latter  is  con^ 
firmed  by  the  early  progref9,  and  fuperibr  quajity  of 
vegetable  productions,  bejond  any  other  parifh  in  the 
jiiftrict*  The  climate,  however,  is  very  different,  in 
different  fituations.  In  the  whole  trad  of  the  Elk, 
which  is  flickered  on  all  hands,  the  air  is  generally  mild 
and  temperate,  even  in  cold  feafons  j  while  it  is  fharp 
and  piercing,  within  the  diftance  of  a  mile  or  two  from 
that  fituation.  The  difeafes  incident  to  this  pariih  are, 
rheumatifm,  and  thofe  of  the  nervous  kind ;  which  may 
J>e  induced  by  the  humidity  of  the  air,  and  coarfe  man- 
ner of  living  ;  as  the  poorer  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  arc 
moft  commonly  affected  with  fuch  diforders.  I  am  forry 
that  a  regard  to  truth  obliges  me  to  mention  another 
difeafe,  namely,  fcrofula.  Whether  this  direful  ma- 
lady he  indigenous,  or  was  at  firft  introduced  by  inter- 
marriages, is  not  for  the  writer  to  determine.  But  it 
falls  under  his  obfervation,  that  numbers  m  this  place 
are  more  or  lefs  infected  with  it.  And  as  it  is  an  efta- 
t>li(hed  fad,  that  it  may  be  propagated  through  a  feries 
of  generations,  much  caution  ought  to  be  ufed  in  form- 
ing matrimonial  connexions,  as  the  only  effectual  way 
of  preventing  the  entail  of  this  malignant  diforder  upon 
pofterity ;  thus  lightening  fo  far  the  load  of  human  woe. 
—The  prejudices  of  the  people  againft  inoculation  are  not 
yet  entirely  removed,  although  many  fatal  inftances 
have  occurred,  *nd  are,  at  this  very  feafon,  daily  pre- 
sented to  their  view ;  which,  while  they  fpeak  to  their 
feelings,  ought  alio  to  enlighten  their  underftandings. 
The  natural  fmall  pox  has  raged  here  for  fome  time 
p*ft,  with  deftructive  violence,  and  fwept  off  multitudes ; 
while  fcarcely  an  individual  has  fuffered,  that  under- 
went the  procefs  of  inoculation. 
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Migratory  Birds. — The  curlew  appears  in  the  higher 
fituations,  bordering  upon  Caftleton  and  Ewes  ;  and  al- 
fo  the  plover,  dotterel,  and  fieldfare.  In  the  more  in- 
land parts,  the  woodcock,  bullfinch,  fwallows  of  the 
different  fpecies,  and  cuckoo,  6*  their  temporary  fet- 
tlements. 

Game .— The  black  cock  haunts  the  woods  upon  Tar- 
ras :  moorfowl  are  found  in  fome  fituations  upon  the 
jkirts  of  the  parifh ;  partridge,  in  many  places  ;  and 
hares  every  where,  in  great  abundance.  The  Duke 
of  Buccleugh,  fome  years  ago,  fent  out  a  breed  of 
pheafants  to  (lock  his  woods  in  Efkdale ;  and  they  fre- 
quently make  their  appearance  in  Canoby. 

Roads  and  Bridges.— In  no  fituation,  within  the  wri- 
ter's knowledge,  have  greater  or  more  rapid  improve- 
ments been  made  in  thefe  two  articles,  fo  eflential  to  civi- 
lization, and  the  exertion  of  induftry  in  every  fphere, 
than  in  this  parifh.  About  20  years  ago,  every  fitua- 
tion out  of  the  line  of  the  river  Efk,  excepting  in  a 
very  dry  fummer,  was  almoft  inacceffible.  Since  that 
period,  leading  roads  have  been  made  on  the  E.  and 
W.  fide  of  the  pariih,  and  branches  carried  from  thefe 
to  almoft  every  farm  \  and,  in  a  little  time,  will  be  ex- 
tended to  all  without  exception  ;  fo  that  the  various  pur- 
poses of  agriculture  or  commerce  can  now  with  eafe 
and  comfort  be  fully  ferved  :  The  efFeft  which  this  hap- 
py change  has  produced  on  both,  will  be  mentioned  in  the 
proper  place.  For  making  and  keeping  thefe  roads  in 
repair,  his  Grace  has  appropriated  5  per  cent,  out  of 
the  whole  land-rent  of  the  parifh,  and  has  hitherto  given 
50I.  a-year,  out  of  hi?  own  pocket,  in  addition.    A 
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halfpenny  is  alfo  levied  at  the  coal  pits,  upoft  evcrjr 
borfe  load  of  coals,  equal  to  2d.  the  cart  load,  befides 
the  converfion  of  the  ftatute-labour,   which  had   been 
found    altogether    inadequate   to'  the   purpofe.      Thefe 
funds,   in  the  aggregate,   may  amount  from  30c!.    to 
400I.  a-year.     There  is  a  toll-bar  in  the  parifli,  placed 
exactly  upon  the  fide  of  Scotch  dike,,  the  ancient,  as  well 
as  prefent  march  between  Scotland  and  England  ;  the 
produce  of  which  is  applied  entirely  toward  the  repair 
of  the  poft  road*     There  are  about  10  bridges,  with  1 
arch,  over  different   rivulets,    and  numberlefs   fmaller 
ones,  in  the  parifh ;  befides  2  over  the  Elk,  the  one  hav- 
ing 3   arches,  and  the  other  2.     The  former,  diilant 
xi  mile  from  the  latter,  was  built  about  50  years  ago, 
at  the  ezpenfe  of  the  county,  from  motives  of  huma- 
nity ;  at  leaft,  it  does  not  appear  that  there  could,  at 
that  time,  be  any  other  objed  in  view  of  general  con- 
cern.    The  parifliioners,  to  the  W.  of  the  river,  who 
are  numerous,  had  no  accefs  to  the  church,  or  to  the 
E.  fide,  before  this  bridge  was  built,  but  by  wading  or 
riding  the  river,  or  patting  in  a  boat,  when  it  ceafedt 
from  flood,  to  be  other  wife  fordable.     And   the  boat 
having  been  overfet  at  one   time,  and  many  perfons 
drowned,  in  returning  from  church,  and  many  indivi- 
duals having  loft  their  lives,  after  this  event,  the  idea 
of  building  a  bridge,  that  had  been  long  fuggefted,  was 
at  length  happily  realized. 

1  he  other  bridge  was  only  finifhed  lad  fummer.  It 
is  built  upon  a  large  fcale,  and  has  a  ftriking  appear- 
ance y  to  which  its  romantic  fituation  very  much  con- 
tributes. The  fpan  of  the  large  arch  is  70  feet,  that  of 
the  fmaller  one  45  feet ;  the  height  of  the  bridge  to  the 
pafs-way  46  feet,   and  its  length   244  feet.     By  this 

bridge, 
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bridge,  a  communication  is  opened  un  of  great  utility 
to  the  country  ;  as,  (hortening  the  road  feveral  miles  in 
going  and  returning  from  his  Grace's  colliery  at  Byre- 
burnfoot ;  a  new  dire&ion  is  given  to  the  poft  road  for 
the  fpace  of  \\  mile ;  by  which  means  a  long  pull,  from 
N.  to  S.  on  the  old  road,  is  fuperfeded  ;  the  chilling 
blafts  in  winter  on  this  part  avoided,  being  the  moil  ex- 
pofed  fituation  on  the  road  between  Langholm  and  Long- 
town  ;  and  new  romantic  fcenes  difclofed  to  the  view  of 
the  traveller,  that  mock  all  defcription.     The  road  lead- 
ing from  the  E.  end  of  the  new,  towards  th;  old  bridge, 
is  cut  along  the  fide  of  a  ftecp  bank  covered  with  wood, 
forming  an  amphitheatre ;  at  the  5.  end  of  which  an- 
other bridge,  with  2  arches,  is  to  be  built  the  enfuing 
fummer*    When  the  operations  now  carrying  on  in  this 
quarter,  and  further  intended,  are  completed,  which  it 
is  expefted  will  be  the  cafe  before  Martinmas  next,  the 
new  line  of  road,  for  boldnefs  of  defign,  and  difficulty 
of  execution,  muft  aftonifli  every  paffenger.     All  thefe 
works  are  done  at  the  Duke's  private  expenfe,  and  mull 
coft  feveral  thoufand  pounds. 

Mines. — There  are  a  collieries  in  Canoby  ;  one  at 
Archerbeck,  let  to  an  Englifli  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Lomax,  wrought  by  an  open  level ;  the  other  at  Byre- 
burnfoot,  in  the  poffeflion  of  his  Grace,  to  whofe  public 
fpirit  the  country  is  much  indebted  upon  that  head  *. 

The 

*  In  the  year  1770  or  177*,  the  whole  coal  mines  and  lime  flone  quirriesj 
In  this  par  ifti,  were  let  to  the  fame  perfon,  upon  a  very  long  leafe  %  one  of 
the  conditions  of  which  was,  according  to  information,  that  a  (apply  of 
co* I,  equal  to  the  demand  of  the  country,  mould  be(readi)y  afforded  ae 
ill  rimec.  The  rackfman,  to  avoid  the  great  expenfe  of  an  cujinr,  con* 
fined  hit  operations  to  thofe  placts  where  coal  could  be  wrought  by 
means  of  an  open  level.    Hence  the  quantity  of  coal  got  in  this  man- 
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The  coal  here  is  wrought  by  a  water  engine  upon  a  new 
conftrudion,  the  invention  of  Mr.  Keir  of  Millholm.      It 
is  moved  by  means  of  a  large  bucket,  of  a  fquare  form* 
fufpcnded  from  the  end  of  a  lever,  having  a  valve  at  bot- 
tom in  the  centre,  which,  by  machinery,  is  made  to  ffaut 
and  open  in  the  in  'ant  of  time  the  bucket  flionld    fill 
and  empty  itfelf.     The  other  end  of  the  lever  is  fixed  to 
the  pump,  fpear,  or  rod ;  and  by  the  continued  a&ion  of 
the  bucket  defcending  and  afcending,  filling  and  empty- 
ing the  water  it  contains,  which  is  of  fuch  weight  as  to 
make  the  beam  preponderate,  the  pumping  is  carried  on, 
and  the  coal  pit  cleared  of  the  water  collected  below.   As 
the  principle  upon  which  the  engine  is  conftruded,   is 
known  only  to  the  ingenious  inventor,  who,  it  is  report- 
ed, means  to  take  out  a  patent,  a  more  particular  def- 
cription  (hall  not  be  attempted.     The  annual  produce  of 
the  coal  mines  cannot,  at  prefent,  be  ascertained ;  but 
the  writer  is  authorized  to  ftate,  that  a  fupply  can  be  af- 
forded equal  to  any  poffible  demand. 

Lime  Stone  and  Free  Stone. — Lime  ftone  is  found  in 
great  abundance  in  many  parts  of  the  pariih,  particular* 
ly  on  the  £.  fide  of  Efk  ;  but  that  which  is  wrought  at 
Harelawhill,  is  in  greateft  requeft,  as  yielding  the  pureft 
lime.     It  is  alfo  remarkable  for  its  whitenefs,  as  well  as 

the 
ncr,  was  only  partial ;  and  many,  in  dtftant  parts  of  the  country,  «  ho 
had  no  other  refource,  were  often  reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs.  In 
'  thefc  circumftanccs,  the  Duke,  although  the  tackfman  might  haw  been 
compelled  to  implement  the  terms  of  his  leafc,  was  pleafed  to  enter,  iocp 
an  agreement  with  him,  by  which  his  Grace  was  to  be  at  liberty  tefet 
lip  a  colliery  in  any  Otuation  that  did  not  diredly  interfere  with  Mr. 
Lomax's  levels;  and  very  confiderable  funis  of  money  have  been  expend- 
ed by  his  Grace,  in  bringing  thofe  works  to  bear,  wMch  at  length  afford 
to  the  public  the  happy  proipeA  of  a  prompt  and  ample  fupply  of  tW 
teccflary  article  of  life. 
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t$i€  quantity  of  powder  from  the  bufhel  of  ihells.  And  what 
is  of  great  importance,  the  quarries  in  this  quarter  are 
eafily  wrought,  and  feem  inexhauftible.  It  has  been  men- 
tioned above,  that  the  lime^ftone  was  let  alongft  with  the 
coal :  The  tackfman  is  bound  to  furnifh  lime  in  (hells  at 
yd.  the  bufhel ;  {hree  of  which  commonly  fill  a  fingle 
horfe  cart.  From  the  lime  kilns  at  Holhoufe  and  Hare- 
lawhill,  the  whole  country  is  fupplied,  to  the  diftance  of 
30  miles.  The  parifli  every  where  abounds  in  free-ftone 
of  various  kinds,  which  is  conftantly  ufed  in  building.  A 
circumftance  of  a  Angular  nature  may  be  here  noted  ;  that 
Within  the  fpace  of  200  prds,  in  one  particular  fpot,  coal, 
and  peat,  lime-ftone  and  free-ftone,  may  be  digged. 

State  ef  Agriculture. — It  does  not  appear  that  agri- 
tulture  had  been  profecuted  on  this  part  of  the  border 
either  with  (kill  or  induftry  in  former  periods.  The  late 
Dr.  Grahame  of  Netherby,  a  gentleman  of  extenfive  views, 
and  uncommon  enterprife,  had  the  merit  of  refcuing  the 
Englifh  borderers,  in  this  neighbourhood,  from  a  ftate  of 
idlenefs  and  diflipation,  to  which  they  had  been  habituat- 
ed, by  pointing  and  enforcing  their  attention  to  purfuits 
of  induftry.  And  he  lived  to  fee  his  endeavours  crowned 
with  fignal  fuccefs  ;  having  improved  his  eftate  from 
2500I.  a-ycar,  the  rental  when  he  came  to  the  fucceffion  in 
I753,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  was  feldom  paid  up,  to 
8000  L,  the  rental  at  his  death  in  1781,  which  was  well 
paid  j  while  the  tenants  lived  more  comfortably  and  re- 
fpeftably  than  formerly,  when  they  paid  little  more  than 
a  quit-rent. 

The  habits  and  circumftances  of  the  people  in  this  pa- 
rifh,  were  much  ar-kin  to  thofe  on  the  Englifli  fide  of  the 
border,  when  the  prefent  Duke  of  Bucclcugh  came  of  age* 
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And  it  did  not  cfcapc  his  Grace's  obfervation,  that  this 
part  of  his  eftate  was  alfo  capable  of  great  improvement  j 
poffeffing  the  advantages  of  furface,  and  climate,  and  coal, 
and  lime.     A  gentleman  of  diftinguMhed  talents  and  acti- 
vity was  at  length  found  to  dire&  and  fuperintend   im- 
provements upon  the  eftate  in  this  country,  Mr.    Keir 
above  mentioned;  whofe  chief  attention  came  naturally 
to  be  turned  to  Canoby,  as  the  parifli  in  the  diftrift  moil 
capable  of  agricultural  improvement.    In  purfuance  of  this 
view,  roads  were  made ;  farms  laid  out  where  the  plough 
had  never  before  entered ;  commodious  houfes  and  of- 
fices built  and  flated  at  his  Grace's  expenfe,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  tenants  ;  the  ground  divided  into  en- 
clofures  with  hedge  and  ditch  ;  and  leafes  given  at  a  mo- 
derate rate.    The  confequence  now  is,  that  luxuriant  crops 
of  corn  are  reaped,  where  heath,  and  bent,  and  mofs, 
had  predominated,  perhaps,  fince  the  deluge  •,  population 
increafed ;  the  fpirit  of  induftry  roufed ;  the  face  of  the 
parifli  beautified  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  in  point  of  civiliza- 
on,    proportionably  improved. 

Wheat  is  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  on  the  land  fituated 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  as  well  as  every  other  fpecies  of 
grain ;  and  the  foil  in  this  dire&ion  is  well  adapted  for 
turnips  and  potatoes,  both  which  are  raifed  in  great  per- 
fection ;  although  the  turnip  fyftem  is  not  fo  much  fol- 
lowed here  as  in  fome  other  places,  lefs  favourable,  per- 
haps, for  their  produ&ion.  In  the  larger  farms,  the  ufual 
routine  of  cropping  is  obferved,  viz.  two  crops  of  oats  after 
grafs  ;  then  peafe  or  turnips  ;  then  barley  with  clover  and 
ry^  grafs.  Wheat  is  generally  fown  after  potatoes  ;  the 
increafe  of  which  is  feldom  lefs  than  from  10  to  14  after 
one ;  of  oats,  from  6  to  14  j  of  barley,  from  8  even  to 
30  j  of  potatoes,  from  14  to  40,  and  upwards. 
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Sted-Titne  and  Harveft. — Wheat  is  fown  from  the  end 
of  O&ober  to  the  middle  of  November :  oats,  peafe,  and 
beans  (the  two  hft  are  not  much  cultivated),  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  April :  barley,  potatoes,  and  lint- 
feed  in  fmall  quanties,  for  private  ufe,  from  the  end  of 
April  to  the  25th  of  May  :  turnip  from  the  middle  to  the 
end  of  June.  The  beginning  and  end  of  harveft  varies, 
according  to  the  feafons  and  fituations  within  the  pariih. 
Oats  of  the  early  kind  fown  here,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
have  been  cut  down  the  firft  week  of  Auguft.  But,  in 
general,  the  harveft  does  not  commence  before  the  end  of 
Auguft,  nor  is  concluded  before  the  end  of  Odober.  The 
latenefs  is. owing  to  the  wetnefs  and  coldnefs  of  the  foil 
in  the  higher  fituations,  and  perhaps  alfo  to  the  cuftom 
of  fowing  later  than  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  crops  are  cut  down  with  the  common  fickle,  the 
farm  of  Woodhoufelees  excepted.  Mr.  Bell,  the  tenant, 
has  for  many  years  paft  ufed  the  fcythe,  fitted  up  for  the 
purpofe.  By  which  mode,  he  has  found  from  experience, 
that  much  grain  and  fodder  are  faved.  He  affirms,  that 
two  mowers,  and  three  attendants  for  collefting  and  (heav- 
ing the  corn  thus  cut,  will  do  more  work,  and  to  better 
purpofe,  than  double  that  number  in  the  other  way.  This 
gentleman  poflefies  one  of  the  principal  farms  in  the  pa- 
riih ;  which,  by  his  fuperior  (kill  and  unremitting  atten-* 
tion  to  all  the  operations  of  farming,  he  has  brought  frorn 
the  worft  to  the  higheft  ftate  of  improvement.  Mr.  Bell 
has  the  merit  of  having  firft  introduced  into  this  parifh 
the  improvement  of  land  by  turnip  and  clover  $  of  both 
which  he  raifes  the  beft  crops  in  the  country. 

Of  late  years,  the  tenants  who  poflefs  the  beft  lands* 

have  been  laying  down  their  fields  into  grafs,  upon  the 
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feeding  plan ;  which  they  ftock  with  draft  ewes  *,  com* 
xnonly  of  the  Cheviot  breed,  about  the  end  of  September 
or  beginning  of  O&ober,  with  arj  adequate  proportion  of 
tups.  The  ewes  of  this  defcription  are  bought,  upon  an 
average,  at  8  s.  6d.  each ;  and  the  ewe  and  lamb  are  fold 
.  off  the  pafturage  here,  without  the  fleece,  which  may  fetch 
from  is.  6d.  to  2s.  6d.,  from  il.  to^l.  as.  6d.«  A  cer- 
tain number  of  black  cattle  are  fed  upon  the  fame  paftu- 
rage, and  turn  to  good  account. 

There  are  three  or  four  fmall  fhecp  farms,  upon  die 
extremity  of  the  parifh,  in  the  N.  W.  and  N.  E.  quarters  \ 
but  after  the  details  from  the  other  parifhes  of  .the  diftrid, 
which  are  almoft  wholly  in  the  paftoral  line,  it  is  only  ne« 
ceflary  juft.  to  mention  them. 

Antiquities.— -The  inhabitants  of  this  parifh,  being  more 
immediately  expofed  to  the  marauding  incurfions  of  the 
Englifh  borderers  in  the  days  of  yore ;  which  vifits,  per- 
haps, they  had  rcafon  to  expett,  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
taliation, had  not  been  inattentive  to  the  means  of  defence. 
Many  veftiges  of  ftrong  holds  can  be  traced  within  the 
parifh ;  although  there  is  only  one,  near  the  new  bridge, 
already  defcribed,  that  makes  an  appearance  at  this  period, 
ks  walls  being  yet  entire.  John  Armftrong,  a  famous 
border  chieftain  in  the  reign  of  James  V.,  ftyled  John 
of  Gill»knocky,  mod  likely  had  his  reCdence  here  f. 

The 

*  The  oldeft  ewes,  drafted  from  the  flocki  in  Highland  fituations, 
which  are  pre  fumed  to  be  in  a  hazardous  (late,  if  continued  longer  on 
their  old  pa  ft u re ;  but  thrive  well,  when  brought  upon  better  paflure, 
in  the  lower  country* 

t  The  fpot  of  ground  to  which  the  S.  end  of  the  aboTe  bridge  it  join- 
ed, it,  indeed,  called  to  this  day  GiU-knocky ;  but  it  does  not  exhibit 

the 
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The  remains  of  a  Roman  ftation  appear  about  3  quatw 
ters  of  a  mile  to  the  £.  of  Gill-knocky,  on  the  fifing 
ground  \  being  the  firft  of  the  chain  that  runs  through 
Eflcdale,  the  length  of  Caftle-Over,  or  the  upper  camp,  in 
Efkdalemuir  \  all  dependent  upon  the  principal  ftation  on 
the  eftate  of  Netherby,  fo  called  from  being  the  nether 
ftation  •,  and  which,  at  this  time,  bears  the  name  of  the 
Moat,  iituated  on  the  S.  fide  of  Liddel  where  it  runs  into 
the  Eft.  A  rariety  of  Roman  coins,  and  (tones  with  Ro- 
man inferiptions,  have  from  time  to  time  been  dug  up  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  are  in  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  James 

Grahams 

the  fmaUeft  veflige  of  mafon  work,  and  therefore  could  not  have  bom 
the  fire  of  that  chieftain*!  caftle,  which,  from  the  name,  has  been  com* 
xnonly  fuppofed.  It  has,  however,  the  appearance  of  having  been  a 
temporary  ftation,  to  which  the  inhabitants  might  have  fled  with  their 
moft  valuable  effects,  when  any  invaftoa  was  apprehended,  which  other* 
wife  they  were  unable  to  repel.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  promontory,  giv* 
ing  a  curve  to  the  river  Elk,  which  walhes  its  three  unequal  fides;  and 
being  deep  and  rocky,  is  fear c el y  acceflible  but  on  the  land  fide,  which 
has  been  fenced  by  a  deep  fofTe ;  over  which,  very  probably,  a  draw 
bridge  had  been  thrown.  It  may  not  be  inconfiftent  with  this  part  of 
our  inveftigation,  to  obfenre,  that  John  Armftrong  is  the  only  character 
of  note,  in  later  or  more  remote  periods  of  antiquity,  conne&ed  with 
this  parilh,  whofe  memory  has  been  preferred.  He  was  the  terror  of 
the  W.  marches  of  England ;  having  forced  the  inhabitants  of  Cumber- 
land, Wcftmoreland,  and  a  great  part  of  Northumberland,  to  become  his 
tributaries,  or  to  pay  him  blackmail  \  that  is,  a  Aim  of  money  annually, 
to  be  exempted  from  his  depredations.  At  length,  his  power  having 
grown  too  great  for  a  fubjed,  he  became  an  obje&  of  jealoufy  to  the 
king ;  who  levied  an  army  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  punifhing  GiB- 
knocky  and  his  followers,  and  marched  at  their  head  to  the  parifh  of 
Ewes.  There,  John  was  fammoned  to  attend  the  king,  upon  the  pro- 
mife  of  his  fecuriry ;  and  having  accordingly  obeyed  the  fummons,  hi 
violation  of  the  public  faith,  pledged  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  as  bbferved 
by  Buchanan,  he  ard  his  attendants  were  hanged  at  Carlenrick-rigg, 
two  miles  to  the  N.  of  Moflpaui,  on  the  road  between  Hawick  and 
J-angholm, 
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Grahame  of  Nethcrby  $  an  account  of  which  will  be  gh 
in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Antiquities  of  Cumberland,  now  in 
the  prefs.  From  this  camp,  a  Roman  road  can  be  traced 
through  the  E.  fide  of  this  parifh,  croffing  Tarras,  and 
entering  the  parifh  of  Langholm  on  the  eftate  of  Broom* 
holm;  from  thence  leading  up  Efkdale  to  the  different 
fiations  in  that  quarter* 

Prwry-— That  this  religious  eftablifhment  exifted  before 
the  year  1165,  the  date  of  the  charter,  mentioned  in  the 
note,  p.  407,  demonftrates  :  but  how  long  before  that  pe- 
riod, the  writer  has  not  been  able  to  inveftigate.  Some 
ruins  of  the  convent  are  dill  to  be  feen  at  Halgreen,  per- 
haps rather  Haly  or  Holygreen,  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
E.  of  the  church.  From  Halgreen,  a  private  road  to  the 
church  is  yet  kept  open  through  enclofed  fields,  fan&ioned 
by  ufe  and  wont.  The  church  and  convent  are  faid  to 
have  been  demoliihed  by  the  Englifli,  after  the  battle  of 
Solwaymofs,  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  James  V.  j 
which  is  not  improbable,  as  the  reafon  affigned  in  King 
Henry's  manifefto,  for  committing  hoililities  upon  the 
Scottish  borders,  not  long  before  that  event,  was  a  pre* 
tended  claim  to  the  parifh  of  Canoby,  as  part  of  the  Eng- 
lifli territory*.    This  ferves  to  account  for  the  outrage 

above 

•  Qoam  enim  cvpide  id  bellum  fafceperit  Anglut,  ipfius  ediSum  no« 
ttulto  poft  vulgatum  demonftrat^  Ait  enim,  Ptcfidiarios  $truici  liceotia 
▼erborum  apod  Scotoa  jadtorum  irritates  fuiffe  Verum  ipfa  verba  in. 
cdido  infeita  nullam  contumeliam  habtnt.  Haec  caufa  com  nc  ipfis  qui- 
dtm  fatis  jufta  viderctW,  Cauaben  vhulum  sgmoMcm,  cum  pauper*  auntie* 
0d  limitem  fittm,  de  fvt  nulla  ynquam  ceutrever/ia  fuit,  taniptam  fui  jurU 
rcpetvmU    Buchanan,  L  14.  cap.  44. 

The  hiftorian's  objedt  at  the  time,  was  to  fliow  the  frivolous  pretext 
pi  the  King  of  England  for  breaking  the  truce.  It  is  not,  therefore,  to 
fce  cxpc&ed  that  he  was  to  mention  the  fubjed  of  claim,  in  the  moft  re-. 

fpcdiblo 
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fcbove  mentioned.  Part  of  the  old  wall  of  the  church  ftifl 
remains,  to  which  the  modern  building  is  united  ;  and  m 
which  is  preferved  a  fmall  arch,  marking,  perhaps,  the 
place  of  fepulchre  of  fome  prior,  or  perfon  of  diftintStion; 
which,  from  the  ftyle  of  the  fculpture,  bears  teftimony  to 
its  antiquity.  The  only  other  relique  is  the  chrifmatory9 
dug  up  in  the  church-yard  fome  years  ago,  which  is  now* 
in  the  writer's  poffeffion  ;  and  is  a  piece  of  very  grotefquc 
fculpture. 

Population.— The  account  tranfmitted  to  Dr.  Webfter  in 
1755,  &**&  ^e  population  of  this  pariih  to  the  number  of 
1733  fouls.  At  prefent,  in  the  beginning  of  1794,  k 
readies  to  2725  fouls.  The  following  table  will  exhibit 
the  number  of  males  and  females,  from  the  age  of  40  to 
100. 

From  40  to  50.  50  to  60.  60  to  70.  70  to  80.  &>  to  90.  90  to  tot. 
Males,       103  68  60  39  15  1 

Female*,    10*  89  47  3°  >6  K 

Several  natives,  upon  the  borders  of  100  years  of  age, 

Aied  within  thefe  few  years ;  and  one  at  the  age  of  103 

years  and  8  months,  viz.  Alexander  Ewart,  who  walked 

about,  and  retained  all  his  faculties  till  near  the  time  of 

his  death. 

Births, 

fjpe&able  termi.  The  following  extract,  communicated  to  the  writer  by 
the  ingenious  Captain  Hut  ton,  who  hat  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
reiearchea  of  this  nature,  will  (how,  that  this  priory  "as  not  fo  meanly 
endowed  as  Buchanan  would  infinuate ;  and  this  extradfc  contains  but 
part  of  its  funds :— Ex  dono  Turg.  de  Rofledale  domum  religiofam 
<U  Lidle  cum  tota  terra  ei  adjacente ;  ecclcfiamquc  de  Kirk  Andrews 
cum  omnibus  ad  illam  pertinentibus.  Ex  dono  Cuido  de  Rofledale,  ac- 
cording to  the  note  00  p.  407.,  with  this  addition,  cum  libertate,  aquas 
de  Lidle,  fimery,  a  fofla,  Moat  ut  fupra,  ufque  ad  cedefiam  de  Lidle* 
Ex  dono  Ranulphi  de  Sol  eccleflam  de  valle  Lidle,  Caftlcton  church,  et 
cedefiam  de  Dodingtoa  juxta  Bcrtonamj— Theie  grants  are  confirmed  i* 
«ae  charter,  in  xx6j. 
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Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages,  for  the  lafi  8  tftartt 


BiftTBS. 

Burials. 

Maiumec 

1786, 

la 

16 

1a 

«7«7» 

77 

20 

18 

1788, 

i»5 

28 

16 

*7«*. 

86 

*3 

14 

>79°» 

77 

a$> 

*3 

»79»> 

64 

3i 

16 

J792, 

63 

*7 

18 

«79J» 

64 

28 

*3 

Total,  618  202  130 

JVL  A  There  atfe  20  widowers  and  $4  widows  5  batche* 
tors*  or  fuch  as  live  Tingle  in  their  own  houfes,  do  not  ex- 
ceed 6.  The  tafte  for  matrimony  univerfally  prevails 
here. 

Divtfton  of  Inhabitants j  Occupations^  &c— Of  the  inha- 
bitants, 201  are  enrolled  upon  his  Grace's  rental-book  as 
tenants,  pofiefling  land*  The  farms  are  generally  fmall, 
at  an  average  about  15I.  a-year.  The  rent  of  fome  is  fo 
low  as  2I.  or  lefs  ;  and  of  others  as  high  as  80I.,  120L, 
and  even  near  to  300 1. 

The  reft  of  the  inhabitants  that  are  come  to  maturity, 
tonfift  of  artificers,  labourers,  and  work  fervants.  The 
ftate  of  the  firft  clafs  is  as  follows,  viz.  weavers,  40 ;  one 
ftocking  weaver  •,.  mafons,  14;  wrights,  16;  blackfmiths, 
8;  tailors,  105  (hoemakers,  4;  coopers,  6;  clogmakers, 
3  j  wheelwright,  r ;  bakers,  4  ;  ale  and  fpirit  venders,  9  ; 
fliopkeepers,  4 ;  and  furgeons,  2.  Of  labourers,  include 
ing  coal  miners,  98  ;  male  fervants,  54  j  female,  62.  Of 
the  defcription  of  gentry,  there  are  only  4  or  5  families. 

Many 


Of  Canoby.  4a  j; 

Many  have  fixed  their  refidence  here,  who  are  not  na- 
tives \  feveral  of  whom  are  from  England. 

Inhabited  HoufeSy  Number  of  Acres,  Stoct,  &c— There  are 
about  512  houfes  inhabited,  containing,  at  an  average, 
fomewhat  more  than  5  inhabitants  each.  None  are  unin- 
habited. Within  thefe  20  years,  180  new  dwelling  houfes, 
at  leaft,  have  been  reared  ;  53  of  which  are  covered  witK 
blue  flates  j  befides  office  houfes,  which  are  alfo  generally 
flsrted. 

The  parifli  has  been  meafured,  and  contains  22,joo 
and  odd  acres;  of  this  number,  perhaps  15,000  or  16,000 
acres  are  arable,  or  may  be  made  capable  of  tillage ;  but 
as  yet  not  more  than  91600  or  10,000  are  in  the  way  of 
being  under  the  operation  of  the  plough  :  although  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  from  the  progreffing  ftate  of  improvement 
in  this  pariih,  that  the  whole  of  the  improvable  ground 
will,  in  due  time,  be  made  to  change  its  natural  ftate. 
All  the  land  is  occupied  in  crop,  pafture,  or  wood ;  and 
the  greateft  part  is  enclofed  and  fenced  by  hedges,  or  ftone 
walls,  the  advantages  of  which  are  fully  recognifed.  As 
the  whole  farms  in  the  parifli  have  been  let  upon  a  plan 
of  improvement,  and  therefore  upon  very  reafonable  terms, 
the  prefent  land  rent,  as  eftimated  by  the  ratio  of  poor's 
rates,  does  not  much  exceed  3000I.  What  revenue  may 
arife  from  the  coal  and  lime  works,  or,  the  fale  of  oak 
fcark  and  wood,  cannot  be  accurately  dated. 

The  number  of  horfes  in  the  parifli  is  about  407 ;  tot 
fclack  cattle  15 16 ;  of  flieep,  it  is  fuppofed,  between  2000 
and  3000  ;  and  of  fwine  259.  The  writer  has  been  in- 
formed, that,  about  60  years  ago,  there  were  only  2  carta 
in  the  parifli :  at  prefent,  there  are  217  ;  %  waggons,  and 

Vol.  XIV.  3  H  t  four- 
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1  four-wheeled  carriage.     The  ploughs  in  ufe  here  are  of 
the  Engliih  conftru&ion,  and  in  number  208. 

The  visual  produced  in  the  parifli  is  not,  at  this  time, 
equal  to  the  confumption.  The  bed  land,  as  was  before  ob- 
ferved,  is  laid  down  in  grafs  j  which  circumftance,  as  well 
as  the  extent  of  population,  number  of  horfes  and  fwine 
to  be  fed  from  the  lefs  produftive  ground,  will  account 
for  this  deficiency. 

Eccleftafilcal  State  of  the  Parijb. — There  arc  between  30 
and  40  Seceders,  chiefly  of  the  fedt  of  Burghers ;  the  reft 
adhere  to  the  Eflabliflicd  Church. — The  living,  as  fettled 
by  a  decreet  of  modification  obtained  I  aft  fummer,  coa- 
fifts  of  96  bolls  of  victual,  half  meal,  half  barley,  61 1.  2  s. 
2d.  in  money,  a  manfe  and  glebe  of  about  20  acres  Eng- 
lifh.  The  Duke  of  Buccleugh  is  patron,  as  well  as  fole 
heritor.  From  a  date,  cut  in  Hone,  the  manfc  appears  to 
have  been  built  62  years  ago,  and  at  that  period  mufl  have 
been  one  of  die  beft  finiihed,  peihaps,  in  Scotland.  It 
has  fince  been  frequently  repaired,  but  is  very  much  out 
of  order  at  the  time,  and  will  require  a  thorough  repair 
to  make  it  lodgeablc.  The  church  is  in  no  better  condition  ^ 
the  walls  being  in  decay,  the  roof  and  windows  infufli- 
clent,  and  two-thirds  of  the  feats  calling  loudly  for  reno- 
vation. It  is  expected  that  the  church,  manfe,  and  of-" 
fices  will  be  completely  repaired  in  the  courfe  of  the  en- 
fuing  fummer. 

State  of  the  Poor* — The  poor  are  maintained  by  an  aC- 
feiTnient  levied  from  his  Grace,  and  the  tenants,  who  pay- 
in  proportion  tq  their  rents.  One  half  of  the  fum  judged 
ncceflary  is  paid  by  the  Duke,  and  the  other  half  by  the 
tenants.     The  quantum  allotted  to  individuals,  is  fixed  by 

the 
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the  kirk-feflion  and  principal  tenants,  who  meet  for  that 
purpofc  at  the  commencement  of  every  quarter,  and  is 
paid  in  advance.  The  fum  varies  according  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  poor.  Penfions  are  given  from  5  s.  to  2L 
5  s.  a  quarter.  This  mode  of  providing  for  the  poor  was 
adopted  by  this,  and  the  other  parifhes  of  the  diftricl,  in 
1773,  with  the  laudable  defign  of  reftraining  vagrant  beg- 
gars, and  confining  them  to  their  own  parifhes,  where 
their  neceffities  muft  be  beft  known.  By  this  fcheme,  it 
was  prefumed,  that  fuch  as  were  rendered  unable,  by  age 
or  indifpofition,  to  exercife  their  wonted  induftry,  would 
be  taken  care  of,  when  they  could  no  longer  labour  for 
bread ;  while  others,  who  had  contracted  habits  of  idle- 
nefs,  would  be  prevented  from  living  upon  the  public 
■flock,  to  which,  by  their  induftry,  they  were  unwilling 
to  contribute ;  and  having  no  rciburce  for  idlcnefs,  be 
conftrained  to  exertions  of  induftry.  And  yet  it  is  a 
queftion,  whether  thofc  objects  have  been  fully  attained. 
In  this  parifti,  where  none  that  are  able  and  willing  to 
labour,  cr.n  want  employment  5  where  the  price  of  provi- 
Cons  is  reufonable,  and  fuel  to  be  had  at  fo  cafy  a  rate, 
and  where  houfe  rents  are  extremely  moderate,  it  is  fin- 
gular  that  the  number  of  poor  fliould  have  incrcafed  in 
proportion  as  the  means  of  induftry  have  been  enlarged 
and  diffiifed.  When  the  poor  rates  were  eftablifhed  in 
1773,  the  era  of  improvemerts  in  Canoby,  the  annual 
.amount  was  only  54 1.  2s. ;  which  left- a  furplus  in  the 
collector's  li*nds,  after  affording  the  neceflary  fupply  to 
24  individuals,  the  whole  poor  then  in  the  pariili.  At 
Martinmas  17931  ^e  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  was  6$, 
and  the  afleflment  for  thrir  maintenance  a  quarter  44 1., 
or  176I.  a  year;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  there  arc  two 
friendly  focieties  in  the  parifti,  who  have  confiderable 
3  H  a  fund? 
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The  names  of  places  arc  expreflive  of  their  local  fx:r 
tion  and  circumftances,  and  arc  generally  of  Englifh  ti.r 
vation ;    as,  Tarrasfoot,   Drybrow,   Broomykiiow,    Fcr:: 
where  there  was  once  an  iron  foundery ;    Priorhill,  l 
eminence,  part  of  the  priory  lands,  &c.    Barngliefh,  Wie- 
the remains  of  an  old  building  appear,  may  perhaps  hi  . 
contraction  of  die  French,  Bernard  eglije,  Bernard  chur/ 
Torcoon,  Glinzicr,  pronounced  Gling-year,  Mumbyhirr 
at  which  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  tower  or  caftle,  may  af- 
ford exercife  to  adepts  in  Celtic  and  Saxon  lore, 

Per/ons  of  Eminence -,  Natives  cf  the  Pcrijb. — The  (bn>  ::' 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Petrie,  who  died  minifter  of  Ca:ic%  , 
are  entitled  to  notice  under  this  head.  Four  arc  no<- 
alivc,  who,  by  their  talents  and  indiulry,  have  all  acquire1 
fplendid  fortunes.  The  cldcfl,  Dr.  Robert  Petrie,  v.  1 1 
he  continued  in  praclicc,  was  an  eminent  pftyficiau  in 
Lincoln,  and  Fellow  cf  the  Royal  College  of  Phy  Brians  z: 
Edinburgh  ;  and  the  young*- ft,  William  Petrie,  Efq.,  i<, 
at  this  time,  fecond  in  Council  at  Madras ;  who  is  no  kfi 
diftinguiihed  or  his  benevolence  and  amiable  manners  ir. 
private  Jifc,  than  for  his  fupcrior  abilities  in  the  public 
ilation  he  now  fills. 

Characltr,  &c. — Many  circumflances  have  occum- 
within  thefe  20  or  30  years,  to  introduce  a  change  in  ti : 
difpofitions  and  manners  of  the  people.  It  is  well  know::, 
that v wherever  idlcnefs  prevails,  vices  as  naturally  fprir^; 
up  in  the  mind,  as  weeds  in  neglected  fields.  Induftry  wc* 
not  formerly  the  characleriftic  of  this  part  of  the  border. 
Gambling  was  a  favourite  paftimc  with  many ;  with  feme, 
an  employment.  In  particular,  horfe-racing  and  cock- 
fighting  were  much  in  vogue ;  and  the  irregularities  cofn 
3  fcqucr.:. 
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fcquent  upon  fuch  meetings,  among  the  lower  claffes  of 
the  people,  brought  a  (lain  upon  the  general  character. 
The  new  farms  that  were  fet  off,  upon  the  wafte  lands, 
rave  an  cftablifhment  to  many  families  ;  and  in  thefe,  not 
only  their  comfort,  but  civil  exiftence,  depended  upon, 
their  induftry.  The  works  carried  on  by  his  Grace  in  the 
parifli  have  afforded  regular  employment  to  mafons, 
wrights,  and  labourers ;  while  the  manufactures  at  Car- 
lifle  have  given  occupation  to  the  numerous  clafs  of  wea- 
vers :  hence  the  fpirit  of  induftry  was  infufed  in  a  more 
general  manner  than  before.  As  a  check  upon  the  con- 
duel  of  the  lower  individuals,  his  Grace  has  referred  die 
cot-houfes  upon  the  farms  in  his  own  power ;  fo  that,  at 
every  term,  any  offender  of  this  defcription,  againft  the 
laws  of  good  order,  can  be  turned  out  of  the  parifh.  In 
all  the  new  lcafes,  a  claufe  of  nullity  is  infertcd,  in  cafe 
of  moral  delinquencies  therein  fpecified  j  and  tenants,  even 
of  a  fufpicious  character,  arc  in  danger  of  lofing  their 
farms  at  the  expiry  of  the  leafe.  His  Grace  having  fixed 
an  occafional  refidence  at  Langholm  Lodge,  has  an  op- 
portunity of  being  perfonally  acquainted  with  the  parti- 
cular circumftancos  of  the  parifli,  which  is  honoured  wirfi 
Lis  prefence  almoft  every  day,  while  in  the  country  •,  and 
being  thus  under  his  review,  not  only  the  character  of 
the  inhabitants  in  general,  but  even  that  of  individuals, 
comes  to  be  known :  This  circumflancc  has,  no  doubt, 
confidcrablc  weight  in  guarding  the  people  againft  irregu- 
lar conduct,  which,  they  are  affurcd,  muft  preclude  from 
all  accefs  to  his  Grace's  favour.  The  happy  effects  of 
this  plan  of  reform  arc  confpicuous  ;  and  fuch  reform  is 
of  far  more  importance  to  the  ccinfort  and  happinefs  of 
focicty,  than  either  triennial  cr  annual  parliaments  couii! 
poflibly  be.     The  tenantry,   fo  far   as  is  known  to   the 

writer, 
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writer,    are  induftrious,   fober,    and    decent,   in   all    rs- 
fpects.     The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  generality  of  the 
other  clafs  of  inhabitants ;  although,  it  mull  be  owned, 
there  are  exceptions,   which,  it   is   apprehended,    ^ould 
ftill  be  fewe^  if  fpirituous  liquors  were  more  rare  ;  and 
perhaps  alfo,  if  parents  were  more  attentive  in  teaching 
their  children  the  firft  leflbn  of  obedience  to  themfeives  : 
for  by  preferving  the  curb  of  parental  authority,  the  young 
would  be  in  a  great  meafure  prevented  fron;  contracting 
habits  of  diflipation  in  the  early  part  of  life,  which  after- 
ward are  not  eafily  eradicated. 

The  people  are  of  the  middle  fize,  with  a  due  propor- 
tion of  bodily  ftrcngth,  capable  of  enduring  hardfhips ; 
fagacious,  humane,  and  benevolent.  Many  are  feriouflj 
difpofed,  and  all  for  the  moft  part  regular  in  their  attend- 
ance upon  the  public  ordinances  of  religion. 

Advantages  and  DifadviZitages. — The  advantages  have 
already  been  ftatcd  in  the  courfe  of  this  inquiry.  The 
only  obvious  difadvantage  is  the  want  of  manufactures ; 
which,  from  the  increafe  of  population,  is  already  felt, 
and  muft  be  ftill  more  fc-.ifibly  felt,  if  die  population  holds 
on  in  a  progrefling  (late.  In  the  event  of  manufactures 
being  eftablifhcd,  the  many  fmall  farms  would,  from  that 
circumftance,  acquire  additional  value ;  in  which  both 
landlord  and  tenant  would  have  a  joint  intereft.  And  it 
is  humbly  prefumed,  confidering  the  advantages  of  public 
roads  in  all  directions  5  of  coal,  lime,  free-flone,  and  tim- 
ber upon  the  fpot ;  and  every  refource  that  rivers  and  ri- 
vulets may  yield,  that  no  place  can  be  more  favourably 
Ctuated  for  many  branches  of  manufacture,  to  which  thofe 
articles  are  eflential. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXIV, 
tARISH   OF   CRICHTON, 


^CoCntt  of  Edinburgh,  Synod   of  Lothian  ah* 
tweeddale,  presbytery  of  dalkeith.) 


By  A  Friend  to  Statistical  Inquiries. 


Situation%  Extenty  Soil,  Agricukurey  See. 

THIS  parifh  is  fituated  about  12  miles  S.  from  Edin- 
burgh* The  great  road  leading  to  Cornhill  and 
Kelfo,  runs  through  it.  There  are  about  3900'  acres  in 
the  parifh.  Above  11 00  of  thefe  are  outfield.  This  part 
df  the  parifh  -  is  little  capable  of  improvement.  The  foil 
is  a  thin  mofs  on  the  furface,  with  either  a  wet  foft  fand, 
or  clay  bottom.  The  pafture  it  produces  is  fcanty  and 
bad,  with  little  fhelter  for  fheep.  The  proprietors  have 
wifely  turned  their  attention  here  to  planting.  The  planta- 
tions feem  to  thrive  well,  and  will  beautify  and  fhelter 
the  country.  Within  thefe  5  years,  about  50  acres  hvrc 
been  planted,  in  ftripes  and  clumps,  upon  'the  eftate  of 
Crichton. 

The  other  part  of  the  parifh,  towards  the  N.,  is  well 
adapted  to  tillage.     A  great  part  of  it  is  a  deep  rich  foil* 
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and  capable  of  producing  heavy  crops.  The  reft  of  it  i* 
dry  and  iharp,  and  well  adapted  to  turnip.  Many  of  the 
farms  are  enclofed  with  hedges  and  ftone  fences.  The 
turnip  hufbandry  has  been  introduced 'with  fucccfe,  and 
agriculture  U  in  a  thriving  (late. 


Proportion  of  Cnpst 

'  acres  in  oats,  567 

Number  of  acres  in  turnip,    143 

Barley,          199 

Sumner  fallow,        $$ 

Wheat,           6a 

Sown  graft,             270 

Peafe,              50 

Plantation*              1 50 

r  Potatoes,         3  a 

Pafture,.     .          2369 

Flax,                 5 

$ome  of  the  enclosures  of  Crichton  in  pafture  rent  at 
three  guineas  the  acre, 

Numberof  draught  hprfes,  xoo 
Saddle  and  carriage  ditto,  26 
Cattle  on  pafture,  169 

pitto  on  turnip  in  winter,  139 

Population— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  in  1755  was  611.  Tfh*  inhabitant*  of 
this  parifh  are  about  900  at  prefent. 


Sheep, 

J4CQ 

Wheel  carriages,9 

5 

Carts, 

J* 

Ploughs, 

33 

In  the  villages  of  ( 
and  Path-head, 

Crichton 
450 

Perfons  under  10  years,     2ir 
Between  10  and  20,          148 

In  the  country,                  360 
Families,         -        -         248 
Males,         •             -         425 
Females,        -         -        475 
Annual  average  of  births  for 

20  and  30,          143 
30  and  40,          104 
40  and  50,          138 
50  and  <$o,           73 
60  and  70,           58 

IO  years  preceding 
^Ktto  ql  marriages, 

1791,  21 
10 

70  and  80,           Jt8 

80  and  90,            6 

Between 

b/cAcbtwi 
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Between  90  and  too,           t 

Smiths,         - 

8 

Members  of  the  EfiaUi&ed 

Maftxis,          -          • 

to 

Church9           -            690 

Carpenters,            • 

MX 

Seceders,        -         .        210 

Weavers,          •    • 

15 

Proprietor!  refidiflg,              1 

Tailors,         -          • 

10 

Ditto  non-reading^               4 

Shoemaker!)            . 

4 

Clergyman,              -             t 

Cooper, 

i 

Schoolmafter,                       1 

Butcher,                i 

z 

Farmers  above  56I.  a  jpear,  10 

Aakers, 

4 

Ditto  under  50L                  4 

Lint  manufacturer, 

i 

Innkeepers,             -             f 

tPagts  of  HaniUrafiSf  Labourer *i  &c. 


A  carpenter  receives  a 

day,  -  It.  2d. 

A  mafon,       -        -     is.  8d. 
Weaver  for  linen  8d.  the  yard. 
Do.  coarfe  woollen  4d.  do. 
Day  labourer,  male,     is.  2d. 


Female,  at  hay,  8d« 

The  female  fervant  victualled 

by  her  mailer,  il.  15s. 

The    male  fervant  victualled 

by  his  matter,  yearly,  61  6s. 


Price  of  Provifum. 


Beef,  the  pound,  4fd. 
Veal,  -  -  5d. 
Mutton,  -  4fd. 
Lamb,  in  Juno,  the  quar- 
ter, -  xs.  6d. 
Pork,  the  pound,  4d. 
Getfc,  -  -  2s.  6d. 
Ducks,  each  pair,  2s;  6d. 


Fowls,  ditt6,         • 
Chickens,  ditto; 
Butter,  the  pound, 
Cheefe,  the  ftone, 
Oatmeal,  the  peck, 
Wheat,  the  boll, 
Barley,         -  - 

Oats, 


as.  6d. 
is.  4d. 

iod. 

6s. 

is.  id; 

aas. 

i7" 

12s. 


M in «W/.— There  »  a  lime-ftone  qaarry  wrought  m  this 

parifti  to  a  confiderable  extent.    About  4000  botts  of  lime 

are  fold  annually  from  this  parifh.    The  lime  is  carried 

upwards  of  30  miterS.j  and  raifes  cxceUent  crop*.  *  Coal 
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has  been  difcovered  in  this  parifh,  but  there  is  nolle 
wrought  at  prefent.  The  lime  work  is  fupplied  with  coal 
from  the  parifh'of  Cranftoun. 

Advantages.^-T\it  vicinity  of  Dalkeith  marker,  tie 
neighbourhood  of  coal  and  lime,  and  the  great  road  lead- 
ing to  Edinburgh  and  to  die  S.,  are  great  advantages  to 
the  farmers.  This  parifh  has  a  peculiar  advantage  m  be- 
ing altogether  freed  from  thirlage.  For  many  years  paft, 
there  has  not  been  a  corn  mill  in  the  parifh.  The  linst 
work  employs  a  confiderable  number  of  hands.  About  6 
years  ago,  a  fociety  was  formed  in  Path-head,  for  the  fup- 
port  of  diftrefied  labourers.  The  number  at  prefent  is 
tipwards  of  "140  :   The  flock  amounts  to  160L  Sterling. 

Antiquities. — There  are  the  remains  of  a  camp  or  en- 
trenchment at  Longfaugh,  in  this  parifh.  It  Hands  upon 
a  rifing  ground,  is  of  a  circular  form,  and  the  entrench- 
ments may,  in  many  parts,  be  eafily  traced.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  fome  confiderable  battle  had  been  fought  in 
this  parifh,  from  the  great  number  of  bones  dug  up  when 
Path-head  was  building.  ,  In  the  lower  ground,  feveral 
chevaux  de  frife  have  been  found,  which  were  ufed  for 
wounding  horfes  feet*  They  are  in  the  form  of  rings*  6 
inches  in.  diameter,  and  armed  all  round  with  fharp  pikes; 
turned  up  in  a  circular  manner; — The  cattle  of  Crichton  is 
a  very  ancient  and  magnificent  building.  "  This  cattle," 
fays  Pennant,  «  was  once  the  habitation  of  the  Chancellor 
"  Crichton,  joint  guardian  with  the  Earl  of  Callander  of 
"  James  II.,  a  powerful  and  fpirited  ftatefman  in  that 
"  turbulent  age  5  and  the  advifer  of  the  bold,  but  bloody 
u  deeds  againft  the  too  potent  Douglas.  During  the  life 
"  of  Grichton,  it  was  befieged,  taken,  and  levelled  with 
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<*  ground  by  William  Earl  of  Douglas.  It  was  afterwards 
•*  rebuilt,  and  part  of  this  new  work  is  uncommonly  ele- 
«  gam." 

EccUftafticat  State. — The  church  was  founded,  26th  De- 
cember i449>  by  Sir  William  Crichton,  Chancellor  of 
Scotland,  with  confent  of  James  Crichton,  Knight,  his 
fon  and  heir,  for  a  provoft,  9  prebendaries  and  2  finging 
boys,  out  of  the  rents  of  Crichton  and  Locherwart :  a 
menfal  church,  belonging  to  the  archbifhop  of  St.  An- 
drew's, referving  to  the  bifhop  the  patronage  of  the  prebends 
of  Vogrie,  Arnifton,  Middleton,  and  Locherwart.  It  is  a 
venerable  building  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  the  W.  end  left 
unfinifhed.  .  It  is  fituated  at  the  weftern  extremity  of  the 
pariih. — Colonel  Callander  of  Crichton  is  patron. — The 
living  is  3  chalders  1 2  bolls  of  barley,  3  chalders  4  bolls 
of  meal,  and  45 1.  Sterling  in  money.  The  glebe  is  be- 
tween 6  and  7  acres  of  good  land.  The  manfe  was  built 
in  1758,  and,  with  a  (mall  repair,  might  be  made  an  ex- 
cellent houfe. 

School  and  Poor.— The  fchool  has  been,  for  fome  years 
paft,  removed  to  Path-head,  the  mod  populous  part  of 
the  pariih.  The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  about  100  merks : 
The  fees,  is.  6d.  for  Englifh ;  2s.  for  writing;  and  2s. 
6d.  for  writing  and  arithmetick.  He  has  between  70  and 
80  fcholars;  and  his  income  may  amount  to  30L— The 
poor  are  fupported  by  the  colle&ions  at  the  church  door, 
the  dues  on  marriages  and  funerals,  and  the  remainder  of 
a  fmall  (lock,  which  is  now  nearly  exhauited.  Though 
afleflment  is  not  altogether  without  difadvantages,  it  will 
be  neceflary  in  this  pariih* 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXV. 
PARISH  OF  PRIMROSE,  OR,  CARRINGTON; 

(County  of  Edinburgh,  Synod  of  Lothian  an* 
tweeddale,  presbytery  of  dalkeith.) 

By  the  Rev*  Mr*  John  Fleming. 


frame,  Situation,  and  Extent 

THE  original  name  of  this  parifh  feems  to  have  been 
Carririgton,  which  is  always  pronounced,  and  very 
often  fpellcd  Cairnton.  Of  the  origin  of  this  name,  no  fa- 
tisfa&ory  account  occurs*  As  far  back  as  the  year  171 1, 
it  feems  to  have  received  the  name  of  Primrofe,  mod  pro- 
bably from  the  family  of  that  name  having  acquired  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  landed  property  which  it  con- 
tains. But  although,  fince  the  period  above  mentioned, 
which  is  the  earlicft  at  which  any  parifii  records  appear, 
it  has  always  paffed  under  the  name  of  Primrofe  in  writ- 
ing, fuch  is  the  attachment  of  mankind  to  whatever  fc 
ancient,  that,  in  the  oral  communications  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, it  (till,  for  the  molt  part,  retains  the  name  of 
Cairnton.  At  the  extreme  points,  its  length,  from  E.  to 
W.,  is  about  3  J,  and  its  breadth,  from  S.  to  N.,  2  miles. 
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Climate*  SoiI%  Cultivation,  and  Preduce.—-The  hills  calk 
ltd  the  Moorfoots  on  the  S.,  and  the  Pentlands  on  the  N., 
byattrafting  the  clouds  in  their  progrefs  from  the  W.* 
render  die  climate  of  this  parish  rather  drier  than  that  of 
the  country  on  both  fides  of  it,  in  their  more  immediate 
neighbourhood*    In  the  eaftern  part  of  the  parifli*  the 
6tuation  of  which  is  low,  the  air  is  temperate  \  to  the 
weftward,  it  becomes  colder  than,  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
diftance,  and  the  inconfiderable  elevation  of  the  ground, 
antecedent  to  experience,  we  fhould  have  naturally  fup- 
pofed.    The  longevity  of  feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
their  freedom,  in  general,  from  epidemical  difeafes,  feem 
to  be  proofs  of  its  falubrity.     About  the  village  of  Prim- 
rofe, the  foil  is  good  and  dry.    But  towards  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  parifli,  it  is  cold,  wet,  and  moorifh,  particu- 
larly to  the  N.  and  W,    Villages  feem  generally  to  be  fet 
jlown  upon  the  mod  eligible  fpots,  both  as  to  climate 
and  foil,   of  the  feveral  diftri&s  in  which  they  are  fi* 
fuated.     Even  in  thofe  rude  ages,  in  which  fettlement? 
are  formed,  jnen  have  difcernment  to  feleft  thofe  fitua- 
tions  in  which  the  air  is  lead  inclement,  and  the  herb- 
age moft  fre(h  and  abundant.     The  cultivation  and  ma- 
nure of  a  long  feries  of  years,   which,   in   the   infancy 
of  agriculture,  men  always  apply  to  the  fields  immediate- 
ly adjacent  to  the  villages  they  inhabit,  increafe  the  natu- 
ral fuperiority  of  the  circumjacent  lands  to  thofe  that  are 
remote.     The  produce  of  the  parifh  confifts  of  wheat, 
barley,  oats,  peafe,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  clover.     On  the 
light  and  dry  lands,  the  moft  approved  rotation  of  crops 
fcems  to  be  turnips  or  potatoes,   aits,  clover,  turnips, 
&c.     On  thofe  that  are  more  inclined  to  wet  and  clay, 
wheat  after  fallow  is  more  frequent.    The  plough,  which 
is  by  far  the  moft  in  general  ufe,  is  that  conftru&ed  by 
$mall,  and  drawn  by  2  horfes.     Bu$  a  fenfc  of  die  obvi- 
ous 
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<TU8  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  ufe  of  (ingle  carts* 
has  not  been  able  to  vanquifh  the  inveterate  prejudice 
againft  them,  and  in  favour  of  double  carts.  On  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  parifh,  very  inconsiderable  progrcfe 
has  been  made  in  the  improvements,  of  which  it  is  fuf- 
ceptible.  Not  a  fmaH  part  of  it  is  ftill  unenclofed,  and  it* 
general  appearance  is  rather  bleak  and  unfheltered. 

Number^  and  Employment  of  the  Inhabitants. — The  ave- 
rage of  births  recorded  from  1752  to  1762,  was  16,5  ; 
from  1762  to  1772,  12,5  \  ^tom  *772  to  l7%2>  lf»S »  f™** 
1782  to  1792,  9,6  :  From  which  it  appears,  that  as  there 
are  no  manufactories  in  the  parifh,  to  encourage  the  influx 
of  inhabitants  from  other  quarters,  the  population  mutt  be 
in  a  ftate  of  gradual  decreafe.  Hence,  the  number  re- 
turned to  Dr.  Wcbfter  in  1755,  which  amounted  to  555, 
was,  in  July  1793,  reduced  to  329  fouls  of  both  fexes, 
and  of  all  ages  and  descriptions.  The  chief  caufe  of  this 
diminution  has  been  the  laying  down  to  grafs  a  confider- 
able  part  of  the  lands,  in  confequence  of  which  many 
of  the  farm  houfes  and  cottages  have  fallen  into  decay. 
If  it  were  duly  confidered,  that  the  foil  derives  its  value  en- 
tirely from  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the  confequent 
demand  for  its  produce,  this  mode  of  management  would 
probably  be  adopted  with  more  caution,  even  by  thofe  to 
whom  profit  is  the  ultimate  objeft.  The  number  of  fa- 
milies in  the  parifh  is  85  :  of  females,  171  ;  of  males, 
158  ;  and  of  children  below  10  years  of  age,  66.  There 
are  42  Scceders  in  the  parifh,  including  die  children  of 
thofe  who  are  of  that  perfuafion.  All  the  reft  of  the  in- 
habitants attend  the  Eftablifhed  Church.  There  arc  in 
the  parifh  9  farmers,  1  fmith,  1  wright,  2  weavers,  3  tai- 
lors, 1  fhoemaker,  1   gardener,  and   1  fmali  innkeeper. 

The 
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The  bulk  of  the  reft  of  the  people  are  farmers  fervantt 
and  labourers.  There  are  no  practitioners  either  of  law 
or  phyfic  in  the  pariflv.  There  are  only  z  heritors,  1  of 
whom  refides. 

Rent,  fcc.— The  Valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  2830!. 
Scots*  As  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  land  in  it  is 
in  the  natural  pofleffion  of  the  proprietors,  the  real  rent 
cannot  be  afcertained  with  precifion.  For  the  fame  rea-i 
fon,  the  number  of  black  cattle,  horfes,  and  flieep  main* 
tained  in  it  cannot  be  eftimated  with  any  degree  of  accu- 
racy ;  becaufe  they  are  always  confiderably  more  numer- 
rous  in  fummer  than  in  winter.  The  rent  of  the  largeft 
form  is  2351.9  and  of  the  finalleft  50  L  Sterling  #. 

Churchy  Stipend,  School,  Poor,  &c.-— The  church  was 
built  in  171 1.  Its  form  is  regular  and  convenient,  and 
its  walls  well  built  and  fubftantial.  But  as  the  roof  is 
much  decayed,  as  the  windows  are  (hattered,  the  walls 
Tough  from  the  hand  of  the  mafon,  the  feats  crazy  and 
irregular,  its  internal  appearance  is  the  very  reverie  of  that 
Cmple  elegance  which  befits  a  place  of  public  wodhip. 
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•  The  rate  of  wages  h  as  fellows  1  Of  a  ploughman,  from  61.  (0  7 1.  ; 
of  a  maid  (Servant,  from  a  I.  101.  to  3I.  I«a,  a  year,  befides  v&uals:  of  a 
labourer,  from  10  d.  to  14  d.  \  and  of  a  woman  for  hoeing  turnips  or  potatoes, 
or  for  hay-making,  from  6  d.  to  7  d.  a  day,  without  victuals :  of  a  mafbn  or 
Wright,  from  aod.  to  tid.  a  day,  without  vftuals  t  The  wages  tor  cutting 
hay,  but  especially  corn,  in  harvcft,  vary  according  to  drcumftance*.  For 
feme  time  paft,  work  people  of  all  kinds  have  been  more  eafily  procured  than 
formerly,  an4  their  wages  begin  rather  to  fall.  The  price  of  every  article  it 
nearly  the  fame  here,  as  in  the  Edinburgh  market,  by  which  it  is  regu'ated  \ 
with  this  disadvantage,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli  more  pty 
the  carriage  of  eareiy  thing  they  fell  to  Edinburgh,  and  of  every  thing  they 
hoy,  from  that  city,  which  ii  at  the  dhlance  of  about  9  miltf. 
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The  manfc  was  built  in  17561  and  underwent  a  thorough 
repair  in  1790 ;  but  the  offices  are  paltry  and  ruinous. 
The  (Upend,  by  decreet  of  locality  in  17429  is  3a  bolls  of 
barley,  32  bolls  of  oatmeal,  and  3  8 1.  6  s.  8  d.  in  money.— - 
The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  100  merks  Scots.  The  num- 
ber of  his  fcholars  is  generally  under  20.  The  only 
branches  of  education  that  are  taught  are,  reading  Englifir, 
writing,  and  arithmetick.  For  the  firft  of  thofc,  the 
fchool  wages  are  I4d< ;  for  the  fecond  i8d. ;  and  for  the 
third  2  s.  a  quarter.  The  whole  of  the  fchoolmafter's  in- 
come, including  perquifites  of  every  kind,  cannot  exceed 
10I.  a  year,  befldes  a  fmall  houfe  and  garden.-*— The  num- 
ber of  pool  upon  the  parifli  roll  is  generally  about  12, 
who  receive,  according  to  their  exigencies,  from  2  s.  to 
4  s.  6d.  a  month.  This  monthly  diftribution  is  made  from 
the  collections  at  the  church  doors,  dues  of  marriages  and 
mortcloths,  &c. ;  and  formerly,  draughts  upon  a  fmall 
fund  at  intereft,  but  that  being  lately  exhaitfted,  at  pre* 
fent  an  afleffinent,  of  about  16I.  a  year,  paid  equally  by 
the  landlords  and  tenants.  Poor  rates,  like  every  other 
thing,  may  be  attended  with  fome  inconvenience*  They 
may,  in  fome  inftances,  encourage  idlenefs  and  avidity  ifi 
thofe  by  whom  they  are  claimed,  or  peculation  and  ex- 
travagance in  thofe  by  whom  they  are  adminiftered.  But 
it  feems  undeniable,  that  they  poflefs  this  advantage,  that 
they  proportion  diftribution  to  opulence,  and  force  the 
churlifh  to  fhare  equally  with  the  charitable,  the  burdea 
of  fupplying  the  neceffities  of  the  indigent* 

Miscellaneous  Obfervatiom.— -The  only  regular  fund  for 
repairing  the  roads  and  bridges  in  the  parifli,  is  the  ftatute 
labour,  which  is  converted  at  i8d.  for  every  ploughgate, 
and  which  amounts  to  about  18I.  a  year.    The  length  of 

the 
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the  whole  roads  in  the  pariih  may  be  about  10  miles.  The 
whole  of  thefe  roads  were,  till  very  lately,  in  a  miferable 
ftate  of  difrepair,  and  a  great  part  of  them  has  never  been 
yet  formed.  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pe&ed  that  die  application  of  fo  fmall  a  Aim  can  be  pro- 
ductive of  any  considerable  improvement.  Senfible,  how- 
ever, of  the  advantages  of  good  roads,  which  furnifh  one 
of  the  moil  defirable  accommodations  in  every  country, 
the  farmers  and  inhabitants  have  of  late  years  managed 
this  bufinefs  in  a  manner  very  creditable  to  themfelves, 
and  beneficial  to  the  publick.  Betides  making  good  fbme 
of  the  roads,  which  were  formerly  impafiable,  they  have 
built  2  fmall  bridges,  and  levelled  2  very  heavy  pulls ;  and 
if  the  road  leading  from  Peebles  through  the  villages  of 
Primrofe  and  Dalhoufie  to  Dalkeith,  which  has  hitherto 
abforbed  a  great  part  of  the  pariih  funds,  and  on  which 
there  was  ere£ted,  feveral  years  ago,  a  turnpike  near  the 
place  laft  mentioned,  was  to  be  repaired  from  the  proceeds 
ef  that  turnpike,  which  thofe  whp.ufe  the  road,  and  pay 
the  toll  duties,  are  certainly  entitled  to  expert,  there  is 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  repairs  of  the  other  roads 
would  advance  fo  rapidly,  that  the  whole  would  foon  be 
in  good  condition. 

There  is  only  1  threihing  machine  in  the  pariih.  It  is 
of  fuch  a  conftru&ion,  that  one  fimilar  to  it  may  be 
ere&ed  for  about  30I.  It  is  wrought  by  2  horfes,  and  is 
equal  to  the  work  of  any  farm.  The  publick  attention, 
with  regard  to  thofe  ufeful  machines,  feems  to  have  been 
fixed  upon  a  wrong  point.  The  tcft  of  fuperior  excellence 
appears  to  have  been  hitherto  chiefly  the  produ&ion  of  the 
greateft  quantity  of  work  in  a  given  time.  Hence,  ma- 
chines have  been  conftru&ed,  which,  efpecially  when 
wrought  by  water,  are  fufficient  to  threfli  the  produce, 
3  K  2  nQt 
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not  of  one  farm  only,  but  of  a  whole  parHb.     But   cer- 
tainly it  would  be  more  ufeful  to  endeavour  to  reduce 
them  to  fuch  fimplicity  of  form,  and  fownefe  of  price,  as 
would  bring  them  within  the  reach  of  thofe  fanners  of 
moderate  capital,   who  compofe  die  great  body  of  dux 
profeflion.    Hence,  every  model  of  thofe  machines,  which 
can  be  conftru&ed  at  a  fmall  expenfe,  merits  the  publkk 
attention ;  fo  that  by  comparing  the  different  forms,  ex- 
perience may  be  able  to  afcertain,  which  is,  upon   the 
whole,  the  mod  eligible. 

On  the  river  South  Elk,  which  bounds  the  pariftft  on 
the  S.  and  S,  E,,  there  are  fome  good  Rations  for  creel- 
ing machinery,  and  particularly  one  thought  to  be  ex- 
tremely commodious  for  a  paper  mill.     In  fome  future 
period   of  more  advanced  induftry,  thofe  ftations  nay 
prove  the  more  valuable,  that  the  whole,  parifli  is  (aid  to 
be  a  field  of  coal  of  different  ftrata,  one  of  which  k  of 
very  fuperior  quality,  and  another  of  the  dikknefe  of  n 
feet.    It  has  alfo  been  thought  by  fome,  that  the  adja- 
cent grounds  exhibit  ftrong  appearances  of  iron  (lone. 
Upon  the  banks  of  this  river  alfo,  which  are  now  over- 
run and  deformed  with  furze  and  broom,  ^rees  wouM 
{hoot  with  luxuriance,  (hade  and  beautify  the  country, 
and  amply  reward  the  planter's  toil.    But  all  thofe  natu- 
ral advantages  remain  negle&ed.    To  whatever  quarter 
of  the  globe  we  turn  our  thoughts,  fimilar,  but  more 
'(hiking,   objc&s  of  regret   meet  our  observation.    The 
earth,  which  induftry  might  have  turned  into  a  fruitful 
garden,  remains,  for  the  mod  part,  a  wafte  and  barren 
wildernefs.    How  numerous  and  extenfive  are  the  Sa- 
vannahs, on  which  the  ploughfhare  and  the  fickle  never 
gleamed  !    How  tall  and  majeftic  are  the  forefts,  in  which 
the  found  of  the  hatchet  (icyer  echoed !    Upon  many  of 

the 
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the  rivers,  which  roll  their  mighty  waters  through  die 
nations,  the  fail  of  commerce  has  been  almofl  never  feen* 
The  furface  of  the  earth  is  ftrewed,  and  its  bowels  arc 
impregnated,  with  the  rude  materials  of  ufeful  manufao 
tures,  which  the  hand  of  {kill  has  never  touched.  Man 
feems  more  eager  to  defolate  and  deftroy,  than  to  prpduce 
and  cultivate.  When  (hall  the  happy  period  arrive,  at 
which  ruin  and  carnage  fhall  ceafe  for  ever,  and  all  the 
fons  of  men  fhall  place  their  glory  in  imitating  the  charac-* 
ter  of  the  Supreme  Univerfal  Father,  who  delights  to  cre- 
ate, to  improve,  and  to  felicitate  ? 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXVI. 

PARISH   OF   CORSTORPHINE- 

(CoOnty  ant>  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Synod  of 
Lothian  and  Tweeddale.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Oliver, 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  and  Soit. 

THIS  parifh  is  faid  to  have  obtained  its  name  from 
the  circumftance  of  a  golden  crofa  being  prefented 
to  the  church  by  fome  French  nobleman,  "  Croix,  (Tor 
jfine"  and  hence  Corftorphinc.  But  as  there  is  no  rem- 
nant of  tradition,  which  relates  to  any  change  of  name 
having  taken  place,  and  which  this  vulgar  opinibn  doth 
imply,  we  are  rather  to  look  for  the  origin  of  the  name 
from  fome  of  thofe  local  circumftances  which  determined 
the  firft  fettlers  to  give  to  places  thofe  appellations  which 
they  yet  bear.  According  to  fome  (killed  in  the  Gaelic 
tongue,  the  name  fignifies  the  milk-houfe  under  the  hill. 
Others  derive  it  from  Coire,  a  large  hollow,  or  round 
glen ;  Stoir>  fteps  through  a  wet  place  5  and  Phiny  either 
from  Fionn,  white,  or  from  Fein  the  Fingobans,  i.  e  the 
hollow  or  glen  with  the  white  fteps,  or  the  glen  of  the 

Fingoban 
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ifingoban  fteps.    The  termination  Fitly  may  have  come 
from  Fionfi,  wells  or  fountains.— Its  greateft  length  k  4 
Engliili  miles,  and  its  greateft  breadth  2  J  miles  $  its  form 
is  regular.— -The  furface  is  in  general  level,  rifing  to  few 
eminences,  and  thefe  inconfiderable;  over  a  great  part  of 
its  extent,  it  fpreads  into  a  fmooth  plain.     The  grounds 
of  greateft  elevation,  are  thofe  which  go  by  the  name  of 
Corftorphine-hills,  an  appellation  they  hardly  could  have 
gained,  unlefs  from  being  in  a  manner  infulated  in  the 
midft  of  rich  vallies,  where  they  form  a  diverfity  highly 
conducive  to  die  beauty  of  the  country :  on  the  S.  and 
W.  fides,  they  rife  from  the  plain  by  an  eafy  gradual  af- 
fent  5  on  the  E.  fide,  they  are  more  precipitate,  and  run 
N*  in  an  indented  criftated  form,  into  the  boundaries  of 
the  parifli  of  Cramond.    Their  appearance  on  the  S.  fide 
is  remarkable  for  its  beauty.    They  are  decorated  with 
the  beautiful  feats  of  Belmont  *  and  Beechwood  ;  the  lat- 
ter of  which  is  remarkable  for  that  pleafing  and  elegant 
neatnefs  with  which  it  hath  been  embelliihed  by  its  prc- 
fent  pofleflbr.     Almoft  the  whole  of  the  grounds  being 
arable,  and  of  the  greateft  value  when  converted  to  this 
ufe,   there  is  lefs  occupied  with  plantations  than  is  no* 
cefiary  for  the  embelliihment  of  the  country,  and  even, 
perhaps,   than  what  might  a&ually  be  conducive  to  its 
interefts,  from  affording  that  (belter  which  is  fo  friendly 
to  vegetation  f.    Every  diverfity  of  foil,  in  its  feveral  mo* 

difications* 

9  In  1745,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  when  paffing  by  Belmont,  obfemd, 
that  in  his  march  through  Scotland,  this  villa  was  the  handfomeft  he  had  (ten, 
and  the  moft  in  appearance  like  thofe  in  England. 

f  There  is  growing  near  the  village,  in  a  dole  belonging  to  Sir  William 

Dick,  a  fycamore  tree  of  a  considerable  fiee,  and  the  brgeft  in  Scotland, 

which,  in  the  end  of  May  and  beginning  of  June,  exhibits  an  appearance  of 

the  nwft  talking  beauty.    That  fide  which  if  tapofed  to  the  fun,  in  the  co- 

*  loot  , 
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<Efications>  is  to  be  found  in  this  parifh.  In  fome  place*, 
there  is  found  the  rich  black  loam  :  this,  diverfified  with 
day  and  fand,  forms  that  which  prerails  moft,  and  produces 
very  plentiful  crops*  In  a  great  part  of  the  meadow 
ground*  it  is  mofly,  or  compofed  of  decayed  vegetables. 

Metals  and  M f«fr«fr-— There  are  no  metals  or  miner* 
ah  at  prefent  dug  in  this  pariih,  qor  any  account  of  their 
erer  having  been  found.  Search 'at  prefent  is  making  for 
coal  in  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Keith  of  Ravejfton,  where 
there  are  very  fine  quarries  of  free  or  fand-ftone,  much 
in  requeft  for  the  buildings  carrying  on  at  Edinburgh,  on 
the  fide  of  Corftorphine4iill,  oppofite  to  Mr.  Keith's  quar- 
ries, which  are  compoled  of  the  fand-ftone.  There  are 
in  the  lands  of  Clermifton  inexhauftible  quarries  of  the 
blue  whin-ftone,  or  toad-ftone. 

Churchy  Manfe^  and  ArArc/.— The  church  is  an  ancient 
■ad  refpe&able  building :  It  is  of  Gothick  archite&ure, 
and  buik  in  the  form  of  the  Jerufalem  crofs.  The  prefent 
church  was  founded  near  the  parifh  church  of  this  place, 
by  Sir  John  Forefter  of  Corftorphine,  Lord  High  Cham* 
berlain  of  Scotland,  and  anceftor  to  the  Lord  Forefter,  in 
the  year  1429,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  for 
a  provoft,  5  prebendaries,  and  2  ringing  boys*  It  was  a 
toliegiate  church,  to  which  belonged  thofe  of  Corftar* 
phine,  Dalmahoy,  Hatton,  Cramond,  Collington,  &c.  The 
teinds  of  Ratho,  half  of  the  teinds  of  Adderton,  and  of 
tipper  Cogar,  were  appropriated  among  the  revenues  of 
this  college.    The  firft  provoft  was  Nicholas  Bannatyne* 

who 

lour  of  the  leaves,  b  of  the  nchrft  vivid  yellow  hue ;  from  whence  this  tree 
Si  ea&ly  diftinguiflied  at  a  diftance  almoft  incredible.  A  lew  flips  have  been 
taken  from  it,  and  which  are  thri?ing  very  will  in  ether  pans  of  the  country. 
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^ho -died  in  1470,  and  was  buried  in  the  church,  where 
his  epitaph  ftill  remains.     The  coat  of  arms  of  the  family. 
o^  Forefter  is  ^very-  where  difpc*fed  over  the  building. 
Within  the  churph  in  niches,   are  feyeral  monumental, 
remains  of  this  family.    The  figures*  cut  out  in  (lone,  are 
as  large  as  life  :  Amidft  that  decay,  which  t-hey  appear,  to 
have  fuffered  from  time  and  yielencc,  they  exhibit  proofs 
of  having  been  executed  with  dexterity  and  Jkill/  The 
male  figures  art  covered  with  complete  armour,  and  the 
female  appear  richly  ornamented,  according  to  the  fashion 
and  drefs  of  the  times.    The  roof  is.  fupported  by  ftrong 
arches,  and  is  formed  by  large  fton^  flags :    The  whole 
building  feems  to  have  fuffered  little  by  the  wafte  of  time. 
'  The  infide,  a  few  years  ago,  was  fitted  up  in  a  modem 
and  commodious  manner,  at  a  confiderable  expenfe,  by 
the  heritors.     Sir  William  Dick  of  PreftonGeld,  Baronet, 
is  patron.— -  The  manfe  and  offices  have   been  repaired 
by  die  heritors  this  laft  year,  for  the  Convenience  of  the 
incumbent.— The  fchoolmafter  hath  no  houfe,  but  is  al- 
lowed a  fum  of  money  in  lieu  thereof.    What  is  perhaps 
lingular,  he  hath  a  fmall  piece  of  ground  or  glebe,  near 
the  extent  of  an  acre,  amongft  the  emoluments  of  his  office* 
contiguous  to  the  Village  5  and  besides  this,  he  poffeflethan 
acre  of  ground,  which  Kes  upon  the  fide  of  the  Water  of 
Leith,  near  Coltbridge,  which  is  called  the  Lamp  Acre: 
a.  piece  of»(ground  which  was  deftined  for  defraying  the 
expenfes  of  a  lamp  which  hung  in  the  £.  end  of  the 
church  of  Corftotphine.     It  is  not  long  fince  the  pulle^ 
for  fupporting  it  was  taken  down.     There  are  various  con* 
je&ures  concerning  the   ufe  this  lantp  was  intended  to 
ferve.     Some  fay,  that  it  was  in  honour  of  the  Virgin, 
before  whole  ftatue  it  was  lighted  up  :  others,  and  with 
more  probability  ..think,   that  it  ferved  as  a  beacon  to 
Vol.  XIV.  ,    3  L  dire* 
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direft   travellers  going  from  Edinburgh,   along  «l    roerf 
which,  in  thofe  times,  was  both  difficult  and  dangerous. 

There  is  in  this  parifh  another  place  of  worihip,  bar 
which  appears  never  to  have  been  ufed  for  that  purpof; 
fince  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  It  is  a  fmall  chapd 
at  Gogar,  which  is  now  annexed  to  Corftorphinc  :  their 
is  a  burying-ground  around  it,  and  which  is  (131  ufed  for 
this  purpofe.  There  are  alfo  a  few  acres  of  ground  as  a 
glebe,  which  belongs  to  the  minifter  of  Corftorphinc,  and 
which,  fome  years  ago,  was  let  in  feu  by  the  prefbytoy 
of  Edinburgh  to  the  proprietor  of  the  eftate  of  Gogar. 

There  is  a  fchool  ftill  fupported  in  the  village  of  Go 
gar.  Befides  the  emolument  of  clafs-fees,  the  fchoolmai- 
ter  is  in  ufe  to  receive  fome  benefa&ion  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  place. 

Population^  &c— According  to  Dr.  Webfter*s  report, 
the  population  in  1755  was  995.  The  prefent  number  of 
fouls  is  1037  :  of  males,  484 ;  of  females,  553  ;  at  8 
years  of  age,  and  under,  there  are  228  ;  of  families,  there 
are  250  ;  which  makes  only  4^  to  a  family.  The  num- 
ber of  farms  is  about  17 ;  and  none  of  them  of  immo- 
derate extent.  The  praftice  of  engroffing  fmall  farms 
feems  not  to  have  been  pra&ifed  in  a  degree  any  way 
prejudicial  in  this  parifh.  The  greateft  part  of  it  is  di- 
vided between  3  heritors :  Befides  thefe,  there  are  about 
14  fmaller  heritors  and  feuars.  There  are  no  manufac- 
turers in  this  parilh.  The  numbers  employed  in  the  com- 
mon occupation  of  tradefmen,  are  as  under : 


Tailors  3*      i  Apprentice;         ■     ■ 

Weavers        8,      3  Apprentices ;  ■ 

Carpenters    9,      i  Apprentices,      2  Journeymen ; 

Mafons 
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Mafons         *,  1  Apprentice,  1  Journeyman  -9 

Smiths  4,  2  Apprentices,  1  Journeyman  & 

Shoemakers  2*         ■  ■ 

Butchers        2 ;  Brewers  1 ;  Baker  1. 

Diffenters  of  every  denomination  from  the  Eftabliihed 
Church,  are  55.  Among  thcfe,  1  is  a  Cameronian ;  the 
reft,  for  the  greateft  part,  belong  to  the  two  fefts  of  Se- 
ceders  *.— The  poor  are  provided  for ,  by  the  colle&ions 
at  the  church  door,  the  annual  intereft  of  fome  mortifica- 
tions, and  cafual  donations  from  the  heritors  :  there  is  n* 
afleflment  by  rates.  The  adminiftration  of  thefe  funds  is 
committed  folely  to  the  minifter  and  kirk-feffion*  The 
number  of  poor  on  the  roll  is  generally  about  20. 

Rent.— The  valued  rent  is  about  5200  Scots.    From 

the  advantage  of  the  fituation,  near  the  Edinburgh  market, 

3  L  2  for 

*  From  the  report  which  I  have  received  from  the  old  people  in  the  village 
of  Co.ftorphine,  the  population  there  muft  have  greatly  decreased,  fince  the 
Beginning  of  this  century ;  almoft  whole  ftreets,  which  were  filled  with 
houfes,  being  now  bid  out  into  gardens.  One  evident  ciufe  of  bringing  people 
to  thit  plice,  not  only  for  a  tranfient  vifit,  but  a  permanent  residence,  hath  for 
ibme  years  been  removed.  The  mineral  fpruig-  of  this  place,  whofe  waters 
were  much  celebrated  for  their  medicinal  virtues,  hath  been  in  total  difrepute 
and  difufe  for  a  number  of  years.  It  u  faid  by  fome  people,  that  in  attempt- 
ing to  condu&  a  drain  near  the  place,  that  the  fpr!ng  or  fouree  of  the  water  was 
thereby  deftroyed..  When  it  was  in  repute,  Gorftorphme  was  a  place  of  fathion- 
able  refoit  for  the  people  of  Edinburgh,  and  had  its  balls,  and  other  fafluon- 
able  amufements  of  watering  places.  The  water  of  this  fpring  is  naturally 
cold :  It  ft  impregnated  with  sulphur,  fea,  and  Epiom  salt  j  and,  without  ar- 
rogating too  many,  or  too  great  virtues,  might  evidently  be  ujeful  in  many  caies, 
in  the  c;rc  of  u'eers,  old  wounds,  and  cutaneous  eruptions. 

I  have  no  authentic  regifter  of  the  number  of  births  and  burials,  for  a^P 
sjWen  (cries  of  years ;  but  from  thofe  which  have  taken  place  within  thefe 
xS  months,  the  number  of  the  former  will  exceed  the  latter  in  a  very  great 
proportion,     If  there  ihall  be  pubtiflied  an  Appendix  to  this  work,  I  expeQ  to 
£e  able  te  give  as  accurate  ftatcment  of  thcfe,  with  other  communications. 
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for  the  fale  of  produce,  the  real  rent  of  the  land  in  th 
parifh  amounts  nearly  to  5000L  Sterling.  The  arcra^f 
rent  the  acre  (Scots  meafure)  may  be  computed  from  36s 
to  al.  Sterling. 

Agriculture. — Agriculture,  in  -its  different  department 
b  conducted  in  this  parifh  according  to  the  moft  ixnpror- 
ed  modes  adopted  in  Scotland,  or  the  bordering  count.: 
of  England.  Summer  fallow,  and  a  due  proportion  c 
gTeen  or  meliorating  crops,  are  obferved  in  the  rotation 
JBut  the  mode  of  CQndu&ing  thefe  is  often  varied  by  th: 
moft  judicious  farmers,  and  which  arifes  from  a  circum- 
stance of  local  advantage,  their  accefs  to  procure  dur; 
from  Edinburgh  j  by  this  means,  they  are  enabled  to  nL 
crops  from  their  lands  in  a  fucceffion,  which  thofe  vh 
have  not  this  advantage  do  not  venture  to  try.  It  wZ 
therefore,  in  general,  be  found,  that  in  places  more  re- 
mote from  the  capital,  a  greater  uniformity  prevails  Li 
their  fyftems  of  management  than  is  obferved  here.  Par- 
ticular attention  is  paid  to  raifing  of  potatoes,  which  ii 
here  conduced  with  great  fuccefs,  and  for  which  Edir- 
burgh  affords  a  ready  market.  They  reckon  their  land 
after  this  crop  to  be  very  favourable  for  raifing  whea: ; 
and  which  being  a  profitable  crop  on  high  rated  land,  b 
neceffary  for  defraying  the  cxpenfe  laid  out  in  preparir; 
the  ground  for  the  potatoe  crop.  To  bring  an  acre  of  1 
potatoe  crop  to  market,  amounts  to  an  expenfe  of  id, 
on  land  rented  at  2I.  the  acre.  Dung  4 L;  ploughing, 
planting,  and  drefiing,  sl.  10s.  ;  rent,  2l. ;  carrying  n 
j^narkct,  il.  10s.,  at  the  rate  of  is.  the  boll,  30  bolls  k- 
ing  an  average  produce :  Total,  10I.  For  feed,  thole 
called  Red  N^Jbs,  are  in  higheft  cftimation.  The  raifiac; 
of  yams,  for  the  feeding  of  horfes,  is  beginning  more  an  J 

mor 
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pore  to  be  introdkeed.— Turnips  are  cultivated  in  this 
parifh,  but  not  to  a  great  extent.    Though  they  are  rear* 
ed  here  to  great  perfe&ion,  and  repay  the  farmer's  toil* 
bringing  this  year  (1793))  near  <**•  ^c  acre>  zry*  confumed 
upon  the  farm  $  yet  they  are  not  reckoned  the  moft  pro* 
Stable  green  crop,  as  they  exclude  the  wheat  crop,  which 
i»  here  of  fuch  importance.     The  Swecliih  turnip  hath 
been  introduced  into  this  parifh :  the  feed  is  fown  in  beds 
in  a  garden,  and  planted  out  in  drilled  rows.     The  farm- 
ers, in  general,  diflike  this  fpecies  of  turnip,  and  prefer 
the  common  one ;  although  it  certainly  may  be  fubfervient 
to  the  bed  purpofes.     On  farms  where  cattle  or  iheep  are 
fed  with  turnip,  as  the  common  fpecies  is  fo  apt  early  to 
{hoot,  or  be  rendered  ufelefs  by  froft,  where  there  is  no 
fupply  of  any  other  fucculent  or  green  food,  the  cattle 
muft  either  be  fupported  with  hay  and  corn,  at  an  enor- 
mous expenfe,  or  the  farmer  muft  bring  them  to  'market* 
however  difadvantageous  to  his   intereft.    The  Swediih 
turnip,  as  it  (lands  againft  the  froft,  and  is  not  apt  to 
{hoot,  offers  to  the  farmer  the  moft  probable  and  certain 
relief  againft   this   inconvenience.    This  feafon,   it  hath 
been  cultivated  to  a  confiderable  extent  at  Gogar,  and 
with  great  fuccefs,  notwithftanding  the  drynefs  of  the  fea- 
fon  of  planting.     It  will  alfo  ferve  moft  advantageoufly  to 
fill  up  blanks  in  the  rows  of  the  other  turnip. — There  it 
not  a  great  number  of  milch  cows  kept  by  the  farmers, 
the  profits  of  the  dairy  not  being  reckoned  equal  to  thofe 
which  arife  from  the  produce  of  the  lands,  when  in  til* 
lage. 

They  ftill  prepare  for  market,  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  what  is  well  known  over  the  kingdom,  by  the  name  of 
Corftorphine  Cream.  I  have  not  been  able  to  receive  any 
account  of  the  time  when  it  was  firft  introduced.    I  have 

nt 
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no  doubt,  but  it  hath  a  juft  claim  to  a  vefy  great  ami* 
quity.  Nor  do  I  know  if  the  fame  mode  of  preparation 
hath  been  always  in  ufe ;  at  prefent,  there  is  fone  vari- 
ation obfenred.  I  believe,  the  mod  approved  process  is 
very  fimple,  and  is  as  follows  :  They  put  the  milk,  when 
frefh  drawn,  into  a  barrel  or  wooden  veflel,  which  is  fub- 
mitted  to  a  certain  degree  of  heat,  generally  by  knmerfian 
in  warm  water  :  this  accelerates  the  ftage  of  fermentation; 
the  ferous  is  feparated  from  the  other  parts  of  the  milk, 
the  oleaginous  and  coagulable  j  the  ferum  is  drawn  off*  by 
a  hole  in  the  lower  part  of  the  veflel  $  what  remains  u 
put  into  the  plunge  churn,  and,  after  being  agitated  for 
feme  time,'  is  fern  to  market  as  Corftorphine  cream  \ 

Implements  cf  Jfi^adty— Thefe,  in  no  rcfpc&,  differ 
from  fuch  as  are  in  common  ufe.  There  are  %  threftiinjr 
mills  in  this  parifb ;  and  the  farmers  are  fo  convinced  of 
their  utility,  that  more  will  foon  be  ere&ed  :  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Edinburgh,  they  are  of  lingular  advantage  ; 
they  enable  the  farmer,  whdn  he  fees  it  profitable,  to  bring 
a  great  part  of  his  crop  immediately  to  market ;  he  is  not 
incumbered  with  the  ftraw,  as  he  would  be  in  diftant 
parts  of  the  country,  as  Edinburgh  offers  him  a  ready 
fnarket  for  it  at  all  times.    In  a  farm  of  any  considerable 

extent, 

♦  Oxen  are  ufed  on  one  farm  in  this  pari/h,  with  great  advantage.  Tfcc 
prejudices  which  hare  ezcluded  their  employment  from  the  labours  of  agri* 
fcultuir,  are  likely  to  be  removed  :  perhaps  they  arofe  from  the  dirtike  of  the 
Servants,  more  than  the  opinion  of  the  mailer  ;  the  former  being  better  pleafrd 
(-Wkh  die  fight  of  a  pair  of  fleek  well -ted  horfea  When  properly  trained, 
they  will  walk  an  faft  at  horfes  in  the  yoke  ;  and,  when  ai  weU  fed,  will  per* 
form  the  fame  labour.  On  the  above  farm*  two  pair  have  often  ploughed  a* 
acre  nf  fummer  'allow  in  a  day.  They  are  fuccefsfully  employed  on  fhit  farm, 
in  drawing  in  a  thre&hg  machine ;  Their  e^ual  fteftdy  draught  it  edaniraHy 
'  4*ited  to  this  purpofe. 
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extent,  thefe  machines>will  very  much  reduce  to  Ac  farm* 
«r  the  price  of  labour  j  with  his:  ordinary  hands,  he  can 
threih  his  com,  and  carry  on  all  hb  other  occupations  pn 
the  fame  day*  They  may  now  be  built  foT  the  expenfe  of 
40I.  or  45 1.  Sterling,  to  be  worked  by  2  horfes.  One  in 
the  neighbouring  parifti  of  Cramond  (at  Gray^Crook,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Allan),  conftru&ed  on  thefc  principles, 
will  threfc  from  6  to  8  bolls  in  the  hour. 

Manure.— That  alone  which  is  here  ufed,  is  dung  ei- 
ther made  upon  the  farm,  or  brought  from  Edinburgh. 
There  can  be  no  difpute  concerning  the  fuperiority  of  this 
manure  over  all  others  5  but  it  hath  been  a  matter  of  con- 
fiderable  furprife  to  farmers  in  other  counties,  why  lime 
is  reje&ed  as  a  manure  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edin- 
burgh, where,  though  dung  may.  be  procured,  it  is  often 
at  an  exorbitant  rate.  It  is  anfwered  to  this,  that  the 
lands  here,  which  have  received  dung  mixed  with  fo  much 
fiihes,  would  be  injured  by  liming  ;  the  aflies  having  per- 
formed that  which  the  lime  is  intended  to  produce,  viz* 
to  loofen  the  foil,  and  aft  as  a  ftimulus.  Notwithftand- 
ing  of  this  opinion,  which  is  believed  to  be  well  founded, 
perhaps  lime,  in  certain  cafes,  might  be  applied  with  ad- 
vantage *,  not  to  ground  which  is  impoveriihed  and  exhauft- 
ed  of  vegetable  aliment,  but  in  the  ranked  foil,  and  where 
even  the  greateft  quantity  of  dung  hath  been  laid  down : 
as  it  is  well  known,  that  calcareous  bodies  have  a  ftfoag 
affinity  to  oils,  the  lime  applied  to  ground  abounding  with 
thefe,  will  affift  in  bringing  forward  that  procefs  which, 
is  favourable  to  vegetation ;  and  if  it  abounds  with  the 
uncorruptcd  roots  of  weeds  and  noxious  plants,  it  will 
*  haften  their  deftruftion,  and  thus  produce  a  double  bene* 
fit.    I  may  perhaps  here,  with  propriety,  remark,  that  I 
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have  heard  it  often  taken  notice  of,  M  an  etrdr  in  the 
farmers  of  this  neighbourhood,  that  th'ef  were  not  ftiffi- 
cicntly  careful  to  have  their  grounds  cleaned  by  fummer 
fallow,  before  they  manured  them  with  Edinburgh  dung  *. 

Ackvaniogts  arid  Difodvantages. — The  advantage*  are  de- 
rived almoft  entirely,  perhaps,  from  the  vicinity  to  the 
capital,  where  the  demand  for  whatever  the  ground  can 
produce  is  conftant  and  great.  The  farmer  feels  thefe 
advantages  in  every  branch  of  his  trama&ions.  The  ftraw 
of  his  corns,  and  even  his  chaff,  become  objc£U  of  con* 
{iderable  value  from  this  circumftance.  The  landlord  h 
fenfibly  benefited,  from  the  great  increafe  of  rent  which 
thefe  circumftantes  produce*  Another  advantage  this  pa- 
rifli  poflefles  is,  from  being  very  conveniently  interfered 
by  the  two  great  roads  which  lead  to  Glaigow  ,  by  which 
means,  the  communication  with  the  Edinburgh  market 
for  carriages  is  convenient  and  eafy. 

One  of  the  difadvantages  is,  the  diftance  from  coal, 
Corftorphinc  being  almoft  equally  removed  from  the  ccJ 
mines  in  the  E.  or  the  W.  parts  of  the  Lothians-  The 
lower  grounds  of  this  parifh  fufFer  much  inconvenience 

from 

•  Prict  ef  Labour.- -The  wages  of  ploughmen,  and  oeher  labourers  e» 
rloyed  in  hulbandry,  a-*l  who  are  hired  yearly,  or  at  the  end  of  every  hz  i 
year,  are  not  extravagantly  high  in  this  parifh,  and  are  lower  than  10  aruay 
Other  placet  of  Scothnd,  particularly  in  the  eountiei  of  Roxburgh  and  Brr- 
wickihirc.  Servants  who  are  married,  and  have  familhs,  besides  pecuniar* 
emolument,  have  fuch  a  rccoftyenfe,  in  carriage  of  fuel,  in  nral,  and  other 
neceflarfcs  of  life,  as  renders  their  Situation  comfortable.  The  average  increafe 
of  the  wages  of  men  and  women  fervants,  wkhiri  thefe  lift  feven  years,  may 
he  reckoned  about  one-third.  The  wages  of  nutans  anJ  carpenters  are  la  a 
higher  proportion  than  thofe  of  fervants  employed  in  hufbandrj  $  perhaps,  thi; 
U  owing  to  the  vicinity  to  the  capital*  where  their  labour,  fur  many  years,  ha.- 
bten  &  much  demanded. 


•  bf  Corjtorphinei  4J7 

from  being  readily  flooded  by  water  after  heavy  and  in- 
ccflant  rains.  From  their  level  fituatidn,  the  water  15  not 
eafily  removed,  the  ground  thereby  injured,  and  the  hopes 
of  the  hufbandman  often  fruftrated.  There  is  a  vail  track 
of  meadow  ground,  which  is  fubje&ed  to  this  inconve* 
nience.  If  there  are  great  falls  of  rain  early  in  harveft, 
the  whole  crop  rs  in  danger  of  being  loft 5  which  hath  not 
unfrequently  happened*  To  drain  thefe  grounds,  and  to 
fubjett  them  to  the  culture  of  the  plough,  hath  been  of 
late  a  considerable  objeft  of  attention  to  the  proprietors* 
and  Aims  of  money  expended.  And  fo  great  and  incon- 
venient was  the  accumulation  of  waters  on  thefe  grounds 
m  former  times,  that  in  the  laft  century,  it  was  made  an 
obj<?&  of  parliamentary  attention :  and,  in  1661,  an  a£t 
Of  parliament  Was  pafTedj  enjoining  a  ftri£t  attention  to 
the  clearing,  every  two  years,  what  is  called  the  great 
drain,  and  empowering  every  one  intercfted  in  it  to  com- 
pel the  othets  through  whofe  lands  it  pafles  to  do  their 
part.  The  inconvenience,  from  the  fuperabundance  of 
ftagnated  waters,  hath  in  part  been  removed  ;  for  fo  con* 
fiderable  was  it,  that  the  Lords  Forefter  of  Corftorphine 
were  accuftomed  to  bring  their  provifions  from  Edinburgh* 
by  water  carriage,  in  a  boat,  from  Coltbridge  to  their 
houfe  at  Corftorphine ;  where  there  are  the  remains  of  a 
very  considerable  moat  or  ditch  for  holding  water.  But 
while  this  evil  hath  been  removed,  the  chief  objett,  viz. 
to  bring  the  lands  into  a  ftate  of  culture,  hath  not  been 
procured ;  and,  between  the  two,  a  material  lofs  hath  beeri 
fuftained.  Thefe  grounds  formerly  produced  very  heavy 
crops  of  grafs  and  aquatic  plants  5  and,  before  the  intro* 
du&ion  of  broad  clover,  were  the  chief  firpply  of  the 
Edinburgh  market,  for  green  food  for  cattle  ;  by  the  par- 
tial draining  they  have  received,  they  are  rendered  too  dry 
Vof*SV.  3M  far 
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for  the  production  of  the  aquatic  plants,  and  not  drf 
enough  for  the  purpofc  of  tillage.  A  plan  hath  been  pro- 
pofed,  and  which  the  fituation  of  the  ground  renders  per* 
fe&ly  pra&icable,  for  -  conducing  canals  through  the 
ground,  as  is  done  in  feveral  places  of  England;  and 
thereby,  with  the  afliftance  of  flukes,  laying,  at  pleafure, 
and  for  limited  periods*  the  grounds  under  water,  fe  as  to 
raife  that  abundant  herbage  formerly  produced,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  delivering  the  country  from  the  evil  and  the 
inconvenience  of  ftagnating  waters.— It  will,  perhaps,  be 
thought  ftrange,  that  I  fhould  clafs  among  the  diladvas- 
tages  of  this  parifh,  the  execution  of  the  intended  canal 
The  farming  intereft  are  of  opinion,  they  would  be  ma- 
terially injured  by  it.  It  is  evident,  that,  as  a  mode  of 
conveyance  to  them  fo  near  Edinburgh,  it  is  no  object  •, 
but  it  would  deprive  them  of  the  privilege  they,  with 
others  in  the  vicinity,  exdufively  poflefe,  of  purchaiing 
the  ftreet  and  other  dung  about  Edinburgh :  For  by  the 
canal,  it  would  find  its  way  to  places  even  very  remote- 
Several  articles,  too,  as  potatoes,  &c.  would  be  reduced 
in  the  prices  they  now  bear,  by  being  brought  from  lands 
much  lower  rented.  Befides  this,  the  number  of  horfes, 
employed  in  carrying  goods  from  the  weft  couutry,  would 
thereby  be  diminiflied ;  which  at  prefent  furnifh  a  lucra- 
tive market  for  fome  of  their  crops ;  as,  hay,  oats,  and 
efpecially  peafe  and  beans. 

There  is  a  great  want  of  running  water  in  this  parifh, 
except  in  one  corner,  where  it  is  flightTy  vifited  by  the 
Water  of  Leith  j  and  in  a  fmall  part  of  its  weftern  divi- 
fion,  by  the  little  rivulet  called  Gogar  Burn.  There  is  no 
appearance  of  any  ftream  to  animate  the  fcene,  or  to  be 
made  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  manufa&ures  and  of 
improvements. 

7  '  Among 
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Among  the  prefent  difadvantages  of  this  parifli,  is  reck* 
oned  the  want  of  manufactures.  It  is  evident,  from  its 
being  not  fupplied  with  water,  fo  neeefiary  in  the  requi- 
fite  machinery,  that  only  certain  fpecies  of  manufactures 
are  admiffible.  And  the  extent  to  which  thefe  ought  here 
to  be  introduced,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  fubjeCt  of  the 
laft  importance,  but  of  nice  and  difficult  difcuflion.  I  am 
not  much  eonverfant  in  fubjeCts  of  political  economy,  and 
it  is  with  extreme  diffidence  I  venture  to  advance  any  thing 
on  this  fubjeCt,  but  feeling  its  importance,  as  intimately 
connected  with  the  public  profperity,  and  bell  interefts  of 
the  people,  I  fugged  what  follows : 

In  this  parilh,  agriculture  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  pri- 
mary profeffion,  and  all  others  fliould  be  conduced  with 
the  view  of  promoting  ks  fuccefs ;  for  it  is  the  foundation 
which  fupports  manufactures.  That  it  hath  not  yet  been 
carried  to  the  utmoft  point  of  perfection  it  will  admit,  id 
not  only  true  of  this  neighbourhood,  but  of  the  mod  cul- 
tivated diftrids  in  England :  a  ftiU  larger  capital,  a  (till 
greater  number  of  hands  may  be  employed.  The  improve- 
ments carrying  on  in  the  fields ;  the  change  in  the  mode 
of  hufbandry,  by  the  introduction  of  new  machinery ;  of 
new  fpecies  of  grain  or  of  feeds,  and  to  which  no  limits 
can  be  affigned,  demand  the  employment  of  a  number  of 
people  of  every  fex  and  age,  in  the  fervice  of  the  huf~ 
bandmen  for  carrying  on  his  plans.  Formerly,  hay  time 
and  harveft  were  the  only  feafons  which  called  forth  wo- 
men, and  people  of  fedentary  profeffions;  but  now,  in  the 
improving  fyftem,  the  whole  fummer  requires  their  la^ 
hours.  Children  too,  who  formerly  had  no  (hare  in  the 
talk,  may  now,  at  an  age  not  very  advanced,  be  made 
ufeful,  and  contribute  afliftance  to  their  parents  for  fup- 
porting  them,  without  impairing  their  vigour,  or  Hinting 
3  M  2  their 
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their  growt\  While  agriculture  thus  offers  not  emhj  a 
refource  againit  want,  but  the  means  of  comfortable  fub~ 
(iftence  to  fuch  as  are  able  and  willing  to  work,  in  parishes 
jituated  like  this,  in  a  political  view,  I  (hould  confider  it 
as  unwife  to  attempt  the  introduction  of  manufactures 
to  any  cpnfiderable  extent:  In  a  moral  view,  I  (Hould 
Confider  it  with  regret  and  with  dread.  On  this  fubject, 
under  ail  the  emitting  circumftanccs,  the  balance  is  not  to 
be  (truck  between  the  gains  on  the  one  Gde  and  on  the 
other,  that  of  manufa&ures  and  that  of  agriculture,  but 
between  the  fym  of  a&ual  enjoyment  and  profperity  to 
be  produced  on  each  fide.  I  hefitate  not  one  moment  to 
decide,  that  it  is  in  favour  of  agriculture,  in  a  proportion  al- 
fnoft  too  great  for  calculation.  By  the  purfuit  of  agriculture, 
is  every  perfon  ^employed  who  is  willing  to  wprk  i  Doth 
induftry  reap  a  reward,  by  which  not  only  the  nee* fiaries, 
but  comforts  of  life  are  procured  i  In  a  place  fo  fituated, 
what  more  is  wanted?  Are  manufactures  introduced, 
workmen  employed  there  will  get  higher  wages ;  but  with 
thefe  too,  the  defire  to  fpend  them  in  idle  diflipation. 
Ufeful  hands  would  be  tempted  to  forfake  the  peaceful 
labours  of  agriculture,  where  a  rife  of  wages  would,  by 
the  farmer,  be  feverely  felt.  The  employments  in  agri- 
culture greatly  conduce,  not  only  to  promote  the  health 
of  the  lower  clafies,  but  to  preferve  their  morak  from  that 
degradation  and  corruption  which  is  lamented  in  manufac- 
turing towns.  The  grafping  hand  of  avarice,  never  fads* 
fied,  exafts  from  children  employed  in  manufa&ures,  talks 
unfuited  to  their  years ;  fickly  and  debilitated,  their  growth 
is  never  or  feldom  that  of  full  manhood.  .  Since  the  ma- 
nufacturing rage  hath  commenced,  the  waftc  of  the  hu- 
man fpecies  would  not  be  eafy  to  compute.  Children  bear 
the  confinement  with  impatience,  unjuftly  deprived  of  the 

hour$ 
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hours  which,  in  the  feafon  of  youth,  fliould  be  devoted  to 
play,  they  often  are  tempted  to  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  making  their  efcape.  In  the  works  of  agriculture,  in . 
which  they  are  employed,  they  oftpn  alfo  difcover  that 
they  are  amufed.  In  manufacturing  places,  where  nunw 
bcrs  are  neceflarily  aflembled,  the  poifon  of  vice  fpread* 
wide,  and  enters  dpep ;  in  thofc  of  advanced  years,  tho 
degradation  and  corruption  which  the  human  mind  fuffers, 
is  painful  to  confider;  their  politics  too  often  degenerate 
into  tumult  and  rebellion  j  their  religion,  if  they  even 
profefs  any,  into  idle  difputation,  difcord,  and  fchilhi. 
The  manners  of  the  people  employed  in  husbandry  are 
generally  marked  by  contentment,  refpeft  for  religion,  and 
$very  peaceable  difpofition.  Their  health  feldom  needs 
to  be  repaired  by  the  aid  of  the  phyfician  j  and  afibcia* 
tions,  for  relief  in  diftrefs  of  this  nature,  are  hardly  to  be 
found  amongft  this  clafs  of  men,  a6  is  dated  by  Mr*  Ro* 
bertfon  in  his  Agricultural  Survey ;  but  amongft  manufac- 
turers, where  it  is  impaired  by  the  unwholfomenefs  of 
tfieir  profeffion,  or  the  confequences  of  debauchery  *. 

Mtfcellanemi 

f  Thcfc  obfoprations  I  have  not  made  from  theoretical  principles,  bat  from 
g£ual  obfenration  j  which  was  confirmed  to  me  by  a  neighbouring  clergyman, 
into  whafc  parldi  jnaoufeAures,  to  a  contid  arable  extent,  have  been  introduced. 
fht  perfians  cheat  employed  ass  collected  from  all  the  manufacturing  towns  i* 
Eegiand,  Ireland*  and  Scotland.  They  are  continually  fluctuating ;  feel  cms 
degree  of  lotereft  in  the  profperity  of  the  place  j  and  aft  as  If  delivered  from 
all  the  restraints  of  Recency  and  decorum.  In  gmeral,  they  manifeft  a  total 
disregard  to  character,  and  indulge  in  every  vice  wbkb  opportunity  enables  (hem 
to  perform. 

The  influence  of  their  contagious  example  muft  fprtad,  and  familiarize  U) 
crimes  perfona  who  formerly  considered  them  with  abhorrence.  While  I  enter* 
tain  no  doubts  refpefting  ihefe  obf<  rvationt,  on  the  fuhjecl  of  tnanufa&ures  is) 
general,  1  am  alfo  of  opinion,  iliat,  under  a  certain  modification,  they  mar  t« 
introduced  into  a  country  parifli,  where  agriculture  ought  to  be  the  principal 

Qbje* 
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Mifctllantous  Obfervations.—Thz  air  of  this  place,  though 
often   loaded  with  fogs  and  damps,  which  exhale  from 
the  low  grounds,  which  are  of  a  wet  nature,  cannot  be 
reckoned  unhealthy.     Any  noxious  efle£h  which   thcfe 
might  produce,  are  probably  prevented  by  that  ventilation 
which  this  place  receives  by  the  winds,  which  frequently 
Wow  here  with  confiderable  violence,  from  the  W.  and 
S.  W.    There  are  not  here  any  endemic  difeafes  ;    and 
die  epidemic  difeafes,  when  they  prevail,  have  by  no  means 
here  any  peculiar  virulence.    The  village  of  Corftorphioe 
hath  generally  been  reported  to  be  in  an  unhealthy  fitua- 
tion,  by  reafon  of  dampnefs.     I  have  met  with  no  proofs 
of  this  opinion,  in  the  situation  of  the  health  of  its  inha- 
bitants: 

object  of  attention,  with  advantage.  There  13  a  great  part  of  the  featon,  as  in 
winter,  when  the  farmer  needs  not  the  work  of  thofe  people,  which  bis  fum» 
mer  occupations  require.  The  labour  in  which  they  are  employed  in  their  ©wa 
fcoufes,  during  that  interval,  Is  feldom  <b  productive  as  to  fubftft  them  with 
comfort.  To  employ  them  in  that  feafon,  in  fuck  maoufaft  ores  as  would  keep 
alive  aud  ftlmuLate  their  induttry,  and  be  a  fource  of  emolument  ta  their  fa- 
milies, would  be  to  difpenfe  to  th<-m  eflrntial  benefits.  But  to  aecomplHh  this, 
will  be  found  to  be  a  work  of  greater  difficulty  than  at  firft  fight  may  -pp-ar. 
The  point  in  aneftion  to  be  gained  is,  to  promote  in  them  the  induftr ions  fpi- 
lit  and  habits  of  the  manufacturer,  to  permit  them  to  reap  and  enjoy  a  mare  of 
his  habits,  without  debilitating  their  minds,  impairing  their  health,  or  destroy- 
ing their  predilection  and  relifli  for  the  labours  of  the  field,  when  the  feifoa 
calls  them  forth,  and  to  which  the  moft  decifive  preference  ought  ever  to  be 
given.  To  difcofs  this  fubjeft,  is  greatly  beyond  the  bounds  or  defigne  of  an 
article  in  a  Statiftical  Report.  It  prefers  a  field  of  laborious  difcuffion,  con- 
cerning thofe  means  by  which  it  might  be  made  practicable,  and  which  would 
eihaufc  a  volume.  I  am  not  pofTeflcd  of  the  information  ncceflary,  or  the  ta- 
lents  requifite  for  the  execution  of  fuch  a  work.  I  hope  the  opinion  on  which 
it  is  founded,  will  not  be  confidered  at  chimerical,  or  the  plan  impracticable. 
The  idea  prerTes  on  my  mind,  as  being  of  the  higheft  importance,  in  a  political 
and  moral  view.  The  man  who,  with  fuccefs,  (hall  confecrate  his  labours  to 
accomplish  this  obje&,  is  juftly  worthy  of  envy ;  For  to  him  fludl  be  das  the 
praife  of  having  advanced  and  fecurtd  the  heft  iaterefti  of  patriotifm,  of  hu- 
aaaaity,  aid  of  virtue* 
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bitants:  rheumatifm  is  not  more  general  here  than  in 
Edinburgh,  or  other  places.  I  have  never  feen  the  inter- 
mittent fever  in  any  form.  In  the  village  and  parilh,  there 
are  a  great  many  old  perfons,  but  none  at  an  age  which 
merits  particular  notice. 

The  people  of  this  parifh,  in  refpe&  of  their  general 
chara&er,  are  entitled  to  praife.  They  are  induftrious  in 
their  occupations :  and,  though  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  capital,  they  difcover  no  fooiifti  and  vain  defire  to  copy 
after  its  fafhions;  neither  have  they  adopted  its  vices.  %  Their 
conduit  is  never  marked  by  any  indecent  outrage  againft 
the  laws,  by  which  fociety  is  maintained,  and  publick  hap- 
pinefs  promoted,  or  againft  the  rules  of  decency  and  de- 
corum. It  is  not  intended  to  fay,  that  from  vice  or  ble- 
mi(h  they  are  free  ;  but  thefe  are  of  that  clafs  which  be- 
long more  to  the  individual,  than  to  the  publick  character. 
They  are  ftained  by  none  which  fometimes  chara&erize 
whole  clafles  of  people,  pointing  them  to  their  neighbours 
as  the  objects  of  fcorn  and  of  abhorrence.  Their  religi* 
ous  fentiments  are  not  difgraced  by  rancour  or  animofity : 
they  regard  the  Sabbath.  In  their  attendance  on  publick 
worftiip,  they  are  regular  and  exemplary ;  during  divine 
fervice,  they  are  attentive  and  devout. 

It  would  be  improper,  were  I  not  here  to  take  notice  of 
that  liberality  of  fentiment  which  Diflenters  alfo  difcover 
in  matters  regarding  religion.  Difference,  in  religious  opi- 
nion, excites  no  difcord  or  ftrife  between  them  and  their 
brethren  of  the  Eftabliflunent :  They  exercife  a£ts  of  mu- 
tual kindnefs,  and  live  in  the  bonds  of  charity  and  frater- 
nal love.  They  who  belong  to  the  inferior  clafs  in  fo- 
ciety, have  an  appearance  in  their  perfons,  houfes,  and 
families,  which  is  both  decent  and  re(pe£table,  and  not 
exceeded  by  any  en  the  fame  level  in  any  part  of  the 

countrv : 


464  Statijfual  Account 

country :  They  are  perfe£tly  inftru&ed  and  expert  in  tk 
exctcife  of  their  profeflkms  |  and  this  they  dHcover  not  by 
the  affe&ation  of  a  knowledge  that  pufFeth  tip,  but  by 
fcmething  in  their  manner}  which  the  eye  will  underftand 
bcft,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  exprefe :  It  feHom  gives  of- 
fence ;  it  intimates  a  manly  confcioufnefs  of  their  abilities, 
and  of  defervmg  the  juft  reward  of  exercifing  them. 

It  was  with  infinite  pkafure  I  obferved  an  attention  paid 
to  cleanlinefo,  neatnefs,  and  propriety  in  their  hoofes, 
which,  in  the  lower  ranks  in  fociety,  is  an  tmequtrod 
proof  of  a  regard  to  fentiment  and  to  chara&er.    They 
were  generally  well  furnifhed,  and  accommodated  wid  1 
thofe  conveniencies  which,  in  former  ages,  would  bare  I 
been  deemed  luxury.     An  air  of  fatisfaOion  and  of  coa»  I 
tentment  was  m  general  diffitfed  over  all  $  and  the  heart 
of  every  philanthropist  and  good  man,  muft  hare  rejoiced  in 
beholding  a  ihare  of  the  incre&fing  profperhy  and  wealth 
of  the  country  falling  to  the  lot  of  a  numerous  and  de- 
ferring clafs  of  men.    And  this  refle&ion  inevitably  ftiikes 
the  mind,  that  no  change  or  revolution  in  the  fyftems  of 
government,  could  ever  render  the  fituation  of  the  labour' 
sng  clafs  of  foeiety  (and  which  in  every  change  muft  eiHt)) 
more  comfortable  or  more  happy. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXVII. 

PARISH    OF    EWES; 

(county  and  synod  of  dumfries,  presbytery  of 
Langholm.) 

By  the  Rev*  Mr.  John  Laurie. 


Situation ,•  Extent,  and  Nam*. 

TH  E  parifli  of  Ewes  is  fituated  in  the  eaftern  extre- 
mity of  the  county  of  Dumfries.  Its  length  from 
N.  to  S.  is  8  miles ;  and  its  medium  breadth  about  5^ 
The  water  of  Ewes  runs  through  the  parifli,  taking  its  rife 
in  the  height  of  the  country,  at  the  northern  extremity, 
and  lofing  itfelf  in  the  E(k  at  Langholm,  2  miles  below  its 
fouthern  boundary,  dividing  it  almoft  into  two  equal  parts. 
In  the  E.  part  of  the  parifli,  the  water  of  Tarras  takes  its 
rife,  and,  running  nearly  S.  W.,  difcharges  itfelf  likewiie 
into  the  Elk,  nearly  3  miles  below  the  town  of  Langholm. 
—I  have  no  guefs  of  the  etymology  of  the  name  of  the 
parifh,  unlefs  it  be  taken  from  its  being  a  pafture  country, 
and  fed  moftly  by  iheep  of  that  description. 

Vol.  XIV,  3N  Roads, 
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Rood*,  Surface,  &c. — The  great  turnpike  road  front 
Edinburgh,  by  Hawick,  Langholm,  and  Carlifle,  to  Lon- 
don, runs  along  the  banks  of  the  Ewes,  and  gives  it  an 
air  of  improvement  which  k  did  not  before  poffefs.  This 
road  was,  according  to  my  information,  planned  by  Mr. 
Pultcncy,  and  carried  into  execution  in  the  year  1765,  by 
an  a£t  of  parliament,,  obtained  for  that  purpofe.-  There 
are  2  other  publick  roads,  the  one  leading  to  the  E.,  and 
opening  a  communication  into  that  divifion  of  the  county 
of  Roxburgh  called  Liddlefdale  ;  the  othet  opening  up  the 
communication  to  Dumfries  and  Moffat.  Both  thefe  roads 
were  made  by  a&  of  parliament,  laying  on  fo  much  year- 
ly upon  the  lands  of  the  different  heritors,  according  to 
their  valued  rent,*  and  which  the  tenants  are  obliged  to 
pay  in  lieu  of  the  ordinary  ftatute-labour.  The  country 
is  very  agreeable  \  the  hills,  on  both  fides  of  the  water, 
being  entirely  green,  except  fome  fmall  fpots  of  heath,, 
fringed  with  plantations,  which  thrive  well,  and  bid  fair 
to  pay  amply  for  the  land  occupied  by  them  \  and  if  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh  fhould  continue  to  plant, 
it  will  become,  perhaps,  the  moft  pleafant  highland  coun- 
try in  the  S.  of  Scotland.  Even  in  its  prefent  fituationt 
the  views  are  many  of  them  ftriking  and  pj&urefque  from 
Ae  different  afpe&s,  which,  at  almoft  every  turn  of  the 
road,  the  country  affumes. 

Antiquities.-^- Though  next  to  a  border  parilh,  there  i* 
not,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  after  the  moft  minute  inquiry,, 
one  fingle  antiquity  worth  the  taking  notice  of,  except  one 
fmall  ftation,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  either  Saxon  or 
Piftifh,  from  its  form. 

Heritors,  Rent)  Stack,  &c— There  are  no  refiding  heri* 
>  5  tors  j, 
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ritors  ;  the  whole  of  the  parifli  belonging  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Buccleugh,  Mr.  Elliot  of  Borthwickbrae,  in  the 
.county  of  Selkirk,  Mr.  Elliot  of  Arckleton,  an  officer  in 
his  Majeft/s  22d  regiment  of  foot,  and  Dr.  John  Elliot  of 
Redheugh,  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh. — The  grofs  .rental 
is  above  2000L  ;  of  which  three-fourths  is  payable  to  his 
Grace.  It  is  fuppofed  the  ftock  upon  the  lands  of  the 
different  heritors  is  nearly  18,000  fheep;  120  black  cattle; 
and  between  40  and  50  horfes.  The  fheep  are  of  the  long 
white-faced  breed ;  which  the  tenants  are  improving,  as  I 
am  told,  both  in  fize  and  the  quality  of  the  wool,  by  rams 
brought  from  the  higher  parts  of  Northumberland.  The 
^quantity  of  wool  produced  yearly  is  between  170  and  180 
packs,  containing  12  Scotch  (lone  each;  which  fold  laft 
year  at  the  medium  price  of  16  8.  6d.  the  ftone  ;  but,  by 
the  change  of  markets,  has  this  year  Ibid  at  12  s. 

Soil,  Agriculture,  &c— In  the  lower  parts  of  the  parifli, 
the  land  upon  the  banks  of  the  water  is  generally  dry, 
?nd  inclined  to  gravel ;  but  towards  the  head,  to  a  ftrong 
deep  clay.  Very  little  corn  is  fown ;  not  more  than  80 
bolls,  Roxburgh  meafure,  one  year  with  another:  The 
produce,  from  the  datnpnefs  of  the  climate,  in  moft  years, 
is  fmall,  and  in  none,  fcarcely  equal  to  the  expenfe  incur* 
red  by  the  purchafe  of  the  feed,  and  of  the  fervants  and 
horfes  neceflary  for  carrying  on  the  labour.  Potatoes  are 
alfo  cultivated  with  fuccefs.  Within  thefe  few  years,  the 
tenants  have  fown  turnips,  which  are  generally  good,  and 
moftly  given  to  the  cows  and  young  cattle. — The  rents  of 
the  farms  rife  in  progrcflion,  from  30  to  200  guineas,  but 
are  moftly  above  100  guineas. — The  improvements  in 
building  have,  for  fome  time  paft,  been  confiderable ;  fe- 
ycral  of  the  tenants  having  got  new  houfes  and  offices  in 
1  N  2  a  fu- 
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a  fuperior  ftyle,  by  the  encouragement  of  the  Duke,  who 
gives  them  wood,  flate,  and  lime  ;  and  moft  of  them  will 
foon  be  as  well  provided. 

Manufaclures.— The  only  tradefmen  are  7  weavers,  fame 
of  whom  are  employed  in  weaving  coarfe  woollen  fluffs, 
from  yarn  which  they  purchafe  from  Galloway,  and  that 
v  neighbourhood,  and  fell  at  Carliile  for  70!.  the  yard;  and 
the  reft  either  in  weaving  linen  checks,  for  a  manufactory 
at  the  fame  place,  or  in  country  work.  One  fmith,  em- 
ployed by  the  farmers  ;  and  a  tailors. 

Climate.— We  have  no  remarkably  ol<T  people,  only  a 
Mr.  Borthwick,  a  tenant  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh\ 
who  is  84  \  and,  except  his  hearing,  retains  his  faculties 
perfe&ly.  There  are  no  difeafes  peculiar  to  the  pariftj 
but  what  people  in  all  damp  climates  are  liable  to. 

Poor,  Wages,  &c. — The  poor  rates  were  eftabliflied  in 
1774,  and  have  not  exceeded,  one  year  with  another, 
30 1. ;  and,  from  the  particular  fituation  of  the  pari/h,  it 
is  probable  will  be  dill  lefs. — The  wages  of  the  men  fer- 
vants,  employed  in  hufbandry,  from  7 1.  to  9 1,  a  year; 
and  of  the  women,  from  2I.  10  s.  to  3I.  The  wages  of 
herds  cannot  be  fo  eafily  known,  as  they  are  all  paid  in 
kind,  fo  that  they  depend  moftly  upon  the  markets  for 
fheep  and  wool.  Day-labourers,  iod.  a  day,  through 
the  feafon,  when  they  get  provifions ;  and  is.  2d.  other* 
wife. 

Papulation.— The  inhabitants  of  this  parifh  have,  for  feme 
time  paft,  been  diminishing.  I  find,  in  the  account  given 
to  Dr.  Webfter  in   1755,  tlie  population  ftated  at  39 2. 

At 


Of  Ewes.  469 

At  this  period,  it  docs  not  exceed  320.  This  decreafe  is 
owing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  difficulty  the  poor  find  in 
procuring  fuel ;  but  moftly  to  the  fituation  of  the  farms, 
which  are  generally,  and  at  a  lefs  expenfe,  managed  by  fer- 
vants  redding  in  the  tenants  houfes,  than  by  herds  having 
houfes  and  families  of  tljeir  own. 

School. — There  is  a  parifli  fchool,  which  is  regularly 
taught;  the  falary  of  which  is  81.  6s.  8d.,  which,  toge- 
ther with  3 ).  for  cplle&ing  the  poor's  rates,  and  il.  as 
precentor  and  feflion-clerk,  makes  the  whole  fomething 
above  13L  a  year.  The  other  emoluments  arc  fo  (mall, 
that  I  do  not  think  the  prefent  teachfcr,  who  is  married, 
and  has  5  children,  4  fons  and  1  daughter,  can  draw  more 
than  17L  He  has  a  houfe,  which,  together  with  the 
fchool-houfe,  has  been  this  laft  feafon  rebuilt,  at  a  confi- 
dcrablc  expenfe  ;  but  there  is  no  garden. 

Stipend,  &c. — The  (Upend  annexed  to  the  living,  con- 
tilts  of  47 1.  fome  odd  (hillings,  in  money,  5I.  us.  irx<L 
for  communion  elements,  and  3  chalders  of  vidual,  2  of 
meal  and  1  of  barley.  No  augmentation  has  taken  place 
lince  the  year  1655,  when  the  decreet  was  obtained  from 
the  Court  of  Seffion.  The  glebe,  till  within  thefc  few 
months,  contained  about  14  Englifh  acres,  and  the  paf- 
turage  of  40  (heep  upon  a  farm  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Buccleugh.  This  pafturage  has,  by  his  Grace's  goodnefs, 
been  valued,  and  land  fet  apart  contiguous  to  the  old 
glebe,  by  which  it  now  confifts  of  about  3 1  acres  of  the 
fame  meafure.  The  church  and  manfc  are  both  old  *,  and 
being  nearly  ruinous  (land  much  in  need  of  repair. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXVm. 

-  * 

PARISH    OF    WfGTON, 

(COUNTT   ANI*  PRBSBYTKET    OF   WlGTON,    $TKOf>    Of 

Galloway.) 
By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrew  Djjncan. 


Name. 

THE  parifli  of  Wigton,  by  a  natural  apd  obvious  idea, 
is  denominated  from  the  town,  the  place  where  die 
church  was  originally  ere&ed,  and  which  contains  the  moft 
of  the  parifhioners.  The  name  of  the  town  itfelf  is  ap- 
parently Saxon,  and  feems  to  have  arifen  among  that  peo- 
ple, by  whom  Wigton  was  probably  founded,  in  the  7th 
or  8th  century,  when  they  were  matters  of  this  part  of 
the  country.  The  name  feems  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  local  titration;  though  the  precife  fignification  and 
etymology  of  the  word  is  rather  uncertain.  It  is  probably 
compounded  of  the  two  Saxon  words,  wic,  a  village,  and 
tony  a  hill ;  thus  fignifying,  a  town  feated  on  an  eminence, 
as  Wigton  ftrikingly  is.  Or,  perhaps,  it  may  be  derived 
from  vik,  a  corner,  and  ton,  a  hill,  in  the  fame  language ; 

alluding 


alluding  to  the  particular  fituation  of  the  hill  of  Wigton, 
which  Hes  in  a  corner,  between  the  river  of  Bladenoch  and 
frith  of  Cree 

Situation,  and  Extent.— This  parifli  is  bounded  by  die 
river  Bladenoch,  which  feparates  it  from  the  parifli  of 
Kirkinner,  on  the  S. ;  by  a  fmall  rivulet  and  a  morafy 
dividing  it  from  the  parifh  of  Penningham,  on  the  W.  ft 
by  the  burn  of  the  Caufeway-cnd,  otherwife  called  the 
Bifliop-bum,  which  runs  between  it  and  the  laft  men* 
tioned  parifh,  on  the  N.  ,  and  by  the  bay  of  Wigton  and 
frith  of  Cree,  on  the  E.  The  figure  is  rather  irregular, 
as  in  forae  places  it  indents,  and  in  other  places  is  indent* 
cd  by  the  furrounding  parifhes 5  but,  upon  the  whole,  ap- 
proaches mod  nearly  to  that  of  a  long  fquare.  The  great- 
eft  length,  from  E.  to  W.,  is  between  5  and  6  English 
miles )  and  the  greateft  breadth,  from  S.  to  N.,  almoft  4 
miles.  The  contents,  according  to  the  moil  accurate  con- 
je&ure,  may  amount  to  about  5500  acres  *• 

SoU 

»  •  Climate  ami  Seofotu^—Tht  climate  of  this  place,  which  is  fitnated  be- 
tween the  54th  and  53th  degree  of  N.  latitude,  though  certainly  rather 
cold,  is  not  intemperate.  The  gentle  breezes  which  arife  from  the  fea, 
help  to  prefenre  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  render  the  weather  more 
moderate  than  could  otherwife  be  expc&ed  in  fo  northern  a  fituation* 
Perhaps,  the  greateft  defc&  of  this  climate,  anting,  no  doubt,  from  the 
proximity  of  the  fta,  is  an  inconftancy  of  weather,  to  which  this  place 
is  remarkably  fuhjed.  The  purity  of  the  air,  as  well  as  the  date  of  the 
weather,  is  affe&cd  by  ow  infular  fituation.  Being  frequently  loaded 
with  vapours  from  the  fea,  it  is  at  times  damp  and  unwholefome ;  but  as 
it  is  often  ventilated,  and  kept  in  motion  by  the  wind,  it  is  in  general 
pretty  pure  and  healthful.  Befidea  thefe  more  general  caufea,  there  are 
two  or  three  local  circumftances,  by  which  the  climate  is  here  mora  par- 
ticularly affe&ed.  The  ftewartry  hill?,  from  their  fuperior  height,  heljp 
to  cover  this  place  from  the  N.  and  £.  wind ;  the  letter  hills,  with  which 
the  parifli  itfilf  abounds,  afford  a  flicker  to  the  plains  below  them ; 

whilt 
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Soil  and  Satface*±Ari  the  parifli  of  Wigton,  though  *■* 
fo  fmall  extent,  there  is  a  considerable  diverfity  of  foil  ani 
furface.  The  fouthern  fide,  which  runs  along  the  rirr 
Bladenoch,  is  interfperfed  with  hills ;  which,  though  mcrr 
inconvenient  for  agriculture,  are  all  of  them  arable,  ar.: 
bear  the  fame  kinds  of  crop  as  the  plains  below  their. 
The  land  on  the  tops,  as  well  as  that  around  the  bottoms 
is  equal  in  fertility  to  the  plains  j  but  the  fides,  from  whkf 
the  earth  is  waflicd  down  by  the  rains,  are  lefs  fertile  ;  and 
the  northern  fides,  from  being  more  expofed  to  the  cole, 
are  found  to  be  worfe  than  the  fouthern.  The  foil  is  hen, 
both  on  the  hills  and  plains,  a  dry*  light,  hazle  mould,  ly- 
ing in  fome  places  on  a  bed  of  till,  and  in  other  places  o? 
a  bed  of  gravel.  As  it  is  in  general  thin,  it  is  foon  affed- 
ed  by  drought,  and  agrees  beft  with  a  ihowery  feafon,  e> 
fpeciaUy  till  about  mid-fummer;  after  which  time,  rk 

grounJ 

while  the  running  ftreams,  which  almoft  furround  it,  etiry  off  the  fc- 
perfluoui  water  from  the  land,  and  the  moifture  from  the  air. 

We  have  here  all  the  four  feafons  in  viciffitude,  though  they  are  ra- 
ther irregular  in  their  courfe.  The  fpring  feafon  almoft  never  begin  $  rHT 
after  the  Ternal  equinox,  foaietimes  not  till  towards  the  middle  of  Apni , 
and  foon  after  it  is  fet  in,  it  it  almoft  always  checked  by  an  eafterly  wei. 
which  rifes  about  the  end  of  April,  and,  continuing  for  IO  or  t%  d**s 
fcorchea  the  fields  Not  only  during  the  time  of  this  wind*  but  af:tr* 
wards  in  the  month  of  May,  and  even  in  the  beginning  of  Jane,  the:: 
are  frequently  frofts  by  night,  which  check  vegetation.  The  fnnrrrr 
feafon  generally  commences  about  the  time  of  the  folltice,  and  our  wars- 
eft  weather  is  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft.  The  heat  afterward 
fubfiding,  during  the  whole  of  September,  and  the  firft.  half  of  O&obe'. 
which  forms  the  time  of  harveft  here,  we  have  the  moil  agreeable  wea- 
ther in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  Froft  and  {how  almoft  never  fet  in  til 
towards  Chriftma*,  or  even  new-year's  day.  The  fnow,  except  when  :* 
happens  to  be  frozen,  never  lies  long,  AUom  above  two  or  three  day*, 
frequently  not  longer  than  as  many  hours.  Neither  docs  frcft  gencr^lr 
continue  long ;  though,  in  feme  years,  for  a  conGdcrable  time,  even  f*r 
the  fpace  of  fome  Weeks. 


gfatfcd1>eing  cor*pk;tely  covered  with  the  crop,  it  is  not  fo 
loon  afle&ed; 

In  the  N.  WVend  ctf  the  parifli*  tfee  face  of  the  ground 
is  ftili  move  diversified.  A  confifkrable  past  of  this  tcaifit* 
upwards  of  iopo  acre*,  confifting  of  moor  and  mot,  is 
incapable  of  tiU^gfe.  In  die  arable  groond,  wfcifch  confifla 
chiefly  of  bill*  fcatteted  amidft  A*  ifcoor  andiriofs,  the 
foil  is  coarfcr,  ami  left  p*od*<&We.  But  this  arifes*  not 
fo  much  from  an  original  difference  in  the  nature  of  the 
1and>  a*  from  the  want  of  improvement;  For  the  foil  is 
here  much  of  the  fcnie  quality,  agrees  with  the  feme  kind 
of  feafoo,  and  when  wett  improved,  produces  the  fame 
kind3  of  grain,  as  tlut  fbnheriy  dcfarlhed; 

The  N.  E.  fart  of  the  paoifh,  lyfhg  along  the  Bi&op- 
burn,  is  of  a  foil  and  furface  different  from  both,  the  form- 
er. Thb  tcaSt*  of  abdut  a  iriiks  m  length,  and  .*£  in 
breadth,  bears  all  the  marks  of  having  been  once  coveted 
by  the  fea*  It  is  atanft  orie  continued  level,  and  lies  far 
lower  than  the  reft  pf  the  parifli,  perhaps  aooiodt  hctow 
ihc  tops  of  the  adjacent  hills.  The  foil,  a*  Well,  as  the 
bed  on  ^trhich  it  refts,  confifts  of  a  kind  of  fea  fleech*  con-* 
denied  into  a  hard  fabftance*  inteftnifted  with  ifieBs,  form- 
ed in  ftrata*  and  of  great  depth;  In  a  fnbfeqnent  period* 
and  long  aftet  the  lea  had  receded,  this  tra&  muft.haar* 
been  covered  with  trees  4  the  trunks  of  which  are  ftill 
found,  in  great  number*,  interfperfied  over  the  whole  of 
it;  They  confift  of  various  kinds,  bpt  mcftly  of  oak,  many 
of  them  between  30  and  40  feet  lan$  and  lying  generally  in 
the  fame  direftion,  as  having  been  felled  by  the  weft  wind* 
which  is  die  mbft  violent  in  fins  place.  A  great  part  of 
this  t*a£k,  ptrhrfps  the  half  of  it*  is  ftill  covered  with  mofs  j 
which  feems  to  have  been  formerly  much  more  cxtenfiv*, 
a  considerable  deal  of  it  having  been  clewed  away  within 
•  Von  XIV.  j  O  At 
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the  memory  of  man.  The  mofs,  from  which  the  towfi 
and  neighbourhood  of  Wigton  have  been  long  fuppiid 
•with  fuel,  is  from  5  to  10  feet  deep ;  under  which,  and 
lying  on  the  clay  furface,  the  trees  are  moftly  now  found. 
The  parts  which  are  not  covered  with  mofs,  are  all  of 
them  arable,  and  laboured  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  ps- 
xifli.  The  crops,  however,  are  not  equal  to  thofe  on  the 
high  land *,  and  either  in  a  very  wet,  or  in  a  very  dry  fea- 
Ion,  they  are  exceedingly  bad- 
*    *  i* 

Pr*Jp*rty.— Property  is  better  divided  in  this  parifh  thau 
in  moil;  others  around.  The  town  of  Wigton,  which  once 
held  extenfive  poflcffions,  has  (till  the  property  of  a  Ktric 
-land,  and  the  fupdHority  of  feveral  farms.  Exclufive  d 
the  town,  there  are  6  principal  heritors,  none  of  whom 
refide  within  die  parifh.  Beiides  thefe,.  there  are  aboct 
20  fmall  proprietors,  who  poffcfo  pieces  of  land  on  the 
hill  of  Wigton,  called  Borough-acres,  in  different  propor- 
tions, from  20  down  to  2  or  3  acres  j  mod  of  whom  re- 
iidc  within  the  town*  • 

Extent  of  Farms^-^AU  the  land  in  the  parifh,  except 
the  generality  of  the  borough-acres,  is  let  to  tenants,  wta 
are  a  fubftantial  fet  of  men.  An  increafe  of  farms  natu- 
rally arofe  with  the  fpirit  of  improvement,  and  they  arc 
now  become  much  larger,  than  when  the  tenants  were  in 
a  condition  of  abjeft  poverty,  and  the  lands  in  an  uncul- 
tivated ftate.  The  fame  extent  which  was  farmed  by  2, 
or  even  by  4  tenants,  is  now  generally  held  by  1.  And 
there  is  -a  particular  farm  in  the  parifh,  now  occupied  by 
2  men*  which  formerly  contained  12  tenants.  There  arc 
2  men  here,  who  pay  upwards  of  200 1.  Sterling  of  yearly 
rent;  x  who  pays  .about  150I.  $.3  who  pay  more  than 

.  rocU 
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«o6l. }  9  who  pay  above  50L ;  befides  feveral  Idler  ten 
giants,  who  fubfift  not  entirely  by  fanning. 

Encloftng.—Tti\  of  late,  this  parifli,  as  indeed  all  the  reft 
qi  the  country,  formed  one  continued  open.  A  few  fapnsi 
which  were  then  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietors,  were 
enclofed  about  50  years  ago.  But  it  is  not*  much  -above, 
20  years  fince  enclofing  became  general,  during  which 
time  it  has  been  carried  on  with  fpirit.  Every  te  in 
the  parifh  is  now  enclofed,  and  moil  pf  them  divided  \ 
thofe  on  dry  land  with  ftone  walls,  and  thofe  on  the  wet 
land  with  ditches.  Even  the  borough-acres,  which,  til| 
of  late,  were  all  of  them  open,  and  during  the  winter  half 
of  the  year  formed  an  abfolute  common,  are  now  almoft 
wholly  enclofed ;  and  the  hill  of  Wigton,  which  contain^ 
?bout  200  Scotch  acres,  exhibits  between  60  and  70  en«\ 
clofures. 

Manure. — It  is  but  between  20  and  30  years  ago,  that 
the  fpirit  of  agriculture  arofe  in  this  parifli.  The  improve-* 
ment  of  land  began  in  the  eaftern  end,  which  lies  neareft 
{o  the  (bore;  and  being  carried  gradually  forward,  has 
now  reached  the  moil  weftern  extremity.  A  few  farms, 
however,  in  the  weftern  end,  are  ftill  partly  in  their.  natu-v 
r^l  ftate ;  but  as  the  tenants  are  now  employed  in  improv- 
yig  them,  they  will  foon  be  in  the  fame  condition  with  the 
reft,  and  all  the  arable  land  in  the  parifh  in  a  ftate  of 
improvement.  In  the  eaftern  end,  where  tlfe  carriage, 
would  admit  of  it,  the  manure  chiefly  ufed  was  fhat  of 
(hells,  the  effe&s  of  which  are  found  to  be  the  moft  laft- 
ing ;  but  in  the  weftern  end,  on  account  of  the  diftancc 
from  the  fhore,  lime  has  been  moftly  ufed.  The  (hells 
^re  brought  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cretton,  on  the. 
»    3  O  3  oppofitc 
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oppofite  fidd  ©/  this  bay.    At  the  port  of  Wigton,  they 

coft,  according  to  their  different  qualifies,  from  i  s.  4& 
to  is,  <Sd.  the  ton,  which  confifts  of  21  bufhels  ;  a&i 
&6m  20  to  25  tons  are  laid  on  an  wre-  The  Kmc  come? 
from  England :  the  Carlifle  bufliel,  which  is  <jquzl  to  ? 
Winthefters,  coffis  1  s.  ad.  at  the  port  5  and  from  40  to  53 
<&  thefe  are*atfowf£  to  an  acre. 

Wf^/r<-.Thirty-fbxir  plough*,  66  pair  of  harrows,  and 
46  carta,  are  at  nrefent  qnploycd  within  this  parlfli,  for 
the  purpofe*  of  agriculture.  Several  improvements  hate 
feeto  introduced  into  die  ufe  of  theft  mftruments.  The 
plough,  which  fprmerly  employed  2  men  and  4  horfes, 
it  now  managed  by  1  man,  and  drawn  by  2  Jiorfe; 
Aough,  in  breaking  up  ftiff  ground,  3  horfes,  and  even 
fometimes  4,  togetltei  with  a  driver,  are  fBfl  employed 
Over  all  the  Hard  land  in  the  parifli,  the  common  Scotch 
plough  is  ujed,  which  agrees  beft  with  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  it  being  in  general  very  ftony;  but  th£  £ngli{h  plough 
h  ufed  in  the  foft  land,  A  pair  of  harrows  are  drawn  by 
2  horfes,  or,  when  made  Kghter  on  purpofe,  ibmetimej 
by  f  ;  the  old  timber  tine*,  by  which  the  ground  was 
exceedingly  ill  harrowed,  are  exchanged  for  thofe  of  iron ; 
and  the  harrows  themfelyes,  which  were  formerly  Ipofe, 
and  conftantly  interfering,  ant  now  coupled  together.  It 
is  not  above  40  years  fince  carts  were  introduced  into  thi| 
parift.  The  double  horfe  carts,  which  prevailed  for  feme 
time,  are  now  generally  laid  afide  >  and  Jingle  hfrfe  carts, 
die  preference  of  which  19  univerfafly  feen,  are  fubftitutcd 
lit  their  place. 

Crops.— White  the  land  was  in  its  natural  ftate,  oat* 
were  atmoft  the  (mly,  asthey^liO  are  the  principal  crop, 

in 
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In  die  parifli  of  Wigton*  The  grain  produced  then,  wa? 
ef  an  inferior  kind,  called  grey  oats  \  the  ordinary  produce 
-was  from  ai  to  3  feeds  j  and  the  boll  (which  confifts  of 

13  bufhek)  produced  generally  no  move  than  8  ftoite  *off 
meal.    Since  die  app^ariort  of  manure,  the  oats  haw. 
been  improved  into  the  beft  kind ;  the  pjtyduce  is  front 
4f  to  5  feeds,  fometimes  \q  6 ;  and  the  boi},  when  made 
into  meal}  rifes  genteralty  to  1*,  fometimes  to  13,  6r  even 

14  ft  one,  Oats  are  fown  from  the  10th  of  March  to  the 
middle  of  April  *  and  reaped  from  the  1  ft  of  September 
to  thd  middle  of  O&ober,  No  bear  Was  formerly  raifed 
jn  this  parifh,  excepf  in  the  borough-acres.  A  confide** 
able  quantity  is  now  fown,  efpecially  in  the  eaftern  end, 
and  the  produce  b  from  8  to  10  feeds.  It  is  fown  to* . 
wards  the  end  of  April,  and  reaped  towards  the  end  of 
Auguft.  Within  thefe  few  years,  a  little  wheat  has  been 
raifed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Wigton.  ft 
}s  fown  after  a  green  crop,  and  has  been  found  to  anfwef 
•well.  The  average  fowing  of  the  parifli,  as  nearly  as  can 
t>e  appertained,  is  that  of  500  bolls  of  oats,  and  50  boll* 
jpf  bear ;  and  allowing  almoft  the  half  of  the  produce  of 
pats,  and  about  an  eighth  of  the  produce  of  bear,  fo? 
feed,  and  ponfumption  m  the  farmers  families,  the  reft  of 
fhe  crop  remains  to  be  fold.  A  part  of  that  for  felej 
efpecially  of  die  oats,  is  ijiade  into  meal,  and  fold  in  thd 
market  of  Wigton;  but  the  bulk  of  it  is  exported  t4 
Whitehaven  or  Liverpool,  fo  Ayr,  Irvine,  or  Greenock. 

Green  Cr^/.~ The  method  of  improvement  by  greetf 
tf-ops,  has  as  yet  made  little  progrefs  here.  In  a  few 
farms  around  the  town  of  Wigton,  crops  of  potatoes  hare, 
for  feme  time  paft,  been  raifed ;  but  the  farmers  over  the 
ftft  +f  thy  pasifh,  jgifc  x\6  xnort  jjtym  are  fufficient  for  the 

consumption 
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confumpdon  of  their  own  families.  The  produce  of  ptao- 
toes  is  various,  according  to  thediffercncc  of  foil  and  feafon, 
from  12  to  to  feeds ;  and  a  crpp  of  them,  when  they  turn 
out  well,  far  exceeds  in  value  one  of  oats.  They  are  plant- 
ed in  drills,  l^id  down  in  the  end  of  April  or  beginning 
of  May,  and  taken  up  in  the  end  of  O&oben  Turnips 
are  cultivated  only  by  one  farmer  in  the  parifli ;  who  intro- 
duced them  a  few  years  ago.  They  are  fown  in  drills  with 
a  drill  barrow,  in  the  end  of  June  and  beginning  of  July ; 
and  the  light  dry  foil  being  well  adapted  for  turnips,  the 
crops  hare  proved  remarkably  good.  Milch-cows  are  part- 
Jy,  .but  young  cattle  are  chiefly,  fed  with  them  in  winter. 

Grafs  Seeds. — With  refpe£k  to  the  quantity  of  tillage, 
the  tenants  are  univerfally  reftrifted  to  the  third  of  the  ara- 
ble land ;  and  the  ordinary  courfe  is  that  of  3  years  in  crop, 
and  6  in  grafs  \  or  when  a  green  crop  intervenes,  2.  crops 
of  oats  before  it,  1  of  barley  after  it,  and  6  years  in  gra& 
Over  all  the  improved  land  in  the  pari(h,-the  fields  are  fown 
out  with  clover  and  rye  grafs  j  though  in  the  low  foft 
ground,  where  natural  clover  grows  in  profufion,  rye  grafs 
only  is  generally  fown.  The  quantity  allowed  by  the  belt 
fanners  to  the  acre,  is  about  a  bufhel  of  Englifh  rye  grafs, 
or  a  bjifhel  aqd  a  half  of  Scotch,  and  1 2  pound  of  clover, 
generally  two-thirds  of  it  red,  and  one-third  of.  it  white  \ 
lefs  of  the  white  being  fown,  becaufe  the  ground  of  itfeif 
foon  produces  a  good  deal  of  it.  But  the  generality  of 
the  tenants,  from  a  foolifti  economy,  give  much  lefs  to  the 
acre,  efpecially  of  the  clover. 

Stock. — In  this  parifh,  as  over  all  the  reft  of  {he  coun- 
try, the  breed  of  horfes  has  been  greatly  improved.  The 
Bttje  galloways,  the  native  produce  of  this  place,  arc  to? 
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tally  worn  out ;  and  a  breed  much  larger,  and  abler  for 
the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  brought  originally  from  the 
W.   of  Scotland,   has  been  introduced.     A   few  young 
horfes  are  annually  reared  in  this  parifli,  partly  for  fale, 
and  partly  for  private  ufe.    The  breed  of  black  cattle  has 
alfo  been  much  enlarged,  the  fize  having  been  improved 
by  the  keeping.     Confiderably  more  are  at  prefent  reared* 
than  fed  within  this  parifli,  efpecially  as  2  or  3  farms  in 
it  have  been  of  late  thrown  almoft  wholly  into  grafs. 
.  Both  they  which  are  bred,  and  they  which  are  bought  in, 
are  kept  till  they  are  2  years  old,  and,  in  a  few  farms,  till 
they  be  3  v  when  they  are  fold  out  into  grazing  parks,  to 
be  fattened  for  {laughter.     The  produce  of  a  milch  cowy 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Wigton,  is  worth 
4I.  a  year ;  but  over  the  reft  of  the  parifh,  fcarcely  worth 
more  than  3L,  allowing  40  s.  for  the  calf,  and  20  s.  for 
the  milk.     Almoft  no  iheep  are  kept  in  the  parifh,  except 
in  a  few  moory  farms  in  the  N.  W.  end  of  it.    Thefe 
are  the  common  Scotch  iheep,  white  on  the  body,  and  ge- 
nerally black  on  the  face  and  legs.     The  very  few  in  the 
reft  of  the  parifli,  are  either  of  the  mug  kind,  or  of  a  croft 
breed  between  the  ihug  and  the  common  kind,  which  an- 
fwers  exceedingly  well.     Almoft  every  farmer  in  the  pa- 
rifh keeps  a  fwine  or  two  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  family. 

jfaf/t— Arable  land  is  let  at  various  rates,  according  to 
its  quality  and  ftate  of  improvement,'  from  10  s.  to  20  s. 
the  acre ;  fome  of  it,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town, 
at  almoft  30 s. ;  and  fuch  of  the  borough-acres  as  are  let, 
from  50  s.  even  to  3I.  the  acre.  Upon  the  whole,  from 
thefucceflive  rife  of  markcts^and  the  improvement  cf  land, 
the  rent  of  this  parifli,  within  thefe  laft  60  years,  has 
prodigioufly  increafed.     In  the  year  17335  as  appears  from 
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authentict  documents,  it  was  not  much  above  400L  Stf 
ling  j  whereas,  in  the  year  17939  from  an  account  prea; 
accurately  taken*  it  is  found  to  be  almofl  as  much  ub"T? 
2000L  The  valuation  of  the  parifh  is  no  more  tiu* 
HS02I.  i48.Scot*4  'Hie  valued  bears  the  lefc  proportkz 
to  the  real  rent,  as  4  or  5  of  the  bell  farms,  which  fcok 
burgage  of  the  town  of  Wigtcm,  are  not  included  in  & 
valuation* 

Population^Yhc  population  of  this  parifh,  within  M 
Jaft  40  years,  has  greatly  increafed.  In  the  year  1755. 
ihe  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  Dr.  Webft^ 
accourit,  was  no  more  than  1032.  In  1793,  horn  an  t* 
numeration  taken  by  die  prefent  incumbent,  they  wck 
found  to  amount  to  1350.  None  of  this  increase  bdoap 
to  the.  country  part  of  the  parifh,  the  population  of  wkki. 
far  from  being  increafed,  is  diminifhed.  It  belongs  whoDy 
to  the  town ;  and  though,  perhaps,  owing  partly  to  tk 
growth  of  opulence,  has  arifen  chiefly  from  two  other 
caufes  1  from  the  enlargement  of  farms,  which  has  led  maty 
families  which  refided  in  the  country,  to  fettle  in  the  tow; 
and  from  the  influx  of  people  from  Ireland,  who  are  fes- 
tered over  the  whole  of  this  county,  and  of  whom  ato* 
100  at  prefent  refide  within  the  town  of  Wigton-  As » 
regifter  of  marriages,  of  births,  and  burials,  has  not  been 
Jtept,  for  a  considerable  time  paft,  the  annual  number  of 
thefe  cannot  be  precifely  afcertained.  The  marriages,  ho* 
ever,  are  generally  prolific,  and  the  number  of  births10 
each  of  them,  may,  on  an  average,  be  rated  at  6 

Health.— The  falubrity  of  this  place  appear*  from  * 
health  of  its  inhabitants.  The  town  ;of  Wigton,  ft** itt 
high,  open,  and  marine  Gtuation,  is  naturally  health^! 
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and  the  people  in  the  country,  from  their  occupations  and 
habits  of  life,  are  generally  ftrong  and  healthy.  Rheuma- 
tifm  is  the  complaint  mod  incident  te  this  place,  especially 
among  the  poorer  fort,  arifing,  no  doubt,  chiefly  from  the 
coldnefs  and  dampnefs  of  their  houfes.  But  no  local  nor 
epidemical  diftempers  are  experienced  here  5  and  it  has  been 
remarked,  that  fevers  are  much  lefs  frequent  in  this,  than 
in  fome  of  the  neighbouring  parifhes.  They  who  efcape  t 
the  dangers  of  infancy  and  childhood,  except  fuch  as  are 
afterwards  carried  off  by  accidents,  generally  live  to  the  or- 
dinary period  of  human  life.  Nor  are  inftances  of  longe- 
vity unfrequent.  Three  perfons  died  here  lately,  2  oF 
whom  were  more  than  ninety,  and  1  above  an  100  years  of 
age?  30  or  40  are  now  alive,  fome  of  whom  are  upwards 
.pf  70,  and  others  more  than  80 ;  and  there  is  a  woman  at 
prcfent  living  in  this  town,  who  has  children,  grandchild- 
ren, great  grandchildren,  and  great  great  grandchildren, 
all  in  exiftence, 

Comtition.--Thc  condition  of  the  people,  efpecially  fince 
about  the  middle  of  this  century,  has  been  greatly  improve 
ed.  In  point  of  lodging,  of  drefs,  and  diet,  a  material  al- 
teration has  taken  place  #. 

Vol-  XI V,  3  P  Character* 

9  The  miserable  huti#  in  which  the  common  people  were  formerly 
lodged,  have  now  generally  disappeared ;  and  in  their  place  more  com- 
fortable houfce,  and  much  better  furniture,  are  now  to  be  feen.  The 
old  drefi  of  the  country  men,  even  of  the  moft  resectable  farmers,  a 
kilt  coat,  a  blue  bonnet,  and  plaiding  hofe,  have  been  totally  laid  afide  ; 
and  the  1  weft  of  the  people,  even  the  men  fcrvanta  t hem f elves,  on  pub- 
lick  occafiont,  appear  now  in  hats,  in  coau  of  broad  cloth,  in  cotton 
v-fts  and  breeches,  and  generally  with  watches  in  their  pockctr.  The 
old  dr  ft,  too,  of  the  country  women,  even  of  the  farmers  wivis  and 
daughters,  the  blue  cloth  cloaks  and  hoods,  the  tartan  or  red  plasda,  and 
the  worded  gowns  and  aproaa  of  their  own  fp inning,  arc  alfo  gone  al- 

moft 
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Character.— In  the  charader,  as  well  as  the  condition  d 
the  people,  the  progrefs  of  fociety  is  very  obfervable.  By 
a  much  better  education,  and  a  more  enlarged  intercom:':, 
than  our  anceftors  enjoyed,  the  human  mind  has  been  cc> 
fiderably  opened  $  and  they  of  this  generation,  in  a  varici 
of  yefpetts,  excel  thofe  of  the  laft.  The  fpirit  of  creduli- 
ty, which  arifes  out  of  ignorance,  and  which  over-ran,  tt* 
•  country,  is  now  greatly  worn  away ;  and  the  belief  i: 
witches,  in  fairies,  and  other  ideal  beings,  though  not  en- 
tirely difcarded,  is  gradually  dying  out.  Much  of  the  di 
rufticity  has  been  rubbed  off-,  more  tafte,  and  a  better 
manner  and  addrefs  prevail,  except  perhaps  among  the  vrn 

mean:?* 


moft  wholly  into  difufe  ;  and  the  very  fervact  maids,  when  they  apj«r 
abroad,  are  dreifed  now  in  filk  cloaks  and  bonnets,  in  drrffed  caps  s 
printed  cotton  gowns,  muflia  aprons,  thread  ftocltingt,  and  cloth  &«■ 
Almoft  no  beef,  and  very  little  mutton,  was  formerly  ufed  by  the  cos 
mon  people ;  generally  no  more  than  a  fheep  or  two,  which  was  kJ- 
ed  about  Martinmas,  and  falted  up  for  the  provifion  of  the  faatu- 
during  the  year.  Though  the  practice  of  falling  up  meat  t*  ftill  cor- 
tinncd,  both  in  the  town  and  'country,  yet  beef  and  mutton  are  nev 
almoft  conftantly  fold  in  the  market,  and  all  who  can  afford  it,  est  frc^ 
meat  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  year.  So  litle  wheat  bread  r.. 
ufed  in  the  town  of  Wigton,  about  40  years  ago,  that  one  baker  ceti: 
not  find  fufficient  employment ;  whereas  the  ufe  of  it  is  cow  become  n 
general,  that  there  are  four  or  five  bakers  in  town,  by  each  of  w/hon  a 
confiderable  quantity  is  fold.  Neither  tea  nor  fugar  were  tifed  in  thn 
place,  except  in  a  very  few  families  in  town,  and  very  little  of  ther. 
even  there  :  thefe  articles  are  now  conftantly  ufed  by  all  who  can  afiVi 
them,  both  in  town  and  country,  and  occaiionaUy  by  the  meaneft  of  t« 
people.  Upon  the  whole*  the  better  fort  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  tow3, 
now  generally  occupy  pretty  good  houfea,  and  live  rather  in  a  gent;'* 
ftyle ;  the  tenants,  in  the  country  part  of  the  par  lib,  though  few  of  thee 
rich,  arc  generally  fubftantial,  and  in  eafy  cirenmftances ;  and  amo&- 
the  tradefmen  and  day-labourer*,  they  who  are  indnftrioua,  earn  the 
neceffaries  of  life.  It  mull,  however,  be  confeifed,  that  many  of  them 
are  ftill  in  an  indigent  ftate  ;  as  almoft  all  the  Irifh  families  which  have 
fettled  here,  are  in  a  condition  of  abject  poverty. 
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meaneft  of  the  people.'  The  ancient  fplrit  of  mirth,  which 
arofe  out  of  die  idle  ftate  of  fociety,  is  almoft  entirely 
extinguished }  and  in  the  a&ive  purfuits  of  life,'  men  have 
acquired  more  gravity  of  mind,  and  more  (olidity  of  con- 
dud.  Servility  of  mind,  the  natural  confequence  of  po- 
verty and  oppreflion,  has  loft  much  of  its  hold  here ;  and 
a  fpirit  of  independence,  in  the  progrefs  of  opulence,  has 
arifen,  efpecially  among  the  more  fubftantial  part  of  the 
people.  An  attention  to  publick  affairs,  a  thing  formerly 
unknown  among  the  lower  ranks,  pretty  generally  prevails 
now.  Not  only  the  farmers,  but  many  of  the  tradefmen, 
read  the  newfpapers,  and  take  an  intereft  in  the  rheafures 
6f  government. 

Morals.— However  fome  may  declaim  againft  the  vices 
of  the  age,  it  is  pretty  certain,  that  good  morals  have,  in 
-feveral  refpe&i,  rather  gained  than  loft  ground  here.  The 
violence  of  our  anceftors,  which  frequently  broke  out  into 
acta  of  difcrge,  has  exceedingly  fubfided ;  and,  under  the 
influence  of  a  regular  government,  gentler  pafllohs,  and 
more  peaceable  manners,  have  been  gradually  infufed  into 
the  pe6ple.  The  inhabitants  of  this  parifh,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  very  few  individuals,  are  diftinguifhed  for 
temperance;  and  it  is  a  well  known  fa#,  that  there  is 
much  lefs  driinkennefs  arid  diflipation  in  the  town  of  Wig- 
ton,  than  there  was  40  or  50  years  ago.  An  attendance 
on  the  public  inftitutions  of  religion,  though  it  cannot  be 
called  exemplary,  is  however  pretty  decent,  efpecially  a- 
mong  the  better  fort  of  the  people ;  the  old  foolifli  tafte 
for  long  fervices,  is  almoft  quite  worn  away  ;  and  the  vile 
fplrit  of  acrimony*  arifing  from  difference  in  religious  opi- 
nions, feems  to  be  totally  gone.  The  people  in  general, 
ifrfrea  called  to  exercife  it,  difeqver  a  due  fenfe  of  bene- 
3  P  2    .  vole^ce  \ 
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volence ;  and  the  liberality  of  individuals,  on  various  tf* 
cations,  is  a  fa&  which  confifts  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
writer  of  this  account. 

Church. — The  parifli  church,  which  Hands  at  the  N.  I 
end  of  the  town,  was  moftly  rebuilt  in  1730  ;  and,  about 
24  years  ago,  was  completely  repaired  within.  The  pa- 
tronage and  teinds,  fome  time  after  the  Reformation,  wcr; 
given  away  by  the  Crown  to  the  family  of  Vans  of  Bam- 
barroch  ;  and  transferred  by  them,  towards  the  middle  ci 
the  laft  century,  into  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Galloway, 
who  is  ftill  both  patron  and  titular.  The  ftipend  coniifc 
of  72I.  in  money,  and  4  chalders  of  vi&ual,  2  of  them" 
barley,  and  2  in  meal.  The  glebe  confifts  of  about ;  j 
acres,  and,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  town>  is  worth  1^ 
yearly.  There  is  neither  a  manfe  nor  office-honfes  hat, 
but  an  allowance  of  12 1,  a  year  for  manfe  rent.  The 
total  amount  of  the  living,  made  up  of  thefc  fcrer-alp* 
ticulars,  is  about  140I.  Sterling. 

Poor.— The  number  of  poor  on"  the  parifh  roll,  is  al- 
ways upwards  of  40.  The  funds  for  their  maintenance 
arife  partly  from  the  intereft  of  money  appropriated  to  that 
purpofe,  and  partly  from  the  weekly  colle&ions  at  tic 
door  of  the  church.  The  total  amount,  of  about  4CI.  * 
year,  is  divided  quarterly  by  the  kirk-feffion,  among  d* 
poor,  according  to  their  feveraJ  neceffifies.  They  all  1* 
fide  within  their  own  houfes,  and  earn  a  part  of  their  o*u 
fubfiftence.  But  the  maintenance  of  their  own  poor, k 
not  the  only  burden  of  this  kind  on  the  parifh.  The  pkee 
is  infeftcd  by  fwarms  of  drolling  beggars  5  the  law  forte* 
ftraining  them  never  being  put  in  execution  either  in  W 
town  or  country. 
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School.—^ There  is  a  good  grammar  fchool  in  the  town  of 
"Wigton,  which  is  condu&ed  by  a  re&or  and  an  affiftant. 
The  emoluments,  confifting  of  falary  and  wages,  amount 
to  about  60 1.  Sterling  a  year.  The  falary  itfelf  is  30L, 
of  which  24 1.  are  paid  by  the  town,  and  the  reft  by  the 
heritors.  The  number  of  feholars  is  from  60  to  100,  who 
are  taught  Latin  and  Greek,  Englifh  and  writing,  arith- 
metick  and  book-keeping.  All  children,  even  thofe  of  the 
pooreft  people,  are  inftru&ed  in  reading  Englifh,  in  writ- 
ing, and  the  common  rules  of  arithmetick. 

Fuel. — The  principal  disadvantage  under  which  this  part 
of  the  country  labours,  and  the  great  bar  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  manufa&ures,  is  the  want  of  coal.    The  common 
people,  both  in  the  town  and  country,  burn  peat,  of  which 
indeed  there  is  abundance  within  this  parifh.    The  better 
fort  of  inhabitants  in  the  town,  though  they  alfo  ufe  peat 
in  their  kitchens,  burn  coal  in  their  rooms.     It  is  brought 
from  the  oppofite  coaft  of  England,  efpecially  from  White- 
haven and  Liverpool;  the  ton,  which  contains  32  Win- 
chefterbufliels,  coft  lately  a  guinea  at  the  port  of  Wig- 
ton  j  but,  by  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  which  took  off 
the  duty,  the  price  of  the  ton  has  been  reduced  to  15  s* 
or  1 6s. 

Manufaftures. — In  the  town  of  Wigton,  as  in  almoft  alf 
the  other  towns  of  Galloway,  there  has  long  been  a  want 
of  induftry.  Something  of  a  manufafturing  fpirit,  how- 
ever, having  lately  arifen  in  this  part  of  the  country,  two- 
fmall  manufa&ures,  the  one  of  wool  and  the  other  of  cot- 
ton, were  introduced  into  this  town,  about  a  year  and  a 
half  ago.  In  the  former  of  thefc,  which  employs  between 
30  and  40  perfons,  the  wool  is  manufactured  into  plaiding 

and 
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and  flannel,  efpecially  the  former,  and  fent  raoftly  to  the 
Englifh  market.  The  latter,  which  would  have  employee 
about  29  perfons,  was  foon  hurt  after  its  commencement, 
and  is  now  almoft  entirely  ruined,  by  the  iniquity  of  the 
times. 

Fj/bing. — There  is  a  fmall  falmon  fifhing  in  the  river  of 
Bladenoch,  the  rent  of  which  has  fucceflively  rifen  from 
9L  to  16L,  from  16I.  to  24I.,  and  from  24 1,  to  33I.  Sta- 
ling. The  falmon  are  not  large  i  they  are  taken  from  the 
beginning  of  March  to  that  of  O&ober,  and  are  in  greater: 
perfeftion  in  June  and  July,  They  are  generally  fokl 
when  they  begin  to  be  taken,  at  4d.,  and  afterwards  a: 
3  d.  the  lb.  The  inhabitants  of  Wigton  have  the  priri- 
lege  of  filhing  falmon  in  a  particular  part  of  the  water  ot 
Cree,  oppofite  to  the  town  itfelf \  and  the  fifh  taken  there, 
which  are  not  very  many,  are  much  of  the  fame  fizc, 
caught  at  the  fame  time,  and  fold  at  the  fame  price,  as 
thofe  already  mentioned.  Various  kinds  of  white  fifi, 
efpecially  flounders,  are  taken  in  the  bay  of  Wigton.  Tfc 
fifhing,  it  is  thought,  might  be  turned  to  confiderable  ac- 
count, but  is  very  little  attended  to. 

Roads  and  Bridges.— -The  ftatutc-labour,  by  which  thr 
roads  were  formerly  made,  was  lately,  by  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, converted  into  money.  The  maximum,  which  has 
hitherto  bec*i  collected,  is  that  of  15  s.  for  each  iool 
Scotch  of  valuation,  and  half  a  crown  for  each  labourr 
and  tradefman  in  the  year.  With  this  fund,  the  roads  are 
getting  faft  into  a  ftate  of  repair,  and  are  let  to  be  kept 
fo  for  10  years.  The  bridges  in  the  parifh  are  upheld 
from  the  county  funds,  and  are  in  excellent  order. 

Antiquum. 
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Jntiquitusi^-Tht  mod  remarkable  monument  of  antu- 
/quity  in  the  parifh,  is  that  in  the  weftern  end  of  it,  called 
the  Standing  Stones  of  Torhonfe.  It  is  one  of  thofe  circles 
of  large  ftones,  by .  fomc  thought  Dr^idic  temple*,  by 
others  reckoned  courts  of  juftice.  The  ftones  which  form 
the  circle,  are  19  in  number,  all  of  unpoliihed  granite ; 
and  all  of  them  ftill  (landing  ere£t,  as  they  have  been 
originally  placed,  except  one,  which  is  fallen  down.  They 
are  of  various  fizes,  as  they  have  been -formed  by  the 
hand  of  Nature  *,  from  2  to  5  feet  in  length,  and  from  4 
to  9  feet  in  girth.  The  diftances  of  the  ftones  are  alfo 
very  different,  from  5  to  almoft  12  feet  5  and  the  circum- 
ference of  the  circle,  on  the  outward  fide  of  the  ftones, 
ts  218  feet.  Within  the  circle,  though  not  quite  in  the 
centre,  but  toward  the  S.  fide,  ftand  3*  large  ftones,  erect- 
ed in  a  ftraight  line  from  E.  to  W.,  of  which  the  2  out- 
ward are  about  5,  and  the  middle  one  about  3  feet  high ; 
the  altar,  in  all  probability,  on  which  facrifice  was  offered, 
before  the  difpenfation  of  juftice,  as  in  Pagan  times  the 
judge  was  always  a  prieft.  Southward  from  the  circle, 
at  the  diftance  of  43  yards,  (lands  a  large  fingle  (lone  ; 
and  eaftward  from  the  circle,  at  the  diftance  of  about  160 
yards,  ftand  3  ftones,  erected  in  a  line  from  E.  to  W. ; 
both  of  which  probably  bore  fome  relation  to  the  temple 
or  court  of  juftice.  Dire£lly  to  the  N.,  are  2  cairns  or 
barrows  of  ftones,  the  ncareft  at  the  diftance  of  about  140 
yards,  the  fartheft  at  about  166.  The  circumference  of 
the  former  is  about  240  feet ;  but  the  moft  part  of  it  has 
been  carried  away  to  build  the  fences  of  the  adjacent 
grounds.  The  latter  is  entire,  the  figure  quite  conic* 
the  circumference  at  the  bafe  about  256  feet,  and  die 
height  about  12  feet. 

Statistical 
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Statistical  Table  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tie  Parijb  5 
Wigton. 


Population  in  1755, 

*793t 

In  the  town, 
— —  country, 
Males,         -  • 

Females, 
Under  10  years, 
^Between  10  and  20, 
— —  20  and  50, 

50  and  70, 

Above  70, 
Married, 

Bachelors  above  21, 
Unmarried  women  at  21,   157 
Widowers,  -  26 

Widows,  -  79 

Seceders,  -  191 

Cameroniansy  -  27 

Irith,  or  of  Irifh  parents,  146 
Clergymen,  -  2 

Surgeons,  -  2 

Writers,  5 

Meflengers,  -  4 

Shopkeepers,  -  x6 

Innkeepers.  -  6 

Watchmakers,  -  2 

Gardeners,  -  3 

Dyers,  % 

Saddlers,  -         -         2 

N.  B.     Some  of  the  above  are  not  wholly  employed  ia 
their  own  line,  the  fifltexmen  only  occafionaUy. 

Statistical 


1032     Smiths,        -  * 

1350     Mafons, 
1032    Carpenters,  » 

318     Weavers, 
637     Shoemakers, 
713     Tailors, 
301     Coopers, 
257     Stay  maker,  • 

499     Stocking  weaver, 
250     Flaxdrcfler, 
37     Apprentices, 
434     Butchers, 
96     Bakers, 
Millers, 

Tanner,  -  • 

Maltmen, 
Seamen, 
Fifliermen, 
Carters, 
Carriers, 

Farmers  above  50  L 
■      under  50 1. 
Cottagers, 
Day  labourers, 
Male  domeftick  fervants, 
Female  domeftick  fervants,  54 
Male  farm  fervants,  33 

Female  farm  fervants,  26 


1: 
16 
ia 

* 

2: 
10 
62 

x 
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Statistical  Table  of  the  Stock  of  the  Parijb  of  Wigton. 

NumWr  of  draught  horfet,  120  valued  it  L.  is    o  each.    Total  L.  1440 
Of  fcddle  and  carriage  horfta,    XO 

Of  bejt  cattle,  350 

Inferior  cattle,  300 

Worft  cattle,  3©o 

Of  beft  (beep,  100 

Inferior  dieep,  Xcco 

Of  fwioe,  SO 


15  p 

150 

6    0 

2100 

4    0 

1200 

%    0 

600 

l    0 

zoo 

0  zo 

500 

a-  0 

**> 

Total  value  pf  dock, 

L. 

6x90 

Statistical  Table  of  the  Annual  Produce  *f  the  Pa- 
rj/b  of  Wigton. 


Crape 


produce. 


Bach       Total 
acre,      produce. 


Price 

each  boll 


Price  each 
acre. 


Total 
value. 


Oats, 
Bear, 

Wheat, 

Potatoes, 

Turnips, 

Meadow  bay, 
Sown  graft, 


700 

120 

20 

40 

10' 

200 
150. 


Bollt. 

3 

3 

3 

*5 

{tones. 
80 

100 


Bolla. 
2I0O 

360 
60 

600 

(tones. 
i6o«o 

15000 


t.  d 
I  QI3 
10  o 
o  09 
8  06 


a  ftone. 
003 
006 


Straw  at  2  s.  6e\  each  boll  of  corn, 
Paftnrage,  for  a  horfe,  3I  $  for  a  cow,  il.  10 s.  * 
fpraJheep,  5s.  -  «• 

Annual  produce  of  fiCberies, 

Of  gardens  and  orchard*,  [* 

Total  value  of  annual  produce, 


i.  d 
3  o 
10  o 
o  o 
o  o 
o  o 

o  o 
10  o 

and 


L. 

2205 

540 

180 

240 

40 


200  o 
375  o 
3*5  ° 


2090  o 
zoo  o 
150  o 

II 

I*  6J35  o 


Vot.  &Vf 


3<L 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXIX. 
PARISH    OF   OLD   LUCE. 

(COUNTT  OF  WlGTON,    SYNOD  OF   GALLOWAY,    PrESBI- 

tery  of  Stranraer.) 

i 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Learmont 


Name,  Extent,  &c. 

PEOPLE,  who  underftand  the  Gaelic  language,  Gt, 
that  the  hame  Glenluce  is  Erfe,  and  fignifies  Valley 
of  Herbs  -,  and  that  almoft  all  the  names  of  the  farms  art 
likewife  Erfe,  as  Auchenmalg%  Craignargit,  Balkai/,  Dun- 
ragget,  &c. ;  which  is  a  proof,  that  the  Gaelic  has  form- 
erly been  the  language  of  the  country,  though  not  a  word 
of  it  is  now  understood  by  the  inhabitants.  Glenluce  was 
divided  into  Old  and  New  Luce  in  1646.— Old  Luce  is 
fituated  in  the  centre  of  the  county ,  the  promontories  of 
the  Mull  of  Galloway  and  Burrow-head  of  Whithorn, 
within  which  the  bay  of  Luce  lies,  being  nearly  equi- 
diftant  from  it.  It  is  10  miles  long,  and  varies  in  breadth, 
from  2  to  7,  being  deeply  interfe&ed  by  the  bay  of  Luce  on 
the  one  fide,  and  the  pariih  of  New  Luce  upon  the  other. 
It  is  bounded  by  the  fea  upon  the  S.    The  bay  of  Auch- 

Vnmalg, 
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enmalg,  the  bay  of .  Kirk-Chrift,  and  the  (mall  river  of 
Pooltanton,  which  unites  with  the  river  of  Luce  within 
high-water  mark;  are  the  landing  ports.  The  bay  of 
Auchenmalg  might,  at  no  great  expenfe,  be  made  a  very 
fafe  harbour  for  veflels  of  cdnfiderable  burden  ;  but  there 
is'  not  fufficient  depth  of  water  in  Pooltanton  for  veffels 
above  60  or  70  tons  to  get  into  a  place  of  fafety,  even  at 
the  highcft  fpring  tides,  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be  prac- 
ticable to  make  it  better ;  but  it  is  the  beft  of  the  three 
at  prefent,  for  the  other  two  afford  no  protection  in  a 
ftrong  gale  of  wind  from  the  S. 

Soil,  Agriculture,  &c. — About  one  half  of  the  parifli 
is  not  arable,  but  it  produces  pafture  for  fheep  and  cattle. 
The  arable  part  of  the  foil  is  dry,  light^  and  grateful, 
when  properly  managed j  but  the  fpirit  of  improvement 
was  very  late  in  making  its  appearance  in  this  parifh ;  for. 
within  thefe  20  years, ,  only  1  farmer  or  2  had  a  cart :  at 
prefent,  every  man  has  a  cart  or  carts,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  his  farm.— A  common  round  of  labour 
which  had  taken  place,  was  till  lately  invariably  purfued* 
viz.  there  was  a  bear  fey,  or  piece  of  fand  allotted  for 
bear,  upon  which  the  dung  colle&ed  in  the  farm  was  an- 
nually laid,  and  laboured  from  time  immemorial.    The 
crop  was  a  mixture  of  weak  bear  and  gray  oats.    The  oat- 
lands  received  no  manure  (the  partial  fpots  excepted,  on 
which  the  cattle  and  fheep  were  folded  through  the  night 
in  fummer),  were  laboured  3  years,  and  refted  6 :  the  pro- 
duce was  grey  oats,  of  which  a  Winchefter  bufhel  would 
only  have  yielded  6  lb.  of  meal ;  or  if  it  gave  &  pdund  of 
two  more*  it  was  thought  remarkably  good  grain  *.    A 
3  Qjz  different 

•  Agriculture  appcari  to  hire  been  better  underftood  is  the  .lift  ceatury  than 
ill  die  prefent  j  for  wheat  aod  barley  (hordeuna)  art  then  mentiflnfd  amoogft 

th« 
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different  rtiethod  cf  management  is  beginning  to  ffht  2 
very  different  appearance  to  the  arable  part  of  the  parHk 
Poor  pafture  is  annually  giving  place  to  fields  covered 
with  clover  and  rye-grafs  5  and  gray  oats  are  focceeded  fcr 
white,  which  return  double  the  quantity  of  meaL     There 
is*  however,  fomething  ki  the  nature  of  the  foil  whit* 
tends  to  degenerate  oats  *,  for  white  oats  will,  in  the  comic 
of  5  yeafs,  have  a  mixture  of  gray,  even  when  kept  up- 
on the  beft  improven  land.    An  annual  change  of  feed, 
from  wet  to  dry  land,  and  vice  vcrfat  was  tried,  but  ditf 
not  fucceed  above  7  years ;  the  8th  year,  there  was  a 
fmall  quantity  of  gray;  and  die  9th,  there  was  at  kaft 
one-third  griy  oats,  though  die  land  on  winch  die  expe- 
riment was  made  in  the  8th  and  9th  years  was  in  as  good 
heart  as  any  of  it  had  been,  in  the  preceding  years.     Tk 
frequent  change  of  feed  from  a  deeper  foil,  is,  perhaps, 
the  only  certain  method  by  which  the  loft  ariiing  fraa 
gray  oats  can  be  avoided.    The  means  of  improvement  i* 
lime  imported  from  England,  and  fea-flielfe  from  the  bay 
of  Wigton.    The  fbells  fucceed  well  *  but,  from  the  ex- 
penfe  of  labour,  20  tons  at  leaft  being  required  to  an  acre, 
it  is  tody  thole  who  are  near  the  landing  pom  w8o  hare 
tried  them.     In  1790,  about   16,000  Carlifle  bufliels  of 
^  lime  were  landed  in  the  different  ports.    A  CarHfle  bufbd 
is  equal  to  3  Winchefter's  ;  and  50  Carlifle  bufliels  of  un- 
flacked  Erne  has  hitherto  been  confidered  as  a  proper  quan- 
tity for  1  acre ;  but  from  40  to  45  bufliels,  according  tc 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  with  a  proportional  dreffing  upon  1 
felond  going  round,  would,  in  all  probability,  anfwer  the 
purpofe  better  *  for  upon  this  coaft,  fo  Aibjed  to  wet  fca- 
fons,   tht   aknoft  invariable  confequence,   from  the  50 

bufliels 

the  prefiatiooi  to  th*  Abbty  of  Glenluce.    One  farm  which,  *o  yean  ago, 
wti  thought  high-rented  at  ill.  a-year,  then  paid  12  bells  of  each. 
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tmflieh  has  been  a  great  quantity  of  lodged  oats,  impro- 
perly filled,  and  the  ftraw,  fo  neceffary  in  a  cattle  conn- 
try,  fit  only  for  the  dunghill.  The  lime  is  is.  ad.  the 
Carlifle  bufhel ;  and,  for  fomc  years  paft,  the  import  has 
been  nearly  the  fame  as  in  1790;  and  only  about  1000 
bufhels  of  it  might  annually  go  to  the  adjacent  parifhes. 
•—The  arable  farms  are  all  enclofed,  and  the  improvement 
of  farm  houfes  is  going  hand  in  hand  with  the  improve- 
ment of  land*  So  hte  as  1780,  they  were,  almoft  with- 
out exception,  miferable  hovels.  Since  that  time,  above 
20  have  been  built,  all  of  them  good,  and  many  of  them 
very  good  j  having  not  only  the  farm  houfe,  but  the  of- 
fices, with  flated  roofs,  and  many  have  been  enlarged,  re- 
paired, and  rendered  more  comfortable  habitations  for 
men. 

Before  improvement  began,  the  grain  raifed  in  the  pa- 
rifh ferved  the  inhabitants.  The  effefts  of  the  fcarc* 
years,  1782  and  1783,  though  improvement  had  then 
made  fmall  progrefs,  were  little  felt :  The  meal  did  not 
rife  above  2  s.  the  ftone.  At  that  time,  the  parifh  could 
do  Httle  more  than  fupply  itfelf ;  but  in  1790,  it  export- 
ed 400  bolls  of  oats,  12  Wirtchefter  bufhels  to  the  boll ; 
and  400  bolls  erf  meal,  16  ftone  of  17$  lb.  making  the 
boll.  Wheat  and  bear  cannot  be  ranked  amongft  the  prc- 
fent  exports  of  the  parifh,  but  tra&s  of  them  are  under 
cultivation,  by  different  farmers,  this  feafon. 

Cattle,  Sheep,  &c— The  farmers  great  dependence  be- 
ing placed  upon  black  cattle,  one  great  obje&  of  improve- 
ment is,  to  produce  good  pafture.  Grain  is  cheaper  here 
than  in  a  manufafhiring  country :  the  Galloway  boll  of 
oats  giving,  in  this  parifh,  communibus  anmsy  1 1.  is.; 
meal,  is.  8d.  the  ftone;  and  potatoes,  8d.  the  bufhel. 
4  The 
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The  farmers  attention  wilt  therefore  be  neceffarily  turned 
to  his  cattle,  which  in  general  fell  well.  From  800  to 
900  black  cattle,  of  different  ages  and  descriptions,  are 
annually  fold,  including  what  is  bred,  and  what  is  bought 
in,  and  kept  from  6  to  12  months  or  more  upon  the 
pafture  ;  about  .600  fheep  \  150  fwine  \  and  50  packs  of 
wool,  each  pack  containing  12  ft  one,  and  26  lb.  Englifh 
making  the  ftone.  The  flieep  go  all  to  the  butcher,  and 
the  black  cattle  to  England,  or  other  parts  of  Scotland  to 
be  prepared  for  them ;  for  very  few  are  fattened  in  the 
parifh,  except  for  private  ufe.  The  average  value  of  the 
black  cattle  fold  is  about  4I.  Sterling  each  5  fheep,  9L  the 
fcorej  and  wool,  12  s.  the  ftone.— There  may  be  about 
400  horfe  in  the  parifh.  A  few  of  the  farmers  have  a- 
dopted  lately  the  wife  plan  of  breeding  horfe  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  practice  will  foon  become  general,  as 
they  are  fupplied  at  prefent  from  Ireland  at  a  great  ex- 
penfe. 

A  rabbit  warren  deferves  to  be  mentioned  amongft  the 
animal  productions :  it  is  rented  at  iool.  a  year.  The 
{kins  go  to  the  Englifh  market,  and  the  carcafes  are  Ibid 
in  the  country  at  4d.  the  pair. 

Fj/b,  &c. — A  confiderable  falmon  fifhery  is  carried  on 
in  the  rivers  of  Luce  and  Fooltanton.  Both  rivers  are 
late  j  clean  fifh  feldom  appearing  in  either  of  them  before 
the  end  of  May,  and  never,  in  any  great  quantity,  before 
the  end  of  June  or  middle  of  July  •>  but  the  fifhing  con- 
tinues to  the  27th  of  September.  Though  the  rivers  u- 
nite  at  their  entrance  into  the  bay,  and  have  a  common 
channel  to  low-water  mark,  yet  the  fifh  of  the  one  river 
are  eafily  diftinguiflied  by  their  colour  from#  thofe  of  the 

other j 
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other ;  and  the  river  in  which  they  were  bred  is  the  one 
they  return  to ;  a  fifh  originally  belonging  to  the  one,  be- 
ing very  feldom  met  with  in  the  other*  They  arc  fold  at 
^d.  the  lb.,  if  above  10  lb.  weight ;  if  10  lb.  or  below  it, 
at  id.  the  lb. — Great  plenty  of  fea  trout,  of  different 
Jcinds,  weighing  from  i  lb.  to  5  lb.  or  6  lb.,  are  met  with 
in  both  rivers,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  fal- 
mon  fifhing  feafon  ;  and  the  bay  of  Luce,  along  the 
whole  coaft  of  the  pariih,  abounds  with  fifli :  but  no  at- 
tempt hath  hitherto  been  made  to  turn  them  to  any  ac- 
count. The  inhabitants  having  no  abfolute  demand  for. 
them  as  a  neceffary  of  life,  and  no  market  near  them,  for 
no  manufa&ures  are  eftabliihed  in  the  pariih,  they  never 
think  of  profiting  by  the  bleflings  which  Providence  has 
put  in  their  power. 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Webftert  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  in  1755  was  1509.  Old  Luce,  on  the 
1  ft  of  January  1791,  contained  1200  inhabitants,  old  and 
young.  An  accurate  enumeration  was  likewife  made  in 
1778,  which  amounted  to  1275. 

From  the  baptifms  entered  in  the  pariih  regifter,  which 
begins  in  1732,  it  appears,  that  the  population  has  been 
decreafing  fince  the  year  1755,  an4  perhaps  before  that 
period  \  but  as  there  is  no  rule  by  which  it  can  be  traced, 
this  cannot  be  certainly  known. 

Baptifms. 
From  1732  to  1755*  -  -  830 

Increafe  of  births  over  burials  in  this  period,  261 

From  1755  to  1778,  -  -  706 

Increafe  of  births  over  burials  in  this  period,  267 

The  laft  23  years  fall  ihort  of  the  firft,  124 

though  the  increafe  of  baptifms  be  confiderable*    The 

emigration 
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emigration  to  America  was,  in  this  parilb,  confined  to  i* 
men,  7  women,  and  7  children.  The  village  of  GlenJua 
lias  fince  1732  increafed  from  2  or  3  to  40  families  5  and 
two-thirds  of  that  incretfc  ha*  been  fince  1 776,  and  yet 
the  depopulation  has  ftill  gone  on  *. 

Marriages,  Births,  and  Burials,  entered  in  the  Parj/i 
Regfter,  Jrvm  ift  January  1788  U  ift  January  1791. 
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•  From  the  preceding  Hate,  and  the  return  made  to  Dr«  WebAer  of 
t)ie  poputytion  of  Old  Luce  in  1755.  being  1509  fouls,  it  is  evident,  that 
there  hat  been  lome  continued  caufe  oC  depopulation.  Indeed,  two  caufes 
may  be  affigned,  and  the  firft  it;  that,  previous  to  1755,  the  arable  pan 
•f  the  parifh  was  parcelled  out  into  (mall  farms  j  and  fince  that  period, 

there 
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&tnt>  Heritors,  Stipend,  Sec. — The  valued  rent  of  the 
parifh  is  599 1 1.  15  s.  Scots,  and  the  real  rent  about  3500I. 
Strling.  There  are  9  heritors,  5  of  whom  have  houfes, 
in  which  fome  of  them  tefide  conftantly,  and  others  occa- 
sionally. 

The  church  is  too  fmall  for  the  inhabitants,  but  toler- 
ably well  finifhed,  and  in  good  repair.  The  King  is  pa- 
tron. The  ftipend,  by  an  augmentation  lately  obtained, 
is  about  iool.  The  manfe  was  built  about  50  years  ago, 
and  is  a  large  and  good  houfe.  The  glebe  has  evidently 
been  the  garden  of  the  abbey,  and  contains  exa£My  12 
acres,  including  the  ruins,  manfe,  and  prefent  garden; 
The  ruins,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe  quantities  carried 
away,  ftill  cover,  or  render  of  no  value,  about  i-J-  acre  of 
the  glebe. 

The  abbey  was  founded  in  the  year  1 190  * ;  and  it  ap-i 
pears  from  the  ruins,  to  have  been  a  very  extenfive  build- 

Vol.  XIV.  3R  ingj 

there  has  been  a  progreflire  union  of  two  or  more  of  thefe.  This  has 
leflened  con  fid  crab  ly  the  cumber  of  farmers.  But,  betides  the  divifion 
of  land  into  fmall  farm*,  there  was,  id  general,  a  farm  fcrvant  upon 
each  of  them,  called  a  cottar  or  worker,  who  had  a  houfe,  with  a  wife 
and  family.  The  number  of  thefe  dtmintfhed,  of  courfe,  with  the  en- 
largement of  farms ;  and  their  number  has  again  decfeafed  in  confluence 
of  the  farmers  preferring  unmarried  fervanti,  in  their  familie?,  to  the; 
cottar  in  his  own  houfe.  The  cnclofing  of  land  has  likewife  contributed, 
in  part,  to  the  depopulation,  by  rendering  herds,  who  generally  had 
wives  and  families,  altogether  unncceflary.  Thcfe  caufes  have  occafion- 
ed  the  depopulation ;  and  unlets  manufacture*  be  introduced,  there  is  no 
probability  that  the  population  will  increafc,  while  the  mode  of  large 
farms  continues. 

•  The  monks  were  of  the  Ciftertian  order ;  and  a  Thomas,  Hay  was 
appointed  commendator  fo  late  as  1560.  The  Pope's  bull,  dated  at 
Rome,  id  May  1560,  appointing  him,  Commendator  Valiis  Lucis  atqoe 
de  Glenloce;  is  ftill  in  the  pnffc  ffion  of  the  commendatoi*s  family,  in  this 
parilh,  Sir  Thomas  Hay  of  Pjrk,  Baronet. 
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ing ;  but  all  that  now  remains  entire  is  a  fmall  apartment 
upon  the  E.  fide  of  the  fquare,  within  which  the  dotften 
hare  ftood.    In  the  middle  of  the  apartment  is  a  pillar, 
about  14  feet  high,  from  which  8  arches  fpring,  and  have 
their  terminations  in  the  furrounding  walls  :   The  centre 
of  every  arch  is  ornamented  with  foliage  and  diflercn: 
figures,  remarkably  well  cut  in  coarfe  free  (tone.     From 
the  folidity  of  the  workmanfliip  which  remains,  a  probable 
conclufion  may  be  drawn,  that  the  hand  of  time  would 
never  have  overturned  it;   neither  had  the  zeal  of  the 
good  people  in  Galloway  for  Reformation  extended  to  float 
walls,  even  though  they  had  contained  Roman  Catholkks; 
for  it  had  remained  for  near  1 00  years  after  the  Refor- 
mation, without  fuffering  any  material  injury  *.     But  li- 
berty had,  after  that  time,  been  given  by  the  incumbents 
to  the  people  to  pick  out  the  free  ftone,  which  brought 
it  to  ruins.    The  pillar,  which  is  much  admired  for  its 
juft  proportions,  has  efcaped  the  general  deftru&ion,  ei- 
ther from  the  difficulty  of  removing  the  rubbifh  which  had 
fallen  upon  the  arches,  or  the  danger  of  its  burying  the 
depredators  in  its  ruins,  had  any  attempt  been  made  be- 
low the  arches  to  pull  it  down. 

School  and  Poor. — The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  8L  6*. 
8d.,  which,  with  the  wages,  perquifites  as  feffion-clcrk,  and 
1 1.  Sterling  annually  from  a  mortification  by  Mr.  James 
Tweddale  fenior,  formerly  minifter  of  Old  Luce,  for  the 

education 

*  The  deed  by  which  the  commendator  conveyed  hit  bods  to  his 
friend,  Hay  of  Park,  is  thus  concluded  :  Datum  meo  Monafterio,  14th 
Mail  157s.  It  tnuft,  therefore,  have  efcaped  the  common  ruin  in  which, 
71  or  i*  years  before,  abbeys,  cathedrals,  and  churches,  in  other  parti 
of  Scotland,  had  perifhed.  It  appears,  from  the  records  of  the  prefby- 
eery  of  Stranraer,  that  the  building  was  almoft  entire  at  the  dWiiion  of 
the  parifli  in  1646. 
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education  of  4  poor  children,  may  amount  to  25 1.  Ster-  4 
ling  a-year.  The  number  of  fcholars,  at  an  average,  will 
be  about  50.  Two  private  fchools  are  likewife  generally 
kept,  for  the  winter  months,  in  different  parts  of  the  pa* 
rifli,  and  the  number  of  fcholars  at  each  about  30. — The 
poor  are  not  numerous,  and  feldom  beg.  The  funds  ' 
for  their  maintenance  are  the  weekly  colleftions  at  church, 
which  fome  years  fall  under,  but  feldom  exceed,  15 1. 
Sterling. 

MifidUmms  Ofyrrvatwis.--Thcrc  is  little  flat  or  low 
lying  land ;  but  none  of  the  hills  rife  to  any  confiderable 
height,  except  3,  and  the  higheft  of  thefe  does  not  exceed 
200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  Knock,  the 
fmalkft  in  circumference,  is  of  a'ftiarp  conical  figure,  and 
a  fmall  fpace  at  the  top  has  been  furrounded  with  a  ftone 
wall,  the  veftiges  of  which  are  ftill  vifible.  It  probably 
has  been  a  place  of  refuge,  in  the  turbulent  days  of  our 
predeceflbrs,  where  a  handful  of  determined  men,  pre- 
vious to  the  ufe  of  fire  arms,  might  have  bid  defiance  for 
a  long  time  to  thoufands. 

Many  tumuli,  or  cairns  of  ftones,  are  ftill  remaining, 
though  the  building  of  fences  and  clearing  of  fields,  has 
reduced  their  number  considerably.  There  cannot  be  a 
doubt  of  their  being  monuments  ere&ed  over  the  alhes  of 
the  dead 5  for  in  all  of  them  that  have  been  opened,  there 
has  been  found,  it  is  faid,  an  urn,  enclofed  in  ftones,  in 
the  form  of  an  oblong  fquare,  about  the  middle  of  the 
cairn  :  but  there  was  lately  found,  near  the  outfide  of  one 
which  had  been  carried  away  almoft  level  with  the  fur- 
face  of  the  field,  6  earthen  pots,  refembling  urns,  alter- 
nately ranged  in  the  earth,  with  the  mouth  of  one  and 
bottom  of  another  up.  In  each,  there  was  a  (mall  quan- 
3  R  z  tity 
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k  tity  of  human  bones,  which  evidently  have  been  burnt : 
Parts  of  the  fkulls,  and  other  human  bones,  are  very  dif- 
tinft.  They  were  carelefsly  left  by  the  workmen  who 
found  them  upon  the  publick  road,  where  fome  idle  boys 
broke  them  in  pieces  \  but,  from  the  information  that 
could  be  got,  and  fragments  that  were  picked  up,,  no  in- 
scription had  been  upon  them.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
wherever  one  of  thefe  cairns  is  met  with,  another  will 
invariably  be  found  within  view  of  it.  A  line  of  them, 
in  this  parifh,  can,  in  this  way,  be  traced  for  2  miles. 
There  may  be  two,  and  not  a  third  one  in  view  of  either ; 
but  there  is  never  one  without  another,  unlefs  it  has  been 
carried  away,  within  view  of  its  fellow. 

There  is,  in  this  parifh,  a  fpring  of  the  chalybeate  kind, 
which  has  been  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  fcorbutic  diforders. 


NUMBER 
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PARISH    OF    GREENLAW. 

(County  of  Berwick,  Synod  of  Merse  and  Tiviot. 
dale,  Presbytery  of  Dunse.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Simson. 


Extent^  Namef  Soil,  Surface,  &c. 

TH  E  parifh  of  Greenlaw  is  between  7  and  8  miles  in 
length,  from  N.  to  S. ;  and,  on  an  average,  about 
a  miles  in  breadth.  In  this  parifh,  there  are  feveral  of 
thofe  round  hills,  or  detached  eminences,  which,  from 
their  conical  figure,  are  well  known  in  Scotland  by  the 
name  of  Laws.  It  is  from  one  of  thefe,  which,  in  the 
original  uncultivated  ftate  of  the  country,  being  greener 
than  the  reft,  that  the  parifh  evidently  derives  its  name.-— 
The  foil  is  extremely  various.  In  the  S.  part  of  the  pa- 
rifh, it  conufts  of  a  deep,  ftrong  clay,  and  produces  ex- 
cellent wheat,  barley,  oats,  hay,  and  fine  paflure.  In  pro- 
ceeding northward,  it  becomes  worfe.  In  many  places, 
it  is  wet  and  fpongy  ;  and  both  the  grain  and  grafs  are  of 
an  inferior  quality ;  but  fuch  parts  as  are  dry,  bear  good 
oats,  excellent  turnips,  and  heavy  crops  of  clover  and  rye 

grafs. 
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grafs.  The  N.  part  of  the  pariih  is  moftly  a  mountains 
trait. .  Some  of  the  hills  are  dry  and  improved  towa:: 
the  bottom ;  others  are  wet,  and  covered  with  fliort  hen. 
and  fit  only  for  flieep-waiks,  and  the  raifing  of  young  a- 
tie.  On  the  W.  fide  of  this  tra£t,  there  is  a  mofs  of  a:- 
fiderable  extent,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  tor 
of  Greenlaw,  and  all  who  live  in  the  N.  part  of  die  p- 
rifh,  are  fupplied  with  peats  of  a  tolerably  good  quaL: 
There  is  no  map  of  the  pariih.  About  one  half  of  h 
enclofed,  and  two  thirds  of  it  arable. 

-CJimaUy  Di/eafeSf  &c. — The  climate  is  as  various  as  ml". 
foil.  At  Greenlaw,  which  is  well  flickered  by  hills,  - 
air  is  rather  mild  ;  in  the  S.  of  the  pariih,  it  is  more  i":. 
but  on  the  high  grounds,  and  efpecially  towards  the  N- 
Jt  is  keen  and  penetrating.  It  may  be  faid  to  be  a  heafch 
diftrift,  few  or  no  epidemical  difeafes  bcipg  peculiar  t 
it.  In  the  fpring,  however,  agues,  rheumatifms,  and  ir- 
termittent  fevers,  are  frequent :  but  it  is  remarked,  tL" 
thefe  difeafes  are.neither  fo  violent,  nor  of  fuch  dunn^ 
in  this  parifh*  as  in  thofe  to  the  S. ;  which  is  owing,  per- 
haps, to  this  part  of  the  country  being  more  hilly  -,  ti- 
waters,  confequently,  being  lefe  apt  to  run  into  a  putn- 
ftate.  Formerly,  the  fmall  pox  carried  off  great  nur- 
bers  ;  but  the  prejudices  againft  inoculation  are  faft  va- 
ing  out.  The  people,  in  general,  are  become  reconcile 
to  this  pra&ice,  by  feeing  the  remarkable  fuccefs  v- 
which  it  is  attended.  Mr.  Alexander,  furgeon  in  re- 
place, has,  in  the  courfe  of  die  laft  10  years,  inocubci 
upwards  of  500,  of  which  number  only  1  died. 

Rivers. — Blackater,   or  Blackwater,   is  £he  only  rive 
which  runs  through  this  pariih.    Its  waters  are  of  a  dx 

blacU 
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black tfh  colour ;  and  it  is  from  this  circumftance  it  de- 
rives its  name.  It  abounds  in  excellent  trout.  In  fum- 
mer,  and  even  in  winter,  it  is  commonly  but  a  fmall 
ftream  ;  but  being  fed  by  a  number  of  rills  and  fmall  tor- 
rents, which  iflue  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  it  fwells 
fometimes  unexpectedly  to  a  great  fize,  and  overflows,  to 
a  confiderable  extent,  the  valley  grounds  through  which 
it  pafles. 

Rent,  &c. — The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  6836L 
3  s.  1 1  Ad-  Scots.  The  real  rent  about  3550 1.  Sterling. 
The  rent  of  land  varies  according  to  its  quality  and  fitu- 
ation.  Near  the  town  of  Greenlaw,  where  it  is  let  in 
fmall  portions,  the  rent  is  from  il.  to  xl.  ios.  an  acre  *; 
enclofed  arable  farms  from  10s.  to  20s.  6d.  an  acre  :  un- 
endowed farms,  which  are  partly  in  tillage,  and  partly 
(locked  with  flieep,  are  not  let  by  the  acre,  but  in  the 
lump.  The  farms  are,  in  general,  from  70I.  to  350I.  a- 
ycar ;  but  there  are  fome  from  70I.  down  to  50L  5  and  a 
few  {mall  pofleflions  below  20 1.  It  ought  to  be  obferved 
alfo,  that  feycral  farmers,  fome  of  whom  refide  in  the 
pariih,  and  fome  out  of  it,  but  all  having  farms  in  it,  pof- 
fefs  lands  to  the  value  of  500I.,  and  even  7601.  a-year. 
About  50  years  ago,  the  real  rent  of  the  parifh  did  not 
much  exceed  the  third  part  of  what  it  is  at  prefent.  Some 
of  the  beft  lands  were,  about  that  time,  let  at  5  s.  the 
acre. 

This  great  rife  of  rent  is  not  owing  to  any  confiderable 
rife  in  the  price  of  grain  :  For  even  fo  far  back  as  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  lad  century,  grain  fold,  commumbus 
MJinls  f,   nearly  as  high  as  it  is  now.     But  the  caufes, 

which 

*  When  mention  is  made  of  acre*,  in  this  account,  the  EngUflt  acre 
U  always  meant. 

\  See  the  tables  of  fiars  of  the  county  of  Berwick. 
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which  have  chiefly  contributed  to  raife  the  rent  fo  great'; 
are  the  great  rife  in  the  price  of  fheep  and  cattle,  as. 
the  vaft  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  agriix. 
ture,  by  which  more  grain  is  raifed  than  formerly ;  2:. 
much  artificial  food,  fuch  as  turnips,  clover,  and  rye  gm\ 
&c,  has  been  introduced,  which  has  contributed,  in  2: 
{mail  degree,  both  to  improve  the  cattle,  and  to  augrcer 
their  numbers. 

Formerly,  the  parifh  was  almoft  totally  unenclofed,  an: 
let  out  in  fmall  farms.  From  fcarcky  of  manure,  an  ir- 
confiderable  portion  only  of  thefe  farms  could  be  kept  r 
good  condition  for  tillage.  This,  which  was  called  ac:: 
land,  lay  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  fanr- 
ftead  \  and  all  the  manure,  which  was  made  upon  tr: 
farm,  was  laid  upon  it.  The  reft,*  which  was  termc- 
outficld,  was  partly  cropped  with  oats,  without  any  kisiJ 
of  manure  whatever,  except  what  was  fometimes  fol&oi, 
which  was  generally  but  a  few  acres  ;  and  partly  alkrwci 
to  lie  wafte,  paftured  by  fome  ftuntcd  half-ftarved  (her 
or  cattle.  When  that  which  was  cropped  was  quite  ci- 
Ii a ufted,  it  was  allowed  to  reft,  and  a  portion  of  the  othr 
waftc  ground  taken  up  in  its  place.  A  few  crops  of  cv:> 
exhaufted  it  alfo ;  it  was  then  allowed  again  to  lie  waft:, 
and  another  portion  was  ploughed  and  cropped  with  oa:<; 
and  fo  with  the  reft.  The  tenants  then  were  very  dsFo 
cnt  from  what  they  now  are  :  They  wrought  as  hard,  an; 
fared  as  meanly  as  their  fervants  :,  their  houfes  were  fei 
and  inconvenient  5  and  the  whole  face  of  the  country  ex- 
hibited nothing  but  marks  of  extreme  indigence.  Th~ 
wrctched  fyftem  of  hufbandry,  and  the  poverty  which  w.v 
the  confequencc  of  it,  were  not  peculiar  to  this  pari(V 
nor  even  to  this  corner  of  the  kingdom,  but  prevailed  a> 
mcil  all  over  Scotland ;  and  arofe  no  lefs  from  the  ftaiw* 
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in  which  commerce  then  was,  than  from  ignorance  in 
-agriculture.  Before  the  Union,  Scotland  had  no  foreign 
market  for  her  (beep  and  black  cattle ;  and,  consequently, 
had  no  motive  to  raife  more  of  thefe  than  her  own  do- 
.  xneftick  confumption  demanded  5  which,  at  that  time,  was 
extremely  fmall,  as  little  butcher  meat  was  then  ufed. ' 
But  no  fooner  had  the  Union  opened  a  market  for  thtfe  . 
valuable  articles  of  commerce,  than  an  influx  of  wealth, 
unknown  in  former  times,  began  to  pour  into  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  ifland.  This  influx  of  wealth  increafing, 
as  the  price  of  cattle  rofe,  gradually  produced  a  happy 
change  in  the  fyftem  of  agriculture ;  and  was,  doubtlefs, 
one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  improvement  of  the 
country:  For  landlords  of  dffcernment  foon  perceived, 
that  it  would  be  as  profitable  to  cultivate  land  for  rearing 
and  feeding  cattle,  as  for  raifing  grain.  They,  therefore, 
enclofed  their  grounds,  and  united  feveral  of  their  fmall 
farms*  Thefe,  they  either  improved  themfelves,  or  let  to 
opulent  and  enterprifing  farmers,  who  had  money  fuffi- 
cient,  not  only  to  flock  their  farms*  but  alfo  to  improve 
them ;  and  who  had  the  good  fenfe  to  perceive  the  ab- 
fiirdity  of  the  manner  in  which  agriculture  had  been  car- 
ried on,  and  the  fagacity  to  forefee  the  advantages  which 
would  refult  from  introducing  a  more  improved  fyftem. 
In  this  parifh,  thefe  fanners  laboured  under  many  local 
disadvantages :  They  were  at  a  great  diftance  from  lime, 
which  was  the  only  fpecies  of  manure  they  could  com* 
mand :  They  were  ftill  farther  from  markets,  where  they 
tould  difpofe  of  their  grain :  The  roads  to  both,  when 
they  began  their  improvements,  were  bad ;  But,  by  their 
perfeverance  and  fpirited  exertions,  they  furmounted  eve- 
ry obftaele 5  and  (which  is  niuch  to  their  hon6ur),  have 
converted  a  great  part  of  the  parifh  from  a  bleak  and  ne» 
Vol.  XIV*  3S  gleded, 
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gk&ed,  into  a  beautiful  and  well  cultivated  diftri£h  Thej 
now  reap  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  :  Mod  of  them  are 
in  cafy  drcumftances,  and  Kve  in  a  comfortable  manner. 

Roads*— When  a  fpirit  for  improvement  in  agriculture 
firft  appeared  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  roads  weir 
in  bad  repair.  The  only  way  of  tranfporting  grain  or 
meal  to  the  Lothian  markets,  was  on  horfes  backs.  It  b 
obvious  how  expenfive  this  mode  of  carriage  moft  have 
been.  But  befides  being  expenfive,  k  was  attended  with 
another,  and  even  greater  inconvenience :  In  winter,  when 
there  was  moft  grain  to  difpofe  of,  and  the  farmers  ftood 
moft  in  need  of  money  for  paying  their  rents,  the  roads, 
or  rather  tra&s,  were  often  impaflablc.  But  fince  thai 
branch  of  the  great  road  from  London  to  Edinburgh, 
which  runs  through  this  parifti,  was  made  (which  is  near- 
ly 30  years  ago),  there  has  been  conftant  accefs  with  carts 
to  the  Dalkeith  market.  A  cart  with  a  horfes,  carrying 
5  load  of  meal,  can  perform  2  journeys  in  the  week,  and 
returns  home  laden  with  coal  or  lime.  The  roads  to  Ber- 
wick and  Eyemouth  were,  till  lately,  in  a  bad  ftate  •,  but  now 
they  are  in  good  repair.  The  principal  crofs  roads  in  the 
parifti  are  alfo  much  improved.  All  thefe  Toads  do  great 
honour  to  the  publick  fpirit  of  the  gentlemen  who  planned 
and  promoted  them ;  for  they  have  put,  a*  far  as  human 
art  can,  this  diftant  inland  tra&  of  the  country  on  a  level 
with  thofe  places  that  are  more  favourably  fituated  with 
refpett  to  markets. 

Mode  of  Cultivation  and  Price  of  Labour.— -The  ploughs 
generally  ufed,  are  the  Englifh  kind,  drawn  by  a  horfes ; 
but  when  ftrong  ftiff  land  is  broken  up,  the  Scotch  plough 
k  ufed,  which  is  drawn  by  4  horfes,  or  2  horfes  and  2 

oxen. 


Of  Greenlaw.  507 

oxen.  Since  the  late  improvements  were  introduced  into 
agriculture,  the  price  of  labour  has  greatly  encreafed.  A- 
bout  40  years  ago,  farmers  men  fervants,  who  had  their 
vi£fcuals  in  their  mafters  houfes,  received  from  3I.  to  4L 
a-year;  the  women  from  al.  to  al.  10s. :  At  prefent,  the 
men  receive  from  7I.  to  9I.  a-year;  the  women  from  3I. 
to  4L  But  moft  of  the  men  fervants,  employed  in  huf- 
bandry,  are  married,  and  eat  in  their  own  houfes :  They 
receive,  for  meat  and  wages,  a  certain  quantity  of  grain, 
fome  money,  and  food  for  a  cow  for  the  whole  year ;  a- 
mounting  in  all  to  between  15L  and  16I  *. 

Crops. — The  principal  crops  in  this  parHh  are,  wheats 
barley,  and  oats.  Some  peafe  alfo  are  fown,  but  in  {mall 
quantities,  as  the  foil  is  found  not  to  be  very  fuitable  for 
the  growth  of  that  kind  of  grain.  Heavy  crops  of  clover 
and  rye-grafs  are  raifed  on  almoft  all  the  improved  lands* 
Turnips  have  been  much  cultivated  of  late,  and  are  found 
to  fucceed  well  in  the  dry  grounds.  The  farmers  eithc* 
feed  cattle  with  them  in  the  houfe,  or  fell  them  to  dealers 
in  iheep,  to  be  eaten  on  the  ground.  When  eaten  in  the 
fields,  they  generally  fell  at  about  3L  an  acre ;  but  feme 
years,  they  are  much  higher:  This  year  (1793)  feme 
3  S  2  fields 

• 

♦  Formal/,  men  day-labourers,  when  they  farnifhed  their  own  vie* 
taals,  hid  only  6d.  a  day ;  now  they  have  from  1  §.  to  i».  id.,  except  in 
the  time  of  mowing,  when  the  wages  are  it.  6d. :  to  harve(fc,  the  men 
get  it.  ad.  a-day,  with  their  meat;  women,  8d.  or  od. :  but  reapers 
are  generally  hired  for  the  harveft.  The  wages  of  the  men  are  above 
1 1.  6  s.;  thofe  of  the  women  about  ft  is.  Women  receive  for  work* 
iag  at  hay,  and  weeding  turnips,  8d.  a*day,  withoot  meat :  the  day- 
wages  of  a  mafon  are  from. Is.  8 d.  to  as.;  of  a  carpenter  from  It. 
6d.tois.8d.;ofa  cabinetmaker  the  fame.  Work,  however,  of  all 
thofe  kinds,  is  generally  done  by  the  piece.  A  tailor  receives  8d.  a-dar, 
with  hit  meat 
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fields  fold  fo  high  as  61*  ios.  the  acre.  Potatoes  are  a 
general  crop,  and  are  of  vaft  fervice  to  the  poor  people. 
About  Martinmas,  the  price' of  them  is  Seldom  above  iod. 
or  1 8.  the  firlot. 

Mode  of  Cropping. — The  fame  mode  of  cropping  docs  not 
prevail  through  the  whole  parifh,  but  is  varied  according  to 
the  foil  and  climate.     On  lands  fit  for  bearing  wheat,  the 
mode  of  cropping  followed  by  the  principal  farmers  is 
this  :   When  a  field  is  taken  up  that  has  been  paftured  for 
fome  years,  they  take  2  crops  of  oats  fucceflivcly ;  but  if 
it  has  not  been  paftured,  and  been  only  1  year  in  hay, 
they  take  only  1  crop  of  oats ;  then  fallow  it,  and  after 
the  fallow,  fow 'Wheat  in- the  autumn,  with  grafs  feeds  in 
the  ipring :  If  they  do  not  fow  grafs  feeds,  which  is  fome- 
times  the  cafe,  withi&e  wheat  crop,  they  then  take  a  crop 
of  pcafe  after. the  'wheat;  and  after  the  peafe  a  crop  of 
barley,  along  vith  which  they  fow.  die  grafs  feeds.    On 
light  dry  land,  fit  for  thrnips,  when  taken  up  after  it  has 
been  paftured,'  they  take  2  crops  of  oats  fucceffively ;  but 
if  it  has  been  only  i  -year  in 'hay,  only  1  crop  of  oats, 
then  turnips,  and  after  the  turnips,  barley  with  grafc  feeds. 
Till  of  late,  it  was  the  general  pra&icc  to  take  2  crops  of 
hay  before  they  laid  their  fields  in  pafture ;  but  feveral 
farmers  have  found,  by  repeated  trials  which  they  have 
made,  that  it  is  more  profitable  not  to  cut  their  fields, 
which  they  intend  for  pafture,  but  to  put  their  (beep  or 
cattle  upon  them  the  year  immediately  after  they  are 
fown.     And  they  are  of  opinion,  that  the  firft  2  years 
thus  paftured,  ar$  fully  aa  valuable  as  the  3  next  following. 

Number  of  Horfes,  &c. — There  are  about  280  horfes,  of 
all  ages,  in  the  pariih,  and  850  black  cattle ;  the  number 

ef 
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•f  flicep  amounts  to  about  2500.  The  attention  which 
has  been  paid,  for  fome  years  paft,  to  the  improvement 
of  the  breed  of  fliecp,  has  greatly  increafed  the  value  of 
the  wool.  In  1 79 1  and  1792,  laid  wool  fold  from  14s. 
to  1 8  s.  6d.  a-ftone ;  and  white  wool  confiderably  higher. 
This  year  it  has  fallen  about  as.  the  ftone. 

Population.— According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  in  1755  was  895.  An  accurate  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  was  made  in  fum- 
mer  1785.  They  amounted  then  to  1210,  of  whom  223 
were  below  8  years  of  age.  Of  the  987  who  were  above 
8  years,  832  were  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church  >  62  were 
Burghers ;  82  Antiburghers  •,  7  Camerbnians  5  and  4  of 
the  Relief  perfuafion.  There  are  7  heritors,  3  of  whom 
refide  in  the  parifh.  About  one  half  o£  the  inhabitant* 
live  in  the  town  of  Greenlaw ;  the  reft  live  in  farmfteads 
and  detached  houfes,  and  in  a  fmall  village,  in  the  N.  part 
of  the  parifh,  which  contains  about  60  people.  Almoft 
the  whole  of  the  town  of  Greenlaw  is  feued  *•  The 
feuars  are  about  80  in  number.  There  are  feveral  in* 
fiances  of  longevity  in  the  pariih.  Some  years  ago,  t 
perfons  died  upwards  of  90.  There  is  1  alive  at  prefer* 
aged  93,  another  87,  and  feveral  fomewhat  above  8o. 

Abstract 

*  Feuing  is  a  mode  of  holding  landed  property  very  common  in  Scot- 
land. The  par  chafer  holds  of  a  fubjecl  fapcrior,  to  whom,  bcGdes  the 
money  given  when  the  lands  are  bought,  he  pays  a  perpetual  yearly  ac- 
knowledgment, which  ii  termed  fco-dtaty.  The  purdufe  money  paid 
for  the  ground*  fcued  in  Greenlaw  is  Sol.  the  EagUfh  acre,  and  the  feu* 
duty  16  s.  10  d.    The  Earl  of  Marchmont  is  fuperior. 
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Abstract  ^"/^  Baptisms,  Marriages,  and  Bcrix 
Jfcww  /A/  1/  ofOclober  1785  fo  rfv  l/f  of  October  1793. 
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Stipend. — The  ftipend  is  iool.,  with  a  m*n£e»  art: 
glebe  of  about  10  acres.  The  church  was  lately  repair- 
and  new  feated  i  and  although  it  is  too  narrow,  confin- 
ing the  length  of  it  (which  is  the  cafe  with  almoft  ail  c-  [ 
churches),  and  rather  too  fmall  for  the  congregation  j  yr 
it  is,  upon  the  whole,  a  comfortable  place  of  publick  wor- 
Jhip.  The  manfe  ftands  in  need  of  being  repaired.  Ts 
Earl  of  Marchmont  is  patron. 

State  of  the  Poor. — The  heritors  and  kirk-feflion  me* 
twice  a-year,  about  the  terms  of  Whitfunday  and  VU- 
tinmas,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  provifion  for  the  pocT 
At  each  of  thefe  meetings,  an  aflcflment  is  made,  fu£- 
cient  for  maintaining  thofe  that  are  admitted  upon  tt- 
roll  for  the  enfuing  half  year.  The  one  half  of  the  ± 
feflment  is  paid  by  the  heritors,  and  the  other  by  the  te- 
nants. There  are  41  perfons  at  prefent  upon  the  roll ;  ane 
the  fum  aflefled  to  maintain  them,  for  the  current  half  yea:. 
is  62I.  us.  6d.    About  5  years  ago,  the  fums  levied  fr: 

th 
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ie  fupport  of  the  poor,  were  not  much  above  one-third 
f  what  they  now  are. 

Manufactures. — Manufa&ures  hare  not  yet  been  intro- 
uced  into  this  pariih.  The  only  branch  that  has  been 
ttempted,  is  one  of  woollen  cloth  j  but  how  it  will  fuo* 
reed,  h  is  impoffible  to  fay,  as  it  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 
Cabinetmakers  work  is  extremely  well  executed  here :  8 
)r  10  tradefmen  are  conftantly  employed  in  making  houfe- 
lold  furniture  for  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood ;  but 
none  is  made  but  what  is  commiffioned. 

Charafter. — The  inhabitants  of  this  pariih  are,  in  ge- 
neral, a  fober  and  induftrious  people*  There  are  fomc, 
indeed,  of  a  different  character :  Thefe,  however,  are  but 
few.  No  inhabitant  of  the  pariih  has  either  fuffered  ca- 
pital puirifhment,  or  been  baniihed  for  many  years  paft  ; 
and  only  one  inftance  of  fuicide  has  occurred  in  the  me- 
mory of  the  oldeit  perfon  living. 

Difadvantages. — Perhaps  few  parts  of  the  country,  la- 
bouring under  equal  difadvantages,  have  made  as  great 
progrefs  in  improvement  as  this  pariih  has  done.     It?  dis- 
tance from   markets  neceffarily  diminiflies  the  price  of 
grain  j  and  its  diftance  from  coal  and  lime  as  neceiTarily 
increafes  the  price  of  fuel  and  manure.     The  town  of 
Crccnlaw,  which  is  nearly  the  centre  of  the  pariih,  is  30 
miles  from  Dalkeith,  20  from  Berwick,  and  about  the 
fame  diftance  from  Eyemouth )  and  almoft  all  the  meal, 
and  even  part  of  the  grain,  that  is  carried  to  thefe  differ- 
ent markets,  is  bought  up  to  be  tranfported  to  more  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  country  :    What  is  carried  to  Dalkeith,  is 
thence  conveyed  by  land  carriage  to  Glafgow,  which  is 

near 
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near  80  miles  from  Greenlaw.  The  neaneft  coal  zr 
lime  are  in  Northumberland,  about  20  miles  diftant.  T 
notwithftanding  all  thefe  difadvantages,  not  only  the : 
part  of  the  parifh,  where  the  foil  is  good,  but  alio  mx 
other  parts,  where  it  is  of  inferior  quality,  are,  by  ber. 
well  enclofed  and  well  limed,  made  as  fertile  as  it  is  p& 
fible  to  render  places  fo  unfavourably  fituated  for  b 
provement. 

Antiquities* — The  ruins  of  two  ancient  religious  hoc^ 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  this  parifh.  They  belonged  to  th. 
priory  of  Kelfo,  when  popery  was  eltablifhed  in  OL 
country  *. 

Hints  fir  Improvements.— 1.  It  has  been  already  obten* 
ed,  that  fereral  of  the  hills,  in  the  N.  part  of  the  paii^ 
are  improved  towards  the  bottom.  No  part  of  thern,  ho*, 
ever,  is  enclofed.  This  is  a  great  lofs  to  the  farmers,  :> 
they  cannot,  with  all  their  care  and  attention,  keep  the? 
flieep  from  the  turnips  in  winter,  nor  fown  grafs  in  tk 
fpring.  A  few  enclofures,  therefore,  would  be  of  grea: 
benefit $  and  would  amply  compenfate  for  fucb  funis  d 
money  as  would  be  neceflary  for  making  them. 

a.  Serai 

•  About  a  mile  N.  from  the  town  of  Greenlaw,  in  old  wall,  or  earths 
mound,  with  a  ditch  on  one  fide,  known  by  the  name  of  Harm*,  cr 
HerritVDike,  runs  acrofs  the  parifh.  It  cannot  now  be  aiceitiiaei, 
cither  what  the  height  of  the  wall,  or  depth  of  the  ditch  originally  wa> ; 
but  neither  of  them  feems  to  have  been  considerable.  By  the  enclofur?. 
which  have  been  lately  made  in  the  country,  the  greateft  part  of  this  viH 
has  been  deftroyed.  About  60  years  ago,  it  could  have  been  traced  U 
miles  eaflward ;  and  tradition  fays,  it  proceeded,  in  the  fame  dircvSwr. 
as  far  as  Berwick.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  extended  weft  ward  to  a  place 
in  the  parifh  of  Lcgerwood,  called  Boon ;  a  word,  in  the  Celtic  language, 
signifying  boundary  or  termination.  It  is  not  known  by  whom,  or  11 
wbat  time  this  wall  was  built,  nor  for  what  purpofe  it  was  intended. 
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*.  Several  parts  of  the  fame  farms  are  dry  and  arable, 
but  have  not  been  in  tillage  for  at  lead  100  years  paft. 
Thefe,  in  their  prefent  ftate,  are  worth  very  little  :  Were 
they  taken  up  and  well  limed/  and,  after  a  crop  or  two  of 
oats,  fown  with  white  clover  feed,  their  value  would  be 
confidejrably  increafed.  They  would  become  moft  excel- 
lent pafture  grounds  either  for  fheep  or  cattle. 

3.  TJie  greateft  improvement  that  could  be  made  in 
this  parifli,  would  be  to  plant  fome  pf  the  high  grounds 
with  fuch  trees  as  beft  fuited  the  foil.  Plantations,  when 
judicioufly  made,  are  ornaments  to  the  richeft  and  beft 
cultivated  dift?i£ts  :  but  on  high  and  expofed  places,  they 
are  not  only  ornamental,  but  greatly  beneficial.  They 
break  the  violence  of  the  winds,  and  render  the  air  more 
mild  and  temperate.  In  few  parts  of  the  country  do  the 
winds  rage  with  greater  fury  than  on  fome  of  the  high 
grounds  in  this  parifli :  yet  thefe  are  almoft  all  quite  bare, 
and  deftitute  of  trees.  It  is  unneceflary  to  point  out  all 
the  various  places  where  plantations  might  be  made  to 
advantage  5  it  may  be  proper,  however,  to  mention  the 
following  :  Were  a  ftripe  of  plantation  drawn  acrofs  the 
parifli,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  S.  of  the  town  of  Green- 
law, it  would  be  both  a  great  ornament  to  the  country 
in  general,  and  a  vail  benefit  to  the  lands  through  which 
it  pafled.  Another  ftripe,  about  the  fame  diftance  N. 
from  the  town,  drawn  likewife  acrofs  the  parifli,  would 
be  no  lefs  ornamental  and  advantageous.  Betides  thefe, 
feveral  clumps  of  trees  ought  to  be  raifed  in  places  far- 
ther N.  In  fevere  winters,  when  the  frofts  are  intenfe 
and  of  long  continuance,  and  the  ground  covered  with 
fnow,  all  thefe  various  plantations  would  be  of  Angular 
benefit.  m  They  would  afford   a  conftant  flielter  to  the 

Vol.  XIV.  3  T  fteep  \ 


1689  to  the  1792,  incluGve, 


[To  face  page  514] 


,/.,  1694. 

L.8    o    o  L.10    o    o    L.6  10    o    M 
s    o    o      •  J  100        4  16     °     _j   « 


— «    '  **  ■> 
o    L.8  16    o 

6    8 


5  »4 
J    * 

4  16 

5  » 

6  3 


L.8  12    o  L.11     4    o  L.11 
6  18    o        800        9 

7    o 

6  10 

7  4 

6  o 

7  16 


6  10 
6»  a 
6    3 

J  8 
6  8 
6  18 


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


8 
8 

7 
6 

7 
8 


1781.  1782.  1783. 

L.9  16    o  ImII  16    o  L.i  1     o 

600  12    00  99 

o       10  16    o  8  14 

o  10    o    o  8    8 

o  900  77 

o  790  ,70 

o  11    8    o  6  16 

o  11    8    o  8    8 


5  »4 
J  * 
4  '9 

4  J3 

5  * 
5  *7 


-^90.       1791. 

8    o  L.11    4 

10    o 


4 


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


9    o 
8    8 

7    4 
6    3 

6  16 

7  10 


o  L.ix  8 
o  11  o 
10  4 
9  18 
7  10 
6  12 
12 
8 


o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


1784. 

o  L.i  1     8 
o        9     ° 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


c  900 

0  Ho 
j  ho 

■  7  1  0 

1  600 

>  1  »  * 

3  8  c  0' 

lit  ' 

0L.11  8  °» 

0  9  9» 

0  In" 
j  It* 

)  ?»  » 

,  ]  c  0 

1  88° 
,  Vi0 


A 


e 

O 


0  73 

3   o 

o    o\ 

.S  3 
00 


fc  ■*" 


^  S 
rf-2 

O  S 

*«§ 
wi 
W 
<J 

P-. 

w 
o 

< 

M 

5 


•0  >o  >o  00  0 

^ 

« 

00 

3 

«A    M            M            M                           M 

J     0\t**N&VO 

»*>»o>b  o*o 

.-t     -t-t 

<* 

•O    co  O   *o  <0>0  VO   O    O   O 

4 

CO 

*• 

•Seo  to«o 

<o*om  o^o 

* 

M 

P4 

3 

^  r^O  »*>  •*>  <*•  *■  «n  O  »*» 

it   £* 

-5  0  0  «  *-o  «nvo  h  0 

**    P*                             *•* 

,;  *•  0  r*«o*o««Go  0  0 

« 

M 

£ 

j  r*  0  •*»  **»  ^t"  **■  *o>o  O 

•       •       ■       •       t 

1       %       ■       1       U 

•  t       1       •       »  . 
1       •       •       ■       I 

I       I       1       I       • 

•  •III 
1       1       ■       t       | 

•       III        i 

I                      ** 

*  •? 

'  *  '  S -3 

0  z    *   °  °* 

gcHJJ  8 

iS  S-sT-^-r 

£  S  s  i 

*  5  J>   u  « 

to 

S 

» 
55 


5 1 6  Statiftical  Account 

NI/MBER     S333. 
PARISH   OF   AUCHTERHOUSE. 


{Countt  or  Fokfa*,  Sthod  op  Angus  an*  MeaiK) 
Presbytery  or  Dundee.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr<  James  Seorf . 


Name,  Situation,  and  Extent. 

TH  E  parifh  is  fuppofed  to  derite  its  name  from  tk 
filiation  of  the  church,  which  is  placed  upon  the 
higheft  point  of  a  confiderable  eminence,  the  ground  de- 
clining in  every  direction.  Auchter  is  from  a  Gaelic  wort 
that  fignifies  high.  '  Auchterhoufe  ra  7  miles  N.  W.  cf 
Dundee.  It  lies  in  a  gentle  declivity  to  the  S*  of  thi: 
range  of  hills  called  Sidlaw,  which  feparates  Strathmore 
from  the  Carfe  of  .Gowrie  and  the  low  part  of  Angus.  It 
is  of  a  triangular  form, 'and  contains  (according  to  the 
beft  information  I  had  accefs  to),  about  4160  acres  \  of 
which  there  are  3160  arable. 

Soif$  Agriculture,  &c. — The  foil  is  moorifli.     Below  the 
heath*  there  is  generally  a  bed  of  clay  and  fond,  which, 

whet 
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'tolieto  properly  mixed  by  means  of  fummer  fallowing, 
make  a  good  foil,  called,  in  this  place,  light  land.  Great 
improvements  in  agriculture  have  been  made  in  this  pa-* 
rifh  Gnce  the  year  1776,  which  took  their  rife  from  the 
difcovery  and  application  of  marl,  of  which  there  are  3 
large  fields  and  a  fmall  one.    The  laft  mentioned,  with 

2  of  the  former,  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Airly ;  the  other 
to  Captain  Laird  of  Strathmartine  and  Mr.  Yeoman  of 
Ballbeuchly.  The  furface  of  thefe  fields  confifts  of  2  feet 
rich  earth ;  below  which  are  6  feet  of  mofs  ;  under  the 
mofs*  4  or  5  feet  of  clay  and  fand  :  then,  the  firft  bed  of 
marl ;  in  fome  places,  7  feet  deep ;  in  others,  not  above 

3  :    Beneath  this,  there  lies  another  ftratum  of  clay  of  $ 
feet ;  and  next,  the  fecond  bed  of  "marl,  generally  of  the 
fame  depth  with  the  firft  5  which  has  feldom,  if  ever,  been 
wrought,  becaufe  of  the  water  which  abounds,  and  which 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  and  expenfive  to  draw  of£ 
In  one  of  Lord  Airl/s  mofles,  there  is  a  rock  of  a  pecu- 
liar fpecies ;  hard  as  flint,  and  black  as  coal.    Where  it 
is  neceflary  to  open  drains  through  it,  it  has  always  been 
found  impracticable,  without  the  aid  of  gunpowder,  as  no 
tool  can  make  any  impreflion  upon  it:     Yet,  obdurate  as 
it  is  found  in  its  natural  fituation,  when  expofed  to  the 
winter  froft  and  rain,  it  crumbles  into  pieces,  and  is  good 
for  no  purpofe. — Deers  horns,  of  a  great  fize,  have  often 
been  found,  at  a  confiderable  depth  in  the  mofles  •,  as  alfo 
oak  trees,  hazle,  and  other  wood.— The  marl  is  fold  at 
9d.  the  boll  j  of  which  the  digger  has  3$d.    Fifty  or  fixty 
bolls  are  commonly  allowed  to  each  acre.     And  the  efle£fc 
of  marl  (together  with  the  confequ  nt  improvements),  has 
been  fuch  as  to  raife  the  rent  of  land  from  5  s.  to  ioi., 
159*1  aos.,  and  even  to  409.  Sterling  the  acre. 

Lord 
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Lord  Airly  gave  the  example  of  encloGng,  draining 
and  otherwife  improving  the  foil.    His  enclofures  are  aJJ 
of  the  mod  fubftantial  kind  :  The  walls  are  brought  to  a 
level  at  the  height  of  4  feet ;  then  covered  with  large  flag 
(tones,  projecting  2  or  3  inches  on  each  fide ;  and  to  bind 
and  keep  all  fall,  there  is  fet  above  thefe  a  capping  of 
ftone,  placed  on  edge,  which  Hands  ftrong  like  an  arcL 
The  enclofures  of  Ballbeuchly  are  done  after  the  fame 
manner :  Thofe  of  Dronlaw  and  Scotfton  are  carrying  cm 
in  a  fimilar  ftyle  :    The  2  Adamftons  were  enclofed  many 
years  ago;  but,  from  the  want  of  good  materials,  the 
fences  are  not  fo  complete  as  thofe  upon  the  other  eftases 
in  the  parifh.    Proprietors  and  tenants  are  now  fo  vcl 
convinced  of  the  fuperior  advantage  of  enclofed  ground  to 
open  fields*  and  fuch  is  the  prefent  prevailing  fpirit  of  im- 
provement in  all  the  branches  of  agriculture,  that  it  is 
thought,  within  a  few  years  hence,  the  whole  arable  land 
of  the  parifli  will  be  enclofed.    Thefe  walls  are  built  at 
24  s.  the  rood  :  8  si  for  quarrying,  8  s.  for  driving,  and  8  s. 
for  building. 

As  to  cropping,  the  farmers  differ  (bmewhat  in  opinion, 
and  vary  in  practice.  Tet  all  are  agreed,  that  their  inte- 
reft  lies  in  fowing  out  annually  a  large  portion  of  their 
farm  with  grafs  feeds,  chiefly  red  and  white  clover,  and 
rye-grafs ;  and  alfo  in  having  a  good  deal  of  peafe,  tur- 
nips, potatoes,  and  yams.  Oats  and  barley  are  our  prin- 
cipal crops.  Some  wheat  is  fown,  but  it  does  not  often 
prove  beneficial*  Peafe  meliorate  the  ground,  and  yield 
excellent  fodder.  It  is  for  thefe  reafons  they  are  fown, 
and  not  for  any  other  return  they  make  ;  the  encreafe,  m 
mod  feafons,  being  rather  fcanty.  Turnips,  potatoes,  and 
yams,  fucceed  remarkably  well.  With  the  former,  a  great 
lumber  of  tattle  are  fed  every  winter  for  the  butcher. 

They 
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^hey  arc  alfo  given  with  great  advantage  to  milch-cow* 
and  young  cattle.  Upon  Lord  Airly*s  farm,  oxen  have 
been  reared  and  fattened  to  the  weight  of  80  ftone. — Flax- 
feed  is  fown  too,  which  generally  yields  from  3  to  4  or 
5  ftone  the' peck;  the  ftone  worth  us.  or  123.-250 
{lone  of  hay  an. acre;  11  or  12  bolls  of  oats;  10  bolk 
of  barley;  9  or  10  bolls  of  wheat;  and  10  bolls  of 
peafe,  are  confidcred  abundant  crops ;  and  not  to  be  ex- 
pefked,  if  the  fields  are  not  in  high  cultivation,  and  the 
feafon  favourable.  In  general,  little  more  than  the  half 
of  the  above  quantities  are  reaped ;  yet  the  produce  is  al- 
ways more  than  what  is  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  furplus  is  carried  to  the  Dundee 
market,  which  is  faid  to  be  about  2000  bolls  of  meal  and 
barley. 

The  rent  of  farms  is  from  20I.  to  200I.  and  upwards  ; 
their  extent  is  from  50  to  500  acres.  There  are  about 
200  acres  planted,  including  belts  and  clumps.  N 

There  are  40  ploughs  in  the  parifh ;  generally  formed 
after  Small's  model,  and  drawn,  fome  by  2,  others  by  4 
horfes,  according  as  the  foil  is  tender  or  rugged,  and  the 
fields  level  or  deep.  The  number  of  horfes  may  amount 
to  200 ;  and  milch-cows  to  150. 

The  mod  deficient  crop  known  in  this  country  thefe  5* 
years  paft,  was  in  the  year  1792.  Compared  with  it,  crop 
1782  wa3  a  great  one.  Still,  no  perfon  fufiered  through 
fcarcity,  either  in  the  one  or  other.  In  1782,  as  meal 
was  very  dear  (20s.  the  boll),  and  the  price  of  labour  not 
fo  high,  as  now,  the  kirk-fefiion  purchafed  a  quantity  of 
meal,  and  fold  it  at  a  reduced  price,  according  to  the  cir- 
f  umftance*  of  the  buyer  *• 

Heritors 

•  Wheat  is  fown  in  OSkchtr;  oats  in  Mircb,  tod  to  the  sniddlc  of 
^fcpril ;  barley  and  flax  in  M«y  ;  turnips  in  June;  potatoes  and  yams  are 
planted  in  May;  banrcft,  September,  and  to  the)  middle  or  end  of 
Odobcr. 
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Heritors  and  Rent. — Earl  of  Airly,  proprietor  of  the  la 
rony  of  Auchtcrhoufe  *,  Colonel  and  Admiral  Dunran,  d 
Dronlaw,  Templeton,  E.  and  W.  Adamftons  ;  Mr. "Mas 
yell  of  Scotfton  ;  Mr.  Yeoman  of  BallbeuchJy ;  sx 
George  Chriftie  of  Templeland. — Valued  rent  169L  u 
jd.  Sterling.     Real  rent  about  2000  L  Sterling, 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter*s  report,  the  p> 
pulation  in  1755  was  600.  The  number  of  inhabitant 
all  ages  included,  at  prefent  is  alfo  600.  Ballbeuchir  - 
in  tills  pariih  only  quoad  Jacra  ;  otherwife,  it  is  faid>  to  s 
in  the  pariih  of  Caputh,  20  miles  diftant.  It  pap  -. 
ftipend  to  either  \  nor  docs  it  bear  any  part  of  the  expect 
pf  building  and  repairing  the  church,  manfe,  or  offices. 

There  are  here  12  farmers  by  profeffion ;  40  weaver* 
7  wrights  }  2  fmiths}  2  tailors  5  8  dikers;  6  quarrier?. 
2  fi.oemakers \  3  merchants,  having  fmall  retail  (hops ; 
retailers  of  ale  and  fpirits  j  1  clergyman ;  1  fchoolnuiLT 
We  have  neither  lawyer,  writer,  do&or,  furgeon,  kt 
apothecary  j  no  butcher,  baker,  barber,  brewer,  diililk 
nor  exciseman. 

Character  cf  the  People,  &c. — The  people  arc  all  of  tk 
Eftabliflicd  Church  5  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  pub- 
lick  worfhip  j  not  mere  formalifts  in  religion,  and  yet  fat 
from  enthufiafm ;  feber  and  diligent  in  their  refpetHff 
profeflions,  contented  with  their  fituation,  and  well  affeci- 
ed  both  to  the  civil  and  religious  eftablifhments  of  th 
country.  In  fpite  of  the  various  wicked  arts  employed 
by  the  feditious  in  a  neighbouring  town  to  difletninatt 
French  do&rincs,  and  to  poifon  their  honeft  minds,  they 
remain  unlhaken  in  their  loyalty,  and  think  not  they  de- 
grade themfclves  by  paying  honour  to  whom  honour  is 

7  due, 
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Sue,  and  tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  due.    From  their  fa- 
thers, they  learned  thefe  principles,  and  their  children  are 
intruded  in  the  fame. — If  the  price  of  many  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  is  greatly  encreafed,  the  price  of  labour  is 
more  than  doubled  fince  the  year  1 774.    Then,  the  wages 
of  a  man  fervant  were  about  4 1.  Sterling;  now  they  arc 
9I.  or  10 1.,  with  victuals  and  lodging.     The  wages  of  fe± 
male  fcrvants  and  day-labourers  have  rifen  in  the  fame 
proportion.     The  people  of  this  country,  in  general,  are 
happy,  and  will  remain  fo,  if  they  fuffer  not  themfclveg 
to  fall  under  the  influence  of  ambitious,  difappointed,  tur- 
bulent,   and  ill-defignmg  demagogues.     The  induftrious 
have  ample  encouragement,  plenty  of  work,  good  pay- 
ment, and  full  fecurity  for  their  perfons,  character,  and 
property.    Very  few  young  men  go  from  this  parifh  either 
to  the  army  ox  navy  :  a  fure  proof  of  their  hot  being  ad* 
<Li&ed  to  idlenefs  or  vice.     As  to  gTeat  crimes,  they  are  " 
not  known  here.     No  perfon  recollects  an  inftance  of  fili- 
cide or  murder ;  nor  of  any  one  who  had  been  tried  ca- 
pitally.    And  fuch  is  their  peaceable  difpofition  and  in- 
tegrity, that  not  many  have  been  involved  in  law-fuits» 

Climate.— The  air  of  the  pariih  is  keen,  but  not  un- 
healthy. There  are  1  men  now  alive  between  So  and  90 
years  of  age,  and  ftill  ftrong  and  active j  and  16  perfon* 
between  70  and  80. — The  difeafes  prevalent  here  arc  fuch 
as  arc  common  in  the  country.  Not  a  few  fuffer  from 
rheumatifms  and  fcrofulous  diforders  :  agues  are  fcarccly 
known :  the  fmall  pox  have  frequently  made  fevere  ra- 
vages among  the  children.  By  that  fatal  diforder,  in  177$* 
no  fewer  than  20  were  carried  off  in  the  fpacc  of  6  weeks. 
At  that  time,  the  prejudice  of  the  people  againft  inocula- 
tion was  inveterate  *t 
Vol.  XIV.  3  XT  Baptifms, 

*  They  employed  one  argument  to  juftify  their  rtftinacr,  upon  wjiich 
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Baptifms,  Marriages,  Burials. 

Baptifms  from  ift  January  1782  to  id  January  1792,    1;: 
»  for  the  fame  years  in  the  laft  century,  2c; 

Marriages  from  iftO&ober  1783  to  ift  O&ober  1792,  a. 
■  in  9  years  tail  century ,  viz.  from  1762  to  1678,  5: 

Burials  from  ift  January  1784  to  ift  January  1791,        63 
But  as  indigent  perfons  were  not  rcgiftrated,  they  mv 
be  taken  at  70,  which  make  10  annually. 

Poor.— The  number  of  poor  upon  the  roll,  vho  recrifc 
it  weekly  penfion,  feldom  exceeds  5.  Thefc  (and  odien 
ftanding  in  need  of  occafional  affiftance),  are  fupplied  £rb 
the  Sunday  coile&ions,  and  from  the  intefeft  of  300 1.  Sta- 
ling, laid  out  upon  bond,  at  4*  per  cent*  The  medic 
of  the  weekly  colle&tons,  in  the  laft  century,  from  id 
to  1  s.  Sterling.  Of  the  firft  30  years  of  the  prefent  c& 
tury,  about  is.:  of  the  year  1743,  is.  6d.  :  and  £roc 
March  1 79 1  to  March  1792,  5oStmdays,  5$.  Sterling. 

they  re  fled,  viz.  M  To  inflict  a  difeafe,  is  tempting  Providence*    TV 
writer  of  this  account  exerted  all  his  influence  to  infpire  the  people  «~ 
more  juft  and  rational  fentiments  upon  (b  very  fnterefting  a  fabjei 
He  argued  with  them  in  private,  and  recommended  inoculation  froa  * 
pulpit.    He  told  them,  that  many  of  the  moft  pioua  and  popular  clerp- 
men  had  adopted  the  fcheme  in  their  own  families  r  and  that,  froca  ac 
great  fuccefs  that  attended  it  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  there  « 
good  reafon  to  conclude,  that  it  was  a  fcheme  highly  favoured  by  ftt- 
vidence.     But  all  in  vain.    Their  prejudices  remained,  and  their  chi&r 
continued  to  die.    In  178a,  he  had  a  child  of  his  oWn  inoculated ;  a£ 
in  the  following  year,  by  the  advice  of  an  eminent  furgeon  in  Dunca. 
he  performed  the  operation  himfelf  upon  his  fecond  child  ;  and,  at  tx 
fame  time,  upon  fame  other  children  in  the  village.     They  all  did  wt'~ 
He  continues  the  practice  in  his  family ;  and  has  prevailed  with  fane  r 
follow  his  example  ;  that' is,  to  inoculate  their  children  without  c*Vrs; 
in  either  phyfician  or  furgeon.    In  ftiort,  it  is  believed,  that  by  cod  '??* 
the  fcheme  will  he  generally  adopted,-  and,  in  conference  thereof,  mxT 
ufefui  lives  fayed  to  the  publick. 
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School*— The  branches  tatight  are,  the  principles  of  the 
EnglifH  and  Latin  languages  ;  the  principles  of  the  Chrif- 
tian    religion  j    writing,  arithmetick,  book-keeping,   geo- 
metry,  trigonometry,  and  menfuration.     And  in  an  even- 
ing fchool,  kept  in  the  winter  months,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  thofe  who  cannot  attend  the  day  fchool,  all  the 
above  mentioned  branches,  except  Latin,  are  taugHt,  and 
alfo   church  mufick.     The   fchool  fees  are   is,  6d.  the 
quarter  for  reading  Englifli ;  2  s.  for  reading  and  writing j 
and   2S.  6d.  for  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetick.!  and 
no  higher  quarter  fees  have  hitherto  been  charged'  for  any 
branch  taught  at  the  fchool ;  only  thofe  learning  the  Latin 
language  pay  2  s.  6d.  the  quarter,  for  4  quarters  in  the 
year,  no  dedu&ion  being  made  for  about  6  week*  of  a  va- 
cation in  the  time  of  harveft.     The  number  of  fcholars 
fince  1788  (the  time  of  the  prefent  fchoolmafter's  fettk- 
ment),  taking  one  year  with  another,  have,  in  the  middle 
of  winter  and  the  middle  of  fummer,  exceeded  50.     The 
number  at  the  evening  fchool  about  18  #. 

3  U  2  Stipend^ 

•  AU  the  parochial  fchools,  within  the  bounds  of  the  preibytery,  are 
vifited  and  ftrirtly  examined  annually  by  the  preibytery,  and  a  rrport  of 
the  ftate  of  each  fchool  entered  upon  the  record.    The  preibytery  is 
formed  into  three  committees;  the  firft  meeting  of  each  committee  fix. 
cd,  who  have  power  to  fettle  the  fubfequent  meetings.    The  examina- 
tion of  the  (everal  fchools  is  accompli  fhed  within  three  or  four  weeks. 
This  plan,  purfued  for  thefe  fix  years  pad,  has  been  productive  of  the 
very  be  ft  effects  ;  having  a&ed  as  a  ftimulus  both  upon  m  afters  and  fcho- 
lars,  and  proved  highly  gratifying  te  parents,  and  the  inhabitants  in  ge- 
neral.   In  fome  pariihes,  there  are  hevitors  who  attend  the  examination. 
And  there  is  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Paterfon  of  Caflle  Huntly),  who  not 
only  gives  bis  countenance  upon  thefe  occafions,  but  distributes  premiums 
to  the  fcholars  who  mod  excel.    The  fchool  of  Auchterboufe  has  given 
particular  fatisfaclion  to  the  committee,  which  has  been  repeatedly  ex- 
prefled,  and  inferted  in  the  preibytery  record.— -For  fome  years  pad,  a 
orsilice  has  been  eftablifhcd  here,  which,  as  it  is  not  general,  though 

attended 
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Stipend,  &c.— The  church  living,  as  augmented  laft  feft 
Con,  confiftsof  104  bolls  of  meal  and  barley,  and  36I.  Ster- 
ling, with  a  glebe  of  6  acres,  a  garden,  manfe  and  offices* 
The  Earl  of  Airly  is  patron.  The  church  was  rebuilt  ia 
1775  ;  is  very  fubftantial  and  commodious,  clean  and  neat, 
with  a  fteeple  of  cut  ftone  on  the  W.  end.  Connected 
with  it,  on  the  eaftward,  there  is  an  ailc,  containing 
large  vault,  formerly  a  burying-place  of  ^ic  Buchan  fa- 
mily,  now  belonging  to  the  family  of  Airly.  The  old 
church  was  an  extenfive  grand  Gothick  ftrufture,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin  Mary,  It  bore  no  date.  There  is  t 
large  fount  ftone  remaining!  with  fome  images  of  angels, 
or  faints,  in  rude  fculpture,  and  but  ill-fuited  to  the  ele- 
gance of  the  general  building.  The  manfe  was  built  in 
1789,  at  the  expenfe  of  322I,  10  s.  Sterling,  befides  the 
jnaterials  of  the  old  manfe  and  carriages.  It  is  an  excel- 
lent houfe,  39  feet  by  25  within  the  walls  5  well  finifhed, 
•nd  covered  with  the  bed  Efdale  flate.  The  offices  were 
Ifuilt  in  1784.  A  very  handfome  fchool-houfe  was  alfo 
built  in  1789.  And,  to  the  honour  of  die  gentlemen  con- 
cerned 


•attended  with  very  deflrable  confeqtiences,  deferred,  perhaps,  to  be  men- 
tioned. During  the  Cummer  months,  in  the  interval  between  forenoon 
and  afternoon  worfhip,  a  few  of  the  fcholars  are  employed  every  Sunday 
in  the  church,  for  half  an  hour  at  leaft,  in  reading  publickly  a  portion 
of  the  Old  and  the  New  Teftament;  after  which  a  catechetical  ejtercife 
follows.  Thefe  leflons  are  duly  prepared'  the  preceding  day  in  fcbool. 
This  practice  infpres  a  degree  of  emulation  among  the  fcholars,  and  all 
lords  the  people  an  opportunity  of  marking  the  gradual  improvement  of 
the  childrens  knowledge,  while,  at  the  fame  time,  their  own  may  be 
Advanced.  At  this  fchool.  the  manner  of  teaching  the  Englifli  language 
is  the  fame  with  that  obferved  by  the  beft'Englifh  teachers  in  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  yet,  notwithftanding  the  abilities,  the  affiduity,  and  the 
fuccrfs  of  the  fchoolmafW,  his  prefent  encouragement  (including  falary 
paid  br  the  herit  rs,  falary  as  frflion-clerk  and  precentor,  fchool-fees,  ao4 
perquifites  of  office),  does  not  exceed  aj  L  Sterling. 
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#erned,  let  it  be  mentioned,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
heavy  expenfe  incurred  by  fo  many  publick  building9  with* 
In  fo  fliort  a  period,  the  whole  was  done  with  the  utmoft 
cheerfulnefs,  and  without  the  intcrpofition  of  the  preC* 
fcytery. 

Minerals,  Rivulets,  &c. — The  parifti  abounds  with  free- 
ftone,  water,  maTl,  and  mofs. — A  fine  rivulet,  ifluing  from 
the  lake  of  Lundic,  runs  along  the  S.  border  of  the  parifti, 
which,  at  the  village  of  Dronlaw,  where  it  is  joined  by 
another  ftream,  afiumes  the  name  of  Dighty  Water ;  and 
this  it  bears,  till  it  emptiei  itfelf  into  the  frith  of  Tay,  4 
miles  E.  of  Dundee, 

Roads  and  Bridges. — The  turnpike  road  from  Dundee  t# 
JVIeigle  runs  through  the  parifli.  Such  as  live  near  the 
turnpike,  and  have  eafy  accefs  to  it,  feel  its  great  advan- 
tage, and  readily  acknowledge  it  j  while  tliofe  who  live  at 
a  ciiftance,  derive  but  little  benefit  from  it,  owing  to  the 
wretched  date  of  the  bye-roads,  which  the  commuted  fta- 
tute-labour  will  never  render  tolerable.  There  are  in  the 
pnrifli  5  bridges,  2  90m  mills,  1  lint  mill,  and  1  fulling- 
mill. 

Antiquities. — Upon  the  fummit  of  one  of  the  Sidlaw 
hills,  called  the  Whitefliects,  about  a  mile  N.  of  the 
church,  there  are  evident  traces  of  an  ancient  fortification. 
About  2  acres  have  been  enclofed  with  deep  ditches  and 
ftone  walls.  This  fortification  (lands  1400  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea.  Both  hiftory  and  tradition  are  filent  re- 
fpe&ing  its  original  defign.  Adjoining  to  the  houfe  of 
Auchterhoufe,  there  (lands  a  part  of  a  very  old  building, 
riut  goes  by  tjie  name  of  the  Tower :  the  walls  remaining 

are 
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we  (till  10  feet  in  height,  and  about  8  in  thickness,  q 
jnented  in  the  ftrongeft  poflible  manner.  It  k  laid  to  in 
been  very  high  ,  and  that  the  parifh  derived  its  name  r_ 
hence. 

Two  of  the  fubterraneous  buildings,  very  common 
this  part  of  the  country,  called  by  the  people  Totems,  i-- 
been  difcovered :  one,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  chtr. 
and  another  not  far  from  the  houfe  of  Auchterho- 
This  laft  was  completely  dug  up.  The  fpace  between  r. 
walls  and  covering  was  full  of  rich  mould  \  in  which  vr 
found  aflies  of  wood,  fome  bones,  hand  mill-ftones,  ab:; 
1 4  inches  diameter,  and  a  brafs  ring  without  any  inicn> 
lion  ** 

Mijctivr- 

•  It  is  pre  fumed,  that  a  particular  defcription  of  thefe  building*  «■- 
be  given  in  the  account  of  the  neighbouring  partth,  Liffj  where  a  «? 
•stenfive  one,  within  a  few  yards  of  Lundie-houfe,  was  laid  ope*  b<  0 
lonel  Duncan,  the  proprietor. 

Thefe  are  all  the  antiquities  of  this  parifh ;  to  which  may  be  fsV> 
ed  the  following  eitracts  from  the  old  regifter,  literally  taken  c^- 
*  On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  May  19*45,  Andrew  Smith  eonfcfte  thtf  - 
had  carnal  copulation  with  Jein  Mores.  Sfcklick  Jo.  W^Uasws 
confeflcd,  that  he  had  adoe  with  Elfpit  Low ;  therefore,  they  an  * 
dained  to  mak  ther  repentance  the  Sabbath  folio wing.-^On  Sundat.  - 
ift  of  Junne,  there  was  but  anrs  preaching,  becaufe  of  the  enemi?  i*:; 
fo  neir  hand.— On  Sunday,  the  10th  of  July,  there  was  no  preachio*.  > 
caufe  of  the  eneroie  bfing  fo  neir  the  towue.— On  the  5th  of  July  i*l. 
there  was  intimation  made  out  of  the  pulpit,  of  a  faft  to  be  krept  e 
the  pth  of  July.  Alfo  the  minifter  told  the  people  out  of  the  pulpit,  tte 
the  Earl  of  Seafotjh  was  eicommunicat.— Among  many  reafons  a£ps 
for  a  faft,  the  following  are  two  :  3d,  Becaufe  of  the  defolate  ftat  » 
cure  of  fcveral  congregations,  which  have  been  ftarved  by  dry-brea& 
minifters  this  long  time  bygone,  and  now  are  wandering  like  (beep  b£ 
Jbeepherds,  and  witnefleth  no  fenfe  of  fcant.  4th,  Becaufe  of  the  pq- 
pant  fcandal  of  witches  and  charmers  within  this  part  of  the  land,  * 
are  to  fupplicat  the  Lord  therefore,  that  he  would  enlighten  and  enc^ 
aninifttn  and  people,  and  enflame  (heir  hearts  with  mo*e  seal  to  C« 
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MifceHaneous  Obfervations.-~Thc  Kirktown  of  Auchter- 
houfe  ftands  100  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea;  and  the 
|>rofpe£fc  hence  is  very  extenfive  and  various.  To  the  W.r 
through  an  opening  of  Sidltfw,  called  the  Glack  of  New- 
tyle,  appear  a  confiderable  part  of  Strathmore,  the  Stor- 
mont,  the  Grampian  mountains,  and  that  famous  Rill 
Schihallian,  at  the  diftance  of  about  60  miles,  rifing  in 

beautiful 

and  loTe  to  his  troth ;  that  the  love  of  the  lord  may  conftrain  us  aH  to 
'walk  more  confeionably  and  cloflic  then  before  ;  that  he  would  fend  forth  ' 
more  of  his  right  hand  unto  the  defolate  congregations,  ©tc— On  Sun* 
day,  the  17th  of  September,  the   minifter  read,  out  of  the  pulpit,  the 
Humes  of  thofe  who  were  excommunicat  bee  Mr.  Robert  Blair  in  the 
kirk  of  Edinburgh,  to  wit,  the  Earl  of  Airly,  Sir  Alexander  Makdonald* 
the  Lord  of  — -,  and  fame  others.— On  Sunday,  the  7th  of  Januarie 
1649*  the  minifter  and  twa  of  the  elders  went  through  the  church,  after' 
termon,  defirmg   the  people   to  fubferibe  the   covenant.— 6th  Januare 
1650;    On  that  day,  the  minifter  defired  the  feffion  to  make  fearch  every 
ane  in  their  own  quarter  gave  they  knew  of  any  witches  or  charaneif 
in  the  paroch,  and  delate  them  to  th*  next  feffion.— On  Sunday,  the 
1 8th  of  July  1652,  Janet  Fife  made  her  publick  repentance,  before  the 
pulpit,  for  learning  M.  Robertfon  to  charm  her  child ;  and  whereas  M. 
Robertfon  mould  have  done  the  like,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  before  that 
time  to  call  upon  her  by  death.-— March  11ft  1658.    The  minifter  re- 
ported, that  the  prefbytery  had  given  comiffione  to  Mr.  William  Gray 
and  the  minifter,  to  fpeak  my  Lord  and  my  Lady  Buchane  anent  ft 
fervant  Mrs.  Douglas,  yt  they  would  caufe  her  attend  God's  fervice  on 
the  Lord's  day,  or  elfe  difmifs  her;  they  promifed. — Nov.  —  1665.     Mr. 
William  Ske inner,  minifter  and  moderator  of  the  prefbyterie  of  Dundee, 
having  preached,  intimat  to  the  congregation,  Mr.  James  Campble,  hit 
fufpenfion  from  ferving  the  calling  of  the  miBiftrie,till  the  fynod  afiemblie 
.of  Dundee,  for  ane  fornication  committed  betwixt  him  and  dam  Marjorie 
Ramfay,  Countcfs  of  Buchanne;  for  the  qlk,  by  the  faid  pre(byterie*t 
order,  he  beganne  his  repentance  on  the  pillare,  and  fat  both  fermons ; 
and  is  exhorted  to  repentance.— December  24.    Mr.  James  Campble, 
for  ane  fornication  fbrfaid,  being  thryce  in  the  pillare;  upon  evident 
Signs  of  his  repentance,  was  abfolvit.— December  21.    That  day,   the 
Countefs  of  Buchanne,  for  ane  fornication  committed  with  Mr.  James 
Campble  her  chaplain,  beganne  her  repentance.— February  a.  if  63*    All, 
Iwk-feuWQi  art  discharged  tiJi  fardel  orders." 
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beautiful  and  grand  pre-eminence  above  all   the    nc?r- 
bouring  hills.    Its  figyre  is  that  of  a  perfect  cone  \  si 
its  common  appellation  the  M;iiden-pap.     To  the  S.,  5 
E.  and  E.  we  have  the  Lommond  hills,  Largo-law,  l-j 
city  and  bay  of  St.  Andrew's,  the  mouth  of  the   frith 
Tay,  part  of  the  German  Ocean,  and  Law  of  Dundee,  • 
full  view.     In  the  laft  mentioned  quarter,  and  contignca 
to  the  parifh,  the  extenfive  enclofures  and  valuable  im- 
provements of  Captain  Laird  of  Strathmartine  greatly  <L« 
light  the  eye.    The  fame  ardour  and  perfevering  fpir*, 
which  diftinguiflied  that  gentleman  in  the  whole  of  b 
naval  purfuits,  but  efpecially  where  dangers  and   difiica.- 
ties  occurred,  has  been  confpicuous  in  his  land  .opera- 
tions.    By  an  unremitting  activity,  extraordinary  perfoo- 
ad  exertion,  and  a  judicious  application  of  money,  hi 
eftate,  which,   not   many  years  ago,  was  purchafed  n 
1 0,000 L,  has  been  raifed  to  die  value  of  between  30,00:- 
and  40,000 1.  Sterling.     Such  an  example  as  this,  cannot 
be  without  its  due  effect  in  the  country.     And  it  is  bet 
mentioned,  not  only  becaufe  thefe  improvements  be-ui> 
fy  the  profpe£t,  and  tend  to  the  general  good,  but  becaui 
Captain  Laird  poflefles  one  part  of  this  parifti  by  an  ex- 
change, and  another  by  purchafe.     But  as  neither  of  thei 
is  charged  with  any  portion  of  the  ftipend,  he  is  not  b- 
eluded  in  the  number  of  heritors. 

The  village  of  Dronlaw  contains  112  perfons;  Kirk- 
town,  109  •,  Newton,  57.  Thefe,  like  all  the  other  vil- 
lages in  the  country,  are  built  in  the  mod  irregular  man- 
ner, and  generally  confift  of  houfes  of  the  mcaneft  co> 
ftru&ion.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  lower  cLi 
of  people,  a  numerous,  ufeful,  and  virtuous  body,  are  not 
more  comfortably  lodged.  After  toiling  hard  through  the 
day,  they  come  home  to  be  involved  in  fmoke  and  naiti- 

ncfi. 
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llefs.  This  evil  will  remain,  till  the  proprietors  of  land 
refolve  to  build,  at  their  own  expenfe,  all  the  houfes  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  good  accommodation  6f  the  people  upon 
their  eftates.  And  confidering  that,  by  doing  fo,  they 
gain  2f  per  cent.,  they  beautify  the  country,  and  augment 
the  happinefo  of  thofe  perfons  by  whofe  induftry  and  la- 
bour they  enjoy  eafe,  affluence,  and  fplendour,  it  is  not  a- 
little  furprifing,  that  the  gentlemen  have  been  fo  long  in- 
attentive to  their  own  intereft,  and  the  comfort  of  their 
fellow  creatures. 

From  the  tenants  of  one  eftate  in  this  parifh,  no  incon- 
(iderable  number  of  fervices  and  carriages  are  exacted  » 
which,  while  they  profit  not  the  landlord,  bear  hard  upon 
the  tenant,  and  are  hoftile  to  all  improvement  in  agricul- 
ture* There  is,  however,  reafon  to  believe,  that  a  total 
abolition  of  this  fpecies  of  flavery  (the  only  thing  meriting 
that  odious  name  remaining  in  the  country),  will  foon  be 
accomplifhed  :  Already,  much  of  it  has  been  done  away 
within  thefe  few  years  pad.  It  is  true,  thofe  lands  fubr 
jeded  to  the  grcateft  weight  of  fervices,  are  comparative- 
ly low  rented.  The  condition  of  cottagers  is  not  the 
moft  comfortable.  Happy  would  it  be  for  this  order  of 
men,  were  they  to  hold  of  the  landlord,  and  not  of  the 
tenant.    Few  tenants  prove  gentle  mailers. 
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NUMBER     XXXII. 
PARISH    OF   FORGLEN. 

(County  of  Banff,  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  Presbytia 
of  Turriff.) 

*  By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Ballingall. 


Name. 

THE  narrfe  of  the  parifh  was  formerly  9T ' Euxux,  ' 
St.  Euftafty  after  the  titular  faint  of  that  name, " 
whom  the  church  or  chapel  had  been '  dedicated.    7: 
common  name  now  19  Forglen^  or  Foreglen,  to  diftinguhi 
from  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Alvah,  or  Back  Glen.  F  * 
fome  time,  the  two  parifhes  were  joined,  and  fupplrei  •' 
one  paftor  j  but,  before  the  middle  of  laft  century,  Fcnv 
became  a  feparate  erection,  and  an  annexation  was  mace : 
it  from  the  parifh  of  Marnoch,  comprehending  the  gTa 
part  of  the  eftate  of  Carnoufie.     The  annexation  of  V- 
q'uead  Jdcfa  el  civilia.     At  Bum-end,  about  half  a  mile  * 
the  W.  of  the  prefent  church,  is  to  be  fcen  the  remain 
a  fmall  chapel,  probably  the  place  of  worfliip   in  Per 
times.     For  more  conveniency,  the  church  had  aftervr.: 
been  transferred  to  its  prefent  fituation.     On  a  ftone  h 
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xnto  the  S.  wall  of  it,  is  an  inscription,  in  thefe  terms : 
This  church  was  re-edified  by  George  Ogilvie,  Mafler  of 
Banff*,    1692. 

Situation  and  Extent. — Forglen  lies  on  the  N.  fide  of 
the  river  Diveron  :  it  is  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  parifh 
of  Marnoch,  on  the  S.  by  Turriff,  on  the  E.  by  Turriff 
and  Alvah,  and  on  the  N.  by  Alvah.-    On  the  S.  and  E. 
fide  the  river  is  the  boundary.     Lord  BanfPs  lands,  how* 
ever,  crofs  it  in  two  or  three  different  places.     He  has  a 
large  alley  oppofite  his  own  houfe,  on  the  Turriff  fide  5 
another  below  the  church,  by  the  houfe  of  Muirifh,  and 
a  fmall  part  oppofite  Boat  of  Muiriih.     On  die  N.  boun- 
dary, the  part  of  the  farm  of  Brownfide,  Captain  Hay's, 
called  the  Broadmyre,  is  in  Forglen  parifh,  and  the  reft 
in  Alvah. — The  figure  of  the  parifh  is  an  oblong,  not 
far  from  regular  •,  only  the  N.  E.  angle  is  cut  off  by  Al- 
vah.   The  length,  from  the  church  to  the  river  fide,  to- 
wards the  S.,  is  3$  Englifh  miles,  and  the  breadth  2i  miles. 
It  has  a  S.  expofure,  one  of  the  beft  in  the  country.     The 
lands  have  a  gradual  flope,  from  the  back  parts  of  the  pa- 
rifh, to  the  river  on  the  S. ;  and  there  are  no  high  hills  to 
occafion  any  inconvenience  of  fhade,  being  gentle  rifing 
grounds,  affording  a  beautiful  variety. 

Soil. — The  foil,  on  haugh  grounds,  is  fandy,  but  pro- 
duces very  fine  crops  of  grain,  and  very  rich  pafturc.  The 
foil  on  braes  and  flats  above  them  is  richer,  and  yields  die 
fincft  crops  of  barley  and  oats.  Having  the  river  on  two 
fides,  which  acts  as  a  drain,  and  there  being  little  mofs 
or  marfhy  ground  in  this  parifh,  the  harveft  is  early,  and 
the  grain,  in  ordinary  feafons,  well  filled  and  ripened.  It 
is  now  cuftomary  with  merchants  to  buy  oats  and  barley 
3X2  by 
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by  weight.  The  Banffshire  firlot  is  32  Scotch  ftandard 
pints,  and  the  medium  of  a  boll  of  oats  of  faid  meafure 
is-  14  (tone  Amfterdam  weight ;  of  barley  18  (tone  r  bar- 
ley, however,  is  often  much  above  that  \  igi  and  even  20 
ftone  :  and  oats  often  yield  8  (lone  of  meal,  befides  paying 
mill  dues. 

Cultivation. — The  molt  part  of  this  parifli  is  arable,  and 
has  been,  at  one  time  or  other,  under  the  plough.      The 
lands  on  the  river  fide  have  been,  for  fome  time  paft,  in 
a  ftate  of  improvement.     The  tenants,  (limulated  by  the 
example  fet  before  them  by  the  heritors,  the  late  and  pre- 
fent  Lord  Banff,  and  Captain  Hay,  when  he  refided  at 
Carnoufie,  in  improving  their  mains,  had  made  rapid  pro- 
grefs  in  cultivation.     And  now  the  fame  fpxrit  has  caught 
fome  young  farmers,  and  even  the  old  are  ftirring*  and 
extending  the  like  improvements  over* the  reft  of  the  pa* 
rift.     In  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  parifli,  we  have  now 
as  good  hufbandry,  fields  as  well  dreffed,  and  as  good 
grain,  grafs,  and  turnip  raifed,  as  on  the  river  fide.    The 
principal  tenants  have  been  in  the  pra£Hce  of  Cowing  tur- 
nip in  broad-caft  chiefly,  for  the  fpace  of  18  or  20  years ; 
and  now  the  fmaller  ones  have  each  their  proportion  of 
them,  and  of  fown  grafs,  which  they  find  much  for  their 
profit,  and  is  much  in  favour  of  the  brute  creation.— The 
mains,  in  the  hands  of  the  heritors,  are  of  confiderable 
extent,  and  well  improved.    There  aro  only  two  large 
farms  in  the  parifli ;  the  farm  of  Old-Town  of  Carnoufie, 
of  about  ipol.  Sterling  rent,  and  the  farms  of  Kirktown 
and  Eaftfide,  prcfently  conjoined,  of  about  60I. :  the  reft, 
at  a  medium,  rent  from  20I.  to  30L    There  are  a  good 
many  crofts  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fervants  and 
labourers  employed  by  the  heritors* 

In 
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In  ploughing,  the  farmers  fometimes  ufe  horfe  ploughs, 
and  fometimes  oxen,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground  \  and  the  cattle  are  now  yoked  with  collars  and 
traces,  and  trained  to  carts  and  wains.  The  breed  of  cattle 
and  horfes  is  much  improved  of  late  \  and  alfo  the  flieep, 
of  which  there  are  feveral  flocks  of  a  larger  fize,  with  finer 
wool,  and  giving  double  or  triple  price  of  the  ordinary 
country  breed.  Wool  is  fold  from  feveral  farms  at  2os. 
and  21  s.  4  d.  the  (lone. 

The  farmers  now  raife  flax  for  their  own  ufe  #. — Peafc, 
oats,  and  barley,  are  fown  from  the  beginning  of  March 
to  the  end  of  May ;  and  harveft  begins  in  Auguft,  and 
terminates,  in  ordinary  years,  in  September  or  beginning 
of  O&ober.  Harveft  1732,  and  feveral  fince,  have  been 
much  out  of  courfe  ;  and  the  lad  (1793)  as  bad  as  any  f.  • 

Heritors.— The  heritors  of  the  parifli  are,  the  Right 
Honourable  William  Lord  Banff,  Colonel  Duff"  of  Car- 

noufie, 

•  They  are  but  learners,  however  1  they  have  not  yet  acquired  the 
neceflary  (kill,  and  not  reckoning  the  crop  eflTential,  they  often  lofe  it. 
for  want  of  a  little  attention  to  weeding  and  watering ;  and  fo  come  to 
be  difcouraged  by  their  own  neglect.  A  night  or  twe  extraordinary,  in 
hot  weather,  will  rot  it  in  the  deep.  Care  then  fhould  be  taken  of  thii, 
if  it  fliould  lie  a  little  longer  on  grafs. 

f  The  feed  was  la*e  laid  down,  owing  to  a  cold  fpring.  Rains  itk 
fummer  kept  it  in  the  growing  ftate,  and  extended  it  to  an  extraordinary 
length ;  fo  that  it  was,  perhaps,  the  fulleft  in  appearance  we  ever  faw  ; 
but  the  rain  continuing  after  the  ordinary  feafon  of  harveft  was  come,  pre- 
vented its  ripening,  and  alfo  lodged  it.  In  the  beginning  of  harveft  this 
year,  about  the  end  of  September  and  beginning  of  October,  a  confiderable 
part  was  got  in  in  fafety,  but  rendered  very  light  by  lodging.  The  weather 
was  good  till  the  middle  of  October,  but  then  the  rains  came  back  again. 
'  and  fpoiled  a  great  part  of  what  remained  in  the  field.  Though  ordu 
narily  earlier  than  our  neighbours,  the  victual  was  not  fully  fecured  in 
this  parifli  when  December  was  come.  The  fame  was  the  cafe  over  all 
•thi»  quarter  of  the  country.' 
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noufie,  and  Captain,  Hay  of  Mountblairy.  Only  Lord 
Banff,  who  is  patron,  and  Colonel  Duff,  refidc  in  it.  Co- 
lonel DufPs  eftate  of  Carnoufie  is  a  late  purchafe  from 
Captain  Hay. 

Lord  Banff's  houfe  is  called  Forglen>  and  ftands  on  the 
banks  of  the  rivet  Diveron,  on  the  E.  fide  of  the  parifh ; 
a  molt  beautiful  fituation.  Here  the  river  takes  a  fine 
circular  fweep  inwards,  clofe  upon  the  houfe ;  fo  as,  ftand- 
'ing  within,  and  looking  out  at  the  windows,  to  feem  to 
run  under  it.  The  banks  of  the  river,  above  and  below, 
are  covered  with  a  variety  of  fine  old  wood,  of  a  large 
fize  ;  confiding  of  afhes,  elms,  planes,  limes,  larixes,  and 
beeches.  The  ground  rifes  gradually  from  the  river  fide, 
and  forms  a  concentric  circular  hill  in  the  front  of  the 
houfe.  The  top  of  the  hill  is  planted,  which  (huts  the  fields 
and  houfes  below  finely  in,  and  fereens  them  from  the 
winds  and  florms.  In  the  centre,  on  the  fide  of  tfce  hill, 
lies  the  mains  of  Forglen.  The  fields  are  divided  with 
ditches  and  hedges,  and  furrounded  with  belts  of  plantation 
in  a  thriving  (late.  Without  thefc  fields,  on  the  N.  and 
£>.,  are  accommodated,  with  neat  houfes  and  convenient 
crofts,  all  his  Lordfhip's  people ;  grieve,  gardener,  and 
farm  fervants,  wright  and  fmith,  and  labourers,  with  their 
families.  Thcfe  perform  his  Lordfliip's  work,  and  have 
their  reward,  without  burdening  the  tenants  at  all.— There 
are  500  or  600  acres,  or  upwards,  of  plantation  upon  die 
eftate,  moftly  executed  by  the  late  Lord  Banff,  to  which 
confiderable  additions,  have  been  made  by  the  prefent 
Lord  ;  all  in  a  thriving  condition.  His  Lordfhip  has  done 
much  of  late  to  beautify  his  feat.  The  workmen  were 
forry  to  put  the  firft  hand  to  change  fome  of  the  improve- 
ments of  his  father,  which  they  thought  well  enough,  and 
to  undo  their  own  workraanlhip  j  but  the  execution  pleal- 
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^il  their  eye  fo  much,  that  they  forgot  their  fympathy  *. 
Xhcy    found  this  %as  the  order  of  Providence. — While 
tliey  were  executing  thefe  improvements,  they  were  earn- 
ing   their  own  and  their  families  bread  by  them.     Sorry, 
lorry  were  their  hearts  when  his  Lordfliip  was  called  a- 
way  to  the  wars.     Earned  is  their  prayer  for  peace,  that 
he  may  return  to  them  again. 

On  the  front  of  the  houfe,  over  the  entry,  is  a  doat  of 
'arms,  and  above  it  this  fentence  :  Houp  of  reward  caufis 
guid  fervice.  Underneath,  there  is  this  infeription  ;  "  Do 
4<  veil,  And  doubt  nocht,  althoch  Thou  be  fpyit.  He  is 
"  lytil  guid  vorth  that  is  nocht  invyit.  Tak  thou  no  Tent 
"  qvhat  everi  man  tellis.  Gyve  you  wald  leive  on  demit, 
"  Gang  qvhair  na  man  dwellis."  The  date  below,  or  age 
of  the  houfe,  or  year  of  building,  is  1578. 

Colonel  Duff's  houfe,  Carnoufte%  ftands  upon  a  rifing 

ground,  about  an  Englifh  mile  and  a  half  W.  from  the 

church,  not  very  diftant  from  the  river,  but  not  in  fight 

of  it.    There  are  feveral  confiderable  plantations  upon  this 

eftate,  and  a  good  deal  of  natural  wood  by  the  river  fide. 

The  Colonel  is  prefently  enclofing  his  mains.     There  are 

no  good  quarries  in  the  pariih ;  they  are  obliged  then  to 

ufe  fuch  furface  (tones  as  they  can  find;  and  yet  with 

thefe,  they  make  the  moil  beautiful  work  of  dry  ftone 

fence  1  ever  faw.    The  ftones  arc  all  courfed ;  and  the 

mafons  fay,  they  make  as  much  work  that  way  as  the 

other,  when  their  hand  is  in  ufe  ;  but  it  requires  to  be 

bred  to  it,  as  ordinary  workmen  cannot  do  it. 

River  Diveron. — This  river  abounds  with  trout,  eel,  and 

falmon;    and  both  heritors  have   fifhings  on  it.     Lord 

Banff 

•  They  began  to  remember,  that  there  was  a  time  to  plant,  and  a 
time  to  pluck  up  that  which  was  planted  ;  a  time  to  break  down,  and  a 
lime  to  build  up;  a  time  to  call  away  (tones,  and  A  time  to  gather 
them. 
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Banff  has  about  3 -I  Englifli  miles  of  the  river,  and  CoIor?! 
Duff  only  one.  The  fifh,  however,  aretmall,  and  the  fir- 
ings inconfiderable.  It  is  only  when  there  happens  : 
high  water  on  Sunday,  when  the  cruives  are  open,  thr 
there  is  a  chance  of  a  run.  At  other  times,  the  fifhic^ 
below  are  plied  fo  clofe,  that  few  can  efcape. 

There  are  three  mills  in  the  parifh :  Mill  of  Rihn, 
Lord  Banff's;  and  Mill  of  Burn-end  and  Mill  of  Car- 
noufie,  Colonel  DufPs. 

Rent,  Stipend^  and  Accommodations. — The  valued  rent  d 
the  parifh  is  about  1700I.  Scotch. — The  ftipend  is  4: 
bolls  of  meal  and  6  bolls  of  bear,  and  45 1.  Sterling  b 
money,  betides  2I.  10  s.  for  communion  elements. — The 
manfe  was  built  in  1683.  The  prefent  incumbent  has 
had  his  barn,  kiln,  (table,  and  byre  renewed ;  and  h 
getting  the  wings  of  the  manfe  repaired,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  lcitchen  and  childrens  room  in  one  of  them,  the 
houfe  being  fmall. — The  glebe  is  good  land,  but  is  only  2 
few  falls  more  than  legal  meafure.  For  pafture,  the  mi- 
nifter  has  a  den  adjoining  to  the  glebe,  and  a  fmall  field 
on  the  banks  of  Diveron,  annexed  in  1751,  by  decreet  of 
the  prefbytery,  to  make  the  pafture  fufficient.  He  has 
prefently  no  accommodation  of  mofs  \  the  mofs  on  which 
he  had  a  locality  being  exhaufted,  and  no  new  one  yet 
fettled  for  him.  There  is  indeed  but  little  mofs  in  the 
parifh. 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  the 
population  in  1755  was  607.  The  lift  of  parifhioners 
varies  from  accidental  caufes,  by  the  refidence  or  hoc- 
refidence  of  the  heritors  and  their  families.  The  popula- 
tion has  increafed  of  late,  by  the  divtfon  of  fome  tacks 
and  fubfets  on  a  large  farm.    In  1782,  the  number  of 

foul* 
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hvfti  wis  577*  The  lift  ft  this  time  was  exa&ly  taken* 
RThether  the  following  year's  lift  was  equally  exa&,  I 
mow  not,  but  find  it  fet  down  at  544.  This  being  a 
fear  of  particular  fcarcity  of  meal,  perhaps  the  difference 
>f  33  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  fewer  fervants  being  en- 
raged by  the  fmalkr  tenants  and  tradefmen,  and  by  al- 
owing  their  own  children  to  go  forth  to  fervice.  The 
rear  following  it  is  up  again  at  573,  and  continues  about 
hat  till  1788,  when  I  find  613 ;  and  fince  that  time,  it: 
las  been  about  600.  The  medium  of  fouls  then  of  thefe 
lifferent  years  is,  .  .  -  5^6 

Of  which  number  there  are  males,  282 

Females,  -  -  -314 

Examinable,  -  * '  500 

^Children  about  8  years*  and  under;  96 

Average  of  marriages,  •  6 

Baptifms,  *  -         11 

Burials,  -  -  12 

Thefe  Ite  but  few  ttadefmeri  and  mechariiclcs  in  the 
parifli.  There  are  5  fquare  wrights,  with  about  as  many 
journeymen  and  apprentices;  3  wheelwrights}  10  wea«* 
frers  *  4  fhoemakers ;  2  fmiths  5  1  tailor  ;  and  2  good  old 
(bldiers,  difcharged  and  fuperannuated,  enjoying  each  his 
penfion,  fober  tod  induftrious,  and  of  courie  thriving. 
There  is  a  finith,  an  elder  of  the  church,  and  a  itiiller  fit 
to  be  one*  Thefe  is  1  boat  within  the  pariih,  the  boat  of 
Muiriih,  belonging  to  Lord  Banff;  and  another,  the  boat 
of  Aftioyle,  belonging  to  Mr.  Leflie  of  Donlugafs,  an<t 
lands  upon  it  a  little  below  the  houfe  of  Forglen  #. 
Vol.  XIV.  3  T  Fundi 

•  Boat  of  Muiriih  it  the  only  pobliek  houfe  in  the  parifli.  There  U 
to  manafaclory  of  any  kind.  There  are  two  or  three  merchants  whd 
retail  fome  finall  articles,  and  fotne  of  them  give  out  Uat  to  fpin*  MtA 
JWc«  is  the  /am  for  mannfa&orcn  in  Banff  and  Htmtl? . 
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Funds  of  At  iW.-r-Though  the  funded 
not  amount  to  a  large  fura,  only  6fU  Sterling,  jn  6 
poor  in  this  parifli  ase  as  wcR  fupplied  as  in  moft 
parifhes,  owing  to  the  liberality  of  the  people  thcmilchrv 
and  the  diftinguiihed  charity  of  the  heritors.  The  F» 
glen  family  being  refident,  and  giving  regular  attends 
upon  the  ordinances,  have  afforded  a  continual  fuppfr  i 
die  poor  and  the.  ficL  And  Colonel  Duff,  when  akoa 
in  India,  appointed  a  very  handfome  fum,  in  place  of  Sb> 
day  coBe&ioo.  The  intereft  of  65  L,  then  m  I«d  BjeTj 
and  Captain  Hay's  hands,  at  5  per  cent,,  with  the  ca- 
nary and  f&cramental  cotte&ions,  and  produce  of  ®r* 
cloth,  goes  to  the  fupply  of  the  poor.  A  meeting  is  k: 
at  the  manfe  annually,  of  the  heritors,  mimfter,  aed  1- 
ders,  in  the  end  of  the  year,  to  confider  the  ftate  of  n 
poor*  and  appoint  fupplies  for  them.  Blankets*  do&. 
ihoes,  and  other  neceflaries,  are  purchafed  for  them,  3 
they  needi  A  fupply  of  meal  is  appointed  for  the  jc£ 
and  Attributed  in  equal  proportions,  of  their  q*um 
monthly.  One  of  the  elders,  in  the  centre  of  tile  pan&i 
takes  cjiarge  of  the  diftribution.  By  this  means,  the  pa 
are  kept  from  wandering,  there  not  being  one  belongs; 
to  the  parifli  that  goes  out  of  k.  In  times  of  fcascity,  <f 
on  application  of  the  feflioo,  die  heritors  generouily  * 
forded  the  meal  at  the  eafy  rate  of  10  s*  the  boll,  o*r 
and  above  their  other  charities.  At  other  times,  2  roa> 
hers  of  the  feffion,  Peter  Mearfon  in  Eaftflde,  and  W- 
ham  Robeztfon  in  Mill  of  Ribra,  relpe&able  men,  ri 
men  of  fubftancc,  furniihed  it,  and  afforded  it  aifc  t 
eafy  rates.  This  was  a  great  faving  to  the  fund.  Keep- 
ing the  poor  thus  comfortable  within  their  own  homes 
wpuld  be  one  happy  mean  to  leflen  iniquity,  by  prov- 
ing vagrants,  thieves,  and  pickpockets,  from  going  abc* 

anas 
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fcnder  pfletente  of  begging,  and  fare  many  from  an  un- 
timely end.  No  one  would  grudge  the  real  indigent  theifr 
fuppiy;  but  fo  many  impositions  and  thefts  are  intolc* 
ruble  >  kx  a  land  that  has  any  regulation.  In  fcfSj,  thi* 
porifk  received  13$  bolls  of  the  government  meal. 

Mortification  in  favour  of  the  MbiiJlsr.*-*Tliebe  is  a  mor- 
tification in  behalf  of  the  miniftdr*  of  I  oh  Sterling,  which 
lies  in  his  hands,  free  of  intereft,  and  is  transferred  to  the 
fuccefibr  at  entry.  This  is  faid  tb  be  made  by  one  bf  die 
Earls  of  Buchan,  who  had  property  in  this  parHh,  in  tes- 
timony of  the  minifter's  hospitality,  which  had  mnefc 
plcafed  him,  upon  honouring  him  with  a  vifit. 
• 

Mortification  in  favour  of  the  Scboolmafitr  A~*Tht  Revo- 
rend  Mr.  George  Bru^e,  minifter  of  Dunbar,  has,  within. 
ihefe  two  years,  mortified  100I.  Sterling  in  behalf  of  the 
fchodmifter,  through  an.  attachment  to  the  pariffi,.  he 
himfelf  having  taught  the  fchool  here  in  his  younger  days. 
He  has  required  the  fchoolmafter  to  be  eftaUtfhed,  and  tp 
be  put  in  poffeffion  of  at  leaft  loo  mdrks  of  falary ;  and 
-the  heritors,  to  concur  with  him,  have  made  it  2oot  mcrlfs* 
He  requires,  as  a  condition  of  tenure,  that  the  fchooimaf- 
ter  (hall  read  portions  of  fcripture  to  the  congregation* 
betwixt  the  fecond  and  third  bells.     In  cafe  of  negleft, 
-the  mortification  io  be  transferred  to  Rothiemay,'  Mr* 
Brace's  native  parifli.    Lord  Banff,  as  patron,  and  Colonel 
Du$  as  next  greateft  heritor*  and  the  minifter,  and  their 
fucccflbrs,   ire  appointed  trufteet  for  the  management. 
And  the  reverend  preftytery  of  Turriff  ate  tended  by 
the  donor  to  infp^ft  the  application,  with  power  ft?  qitff- 
tion  any  abufe ;  jmd  a  copy  of  the  deed  of  tnartjficatiQlijia 
inferted  in  their  records,  g 

3  Y  %  Lord 
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Lord  Banff  and  Colonel  Duff  hare  taken  the  fool.  fto 
ling  betwixt  them,  50I.  each,  and  bound  themfefres  a 
pay  die  intereft  annually  to  the  fchoolmafter*  Mr.  1 
fon,  and  his  fucceflbrs  in  office,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  ees. 

Mr.  Bruce  has  become  a  rich  man.  How  honovnk 
to  himfelf  is  fuch  teftimony  of  his  gratitude  to  Cod,  wk 
hath  biefled  him  with  profperity  !  How  beneficial  is  fc 
ciety  is  fuch  benevolence  !  There  is  no  clafs  of  men  not 
ufeful  than  fchoolmafters,  when  attentive  to  their  dm, 
and  few  worfe  provided.  Their  (alaries  axe  fmall,  riser 
perquifites  in  fmall  pariihes,  inconfiderable,  and  their  p* 
inents,  by  the  poor,  not  very  pun&ual.  Hie  fchoohnafe 
here,  however,  from  having  one  of  the  faialleft,  will  net 
have  as  good  a  fixed  income  as  molt  of  his  neighbour*  k 
the  country  fchools. 

Mortification  in  behalf  of  the  Pw.— George  Gerard,  E^ 
of  Midftrath,  late  fa&or  to  Lord  Banff,  through  attach- 
ment to  the  jsarifh,  in  which  he  has  long  refided,  &4 
from  pious  motives,  presently  pays  the  fchool  fees  through- 
put the  year  of  four  of  the  prefent  fcholars,  to  enakfc 
4hem  to  read  the  Bible,  and  to  write  their  name  *  and  in- 
tends mortifying  a  fum  fufficient  to  make  (he  Daymen: 
perpetual. 

CharaSUr  and  Manners  of  the  People. — The  people,  ex- 
cepting two  or  three  qf  the  Scottiih  Epifcopal  congrega- 
tion at  Turriff,  are  all  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church.  That 
is  no  Catholick  nor  Seceder  in  the  parifli.  They  are  fo- 
bcr  and  induftrious,  and  difbreet  in  their  behaviour;  rt- 
-  fpfc&fiil  to  their  matters  and  fuperiors,  and  kind  to  their 
jniniftcr  }  and  give  regular  attendance  to  the  ordinances. 
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SJTie   fuperftifioa  of  former  times  is  now  much  wont 
out  •• 

This  parifh,  from  its  fituation,  is  dry,  and  the  air  pure 

said  healthy.    There  are  no  epidemic  difeafes ;  fevers  oo 

cafionally9  but  not  fo  mortal  as  in  other  oorners.    They 

now  fee  by  experience  the  advantage  of  medical  (kill,  and 

snore  readily  apply  to  the  do£tor  than  formerly  in  time  of 

need  ,    and  many  are  now  reconciled  to  inoculation  for 

the  fmall  pox.    They 'find  it  as  good  to  let  the  dodor 

prepare  them,  and  do  it,  as  to  let  the  children  inoculate 

themfejve*  at  random.    They  live  to  a  good  old  age.     A 

good  many  are  on  the  borders  of  fourfcore,  healthy  and 

vigorous  ,  and  feverals  of  late  have  pad  90. 

Dr^J.-rThere  is  a  great  change  as  to  this  article  of  late. 
Hats  are  as  common  as  bonnets  now ;  and  the  bar  plaid  is 
changed  for  a  fcarlet  one.  On  Sundays,  there  is  no  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  country  clown  from  the  town  beau ;  the 
farmer's  goadman  from  the  merchant's  clerk)  and  the 
lafles  have  their  ribbands  and  muffins  to  match  them. 
There  is  a  great  odds  in  their  living  too  *  they  are  more 

focial 

*  There  remains,  however,  (till  a  little.  Some  charms  are  fecretly 
•fed  to  prevent  evil ;  and  fome  omens  looked  to  by  the  older  people. 
There  are  happy  and  unhappy  days  for  beginning  any  undertaking. 
Thus,  few  would  choofe  to  be  married  here  on  Friday,  though  it  is  the 
ordinary  day  in  other  quarters  of  the  church.  There  are  alfo  happy  and 
unhappy  feet.  Thus,  they  with  bridegrooms  and  brides  a  happy  foot  f 
and  to  prevent  any  bad  effect,  they  (alute  tbofe  they  meet  on  the  road 
with  a  kifs  It  is  hard,  however,  if  any  misfortune  happens  when  you 
are  paffing,  that  you  fhould  be  blamed,  when  neither  you  nor  your  feet 
ever  thought  of  the  matter.  The  tongue  too  muft  be  guarded,  even 
when  it  commends;  it  had  more  seed,  one  would  think,  when  it  difr 
commends.  Thus,  to  prevent  what  is  called  forefpeakiug,  they,  fay  of  a 
perfoo,  God  fave  them ;  of  a  bcaft,  Luck  fair  it. 
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fecial  in  the  way  of  rifting ;  and  flefh  is  mart  fincquendj 
ufed  by  all  *•  I 

How  agreeable  is  it  to  fee  people  advancing  and  thnr- 
ing.  There  is  one  drawback,  however,  upon  them.  Frkei 
of  labour,  and  tradefmen's  rates,  are  rather  too  much  rari- 
ed  againft  the  country  man,  and  moft  of  aU  asncang  d» 
farm  fervants* 

Price  <f  Labour.  —-The  price  of  labour  is  much  «g* 
mented  of  late.  A  farmer's  fervant,  though  but  an  ora* 
aary  one,  draws  7L,  and  fame  81.,  inftead  of  5L,  a  few 
years  back*  Womens  wages  were  long  ftationaiy  at  si, 
but  are  now  up  to  aL  ios.,f  Day-labourea  receive  fro* 
6d.  to  8d.  a-day,  and  victuals.  Harveft  wages  are  very 
high  :  women  1 L  Sterling,  and  men  1 1.  10&.,  and  abort. 
In  hurried  times,  forae  hare  had  the  coniocnoe  to  aft 

Rater  ef  Provjfions.  -^-Butcher  meat  is  raifed,  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  years,  from  aid.  to  3*d.  and  4<L  the  2h»i 
butter  from  $d.  to  8d.  the  lb. ;  checfc  from  3s.  4d.  td 

4* 

•  The  farmer  it  drfigned  by  the  name  of  his  farm,  as  trie  mafiex  » 
Jby  his  eftate.  The  goodwife  is  miftrefs ;  and  yet  the  hu(band  modcftJj 
declines  the  compliment.  When  you  a(k  for  the  goodwite,  by  the  ntsae 
•f  miftrefs,  his  return  is,  I  thank  you,  my  wife  is  well. 

I  Not,  however,  in  proportion  to  the  men*  I  he  men  can  more  ea% 
remove  to  a  diftance :  and  with  them  indeed  now,  all  is  a  mercantile  or 
souping  fpirit ;  the  higheft  bidder,  though  a  (lr anger,  is  preferred  to  a 
food  old  master,  who  would  willingly  retain  his  fervant.  But  there  is 
now  little  gratitude,  or  attachment  with  thefe  perfons,  and  no  room  left 
for  their  matter'*  generality  and  companion,  an  cafe  of  fickneis  or  fettle- 
inent. 

I  For  fuch,  one  would  almoft  wifli  a  fcarcity  to  follow,  that  they 
•night  the  fooner  eat  up  their  notes  Is  it  any  wonder,  when  the  farmer 
Jets  fuch  in  his  power,  that  he  flipuld  take  his  price  for  his  meaif 
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43*  dtf.  the  ftonc ;  and  fowla  fiom  64.  to  8d.  and  $&  *— • 
The  moft  realbnable  article  of  all  oar  prorifions  is  fahnoi* 
which  we  have  in  the  feafon,  if  the  fifliing  is  toiecafaky  at 
*<L,  and  fometimes  even  fo  low  as  i$d.  the  lbv  when 
there  U  a  good  run.  Eggs  are  (barely  to  be  had :  they* 
are  carried  off  to  the  BaniF  market,  where  they  get  3A* 
4d.9  5d.>  and  6d.,  in  times  of  fcarcky,  the  dozen. 

Mifcdlanms  Obfervations. — There  arr  no  natural  ouriW 
fities.    Two  fmall  wells,  one  in  the  wood  of  Carnoufie, 
»nd  another  on  the  N.  fide  of  die  mofe  of  Whitefield,  catt- 
ed the  Red-gUl  Well,  are  medicinal,  and  ufed  by  th# 
neighbours*    The  one  by  the  roofs  is  a  pretty  ftrong 
chalybeate,  iron  mineral ;  if  a  little  attention  was  paid  to 
k,  it  might  be.  of  ufe  to  the  neighbourhood :  the  water  it 
faid  to  be  as  ftrong  as  fome  of  thofe  reforted  to.    Thert 
¥  a  Druidicai  temple  in  the  heart  of  the  woods  of  For* 
glen,  but  fhut  up  thereby  from  view,  till  the  wood  grow* 
Up,  and  becomes  penetrable.    The  tenants  are  in  danger 
af  lofing  their  beafts  in  them  fbmetimes.    And  the  deer* 
either  chafed  from  the.  herd  in  the  Highland  forefts,  of 
pinched  with  hunger  in  fevere  winters,   come  fome  of 
them  down  as  far  as  this,  and  are  feen  to  pafture  with 
die  cattle  on  the  fide  of  the  woods.    Thefe  woods  abound 
with  foxes  for  fport,  for  the  fupply  of  the  Turriff  hunts  9 
but  they  frequently  make  fad  depredations  among  the 
yotiltry  around* 

«  A  lfcch,  palled  Mr  Earl's  Loch,  on  the  farm  of  Seotf- 
{own,  was  probably  named  after  one  of  the  Earls  of  Bu~ 

chan 

9  The  filbert  wive*  end  dstfgbters  were  in  ufe  formerly  to  fupply  vd 
With  ftfli,  and  the  farmer*  give  them  a  very  adequate  barter  of  fatal  foe4 
them  ;  but  now  they  are  up  at  fuch  rates,  that  meal,  in  companion,  it 
of  no  value,  and  will  not  purchafe  them.  Frmn  id.  and  8d.  they 
are  now  up  to  it.  and  n.  od.  at  timei  the  dosea.  Our  own  fifh  are 
Reaper. 
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•han,  who  were  proprietors  here :  it  is  now  moftly  drain* 
td  up*  There  is  a  know,  called  the  Rotmte  Lavr9  where 
formerly  markets  were  held,  on  the  fide  of  the  wood  at 
Forglen,  a  little  N.  of  the  church ;  but  none  are  held  now. 
The  privilege  was  probably  transferred  to  Turriff,  where 
are  now  the  beft  cattle  markets  in  the  country. 

The  cattle  on  the  yrater  fide,  by  richnefs  of  die  pafture, 
ire  of  a  large  fize ;  one  tenant  in  Eaftfide,  had  a  plough 
of  8  oxen,  which  would,  in  mod  feafons,  hare  been  good 
beef  from  the  yoke,  and  would  have  weighed  from  50  to 
70  ftone,  at  an  average  ;  and  if  full  fed,  from  70  to  90 ) 
and  fome  feemed  fize  enough  to  carry  100.  Now  how- 
ever, as  more  profitable,  farmers  change  oftener,  and  di£» 
pofe  of  them  when  young.  The  fleeces  of  {heep,  I  am 
informed,  extend  to  5  lb.  Englifii  weight.  They  (hear 
the  lambs,  weighing  42  ounces. 

We  have  marked  weights  for  oats,  at  the  medium  of  14 
ftone  y  barley  18 ;  but  thefe  are  the  loweft  mediums.    I 
am  informed,  there  have  been  oats  as  high  as  16,  and 
have  had  from  19  to  20  ftone  of  barley,  at  the  end  of  the 
feed  time,  when  the  vi&ual  was  clean  and  dry.    This 
parifh  ufed  formerly  to  be  fupplied  with  lime,  manufac- 
tured at  Banff,  at  pd.  the  boll,  of  2  firlou  flacked.    They 
axe  now  fupplied  with  (hells  from  Sunderland,  at  3  s.  the 
boll,  of  4  firlots  i  both  from  Banffshire,  diftant  10  Englifh 
miles.    This,  when  ufed  as  a  manure,  is  laid  on  at  the 
quantity  of  from  80  to  160  firlots  the  acre.    Some  pait 
of  it  is  brought  from  Streifa,  Edingight's  land,  in  die  pa* 
riih  of  Grange  ;  and  a  fmall  quantity  is  burnt  in  the  parift, 
with  peats.  The  (tones  are  brought  from  Whitehilb  quarry, 
on  Lord  Findlater's  eftate,  in  the  parifh  of  Boyndie*    But 
this  is  very  expenSve  now,  and  little  ufed,  by  reafon  of 
the  fcarcity  of  peats.    What  is  burnt  with  peats*  mud  be 

maikd 
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maflied  down  with  the  hammer  to  the  fize  of  an  egg  or 

Peat  fuel  is  very  expenfive,  by  reafon  of  the  wafte  of 
time  and  labour  in  calling,  winning,  and  efpecially  carry- 
ing the  peats.  Country  people,  however,  know  not  yet 
well  how  to  make  ufe  of  Mr.  Dundas's  blefling,  as  they 
find  the  coal  does  not  anfwer  fo  well  on  the  hearth.  They 
are  at  length  beginning  to  get  fmall  grates  for  their  cham-r 
ber  fires ;  and  they  will  next  fee  it  convenient  to  have 
grates  for  their  kitchen  fires  alfo.  The,  relieving  of  this 
quarter  of  the  kingdom  from  the  tax  upon  coals,  is  cer- 
tainly a  great  benefit  to  the  country  at  large,  and  a  fpe- 
cial  blefling  to  the  poor,  of  which  the  clergy  know  their 
people  to  be  very  fenfible  :  they  feci  the  obligation  j  they 
received  the  news  with  joy  :  and,  if  collected  in  a  body, 
they  would  have  been  as  forward  to  have  borne  publick 
teftimony  to  the  effeftual  endeavours  of  the  Honourable 
Secretary,  Mr.  Dundas,  as  any  fociety.  They,  indeed, 
deferve  of  their  governors  whatever  can  be  done  for  them ; 
for  they  are  fteady  friends  of  Government.  It  does  one's 
heart  good  to  fee  their  loyalty ;  while  the  clergy,  in  every 
corner  of  the  church,  have  manifefted  their  fentiments  in 
favour  of  Government.  The  people  here,  of  every  de- 
fcription,  are  in  unifon  with  their  teachers.  There  are 
no  murmurers  here :  No  evil  men  feeking  onjy  rebellion. 
«  The  King  and  the  Conftitution,"  or,  "  The  King,  his 
Family,  and  Friends,"  are  the  toafts  in  the  lcfler,  as  well 
as  in  the  greater  circles.  They  pay  the  taxes  without 
murmuring ;  and  when  a  juft  and  neceflary  v/ar  impofes 
an  addition,  they  do  not  grudge  it.  They  bear  the  taxes, 
and  they  alfo  go  out  readily,  and  in  numbers,  to  fupply 
the  fleets  and  armies,  and  fight  the  battles  of  their  coun- 

Vol.  XIV.  3  Z  try. 
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try.    And  this  parifh  has  afforded  its  due  proportion  at  afi 
times  #. 


NUMBER 


*  The  gentlemen  ire  til  of  the  military  profeffion.  One  of  them. 
Captain  Hay,  late  of  the  Royals,  has  now  indeed  quitted  the  army. 
Colonel  Duff  of  the  Artillery,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Honourable  the  Eat 
India  Company,  after  long  and  honourable  fervice,  and  joining  as  a  vo- 
lunteer in  profecuting  the  war  agairrfc  Tippoo,  returned  from  India  upoo 
the  peace,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  otium  ettrn  dign'tiate.  The  Rigfct 
Honourable  Lord  Banff,  oldeft  Captain  of  the  In nilkil lings,  is  in  the  actwJ 
fervice  of  his  country,  under  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York. 
With  his  Lordfhip  are  two  young  men  from  this  parifh ;  and  other  two 
foldiers  of  the  53d,  brothers,  of  the  name  of  Gallant,  who,  both  at  the 
fiege  of  Valenciennes,  and  defence  of  New. Port,  behaved  moft  gallant- 
ly.—The  abfurd  fyftem  of  France  is  univerfally  detefted.  The  cruelties 
praftifed  to  fupport  it  fhock  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  all,  and  dis- 
grace and  degrade  human  nature  to  a  level,  indeed,  with  the  moft  wild 
and  ferocious  beads  of  the  brute  creation.  Say  what  the  world  will,  tk 
world,  nor  France  neither,  will  never  be  governed  by  fuch  a  fyftem.  It 
has  exhibited  already,  and  will  continually  exhibit  horrid  fcenes  of  but- 
chery. It  lays  the  foundation  of  conftant  jealoufies,  plots,  and  manacrts. 
There  is  no  proper  fubordination  of  the  governed,  nor  no  confidence  in 
the  rulers.  Such  a  government  then,  they  know  muft  be  feeble  and 
fluctuating,  and  can  have  no  permanency.  It  gives  every  man  an  op- 
portunity to  gratify  his  private  revenge.  He  has  only  to  Air  a  little  jea~ 
loufy  againft  him,  as  an  enemy  to  the  Convention  to-day,  and' to-morrow 
be  will  be  guillotined  without  mercy  or  mediation. 
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NUMBER     XXXtIL 
PARISH   OF   LINLITHGOW*. 

{County  and  Presbytery  Of  Linlithgow,  Synod  of 
Lothian  and  Tweeddale.) 

'By  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Dobie. 


Situation,  Origin  of  the  Name,  &c. 

LINLITHGOW  lies  16  miles  from  Edinburgh,  and 
gives  its  name  to  die  weftern  divifion  of  Lothian, 
of  which  it  is  the  chief  town.  It  ranks  the  fixth  among 
the  Scotch  boroughs,  and  belongs  to  the  diftrift  in  which 
Lanark,  Selkirk,  and  Peebles,  are  included :  it  is  alfo  the 
feat  of  a  prefbytery.  Linlithgow  is  thought  by  antiquaries 
3  Z  2  to 

*  Few  pttifbf  s  in  Scotland  would  afford  more  ample  and  intereftiug 
materials  for  a  ftatiftical  report,  than  that  of  Linlithgow.  The  author 
of  this,  from  recent  admiffion  to  his  charge,  and  other  circumflances, 
has  not  been  able  to  attain  that  degree  of  information  which  would 
qualify  one  to  do  jufkice  to  a  fubject  fo  complicated  and  extenfive.  As, 
however,  the  work,  which  has  occupied  many  of  his  brethren,  honour- 
ably for  themfelves  and  ufefully  to  the  pub  lick,  now  draws  to  a  clofc, 
he  thinks  hitnfelf  bound,  even  under  that  difad vantage,  to  Hate  foroe 
particulars,  which  may  lead  afterward?  to  a  more  full  and  accurate  iu- 
veftigation. 
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to  be  the  fame  with  the  Lindum  mentioned  by  Ptolem y . 
and  the  Romans  are  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  military  i\  .- 
tion  on  the  fpot,  where  the  palace  was  afterwards  c- 
rettcd  #. 

Dtfcriptioti  of  the  Town,  &c— The  town  confifts  of  ©=-• 
ftreet,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  with  ft- 
veral  lanes,  and  a  range  of  gardens  on  the  N.  and  S. 
Oppofite  to  the  town-houfe  is  a  vacant  fpace,  -wher- 
the  crofs  formerly  flood,  and  the  principal  well  ftil 
is.  The  ftreet,  towards  the  E.,  is  broad  and  airy  ;  a- 
bout  the  middle,  contra&ed  and  gloomy :  as  one  goes 
weftward,  it  again  enlarges  itfelf.  Many  of  the  houf:> 
have,  it  muft  be  owned,  a  mean  afped,  and  exhibit  Unk- 
ing fymptoms  of  decay.  Several,  however,  have  lately 
been  rebuilt,  and  other  operations  of  a  (imilar  kind  arc 
now  going  forward  5  fo  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the  whole 
may  be  expefted  to  aflumc  a  modern  and  more  elegant 
appearance.     Linlithgow  abounds  with  excellent  iprings : 

To 

*  This  opinion  11  favoured  by  the  natural  advantages  of  the  place, 
efpecially  its  plentiful  fupplres  of  water,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  frith  ci 
Forth,  from  which  (tores  of  every  kind  could  eafily  be  conveyed.  As  lis 
fif>nin>s  a  loel\  and  that,  on  the  fide  of  which  the  town  ft  and  %  formi  1 
it ri kin ^  objevft,  the  reference  of  the  firft  part  of  the  name  may  be  eafii* 
difcerned.  The  etymology  of  the  latter  is  doubtful.  It  has  been  chicfiy 
traced  to  the  Erfe  language,  in  which  gow  exprefles  a  dog,  and  Hth  t 
twig ;  and  fuppofed  to  allude  to  a  black  bitch,  which,  according  to  tra- 
dition, was  found  fattened  to  a  tree  in  the  fmall  ifland  on  the  E.  fide  ©c 
the  loch.  This  conjecture  derives  plaufibility  from  the  well  known  £• 
guie  on  the  town's  feal,  though  no  fatisfactory  account  can  be  given 
how  that  animal  came  there,  or  fliould  be  fo  far  dignified  as  to  form  a 
part  of  its  armorial  bearing.  A  gentleman  of  Ingenuity  and  refearch, 
has  lately  deduced  the  name  of  Linlithgow  from  the  Saxon,  in  which 
Hth  lij>nif»es/ufyt  r/o/r,  and  gow,  i  <vaJe  or  hoilnw.  According  to  tbi* 
interpretation,  the  name  precifcly  marks  the  place  as  Gtuatcd  on  the  fid: 
of  a  /£'.'•,  in  a  iv.cU  bettered  vale* 
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To  that  circumftance,  concurring  with  the  elevated  fitua- 
tion  of  the  grounds,  tf  hich  form  two  ridges  on  the  N.  and 
S.,  thus  producing  a  current  of  frefli  air  in  the  direction 
of  E.  and  W.,  may  probably  be  afcribed  the  good  health 
which  the  inhabitants  in  general  enjoy,  and  the  longevity 
many  of  them  are  found  to  attain.  This  place  is  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  variety  of  objefts,  which  cannot  fail  to  im- 
prefs  an  attentive  obferver,  and  give  him  a  ftriking  idea 
of  its  ancient  grandeur.  Among  thefe,  arc  chiefly  to  be 
remarked,  the  magnificent  ruins  of  its  palace ;  the  vener- 
able fabrick  deftined  for  religious  worfhip,  and  fituated 
{q  near  the  other,  as  to  form  almoft  a  part  of  it ;  the 
grand  terrace  on  which  both  are  erefted  ;  the  beautiful 
lake  on  the  N.,  which  covers  an  extent  of  80  acres ;  the 
lofty  trees,  which  feem  coeval  with  the  facred  and  royal 
piles  they  adorn  on  the  E. ;  and  the  beautiful  plantations 
interfperfed  with  pafture  ground.  Few  places,  indeed, 
would  afford  a  finer  fubject  for  the  pencil.  Even  the  old 
houfes  have  their  efreft  on  a  contemplative  mind.  As 
many  of  thefe,  during  the  Royal  refidence  at  Linlithgow, 
belonged  to  perfons  of  the  firft  rank,  they  mark  the  fim- 
plicity  of  former  times,  contracted  with  the  luxury  of  the 
prefent ;  and  by  their  decayed  condition,  mow  the  natural 
tendency  of  all  human  things. 

The  river  Avon  bounds  the  parifli  on  the  W.,  and  di- 
vides this  county  from  that  of  Stirling.  Its  courfe  muft 
have  altered  near  the  bridge,  as  a  houfe  and  field,  now  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  belong  to  the  parilh  and  (hire  of  Lin- 
lithgow. The  mean  extent  of  the  parifh,  from  E.  to  W-, 
is  5  miles  j  from  N.  to  S.  3.  It  is  fuppofed  to  contain 
7600  Scotch  acres.  The  average  rent  of  the  whole  parifli 
may  be  eftimated  at  18  s.  41!.  the  acre. 

$;;/,  Cultivation,  and  Produce. — The  S.  part  of  the  pa- 

4  rifli 
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rifli  is  hilly,  and  more  fit  for  grazing  than  tillage.  Tw 
foil  there  is  generally  wet-bottomed  and  (tiff,  and  the  bar- 
veft  later.  The  N.  W.  and  E.  parts  are  moftly  arable : 
the  greateft  proportion  of  thefe  have  a  light  free  foil  5  bur 
towards  the  S.  and  E.,  a  pretty  ilrong  clay.  The  parifh 
in  general  is  well  cultivated,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  it 
enclofed  and  divided  with  (tripes  of  plantation.  Thefc 
improvements  have  been  chiefly  made  within  the  laft  30 
years.  Several  gentlemen  in  the  parifh  have  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  in  the  agricultural  line.  None  laboured  in  this 
more  afliduoufly,  or  with  greater  fuccefs,  than  the  late 
Mr.  Johnfton  of  Straiton.  The  effects  of  his  attention 
are  vifible,  not  only  on  his  own  eflate,  wliich  now  a- 
mounts  in  value  to  about  a  feventh  of  the  parifh,  but  the 
property  of  another  gentleman  rented  by  him,  and  capable 
of  being  let  again  to  great  advantage.  The  roads  through 
the  parifh,  in  all  directions,  are  good ;  thus  opening  an 
extenfive  communication,  and  conducing  effectually  to  the 
publick  benefit.  The  ground  on  the-S.  rifes  gradually  to 
a  confiderable  height,  and  is  diftinguifhed  by  three  emi- 
nences. That  on  die  W.  is  die  higheft,  and  bears  the 
name  of  Cocklerue.  It  rifes  £00  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.  The  eminence  on  the  E.  is  well  known  by  the 
appellation  of  Binny-craig,  and  was,  in  times  of  ignorance, 
confidered  as  a  favourite  haunt  of  Fairies.  The  high 
grounds,  in  the  middle,  take  their  name  from  the  fmall 
village* of  Riccarton,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  them. 

The  rotation  of  crops  varies  according  to  the  foil.  On 
breaking  up  the  lands,  they  generally  take  firft  oats,  then 
a  green  crop,  afterwards  barley,  and  grafs  fucceeds.  In 
the  fouthcrn  parts  of  the  parifh,  oats,  peafe,  barley,  and 
hay,  are  chiefly  the  crops  in  fucccflion ;  though  in  feme 
places  they  fummcr  fallow  for  wheat.     The  lands  there 

are 
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are  often  allowed  to  run  into  natural  grafs.    The  lower 
part  of  the  parifh  is  found  to  produce  good  crops  of  hay, 
and  early  and  rich  pafture,  which  are  chiefly  applied  to 
fattening  cattle  for  the  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  markets ; 
that  being  found  more  profitable  than  rearing  young  ones. 
As  molt  of  the  farmers  keep  only  a  few  cows,  the  dairy 
cannot  be  reckoned  a  principal  obje£t.     Of  late,  turnips 
and  cabbage  have  been  introduced  into  the  rotation  of 
crops  with  fuccefs.     They  are  generally  employed  in  fat- 
tening bullocks  for  the  markets  above  mentioned :  fome- 
times  ufed  alfo  for  feeding  fheep,  and  carried  with  that 
view  into  an  adjacent  field.     Several  acres,  on  the  N.  of 
the  town,  are  let  for  this  purpofe,  at  5I.  each.     One 
farmer,  in  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  parifh,  fattens  an- 
nually about  "50  black  cattle,   and  generally  difpofes  of 
them  early  in  the  fpring.     Another,  near  the  town,  has 
at  prefent  40  in  the  flail ;  and  a  third,  30.     There  are 
feveral  pretty  large  farms  in  the  parifh.     One  grazier  rents 
ground  to  the  extent  of  700 1.  a-year  in  this  parifh,  and 
400I.  more  in  two  of  the  adjoining. — Potatoes  are  much 
cultivated,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town. 
Though  there  be  a  lint-mill  in  the  parifh,  very  little  flax 
is  raifed. 

Lime  is  often  applied  to  fummer  fallow  for  wheat  and 
barley.  There  is  an  excellent  feam  of  lime-ftone  in  the 
parifh,  which  is  fold  at  is.  6d.  the  boll  of  Linlithgow 
barley  meafure,  or  3d.  the  Winchefter  bufhcl.  There  i* 
good  fhell  marl  in  the  loch  *  and,  fome  years  ago,  confi- 
derable  quantities  were  dragged  from  it ;  but  this  is  now 
given  up,  as  marl  is  thought  to  have  little  effeft  on 
grounds  that  have  been  previoufly  limed ;  which  is  general- 
ly the  cafe  in  this  parifh. — The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  fup- 
plied  with  milk  and  butter  by  people  in  the  town,  who  keep 

from 
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from  i  to  3  cows.  The  number  in  all  amounts  to  i  oS. 
Many  of  th^fc  have  little  pafture,  and  are  fed  with  grain* 
or  boiled  meat. — Stable  dung  is  fold  at  2  s.  the  double 
fcorfe  cart  j  cow  dung  at  i  s.  6d. ;  and  aihes  at  i  s. 

From  the  number  of  breweries  and  diftilleries,  the  coo- 
fumption  of  barley  is  very  confiderable  ;  far  exceeding  the 
quantity  raifed  in  the  parifli. 

Trade  and  MannfaBures. — Though  Linlithgow  has  not 
that  appearance,  a  good  deal  of  bufinefs  is  tranfa&ed  ia 
it. — The  people  in  general  are  fober  and  induflrious,  pay- 
ing their  occupations  chiefly  witliin  doors,  or  on  the  fide 
of  the  loch.  The  manufa&ure  of  leather  is  the  moil 
retentive  and  advantageous  carried  on  here.  There  are 
employed  in  it  17  tanners,  18  curriers,  and  I3tawers; 
amounting  in  all  to  48.  The  annexed  table,  which  is 
warranted  as  genuine,  will  give  a  juiler  idea  of  this  branch 
than  any  other  defcription. 

Account  of  the  Number  of  Hides  and  Shins  Tanned  and 
Tawed)  in  the  Town  of  Linlithgotv,  for  three  years,  pre- 
ceding 5/A  July  1793,  dtftingtdifbtng  the  Number  in  each 
year. 


From  5th  July  1^50 
to5th  July  I79t, 

From  5th  July  1791 
tojth  July  1792, 

From  5th  July  1792 
to  5th  July  1703, 


TANNED. 


TAWED. 
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The  art  of  tanhlng  is  faid  to  have  been  imperfectly 
known  here  till  fome  of  Cromwell's  foldiers  both  infbruct- 
ed  others,  and  plied  it  themfclves. 

Shoemaking  forms  a  chief  branch  of  the  trade  here.     It 
employs  about  100  perfons;  and  the  number  of  pairs  made 
annually  is  computed  at  24,000.     Confiderable  quantities 
were  formerly  exported  to  America.     Though  the  demand 
has  now  failed,  the  ihoemakers  have,  in  general,  a  ready 
fale,  and  at  times,  pretty  large  commiflions.     Some  of  the 
charitable  foundations  in  Edinburgh  are  fupplied  from  this 
place  with  (hoes.    They  are  now  (December  1793)  mak- 
ing 700  pairs,  intended  by  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun  as  a  gift 
"to  the  foldiefs  of  his  regiment.     This  benefaction  is  truly 
noble  apd  judicious,  ferving  to  encourage  trade,  when 
lefs  brifk,  and  affording  a  frefh  difplay  of  amiable  atten- 
tion to  the  inferior  part  of  the  community.     Similar  ex- 
ertions, by  men  of  rank  and  opulence,  would  make  the 
benefits  of  that  inequality,'  without  which  focuty  cannot 
fubfift,  ftill  more  fenfibly  felt,  and  tend  mere  effectually 
than  any  other  arguments,  to  explode  the  reafoning,  and 
counteract  the  efforts  of  designing  men. 

Wool  is  another  ftaple  commodity  here.  Three  perfons 
from  this  town  go  annually  into  Northumberland,  and 
purchafe  a  confiderable  quantity.  Part  of  this  is  (hort, 
and  grows  upon  the  Cheviot  hills.  This  is  either  fold  in 
fmall  quantities  to  fkich  as  make  cloth  of  it  chiefly  for 
their  own  ufe,  or  in  packs  to  thofe  who  retail  it.  But  the 
greateft  part  of  the  wool  brought  here  is  long,  and  fit  for 
combing.  This  part  of  the  procefs  was  introduced  by 
workmen  from  England  ;  but  all  the  people  now  employ- 
ed m  it,  amounting  to  24,  are  fixed  inhabitants  of  the 
town.  The  quantity  of  wool  brought  to  Linlithgow  is 
much  the  fame  as  for  many  years  pail \  for  though  the 
Vol.  XIV.  3  A  "  fale 
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fale  of  the  ihort  be  diminifhed,  from  the  country  petr- 
having  got  more  into  the  cuftom  of  buying  cloth,  th- 
deficiency  is  fupplied  by  an  increafed  demand  for  th. 
combed  ;  as  manufacturers  find  it  more  for  their  inter.:, 
to  purchafc  this  article,  than  order  it  as  formerly  fr^ : 
Darlington  and  other  towns  in  England.  The  manufac- 
ture of  wool  can  hardly  be  faid  to  be  carried  further  :'- 
this  place,  though  the  water  of  the  loch,  from  its  peculiar 
foftnefs,  is  well  fitted  for  that,  or  any  other  in  which  fop 
is  ufed.  There  is,  however,  i  carpet-weaver,  and  :; 
{locking  frame*.  Of  thefe,  10  are  employed  by  a  com- 
pany at  Giafgow.  One  ftocking-wcavcr  has  6  frames  cos- 
it  mtly  at  wor\,  and  produced  lall  year  2220  pairs  *. 

Two  tambour  facloru-s  were  lately  creeled  here.  The 
one  employs  36  girls,  who  are  bound  for  three  years,  ar. -' 
have  is.  6d.  a-wcek  the  firfl  year,  2s.  the  fecond,  ar.u 
2s.  6tl.  the  third.  At  the  other,  50  are  engaged  for  tae 
ftmc  tin.?,  wlio  receive  each  2d.  more  a-wcek.  Thj 
companies  at  Glafgow,  for  whom  they  arc  employed,  -;- 
low  an  annual  fum  for  indrucring  them  in  the  princip1^ 
of  rel'g'on  :  with  that  view,  attendance  is  given  every 
Lord's  day  by  two  of  the  teachers  in  town.     Attention  el 

this 

*  Tr**  trade  in  lint  and  linen  yarn  wan  once  carried  en  here  to  a  ccn£- 
cLrable  irx'inr.  Sq'^s  pirfnns  en^a^rd  in  it  acquired  (rented  fortur.r*.  One 
vcrfrd  in  tl.at  Luf»  i*Ts,  ftar-s  the  f.-rmcr  exch.nre  of  money  for  tief'j  r.r» 
tn  1<<*  from  -br&a.!  at  I©  rocl.  a-\  ear.  There  was  at  that  time,  aifo  a  j?r  it 
linrn  market  h'.rc.  The  decline  of  tli: s  trade  has  been  occalioned  chief!/ 
by  the  introduction  of  cotton.  The  nv.nufa&urers  alfo  of  London  ar«l 
Alancbe^tr,  who  were  oKn  fupplied  from  this  place,  now  import  th-,"c 
articles  dir  Clly  from  the .  continent.  The  manufacture  of  threat  w*s 
early  ir.tro  luce  I  to  this  place,  a;:d  csrri'-d  on  with  furccf*;  hut  th:  0 
m.nd  is  n  \v  trifling,  and  the  numhtr  cf  mills- reduced  to  four.  B**a» 
tiful  d.m.fk  lirrn  w..s  alfo  wrought  here  fbme  years  a*o,  bnt  the  b  .m 
ar  •  rur;  applied  ro  diantr.  Six  loo:rs  arc  employed  in  the  niuflin  btaoch  : 
What  they  \v<  avc  is  fent  to  CJhrgow. 
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this  kind  is  the  more  laudable  and  requifite,  as  the  educa- 
tion of  the  lower  clafles  is  unhappily  negle&cd ;  and 
though  other  circum (lances  may  concur  to  increafe  the 
depravity  of  the  times,  it  certainly  originates  in  the  want 
of  thefe  early  impreflions  of  God  and  a  future  ftate,  which 
only  can  effectually  bind  the  confeience,  and  regulate  die 
life  *. 

Printfield. — In  1786,  the  calico-printing  buSncfs  was 
begun  upon  the  river  Avon,  about  a  mile  W.  from  the 
town,  and  carried  on  to  a  confiderabk  extent,  till  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1 792.  The  number  of  pcrfons  then 
employed  in  it  was  200 ;  but  they  are  now  reduced  one 
half*  The  prefent  director  was  formerly  engaged  in  fome 
of  the  extenfive  operations  on  the  banks  of  the  Leven, 
and  pleafes  himfclf  with  the  idea  of  the  fpecdy  revival  of 
this  and  other  branches  of  trade. 

The  bleaclvficld,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  town, 
though  now  removed  at  a  confiderablc  diftance  from  it, 
lies  alfo  on  the  fide  of  the  Avon.     Part  of  the  machinery, 
which  is  faid  to  be  of  a  new  and  improved  conftru&ion, 
is  in  the  county  of  Stirling,  feparated  from  the  field  only 
by  the  river.     Mr.  Reed,  the  conductor  of  this  work,  in- 
vented the  watering  machine,  which  is  found  fo  ufeful  in 
the  weft  country ;  and  alfo  contrived  a  new  fpecies  of 
pump,  lefs  fubject  to  friction  than  the  common  one.     He 
has  fome  ether  improvements  in  view,  which  he  means  to 
fubmit  to  the  publick. 

4  A  2  Near 

•  Small  attempt!  in  the  cotton  line  wcr-  lately  mad?,  but  without 
fuccefs  Some  frentlem^n  from  GLtf^ow,  in  fu*nmer  1*91,  had  project- 
ed a  prr.it  work  of  this  k'nd,  ami  found  a  ft<ti»n,  very  fit  for  the  pur- 
pcfc  wi'hin  haif  a  iv.ilc  of  the  town  ;  but  as  thry  could  nrt  agrje  wifh 
the  tenant  about  the  v.iluc  of  hU  lcafr,  the  fcheme  was  rhen  drooped  ; 
nor  lav:  circuir.  (lances  face  been  fo  favourable  to  commercial  cntcr- 
rrifc, 
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Near  the  machinery  employed  for  the  bleaching,  is  2 
flint  mill,  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  fame  perfon.  The 
rough  materials  are  brought  chiefly  from  Gravefend,  and 
when  ground  fent  partly  to  Glafgow.  Some  of  them  arc 
exported  to  Ireland,  and  die  reft  ufed  as  a  fupply  for  hL 
own  pottery  at  Weftpans  in  Eaft  Lothian. 

Among  the  articles  of  trade  here,  fnuff  muft  not  be 
omitted,  as  die  perfons  who  manufa&ure  it  refide  in  the 
town,  though  the  mill  they  ufe  be  in  the  parilh  of  Muir- 
avonfide.  They  ftill  carry  on  the  bufinefs  to  a  considerable 
extent,  though  the  demand  is  not  fo  great  as  formerly. 

Breweries  and  Dijlilleries. — There  are  three  breweries  ia 
town,  for  porter,  ale,  and  fmall  beer.  The  malt  liquor 
produced  here  may  vie  with  any  in  Scodand,  and  has  a 
very  extenfive  circulation.  The  brewers  arc  all  reftri&ed, 
to  the  borough  mill,  and  complain  of  the  heavy  multures, 
which  is  a  fixtecnth  part. — There  were  lately  four  diftil- 
lcries  in  the  parifh.  One  very  considerable,  is  removed 
tp  the  next  parifh,  on  the  E. ;  but  fome  of  the  previous 
operations  are  ftill  carried  on  at  Broad-law,  in  the  S.  of 
this  parifh.  Another,  near  the  town,  has  been  difconti- 
nued  this  year,  but  will  foon  be  refumed.  The  quantity 
diftilled  here  is  very  great.  The  manufacture  at  Bonny- 
ton  employs  24  men  all  the  year,  3  female  labourers,  and 
3  female  houfe  fervants.  From  150  to  1 80  black  cattle 
are  fed  there  annually  :  Of  thefe,  generally  109  are  at  the 
flail  at  one  time. 

Bakers.^- There  are  feveral  in  Jinlithgow,  who  not  on- 
ly fupply  the  inhabitants  of  it,  but  the  country  around. 
The  bread  is  remarkable  both  for  its  fine  colour  and  deli- 
cate tafte.  One  baker  fends  a  quantity  twice  a-week  to  the 
Quesnsferry,  and  odicr  places  in  that  dire&ion« 
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The  bakers  are  alfo  reftii&ed  to  the  town's  mill,  and* 
formerly  paid  the  one-and-twcntieth  part,  but  now  com- 
pound for  that  proportion  at  is.  6d.  the  boll. 

Mills. — There  are  four  corn  mills  in  the  parifh,  befides 
thofe  belonging  to  the  burgh,  which  were  lately  built  on 
the  belt  conftru&ion  for  manufacturing  all  forts  of  grain. 
Alexander  II.  had  beftowed  the  mills  of  Linlithgow,  with 
all  their  pertinents,  on  the  priory  of  Manuel,  of  which  the 
remains  are  ftill  to  be  feen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river.  Thefe,  in  1586,  were  granted  to  the  town  by 
Lady  Jane  Livingfton,  priorefs  of  that  convent,  on  con- 
dition of  their  paying  annually  20  merks  Scotch.  That 
grant  was  renewed  after  the  reformation  by  James  VI., 
and  other  privileges  conferred,  by  a  charter  of  npvoda- 
mus  in  1592. 

Particulars  as  to  the  Borough. — Though  the  time  when 
Linlithgow  became  a  royal  borough  cannot  be  afcertained, 
it  certainly  exifted  in  that  capacity  as  early  as  David  I.  j 
for  during  his  reign,  it  was,  by  ad  of  parliament,  confti- 
tuted  one  of  the  principal  burghs  of  the  kingdom  #. 

Linlithgow  was  formerly  a  place  of  confiderable  trade, 
opulence,  and  fplendourj  but,  frotn  die  union  of  the 
crowns,  efpecially  after  the  jun&ion  of  the  kingdoms,  it 
declined  in  all  thefe  refpe&s.     It  once  had  an  exclufive 

right 

•  The  town  wai  originally  governed  by  two  bailies,  as  appears  from  he 
deed  of  fubmiffion  to  Edward  1.,  in  1192 ;  which  contains  the  names  of 
John  Rabuck  and  John  de  Mar,  who  are  exprefsly  dcQgucd^ lioillivi 
burgi  de  L'tnlytg+w.  The  number  of  bailies  was  afterwards  increafed ; 
but  there  was  no  provoft  till  1540,  when  James  V.  empowered  them,  by 
a  charter  under  the  great  feal,  to  eled  Prxpofijm  Burgi.  Befides  the 
provoft  and  four  baijics,  the  council  is  now  compofed  of  a  dean  of  guild, 

a 
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right  of  trade  from  the  water  of  Cramond  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Avon;  and  Blacknefs  was  fpecially  affigned  as  its  port. 
Veffeis  with  foreign  commodities  frequently  arrived  there; 
and  thefe  again  exported  the  produ&ions  of  the  town  and 
country  around.  Warehoufes  were  ere&ed  at  Blacknefs, 
fome  of  which  (till  remain  j  and  the  officers  of  the  re- 
venue  had  a  ftation  there.  Through  the  influence  of  the 
family  of  Hamilton,  the  cuftomhoufe  was,  about  the  end 
of  laft  century,  transferred  to  Borrowftounnefs. 

The  town  of  Linlithgow  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  erec- 
tion of  Queensferry  into  a  burgh  ;  but  the  matter  was  at 
laft  compromised  on  the  following  terms  :  That  the  latter 
fhould  pay  the  former  the  annual  furn  of  10  merks  Scotch; 
That  the  freemen  of  this  borough  fhould  enjoy  all  the  im- 
munities of  Queensferry  without  reciprocation  :  That  on 
the  arrival  of  any  foreign  (hip,. before  it  was  unloaded,  the 
magiftratcs  there  fhould  inform  the  dean  of  guild  here ; 
fo  that  within  24  hours,  the  burgcTes  might,  if  they  pleaf- 
ed,  purchafc  half  the  cargo,  timber  only  excepted.  The 
annual  acknowledgment  of  10  merks  is  dill  received;  and 

there 

a  treaiurcr,  twelve  merchant  counfellon,  and  the  deacons  of  the  eight 
corporations. 

The  Corporations  are,  Be  fides  the  Incorporation,  there 
2.  The  fmiths.  ^    are  frven  Fraternities. 

2.  The  tailors.  I.  The  dyers. 

3   The  Uaxters.  %.  The  gardeners. 

4.  The  cordiuers.  3   The  hecklers. 

5.  The  weavers.  4.  The  flcinners. 

6.  The  wriphts.  5.  The  whiproen. 

7.  The  coopers.  &  The  woolcombert, 

8.  The  fleihers.  7.  The  tanners. 

Though  the  form  of  eleAinfc  the  magiftrates  annually  be  rcquifite, 
the  fame  perfons  may  be  continued  in  ofike ;  and  frequently  are  fo  for  a 
fuccefllon  of  year*. 
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there  arc  repeated  inftances  in  the  council  books  of  inti- 
mation made,  according  to  the  original  contraft. 

By  aft  of  parliament,  the  Linlithgow  firlot  is  the  ftand- 
ard  for  dry  meafure,  as  the  Stirling  jug  is  for  liquid.  The* 
firlot,  by  which  oats  and  barley  are  meafured,  contains  31 
Scotch  pints :  That  ufed  with  regard  to  wheat  and  peafe, 
is  limited  to  21.  After  the  Union,  by  order  of  Queen 
Anne,  feveral  Wincheftcr  bulhels  of  brafs  were  fent  to 
Linlithgow  to  be  diflributcd  among  the  other  boroughs. 
As,  however,  they  did  not  all  apply,  fome  of  them  (till 
remain  in  the  town-houfe.  That  attempt  failed,  like  o- 
thcrs  fince  made  to  introduce  an  equality  of  weights  and 
meafures. — The  town,  by  repeated  grants,  have  a  right  of 
levying  cuftcm  for  all  cattle  that  pafs  the  bridge,  or  any 
part  of  the  Avon.  The  cftablifhcd  rate  for  a  fcore  of 
nolt  is  about  13  d.  \  for  a  fcore  of  fwine  not  lefs  than  4  s. 
5d.  The  revenue  of  the  town,  which  arifes  chiefly  from 
the  mills  and  cuftoms,  amounts  to  about  400 1.  a-year  *. 

Flejh- 
• 
*  The  magiflrates  and  other  memb?rj  of  the  town  'council,  with  the 
corporations  and  fraternities,  make  an  annual  proc-ffion  on  horfrback, 
in  the  month  of  June.  This  i*  termed,  R  ding  their  m>mbe/.  Two  ftand- 
ard?,  with  the  town  arms  painted  on  white  filk,  are  born  on  that  occa- 
fion,  by  the  trrafurer  and  dearon  convener  of  the  trade*.  They  go  firft 
to  Linlithgow  bridge,  and  afterwards  to  Blackncfc,  where  a  cold  collation 
14  protid.-d.  They  return  in  the  fame  form;  and,  dividing  thtmfelvcs 
into  ciff'Tcnt  parties,  paf,  the  evening  in  fcftivity  and  harmony.— The 
ft*l  of  the  town  has  on  one  fi  Je  the  fiVure  of  Muharl,  the  archangel, 
With  wings  expanded,  treading  on  the  belly  of  a  fcrpent,  and  piercing 
it*  head  with  h.s  fpear.  Around  the  figurr  of  the  hitch,  tfrdto  the  tree 
on  the  Crofs-wll,  i*  th.*  following  infenption  :  •«  My  fruit  is  fidelity  to 
G<»d  and  the  Kip-" — Several  houf*s  in  the  town  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Knights  of  Jctufalcrr,  and  pafled  with  their  other  tenements  in 
fcotlan  1,  to  the  head  of  the  ancient  family  of  Sai  d'hnds;  who,  upon 
the  diflolufon  of  that  order,  eichanged  his  fpiritualt  jurif !i«'lion,  at 
prio^  for  the  temporal  dignity  and  emoluments  of  Lotd  Sr.  John  and 

Torphichcn, 
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Flefb-Market.— This  Is  well  fupplied  with  the  various 
articles  in  that  line.  The  meat  was  formerly  ranged  on 
moveable  flails,  at  the  crofs  ;  but  is  now  more  convenient- 
ly difpofed,  in  a  place  furrounded  with  high  walls,  and 
defended  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather. 

The  weekly  market  was  anciently  held  on  Saturday,  but 
is  now  transferred  to  Friday.  There  are  6  fairs  in  the 
year.  The  chief  of  thefe  is  St.  Magdalene's,  on  the  2d 
of  Auguft.  The  fairs  here  are  not  fo  much  frequented 
as  formerly.  They  were  indeed  once  reforted  to  from 
all  parts  of  Scotland,  and  continued  for  feveral  days. 

The  rate  of  living  is  as  high  here  as  in  the  capital, 
The  price  of  beef  and  mutton  often  rifes  beyond  it.  Veal 
and  pork  may  fometimes  be  had  cheaper  than  in  that 
market.  Poultry  of  all  kinds  are  not  only  dear,  but 
fcarce.  This  arifes  in  part  from  the  increafed  demand  of 
the  neighbouring  city  j  and  ftill  more  from  the  diminu- 
tion of  cottagers,  who  furniftied  plentiful  fuppiics  of  that 
and  many  other  articles  conneftcd  with  houfe-keeping. 

Fijb. — The  loch  produces  eels,  pike,  and  perch,  in  their 
refpc&ive  feafons,  though  thefe  are  now  faid  to  have  de- 
creafed.  Confiderable  quantities  of  eels  are  collared  here, 
and  fent  in  that  (late  not  only  to  different  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  but  as  far  as  London.  Trouts  arc  alfo  to  be 
had  in  the  river  Avon. 

Minerals. — Coals  are  the  only  fuel  u fed  either  in  the 
town  or  country  parifh.  They  are  chiefly  brought  from 
BorTowftounnefs  and  Grange  collieries,  and  the  E.  part  of 

Stirlingfliire. 

Torphichen.  The  fuperiority  of  thefe  houfes  in  Linlitfegow,  one  or  two 
only  excepted  in  the  deed,  was  afterwards  formally  conveyed  to  the  raa- 
giftrattt  and  council. 
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Stirlingshire.     Several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  are 
•conftantly  employed  in  driving  coals.     The  carts  they  ufe 
are  of  the  fingie  kind  chiefly.     The  price  of  this  article 
has  rifen  considerably  of  late.    This  arifes  partly  from  an 
increafe  of  the  original  charge,  and  partly  from  an  addi- 
tional demand  for  driving.    The  firft  has  been  raifed  2<L 
the  load,  the  other  from  2  s.  8d.  to  3  s.  5d.  the  fingie  cart. 
That  there  are  mines  of  coal  in  the  parifli,  cannot  be 
doubted.    Some  recoiled  thefe  brought  both  from  Bon- 
fide  and  Bonnyton,  on  the  N.  E.  of  the  town.    The  bo- 
rough amir,  the  lands  belonging  to  the  kirk-fefiion  and 
guiJdry,  are  believed  to  contain  coal ;  and  as  thefe  places 
lie  near  the  town,  a  fupply  from  them  would  be  of  fignai 
advantage.     Early  in  this  century,  one  Peck  took  a  leafe 
of  the  burrowmuir,  engaging,  in  die  event  of  fuccefs,  to 
pay   iool.  annually,  and  furni£h  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  with  coal  at  3  d.  the  load.     Though  he  failed  in  the 
attempt,  either  from  want  of  flcill  or  perfeverance,  abili- 
ties and  exertion  employed  there,  or  upon  the  feflion  and 
guildry  grounds  would,  in  all  probability,  conduce  both  to 
the  benefit  of  the  adventurer  and  the  good  of  the  publick. 
There  is  alfo  coal  on  Mr.  Stewart  of  Binny's  eftate,  which, 
with  a  mixture  of  the  large  kind,  produced  excellent  fires, 
though  it  has  not  been  wrought  for  feveral  years.     The 
Timc-ftone,  in  the  S.  of  the  parifli,  is  well  known,  and 
univcrfally  allowed  to  be  good.    Free-ftone  is  fcarce.    The 
quarries  lie  at  a  diftance  from  the  town,  and  are  little  ufed 
at  prefent. 

In  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  parifli  is  a  filver  mine,, 
faid,  in  former  times,  to  have  been  a  confiderablc  fource 
of  wealth  to  the  Haddington  family,  who  were  once  pro- 
prietors of  it.  Silver  taken  from  it  was  alfo  coined  here 
during  the  refidence  of  the  royal  family,  and  fome  of  the 
Voj-.  XIV.  4  B  groat 


d 


56a  Statifiical  Account 

groat  pieces  are  ftill  in  the  repofitories  of  the  curious. 
The  place  ufed  for  fmelting  the  metal  lies  to  the  weft  ward 
of  the  town  ;  and,  from  the  ufe  to  which  it  was  applied, 
ftill  hears  the  name  of  Silver  Mill.  That  mine,  with  tLe 
track  adjoining  it,  belongs  now  to  the  Earl  of  HopetoiEL 
Search  has  been  repeatedly  made,  but  the  contents  met 
either  be  exhaufled,  Or  the  right  vein  not  (truck. 

Heritors  and  Rent  cf  Parifh. — The  number  of  heritors  is 
58.  There  are  16  more  who  hold  by  burgage-tcnure, 
paying  (lipend,  but  having  no  valuation.  The  valued  rest 
of  the  parifh  is  12,5031.  14s.  id.  Scotch.  The  real  rem 
is  about  7000I.  Sterling.  One  half  of  the  parifh,  in  point 
of  value,  is  pofiefled  by  the  following  heritors  :  Mr.  John- 
fton  of  Straiton,  Earl  of  Rofcbcry,  Countefs  of  Dalhouik, 
Earl  of  Hopetoun,  Honourable  and  Reverend  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton of  Riccarton.  Few  of  the  chief  proprietors  reGde  in 
the  parifh.  Of  thofe  who  do,  Hamilton  of  Weftport  is 
the  mod  ancient.  Johnfton  of  Straiton  is  the  firft  both  ia 
valuation  and  real  property. 

Population. — According  to  Dr.  Webfter*s  report,   tfe 
riumber  of  fouls  in  1755  was  3296. 

From  the  incumbent's  furvey  in  1792-3,  the  number  in 
tpwn  wasj  ...  2282 

In  the  country,  939 


Total,  -  3221 

Decreafe  fince  1755,         75* 

Bene/tci* 

*  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  country  is  confiderably  diminished 
within  the  laft  30  years.  This  may  oe  attributed  to  the  caufe  which  has 
produced  fimilar  cffc&s  in  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  cocTCrtiop 

int  a 
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Htnejice. — This  confifts  of  meal  and  barky,  wjth  a  fmall 
proportion  of  oats,  and  34I.  9s.  in  money.  The  incum- 
bent cannot  yet  afcertain  its.  value  ;  but  his  predeceffbr, 
on  an  average  of  13  years,  in  which  the  1782  was  in- 
cluded, rated  it  at  120I.  There  is  at  prefent  no  manfe,  but 
in  lieu  of  one,  the  town  allow  annually  100  merks  Scotch. 
That  might  once  be  adequate,  but  the  minifter  cannot 
now  be  accommodated  for  double  the  fum.  As  there  is 
no  allowance  for  communion  elements,  that  expeafe  is 
defrayed  by  a  colle&ion.  The  glebe  lies  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  town.  Being  fmall,  and  not  enclofed,  it  has 
been  ufually  let  at  61.  a-year.    The  Crown  is  patron  *. 

4  B  %  School^ 

into  a  Gngle  farm  Urge  tricks  formerly  occupied  by  feveral  tenants,  with 
numerous  families  depending  on  them.  Nor  does  this  only  aftccl  parti- 
cular fpots,  but  it  mud  be  hurtful  in  general,  both  to  population  and 
morals,  as  the  fedentary  employments  and  artificial  intercourfe  of  a  town 
are  certainly  lefs  favourable  to  health  anrl  virtue,  than  the  invigorating 
exercifes  and  natural  recreations  of  a  country  life. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  has  iocreafed,  though  not  in 
proportion  to  the  diminution  of  the  couptry  pariflu 

The  average  of  births,  marriages,  and  burials,  for  10  years  preceding, 
is  as  follows : 

Of  marriages,        99. 
Of  births*  94. 

Of  burials,  61. 

The  number  of  marriages  and  births  may  be  e  xa&ly  afcertained,  but, 
deaths  are  not  fo  regularly  inferted  ;  nor  will  even  the  account  ot  mort- 
cluths  fix  this,  as  fome  who  die  here  are  buried  in  other  pariihes,  and 
vice  vtrfa* 

*  Though  there  is  only  a  proviflon  eftabliflied  by  law  for  one  clergy- 
man, the  cure  was  ferved  by  two,  from  the  1700  till  the  tranflation  of 
Mr.  Speirs  to  Burntifland  in  1743.  For  fupporting  a  colleague,  the  ori- 
ginal incumbent  agreed  to  advance  annually  550  merks.  The  town 
bound  themfelves  at  firft  to  pay  55c  merks,  with  40 1.  Scotch  for  houfe- 
mail,  and  raifed  that  fum  afterwards  to  So©  merks.  The  truftees  for 
the  Widows  Fund  oppofed  the  abolition  of  the  fecond  charge;  but  the 
town  waa  iflbilf  ied  by  the  Court  of  Seffion,  in  an  adlion  brought  at  theif 
inftaoce. 
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School^  &c. — From  its  natural  healthinefs,    as    weP    * 
the  cafy  acccfs  in  all  dire&ions,  Linlithgow  is  peculiar;. 
fitted  for  a  place  of  education.     Many  of  both  fexes  luv. 
been  trained  here.    That  fewer  now  tefort  to  it,   may  i\ 
accounted  for  from  the  variety  of  new  erections  in  thr 
line,  and  the  ever-changing  humour  of  the  publick,  wiri-  j 
out  affecYmg  in  any  degree  the  abilities  and  attention  r:  ! 
the  teachers.    The  reclor  has  a  falaty  of  400  merks,  aT- 
fo  a  houfe  and  garden.    The  perfon  who  teaches  Englii\ 
writing,  &c.  has  about  14I.  yearly.    That,  as  well  as  the 
other  {alary,  is  entirely  paid  by  the  town.     The  lovrtr 
part  of  the  fchoolmaftcr's  houfe  is  employed  for  teachin; 
in.    The  houfe  was  lately  repaired  at  a  confidence  ci-  | 
penfe.     Several  boarders  might  be  accommodated  there, 
and  in  other  houfes  c*f  the  town. 

Poor%  and  Funds  for  their  Rttief. — The  number  of  poor 
in  this  pariih,  efpecially  the  town,  is  very  great.     Tac 
penfion  lilt  contains  at  prcfcnt  between  80  and  90*.    Kc: 
above  a  third  are  natives,  or  even  long  fHrctent.     Seveni 
from  the  Highlands  have  eftablifhed  thefnfetves  here,  an  J 
many  from  other  partfhes  imperceptibly-  crept  in,  indued 
partly  by  the  low  rents,  and  partly  by  die  profpeel  01' 
fliaring  the  charity  funds,  which  are  pretty  confiderable. 
The  magiflrates  and  town  council,  fome  years  ago,  en- 
joined the  proprietors  of  houfes  not  to  admit  any  from 
other  parilhes,  but  fuch  as  had  a  vifible  mode  of  fubfiit- 
ence,  and  little  profpeflt  of  becoming  burdenfotne.    This 
circumftance  ought  certainly  to  be  attended  to,  as  it  is 
improper  to  alienate  to  ftrangers  funds  deftined  for  the 
neceflitous,  who  have  a  natural  intereft  in  the  parift.  Nor 
are  the  proper  objects  of  charity  thofe  who  often  ftroll  about 
from  idlenefs,  and  wafte  what  is  given  them ;  but  the 
I  fober 
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fober  and  induftrious,  who,  from  unforefeen  and  unavoid- 
able contingencies,  feel  the  painful  ftruggle  between  want 
and  the  (hame  of  difclofing  it.  Thefe  ought  to  be  ex- 
plored, and  relieved  by  fuch  as.  have  the  management  of 
publick  funds  *. 

Puilick  Buildings  in  the  Town,  and  Antiquities. — Thefc 
articles  may  juftly  be  connected,  becaufc  of  thefe  build- 
ings,  the  oldeft  are   the  raoft  linking.     The  palace  k 
well  known  to  all  who  have  vifited  Linlithgow,  and  ap- 
pears majeftic  even  in  ruins.     As  the  eminence  on  which 
it  (lands  advances  almoft  into  the  middle  of  the  loch,  it 
fcas,  when  viewed  from  the  N.,  the  appearance  of  an  am- 
phitheatre, with  a  defcent  on  the  three  fides,  and  terrace 
walks  on  the  W.    This  was  formerly  mentioned  as  a  Ro- 
man (ration.     It  is  probable,  that,  as  foon  as  the  kings  of 
Scotland  fixed  in  the  Low  Country,  they  had  a  place  here 
for  reforting  to  occafionally.     Its  natural  advantages  could 
•not  fail  to  attract  them,  and  the  fituation,  at  an  equal  dif- 
tance,  almoft  from  Edinburgh  and  Stirling,  rendered  it 
peculiarly  convenient.     David  L  granted  the  abbot  and 
canons  of  Holyroodhoufe,  omnes  peltcs  arietinas  ovinas  et 
agtrinas  de  Lwlythgu  de  meo  dominio  ;  but  whether  the  laft 

phrafe 

•  The  kirk-feffion,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century  purchafed  48 
Acres  of  ground  on  the  E.  of  the  town,  and  draw  from  it  59 1  aanually. 
They  have  alfo  the  intereft  of  aool.,  lent  out  for  behoof  of  the  poor.  The 
weekly  and  facramental  colle&ions,  the  mortelothi,  Sec  may  produce 
70I.  more.  The  guildry  have  alfo  a  confide!  tble  fund  for  the  relit*  of 
their  decayed  members,  and  diftribute  annually  about  40 1.  The  fevrral 
corporations  and  fraternities  have  a  provifion  for  the  old  md  indigent, 
with  whom  they  are  refpeclively  connected.  There  are  alfo  feven  iu- 
cieties,  on  a  more  enlarged  plan,  which  have  the  defigoation  of  Friendly* 
and  allow  a  fum  weekly  to  the  contributions,  when  reduced  either  by 
age  or  ficknefs. 
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phrafe  implies  his  having  an  habitation  there,  may  admrr 
a  doubt.    The  fame  Prince  granted  **  Priori  et  Canonki* 
u  San&i  Andre*  in  puram  et  perpetuam,  Eleemofynaas 
"  Ecclfftatn  fuam  de  Linlydgu"    After  the  acceflion  of  the 
Steuart  family,  it  became  a  fixed  royal  refidence.      The 
queens  of  Scotland  had  it  in  feveral  cafes  as  their  jointure 
houfe.    James  IV.  was  more  attached  to  it  than  any  of 
his  other  feats.    The  E.  part  of  the  palace,  which  has  been 
peculiarly  magnificent,  was  built  by  him.    The  remains 
of  the  grand  gate  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  though  the  entrance 
is  filled  up,  and  many  of  the  furrounding  ornaments  de- 
faced.    On  the  infide  of  this  gate  was  the  famous  flatuc 
of  Pope  Julius  II.,  with  the  triple  crown ;  which,  after  k 
had  long  efcaped,  was,  in  the  courfe  of  this  century,  de- 
moliflied  by  a  fmith  of  the  town,  in  the  ardour  of  his  zeal 
The  palace  is  all  of  poliflied  (lone,,  and  covers  about  an 
acre  of  ground.     James  V.  added  the  chapel  and  parlia- 
ment hall.     James  VI.  completed  the  grand  fquare,  by 
erecting  the  magnificent  apartments  on  the  N.     Many  of 
the  windows,  and  fome  of  the  doors,  have  the  initials  of 
his  name,  with  correfponding  ornaments.     In  the  centre 
of  the  area,  was  a  fine  well,  adorned  with  feveral  flames, 
and  Jb  conftru&ed  as  to  raife  the  water  occafionally  to  ? 
great  height.     This  is  now  in  the  fame  ruinous  ftate  with 
the  buildings  which  furround  it.     The  chief  entry  to  the 
palace  was  from  the  E.     The  gardens  lay  on  the  Tame 
fide.     It  had  alfo  a  grand  porch  on  the  S.,  built  by  James 
V.     This  ftill  remains,  and  on  it  may  he  traced,  though 
now  indiftind,  the  royal  arms,  with  the  collars  of  the  or- 
ders of  St.  Andrew,  die  garter,  and  St  Michael.    Though 
this  building  fuffered  from  defertion,  it  continued  habit- 
able till   1745,  when  it  was  reduced  to  the  condition  in 
which  i*  now  appears.     Part  of  the  royal  army  had  been 

accommodated 
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accommodated  there.     Some  of  the  fires  being  negle&ed, 

had,  before  the  difcovery  was  made,  communicated  with 

the  roof.     This  being  of  lead,  poured  itfelf  down  in  all 

directions,  fo  as  to  preclude  any  attempts  to  fave  it.     The 

burning  of  the  palace  happened  the  fame  day  that  the 

church  of  St.  Ninians  was  blown  up.    The  explofion  of 

the  latter  was  fcnfibly  felt  here,  and  gave  rife  to  various 

conjefbures,  till  intelligence  of  the  real  caufe  was  received. 

The  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  now  honorary  keeper  of  the 

palace.    The  emoluments  connefted  with  that  office  are 

enjoyed  by  an  Englilh  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Carter. 

Church. — This  building  unites  elegance  with  ftrength, 
and  may  be  regarded  as  a  complete  fpecimen  of  Gothic 
archite&ure.  Its  length  from  E.  to  W.  is  182  feet.  The 
breadth,  including  the  ailes,  ioo.  The  height  about  9c* 
feet.  The  time  of  its  ere£Hon  cannot  be  afcertained.  It 
may  probably  be  referred  to  David  I.,  who  diftinguiihed 
himfelf  fo  fignally  by  ftru&urcs  of  that  kind. 

The  fteeple  is  adorned  with  an  imperial  crown,  which 
has  a  fine  effc£l  from  whatever  point  it  is  viewed.  The 
out;  fide  of  the  church  was  adorned  with  feveral  ftatues, 
and  the  niches  remain  5  but,  in  the  height  of  antipapal 
zeal,  all  the  figures  were  demoliihed,  except  that  of  Mi- 
chael, which  efcaped  probably  from  its  being  placed  higher 
than  the  reft,  rather  than  refpeft  to  him  as  the  tutelary 
angel.  That  he  was  reputed  fo,  appears  from  the  ftatcly 
church  dedicated  to  him,  from  one  of  the  wells,  which 
bears  his  name,  and  the  town  arms,  which  exhibit  him 
with  this  infeription :  Vis  Michaelis  collocet  ms  in  azlis. 
But  whatever  the  people  here  might,  in  ignorant  times, 
attribute  to  his  .influence,  it  may  be  prefumed  they,  now 
build  their  hopqs  of  admiffion  to  heaven  on  a  furer  bafis. 

The 
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The  roof  of  the  chancel  is  both  elegant  and  durable.     It 
was  ere&ed  by  George  Crichton,  bifhop  of  Dunkeld,  and 
adorned  with  the  arms  of  that  fee,  and  the  initials  of  his 
own  name*    Some  allege,  this  was  impofed  on  the  biihcp 
as  a  penance ;  but  it  may  be  more  honourably,  and  per- 
haps as  juftly  accounted  for,  from  his  attachment  to  the 
place,  in  which  he  originally  officiated  as  vicar,  and  where 
he  often  redded  from  his  connexion  with  the  court,  as 
keeper  of  the  privy  feaL    James  V.  ordered  a  throne  and 
12  ftalls  to  be  erefted  in  this  church,  for  himfelf  and  the 
knights  of  the  Thiftle,  intending  their  banners  to  be  hung 
up  there.     But  his  fudden  death,  after  the  battle  of  Sol- 
way,  and  the  commotions  which  followed,  prevented  the 
execution  of  that,  and  many  more  important  defigns  *. 

The  town-houfe  was  raifed  in  1668,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Sir  Robert  Miln  of  Baraton,  chief  manager  of  the 
burgh*  The  roof  was  originally  flat,  and  of  lead,  but  has 
lately  been  exchanged  for  a  more  convenient  Hoping  onef. 

The  crofs-well  was  built  in  1620,  and  is  diftinguifhed 
by  a  variety  of  grotefque  figures*  It  pours  forth  its  (beams 
in  fo  many  dire&ions,  that  a  dozen  of  people  might  be 
fupplied  at  the  fame  time. 

The 

•  The  infide  of  thit  church  it  prefent  does  by  no  means  eorrefpoad  to 
its  outward  appearance.  The  E.  part  might  be  converted  into  an  ele- 
gant place  of  worship,  and  would,  it  it  believed,  accommodate  as  many 
as  the  prefent.  That,  or  fome  improvements  of  a  fimilar  kind,  will,  it 
is  hoped,  he  Toon  made.  Appended  to  the  church  on  the  S.  is  the  burr* 
ing-place  of  the  Linlithgow  family.  The  workmanship  is  elegant,  and 
St  does  not  hurt  the  fymmetry  of  the  original  building. 

f  Befides  other  accommodations,  the  town-houfe  coutains  a  large  couo- 
pil-chamber,  the  raeriff  court-room,  fitted  up  in  a  complete  ftyle,  a  ma- 
fon  lodge,  and  the  apartment  deftined  for  Dr.  Henry's  library.  Affixed 
to  this,  on  the  back,  is  a  new  building,  the  lower  part  of  which  is  de- 
ligned  for  a  corn  market,  and  the  upper  for  debtors,  who  have  hithcito 
feaM-no  other  place  but  the  common  priion. 
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•  The  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars,  had  a  convent  at  Lin* 
Iithgow,'  which  ftood  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  town.  The 
eminence  bears  ftill  the  name  of  the  Friars  Brae,  and  the 
adjoining  well  bears  a  fimilar  defignation.  The  applica- 
tion of  their  revenues  cannot  now  be  traced. — This  efta- 
blifhment,  in  point  of  antiquity,  was  the  third  of  the  kind 
in  Scotland.  It  was  founded  in  1290  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Linlithgow,  and  confecrated  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 

There  is  faid  alfo  to  have  been  a  monaftery  of  Domi- 
nicans or  Black  Friars  here.  Some  remains  of  a  religious  • 
houfe,  probably  this,  may  ftill  be  difcerned  in  the  E.  part 
of  the  town.  There  was  alfo  a  chapel,  facred  to  St.  Ni* 
nian,  at  the  Weft-port,  though  no  traces  of  it  now  re* 
main.  There  was  another  ere£tion  of  a  fimilar  kind  at 
Eaft  Binny,  in  the  extremity  of  the  parifli ;  but  no  fatis- 
fa&ory  account  of  it  can  now  be  had* 

St.  Magdalanc's,  on  the  E.  of  the  town,  was  an  hefpi- 
tium,  or  place  of  entertainment  for  ftrangers.  It  had  ori- 
ginally belonged  to  a  fet  of  Lazarites ;  but,  on  their  ex- 
tinction or  fecularization,  was  applied  to  this  purpofe,  ac- 
cording to  the  beneficial  inftitution  of  James  I.  The 
eminence,  at  the  bottom  of  which  this  hofpital  ftood,  is 
ftill  defigned  Pilgrim-hilL 

There  are  two  eminences  on  the  W.  of  the  town,  on 
one  of  which  courts  of  juftice  are  faid  to  have  been  held 
in  ancient  times.  The  plain  below  had,  probably  from 
this  circumftance,  the  name  of  Doom/dale  given,  which  it 
ftill  retains* 

To  the  W.  of  the  town,  near  the  bridge,  is  a  field  an- 
ciently ufed  for  military  exercifes  and  amufements.  It 
has  ftill  the  name  of  Joifting-haugb 

On  the  high  hill  formerly  mentioned,  the  veftiges  of  a 
military  ftation  may  be  traced.    There  is  alfo  at  the  bot- 
Vol.  XIV..  4  C  torn 
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torn  the  appearance  of  a  ditch.  On  the  futamit  \&  a  ca« 
vity,  which  bears  the  name  of  Wallace's  cradle*  and.  is  fakl 
to  have  been  often  reforted  to  by  that  warrior.  That  hill 
is  commonly  called  Cocilerue.  Some  make  its  origin 
French,  cocu  le  toi ;  and  fuppofe  it  alludes  to  the  infidelity 
of  one  of  the  Scotch  queens.  Others  trace  it  to  the  Erfc, 
Cabailree%  or,  the  Jhrife  of  kings* 

On  an  eminence,  in  the  S.  E.  of  the  pariih,  above 
Ochiltree  mill,  traces  ftill  more  difttn£t  of  a  camp  are  to 
be  feen. — A  (lone  tablet,  of  elegant  Sculpture,  was  lately 
found  in  digging  a  grave  within  the  church.  Ooe  com- 
partment exhibits  our  Saviour  praying,  while  the  three 
fcle£fc  difciples  are  fait  afleep.  The  other  reprefems  him 
faluted  by  Judas,  and  feized  by  the  guard.  He  is  at  the 
fame  time  healing  the  ear  of  Malchus,  while  Peter  is  put- 
ting his  fword  in  the  fheath.  Though  the  ftone  be  broken, 
the  figures  are  not  efientially  injured, 

Pre/bytery  $#*/.— This  was  lately  discovered  in  an  old 
repofitory.  It  is  of  brafs,  and  larger  than  a  crown  piece. 
Engraved  round  it  is,  Sigillum  preJbeterU  Linlicbovo.  In 
the  centre  are  fome  decorations,  the  date  1583,  and  thefe 
words,  Verbttm  autem  Dei  noftri  Jlabit  in-  atermtm.  Mfc. 
40. 

Coins, — Some  years  ago,  feveral  Roman  coins  were  found 
in  the  Burrowmuir,  amounting  to  about  300  *. 

Remarkable 

*  They  had  been  depofited  in  an  earthen  urn,  which  the  plough  broke, 
and  were  picked  up  m  lumps,  by  fome  perfons  who  followed  it  to  gather 
ftones.  The  town,  as  fuperior,  claimed  the  treafure.  The  pieces  were 
sot  above  the  Cae  of  a  fixpence,  all  filver,  and  having  different  dates  and 
impreflions.  They  were  probably  the'  collection  of  fome  virtuofo,  and 
being  involved  in  ruft,  would  furnish  a  fweet  morfel  to  antiquaries.    Some 

cviss 
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Jtemarlable  Events  that  happened  at  Linlithgow  and  in  its 
Environs. — When  Edward  I.  came  to  affert  his  claim  to 
the  fuperiority  of  Scotland,  he  lay  with  his  vaft  army,*  the 
night  before  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  on  a  track  of  ground  to 
the  E.,  which,  though  now  enclofed,  (till  retains  the  name 
of  the  Burrowmuir.  He  marched  next  day  through  Lin- 
lithgow, and  defeated  the  Scotch  army  under  Wallace  and 
Stewart,  Comyn  and  his  adherents  having  previoufly  with* 
drawn  themfelves. 

Apparition  to  Janus  IV.-^-The  ftoty  of  this  apparition, 
which  is  faid  to  have  preceded  the  battle  of  Jlodden,  has 
been  often  recited  *  and  St.  Catharine's  aile,  on  the  S.  of 
the  church,  is  fliown  as  the  place.  There  is  no  doubt 
that,  while  the  King  attended  the  evening  fervice,  one  in 
an  unufual  form  and  habit  appeared,  difluading  him  from 
the  enterprife,  on  which  he  was  fo  ftrongly  bent.  This 
probably  was  a  ftratagem  devifed  by  the  queen,  and  car- 
ried into  etifeft  by  fome  of  the  courtiers.  The  cataftrophe 
which  followed,  connected  with  the  previous  appearance, 
would,  in  a  credulous  age,  naturally  eftahlifh  the  belief  of 
a  fpecial  interpofition  from  Heaven, 

Battle  near  Linlithgow  Bridge.— This  was  fought  be* 
tween  the  Earls  of  Lennox  and  Arran,  during  the  mino- 
rity of  James  V.  It  began  on  the  plain  oppofite  to  the 
Priory  of  Manuel ;  but  the  mod  bloody  conflict  was  near 
the  bridge.  The  a&ion  proved  fatal  to  Lennox,  and  hi* 
4  C  2  remains 

coins  were  atfa  found  lately  in  an  old  houfe  of  the  town,  win  n  the  workmen 
were  digging  for  fand,  about  500,  of  which  20  were  gold,  the  reft  filvcr. 
Many  of  them  had  impreffions  of  the  different  JamrsV,  and  fome  of  Hen- 
ry IV.  of  England.  Some  of  the  gold  coins  were  about  the  fize  of  a  gui- 
nea, others  the  half.  Thefe  had  their  luftre  unimpaired,  but  the  Giver 
pieces  were  overgrown  with  ruir. 


£7*  Statifiical  Account 

remains  were  dcpofited  in  the  neighbourhood*  Thoo^h, 
from  the  remotenefs  of  the  event,  and  the  cultiva|ioo  of 
the  ground)  the  fpot  cannot  now  be  exadUy  traced,  it  was 
long  diftinguilhcd  by  one  of  thofe  memorials  to  which 
paflengers  often  added  a  ftone,  called  Lennox's  cairn. 

The  unfortunate  Mary  was  born  in  the  parifli  of  Lin- 
lithgow, about  eight  days  before  her  father's  death  ;  but 
removed  a  year  after  to  Stirling,  as  thought  a  more  fccure 
ftation  in  thefe  turbulent  times-  • 

Linlithgow  has  been  often  remarked  aft  the  place  where 
the  E?irl  of  Murray,  the  regent  of  Scotland,  was  (hot  by 
Hamilton  of  Bothwell-haugh.  The  particulars  are  fo  we3 
known,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to  fwell  this  account 
with  a  detail  of  them.  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the 
proje&ion  of  a  balcony,  the  narrownefs  of  that  part  of  the 
ftreet,  and  the  regent's  pofition  on  horfeback,  were  pecu- 
liarly favourable  to  the  a(Ta(fin's  purpofe.  Having  taken 
previous  meafures  for  efcaping,  and  with  a  view  to  ob- 
ftrudk  purfuit,  he  fled  to  France,  and  continued  there  *, 

Burning  of  Solemn  League  and  Csienant—This  has  been 

often 

*  A  fingulir  inftance  of  revenge  occurred  here  in  the  beginning  of 
laft  century.  One  Crawford,  while  at  fchool,  had  been  ftripped  of  his 
coat  by  a  perfon  in  the  town,  who  found  him  trefpafling  on  his  ground. 
Having  gone  abroad,  and  rifen  in  the  army,  he  returned  to  Linlithgow 
many  years  after,  and  avenged  the  indignity,  by  (tabbing  the  man  who 
offered  it  on  the  very  fpot.  Accounts  vary  with  regard  to  fome  of  the 
circumftances  that  followed,  though  they  all  agree  with  regard  to  hit 
being  beheaded  at  the  crofs.  According  to  fome,  after  lying  concealed 
a  night  or  two  in  the  Burrowmuir,  he  was  apprehended,  convicted,  asd 
put  to  death  Others  fay,  that  fome  years  after,  being  opprefled  with 
the  weight  of  blood,  he  furrendered  himfelf  to  jufticey  requeuing  only 
to  be  indulged  as  to  the  mode  of  execution.  His  tomb  is  ft  ill  to  be  fern 
on  the  S.  of  the  church ;  and  though  that  be  now  defaced,  is  faid  to 
have  had  engTaved  on  it  the  figure  of  the  inftruroent  by  which  he  fuf. 
fered,  and  which  himfelf  procured  for  the  purpofe. 
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•ftcn  objefted  to  Linlithgow,  and  certainly  took  place 
Jiere  in  1662,  on  the  anniverfafy  of  the  Reftoration.  It 
may  be  confidered  rather  as  a  wanton  expreflion  of  zeal, 
to  which  the  many  were  impelled  by  a  few,  than  an  a£t 
authorifed  by  the  magiftrates,  or  approved  by  die  judi- 
cious part  of  the  community.  The  perfons  who  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  on  this  occafion,  were  Mr-  Mylne,  one 
of  tlie  bailies,  and  Mr.  Ramfay,  then  minifler  of  the  pa- 
rish. The  conduct  of  the  latter  is  the  more  remarkable, 
as  he  had  not  only  taken  the  covenant  himfelf,  but  prefled 
it  upon  others  with  extreme  rigour.  Changing  his  prin- 
ciples with  the  times,  he  was  firft  made  Dean  of  Glafgow, 
then  Bifhop  of  Dumblane,  and  afterwards  raifed  to  the 
fee  of  Rofs. 

The  magiftrates  and  council  of  Linlithgow  gave  a  fump- 
tuous  entertainment  to  the  Duke  of  York,  when  in  Scot- 
land, before  his  accefiion  to  the  throne.  The  town  it 
faid  to  have  long  felt  the  preflure  of  the  debt  incurred  by 
that  magnificent  difplay  *. 

Mifcellamour 

•  Singular  Perfont  formerly  conneRed  nvitb  the  Parift.—Bijuteeb* 
Daring  the  Itruggle  between  Edward  L  and  the  Scotch  patriots,  the  gar- 
rifon  ftationed  here  by  that  prince  were  difpofleflcd  of  it  by  a  curious 
device  of  one  Binnoch.  He  fupplied  the  cattle  witfo  hay,  and  being  well 
known,  had  free  accefs  at  all  times.  He  propofed  to  Bruce  to  conceal 
jbme  men  in  his  cart.  Being  introduced  without  fufpicion,  and  complete- 
ly armed,  they  eafily  made  themfelves  matters  of  it.  This  ftory,  which 
is  generally  believed,  reminds  one  of  the  ttraragem  afcribed  to  UlyfTes  in 
the  Trojan  war.  Binnoch  was  rewarded  for  this  fervice  with  fome  lands 
in  the  S.  of  the  parifli,  which  ftill  bear  that  name,  a  little  foftened.  The 
Binning*  of  Wallyford  were  faid  to  be  defcended  from  him ;  and,  in  alln- 
lion  to  that  t  raw  fad  ion,  had  for  their  arms,  a  bay  <wahi,  with  this  motto, 
Virtute  doloque, 

Ninian  Whntet*    About  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  one  of  that  name 

was  reltor  of  this  fchool,  and  is  fa-d  to  have  been  employed  as  preceptor 

'  fo  fome  of  the  royal  family  during  their  refidence  here.    He  published  9, 

fet 
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Mifctllaneous  Obfervations.—il  has  been  already  oWerved, 
%ith  regard  to  this  parifh,  that  agriculture  is  in  an  advan- 
ced (late.  From  the  abilities  and  exertion  of  thofe  en- 
gaged in  that  line,  much  may  ftill  be  expe&ed.  TTiougi 
the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  be  not  naturally  fertile, 
that  defeft  is  compenfated  by  art.  The  elegant  houfe 
juft  built  by  the  Solicitor  General,  about  half  a  mile  W. 
from  the  town,  the  enclofures  and  plantations  that  gentle- 
tnan  b  carrying  on,  and  the  improvements  made  by  other 

propricton 

let  of  qtteftioiM  in  oppotition  to  the  new  doctrine,  which  was  rarotinbly 
■cceived  tt  court,  and  much  efteemed  by  thofe  of  his  perfuafion.  Being 
m  great  adept  in  theological  controverfy,  be  wai  feltcted  by  the  Scotck 
clergy  to  defend  the  Catholick  opinions,  and  diltingui flied  himfelf  in  it- 
wal  encounters  with  John  Knox.  Refufing  to  acknowledge  his  errors 
fee  was  banilhed,  through  the  influence  of  the  reforming  parry,  ami  be- 
came afterwards  abbot  of  the  Scotch  convent  at  Ratnbon,  where  he  ptt- 
OdeA  many  years. 

Kirk*tvod%  rector  of  the  fchool  here,  diflinguifhed  himfelf  at  a  firnr* 
period  by  his  learning,  and  ftill  more  by  his  long  and  obftinate  conflict 
with  the  magistrates  and  town  council,  whom  he  fatirifed  under  the  ue- 
fignation  of  the  twenty-feven  gods, 

Stewart  of  Pordovan  was  a  gentleman  of  property  in  this  parUh,  re* 
peatcdly  provoft  of  the  burgh,  and  reprefented  it  in  the  laft  Scotch  par- 
liament. He  was  not  only  averfe  to  the  Union,  but  joined  in  a  fuleam 
proteft  againft  that  meafure.  Having  made  Prelbyterian  government  the 
object  of  his  peculiar  attention,  he  wrote  that  well  known  book,  in 
which  the  procedure  in  the  feveral  courts  in  this  kingdom  is  fr>  diftin&ij 
traced. 

Of  the  feveral  perfons  connected1  with  this  parifh  at  a  remote  period, 
none  is  more  frequently  mentioned  than  Rob  Gib,  of  facetious  memory. 
He  acted  as  buffoon  to  James  V. ;  and  being  allowed,  on  a  particular 
becafion,  to  perfonate  the  fovereign,  gave  a  pointed  reproof  to  the  cour- 
tiers, who  urged  their  refpective  claims  to  royal  favour,  that  he  had  al- 
ways ferved  his  mailer  for  Jark  love  and  kvtdnrfs.  His  Majefty  con* 
ferred  on  him  the  property  of  Weft  Ganibber  in  this  parifh,  which  was 
enjoyed  by  his  defcendents  even  in  the  courfc  of  this  century.  The  oh* 
gisyd  charter  is  faid  to  be  (till  extant. 
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proprietors  in  that  quarter,  have  already  embelliftied,  and 
cannot  fail  to  meliorate,  a  track  of  the  parifh,  which  be- 
fore was  comparatively  in  an  uncultivated  (late. 

Linlithgow  is  well  known  to  be  a  healthy  place ;  wheft 
infe&ious  difeafes  vifit  it,  which  is  rarely,  the  fymptoms 
are  more  favourable,  and  the  effects  lefs  fatal,  fthan  ia 
mod  other  towns.  During  the  plague  in  1646,  which 
made  fuch  dreadful  havock  in  the  capital*  the  courts  o£ 
juftice  were  transferred  to  Linlithgow,  and  held  in  the 
palace.  The  profefibrs  of  the  univerfity  are  faid  alfo  to, 
have  removed  here  at  that  time.  Many  people  near  four* 
fcore  are  to  be  feen  daily  in  tfce  (beets.  Two  in  the  pa- 
rifli  have  pafled  their  90th  year :  The  one  enjoys  all  he* 
faculties  *  the  other  is  deaf  and  feeble,  but  in  other  rc- 
fpe&s  pretty  found*  A  woman,  near  Canibber,  above 
85,  ftill  purfues  her  ufual  occupations,  and  walked  lately 
a  mile  to  attend  a  diet  of  catechifing. 

There  is  a  well  at  Canibber,  of  qualities  firallar  to  Mp&. 
fat.  -  It  was  formerly  much  reforted  to  in  the  fpring,  but 
has  for  fome  years  been  totally  negle&ed. 

The  wages  of  maid  fervants  are  from  3L  to  4I.  a-year, 
and  that  of  men  fervants  from  7I.  to  81. 

There  are  2  inns  at  Linlithgow,  provided  with  fuitable 
accommodations.  There  are  alfo  fome  other  houfes  where, 
perfons,  to  whom  pod  horfes  are  not  an  objett,  may  find 
good  entertainment. 

Befides  the  funds  which  the  corporations  have  for  the, 
poor,  with  whom  they  are  feverally  connected,  they  have, 
adopted  a  general  plan,  of  which  the  good  effefts  arc  fen-, 
fibly  felt-  They  have  a  repofitory  capable  of  containing 
600  bolls  of  meal.  This  they  fill  at  a  proper  time ;.  and 
if  application  be  made,  the  town  advances  for  that  pur- 
pofe  iool.,  without  intereft.    Thus  they  have  always  a 

quantity 


476  Stetj/tical  Account 

quantity  to  anfwer  demands,  are  enabled  to  regulate  the 
price  of  the  markets,  and  prevent  private  retailers  from 
taking  an  improper  advantage  of  circumftances  that  may 
occur. 

Among  the  ufeful  inftitutions  here.  Dr.  Henry's  lib- 
rary juftly  deferves  to  be  named-  That  gentleman,  well 
known  to  the  world  by  his  valuable  hiftory,  having  ex- 
perienced the  fweets  of  knowledge  himfelf,  benevolently 
wiflied  others  to  (hare  them.  With  that  view,  he  be- 
queathed his  books,  under  certain  regulations,  to  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  town  council,  and  minifters  of  the  prcfbytery 
of  Linlithgow,  as  the  foundation  of  a  larger  collection. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  they  will  (how  thetfifelves  worthy  of 
the  truft,  and  promote  a  defign  of  fuch  general  utility. 

Befides  the  Eftabliftied  Church,  there  are  two  places  of 
worfhip  in  the  parifh  j  one  for  thofe  of  the  Burgher  per- 
fuafion,  which  adjoins  to  the  town,  the  other  at  Craig- 
mailin,  about  3  miles  diftant,  to  which  the  Antiburghers 
refort.  The  number  of  diffenters  in  the  parifh  is  about 
430.  That  alienation  of  heart  which  diverfity  of  religious 
opinions  once  produced  in  Scotland,  feems  now  in  a  great 
meafure  banifhed. 

While  our  countrymen  are  thus  imbibing  more  and 
more  of  the  fpirit  of  love,  may  they  ever  retain  that  of  a 
found  mind,  and  exert  themfelves  in  their  refpe&ive  lines, 
to  fupport  that  glorious  conftitution,  which  is  found,  from 
experience,  to  conduce  fo  effeftually  to  the  benefit  of  the 
individual,  which  is  fo  admirably  calculated  to  enfure,  un- 
der God,  the  profperity  of  the  empire  1 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER.   XXXIV. 
PARISH  OF   LANGTON. 

(County  of  Berwick,  Stnod  op  Merse  and  Tiyiot- 
dalb,  presbttert  op  dunse.) 

By  the  Rtv.  Mr.  Alexander  Girvan. 


Name,  Zituatwty  Extent,  Soil,  Air. 

LA  N  G  T  O  N  is  fituated  in  that  diftria  of  Berwick- 
{hire  called  the  Merfe.  Its  name,  perhaps,  was 
taken  from  the  long  draggling  town  of  Langton,  which 
extended  from  near  the  boundary  towards  Dunfe  to  with- 
in a  few  paces  of  the  houfe  of  Langton,  and  the  prefent 
parifii  church.  The  town  was  of  long  {landing,  and, 
like  other  border  towns,  fuffcred  at  different  times  from 
the  incurfions  of  the  Englifti,  having  been  burnt  in  1558, 
by  Sir  Henry  Percy  and  Sir  George  Bowes  j  and  at  other 
times  pillaged  by  marauding  parties  from  Berwick  and  the 
other  fide  of  the  Tweed.  Mr.  Gavin,  the  late  proprietor, 
finding  a  town  fo  near  his  houfe  a  hinderance  to  his  im- 
provements, offered  to  its  inhabitants  to  feu,  on  eafy  terms, 
a  pleafant  and  healthful  fpot  of  ground  about  half  a  mile 
diftant.  His  offer  was  accepted  5  and  in  a  fliort  time,  not 
Vol.  XIV.  4  D  one 
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one  ftone  was  left  upon  another  of  the  old  town  of  Lan;> 
ton.   The  new  village  is  named  Gavintown,  in  honour  of  r, 
founder,  and  contains  at  prefent  159  perfbns.     The  pari/, 
is  in  figure  triangular.    The  mean  length  may  be  about  i\ 
miles,  the  mean  breadth  i\.     It  contains  about  7200  Eng- 
lifh  acres/    From  the  E.  to  the  N.  W.  limit,  the  zfccx 
is  gradual ;  from  S.  to  N.,  the  afcent  is  the  fame  as  £ir 
as  the  foot  of  the  high  grounds,  known  by  the  name  of 
Langton  Edge.     On  this  edge,  all  the  enclofed  and  culti- 
vated part  of  the  panih  is  prefented  to  the  eye,  as  weB 
as  the  whole  breadth  of  the  Merfe,  and  of  Northumber- 
land as  far  as  Wooler.     And  here  the  refleding  traveller, 
after  recollecting  with  regret,  how  often  the  flat  below  hia 
has  been  rendered,  by  direful  war,  a  defolatc  and  en&r- 
gVunect  plain,  is  plcafed  with  the  variety  and  abundance 
with  which  peace  and  well  directed  induftry,  in  modem 
times,  have  clothed  it.     The  foil  of  the  parifh  is  various. 
In  the  lower  and  cultivated  part  of  it,  the  foil  is  generally 
a  loam  of  a  reddifli  colour,  well  adapted  to  turnip  hus- 
bandry, and  to  the'  raifmg  of  oats  and  barley,  and  fowii 
grades;     There  are  fome  fields  of*  a  Very  deep  and  rich 
loam,*  which  make  good  returns  when  fown  with  wheat. 
All  the  fields  aire  enclofed  either  with  a  ftone  fence,  or 
with  a  ditch  or  hawthorn  hedge  ;  and  here  fome  of  the 
hedges,  with  the  hedge-row  trees,  are  found  t6  flirive  as 
well  as  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom.     The  higher  part  of 
the  par  id?,  winch  confifts  of  5  Ihcep-farms,  is  covered  with 
fine  green  pdture,  and  is  accounted  as  dry  and  found 
fheep  ground  as  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  S.  of  Scotland. 
The  air,  as  we  have  no  Handing  water  near  us,  and  are 
placed  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Merfe,  is  reckoned  as 
p-'jrc  and  healthful  as  in  any  Quarter  of  the  county.- 

Agriculture 


>   Of  Langton.  579 

Agriculture ^   Cattle,   Rent,   &c—  Little  was  done   for 
the  improvement  of  the  land  here  before   1758.     Lang- 
ton-burn,  a  ftrong  and  clear  dream  which  runs  through 
the   parifh  from  N.  W.  to  E.,  had  its  banks  planted  with 
foreft  trees  to  a  confiderable  extent,  about  80  years  ago. 
The  trees  throve  well,  and  have  been  long,  and  are  ftill 
a   (helter  and  ornament  to  the  houfe  and  enclofures  of 
Langton,  as  well  as  a  beauty  in  the  face  of  the  country. 
Several  fields  too  had  been  enclofed  with  fences  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  a  fhort  time  after  the  Reftoration,  and  had 
been  for  many  years  let  from  year  jto  year  for  grafs  to 
troop  horfes.     The  foldiers,  who  were  accommodated  in 
barracks  on  the  eftate,  and  in  the  town  of  Langton,  fpoke 
of  the  pafture  as  the  belt  their  horfes  came  to  in  the 
kingdom,  and  were  particularly  pleafed  with  the  pure  wa- 
ter which  is  to  be  had  in  plenty  in  every  grafs  field.     In 
1758,  Mr.  Gavin  purchafed  the  eftate,  lying  in  the  pa- 
rifhes  of  Langton,  Dunfc,  and  Longformacus.     From  that 
period  till  the  time  of  his  death  in  1773,  he  was  employ- 
ed in  the  improvement  of  it.     The  plans  he  la  d  down 
were  judicious,  and  the  profecution  of  them  unremitted. 
The  grounds  were  cleared  of  furze,  and  bruom,  and  ilones, 
and  of  every  thing  that  could  impede  the  operations  of  the 
plough.  The  rock  marl,  with  which  the  eftate  abounds,  and 
lime  from  the  Northumberland  hills,  at  the  diftancc  of  16 
miles,  were  laid  on  as  the  foil  required  5  the  fields  were  di- 
vided with  fkill,  and  enclofed  in  the  moft  fubifcntial  man- 
ner.   In  a  fhort  time,  Langton  afTumed  a  moft  cultivated  apr 
pcarance,  rewarded  the  attention,  and  repaid  the  cxpenfe 
the  proprietor  had  beftowed  upon  it.     The  rent  in  1758 
was   nool. ;   in    1773   it  was  let  at  upwards  of  3000I. 
There  are  in  the  parifh  30  ploughs,  all  of  them  according 
to  Mr.  Small's  conftru&ion.    The  number  of  horfes  is 
4D  2'  about; 
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about  70,  exclufive  of  young  ones ;  the  number  of  block 
cattle  (December  1793)  380;  a  number  lefs  than  ufuai, 
on  account  of  the  apprehended  fcarcity  of  fodder  :   The 
breed,  a  mixture  of  the  foerfe  and  Lammermuir  kinds. 
Theflieep  amount  to  upwards  of  3500,  and  are  of  the  Nor- 
thumberland, Tweeddale,  and  Lammermuir  breeds.— The 
higheft  yearly  rent  for  land  within  the  parifli,  paid  by  one 
farmer,  is  900I ;  the  loweft,  35  L    There  are  feveral  finall 
pofieflions,  which  bring  from   15I.  to  35L  of  rent;  but 
the  tenants  of  them  are  employed  chiefly  in  driving  lime 
to  the  greater  farmers,  coals  to  tradefmen  and  others  who 
have  not  horfes  of  their  own,  and  ftones  and  gravel  to  the 
highways.    All  the  enclofed  grounds  of  the  parifli  are  let 
from  2I.  as.  to  15s.  the  Engliffi  acre.    The  Ieafes  ait 
ufually  for   19  years.    The  rent  is  all  in  money  ;  no  kain 
or  fervices  are  afked  by  the  proprietors.    There  are  a  com 
mills  in  the  parifli,  to  which  the  tenants  are  thirled  ;  but 
this  reftri&ion  has  not,  in  my  time,  been  conCdered  at 
any  hardfliip.     The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  in  the  cefs- 
books  is  3092I.   14s.  2d,  Scotch.    The  prefent  rent  is 
nearly  2660 1.  Sterling,  of  which  2600 J.  belong  to  the 
eftate  of  Langtbn ;  the  remainder  to  two  gentlemen  who 
hold  of  the  proprietor  of  that  eftate.     Of  the  three  hen- 
tors,  two  rcfide  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  the 
principal  heritpr  refides  in  the  parifli  occafionafly.    ' 

Population,  &c. — According  to  Dr.  Webftei's  report, 
the  population  in  1755  was  29°-  T^  number  of  fouls  in 
the  parifli,  according  to  a  correct  lift  taken  in  the  month 
of  July  1793,  is  435.  Of  thefc  211  are  males,  and  224 
females.  In  die  fame  month,  there  were  65  married 
couples,  8  widowers,  and  20  widows.    All  the  widowers 

have 
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have  children,  and-  alt  the  widows,  except  two.    The  ages 


flood  nearly  as  follows : 

UVider  10, 

120 

Between 

l  50  and  (Jo, 

40 

Between  f  o  and  20, 

7* 

60  and  70, 

2* 

20  and  30, 

66 

70  and  80, 

*7 

30  and  40, 

47 

80  and  90, 

X 

40  and  50, 

46 

The  number  of  inhabited  hoyfes  is  87  j  a  few  are  at 
prefemt  uninhabited-    There  axe  1*  farmers,  befides  thofc 
who  occupy  fmall  poffeflions,  9  mafoos*  7  houfe  carpen- 
ters and  plough-wrights,   8  weavers,   3  flaoemakers,  2 
blackfmiths*  2  tailors,  2  thatchers,  1  cooper,  3  hedgers, 
apprentices  included,  and  4  day  labourers.    The  reft  of 
the  men  are  in  general  hinds,  ploughmen,  banjmen,  and 
fiiepherds.    The  unmarried  women,  who  are  not  hived; 
from  yeas  to  year,  are  employed  in  fpinrang  to  manufao* 
tourers  and  others  throughout  the  winter,  and  in  the  fum- 
mer  and  harveft  are  bccupied  in  hoeing  potatoes  and  tuiw 
nips,  hay-making,  reaping  com,  &c.    The  great  bulk  of 
the  people  are  hearers  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  but  * 
considerable  number  are  attached  to  the  Relief,  Burghers, 
Antiburghers,  and  Cameronians,  and  go  to  Dunfe  and 
Chirnfide  to  hear  fcrmon  f. 

Stipend^ 

•  The  regtfter  of  baptifms,  marriages,  and  bmiala,  baa  never  bees 
leapt  with  any  degree  of  cxacjtneft ;  and  I  with  not  to  have  any  thing  in* 
ferted  in  this  account,  for  the  truth  of  which  I  cannot  anfwer. 

t  A  fchoolm after,  who  officiated  as  precentor  in  the  parUh,  about  39 
yean  ago,  is  faid  to  have  been  (very  innocently,  in  my  judgment)  Jhe 
occafion  of  much  feceffion  here.  Auzkras  to  improve  the  church  pftkno- 
dy,  one  Sunday  afternoon,  without  comulting  the  miniiter,  he1,  with  t 
few  vocal  friends  who  Vera  acquainted  with  his  intention,  made  a  trial 
of  finging  the  pfalm  without  reading  the  line.  This  innovation  fo  Ihocked 
many  of  the  hearers,  that  thev  never  afterwards  could  be  reconciled  to 
the  Eftablifhed  Church. 
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Stipend,  Church,  School,  Poor,  &c. — The  ftipend  is  50 
bolls  of  oats,  32  bolls  2  firlots  2  pecks  of  barky,  and  28L 
17  s.  8  d.  money.    The  corn  glebe  was  formerly  about  5 
acres  of  the  bed  land  in  the  parifh,  to  which  was  added 
the  pafturage  of  2  horfes  and  2  cows,  fummer  and  win* 
ter,  over  an  exteniive  range  of  rich  grafs ;  but,  near  30 
years  ago,  the  manfc  being  removed  to  the  village  of  Ga- 
vintown,  10  acres  of  very  indifferent  outfield  land,  lying 
contiguous,  and  4I.  2  s.  of  money,  were  accepted  in  lieu 
of  the  old  glebe  and  pafturage.    The  patronage  belongs 
to  the  Countefs  of  Breadalbane.    The  church  was  built  in 
1736,  and  is  at  this  time  in  a  ruinous  ftate.    The  manfe, 
built  in  1766,  was,  at  that  time,  among  the  beft,  if  not 
the  very  beft  manfe  in  the  county.    It  is  ftill  in  tolerable 
repair.    The  fchoolmafter  has  a  fmall  houfe  in  Gavintown 
to  teach  in.     His  falary  is  100  merks,  and  10  s.  of  fee  for 
afting  as  precentor  and  feflion-clerk.     His  fcholars  may 
be  reckoned,  on  an  average,  20  in  number,  whom  he  in- 
ftrufts  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetick.    The  efta- 
blifhed  fees  of  the  fchoolmafter  are  is.  2d.  a-quarter  for 
reading  and  writing,  and  29  6d.  a-quarter  for  arithmetick. 
With  this  fmall  income,  being  himfelf  a  virtuous  man, 
and  having  an  induftrious  wife,  he  has  brought  up  a  fa- 
mily, and  been  always  refpeftable.    The  poor  on  the  roll 
are  ufually  9 ;  2  or  3  more  receive  an  occafional  fupply. 
The  yearly  collc&ion  in  the  church  amounts  to  about  5 1., 
the  one  half  of  which  is  referved  for  fuch  perfons  as  de- 
cline being  put  on  the  roll  5  the  other  half  is  added  to  the 
parochial  afleflment.     The  affeflhient,  on  an  average  of  5 
years,  is  2  81.  14  s.  j  the  one  half  paid  by  the  heritors,  the 
other  half  by  the  tenants.     The  poor  have  at  all  times 
been  well  fatisficd  with  the  provifiori   made  for  them. 
When,  on  a  particular  occafion,  any  thing  extraordinary 

has 
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has  been  wanted  for  them,  it  mud  be  told,  to  the  honour 
of  the  proprietors  of  Langton,  that  the  requeft  of  tbe 
kirk-feffion  was  never  refufed  *. 

.  t 

Antiquities.— On  the  farm  of  Raecleiigh-hcad  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  there  have  been,  in  ancient  times,  two  military  fta- 
tions.  The  extent  of  both  can  be  eafily  ascertained,  as 
the  ditches  are  difcernible  at  a  diftance  to  this  day.  Thefe 
ftations,  it  is  thought,  were  occupied  during  the  wars 
carried  on  between  the  two  kingdoms.  In  the  reign  of 
King  William  1IL,  -there  was  a  confiddrable  encampment 
of  both  hchrfe  and  foot  on  the  farm  of  Langhopg-birks. 
The  troops,  it  is  faid,  were  encamped  there  at  the  defire 
of  Patrick  Earl  of  Marchmont,  a  nobleman  who  very  d«- 
fervedly  poflefied  much  of  the  confidence  of  his  fovcrcign. 

The 


•  Price  of  Provi/ions  and  JVagft  —The  price  of  provifions  in  this  pt- 
rifli,  lefs  than  40  yeaTs  ago,  did  not  amount  to  one  half  of  the  pit  fen  t 
coil.  Our  fleflumar^et  is  in  Dunfc,  and,  in  that  market,  the  advance 
upon  the  di  fie  rent  articles  fold,  has,  within  thefe  few  years,  been  very- 
great.  Beef  and  mutton  are  from  3d.  to  4-} <1  ,  pork:  from  3d.  to  +d.9 
veal  from  3d.  to  $6.  the  lib.  Amsterdam  weight.  Lamb  is  never  below 
$ d. ;  hens  are  fold  at  rod.  and  1  s.  each ;  eggs  from  3d.  to  7  d.  the  do- 
zen, according  to  the  demand  for  them  at  Berwick,  for  the  London 
market;  butter  from  8  d.  to  lod.  the  lib.  of  23  ounces.  Hinds,  or 
farmers  men  fcrvants,  with  families,  hired  by  (he  year,  have  from  to'L 
to  18 L  of  gains  or  wages;  an  unmarried  man  fervant,  victualled  in  hit 
matter's  houfe,  has  from  6 1.  to  8 1; ;  a  maid  fervant  for  houfe-work  has 
from  3  1.  to  3  L  5  s.  yearly,  but  when  hired  for  out- work,  fuch  as  hom- 
ing turnips  and  potatoes,  milking  ewes,  6cc.  4I  „  and  fome times  more : 
labouring  men  have,  by  the  day,  from  1  s.  to  1  s.  a  d.  in  fummer,  and 
10  d.  in  winter :  women  employed  by  the  day  in  hoeing  turnips,  hoeing 
and  digging  potatoes,  have  from  6  d.  to  8d. :  in  harreft  the  men  have 
from  is.  3d.  to  is.  6 d. i  the  women  from  I© d.  to  1  s.,  with victuals. 
A  raafon's  wages  are  from  1  s-  6d  to  as.;  a  carpenters  from  is.  ad. 
tt»  is.  8d.  a-day,  without  victuals;  a  tailor's  from  tfcL  to  Id.,  wiM& 
fi&uala. 
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The  ftate  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time  might  reader  the 
colle&ion  of  forces  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  a 
meafure  of  great  prudence.     In  179a,  on  clearing  the 
ground  of  a  heap  of  (tones  whiJi  had  been  collected  vp- 
4>n  the  top  of  the  Crirnfon,  or  Crameftone  Hill,  on  the 
JNT.  fide  of  the  village  of  Gavintown,  ieveral  earthen  urn», 
of  different  fizes,  were  dug  up*    The  urns  contained  hu- 
man bones,  but  had  no  inscription  upon  them.     In  the 
lands  6i  Middlcfield  and  Creafe,  there  are  feveral  coffins 
4>f  ftone,  containing  human  bones.     On  meafuring  one  of 
them,  it  was  found  to  be  3-*-  feet  long,  2  deep,  and  2? 
.broad.    In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  where  the 
•coffins  are  found,  there  is  a  field  which  (till  retains  Ac 
•name  of  Battkmoor. 


Mifcdlaneous  Obfervations. — The  people  are  in  general 
above  the  middle  ftature,  and  drefs,  perhaps,  better  than 
their  circumftances  can  well  afford.  Three  brothers  in 
the  village  of  Gavintown,  without  any  (lock  to  begin  with, 
and  without  friends,  have,  by  the  making  of  (hoes,  in  left 
than  20  years,  acquired  upwards  of  800 1.  I  wifh  I  could 
•record,  that  all  the  workmen  of  the  parifh  have  been 
equally  economical,  induftrious,  and  fuccefsful.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Low  in  Wood-end,  who  rents  of  the  eftate  of  Lang- 
ton  to  die  amount  of  900 1.  a-year,  hath,  by  experiment 
and  obfervation,  acquired  much  knowledge  of  rural  eco- 
nomy. He  hath  greatly  improved  ieveral  of  the  imple- 
ments of  hufbandry,  and  is  the  inventor  of  a  fteelyard  for 
weighing  hay,  &c,  which  it  does  with  exa&nefs,  and  is 
cafily  removed  from  field  to  field.  The  fteelyard  is  made 
by  James  Allan  wright  in  Gavinton,  near  Dunfe,  and  fold 
by  him  at  61.  6  s.  There  are  different  quarries,  in  the  pa- 
riih  of  the  bed  frce-ftone.    Peat  and  turf  may  be  had  in 

the 
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the  vicinity  of  the  parifh,  and  at  a  moderate  price,  but 
coal   from  Northumberland!  though,  on  account  of  the  / 

diftance,  and  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  it  coft  about  8  s. 
6  d.  for  a  two  horfe  tart,  is  the  fuel  fftoft  ufed. 

There  is  one  publick  houfe  in  the  village.  If  it  be  in 
any  degree  a  nuifance,  we  have  ourfelves  to  blame,  as  the 
IherifFs  of  the  county  will  grant  it  no  licenfe,  without  a 
certificate  fubferibed  by  one  or  two  perfons  in  the  parifh* 
of  refpe&able  charader. 


Vol.  XIV.  4E  NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXXV. 
PARISH   OF   MERTOUN. 

(County  of  Berwick,  Synod  of  Merse  and  Tiviot- 
dale,  Presbytery  of  Lauder.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Duncan. 


Name,  Extent,  Surface  and  Soil. 

THE  name  of  this  parifh  has  been  uniformly  the  feme, 
and  the  etymology  commonly  given  of  it  is,  The 
Town  of  the  Mire,  At  a  period  very  remote,  this  deriva- 
tion might  perhaps  be  proper,  though  the  general  appear* 
ance  at  prcfent  by  no  means  juftifies  it.  In  length  it  is 
nearly  6  miles,  and  in  breadth  from  a  to  3.  The  weftern 
part  ftands  high,  and  is  extremely  pi&urefque.  From 
Bimerfyde-hill,  the  property  of  Mr.  Haig,  over  which  one 
of  the  mod  publick  roads  in  the  parifh  pafles,  the  eye  of 
the  traveller  is  at  once  gratified  with  every  thing  beautiful 
and  magnificent,  wood,  water,  hills,  ruins,  and  fertile  fields. 
The  reft  of  the  parifli,  gradually  declining  to  the  S.,  is 
alfo  extremely  plcafant ;  the  profpeft  being  agreeably  di- 
verfified  with  excellent  enclofurcs,  beautiful  hedge-rows, 

and 
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and  thriving  plantations.  The  foil  towards  the  Tweed,  par- 
ticularly the  haughs,  is  (harp,  with  a  gravelly  bottom; 
towards  the  N.,  and  indeed  through  the  reft  of  the  pa- 
rifli,  with  very  few  exceptions,  it  is  a  ftiff  clay,  with  a  till 
bottom* 

improvements.-— While  other  places  have  been  advancing 
in  improvement,  this  parifli  has  not  been  negleded.    About 
40  years  ago,  the  tenants  were  miferably  lodged,  the  fields 
open  and  expofed  to  every  blaft,  and  hardly  a  tree  to  be 
feen,  a  few  about  the  houfes  of  the  different  proprietors 
excepted*    Now  the  fcene  is  agreeably  changed  ;  the  te- 
nants poflefs  warm  and  comfortable  houfes,  many  of  them 
large,  and  molt  of  them  Hated  5  the  greater  part  of  the 
arable  land  is  enclofed,  and  furrounded  with  belts  and 
clumps  of  plantation.    The  eftate  of  Mr.  Scott  of  Harden 
in  particular,  which  comprifes  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  - 
whole,  exhibits  a  greater  extent  of  neat  thriving  hedges 
and  plantations,  than  perhaps  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  S. 
of  Scotland. 

Agriculture  and  Produce.— Previous  to  the  year  1766, 
the  old  Scotch  plough  only  was  ufed,  and  no  manure 
thought  of  but  what  the  farms  produced.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, immenfe  quantities  of  lime  have  been  annually 
driven  from  Lothian  and  England,  at  the  great  diftance 
of  16  miles.  It  anfwers  extremely  well 5  and  though  each 
cart,  of  5  bolls,  all  expertces  included,  cofts  ios.  6d.,  the 
farmer  finds  his  account  in  ufing  it.  Two  horfe  ploughs 
are  generally  ufed,  and  the  mod  approved  methods  of  hus- 
bandry keenly  followed.  The  quantity  of  grain  annually 
fown,  and  the  average  return  of  each  boll,  is  nearly  as 
follows : 

4  E  2  Bolls 


58$  Statiftical  Account 

Bolls  Sewn.  Average  Return  of  each  Bmi 

Oats  from  700  to  750,        -  5 

Barley  from  160  to  180,        •         -        6 
Wheat  from  100  to  130,        -  -        7 

Peafe  from  100  to  130,         -  -        5 

Befides  the  above,  there  are  generally  from  180  to  2o« 
acres  in  red  clover  for  hay,  and  from  100  to  120  acres  in 
turnip.  The  total  number  of  acres  in  pafture  and  tillage 
may  be  about  5550. 

Black  cattle,  young  and  old,  from  540  to  560. 
Sheep,  from  1400  to  1500. 
Horfc3,  young  and  old,  from  1 20  to  1 30* 
The  cattle  are  moftly  of  the  Balmerihire  breed,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  reared  in  the  parol).     The  fheep  arc 
of  different  kinds,  and  moil  of  them  brought  from  differ- 
ent quarters.  4    Mr.   Scott  of  Harden  made   feveral  at- 
tempts to  improve  them  \  for  an  account  of  which,  fee 
Prcfcnt  State  of  Hufbandry  in  Scotland,  Vol.  II.    The 
horfes  in  general  are  flrong,  and  many  of  them,  when 
taken  to  market,  bring  high  prices  #. 

Pcpulation. — The  population,  according  to  the  mod  ex* 
aft  information  that  can  be  procured,  is  confidently  di- 
minifhed.  About  60  years  ago,  there  were  4  populous 
villages,  2  of  which  are  now  extindt,  and  the  remaining 

2gra- 

*  Price  rf  Labour.— Ploughmen  from  81.  to  10 1,  a-year,  befides  bond 
and  lodging ;  barnmen  the  fame,  or  if  paid  in  kind,  1  boll  for  every  14 
he  threrties;  a  hind,  8  firlots  of  oats,  8  firlots  of  barley,  4  firlots  of  pe afe, 
1  perk  lint-feed  Town,  1  firlot  potatoes  planted,  I  guinea  for  flieep,  and 
a  cow  kept  fummer  and  winter;  women,  il.  5  s.  and  a  pair  of  fhoes, 
during  the  winter,  and  from  il.  101.  to  3 1.  during  the  fummer;  wrights 
is.  with  meat;  mafons  is.  8d.  without  meat;  day-labourers  is.  ad. 
in  fummer,  xs.  id.  in  hanreft,  and  is.  in  winter;  women,  when  em- 
ployed at  hay  or  turnip,  8d.,  arid  xs«  ^d.  in  hanreft. 
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2  gradually  difappearing.    With  refpefl:  to  the  abolition 
of  the  firft,  the  numbers  cannot  be  greatly  lefiened,  as  it 
chiefly  confifted  of  6  farmers,  their  cottagers,  and  2  or  3 
mechanicks,  who  are  now  fettled  more  conveniently  in 
the  centre  of  their  refpe&ive  farms.    The  non-exiftence  of 
the  fecond  mud  have  made  no  fmall  diminution,  as  there 
are  people  yet  alive  who  remember  to  have  feen  50  houfes 
all  inhabited ;  and  fome  of  *hcfe  fay,  that  they  have  heard 
their  fathers  mention  double  that  number ;  and  indeed  this 
tradition  feems  to  be  well  founded,  as  the  ruins  of  feveral 
houfes  are  ftill  vifible.    The  third,  which  was  nearly  equal 
to  the  fecond,  is  fo  mutilated,  that  fcarcely  a  tenth  part  re- 
mains.   The  fourth  hath  not  fufFered  fo  efTentially,  though 
the  blank  is  too  perfpicuous  not  to  be  obferved.     At  the 
fame  time,  it  is  certain,  that  the  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in 
1755  is  dated  only  at  502  fouls,  confequently  there  is  a 
difference  of  55  in  favour  of  the  population  at  prefent. 
The  numbers  and  ages,  as  taken  in  1791,  are : 


Under  12, 

MS 

Of  the  above, 

From  12  to  15, 

l9 

Batchelors  who  keep  houfe,  4 

15  to  20, 

34 

Widowers, 

4 

20  to  30, 

81 

Widows, 

7 

30  to  40, 

133 

Farmers, 

x6 

40  to  60, 

9° 

Pendiclers, 

10 

60  to  70, 

37 

Smiths, 

4 

70  to  80, 

14 

Wrights, 

4 

80  to  90, 

4 

Weavers, 

4 

— 

Clothier, 

1 

Total, 

557 

Egglers, 

2 

Families, 

104 

4 

Abstract 
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Abstract  of  Biiths,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 


Years. 

Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

1784, 

»3 

6 

5 

»7«5> 

7 

4 

5 

1786, 

10 

9 

3 

«7*7> 

10 

7 

1 

1788, 

9 

7 

8 

1789, 

»4 

3 

8 

1790, 

*3 

2 

6 

»79»> 

12 

5 

9 

>79*» 

*7 

6 

5* 

Stipend,  School,  Poor,  &c— The  church  was  built  in  the 
1658,  and  has  undergone  many  repairs :  at  prefcnt  it  is 
both  neat  and  warm.  The  manfe  was  built  in  the  1767, 
and  was  repaired  in  the  1791,  the  year  after  the  prefcnt 
incumbent  was  admitted.  It  is  delightfully  Gtuated ;  and  if 
an  extenfive  view  of  the  adjacent  country,  Mr.  Scott's  plea- 
furc-ground,  and  the  windings  of  the  Tweed,  could  com- 
penfate  for  dampnefs,  execrable  archite&ure,  and  diftance 
from  the  church,  might  be  faid  to  be  very  comfortable.  The 
ftipend  was  augmented  10I.  in  the  1776,  and  is  at  prefent 
32  bolls  barley,  Linlithgow  meafure,  48  bolls  meal,  460 1. 
Scotch  in  money,  communion  elements  included,  with  a 
glebe  of  14  Englifh  acres,  and  a  garden  half  an  Englift 
acre.  There  is  a  fchool,  with  a  falary  of  81.  6  s.  8d.,  be- 
fides  a  dwelling-houfe  and  garden.    The  number  of  fcho- 

lars, 

*  Climate  and  Dtfra/et .— The  air  is  Jharp  and  clear,  and  coufequenlly 
Hot  inimical  to  health.  Agues,  before  the  lands  were  enclofed  and  drain, 
ed,  were  very  prevalent ;  the  raoft  common  difcafes  now  are,  confump- 
tions,  (low  fevers,  rheumatifm,  djfenteries,  fcrofula,  fitc.  Meafles,  fmall 
pox,  and  chincongh,  fometimes  make  their  appearance,  but  are  feldom 
mrj  fatal. 
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lars,  throughout  the  year,  may  be  from  30  to  40.— Poor's 
rates  were  eftablUhed  in  the  17719  and  are  nearly  21I.  a- 
year  ;  which,  with' the  average  annual  colle&ions  ill*,  is 
generally  fufficient.  The  heritors,  however,  by  no  means 
tcftri£k  themfelves  to  this,  but  cheerfully  aflefs  themfelves 
to  the  full  amount  of  what  the  minifter  and  feffion  deem 
necefiary.  The  landlords  and  tenants  pay  in  equal  pro- 
portions ;  and  though  the  latter  are  not  confulted  when 
the  afleflment  is  made,  they  have  never  been  known  to 
grudge  their  {hare. 

Fi/beries<—* There  are  no  rivers  in  the  parifli,  but  the 
Tweed,  forming  the  fouthern  boundary ;  there  are  3  incon- 
fiderable  falmon  fifheries,  which  together  may  amount  to 
20I.  or  25 1.  a-year.    They  might  unqueftionably  be  greatly 
improved,  were  the  mode  of  fifhing  altered*    The  proprie- 
tors, however,  have  never  as  yet  bellowed  any  attention 
on  this  objett ;   and  confequendy  the  fifliers  follow  the 
practice  of  their  forefathers,  angling,  fetting  {mall  nets  in 
cairns,  when  the  river  is  in  flood,  and  killing  them  with 
lifters,  when  the  river  is  fmall  and  the  evening  ferene; 
and  this  they  call  burning  the  water,  becaufe  they  are  ob- 
liged to  carry  a  lighted  torch  in  the  boat.    Long  nets, 
fuch  as  are  ufed  near  to  Berwick,  and  upon  the  Tay  and 
Tummel  in  the  N.,  might  certainly  be  employed  in  many 
places  with  great  fafety  and  advantage. 

Proprietors  and  Rent. — There  are  5  heritors,  all  of  whom 
have  dwelling-houfes  in  the  parifli.  The  valued  rent  is 
5675I.  ios.  6d.  Scotch. :  real  rent  about  2400!.  Sterling. 

Minerals. — There  is  an  inexhauftible  ftorc  of  free- 
ftone  all  along  the  banks  of  the  Tweed ;  but  one  quarry 

only, 
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only,  the  property  of  Lord  Buchan,  has  been  wrought  for 
feveral  years.  The  (tone  is  of  a  reddifli  colour,  very  du- 
rable, and  will  admit  of  the  fined  polifh. 

Antiquity — The  abbey  of  Dryburgh,  fo  much  admired 
by  travellers,  lies  in  the  S.  W.  corner  of  this  parifli  ;  bet 
as  an  account  of  it,  written  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  the 
Earl  of  Buchan,  is  publiihed  in  Grofe's  Antiquities,  it  is 
needlefs  to  be  very  minute.  The  only  tiling  which  de- 
fends our  notice  is,  that  his  Lordfliip,  while  he  has  dis- 
played much  tafte,  and  expended  a  great  deal  of  money  in 
digging  up  a  variety  of  (tones  of  curious  fculpture,  and 
placing  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  gratify  and  attract 
the  eye  of  the  vifitor,  has  certainly,  in  fome  refpeds,  lef- 
fened  that  veneration  which  fo  ancient  an  edifice  is  apt  to 
infpire. 

Chara&er  and  Manners*— The  inhabitants  in  general  are 
remarkably  induftrious,  fober,  and  contented.  From  time 
immemorial,  they  have  been  diftinguiihed  for  their  mode- 
ration, both  in  civil  and  rcligbus  matters ;  and  no  inltance 
has  been  known  of  any  being  guilty  of  thofe  enormous 
crimes  which  are  the  fin  and  reproach  of  a  nation. 

DiJ advantages. — Though  moft  of  the  neceflaries  of  life 
are  produced  in  the  parifli,  hardly  any  of  them  are  fold  in  it* 
Even  meal,  in  fmall  quantities,  can  only  be  procured  from 
neighbouring  mills,  there  being  none  here  :  An  inconve- 
nience, however,  which  will  be  of  (hort  duration,  as  a 
mill  is  now  building  in  the  moft  centrical  fituation  in  the 
parifli.  Butcher  meat  cannot  be  obtained  without  fend- 
ing to  Kelfo,  Jedburgh,  or  Melrofe,  the  neareft  of  which 
is  6  miles.    There  are  few  houfehold  articles,  but  what 

muft 
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tnuft  be  brought  from  fome  other  quarter.  The  roads,  for 
5  months  in  the  year,  are  extremely  bad  :  An  evil,  how- 
ever, which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be  corre&ed.  The' 
diftance  from  coal  and  lime  is  a  hardihip  feverely  felt, 
both  of  which  muft  be  driven  at  the  diftance  of  26  miles* 
"Want  of  carriers  is  another  inconvenience  5  every  perfon 
being  obliged  to  fend  on  pturpofe  for  Che  moll  trivial  ar- 
ticles. 
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NUMBER     XXXVL 


PARISH    OF    RESCOBIE. 

(COONTY  AND  PRESBYTERY  OF  FORFAR*  SYNOD  OF  A-HCt! 
AND  MEARNS.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Wright. 


Name,  Extent,  Lakes,  Climate,  &c. 

TH  E  name  is  of  uncertain  origin,  and  its  etymology 
fo  doubtful,  that  the  writer  has  not  been  able  to 
learn,  and  therefore  cannot  fay  whether  it  be  Latin,  Gae- 
lic, Celtic,  &c. ;  but  it  is  applied  to  denote  a  certain  (fit 
trift  of  country  called  a  Parifli  ;  and,  like  moft  loca 
names,  has  probably  been  framed  at  firft  from  fomc  real 
or  fuppofed  affinity  to  the  fituation. — The  figure  of  tie 
parifli  is  irregular,  but  the  contents  may  be  about  16  or 
1 8  fquare  miles,  moftly  in  cultivation,  with  fome  thnving 
fir  plantations,  and  very  little  wafte  ground.  It  nas  n0 
river  nor  confiderable  ftream,  but  yet  is  fufficiently  **tet' 
cd  for  domeftick  and  agricultural  purpofes ;  and  paTticu- 
larly,  it  is  interfered  by  the  loch  of  Refcobie,  which  is 
a  mile  long,  waihed  by  the  loch  of  Balgavies,  in  the  pa- 
rifli of  Abcrlemno,  on  the  N.  and  E.,  and  was  fo  o*1  *c 

S.  and  W.  by  the  loch  of  Reftcnnct,  in  die  parifli  of  F°r- 

fay 
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far;  but  lately  this  laft  mentioned  loch  was  taken  off  by 
a  drain,  a  project  which  at  firft  was  by  many  thought 
rather  problematical  $  but  the  fuccefs  has  afforded  ample 
j  udification,  by  affording  fpeedy  indemnification,  together 
with  the  permanent  iburce  of  a  very  handfome  revenue  to 
the  owner,  a  gentleman  of  celebrity  in  the  political  world, 
and  long  and  well  known  by  the  honourable  appellation 
of  a  friend  to  his  country.  Still,  however,  the  fprings  and 
rills,  which  formerly  fed  this  drained  lake,  continue  to 
difcharge  themfelves  by  the  drain  into  the  loch  of  Ref- 
cobie,  from  whence,  through  the  loch  of  Balgavies,  ifTue$ 
the  chief  branch  of  Lunan  water,  which  gives  name  to  a 
bay  on  the  German  Ocean,  into  which  it  falls  about  12 
miles  E.  from  this  kirk. 

All  thefe  lakes  abound  in  marl ;  a  manure  of  approved 
and  extenfive  ufe  in  hufbandry,  eagerly  fought  after  by 
the  induftrious  farmer ;  and  where  it  is  fkilfuily  applied, 
producing  very  great  effe£U,  being  nearly  fimilar  to  lime 
in  its  operation  on  the  foil :  but  here,  and  in  fome  other 
ftatiftical  articles,  fuch  as  hire,  wages,  &c.  the  writer 
finds  himfelf  happily  prevented  by  the  previous  accounts  of 
others. 

From  fo  many  lakes,  with  their  adjacent  marihes,  our* 
climate  may  be  fuppofed  rather  unwholefome ;  but,  in 
faft,  it  is  otherwife.  The  fituation  of  the  parifh  is  moftly 
vallicular,  lying  between  two  hills,  that  of  Dunnichen  oh 
the  S.,  and  of  Turin  on  the  N.,  which  rife  about  600  feet 
above  the  lakes,  and,  running  parallel,  form  a  kind  of 
fpout  or  fucker,  which  frequently  occafions  a  ftrong  cur- 
rent in  the  atmofphere  that  purifies  it,  and,  thus  render- 
ing the  air  falubrious,  keeps  the  inhabitants  healthy.  And 
hence,  inftances  of  longevity,  equal  to  that  of  any  other 
country  :  a  woman  died  here,  this  winter,  at  the  very  ad- 
4  F  2  vanced 
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vanced  age,  as  is  {aid,  of  104,  and  we  have  tiring  ib- 
ftances  upwards  of  80  and  90  ;  our  people  are  not  liable 
to  frequent  ficknefe,  nor  have  we  any  local  or  peculiar 
maladies. 


Soil  and  Agriculture. — The  (oil  is  various ;  part  of  it  rick 
and  fertile,  -part  of  it  poor  and  barren ;  but  Nature  has 
furnHhed  the  thrifty  farmer  with  a  ready  and  effectual 
remedy  for  the  poverty  of  the  foil,  and  the  worft  may  be, 
and  is  made  productive  by  the  due  application  of  marl 
In  confequence,  the  value  of  land  is  much  increafed  ;  the 
new  farmer  does  not  boggle  at  promifing  double  or  triple 
the  former  rent,  and  it  is  the  laird's  bufinefe  to  look  to  the 
payment.     And  though,  from  want  both  of  means  and 
(kill  in  adventurers,  failures  may  fbmetimes  happen,  this 
docs  not  difcourage  others  from  ftepping  forward  even,  on 
higher  terms ;  fo  that,  in  general,  farming  is  a  profitable 
employment,  and  the  people  are  fubftantial  and  in  eafy 
circumftances,  the  effeffc  as  well  as  the  reward  of  diligence 
and  indiiftry,  in  an  improved  fyftem  o£  management,  a- 
greeably  to  the  old  obfervation,  "  The  hand  of  the  dili- 
gent maketh  rich/'     And  indeed  the  genius  of  the  country 
at  large,  encouraged  by  an  increafed  produft  and  ready 
markets,  "  blefledhoth  in  their  bafket  and  ftore,"  is  ftrong- 
ly  bent  to  agricultural  improvement,  on  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  the  New  Board  of  Agriculture  will  foon  flied  its 
friendly  influence.    This  is  one  of  the  happieft  dire&ions 
which  the  genius  of  a  country  or  people  can  take :  it  oc- 
cupies their  talents,  and  time  ufefully  and  laudably,  and, 
affording  ample  fc6pe  for  their  fchemes  and  fancies,  pre- 
vents them  from  running  wild,  and  takes  them  off"  from 
thofe  jars  and  controverfics,  whether  of  politicks  or  icli- 
5  P°% 
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jgton,  'Which  always  have  been,  and  ever  mufl  be,  more 
pernicious  than  ferriceable  to  fociety. 

The  kinds  of  grain  in  ufe  are  oats  and  bear,  moftly  bar- 
Icy,  fome  peafe,  and  a  little  wheat  here  and  there,  with  a 
large  proportion  in  (own  grafs :  Hence  corn  and  cattle  axe 
the  ftaple  articles  of  our  produ&,  there  being  very  few 
iheep.  The  cultivation  of  lint  is  alfo  in  pra£tice,  and  ge- 
nerally fucceeds  well.  On  the  article  of  culture,  I  have 
to  add  with  pleafure,  that 

Intellectual  improvement  proceeds   apace :    About   16 
years  ago,  in  the  courfe  of  vifiting  the  parifh,  there  were 
found  3  people  who  could  not  read,  and  weire  become  too 
old  to  learn ;  at  prefent,  it  is  not  known  if  there  be  any 
of  th£  natives  of  this  description  :    Children  are  fent  early 
in  life  to  fchool,  where  they  learn  to  read,  and  may  ac- 
quire fuch  other  ^ranches  as  they  are  capable  of  and  ap- 
ply to :  their  proficiency  is  often  very  confidcrable ;  and 
this  early  tuition  will  happily  be  both  ufeful  and  orna-j 
mental  through  life.     It  is  therefore  to  be  wifhed,  that 
they  who  have  it  in  their  power  wpuld  take  into  their  fe- 
vious  confideration,  the  clamant  cafe  of  parifh  fchoolmaf- 
fers,  whofe  prefent  fcanty  provifion  is  by  no  means  ade- 
quate to  the  exigencies  of  their  condition,  or  to  the  im-r 
portance,  toil,  and  labour  of  their  office. 

Population.— There  are  no  nobility,  but  fcveral  lairds, 
reQdent  in  the  parifh  ;  and  there  are  8  heritors  :  The  in- 
habitants, all  ages,  art  about  934.  The  return  to  Dr, 
Webfter  was  798  *.  Unlefs  in  very  favourable  and  en- 
couraging circumftances,  our  marriages  feldom  come  up 
to  a  dozen  -a-year  ;  and  births,  at  an  average,  do  not  ex- 
ceed 

*  An  evidence,  that  indoftry  is  friendly  to  population. 
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cced  30 :  There  being  no  regifter  of  deaths,  their  number 
is  not  exa&ly  known. 

Drefs,  Manners*  &c— Our  people  are  ufually  decent  m 
their  drefs,  fomctimes  fiiowy ;  and  in  a  holiday  fuit,  c- 
mulous  of  their  betters*     In  their  converfatkm,  fcnfibk  ; 
in  their  manners,  difcreet  and  humane ;  in  their  various 
employments,  diligent  and  induftrious  (the  fpirit  of  in- 
duftry  not  being  confined  to  farming) ;  and  to  their  praifc, 
k  mould  be  known,  that  in  thefe  times  of  alarm  and  danger, 
their  conduit  is  quiet,  peaceable,  and  loyal :  in  religion, 
ferious,  fober,  moderate,  charitable,  fympathiflng,   obfer- 
▼ant  of  religious  ordinances ;  and  chiefly  of  the  Prefbyte- 
rian  perfuafion.    The  parifh  church  is  the  only  place  of 
worfhip  in  our  bounds ;  but  we  have  fomeEpifcopalians,  and 
a  few  Seceders.     As  to  the  Epifcopalians,  they  are  £3  pre- 
Talent  and  powerful  be-fouth  the  Tweed,  it  would  hardly 
be  fafe,  even  at  this  diftance,  to  fay  tliat  they  can  err; 
and  as  to  the  Seceders,  poor  folk !  they  are  fo  few  and 
fmall  be-north  the  Tay,  it  might  be  reckoned  an  illiberal 
attack  on  weaknefs,  were  any  attempt  made  to  expofe  their 
errors,  nor  is  this  the  place  :    But  let  it  not  offend  them, 
if  it  be  obferved,  that  their  diftinguifhing  marks  arc  not 
very  ornamental,  nor  their  proper  peculiarities  extremely 
praif<?-worthy  *, 

Peer. 

*  So  that  I  cannot  adopt  the  fentiment  of  one  of  the  Statiflical  Wri- 
ters, vix.  That  ••  the  exiftence  of  Seceders,  and  of  Seceding  meeting. 
"  houfes,  has  perhaps  no  bad  effect  upon  the  manners  and  fentiments  cf 
"  the  people ;  that  they  are  in  fome  degree  fpies  and  checks  upon  the 
"  members  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church  ;  and  the  difcourfes  of  their  clergy 
•'  are  often  adapted,  with  fingular  felicity,  to  the  capacity  and  the  pre- 
**  judices  of  the  lead  enlightened  clafles  in  the  community/' 

Their  manners,  as  they  are  feen  in  fowing  ftrifc  and  divifion ;  their 
fpy-office,  as  it  is  glaringly  invidious ;  and  their  fentiments,  as  they  are 

notoriouily 
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Po6f*~Q$c~p0or  roll  varies  from  4  or  5  to  10  and  up*' 

wards  j  and  among  thefe  is  diftributed  annually  17I.  or  18L, 

arifing  from  the  kirk  colle&ioiis,  and  the  ihtereft  of  a  {mall 

fum  in  the  management  of  the  feflion,  our  only  funds  for 

poor  :  and  {hould  thefe  become  infuflicient,  recourfe  mull 

be  had  on  the  heritors,  who  are  laid  to  be  liable  in  the 

lad  reform    Luckily,  we  do  not  feel  our  own  poor  very 

burdenfomej  but  we  are  opprefied  with  wanderers:   I 

have  known  2  dozen  of  them  before  12  o'clock ;  and  laft 

fummer,  near  twofcore  of  them  called  in  the  courfe  of 

pne  day.    It  was,  indeed,  a  hard  time ;  and  k  would  be  a 

hard,  nay,  a  bad  thing,  to  fend  them  hungry  away :  for 

though  many  of  them  be  extremely  worthlefs,  molt  of 

them  are  extremely  indigent,  and  they  muft  not  be  caft 

out  to  perifli :    u  Whofo  ftoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of 

the  poor,  he  alfo  {hall  cry  himfelf,  and  {hall  not  be  heard/9 

—It  is  to  be  wifhed,  rather  than  expefted,  that  fome  ge* 

peral  plan,  of  fuch  efficacious  benevolence  as  would  pre- 

vent 


notorioufly  feUHh  and  uncharitable,  can  have  no  good  etfeft  upon  any 
people ;  and  m  to  the  difcourfes  of  their  clergy,  they  are  ufually  calcu- 
lated to  '<  darken  counfel  by  words  without  wiGdom,"  rather  to  increafe 
darknefs  than  diftufe  light;  to  encourage  and  foiter  errors  and  unchrif- 
tian  prejudices,  rather  than  to  correct  and  remove  them.— There  is  an- 
other Church  Writer  of  wide  fame,  whofe  fentiments  feem  more  fuitable 
to  this  cafe :  "  It  is,  no  doubt,  highly  convenient  for  perfons,  who  do 
**  not  pretend  to  a  rigid  obfervance  of  the  duties  of  religion  and  morality, 
"  to  have  fpiritual  guides,  who  diminifh  the  guilt  of  tranfgreflion,  dif- 
11  guife  the  deformity  of  vice,  let  loofe  the  reins  to  all  the  paffioni,  nay, 
"  even  nourifh  them  by  their  diflblute  prrccpt?,  and  render  the  way  to 
•'  heaven  as  eafy,  as  agreeable,  and  as  fmooth  as  is  poflible."  But  what 
now  is  to  be  done  ?  Nothing ;  but— let  alone.  M  Every  plant,  not  du 
"  vioely  planted,  fliall  in  due  time  be  plucked  up."  Whenever  the  de- 
luded people  (hall  come  to  have  the  ufe  of  their  fenfes,  in  thefe  as  in 
other  matters,  Secederifjoa,  like  French  nobility,  will  then  become  u- 
itvant* 
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vent  ftrolling,  not  by  hard  reftridiotis,  but  by  making  ~ 
needlsfs,  were  eftabiifhed  in  the  country;  and  till  this  be 
done,  we  muft  be  doing.  Perth  ufually  furnifhes  out  : 
pretty  large  quota ;  but  there  is  no  place  fends  forth  fad: 
legions  of  thofe  itinerants,  as  Aberdeen,  meaning  the 
County  as  well  as  the  town  of  that  name.  The  county  is 
extenfive,  fertile,  and  populous;  the  town  commercial  and 
opulent :  What  harm  would  there  be  hi  giving  Aberdeen 
a  hint,  that  it  would  be  both  creditable  and  recommend- 
able  in  them,  to  take  meafures,  as  they  ought,  to  provide 
for  their  own  poor  at  home,  rather  than  fet  them  off,  like 
a  flight  of  locufts,  to  prey  upon  their  neighbours,  who  arc 
under  no  local  obligation  to  receive  or  relieve  them  f 

Rent,  Stipend,  &c — The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is 
2708 1.  Scotch.  Lord  Strathmore  is  patron.  We  have  a 
good  fchool-houfe,  with  dwelling-houfe  and  garden  for 
the  mailer,  and  tool.  Scotch  of  falary.— The  farmers  of 
the  parifh  give,  befides  board,  from  81.  to  12L  Sterling  a- 
year  to  their  ploughmen.— The  manfe  is  in  tolerable  re- 
pair, and  the  offices  good,  being  lately  built,  and  covered 
with  flate.  The  ftipend  confifts  of  43 1.  money,  50  boll* 
1 1  pecks  meal,  and  24  bolls  of  bear.  There  was  a  fmall 
augmentation  got,  with  the  good"  will  of  the  Heritors,  a- 
bout  8  years  ago  ;  and  there  yet  remains  a  good  ftock  of 
unexhaufted  teinds.  The  glebe  meafures  about  7  acres. 
It  would  contribute  much  to  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  the  country  clergy,  if,  inftead  of  fuch  a  trifling,  pitiful 
fpot  of  ground,  glebes  were  enlarged  to  at  leaft  20  acres  \ 
and  if,  in  giving  augmentations,  a  few  acres  of  land  could 
be  added  to  the  glebe,  rather  than  as  many  pounds  to  the 
ftipend,  it  would  be  found  a  beneficial  exchange.  The 
patrons  of  the  new  bill  in  favour  of  the  clergy  (with  fub^. 

million) 
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million)  fhould  keep  this  imtheir  eye*.  The  church  is 
pretty  well  as  to  the  fabrick,  but  not  large  enough  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  parifliioners,  being  only  50  by  20 
feet  within  the  walls,  and  not  well  feafed.  The  pre- 
fent  incumbent  ferved  the  cure  about  2i  years,  from  17th 
April  1774,  as  affiftant  to  his  predeceflbr,  Mr.  William 
M*Keay ;  after  whofe  deceafe  he  received,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  whole  community,  heritors  and  parifliioners^ 
chiefly  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Hunter  of  Burnfide*  a 
prefentation  to  the  vacant  charge. 

In  confequence  of  this  prefentation,  the  prefentee  wag 
inftalled  on  the  3d  of  April  1777,  and  is  dill  a  bachelor. 
Bachelorifm  is  furely  a  pitiable,  comfortlefs  condition  *  ; 
but  unlefs  the  Court  of  Teinds  (it  is  faid,  to  their  praife, 
they  are  favourably  difpofed  at  prefent ;  a  rare  thing !) 
fliall  vouchfafe  to  deliver  us  from  it,  without  the  aid  of  a 
fope's  bull,  it  mud  foon  become  more  frequent. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervatious.—lxi  a  furvcy  of  this  fort,  there 
$s  a  circumilance  that  deferves  to  be  particularly  men- 
tioned, as  it  contributes  not  a  little  to  health  and  comfort  \ 
the  dwelling-houfes  are  much  better  and  more  commo- 
dious, and  neater  and  cleaner  kept  than  formerly :  even 
the  cattle  are  now  better  lodged,  than  the  people  were, 
wont  to  be.  This  is  a  mod  fenfible  improvement ;  and. 
befides  giving  an  agreeable  afpeft  to  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try, is  no  bad  prognoftick  of  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants* 
As  to  people,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  cleanlinefs  and 
good  air  are  to  be  ranked  among  the  neceflaries  of  life  * 
and  as  to  cattle,  they  will  be  found  always  to  thrive  belt 
in  free  and  pure  air,  and  nothing  can  hurt  them  more 
than  to  pen  them  up  in  narrow  hampered  booths,  where 

Vol.  XIV.  4  G  die 

•  And  they  that  *x%  iu,  would  fain  •«  out  on't. 
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the  air  foon  becomes  foul  and  naufeous :  hence  often 
(hades  are,  in  fome  cafes,  preferable  to  clofe  (tails  ;  and 
the  larger  the  ftalls*  the  purer  will  be  the  air,  and  the  cat- 
tle in  better  condition.  It  mud  be  acknowledged,  that 
our  fituatton  invites  to  thefe  improvements,  as  the  neigh- 
bourhood abounds  in  excellent  materials,  efpecially  the 
hills  of  Turin  and  Prtfcandbc  (this  lift  is  a  continuation 
of  the  other  on  the  W.  end),  which  contain  inexhauftihk: 
(lores  of  done  of  various,  kinds,  and  of  every  dimenfion  fit 
for  ufe ;  and  where  there  are  quarries  now  working,  afto- 
nifhing  to  look  at,  and  affording  ample  fubjed  of  con- 
templation and  anvufement  to  the  naturalift  and  Tntuoic* 
Gentlemen  of  this  caft  would  fometimes  deign  to  come 
and  fee,  if  they  knew  what  is  to  be  feen.  Befides  the  dis- 
coveries to  be  made  in  the  bowels  of  thefe  hills,  the  ftu- 
penduous  rocks  that  rife  upon  them,  in  proud  contempt 
of  human  productions,  may  well  be  tiewed  as  natural 
prodigies,  and  mud  ftrike  with  amazement  the  eye  of  the 
ftrangcr. 

There  is  nothing  obfervable  in  the  way  of  antiquity, 
unlefs  a  ruin  on  the  top  of  Turin-hill  may  be  confidered 
in  that  light.  It  has  evidently  been  anciently  a  ftrong 
hold,  or  place  of  defence,  confiding  of  various  extenfire 
contiguous  buildings,  with  a  circular  citadel  of  about  40 
yards  in  diameter.  The  fituation  has  been  well  ehofen, 
being  fecured  by  an  impregnable  rock  in  front,  much  like 
the  face  of  Salifbury  Craigs,  and  of  difficult  accefs  all  a- 
xound.  It  is  now  called  Kemp  or  Camp  Caftle.  Alfo,  in 
the  E.  end  of  the  parifh,  on  the  eftate  of  Balmadies,  there 
is  a  chapcl-yard  or  burying-ground,  in  which  it  would 
feem  no  grave  has  been  opened  a  fecond  time ;  and  the 
tomb  (tones  axe  fo  depofited,  that  a  family  hiftory  might 
be  collected  from  them  for  a  long  period  back :  There  are 

particularly 
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particularly  2  large  heacUftones,  with  7  or  8  fmall  ones, 
{landing  in  a  right  line  at  the  head  of  fo  many  parallel 
graves,  which  are  faid  to  contain  the  allies  of  the  parents 
and  their  children.  At  or  near  this  cemetery,  there  has 
probably  been  a  chapel  or  place  of  worfliip  ;  but  all  tradi- 
tion concerning  it  h  loft. 

We  have  no  uncommon   migratory  birds ;    and  it  is 
doubtful,  whether  all  birds,  ufually  reckoned  of  this  clafs, 
do  really  belong  to  it.     The  ground  of  this  doubt  well 
appears,   from  the   following  obfervations  refpefting  the 
fwallow :    Owing  to  a  hint  given  me  by  a  neighbour,  I 
have  been,  for  fome  feafons,  pretty  attentive  to  the  firft 
appearance  of  this  bird  ;  but  not  accurate  enough  to  mark 
the  dates,  till  laft  fpring,  when,  on  the  2d  of  May  1793, 
I  faw  them,  for  the  firft  time,  pretty  early  in  the  morning, 
in  confiderable  numbers  on  the  loch  (about  18  yards  from 
the  bottom  of  the  garden),  from  which  they  feemed  to 
be  juft  then  hvthe  procefs  of  emerging  ;  though,  as  there 
was  fome  rippling  on  the  water,  it  was  difficult  to  difcern 
the  breaking  of  the  furface  y  but  the  obferver  is  pofitive, 
they  juft  then  arofe  from  the  lake,  and  therefore  muft 
have  lodged  or  lain  fomehow  at  the  bottom,  fince  the  time 
of  their  difappearing  laft  year.    The  weather,  all  day,  con* 
tinued  as  it  began  in  the  morning,  moderate,  with  an  eafy 
breeze  from  S.  W. ;  and  the  fwallows,  fometimes'  in  bo* 
dies,    fometimes  in  detachments,    enjoyed  themfelves  in 
lkimming  along  the  furface,  or  fearing  aloft  in  the  air,  or 
fluttering  about  the  fhores,  but  went  very  little  way  off 
the  water  till  evening,  when  they  collected  over  the  lake, 
and  difappeared  within   obfcrvation.     "With  anxious  ex- 
pectation, they  were  looked  next  morning,  and  all  day 
through,  but  no  appearance  of  them,  nor  for  fevcral  days 
following  j  and,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their 
4  G  a  defcending 
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defcending  into  their  lodgings  at  the  bottom,  having,  from 
that  day's  experiment,  felt  or  judged  the  air  not  fufficient- 
Jy  encouraging  for  them  to  live  in.     Nor  were  they  feen 
till  the  nth  of  May,  when  they  were  again  obferved  in 
the  procefs  of  emerging  from  the  lake,  and  continued 
playing  their  gambols,  and  fluttering  about  the  fliores  of 
it,  till  evening,  when  they  difappeared  as  formerly,  and 
were  feen  no  more  till  the  morning  of  the  21ft  of  May, 
when  the  manner  of  their  appearing  was  exa&ly  the  fame 
as  before  mentioned.     This  laft  experiment  fucceeded; 
they  felt,  it  (hould  feem,  the  temperature  of  the  air  en- 
couraging, and  in  a  few  days  began  to  prepare  their  fum- 
jner  dwellings.    They  have  been  known,  fome  feafons,  to 
{how  themfelves  fooner  than  laft  year ;  and  to  go  away 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight :  but  till  laft  fummer,  when,  it 
may  be  remembered,  there  was  fome  very  cold,  (harp, 
piercing  weather,  the  narrator  never  obferved  them  to  dif- 
appear  twice  after  their  firft  coming  :  And  he  is  now  fully 
fatisfied,  that  the  fwallow,  inftead  of  being  clafled  with 
birds  of  paflage,  (hould  be  enrolled  among  the  fleepers. 
But  if  any  reader's  fecpticifm  (hall  fufpend  his  belief  of 
this  narrative,  let  him  confider,  it  is  no  theory,  but  matter 
of  faft,  which  is  here  narrated :    And  the  reporter  muft 
be  excufed  for  thinking  it  clearly  dccifive  of  a  queftion  in 
the  natural  hiftory  of  this  bird.     If  future  obfervation  (hall 
afford  fufficient  reafon  for  palinoding,  it  fhall  be  candidly 
flpne. 


NUMBER 
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PARISH   OF  CLACKMANNAN. 

(County  of  Clackmannan,  Synod  of  Perth  an» 
Stirling,  Presbytery  of  Stirling.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Moodie. 


Name,  Extent,  and  Surface* 

CLACKMANNAN,  fignifies  the  Kirk  Town,  or  vil- 
lage of  Annan ;  from  a  well  known  Gaelic  word, 
and  Annand,  the  original  name  of  the  family  of  Annan- 
dale,  In  the  beginning  of  the  12th  century,  one  of  the 
firft  of  the  Bruces  who  fettled  in  Scotland  married  Agnes 
Annand,  heir  to  the  Lordihip  of  Annandale ;  and  foon 
after  that  period,  the  Bruces  were  in  pofleflion  of  Clack- 
mannan :  fo  that  there  is  little  doubt  of  this  being  the 
origin  of  the  name. — This  parifli  is  of  a  very  irregular 
form.  It  extends  from  S.  \V\  to  N.  E.  nearly  6  miles, 
and  about  j  miles  from  S.  £.  to  N.  W.  At  one  place, 
however,  it  is  not  above  2  miles  in  breadth :  and  a  dif- 
tri£t  of  about  1300  acres  of  it,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  is  dif- 
joined  from  the  reft  of  the  parifti  by  a  part  of  the  pa- 
rifli of  Alloa,  of  about  2  furlongs  in  breadth,  which  joint 

the 
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the  parifli  of  Tillicoultry. — There  are  no  hills  in  the  pa. 
rifli :  the  ground,  however,  is  very  much  varied ;  but  noa: 
of  it  fo  fteep  as  to  interrupt  the  purpofes  of  agriculture. 

Villages. — Clackmannan  is  the  head  town  of  the  counn. 
It  is  beautifully  Gtuated  on  an  eminence,  gently  rifc- 
out  of  a  plain,  from  E.  to  W.,  to  the  height  of  19* 
feet,  above  the  level  of  the  river  Forth.  On  each  fid? 
of  the  village,  the  ground  has  a  gradual  defcent  ;  but  is 
more  bold  and  rapid  from  the  W.  end,  where  the  ok' 
tower  of  Clackmannan  is  placed.— The  fcenery,  behdd 
from  this  tower,  is  uncommonly  pi&urefque  and  beauti- 
ful ;  and  has  been  veiwed  with  admiration  by  every  tra- 
veller of  tafte.  The  whole  country  around  forms,  as  ir 
were,  one  grand  amphitheatre,  where  all  the  objects  ait 
diftin&ly  feen,  yet  not  fo  near,  as  to  difguft  the  eye- 
They  are,  at  the  fame  time,  infinitely  varied.  Beyond 
the  town  of  Stirling,  9  miles  to  the  W.,  the  high  moun- 
tains of  Ben-More,  Ben-Lady,  and  Ben-Lomond,  arc  feen 
at  the  diftance  of  20  miles,  raifing  their  romanuck  tops 
above  the  clouds.  From  the  bold  fcenery  of  the  town  and 
caftlc  of  Stirling,  and  the  high  jutting,  rugged  rocks  a- 
round  it,  the  river  Forth  defcend?  through  a  valley  of  fe- 
veral  icco  acres  of  the  richeft  carfe  land  $  fometimes  fplit* 
ting  afunder,  and  forming,  here  and  there,  fmall  beauti- 
ful iflands,  which  are  always  green.  The  fields,  on  eve- 
ry fide  of  it,  exhibit,  in  time  of  harveft,  the  moft  lux- 
uriant, variegated,  profpe&,  which  the  eye  can  behold. 
The  various  windings  of  the  river  are,  at  thfc  fame  time, 
diverfified  in  every  poflibility  of  ferpentine  form,  that  can 
add  the  moft  exquifite  beauty  to  the  furrounding  fcenery. 
It  pafies  by  the  village  of  Clackmannan,  at  the  diftance  of 
an  Englifh  mile  to  the  S.,  where  it  is  a  mile  in  breadth. 

Three 
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Three  miles  below,  it  fpreads  out,  and  forms  the  appear- 
ance of  an  extenfive  inland  lake,  about  30  miles  in  cir- 
cumference ;  having,  on  its  different  fides,  the  villages, 
harbews,  and  numerous  (hipping  of  Kincardine,  Borrot- 
tounneCs  and  Grangemouth.     Ships  of  various  burdens 
are  perpetually  palling,  in  full  fail  up  and  down  the  river  > 
while  its  banks  are  adorned  by  the  feats  and  wooded  plea* 
fure-grounds  of  the  feveral   noblemen   and  gentlemen  } 
fome  of  which  are  laid  out  with  much  elegance  and  tafte. 
On  the  N.  fide  of  the  village  of  Clackmannan,  a  fmafi 
beautiful  river  uTues  from  a  deep  glen,  or  hollow,  (haded 
with  large  trees  overhanging  ks  banks  ;  and,  bending  for 
a  (hort  fpace  through  a  verdant  plain,  it  enters  again  a 
thick  wood,  which  reaches  within  200  yards  of  the  tower, 
and  which  the  river  disjoins  from  the  wood  of  Alloa,  and 
the  excenfive  pteafure-grounds  laid  out  by  the  late  Earl  of 
Mar  :  at  die  W.  end  of  which,  at  the  diftance  of  2  miles 
from  Clackmannan,  is  fituated  the  village  and  tower  of 
Alloa,  with  the  harbour  and  (hipping. 

The  view  towards  the  N.  is  bounded,  at  the  diftance  of 
4  miles,  by  the  extenfive  range  of  the  high  Ochil  moun- 
tains, interfered  here  and  there  by  deep  hollow  glens ; 
in  one  of  which,  on  a  kind  of  promontory,  with  a  deep 
ravine  on  every  fide,  (lands  the  ruins  of  Caftle  Campbell, 
famous  for  being  the  original  feat  of  the  family  of  Argyll. 
Thefe  monntain3  are  covered  with  perpetual  verdure,  and 
form  a  fecure  barrier  againft,the  violence  of  the  northern 
biaft.  They  not  only  add  a  high  degree  of  beauty  and 
grandeur  to  the  furrounding  fcenery  j  they  alfo  fuggeft  to 
the  mind  the  idea  of  fomething  more  ufeful  and  more 
valuable,  from  the  rich  filver  mines  lately  difcovered  in* 
that  part  of  them,  cc/mmonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Alva  Hill*.    From  the  W.  to  the  S.  E.,  the  view  from 

Clackmannan 
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Clackmannan  is  terminated  by  the  Campfie  Hills,  and  the 
high  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Falkirk  and  Lie* 
litlrgow.  The  intermediate  country  is  all  rich  and  diver- 
sified :  a  great  part  of  it  alfo  is  claflick  ground.  Not  fir 
from  the  extenfive  Carron  iron  works,  the  Tor-wood,  fa- 
mous for  the  retreat  of  Sir  William  Wallace,  appears  in 
full  view ;  at  a  final!  diftance  from  which  is  feen  the  well 
known  field  of  Bannockburn,  the  pride  of  the  Scotch  war* 
rior. — The  bleak  and  barren  track  of  land,  bounded  by 
the  Saline  hills,  to  the  E.  and  N.  E.,  interfperfed  here  and 
there  with  frefh  M'ater  lakes,  and  fome  very  thriving  pten- 
tations,  forms  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the  whole  fcene. 

The  village  of  Clackmannan  itfelf,  however,  does  by 
no  means  correfpond  with  a  fituation  fo  uncommonly 
beautiful.  Its  ftreet  is  broad  and  regular  enough  9  but 
many  of  the  houfes  are  wretched  and  mean.  In  the 
middle  of  the  ftreet,  ftands  the  tolbooth  and  conrt-houfc ; 
a  heap  of  ruins  !  and  a  nuifance  to  the  publick.  Here, 
however,  the  fheriff  fometimes  holds  his  courts  *  j  the 
county  fiars  are  annually  ftruck  here  ;  and  here  the  mem- 
bers of  parliament  for  the  county  We  been  always  defi- 
ed. 


*  The  counties  of  Clackmannan  and  Stirling  have  one  QierisMepate 
between  them  ;  and  the  mod  part  of  the  bufinefs  is  tranfacled  by  tw* 
fubftitutes^  who  have  only  very  fmall  fabrics  allowed  for  their  trouble. 
Moft  of  the  fherifT-fubititutes  in  Scotland  are  in  the  fame  fitoatioo. 
Would  it  not  be  an  object  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  legiflature,  to 
have  this  ufeful  ciafs  of  men  placed  on  a  more  independent  footing,  by 
allowing  them  falaries  more  adequate  to  the  importance  of  the  trui 
committed  to  them  ?  This  could  be  done,  either  by  a  fmall  tax  on  tbe 
{fees  of  court,  for  in  any  other  way  that  might  be  lead  oppreffive  to 
the  country.  Thp  independence  of  our  judges  is  one  of  the  greated 
bleffinjp  of  the  Britiih  conftitution.  Before  the  heritable  jurifdicticr.* 
were  abolished,  the  proprietors  of  the  citatc  of  Clackmannan  west  he* 
xitable  flieriffs  of  this  county. 
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«L  The  village  is  upon  the  eftate  of  Clackmannan,  and 
pays  feu-duty  to  the  proprietor  of  that  eftate.  It  contains 
117  houfes,  194  heads  of  families,  and  639  fouls;  281 
of  whom  are  male,  and  358  female.  It  cannot  be  faid  to 
have  any  trade :  the  artificers  which  live  in  it  are  chiefly 
employed  for  the  ufe  of  the  furrounding  country  *• 

There  is  alfo  one  other  village  in  the  parifh,  called  New- 
town Shaw,  upon  the  eftate  of  Lord  Cathcart.  It  is  in- 
creafing  very  rapidly;  and,  from  the  extenfive  iron  works 
lately  begun » by  the  Devon  Company  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood,  we  may  naturally  expert,  that,  in  a  fhort 
time,  it  will  be  in  a  very  flouriihing  ftate.  With  fuch  a 
certain  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  however,  it  is  aftonilhing  to 
fee,  how  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  form  and  regularity 
of  its  buildings. 

Climate  and  Difiafes*-— The  climate  is,  upon  the  whole, 
rather  healthy  than  otherwife.  Though,  from  its  vicinity 
to  the  furrounding  hills,  it  is  expofed  to  frequent  and 
heavy  rains,  and  the  air  thereby  Tendered  lefs-falubrious; 
yet  frequent  inftances  of  longevity  are  found  among  the 

Vojl.  XIV.  4  H  inhabit- 

*  There  ire  three  bakers  in  the  village,  and  eight  grocers,  or  Jhop- 
keepers.  It  has  always  had  a  pretty  good  inn;  bat  fcldom  has  been 
without  a  dozen  of  tippling-boofes :  a  circum (lance  not  very  favourable 
to  the  morals  of  rhe  people.  It  has  two  fairs  in  the  yrar ;  one  in  June, 
and  the  other  in  September,  called  Bartholomew's  Fair ;  where  horfes, 
black  cattle,  coarfe  linen  and  woollen  cloth,  and  all  kinds  of  hardware 
and  haberdafhery  goods  arc  expofed.  Formerly,  this  laft  was  a  great 
market  tor  wool  brought  from  the  fouth  country :  of  late  years,  however, 
very  fmall  quantities  of  that  article  have  been  brought  to  it. 

There  is  a  tambouring  fchool  lately  begun  In  the  village,  by  fome 
Glafgow  manufacturers,  in  which  about  forty  young  girls  are  taught ;  but 
it  is  difficult  ai  yet  to  fay,  whether  it  may  have  a  good  or  a  bad  effect. 
The  fame  company  have  like  wife  begun  to  teach  a  few  boys  U  weave 
with  the  fly  fliuttle. 
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inhabitants*    Ih  1 791,  one  perfon  died  at  the  age  of  95  ; 
at  ptefent,  there  is  one  man  in  die  parifh  above  90,  an- 
other 89,  and  feveral  others  near  to  that  period.     The 
fmall  pox  is  the  mod  frequent,  and  moft  fatal  epidemical 
diforder.    The  young  ate  fubjeded  to  its  ravages  every 
two  or  three  years.     In  feme  years,  it  is  more  fatal  than 
in  others.     In  1790,  almoft  one  half  of  the  children,  that 
were  fefced  with  it  in  the  village  of  Clackmannan,  died. 
Tits  is  not  to  be  wondered  at :   Confidering  the  bad  treat- 
ment, it  is  rather  aftoniihing  how  any  efcape.     As  fan 
as  the  infection  has  feized  the  child,  he  is  put  to  bed ;  a 
large  fire  is  kindled  \  he  is  fmothered  op  with  blankets, 
that  he  may  not  catch  cold ;  while,  to  haftcn  die  eruption, 
a  mixture  of  warm  milk  and  whilky  is,  from  time  to  time, 
poured  down  his  throat.     Among  many  of  the  farmers, 
however,  and  better  fort  of  the  inhabitants,  inoculation  is 
become  frequent,  and  is  pTa&ifed  with  great  fuccefs.    On- 
ly two  inftances  have  occurred  in  the  parifli,  during  the 
laft  14  years,  of  children  dying,  where  this  mode  has  been 
ufed  ;  and  even  thefe  two  initances,  it  is  laid,  were  owing 
to  the  parents  not  attending  to  the  dirc&ions  of  die  fur- 
geon.     Yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  the  prejudice  again  ft 
inoculation  is  deeply  rivetted  in  the  minds  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people.     They  look  upon  it  as  a  tempting  of 
Providence  j  and  would  confider  themfelves  as  guilty  of  a 
fpecies  of  murder,  if  the  event  fliould  prove  fatal.    There 
have  been  lome  initances  of  children  dying  by  the  meafles 
and  hooping-cough  5  but  thefe  are  not  numerous  *. 

Lola, 

*  In  1785,  after  a  very  hot  fumraer,  and  a  fudden  fall  of  rain  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  a  dyienteiv  m*dc  its  appearance,  and  raged  with  fucn 
uncommon  vu  tet.ee ,  t'  at  even  in  the  finall  village  of  Clackmannan  alone, 
upwards  of  twenty  pcrfons,  almoft  all  of  them  head*  of  families,  fell  vie 
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hakes,  Rivers,  Tides,  &c.— The  river  Forth  forms  the 
S.  boundary  of  this  parifli.  It  is  a  mile  in  breadth,  and 
of  a  depth  fufficient  for  very  large  veflels.  It  has  two 
pows  or  creeks  in  the  parifh ;  Clackmannan  pow  on  the 
W«  boundary,  and  that  of  Kennetpans  towards  the  E., 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  diftant  from  the  other :  both  of 
Which  are  in  the  diftrift  of  the  port  of  Alloa.  The  pow 
of  Clackmannan  is  formed  by  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Black  Devon*  The  mean  depth  of  water  at  the  ufual 
{hipping  place,  is  10  feet,  and  20  feet  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour.  It  was  formerly  crooked,  and  ran  out  a  confir 
derabte  way  to  the  W.  *,  but  was  made  ftreight,  and  deep- 
ened in  1772,  by  the  proprietor,  Sir  Lawrence  Dnndas. 
The  P9W  at  Kennetpans,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bruce  of  Ken- 
net,  is  much  fmaller  than  the  other,  but  capable  of  being 
greatly  enlarged.  It  has  17  feet  of  water  at  fpring  tides*: 
4Hz  The 

tims  to  it*  direful  influence.  It  was  more  fatal  in  the  village  than  in 
the  neighbourhood.  This,  perhaps,  may  have  been  owing  to  the  little 
care  that  is  taken  to  keep  the  ftreets  clean.  Before  every  door  is  a  dung- 
hill, on  which  every  fpecies  of  noifance  is  thrown,  without  the  leaft  re- 
gard to  decency  and  cleanlinefs ;  fo  that  the  infection  fpreads  with  rapid 
progrefs. 

In  1789,  a  nervous  fever,  with  very  ardent  fymptoms,  proved  fatal  to 
feveral  (tout  young  men  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifh.  Since  that  rime; 
It  has  appeared  in  other  parts,  but  with  much  lefs  violence ;  though,  in 
fome  instances,  protracted  to  a  great  length. 

•  From  many  circumftances,  It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  river  war 
much  broader  at  this  place  in  former  times,  than  it  is  at  prefent.  A  vil- 
lage, called  Ferry  town,  at  the  distance  of  five  furlongs  from  the  river, 
feems  to  have  once  Hood  on  its  banks.  The  intervening  ground  (till  goes 
by  the  name  of  Saltgrafs,  and  is  under  the  level  of  high  fpring  tides, 
which  flrong  fea  walls,  or  banks,  prevent  from  overflowing  it.  One  of 
thefe  walls  feems  to  have  been  built  at  a  very  early  period  t  too  flight 
andfuperficial,  however,  to  refill  the  violence  of  the  tide?,  which  fre- 
quently broke  it  down,  and  overflowed  the  hnd,  till  at  length  a  reduc- 
tion 
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The  tides  in  the  river  Forth,  for  feveral  miles,  botfi  a- 

bove  and  below  Clackmannan,  exhibit  a  phenomenon  net 
to  be  found  (it  is  faid)  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe 
This  is  what  the  failors  call  a  leahy  tide,  which  happen* 
always  in  good  weather  during  the  neap  tides ;  and  fomc- 
times  alfo  during  the  fpring  tides,  if  the  weather  be  un- 
commonly 

tion  of  tbe  rent  became  abfolutely  neceflary.    By  this  time,  the  fcdxsK^ 
of  the  river,  which  is  a  Slue  mud  or  foft  clay,  had  again  accumulated, 
and  formed  a  confiderable  track  of  fine  rich  land.     In  order,  therefore,  to 
fecure  the  old  faltgrafs,  as  well  as  to  make  a  new  acqoifitioo  of  50  acre* 
Mr.  Erfltioe  of  Mar,  the  proprietor  (who  has  been  fo  good  as  to  furmSt 
an  account  of  feverar  of  thefe  fads),  in  1776,  began  a  new   bank  or 
wall,  much  ftronger  than  the  former,  and  finished  it  in  little  more  this 
fix  months.     The  length  of  the  wall  is  13S0  yards;  the  height,  8  feet.   It 
las  a  Hope  to  the  river  of  2$  feet  for  every  foot  of  perpendicular  height; 
and  the  fide  nest  the  water  was  covered  with  fodt,  or  turf,  of  one  feat 
in  thicknefs.    The  fide  next  the  land  was  fuwn  with  grals  feeds,  and  has 
one  foot  of  a  Hope  for  every  foot  of  perpendicular  height.     There  were 
£5,oxf  cubical  yards  of  earth  moved  to  form  this  wall,  befides  015  yards 
for  turf;  making  in  whole  36,851  cubical  yards,  at  3  d.  the  yard.     The 
whole  expence  amounted  to  about  7S6I.  Sterling.    This,  however,  has 
not  only  effectually  fecurcd  the  old  faltgrafs  land  ;  it  has  alfo  gained  33 
acres  of  new  land;  which  (deducting  the  repairs  the  old  wall  mull  have 
received)  yielded,  during  the  fir  It  leven  years  of  a  leafe,  an  intereft  of  4 
per  cent,  for  the  money  laid  out ;  and  the  remaining  twelve  years,  an 
intereft  of  7  per  cent.     It  will  probably  amount  to  4  a  per  cent,  when  the 
prefent  leafe  expires,  as  the  land  is  of  the  richer!  quality.     A  great  error 
was  committed  by  the  tenant  who  got  the  leafe  of  this  new   land.    Ic- 
ftead  of  allowing  it  to  remain  in  grafs  for  fome  years,  it  was  imme- 
diately ploughed,  and  thereby  prevented  from  confolidating  in  a  proper 
manner.    The  confequence  was,  it  remained  much  longer  in  a  wet  fiace 
than  arable  land  ought  to  do. 

This  error  was  avoided,  wfcen,  feveral  years  afterwards,  another 
track  of  land,  adjoining  to- the  above,  was  in  the  fame  manner  gained 
from  the  river,  to  the  eftate  of  Lord  Dundas.  It  was  paftured  upwards 
of  feven  years ;  and  the  good  effects  now  appear :  it  produces  the  moft 
luxuriant  crops.  The  expence  attending  this  acquisition  did  not  exceed 
•ne-third  p&rt  of  the  former.    Befides,  a  part  of  the  wall  endofing  it  is 

ft 
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commonly  fine.    When  the  prater  has  flowed  for  3  hours, 

it  then  runs  back  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  nearly  as 

far  as  when  it  began  to  flow  \  it  returns  immediately,  and 

flows  during  another  hour  and  a  half  to  the  fame  height 

it  was  at  before  :  and  this  change  takes  plaice  both  in  the 

flood  and  ebb  tides. '   So  that  there  are  actually  double 

the  number  of  tides  in  this  river  that  are  to  be  found  any 

where  elfe.     In  very  boifterous  weather,  however,  thefe 

leaky  tides  are  by  no  means  regular ;  the  water  only  fwells  ^ 

and  gorges,  without  any  perceptible  current,  as  if  the  two 

tides  were  a&ing  againft  each  other.     The  caufe  of  this 

Angular  phenomenon  in  the  tides  of  the  river  Forth  may 

be  a  fubje&  of  inquiry  to  the  philofopher  5  for  it  has  not 

as  yet  been  difcovered. 

The  river  Devon  forms  the  N.  boundary  of  the  parifh. 
It  takes  its  rife  in  the  Ochil  Hills,  and,  running  10  mile* 
dire&ly  eaftward,  it  makes  a  turn  to  the  W.,  at  a  place 
called  the  Cipok  of  Devon.  .It  pafles  the  Rumbling 
Bridge  and  Cauldron  Lin,  where  it  forms  a  fcenery,  wild 
and  beautiful,  and  romantick  beyond  all  defcription.     It 

then 

to  con&ru&ed,  that  a  waggon  road  is  formed  on  the  top  of  it,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying-  coals  to  fuch  veflels  as  are  too  large  for  going  up  the 
pow  of  Clackmannan  to  the  ufual  fbipping  place.  There  is  another  track 
of  land  formed  by  the  river  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  above,  to  the  £• 
•f  the  harbour  of  Kennetpans,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bruce  of  Rennet,  and 
which  that  gentleman  alfo  propofes  to  embank. 

Such  undertakings,  when  properly  condu&ed,  are  attended  with  man/ 
advantages :  They  not  only  add  to  the  extent  and  value  of  eftates,  but 
they  alfo  contribute  very  much  to  the  fafety  of  the  navigation,  by  con- 
tracting the  river,  and  thereby  clearing  and  deepening  its  channel. 

There  was  formerly  a  falmon  fifliing  on  the  river  Forth  at  this  place* ; 
but  it  has  been  difcontinued  for  fifteen  years.  Previous  to  that  period, 
the  falmon  was  commonly  fold  here  at  .1  d.  the  pound.  There  are  always 
a  few  cruives  placed  in  the  river,  in  which  a  variety  of  fraall  fiflf  are* 
a'tftf  and  then  caught ;  but  thefe  feldom  turn  to  much  account. 
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then  winds  through  a  deep  rich  valley,  till  it  falls  into  the 
river  Forth,  4  miles  to  the  W.  of  Clackmannan,  and  a 
very  few  miles  only  from  the  place  where  it  takes  ks  rife. 
In  time  of  floods,  owing  to  the  high  hills  through  whki 
it  pafles,  it  comes  down  with  a  dreadful  and  inrefiftibk 
rapidity ;  very  frequently  fweeping  abng  with  it  fields  a 
corn,  and  ricks  of  hay,  and,  at  times,  even  bridges,  and 
every  thing  that  is  in  its  way. 

u  All  that  the  winds  had  fparM 
"  In  one  wild  moment  ruin'd  ;  the  big  hopes 
u  And  well-earn'd  trcafurcs  of  the  painful  year 
u  Roll  mingled  down/*  Thomson. 

In  general,  however,  it  is  only  a  fmall  river  j  large  e- 
nough,  at  the  fame  time,  to  become  navigable,  if  its  chan- 
nel were  properly  cut.     In  1776,  a  furvey  and  eftimate, 
made  by  Mr*  James  Watt  engineer,  under  the  direction 
of  the  late  Lord  Cathcart,  was  given,  in  to  the  Board  of 
Police  in  Scotland,  for  the  pufpofe  of  improving  the  in- 
ternal commerce  of  this  country,  by  cutting  feveral  navi- 
gable canals.     Among  other  plans  given  in  by  Mr.  Watt, 
that  of  making  the  Devon  navigable  for  feveral  miles  was 
one.    The  eftimate  of  the  expence  amounted  only  to  a- 
bout  2000 1.  pounds  Sterling.     Had  this  plan  been  carried 
into  execution,  a  track  of  more  than  10,000  acres  of  coal, 
at  prefent  entirely  locked  up  from  the  fea  fale,  would 
have  been  cxpofed  to  the  publick  market  *  befides  many 
other  advantages  of1  trade,  that  muft  have  accrued  to  the 
neighbouring  country.     The  extenfive  ir#n  works  now  be- 
gun by  the  Devon  Company,  on  the  banks  of  this  river, 
renders  it  highly  probable,  that  the  plan  will  ftill  be  exe- 
cuted; the  advantage  of  water  carriage  being  fo  much 
fuperior  to  that  of  land.    The  Devon  abounds  in  trout, 

and 
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find  falroon  are  fometimes  caught  in  it,  which  come  up 
from  the  river  Forth,  in  time  of  fpawning:  a  practice, 
however,  very  deftru&ive  to  the  fishery. 

There  is  another  river  called  Black  Devon,  which  takes 
its  rife  in  the  Saline  Hills  \  and,  running  W.  through  the 
middle  of  this  parith,  falls  into  the  Forth  at  Clackmannan 
pow.     In  its  courfe,  it  fupplies  with  water  two  corn  mills 
and  a  lint  mill.     Two  water  lades,  or  aqueducts,  arc  nttb 
taken  off  from  k  j  one  of  which  drives  an  engine  on  the 
Clackmannan  coaly  and  the  other  fupplies  a  great  refer* 
voir  which  drives  the  engine  on  the  Alloa  coal.     This  re* 
fervour  goes  by  the  name  of  Gartmorn  Dam  $  but  it  is  in 
fa&  a  fmall  beautiful  lake,  of  130  acres  in  extent,  having 
a  little  ifland  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  abounds  with  perch* 
fomc  pike,  and  various  kinds  of  trout.     Part  of  it  is  ia 
the  parifli  of  Alloa  \  but  by  far  the  greateft  part  is  in  the 
.parifli  of  Clackmannan.    There  is  another  fmall  lake  in 
-fhe  parifli,  called  Tullygarth  Dam,  confifting  of  45  acres 
in  extent,  where  a  few  fifli  are  fometimes  to  be  found. 
In  time  of  great  drought  alfo,  the  river  Black  Devon,  at 
-one  place,  forms  the  appearance  of  a  fmall  lake,  by  hav- 
ing its  water  collefted  together,  for  the  fupply  of  the  milk 
and  coal  machinery. 

Heritors  and  State  of  Property. — The  principal  heritors, 
according  to  their  valued  rent,  are,  Lord  Dundas,  Mr. 
Erikine  of  Mar,  Mr.  Bruce  of  Kcnnet,  Lord  Cathcart,  Mr. 
Abercromby  of  Brucefield  *>  and  Lord  Alva,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Seffion j  befides  a  confiderable  nun** 
bcr  of  fmaller  heritors  and  feuars.     It  is  a  Angular  circum* 

fiance, 

•  The  fee  of  this  eftate  belong*  to  Mr.  Abercromby**  fecond  furtmng 
ion,  Major-General  S  .  RobvT  Abercromby,  late  Governor  of  Bombay, 
And  at  prefent  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty*«  forces  in  India. 
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fiance,  that  the  eftates,  in  this  parifh,  of  all  thefe  gentleraei 
juft  mentioned  (one  only  excepted),  form  but  a  final]  part 
of  their  landed  property*    They  all  poflefs  eftates  in  other 
parifhes ;  and  the  confequence  is,  only  two  of  them  have 
their  reGdence  here.  The  eftate  of  Clackmannan,  belonging 
to  Lord  Dundas,  is  ftri&ly  entailed,  a*  well  as  the  eftate  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Erflcine  of  Mar.    The  houfe  upon  the  eftate 
of  Clackmannan  is  almoft  a  ruin,  and  not  fit  to  be  inhabit- 
ed ;  the  proprietor,  however,  it  is  faid,  intends  to  take  the 
advantage  of  fo  delightful  a  fituation,  and  to  build  a  houfe 
fuited  to  it,  near  to  the  (ite  of  the  old  tower.     From  the 
feat  of  the  family  of  Mar  being  at  Alloa,  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood,  there  never  was  a  houfe  upon  their 
eftate  in  this  parifh.    The  houfe  upon  the  eftate  of  Saucby 
is  placed  at  the  diftance  of  about  6*0  yards  within  the  pa- 
rifli  of  Alloa;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  pleafure-grounds, 
and  even  part  of  the  garden,  are  in  the  parifh  of  Clack- 
mannan.   The  pleafure-grounds  are  kid  out  and  beauti- 
fied with  much  tafte  and  judgment.     A  great  part  of  thefe 
grounds,  when  in  the  pofieffion  of  Sir  John  Shaw,  once 
ibrmed  a  deer  park,  confiding  of  ioo  acres,  .and  f unfund- 
ed by  a  very  high  wall.    The  only  houfe  in  the  parifh, 
that  deferves  the  name  of  elegant,  is  juft  now  finifbed  by 
Mr.  Bruce  of  Kcnnet,  from  a  beautiful  defign  of  Mr. 
Harrifbn  of  Lancafter.     Placed  in  one  of  the  fineft  fitua- 
'tions  the  country  affords,  it  is  alfo  built  in  a  ftyle  of  fu- 
perior  elegance  to  moft  of  the  houfes  to  be  met  with  in 
Scotland ;  and  exhibits  in  all  its  parts  rfh  equal  attention 
to  convenience  and  utility,  as  it  does   to  elegance  anji 
tafte. 

£«/,  Acres,  Rent,  &c—  The  parifh  of  Clackmannan 
fcpnfifbpf  7132  acres  j  166  of  which  are  natural  woo4 

ani 
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and  53S  near  j&mtations,  ail  in  a  thriving  ftate,  and  feme 
of  them  nearly  ready  for  cutting.  There  are  upwards  of 
20  acres  of  mofs  in  the  parifli,  and  70  acres  of  land  from 
which  the  mofe  has  been  removed,  now  under  pafture  and 
hay.  A  cold  clay  foil,  with  a  wet  bottom,  predorninate* 
over  a  very  great  part  of  the  parifli;  fame  of  itfo  p6o* 
indeed  as  not  to  be  worth  the  labouring.  A  few  ffoH 
however  of  a  light  dry  foil,  and  even  of  a  rich  black  fafrhf 
with  a  fine  bottom,  are  to  be  found  here  and  there.  Part 
of  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  at  the  vittiage  is  Vf  thi£ 
quality ;  and  accordingly  the  rent-  of  it  is  proportionably 
high.  But  the  richeft  and  largeft  track  of  land  lies  on  tfcei 
banks  of  the  river  Forth,  confifting  of  1000  acres  of  j&x-l 
cellent  carfe  foil,  dfi  very  fertile.  From  this>  it  will  eafity 
appear,  that  the  rent  of  the  land  muft  be  very  much  va- 
ried, according  to  its  quality  $  rifing  from  almoft  nothing? 
to  43  s.  the  acre.  The  real  rent  of  the  parifli  is  4700 U 
Sterling,  and  is  approaching  towards  .5600!.,  as  the  pre* 
fent  kafes  expire.  The  valued  rent  is  9155I.  17I.  4A; 
Scotch ;  which  probably  was  the  read  rent  at  the  time  4&> 
die  valuation* 

State  of  Agriculture)  ice* — The  agriculture  of  this  parifli 
has  undergone  a  very  great  change  during  thefe  laft  1$ 
years.  Many  of  the  farms  have  been  greatly  tnlirged +, 
which  has  enabled  the  tenant  to  adopt  evfery  new  im- 
provement. The  fucceis  of  one  has  induced  others  to  fol- 
low the  example :  and  at  this  tu&e,  almoft  all  the  farmers 

Vol.  XIV.  4 1  if 

•  At  prefent,  there  are  about  forty  farms  .fewer  in  (he  parifli  thin 
were  about  twenty  years  ago.  Some  of  the  farmers  now  poftefs  farms  to 
the  extent  of  700  acres ;  befides  having  wb'at  are  called  led  farms,  in  the 
adjoining  partihes,  to  a  very  great  extent.  From  this,  it  may  be  the  ©pi-' 
■ion  of  fome  perfons,  that  feveral  of  the  farms  in  this  parifli  are  tot 
l*rSe»  while  others  are  undoubtedly  too  (mall 
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in  the  parifli,  fmall  as  well  as  great,  pia&ife  the  mod  lie 
proved  mode.  They. have  laid  afide  thofe  reftraints*  by 
yrhtch  deep-rooted  prejudice,  in  favour  of  ufe  and  wor:, 
had  fo  long  fettered  their  forefathers.  Inftcad  of  the  mode 
formerly  followed,  of  a  continued  rotation  of  beans,  bar- 
ley, and  oats,  on  the  beft  lands,  that  of  fummer  fallow, 
wheat,  beans,  barley,  grafs,  and  oats,  is  now  unrver&Iiy 
adopted  \  while  the  lands  of  inferior  quality  hare  crops 
fuited  to  their  foil.  The  foil  in  general  is  not  favourable 
for  tprnips  \  yet  where  it  is  favourable,  thefe  have  bees 
fown,  ftnd  with  fucceis.  The  mod  part  of  the  wet  lands 
have  been  drained,  and  the  ridges  made  ftreight  *,  and 
thrown  into  a  proper  fize*  Two  horfe  ploughs,  of  Small' t 
cpnftruftion,  are  ufcd  over  all  the  parifiu 

But  the  moft  material  circumftance,  in  favour  of  the 
agriculture  of  this  pari  A,  is  a  ipirit  of  emulation  that  was, 
Vith  much  propriety,  raifed  amongft  the  ploughmen  them* 
{elves*  About  10  years  ago,  a  number  of  gentlemen  in 
this  neighbourhood  formed  themfejves  into  a  (bciety,  un- 
der the  name,  of  the  Clackmannanihire  Farmer  Cluh,  for 
promoting  the  purpofes  of  agriculture.  One  pf  their  firft 
fteps  was  to  inftitute  ploughing  matches  among  the  fer- 
vpntoj  in  which  honours  and  rewards  were  beftowed  upon 
the  beft,  workmen-  From  40  to  50  candidates  have  often 
parted  upon  thefe  occafions  f.  The  fttft  prize  has  been 
always  a  filver  modal  %\  and  three  or  fgur  (mailer  pecunk, 

arp 

•  'The  ctrfc  lands  excepted :  TV  ridges  there  are,  in  general,  croak- 
ed1, and,  when  made  ftreight,  take  a  long  time  (fay  the  farmers,  though 
with  very  little  juftice),  to  be  formed  into  a  proper  foil. 

f  tn  1790,  the  minifter  of  Clackmannan  had  his  glebe  arid  farm  plough- 
ed in  one  day  by  forty-nine  two  horfe  ploughs :    The  greatefc  number 
ever  known  to  ft  art  at  once  in  this  country. 
~\  Alexander  Vertue,  at  that  time  a  ferrant  to  a  fanner  in  the  parish 
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krf  rcwftrds  are  given  to  t^cncxtibeft,  according  to  their 
merit.  Nothing  of  this  kind,  had  Been  hitherto  known  ixf 
Scotland ;  but  the  example  H|q  been  followed  in  many* 
parts  of  the  country,  and  with  nich  fuccefs. 

Beans  are  fown  here  as  foon  in  "the  month  of  Februarys 
as  the  weather  permits 3  oats  immediately  after,  and  bar- 
ley from  the  20th  of  April  to  the  2<3&i  of  May :  wheat  is 
fown  from  the  15  th  of  September  to  Jhe  end  of  O&ober, 
and  fometimes  during  the  two  following  months ;  though 
it  feldom  turns  out  well  after  the  middle  of  November. 
Harveft  commences  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and 
'  fometimes  continues  to  the  end  of  O&ober.  The  average 
produce  on  the  beft  lands,  when  the  mode  above  mention* 
ed  is  followed,  may  be  computed  at  10  bolls  of  wheat 
from  the  acre,  7  of  beans,  7  of  barley,  and  8  of  oats  % 
and  300  (tone  of  hay,  Dutch  weight.  There  have  been 
inftances,  however,  ol  much  greater  increase,  particular- 
ly of  wheat  and  oats,  even  to  the  extent  of  15  bolls  the 
4I  *  acfr& 

4f  Clackmannan,  gained  the  firit  prize  at  the  firft  oi  thefe  ploughing 
notches.  In  fummer  17039  he  wm  fent  for  to  hit  Majefty's  farm  at 
"Windfor,  where  it  waj  expected  he  was  to  continue.  He  carried  a  plough' 
with  him  from  Scotland,  and  began  his  work  in  prcfence  of  his  Majtfty* 
and  a  number  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen.  It  was  acknowledged!  that 
land  fo  well  ploughed  had1  never  before  bees  feen  in  that  country,  Nex£ 
morning,  however,  inftead  of  going  to  his  work,  as  he  was  denied  the 
preceding  evening,  he  was  told,  ••  Not  to  go  near  the  King's  farm  at 
'4  Windfor,  on  any  account  whatever,  nor  to  have  the  (mallei!  inter. 
A  courfe  with  any  of  his  Majefty'*  farm  fervants,"  After  receiving  a 
reward  for  his  trouble,  he  left  his  plough,  by  fpecial  defire,  and  returned 
to  Scotland.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  how,  in  this  inftaace,  the  jet-' 
loufy  of  the  English  ploughmen  prevented  the  falutary  effects  iniended  bf 
this  inftruclor. 

*  Stirlingflure  firlbt  is  ufed  here  for  eats  and  barley ;  Linlithgow  ftf* 
wheat ;  and  a  firlot  for  beam  and  peafe,  about  a  peck  ih  the.  boll  frg4f 
$jft  &  Iftrfithgow  wheat  flTltt.. 
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acre*    But  thefe  are  very  tare :  for  when  at  any  time  tfie 
mop  is  uncommonly  luxuriant,  it  is  generally  lodged  by 
4ie  heavy  rains,  which  are  frequent  here  in  the  month  of 
Auguft,  and  thereby  tendered  of  little  value.    The  aver- 
age produce  of  the  whole  of  crop  1792,  even  from  the 
heft  lands,  did  not  exceed  4  bolls  the  acre.    The  confe- 
rence was,  that  hardly  any  of  the  tenants  were  able  to 
pay,  from  this  crop,  above  a  third  part  of  their  rent; 
while  ibme  had  not  as  much  as  defrayed  the  expences  of 
feed  and  labour.    In  this  ftate  of  real  diftrefs  to  die  fmall 
tenants,  forae  of  the  proprietors,  with  much  humanity, 
made  a  redu&ion  of  the  rent,  for  that  year,  to  fome  of 
their  tenants,  and  lengthened  out  the  term  of  payment  to 
ethers*. 

Price 

•  The  farmers  here  have  fome  advantages,  tad  fome  difadvaatages, 
fcliich  perhaps  are  not  peculiar  to  them.    Thirlage  is  fortunately  aboiiu- 
ed  over  the  grjeateft  part  of  the  pariJh ;  but  where  it  is  not,  it  is  ftiil  a 
caufe  of  much  complaint,  and  of  <  real  lofs  to  the  farmer.    It  is,  indeed,. 
a  curfe  of  an  unknown  magnitude ;  and  it  is  aftoniihing  how  proprietors  of 
.  land,  who  have  it  in  their  power,  do  not  fee  their  own  intereft  in  putting 
an  end  to  it  altogether.    Where  it  does  exift,  nearly  a  tenth  boll  is  paid 
for  grinding  the  corn.    Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  there  is  not  a  tanner 
who  would  not  willingly  make  a  reafonable  allowance  for  the  ssiU  rent. 
What  lofs  then  can  proprietors  fuftain  ?    Let  them  think  for  a  moment; 
let  them  confider  the  hardships  to  which  they  ezpofe  the  very  peribns, 
whom  it  is  their  intereft  as  well  as  duty  to  encourage  and  protect.  A  final! 
farmer  (we  (hall  fuppofe),  who  pays  the  highest  demand  for  his  littlt 
{pot  (and  mull  pay  it),  toils  and  labours,  with  unremitting  attention,  to 
make  it  produee  what  is  fufficient  to  fupport  his  family,  and  to  anfwer 
^he  term  day  of  his  landlord.    He  is  furely  entitled  to  bring  the  produce 
of  his  labour  to  the  beft  market.    Inftead  of  this,  however,  he  dare  not 
fell  one  boll  of  oats,  without  being  fubjecled  to  a  penalty.    He  muft 
take  them  all  to  the  mill,  and  intruft  them,  for  days  and  nights,  to  the 
Care,  of  perfons,  in  whom  he  very  often  can  place  no  confidence ;  while 
at  thc%fame  time,  he  eipofes  them  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  numerooa 
fwarmi  of  vermin  which  ufaaHy  frequent  thefe  placet.  His  fptnilj  fullers : 
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r  Jh4ce  of  Labour.— The  befl:  men  fervanta  get  81.  Stfetw 
ling  yearly,  6\  bolls  of  ojtt  meal,  and  1 1.  6s.  Sterling,  fot* 
what  it  called  kitchen-money,  befides  a  houfe  and  yard,  if 
they  are  married:  women  fervants  get  3I.  yearly:  day 
labourers  get  is.  a-day,  and  is.  2d.  in  harveft :  women* 
reapers  get  1  s.  in  harveft,  and  a  glafs  of  whifky  in  the 
morning ;  a  very  bad  pra&ice,  and  which  frequently  lead* 
them  on  to  habits  of  drinking  whifky  during  all  their  lives. 
Mafon*  get  is.  8d.  a-day»  and  wrights  1 9.  6 A. 

Collieries. — There  are  3  collieries  in  the  parifh,  Clacks 
tnannan,  Sauchy,  and  Kennet.  Clackmannan  coal  corf- 
fills  of  4  feams,  known  by  the  names  of  main  coal,  9  feet 
thick;  cherry  coal,  2  feet  10  inches;  fplint  coal,  2  feet 
8  inches  5  and  coal  Mozey,  2  feet  3  inches.  The  main 
toal  was  wrought  in  the  laft  century,  and  terminated  a- 
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his  landlord  mail  alfo  fuffer.  This  is  a  real  grievance,  and  ought  to  be 
redrefled.  There  is  a  mill  in  this  parilb,  which  goes  by  the  name  of 
ibe  Thieves  Milt, 

The  invention  of  threfliing  mills  will,  in  all  probability,  foon  prove 
nfeful  to  agriculture.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  creeled  at  Kilbagje,  in  AU 
parifli,  by  Mr.  George  Meikle  engineer.  It  is  driven  by  water,  and 
threflies  eight  or  ten  bolls  in  an  hour.  It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
greateft  improvements  in  hufbandry,  and  protnifes  to  be  of  general  uti- 
lity. Threfliing  mills  are  now  ufed  in  many  parts,  both  of  Scotland  and* 
England ;  and  comroifliona  for  them,  it  is  faid,  have  arrived  from  fome 
of  the  northern  kingdoms  of  Europe.  The?  are  now  made  of  various 
fiiei ;  (b  that  farmers  in  this  place,  who  poffefs  no  more  than  thirty  acres 
ef  land,  find  it  their  intereft  to  ufe  them.  There  are  already  nine  of 
them  in  this  parifh ;  two  of  which  are  driven  by  water ;  and  fome  or* 
them  by  two,  and  fome  by  four  horfes,  according  to  their  file.  Their 
price  is  from  35!.  to  6©  1.  Sterling. 

'  The  great  advantage  to  be  derived  from  threfliing  mills  is,  that,  tfe» 
fides  threfliing  much  cleaner  than  by  the  ufual  mode,  they  give  the 
farmer  a  command  of  the  market,  to  which  he  can  bring,  upon  asqp 

emergency,  a  great  part  of  his  crop,  at  the  IhorttA  notice* 
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bout  the  year  1763.  '  The  cherry  and  fplint  feams  begaa 
to  be  wrought  about  30  years  ago,  and  are  working  at  tEr 
prefent  time.  The  coal  Mozey  feam  i .  alfo  working  2: 
prefent :  it  was  begun  in  1792  ;  previous  to  that  period, 
it  could  not  be  wrought  to  any  advantage.  In  this  coal 
work,  the  method  called  the  long  ivayy  is  now  introduced, 
that  is,  no  part  of  the  coal  is  left  for  pillars,  but  the  whole 
taken  out,  which  faves  a  great  part  of  the  coal.  In  fame 
of  the  pits,  the  coal  is  brought  to  the  top  by  women 
and  boys ;  and  in  others,  by  means  of  machinery.  The 
coal  is  kept  dry  by  means  of  an  engine  driven  by  water ; 
vrhich  is-  much  lefs  expenfive  than  a  fire  engine.  Th* 
price  of  coal  varies  according  to  the  demand.  In  general, 
the  price  of  great  coal  upon  the  hill  is  5s.  the  ton;  of 
chow9,  4s.  About  7000  tons  are  annually  exported  to 
Leith,  Dunbar,  Perth,  Dundee,  Montrofe,  and  other  places. 
Thefe  are  taken  to  the  harbour  in  waggons  of  a  ton  and 
a  half :  the  mean  diftance  from  the  pits  being  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  *. 

The  working  of  the  Sauchy  coal  is  of  a  very  old  date* 
It  Is  kept  dry  by  a  very  powerful  fire  engine.  It  coniifts 
of  4  fcams :  the  firft,  or  uppermoft,  is  3  feet  thick  \  the 
fccond  is  5  feet  *,  but  this  one  has  no  roof,  fo  that  it  has 
never  been  wrought :  the  third  is  5  feet,  and  is  an  excel- 
lent coal ;  the  fourth  is  9  feet:  This  laft,  however,  is  16 
fathoms  below  the  bottom  of  the  prefent  engine  pit,  which 
13  47  fathoms  deep.  Previous  to  this  period,  a  great  part 
of  the  Sauchy  coal  has  been  exported ;  but  as  it  is  now  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  Devon  Company,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, 

*  A  collier,  with  his  wife  and  daughter,  earns  us.  in  five  days,  "which 
it  All  the  time  he.  works  in  the  week.  Betides  this,  he  has  his  meal  from 
tfce  proprietor  at  Sjd.  the  peck ;  a  free  houfe  and  yard,  and  other  bouc* 
ties,  to  the  amount  of  30  s.  yearly. 
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fcable,  that  the  molt  of  it  will  be  ufed  for  their  iron 
work. 

The  Kennet  coal  confifts  of  two  feams  •,  one  of  30  inches 
thick,  and  another  of  36.  It  was  given  up  in  1726,  and 
began  again  to  be  wrought  in  1759*  It  has  at  prefent  a 
fmall  fire  engine ;  but  it  is  probable,  it  was  once  level 
free,  as  there  is  no  trace  remaining  of  any  engine  being 
upon  it  when  it  was  firft  wrought.  The  diftilleries  in  the 
pariih  confume  a  great  pan  of  this  coal.  It  produce* 
yearly  about  6000  tons  of  great  coal,  befides  a  cpnfider- 
able  quantity  of  chows.  After  the  year  1788,  when  the 
fiiftilleries  were  flopped,  about  2000  tons  were  yearly 
fhipped  for  Leith.    It  has  alfo  a  very  eztenfive  land  fale  *. 

.  Djflilleries.— The  two  great  diftilleries  of  Kilbagte  and 
Kennetpans  are  both  in  the.  pariih  of  Clackmannan ;  and, 
previous  to  the  year  1788,  the  manufacture  of  Scotch  fpi- 
rits  was  carried  on  at  them  to  an  extent  hitherto  unknown 
in  this  part  of  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain.  -  The  diftitkry 
laws  have  undergone  various  changes  in  Scotland.  Be- 
fore the  year  1784,  the  duty  was  levied  by  a  prefumptive 
charge  upon  the  wafti  (that  is,  fermented  worts),  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  the  wafh  would  produce  one-fourth 
part  in  low  wines,  and  that  thefe  low  wines  would  pro- 
duce three-fifth  parts  in  fpirits :  hence,  100  gallons  of  wafh 

was 

•  During  Cromwell's  ufurpation,  when  the  Englilh  ports  were  fliut  up 
by  the  Dutch,  one  of  the  above  coal  works  was  let  to  a  Mr.  Marjori- 
banks,' a  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  at  the  yearly  fum  of  1 666 L  13  s.  4<L 
Sterling. 

Formerly  there  were  fait  pans  in  this  parifh,  both  at  Kermetpans  anal 
at  Clackmannan  now,  owing  perhaps  to  the  coal  being  fo  readily  pro- 
cured ;  but  thefe  have  been  difcontinued  for  a  numVer  of  years.  The 
water  at  this  place,  indeed,  dees  not  appear  to  be  fait  enough  for  th*fe 
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m  fuppofed  to  yield  15  gallons  of  fpirits,  and  duty 
charged  accordingly;  but  inftead  of  15,  20  gallons  of  fpirttt 
were  often  drawn  from  the  160  of  wafh'.    In  Scotland,  the 
furplus  above  15  gallons  was  uniformly  feized,  as  fpirits 
prefumed  to  be  fraudulently  obtained ;  while  in  England 
the  diftiller  was  allowed  the  full  exercife  of  his  genius, 
and  got  permits  for  the  removal  of  his  a£kual  produce.     At 
this  period,  the  quantum  of  duty  on  a  gallon  of  fpirits 
was  more  than  double  of  what  it  has  ever  been  fincc 
But  the  high  rate  of  duty  aflbrded  fuch  temptation  to 
Snuggling,  that  the  consumption  of  Spirits  in  Scotland 
was  chiefly  fupplied  by  the  manufa&ure  of  illegal  fttHs, 
and  by  Smuggling  from  abroad.    Great  diftillers  could  not 
fmuggle ;  and  being  continually  fubjeded  to  the  furveys 
«f  the'  excife,  the  two  diftilleries  of  Kilbagie  and  Ken- 
netpans  depended  entirely  on  the  London  market  for  the 
fole  of  their  produce ;  where,  previous  to  the  year  1784, 
they  carried  on  an  advantageous  trade :  though  the  duty 
on  a  gallon  of  fpirits  in  England  was  137  penGe  higher  than 
in  Scotland  5  and  though  they  had,  at  (hipping  their  fpirits 
4dt  England,  to  pay  down  this  difference  on  every  gallon 
flipped.    In  1784,  a  law  was  paflcd,  rendering  the  duties, 
and  mode  of  levying  them,  the  fame  both  in  Scotland  as  in 
England ;  and  at  the  fame  time  reducing  the  rate  of  duty 
each  gallon  about  one  half  .of  what  it  had  been  formerly  ; 
while  it  allowed  the  manufa&urer  a  credit  for  20  gallons 
of  fpirits  from  the  100  gallons  of  wafh,  and  granted  per- 
mits accordingly.    The  London  diftillers  expe&ed,  that 
by  this  equalization  plan,  the  Scotch  could  not  continue 
their  trade  to  London,  and  pay  the  duties  in  die  fame 
manner  with  themfelves.   But  in  this  they  were  miftaken j 
for  the  trade  increafed.     And  it  is  the  opinion  of  *the  beft 
informed  diftillers,  that  the  London  diflillers  -are  not  a 

matck 
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fnatch  for  the  Scotch  under  an  equal  law.    This  mode 
was  continued  till  July  1786,  when  the  Hcenre  aft  toot 
place,  impofing  30  s.  a  gallon  yearly  on  the  contents  of  eve- 
ry ftill  ufed  for  diftillation  in  Scotland  5  continuing  the  laft 
plan  with  refpeft  to  England  (where  the  duty  amounted 
to  2  s.  6  A  for  the  gallon  of  fpirits),  and  impofing  an  ad- 
ditional duty  of  2  s.  on  the  gallon  of  fpirits  fent  from  Scotr 
J  and  to  England  :  which  additional  duty  was  to  be  paid  in 
London,  on  the  arrival  of  the  fpirits  in  the  river  Thames, 
This  aft  was  pafled  as  an  experiment,  and  was  to  con- 
tinue for  two  years.  Under  it,  the  London  diftillers  expeft- 
«d,  that  the  Scotch  could  not  continue  the  trade  to  Lon- 
don.    This  trade,  however,  ftill  continued  to  increafe  j 
which  increafed  alfo  the  aftonifliment  of  the  London  trad- 
ers, who  gave  in  a  reprefentation  to  the  Treafury  upon 
the  fubjeft.     In  confequence  of  which,  and  upwards  of 
fix  months  previous  to  the  natural  expiration  of  the  law, 
another  law  was  pafled,  impofing  a  duty  of  6d.  a  gallon 
on  all  Scotch  fpirits  fent  to  England,  in  addition  to  the 
former  2  s. ;  while  the  duty  on  fpirits  manufafturcd  in  Eng- 
land  was  allowed  to  remain  at  the  2s.  6d.  When  this  aft  was 
pafled,  the  Scotch  diftilleries  (topped  payment     The  law 
continued  in  this  way  till  July  1788,  when  the  licenfe  duty 
in  Scotland  was  doubled,  and  made  3I.  a  gallon,  on  the 
contents  of  the  ftill;   and  at  the  fame  time  laying  the 
trader  under  fuch  reftriftions,  when  he  worked  for  Eng- 
land, as  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  againft  his  entering 
that  market.     And  in  July  1 793,  the  licenfe  has  been  raifed 
to  9L  Sterling  a  gallon  yearly.    Previous  to  the  year  1788, 
the  quantity  of  corn  ufed  annually  at  die  diftillery  of 
Kilbagic  alone,  amounted  to  above  60,000  bolls,  and  the 
annual  quantity  of  fpirits  made,  to  above  3000  tons.     The 
Hack  cattle  fed  annually  were  about  7000 ;  fwine  2000. 
Vol.  XIV.  4  K  The 
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The  cattle  were  fold  to  butchers,  who  drove  them  to  the 
Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  markets :  the  fwine  were  \Ski 
and  cured  into  bacon  and  pork  for  England.  The  work 
people  employed  were  nearly  300.  The  diftillcry  and 
utenfils  coft  upwards  of  40,000  L  Sterling ;  and  when  fofci 
by  the  truftee  fpr  the  creditors  of  the  former  proprietor, 
yielded  about  7000 1.  Sterling. 

No  fituation  could  have  been  more  eligible  for  a  diftS- 
Jery  than  Kilbagie ;  and  it  was  erefted  in  the  moft  fub- 
ftantial  manner.  The  buildings  occupy  a  fpace  of  above  4 
acres  of  ground ;  all  furrounded  by  a  high  wall.  The 
|>anis  for  malting  are  of  a  prodigious  fize,  and  are  4  fto- 
jriss  in  height  A  fmall  rivulet  runs  through  the  middle 
of  the  works,  and  drives  a  threfhing  mill,  and  all  the 
grinding  mills  neceflary  for  the  diftillcry  ;  befides  fupply- 
ing  with  water  a  canal,  which  communicates  with  the 
river  Forth,  of  about  a  mile  in  length,  cut  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  conveying  both  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  dii- 
tillery. 

The  diftillery  at  Kennetpans,  which  is  advantageoudy 
fituated  on  the  very  banks  of  the  river  Forth,  was  in  pro- 
portion to  that  of  Kilbagie,  as  three  to  five.  And  before 
thefe  two  diilillcries  were  (topped,  they  paid  to  govern- 
ment an  excife  duty  confiderably  greater  than  the  whole 
land  tax  of  Scotland.  At  prefent,  the  duty  paid  by  both 
is  about  toool.  Sterling  yearly.  There  is  an  engine,  of 
Bolton  andyWatt's  conftru&ion,  at  the  diftillery  of  Ken- 
netpans j  being  the  firft  of  the  kjnd  that  was  creeled  in 
Scotland. 

Iron  Worts. — The  extenfive  and  valuable  feams  of  coal 
and  limc-ftone  on  the  eftate  of  Sauchy,  belonging  to  Lord 
Cathcart,  induced  fome  gentlemen,  under  the  firm  of  De- 
von 


Of  Clackmannan.  62  JT 

Von  Company,  to  eftabliflv  iron  works  of  coi)fiderable  ex- 
tent. Thefe  confift  at  prefent  of  two  blaft  furnaces,  and 
are  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Devon,  near  to  th£ 
old  tower  of  Sauchy*  The  fituation,  and  fingular  con- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Devon  iron  works,  begun  in  July  179a, 
merit  the  attention  of  the  cutious  in  mechanicks  and  ar- 
chitecture. A  fteef)  bank  rifes  more  than  50  feet  abdvt 
the  level  of  the  river,  and  is  compofed  of  a  mock,  or  very 
thick  ftratum  of  frce-ftone,  very  dry  and  uniform  in  its 
texture,  and  almoft  free  from  cracks  and  fiffures.  Inftead 
of  the  ufual  method  of  building  with  (tone  and  lime,  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  works  have  been  formed  in  this  bank* 
by  excavations  made  in  the  rock  Two  furnaces,  which  x 
are  each  above  40  feet  high,  and  14  feet  diameter,  and  alio 
the  fpacious  arches  which  give  accefs  to  the  workmen,  at 
the  bottom  of  the  furnace,  to  draw  off  the  liquid  metal 
and  flag,  arc  cut  out  of  the  rock*  The  roof  which  covers 
the  calling  Houfe,  a  room  70  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  and 
23  feet  high,  is  fupported  by  the  fides  of  the  quarry,  and 
the  folid  pillars  of  the  rock  that  were  left  for  this  purpofe 
in  making  the  excavation.  In  like  manner,  is  formed  the 
engine  houfe,  and  its  apparatus,  which  is  intended  to  fupply 
the  two  furnaces  with  wind,  by  throwing  at  each  vibra- 
tion of  the  engitie  a  fufflcient  quantity  of  air,  out  of  a 
large  cylinder,  into  a  long  gallery  or  cldfe  mine,  formed 
in  the  rock.  This  magazine  of  wind  will  contain  above 
10,000  cubic  feet  of  air,  much  cpndenfed  by  the  power  of 
the  engine,  as  the  gallery  is  very  clofely  (hut  up,  and  made 
air-tight ;  having  only  two  apertures,  one  to  receive  the 
fupply  of  air  from  the  air  pump,  and  the  other  to  admit  a 
pipe  that  conducts  the  condenfed  air  to  blow  the  two 

furnaces* 

The 
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The  Devon  iron  works  are  within  3  Englifh  miles  of 
the  port  and  harbour  of  Alloa,  where  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  thefe  works  are  intended  to  be  {hipped ; 
and  from  which,  by  a  retour  carriage,  the  proprietors  can 
eafily  bring  any  fupplies  of  iron«ftone,  iron-ores,  lime- 
(lone,  timber,  or  any  other  materials  that  may  be  ne- 
ceflary  *. 

Population  Table  for  1791- 


Number  of  fouls  f9 

2528 

From  10  to  20, 

4*4 

Males, 

1205 

From  20  to  5*0, 

1000 

*     Females, 

*3*3 

From  50  to  70, 

360 

Souls  under  ro, 

633 

From  70  to  100, 

51 
Heads 

#  This  undertaking  mttft  already  hare  eoft  a  large  fum  of  money,  al- 
though as  yet  only  id  its  infant  ftate  r  bat  the  advantages  thac  muft  jt- 
ftlt  from  it  to  every  clafs  of  people,  and  to  the  landholders  of  this  county 
in  particular,  give  great  caufe  to  wife  for  its  extenfion  and  prosperity. 
The  filiation  has  many  peculiar  advantages.  The  whole  country  around 
it  abounds  in  coal,  as  well  as  in  ftrata  of  iron-done ;  and  a  vein  of  rich 
Udncy  iron  ore,  18  inches  thick,  has  been  found  in  one  of  the  neigh- 
bouring hills.  There  is  alfo  a  very  fine  lime-ftone  rock,  within  a  few 
miles  of  it,  lately  difcovered  in  the  Menfrry  hills,  belonging  to  Major 
General  Abercromby  of  Tollibody.  So  that  when  we  add  to  all  thefe 
advantages,  the  practicability  of  cutting  a  navigable  canal  to  join  the  river 
Forth,  we  may  reafonably  exped  that  this  undertaking  will  prove  fue- 
ccfiful. 

f  In  the  year  1755,  the  number  of  fouls  in  the  parifli  of  Clackmannan 
was,  according  to  Dr.  Webfter's  report,  1913;  fo  that  there  is  an  in- 
creafe  fince  that  period  of  615.  This  may  eafily  be  accounted  for,  from 
she  number  of  people  who,  for  many  years,  crowded  to  this  place,  in 
order  to  be  employed  at  the  diftilleries.  It  is  probable,  that  the  number 
of  colliers  has  alfo  increafed :  of  thefe,  there  are  in  the  prefent  lift  6oj 
fouls.  Previous  to  the  year  1788,  the  numbers  in  the  parifli  were  much 
greater  than  in  1704 ;  for  when  the  diflillcriei  gave  over  working,  a 
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629 


Heads  of  families, 

681 

Weavers,            -            23 

Of  whom  arc 

Butchers,             -              7 

Married, 

460 

Millers,               -.            z 

Bachelors, 

39 

Day  labourers,               1 14 

Widowers, 

33 

Glazier,              -               1 

Widows, 

100 

Diftillers,             -              Z 

Eftablifhed  Church, 

39* 

Ale  and  whifky  fellers,     23 

Antiburghers, 

5* 

Carters,              -               10 

Burghers, 

59 

Gardeners,            -          iq 

Relief, 

180 

Coopers,              -              Z 

Houfes, 

S11 

Cadgers,              -              Z 

Men  fervants  in  their 

own 

Coal  grieves,         -            3- 

houfes, 

49 

Miners,               •              6 

Ditto  in  families, 

121 

Sailors,                -              ^j 

Women  fervants, 

79 

Tide  waiter,            -          » 

Fanners, 

51 

Grocers  or  fhopkeepers,    i* 

Colliers,  who  are  heacjs  of 

Horfes,            -              41a 

families, 

116 

Black  cattle,        -          394 

Bakers, 

4 

Ploughs,             -             IOOr 

Tailors,   * 

11 

Carts,                -             192 

Shoemakers, 

12 

Four  wheeled  carriages,  viz. 

Wrights, 

23 

A  coach  and  two  chaifes,  3 

Mafons, 

10 

Pigeon  houfes,                   & 

Smiths, 

*S 

Table 


great  miny  families  left  the  nariffi.  *fhefe  are  now  (1 794)  returning* 
and  many  mote  may  be  expe&ed ;  both  on  account  of  the  diftillcries, 
which  are  again  reviving,  and  the  Devon  iron  work.  So  that  in  a  few 
years  it  ii  highly  probable,  that  the  population  of  thit  pariih  will  be 
much  greater  than  it  it  at  prcfent. 


&. 
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Table  0/ Marriages,  Births,  and  Burials  fir  21  yaru 

Yean    Proclama-    Marriage*  in    loter-marriigeiwith  Birtbs»  Bomb 
tion*.         the  parilh.         other  parilhes  a. 


>773> 

16 

12 

4 

67 

33 

»774. 

10 

8 

2 

69 

57 

1775. 

20 

16 

4 

60 

45 

"776. 

it 

16 

5 

81 

47 

«777» 

24 

»7 

7 

68 

81 

1778, 

29 

»7 

12 

94 

40 

»779» 

»3 

*5 

8 

77 

26 

1780, 

35 

25 

10 

.    9o 

81 

1781, 

*7 

21 

6 

9* 

64 

178a, 

33. 

*9 

»4 

78 

62 

J783, 

21 

»5 

6 

90 

9° 

1784, 

28 

21 

7 

86 

55 

»785» 

29 

22 

7 

94 

66 

1786, 

43 

34 

9 

76 

54 

»787» 

47 

39 

8 

81 

h 

1788, 

34 

29 

5 

82 

39 

1789, 

26 

17 

9 

77 

3» 

"790. 

*5 

22 

3 

69 

76 

»79*» 

20 

20 

— 

73 

81 

i79»» 

27 

18 

9 

73 

53 

>793» , 

19 

»3 

6 

«5 

6S 

Total, 

JJ7 

416 

141 

1642 

1236 

Average, 

27 

20 

7 

78 

S9 

Peor. — The. funds  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor  arife 
from  the  intereft  of  2501.  Sterling,  from  the  weekly  col- 
lections at  die  church  door,  from  fines  on  account  of  mif- 

demeanours, 
*  Where  the  women  only  have  left  the  pariitk 
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demeanours,  and  from  a  general  voluntary  fubfcripdon  by ' 
the  heritors,  whether  refident  or  non-refident,  and  aU  the 
inhabitants  in  the  parifh.  The  heritors  and  kirk-feflion, 
about  20  years  ago,  formed  themfelves  into  a  committee, 
which  meets  monthly,  for  the  management  of  thefe  funds. 
Into  this  committee  are  chofen,  from  time  to  time,  fuch 
of  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  as  are  bed  acquaint- 
ed with  the  ftate  of  the  poor  in  their  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood  *. 

Subjoined  is  a  table,  fhowing  the  number  of  monthly 
penfioners  in  the  parifh  of  Clackmannan  for  17  years  prior 
to  1794,  together  with  an  exa£t  account  of  the  money 
received  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor.  But  befides 
%  the  regular  penfioners,  needy  perfons,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  extraordinary  fupplies.  Thefe  are  not  marked  in 
the  following  table j  but  the  furplus  will  (how  the  fum 
allotted  to  therm 


Tabu 


*  A  clerk  and  treasurer  receives  a  proper  allowance  yearly  out  of  the 
fundi  for  keeping  the  booka,  and  paying  the  money  to  the  poor.  Theft 
receive  charity  in  proportion  to  their  wanta;  in  general,  from  a  a,  Co  6a, 
monthly,  according  aa  they  are  able  to  work  left  or  more.  If,  at  any 
time,  they  are  in  diftrela,  without  having  any  perfon  to  attend  them,  a 
keeper  ia  appointed  to  thii  office,  and  ia  paid  out  of  the  funda.  None  of 
the  poor  are  allowed  to  beg ;  which  feema  to  be  a  feverc  reftraint  upon 
feme  of  the  idle  one*. 

Before  they  are  admitted  upon  the  monthly  roD,  they  are  alio  obliged 
to  give  to  the  treaforer  an  inventory  of  their  effect*,  which,  at  their 
death,  are  difpofed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund,  provided  they  havejno 
children  ia  need  of  them. 
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Table. 

Years. 

Numb< 

;r  of  Pepfioners. 

Yearly  Income. 

*777> 

— 

13 

— 

L.  100    z     if 

*778. 

— 

40 

— 

89     7     61 

*779* 

— 

43 

— 

102  14     74 

1780, 

— 

42 

— 

113  16    6 

*1*i, 

— 

44 

— ' 

137  18     Si 

178a, 

— 

48 

— 

108  10     oi 

i7»3» 

— 

SI 

— 

xi8  ix     7i 

1784, 

— 

51 

— 

140  it  ni 

1785, 

— 

5i 

t  — 

x<k>  14    2 

1786, 

— 

43 

'  r- 

143    5  «o* 

1787, 

— 

46 

— 

»5J    7     J 

1788, 

— 

4* 

— 

178  18    74 

1789, 

— 

43 

— 

xi8  18    if 

>79°t 

— 

4* 

— 

no  16    9i 

*79*> 

— 

43 

— 

J  09     1  ui 

1792, 

— 

3* 

— 

125     0     8t 

*793> 

— 

4i 

— 

134    7    ** 

Total, 

733 

L-ai55     3    3* 

Average,  43  L,  126  15     o 

SrAoo/. — The  paiifh  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  2po  mcrks. 
About  2  years  ago,  the  heritors  voluntarily  agreed  to 
double  this  fum  during  the  life  of  the  prefent  incumbent : 
fo  that  this  doubled  (alary,  together  with  the  other  emo- 
fuments,  make  his  income  about  40K  Sterling  a-year,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  fchool  wages  and  a  good  houfe  and  garden. 
Bcfides  the  parochial  fchool,  there  arc  5  other  fchools  e- 
ftablifhed  in  different  parts  of  the  partth,  which  are  re- 
mote from  the  village  of  Clackmannan  *.    Each  of  the 

»  3  col- 

*  Michael  Bruce  taught  one  of  thefe  fchools— Michael  Brace,  the 
ingenious  poet  of  KiwofUhirc,  Whofe  premature  death  19  fo  pathetically, 

4  and 
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%  collieries  has  one  of  thefe.  Sometimes*  indeed,  there  are 
even  fchoolmafters,  paid  by  fubfcription,  according  to  the 
diftance  which  fuch  inhabitants  are  from  the  paxifh  fchool, 
who  are  able  to  bear  this  expenfe.  .  At  prefent,  one  of 
thefe  fubfcription  fchoolmafters  receives  upwards  of  50 1. 
a~year ;  fo  that  the  whole  yearly  income  of  the  different 
fchoolmafters  in  this  parifli  muft  amount  to  more  than 
170I.  Sterling; 
Vol.  XtV.  4  L  Church* 

and  To  juftly  lamented,  by  the  elegant  Author  of  the  Mtrror  (No.  36). 
A  very  (hort  tiihe  before  bit  death,  he  taught  the  (mall  fchool  of  For- 
reft  Mill,  worth  only  about  ill.  Sterling  a-year ;  and  it  was  the  higbeft 
preferment  to  which  he  attained.  Yet,  in  this  obfcuro  retreat,  in  the 
bleakeft  corner  of  the  parifli,  living  in  a  wretched  hovel,  and  draggling 
under  all  the  hardihips  of  poverty,  he  wrote  Lochlevir,  one  of  the 
fined  defcriptive  poems  in  the  Bngliih  language. 

The  following  «re  extracts  taken  from  hit  holograph  letter*  dill  ex*. 
tant,  and  in  the  poffdEon  t>f  the  Reverend  Dr.  Baird,  Principal  of  the 
Tiniverfity  of  Edinburgh ;  and  they  pat  this  lad  beyond  a  doubt. 

— — —  "  I  have  wrote  a  few  lines  of  *  defcriptive  poem,  CmI  tita- 
<(  Us  tfi  LotbUvtn*  You  may  remember  you  hinted  fuch  a  thing  to  me  > 
''  fo  I  have  fet  about  it,  and  you  may  expect  a  dedication.  I  hope  it  will 
•'  foon  be  finifhed,  as  I,  every  week,  add  two  Hoes,  blot  out  fiz>  and 
*  alter  eight*  You  (hall  hear  the  plan  when  1  know  it  myfelf.  Fare- 
u  well    I  am,  your's,  &c.  Micbaxl  Bauca." 

Forreft  Mill,  July  *8.  1766. 

To  Mr.  David  Arnot  of  Portmoag. 

And,  in  another  letter  to  the  feme  perfon,  he  gives  ah  account  of  a  vt- 
fit  to  the  Ifland  of  Lochleveri,  and  exclaims  bitterly  againft  the  men  who 
conveyed  him  thither,  for  not  allowing  him  more  time  to  examine  its 
antiquities*— M  They,"  ftys  he,  "  who  confider  it  fat  no  other  view  than 
■*  as  capable  of  feeding  a  dosen  or  fourteen  cattle,  when  their  work  was 
M  over,  would  not  flay  a  minute  longer,  had  it  been  to  difcovcr  the 
"  great  toe  of  St.  Moag,  who  is  buried  there.  My  description  of  it,  in 
u  the  poem  Lochleveo  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  now  finilhed)  runs  that 
"  — — -    I  am,  &c.  Michael  Bancs." 

Forreft  Mill,  December  I.  1766. 

A  second  edition  of  Michael  Brace's  Poems  it  now  in  the  prefb 
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Chnrch%  &c— The  churjrh  is  an  old  mean  ftruftnre,  it 
Ac  form  of  a  crofs,  evidently  bulk  at  different  periods, 
and  now  in  a  very  ruinous  ftate.  The  manic  was  built 
about  the  year  174c  It  is  beautifully  fituatcd  on  the  S. 
fide  of  the  ridge  on  which  the  village  ftands,  and  com- 
jnands  a  moft  delightful  view  of  die  whole  country  along 
die  banks  of  the  river  Forth.  Lord  Dundas  b  patron. 
—The  ftipend  confifts  of  24  bolls  of  barley,  24  bolls  of 
meal,  16  bolls  of  oats,  and  501.  Sterling  in  money,  exclu- 
five  of  40 1.  Scotch  for  communion  elements,  and  20  L 
Scotch  for  gvafs  maU  \  with  a  glebe  of  about  4  acres  of 
good  land,  and  what  is  called  craig  km*  coal,  that  is,  free 
coal,  except  paying  the  coDkr,  which  is  about  one-third 
j  art  of  the  value  *. 

The  records  of  the  kirk-feflion  commence  in  the  year 
2593,  and  are  almpft  entire  from  that  period. 

Though  Aere  are  a  variety  of  feftaxies  in  the  pariflj, 
only  one  of  them  (the  Relief)  has  a  meeting4ioufe  in  it* 
the  reft  go  to  meeting-houfes  in  the  adjoining  parifties. 

Antiquities.— Clackmannan  has,  for  many  generations, 
been  die  feat  of  die  chief  of  the  Braces  in  Scotland.  It  it 
not  certain*  however,  at  what  precife  period  John  de 
Bruce,  third  fon  of  Robert,  one  of  the  Earls  of  Annan- 
dale,,  became  proprietor  of  it.  King  David  II.  gave  it  to 
Jus  kinftnan,  Robert  Bruce,  the  firft  laird  of  Clackmannan. 
{Dik&o  coofanguineoy  fcuth  the  charter,  dated  at  Perth  the 
9th  of  December,*  a.  regni  39),  which  TnufThave  been  a 
very  fhort  time  only  before  his  death,  it  is  probable,  in- 
deed, 

»  Since  thb  account  was  written,  die  Conn  of  \  da*  (of  thU  datt, 
November  19.  r;^)  have  granted  an  angmeotatfea  of  few  chattel  of 
vi&aal,  one  half  in  meal,  and  the  otner  to  Darky;  befidtt  as  addition 
•f  jL  Sterfeig  to4ihi  eommaemiea  tknaettttQDef. 
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4eed,  that  King  David  tcfided  at  Clackmannan,  at  leaft, 
daring  the  firft  part  of  his  reign ;  fince  we  find,  that,  in 
the  year  1330!  his  chamberlain,  Reginald  More,  fettlc4 
hi?  puUick  accounts  there  *. 

The  old  tower,  which  ftill  remains,  is  faid  to  have  been 
%uik  by  King  Robert  Bruce.  From  the  ftyle  of  the  build- 
ing,  indeed  (for  there  is  no  date  upon  it),  it  appears  to 
liave  been  ere&ed  about  his  <ime  j  and*  from  feveral  names 
«f  places,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  aftually  was  the  reft? 
«tence  of  fome  of  the  kings ;  a$  the  following  names  feem. 
to  indicate ;  Kings  Seat  Hil^  Kings  Meadow  Park,  and 
^others  of  a  fimilar  nature,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tower, 
-The  greateft  height  of  this  tower  is  79  feet,  ,  It  contains 
a  variety  of  apartments,  and  has  been  furrounded  by  % 
moat,  with  a  draw-bridge,  part  of  which  (till  remains. 
Adjoining  the  tower,  ftands  the  old  manfion,  the  refidfence 
ef  the  family,  till  the  direft  line  became  extin£t.  Both 
the  tower  and  houfe,  however,  are  faft  crumbling  int» 
ruins,  and  exhibit  a  fad  fpe&aclc  of  human  grandeur* 
Though  faid  to  have  been  once  the  abode  of  kings,  and* 
for  many  ages,  the  chief  refidence  ef  one  of  the  moft  an- 
cient families  in  die  kingdom,  yet  they  now  afford  only  » 
yery  corofortlcfc  dwelling  to  a  common  ploughman. 

Henry  Bruce,  £f%.,  the  laft  laird  of  Clackmannan,  died 
in  1772  \  and  in  him  ended  {he  dire£t  line  of  that  ancient 
family.  His  widow,  Katharine  Bruce,  furvived  him  till 
November  1791,  when  (he  died,  by  means  of  an  accidental 
/all,  at  the  great  age  of  95  f.  She  had  in  her  pofleffion 
4  L  t  « 

*  p«e  u  Aoeotmta  of  the  Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  in  the  veei*  i 3*ff 
9350,  tod  1331,  from  the  originals  id  the  Exchequer,**  publifhed  hf 
Mr.  John  Dovidfonin  1771.  • 

f  The  memory  of  this  fed?  will  ever  he  revered  bj  ail  who  kstw  her. 
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an  immcnfcly  large  fword,  with  a  helmet,  faid  to  have 
been  ufed  by  King  Robert  Bruce  at  the  battle  of  Bannock- 
burn  $  both  of  which  (he  bequeathed  as  a  legacy  to  the 
prefent  Earl  of  Elgin.  The  direft  male  line  of  the  family 
of  Bruce  of  Clackmannan  being  extin£k,a  difpute  is  now 
keenly  agitated  by  two  claimants  for  the  chieflhip,  the  EarJ 
of  Elgin  and  Alexander  Bruce,  $fq.  of  Kennet  a  but  un- 
lefs  fome  farther  evidence  be  adduced,  than  what  has  yet 
appeared,  it  is  not  probable,  that  it  will  foon  be  termi- 
nated in  favour  of -either  of  the  parties.  It  is  aftoniflting, 
therefore,  how  Mr.  Aftlc,  fi  his  late  publication,  "  On 
the  Seals  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland,"  &c.  (hould,  withont 
hefitation,  and  without  fhowing  any  good  evidence,  have 
afligned  the  chieffhip  to  the  Earl  of  Elgin. 

A  tree  of  the  family  of  the  Bruces,  from  their  firft  at* 
rival  in  Britain,  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  that  nobleman,  left 
to  him  as  a  legacy  by  the  late  lady  of  Clackmannan  ;  a 
copy  of  which  alfo  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  Lord  Dundas. 
It  is  dated  1686 ;  but  upon  what  grounds  its  authenticity 
depends,  it  has  not  as  yet  been  ihown.  This,  howevet, 
muft  be  judged  of,  in  a  great  meafure,  according  as  the 
*  fa&s  related  in  it  agree  or  difagree  with  the  general  te» 
nor  of  hiftory.    If  this  tree  frail  be  pronounced  autherv- 

tick, 

She  was  one  of  thofe  rare  chara&ers,  which  at  timet  appear  on  earth  as 
the  ornament!  of  their  nature.  To  all  the  high  fentiments  of  a  dignified 
and  enlightened  mind,  (he  added  thole  amiable  virtue*,  of  the  heart, 
which  render  their  influence  irrefiftible.  Ai  long  as  fhe  lived,  therefore, 
the  Tower  of  Clackmannan  was  frequented  hy  her  numerous  friends  and 
acquaintance!,  of  various  ranks,  and  of  all  ages ;  for  her  extreme  weight 
of  years  had  not  made  the  leaft  impreffion  upon  that  happy*  Vivacity  and 
cheerfulnefs  of  temper,  which  had  always  made  her  company  fo  nraoji 
the  admiration  and  the  delight  of  her  friends.  She  was  formed  to  foa- 
port  to  the  laft,  with  undiminifhed  dignity,  the  chara&cr  of -  the  race 
frfem  vrhich  (he  was  fprung. 
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tick,  it  evidently  makes  Mr.  Bruce  of  Kerinet  the  chief  of 
the  Braces ;  fince,  according  to-  it,  he  is  defccnded  from 
Sir  Robert  Bruce,  the  eighth  laird  of  Clackmannan,  being 
three  generations  later  than  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  who  is  de- 
fended from  Sir  David  Bruce,  the  fifth  laird  of  Clack- 
mannan, according  to  this  tree.  On  the  margin  of  the 
tree  is  a  narrative,  giving  an  account  of  the  family  of ,  the 
Bruges*. 

Mr-  Bruce  of  Rennet  has  alio  a  claim  to  the  attainted 
title  of  Lord  Burleigh.  His.  grandmother,  by  the  father's 
fide,  was  Mary  Balfour,  the  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
fourth  Lord  Burleigh ;  whofe  6nly  fon  Robert  killed  a  man 
in  1707,  and  was  condemned  to  die,  but  efcaped  from  prifon 

previous 

•  Copy  of  the  Narrative  011  the  Margin  of  the  Funilj  Tree  of  the 
Bauces  of  Clackmannan. 

RSAOtft, 

Since  we  are  to  fpeak  of  the  gcnealngie  of  that  heroick  Prince  King 
Robert  Bruce,  take  notice,  in  the  firfl.  place,  that  this  firnasne  (whither 
corruptly  pronounced  for  Lc  Prenx  .(the  ,vaiiant),  aa  in  the  old  records 
it  is  oftentimes  written  Le  Breufe,  or  a  TopicaU  firname  De  Bruit,  from 
a  town  and  caftle  of  that  name  in  the  Of  ifons  country,  hath  originally 
from  France;  where,  about  the  year  11 43*  lived  Peter  Bracie,  famous 
for  writing  againft  the  Romiu  errors  of  tranfubftantiatioD,  whofe  fol- 
lowers, by  the  Popifh  writers,  are  (tiled  Petro  Bnifiani.  About  the  year 
1050,  divers  noblemen  of  Normandy,  coming  over  with  Q^  Emma,  let- 
tied  themfrlvet  in  England;  after  her  death  (being  hated  of  the  Englifli) 
were  forced  to  retire  for  Scotland,  which  was  then  nearly  allied  to  the 
Duke  of  Nermancly,  by  reafon  that  King  Kenneth  the  II F.  and  King 
Malcolm  the  II.  married  two  daughters  of  that  hoife  amongft  the  reft. 

I.  Adeline  le  Bruis,  Preos  or  Breos  (for  fo  di verily,  is  he  named),  ob- 
tained in  Scotland  the  lands  of  Bouiiden.  This  Adelme  joined,  in  the 
year  1066,  with  William  the  Baftard,  Duke  of  Normandy,  in  the  con- 
queil  of  England ;  and,  for  his  valiant  fervice,  was  highly  rewarded  with 
great  lands  there,  namely,  the  caftle  and  barony  of  Skekon,  and  lordfhip 
of  Cleveland,  the  lands  of  Hert,  Herttiefle,  Hertlcpool,  Danby,  Lcving» 
too,  Yaram,  Guityurgh,  Shorp,  Sibthrop,  Carlctos,  Weftly  BroAon, 

i 
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fuenous  to  the  day  of  his  execution.  He  wit  concealed  fot 
feme  years,  and  after  his  father's  death,  joinecf  in  the  Re  | 
beBion  in  1715  \  in  confequenee  of.  which,  the  title  was 
attainted.-— The  queftion,  therefore,  is,  whether  this  Robert 
was  to  be  confidered  as  dead  in  law,  upon  his  being  pa* 
demned  (whkh  was  before  his  father  died)v  fo  that  m 
after  deed  of  his  could  affeft  the  tkk  as  to  the  nc*t  heir? 
If  this  be  the  cafe,  as  the  title  is  laid  to  be  to  heita  what- 
foerer,  Mr.  Brace  of  Kennet  muft  hare  a  juft  ehmn  to  the 
title  of  Burleigh,  by  virtue  of  his  grandmother's  right,  u 
the  other  lifter  was  neve*  married, 

There 

and  TJpIythan.  He  had  two  fbaes,  1.  Robert,  Ut  Jaccdbr ;  *.  ViSa, 
prior  of  Ouiflmrgh.  He  carried,  in  his  coat  of  arm*  A,  a  lyon  rampant  P : 
He  had  a  younger  brother,  named  William  le  Breos,  Lord  of 


IL  Robert  Brace,  elder  fbne  to  Adeline,  affined  Edgar  (foam  to  K. 
llakom  Craamort)  in  recovery  of  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  wfurped  by 
Dancan,  hk  befbrd  brother,  and  Donald  Bane  his  ancle;  ho 
Agoffr  Annand,  heir  of  the  Lordship  of  Annandak,  who  have  I 
tones;  ift.  Adam,  Lefd  of  Snellen ;  ad.  Robert,  I*r4  of 
He  founded  the  priory  of  Gtuiburgb,  anno  1 1*0,  and  endowes!  k  rkhfcj 
with  landa  and  tythes.  He  affifad  Su  David,  then  EarJe  Hnntingtae*, 
in  foandieg  the  abbey  of  Sdhirk,  whkh  afterward*,  when  he  came  to 
the  Crown,  tranfpottcd  to  Kejfo.  This  Lord  Robert,  to  witness  in  the 
charter  of  mortification,  has  contributed  his  lands  of  Bonisnen  for  incroaf. 
jngtbe  patrimony  thereof.  He  died  anno  1141,  and  was  boried  in  the 
monaftery  of  Gnifirargh  t  to  that  they  are  mieafcen  we»  acconnt  the 
Robert  to  he  the  man  whoaffiAed  William  the  Conspseror  anew  S06S, 
being  fbme  75  years  before  his  death.  Hk  brother  William,  prior  of 
Gailborgh,  dkd  A.  D;  1155. 

III.  Robert,  fecond  of  that  name,  was  second  Lord  of  Aaonadnk,  k 
right  of  his  mother,  and  Lord  of  Ckaveland,  Hert,  Hertncfs,  emd  Herc- 
yoo),  by  his  father's  gift.  He  conformed  to  the  caftoms  of  thole  timet, 
appointing  his  father's  bearing,  aCemed  the  coat  of  Annandak  Q,  n  chkf 
nnd  fakier  O,  end  having  no  fotts  by  his  first  wife  Aliia,or  A*ifa»  lie  gaie 
Inmjry  nvmifidtityw  ta  the  canons  of  G»tf?ergh  $  he  gw  aUb  many 
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There  is  another  old  tower  fituatcd  00  the  banks  of  the 
Devon,  belonging  to  Lord  Cathcart.  It  has  been  fof 
many  years  in  the  pofleflion  of  his  family,  and  is  ftill  rnoi£ 
entire  than  the.  tower  of  Clackmannan.    There  was  alfp 

one 

lands  in  marriage  with  his  daughters,  whofe  pofterity  carry  his  arms, 
with  alterations,  namely,  Johnfton,  Kilpatrick,  Moffct,  Tweedy,  Tak,  . 
JLitle,  Cony,  Hcrt,  Greir,  Jardin,  Boys.    By  his  fecond  wife,  Judith*, 
daughter  to  William  of  Langcafter,  Lord  of  Kendell,  he  had, 

IV.  William,  third  Lord  of  Annandale  and  Cleveland,  a  viahat  re- 
ligions nobleman,  who  lived  in  the  days  of  K.  Alexander  II.  in  die  roth 
year  of  his  reigne.  He  is  wicacfi  in  a  charter  granted  by  ham  to  Abbey 
of  Kelib ;  he  confirmed  his  predecefibr*s  donation  to  the  monaftery  of 
Kelio  and  GuHbungh,  adding  moreover  a  new  gift  of  certain  lands  in 
Hertlepoo!  to  the  canons  of  GuUbnrgh.  He  married  Uabel,  daughter  to 
Wiffiam  the  Lyon,  begotten  upon  the  daughter  de  AvenelL 

V.  Robert  his  fon,  third  of  that  name,  and  fourth  Lord  Annandale  and 
Cleaveland,  married  Uabclla,  daughter  to  Gilbert  of  Clare,  Earl  of  Clare, 
Glocefter,  and  Hertfoords  had  three  foot,  x.  Robert,  his  fuccefibr; 
a.  John,  of  whom  many  of  the  furname  of  Bruce  in  Scotland  are  de- 
fended \  3.  Sir  Bernard,  of  Conington,  in  England. 

VI.  Robert,  fourth  of  that  name,  and  fifth  Lord  of  Annandale,  mar* 
tied  Mabel),  fecond  daughter  to  Prince  David  Earl  of  Huntington  and 
Chefter,  and  got  with  her  the  lordlhip  of  Oarioch.  He  was,  for  his  ex- 
ceeding valour,  tlmamed  the  Noble.  In  the  year  1 264,  he,  with  John 
BalioU,  Lord  of  Galloway,  was  Cent  with  an  army  to  the  ai&ftance  of  K, 
Henry  the 'ill.  of  England  againft  the  Barons. 

VII.  Robert,  hb  Ion,  fifth  of  that  name,  Lord  of  Annandale  and  G**- 
rioch,  married  Martha  Counted  of  Carrkk. 

The  clandeflino  smuriage,  fpoken  of  by  our  hiuWians,  was  not  be* 
twist  her  and  the  Lord  Robert  Bruce,  but  with  Thomas  Mackintagart, 
her  firfthuibaod;'who  (being  Earl  of  Carrkk  in  her  right),  in  the  year 
l*70i  was  (cut  with  other  noblemen  to  the  wars  of  the  Holy  Land  with 
1000  foldiers;  and,  dying  there  without  iflue,  left  his  lady  a  widow, 
whofe  marriage  die  Sing  procured  to  his  coufin  Lord  Robert  Bruce, 
whereby  he  became  Earl  of  Carrkk*  Sbe  bare  many  children  to  him; 
1.  Robert,  fixth  of  that  name,  thereafter  King  of  Scotland ;  ft.  Edward 
Earl  of  Carxifk  and  King  of  keUnd;  3.  S*  Neil  Bruce,  taken  in  Kil- 
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one  of  the  fame  kind  at  a  place  called  Hart-fhaw,  whL; 
belonged  originally  to  the  Stewarts  of  Rofyth;  from  whicl 
family  Oliver  Cromwell,  by  the  female  line,  is  faidr 
have  been  defcended.  It  was  probably  the  hunting  fate 
that  family,  as  the  name  denotes.    Very  few  vdbgft 

howcrcr. 


drimmic;  4.  and*  5.  Thomas  and  Alexander,  taken  in  Galloway:  Thci 
three  were  bafcly  murdered  by  King  Edward  Long  Shanks.  Ha  fci 
daughter  Chriftian  was  married  6rft  to  Sir  Andrew  Murray,  Lord  Bc6 
well.  After  his  death  (he  being  killed  at  Stirling  1207),  (he  was  marrirf 
to  Donald  Earl  of  Mar.  Second  daughter  Eufeme,  married  to  Sir  Tk- 
mas  Randolph,  fheriff  of  Roxbrugh,  and  great  Chamberlain  of  Scoekad. 
Third,  Marjory,  married  Sir  NeiU  Campell  of  Loch.  The  (bath 
married  to  Sir  Chriftopfcer  Seaton  of  Seaton.  This  Robert  a  k 
uho  contended  with  Baliol  for  the  crown,  and  being  j>erfidi©ofly^ 
by  King  Edward  Long  Shanks  (who  made  ufe  of  his  power  and  fnesA 
to  conquer  Scotland,  under  pretence  of  maintaining  bit  tide),  at  log* 
perceaveing  the  treachery,  and  labouring  in  tain  to  get  his  (bo,  the 
Lord  Robert  Bruce,  in  his  own  power,  whom  King  Edward  cn& 
to  be  keept  in  Cailis  as  a  pledge  to  bind  his*  father  to  his  fcnict, 
and  fo  to  withdraw  himfelf  into  Scotland,  brocken  with  grief  and  in- 
dignation. As  he  returned  from  Heft  to  Annandale,  he  decofed  a 
the  way!  about  Pafche  1304,  and  was  buried  in  the  monaftery  of  Hobs 
Coultran.  Obferve,  here  the  reader  is  admoniihed  of  feme  miAako  * 
writer*  of  hiftory ;  feme  placing  another  Robert  betwixt  this  Earl  ^ 
Carrich  and  Robert  the  Noble,  who  married  one  of  the-  heirs  of  Hut- 
ingtonn ;  feme  affecting  thaj  Robert  the  Noble  himfelf  was  Balioi'i  com- 
petitor ;  feme  writing  that  Robert  Earl  of  Carrick,  who  contended  v& 
Baliol,  was  the  fame  which  afterwards  fo  happily  came  to  the  crown; 
whereas  indeed  Robert  the  Noble  was  father  to  the  Earl  of  Carrick,  wi 
dyed  before  Alexander  the  III.  King  Robert  alfe  was  but  a  child  of  to 
or  twelve  years  in  the  time  of  contention,  his  father  being  (till  alive,  wh« 
(asfaid  is)  dyed  anno  1304* 

VIII.  King  Robert  Bruce  married,  firft  Uabell,  daughter  to  Oratory 
Earl  of  Mar,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter  Mariorie,  whoe  bare  to  her 
huftnnd,  the  Lord  Walter  Stewart  of  Renfrew,  Robert  King  «f  Sect- 
land  ;  and  fecondly,  he  married  Ushefl  de  Bonxk,  daughter  to  Hayor 
Earl  of  Ul^cr  in  Ireland,  who  WM  mother  to"  King  David  and  to  M* 
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However,  of  this  tower,  except  the  coat  of  arms,  are  now 

Remaining.    The  proprietory  it  feems,  in  the  beginning  of 
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garet  Countefs  of  Sutherland.    King  David  had  no  iffue,  whereby  the 
crown  fell  to  the  houfe  of  Stewart. 

IX.  Edward  Earl  of  Carrick  and  King  of  Ireland  (younger  brother  to 
King  Robert),  married  Ifabell,  daughter  of  John  Earl  of  Athol,  fitter 
daughter  to  the  Lord  Cumine  Stair  at  Dumfries.  She  bare  to  him  three 
font,  fucceflively  one  after  another  Earls  of  Carrick ;  Robert,  killed  at 
Duplin;  2.  Earl  Alexander,  killed  at  Haledon-hil),  both  without  iffue  1 
3.  Earl  Thomat  married  Dornagilla  Cumine,  daughter  to  Red  John 
Cumine,  widow  of  Archibald  Douglaf*  Lord  of  Gaioway  (in  her  right), 
by  whom  he  had  one  daughter  Eleooor,  who  married  Sir  James  San  de- 
lands,  to  whom  her  uterine  brother  William  Earl  of  Douglaf*  gave  iit 
portion  with  her  the  barony  of  Weft  Calder;  of  which  manage,  the 
Barons  of  Weft  Calder  and  Lords  of  Torphichea  are  descended.  In  thit 
Thomas  ended  the  male  iffue  of  Robert  Bruce  fir  ft  Earl  of  Carrick, 
whereupon  that  Earldom  was  br  flowed  on  John  Stewart,  Lord  of  Kyle, 
eldeft  fone  to  King  Robert  Stewart,  who  thereafter  was  King,  called 
Robert  the  III. :  and  the  Earldom  of  Carrick  was  annexed  to  the  prin* 
cipalicy. 

X.  King  David  Bruce,  in  the  39th  year  of  hit  reign,  1369,  gave  the 
barony  and  caftle  of  Clackmannio,  which  of  old  belonged  to  the  crown, 
to  hit  kinfman.  "/  Dclc&o  confanguinco,"  faith  the  charter,  dated  at 
Perth  the  9th  of  December,  a  regni  39. 

Robert  Bruce  defcended  of  William  Adelines*  brother,  whofe  fuccef* 
for  (after  the  houfe  of  Annandale  were  exrind),  did  fucceed  as  chief, 
andfo  aflumed  the  armes,  to  wit,  a  chief  and  faltier,  fo  carried  by  the 
lairds  of  ClacVmannin.  The  houfe  of  Airth  giving  for  difference  a  ftar 
in  chief,  and  Earlfliall  defcended  from  Airth  for  a  farther  difference, 
adeth  a  flower  de  lis,  in  memory  of  his  advancement  by  King  Charles 
the  VIII.  of  Prance  (for  his  great  fervices)  to  the  barony  of  Con  ere  fault, 
which  he  excambed  with  the  Lord  Monneypenney  for  the  lands  of  Earl* 
fhall  in  Fyffe. 

XI.  Sir  Bernard  Bruce,  third  fan  to  the  forcfaid  Robert  fourth  Lord 
of  Annandale,  by  the  favour  of  elder  brother,  Robert  the  Noble,  who 
married  David  Earle  of  Hontiogtoun's  daughter,  obtained  the  marriaga 
of  the  heir  of  Connington,  in  Hui.ttngtounihire,  and  Exton  in  Rutland* 
lure,  in  England,  holding  in  fee  of  the  Karl*  of  fiujitingtoua,    To  him 
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this  centurr,  pulled  it  down,  for  the  purpofc  of  building 

a  mill,  and  fom  j  farm  houfes. 

CbaraBrr 

fucceedcd  his  fon  Barnard  II.  hit  Ton  Barnard  III.  his  foa  Barnard  IY- 
who  had  no  ifluc.  His  younger  brother  John  Br.  had  two  daughters, 
I.  Jean,  wbo  got  the  lands  cf  Eaton,  of  whom  defended  the  HunttB** 
roans  of  Elton ;  a.  Agnes  Bruce  got  the  lands  of  Conningtoo,  whose 
fuccciTor  is  Sir  Robert  Cotton  of  Conning  ton,  the  famous  antiquary. 

We  come  now  to  fpeak  of  Adam  Lord  of  Skelton,  cldeft  Too  to  Ro- 
bert firft  Lord,  of  Annandale,  whofc  fucceflors  carried  in  their  coat  of 
arms,  Ar  a  lyon  rampant,  P.  His  fon,  Adam  Bruce  (fecoed  of  that 
name),  had  for  his  fucceffor  Peter,  I,  a  mighty  baron,  who  married  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  of  Campeigne  (fifter'i  fon  to  the  Conqueror),  Earle 
Albemarle  and  Holdernefs.  His  fon  Peter  I  J.  married  Havifa,  grandchild 
and  heir  to  William  of  Lancaster,  Lord  of  Kendall,  in  whofa  tight  he 
and  his  heirs  pofleffed  that  barony  :  He  died  at  MerfiUes  io  France  (as 
he  returned  from  the  Holy  Land)  ill 9.  His  fon  Peter  III.  bad  no 
children;  and  he  was  laft  of  the  male  fuccefiton  of  Adam  Lord  of%Skel- 
ton.  His  great  inheretance  was  divided  amongft  his  four  fillers;  x. 
Agnes  brought  to  her  huiband  Sir  Walter  Faulconbridge  the  baron)'  of 
Skelton ;  a.  Lnfie  and  her  huiband,  Sir  Marmaduke  Thueng,  had  the 
barony  of  Danby ;  3  Margaret  Bruce  and  her  huiband,  Robert  Ro&, 
Lord  of  Warkcaftle,  got  the  Lordfliip  of  KendalL  Laderina,  with  her 
huiband  John  de  Bella  Aqua,  had  the  lands  of  Carleton. 

XII.  William  le  Breos,  for  fo  he  and  his  poftcrity  is  cald,  brother,  to 
Adeline,  for  his  fervice  in  the  conqueft,  got  from  William  of  Normandy 
the  caftle  and  barony  of  Bremwer  in  Suffer. 

XIII.  Peter  lc  Breos,  his  fon,  fecond  Lord  of  Bremwer,  married  Ha- 
▼ifa,  daughter  of  William  de  Momara  Earl  of  Lincoln,  in  her  right;  Ota 
dyed  in  the  Holly  Land,  tia8. 

XIV.  Phillip  le  Breos,  his  fon,  third  Lord  of  Bremwer,  a  valiant 
nobleman,  was  one  of  the  firft  adventurers  in  the  conqoeft  of  Ireland. 
He  married  Bertha,  fecond  daughter  to  Millo  Fit  a- Walter,  Earle  of 
Hercfoord.  She  had  three  brethren,  Rodger,  Walter,  and  Henry,  one 
after  another  EarU  of  Hereford,,  who  leaveing  no  ifluc,  Bertha  aug- 
mented her  huiband  Philip  with  the  Lordfliip  of  Brecknock,  in  Brcck- 
nockfliire,  and  Abefgavcny,  in  Munmuthfliire  in  England. 

X  V.  William,  hi«  fon,  fourth  Lord  Bremwer,  and  alfu  Lord  of  Breck- 
nock and  Abargavcny,  married  Eva,  one  of  the  fire  daughters,  and  co- 

hefca 
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Chara&er  of  the  People. — The  great  diverfity  of  ranks 
mnd  employments  in  this  parifli,  renders  the  chara&er  of 
the  people  equally  diverfified.  In  general,  however,  they 
are  a  fober,  induftrious,  and  religious  people ;  though  in- 
ftances  of  great  profligacy  now  and  then  occur.  Many  of 
the  lower  ranks  are  much  addifted  to  the  drinking  of 
whiflcy  5  which  is  often  the  caufe  of  much  mifery  to  their 
families.  The  great  body  of  the  farmers  are  a  moft  inteU 
ligent  and  reipe&able  cla{$  of  men  $  many  of  them  pof- 
4M2  felling 

heirs  (after  {be  death  of  their  five  brethren)  of  William  Marlhall,  the 
great  Earl  of  Pembroke.    She  had  two  fon«. 

XVI.  William-,  who  dying  vithout  iffue,  left  his  fucceffion  to  his  bro- 
ther. 

XVII.  Robert,  who  married  Helen,  daughter  to  Allan  de  Vitro 
Pont,  &c.  This  Robert  did  quit  hit  own  arms,  and  aflumed  thofc  6/ 
Annandale,  they  being  the  only  male-heirs  of  the  family  defcended  from 
Adeline.  King  Robert,  his  brother  Edward,  and  his  fons,  all  earls  of 
Annandale,  being  eitind  without  iffue,  fo  that  this  Robert  remained 
chief,  afTummg  the  primitive  terms  which  his  foccefibrs  carry  onto  thii 
day  from  him,  many  bearing  the  name  of  Bruce,  arc  defcended  :  whole 
fon, 

XVIH.  Robert  I.  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  — —  Stuart,  daugh- 
ter to  the  Laird  of  Rofenyth,  who  bare  to  him  three  fons ;  I.  Robert  f 
ft.  Edward;  3.  Thomas;  and -a  daughter,  who  married  the  Laird  of 
Baloagoun  :  but  his  fon, 

XIX.  Robert,  fecond  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  — —  Scrym* 
genre  of  Didop,  by  whom  he  had  ift.  David,  ad.  Bruce  of  Munies. 

XX.  David,  third  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  the  daughter  to 
the  Lord  of  Lorn. 

XX I.  Jtovid,  fourth  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  ift.  »— * 
Stirling,  daughter  to  their  Laird  of  Keir :  ft.  He  married  Herris,  daugh- 
ter to  the  Laird  Tareglea,  on  both  of  whom  he  had  ifluc,  as  in  the  tree  to 

•    he  feen. 

XXII.  Sir  David,  fifth  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  Jennet 
Blackcter,  daughter  to  the  Laird  of  Tullialan,  Ice 

XXIII.  John,  fixth  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  —  Murray, 
daughter  to  the  Laird  of  Polmacs, 

XXIV. 
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felling  fenrimcnts  and  manners  fuperior  to  their  rank  in 
life.  The  higher  ranks  in  this  parifli  hare  been,  from  time 
immemorial,  uniformly  diflinguifhed  by  their  exemplary 
Condu£k,  and  their  regular  attendance  upon  all  the  ordi- 
nances of  religion  #  f  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that  they 

ftiii 
JPCIV.  Robert,  fcventh  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  foreeeded  Joha,  ad 
parried  — ^  Murray,  daughter  to  the  Laird  of  Tuliibam,  by  whom  ac 
bad  iffue. 

XXV.  Sir  Robert,  eighth  Lord  of  Clackmannan,  bad  to  hi*  firft  wife 
Jennet  Wardlaw,  daughter  to  the  Laird  of  Tory.  After  her  death,  be 
married  Helena  Durie  of  the  houfe  of  Durie.  What  numcroo*  uToe  he 
had  by  them,  it  is  necdkfs  here  to  repeat,  fince  the  tree  dearly  points 
them  out. 

XXVI.  Robert,  ninth  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married  EUfabeth  Hal- 
liburton,  daughter  to  the  Laird  of  Piteur,  and  had  by  her  Sir  Henry; 
%.  George  Bruce  of  Comery  He  had  aUb  three  daughters  ;  I.  Cachexia, 
married  Robert  Watfon,  brother's  fon  of  Cafters;  a.  Jean  married 
Weemys  of  Pitney ;  *.  Helena  married  Akunder  Bruce  of  Kinmcrd. 

XXVII.  Bir  Henry,  tenth  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  hade  to  his  firft  wife 
Lady  Mary  Shan,  daughter  of  Sir  Akmndet  Shan  of  Saochy,  by  whoa 
he  had  Sir  David,  hit  fucceffor ;  %  Captain  John  Bruce,  who  married 
■■  Robertfon  of  Bedlay  ;  3.  Henry  Bruce.  He  had  alfo  a  daughter, 
Jeanie,  who  married  James  Brace  of  Fowfouka,  Hm  fecood  lady  was 
the  Conntefs  of  Dundie. 

XXVI II.  Sir  David  Brace,  pretest  Laird  of  Clackmannan,  married 
Margarett  M'Kentie,  eldeft  daughter  to  the  Vifcount  of  Tarbcrt,  and 
hat  by  her  Elizabeth  Bruce,  dec*  who  God  bog  continue. 

Amen,  Amen. 
,    Frasnobifis  iUuftriffimx  &  antiquitate  hand  ulli  fecundc  Brufiorum 
familx  gonealogiam  in  hac  tabula  delineatam,  honoratiffimo  viro  D.  Da. 
vidt  Brnfio,  £q.  A.  &.  Baron  Gentit  fox  principi  fobmute  dicavit. 
M.  Joh.  Ssombatinns  Hungarua.    A.  Do.  1686. 
*  The  late  Lord  Keener,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Court  of  Seffion, 
and  of  the  High  Court  of  JuAiciary,  had  his  reddence  in  this  parifli.    Hi* 
publick  virtues,  and  his  chancier  as  a  judge,  are  too  well  known  to  need 
any  encomium.     His  private  life  was  no  lefs  amiable  and  refpedabk 
He  was  a  bUffing  to  all  ranks  in  this  comer  of  the  country,  in  which  he 

lived. 
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fiill  continue  to  deferve  this  chara&er,  which  certainly  hap 
a  happy  influence  upon  the  manners  of  the  inferior  orderf 
of  the  people. 

MifcelUneous  Obfervations. — Many  dreadful  accidents  hare 
happened  in  this  parifh.    Several  perfons  have  been  drown- 
ed ;  feveral  hurt  and  killed,  and  burnt  to  death,  at  the  .public 
works.    Two  children  had  their  brains  dalhed  out,  by  coal 
waggons  going  over  their  heads.    Two  young  men  belong- 
ing to  the  pariih  had  their  lives  wonderfully  preferred,  after 
falling  from  heights,  almoft  incredible  to  be  told*    One  fell 
75i  feet  from  a  high  tower,  and  was  little  hurt  j  the  very 
fame  perfon,  fomerime  after,  fell  30  feet  from  the  roof  of 
a  houfe,  ^nd  was  not  hurt.     Another  perfon  fell  into  an 
old  coal-pit,  70  feet  deep,  and  was  got  out  fafe,  having 
only  his  thigh  bone  broken.     Thefe  old  open  coal-pits, 
without  the  leaft  fence  around  them, '  are  frequent  in  all 
the  collieries  of  this  pariih.    They  are  a  publick  nuifance, 
by  which  the  lives  of  men  are  often  expofed  to  real  dan- 
ger. 

At  the  colliery  of  S%uchy,  there  is  at  prefent  a  woman 
who  has  twins  $  fhe  herfelf  was  a  twin,  and  her  mother 
was  one  of  three  at  a  birth.  Two  fifters  in  the  pariih  were 
lately  the  mothers  of  three  dumb  children. 

A  young  cow,  fome  years  ago,  produced  a  calf  when 
(he  was  exadly  »  3  months  old.      , 

About  20  years  ago,  a  very  large  fpreading  aih  tree  w*t 
ftruck  by  lightning,  and  has  fince  exhibited  a  fingular 
phenomenon.     The  lightning  had  ftruck  one  half,  only, 

of 

lived.  When  he  died,  the  tears  of  the  widow  sod  the  btherleft  were 
Died  upon  hit  grave :  For  M  the  caufe  which  he  knew  not,  be  literally 
t'  torched  out." 

Malta  ills  basii  flebilU  occidi*. 
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t>f  its  branches,  and,  penetrating  all  the  way  down  one  fide 
of  the  trunk,  tore  up  and  laid  open  the  roots  of  die   fame 
fide.    Since  that  time,  one  half  of  the  tree  has  decayed, 
while  the  other  remained  healthy*    The  bark  was   entire 
all  round  the  trunk ;  but  the  healthy  branches  continued 
yearly  to  decreafe  a  little*     No'  farther  obfervations,  how- 
ever,  can  now  be  made  upon  it :  for  though  it  appeared  to 
be  a  great  natural  curiofity,  yet  the  proprietor,  it  fcems,  has 
not  confidered  it  in  this  point  of  view,  and,  not  thinking 
of  the  philofophical  purpofes  to  which  it  might  have  been 
fubfervient,  has  lately  cut  it  down. 

This  parifh  (till  opens  a  wide  field  for  improvements  of 
various  kinds.  There  was  ^formerly  a  ferry  boat  on  the 
river  Forth,  oppofite  the  village  of  Clackmannan.  This 
would  ftill  be  of  great  ufe  and  convenience  to  the  country, 
both  to  the  north  and  fouth.  The  harbour  at  Clackman- 
nan Fow,  by  a  fmall  expenfe,  may  be  rendered  a  (afe  and 
convenient  landing  place.  And  a  village  alfo  might  be 
built  at  that  place,  fo  as  to  have  many  advantages  of  filia- 
tion. 

The  whole  county  of  Clackmannan,  and  this  parifh  in 
particular,  has  long  laboured  under  the  greateft  inconve- 
nience, from  the  uncommonly  bad  ftate  of  the  public 
roads.  Fortunately,  however,  the  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
ty have  at  laft  got  their  eyes  opened  to  their  true  interefL 
A  turnpike  road  bill  for  this  county  is  juft  now  depending 
to  Parliament,  and  with  every  profped  of  fuccefs. 
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APPENDIX. 

THE    FAIR    ISLE. 
(County  of  Orkney.) 


IT  is  remarkable,  that  there  fhould  be  lying,  tt  nd 
greater  diftance  from  us  than  half  way  between  Ork- 
ney and  Shetland,  an  Ifle,  whofe  inhabitants  feem  to  be9 
as  yet,    almoft  in  a  ftate  of  nature.    The  account  of  a 
fouth-fea  ifland,  could  hardly  attrad  more  our  curiofity. 
What  feems  to  explain  the  Angularity  of  the  cafe,  is,  the 
{mall  fize  of  the  Fair  Ifle,  and  its  lying  remote  from  any 
neighbouring  ones  ;  from  which  circumftances,  it  has  nei- 
ther been  in  a  condition  to  defend  itfelf,  on  account  of  die 
fcanty  number  of  its  inhabitants,  nor  to  obtain  aid  from 
thofe  of  other  places.     That  it  was  in  former  times  pecu- 
liarly expofed  to  invaders  and  ravagers,  appears  from  hif- 
tory.     "  The  natives  (fays  Buchanan,  who  wrote  in  the 
century  before  laft),  are  by  far  the  pooreft  of  all  others  ; 
for  the  fifliermen  from  England,  Holland,  and  other  ma- 
ritime regions,  who  every  year  frequent  thofe  feas,  feize 
upon  and  carry  away  every  thing,  as  they  plcafc."    Hence, 
4  although 
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although  ft\ch  depredations  have  ceafed,  thofc  iflanders  an 
but  hardly  at  this  day  emerging  from  the  efie£ts  of  f- 
precarious  and  diftrefsful  a  condition ;  and  beginning  t 
form  fomething  lite  a  fettled  and  a  comfortable  fociety. 

The  Fair  Iflc  belongs  to  the  parifh  of  Dunroflncfs  n 
Shetland ;  and  the  following  account  of  it  is  taken  from 
a  paper  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Ma.  Barry,  miniiter  or 
Shapinfliay,  in  Orkney, 


The  name  of  this  iflc,  perhaps  may  be  derived  from  b 
being  diftin&ly  marked  in  the  ocean,  and  feen  by  ma- 
riners at  a  great  diftance  ;  feldom  covered  with  fog  ;  and, 
on  a  nearer  approach,  exhibiting  its  lofty  heads,  clothed 
with  confiderable  verdure.  Buchanan  defcribes  it  with  a 
good  deal  of  accuracy.  "  Farat  or,  The  Fair  IfU9  is  a 
confpicuous  object  (fays  he),  both  to  the  Orkneys  and  to 
Shetland.  It  rifos  into  three  very  high  promontories,  en- 
compailed  with  lofty  rocks;  and  19  every  where  inaccef- 
£ble,  unlefs  upon  the  S.  E.,  where,  lowering  itfeif  a  little, 
it  affords  a  fafe  ftation  for  fmall  veffels."  It  is  30  miles 
diftant  from  the  moil  northerly  of  the  Orkney  iflands,  and 
34  from  the  S.  part  of  Shetland  ;  extending  in  length  from 
N.  £.  to  S.  W.  upwards  of  3  miles,  and  nearly  2  in 
breadth. 

.  The  promontories  are  Malcolm's  Head  on  the  W.,  the 
Wart  or  Wardhill  on  the  N.  E.,  and  the  Sheep  Craig  at 
the  S.  E.  extremity.  This  laft  is  a  ilupendous  and  mag* 
nificent  objed ;  a  huge  mafs  of  rock  rifing  in  a  conical 
form  as  it  were  from  the  ocean,  to  the  height  of  480  feet, 
and  almoft  entirely  feparated  from  the  ifland,  either  by 
the  force  of  the  furrounding  element  or  fome  convulfion 

of 
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of  nature.    The  foil  on  its  furface,  which  confifts  of  about 
1  a  acres,  produces  a  kind  of  gfafs  that  maintains  annually 
24  (heep,  which  are  as  remarkable  for  the  excellence  rof 
their  wool,  as  for  the  value  of  their  carcaffes.    In  federal 
parts  of  this  folitary  ifle,  where  the  rock  has  been  foft,  or 
a   ftratum  of  clay  has  prefented  its  furface,  the  fea  has 
dug  many  deep  gulfs  or   gullies  to  a  confiderable  dis- 
tance.   Of  this  kind  is  the  one  on  the  S.  E.  fide  of  the 
ifland,  called  Stromceiler ;  in  which,  tradition  afierts,  one 
.of  the  (hips  of  the  Spanifh  Armada,  in  the  year  1588, 
fuflfered  (hipwrtck.    The  inhabitants  believe  (he  is  now 
converted  into  a  rock,  and  covered  with  fea  weed.    Cap* 
tain  Roe,   from  England,   in   1740,  when    fifhing  the 
wreck,  was  fortunate  enough  to  raife  two  brafs  guns,  of  a 
large  fize,  and  fome  other  articles  of  lefs  value  \  but  hav^ 
ing  loft  a  man  in  the  attempt,  he  defifted.    About  the 
year  1770,  a  (hip  bolt,  long  and  thick,  with  (tones  ad- 
hering, was  thrown  afliore  in  a  neighbouring  gulf,  and 
is  now  in  the  pofleflion  of  James  Stewart,  Efq.  the  pro- 
prietor.   To  the  eye  of  a  fpe&ator  who  delights  to  con* 
template  the  wild  irregularities  of  Nature,  there  is  every 
where  much  entertainment.    In  one  place',  the  rocks  raife 
their  bold  brows,  and  ftretch  out  as  it  were  to  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  fury  of  the  ocean ;  in  another,  they  feem  to 
(brink  back,  and  are  cut  into  immenfe  caves  and  deep 
gulfs,  that  threaten  to  undermine  and  tear  in  pieces  the 
whole  ifland.    Its  extremities  are  all  of  them  high $  the 
middle  part  is  lower,  and  more  level ;  and  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  it,  which  amounts  to  about  1800  acres,  except  in 
a  very  few  fpots,  is  covered  with  knolls  or  hillocks.    There 
is,  on  the  N.  E.  comer,  a  harbour  for  (mall  craft,  where 
they  lie  in  (afety  when  the  wind  blows  from  any  quarter 
but  N-  E. ;  and  for  the  greater  fecurity*  they  are  fixed 
Vol.  JOV.  4  N  with 
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with  ropes  to  the  rocks,  by  means  of  rings  and  ftaples  m~ 
ferted  for  that  purpofc.  The  rocks  on  the  S.  W.  fide  axe 
called  the  Keels ;  and  aihore  on  this  place  lie  all  the  boats 
of  the  ifland. 

To  the  N.  arc  fituated  the  houfes,  which  are  confufcdly 
thrown 'together  as  chance,  whim,  or  conveniency  dircfi- 
ed,  into  four  clumps  or  towns,  under  the  fine  founding 
names  of  Shewah,  Lioh,  Buftah,  and  Gelah.  Thefe  4 
little  towns,  as  they  are  called,  contain  the  inhabitants,  of 
which  there  are  32  families,  about  7  perfons  in  each ;  106 
males,  and  x  14  females ;  in  all,  220.  Of  thefe,  there  axe 
two,  xoo  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

6  between  80  and  90,        33  between  30  and  40, 
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The  people  in  this  ifland  are  increafing  confiderably  in 
number  $  for  in  the  laft  8  years,  there  have  been  xi  mar- 
riages, 64  births,  and  only  27  funerals.  Since  it  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  who  purchafed 
it  at  a  judicial  fale  from  the  Sinclairs  of  Quandcl,  the 
population  has  increafed  one-fourth;  and  though  it  has 
not  been  in  his  poffeffion  much  above  20  years,  it  has 
brought  him  nearly  triple  his  purchafe-money.  The  caufe* 
of  this  profperity  arc  various.  Their  pafture  ground  is 
very  good ;  on  which  they  have  400  fheep,  whofe  wool 
and  mutton  are  equally  excellent,  and  alfo  nearly  300  black 
cattle,  befides  fome  goats,  which  have  been  lately  im- 
ported, and  horfes,  which,  for.  domeftick  purpofes,  they 
bring  from  Shetland.  All  thefe  they  take  particular  care 
*f*  and  turn  their  produce  to  the  bell  account,  in  their 

fitiufofr 
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Etflation.  Their  arable  land  is  about  75  acres ;  and  as  it 
is  divided  among  them  in  (mall  and  nearly  equal  parcels, 
every  man  attentively  labours  his  little  fpot  with  the  fpade, 
there  not  being  a  plough  in  the  Whole  ifland.  As  the 
fhorea  are  high,  and  the  water  deep,  they  have  little  or 
no  accefs  to  fea  weed,  which  in  the  Orkneys  is  fo  much 
ufed  as  a  manure,  and  therefore  they  are  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  dung  or  comport,  by  means  of  which  their 
lands  produce  alternately  excellent  oats  and  barley.  Thefe 
are  the  only  grains  they  raifc ;  and  when  they  have  cul- 
tivated their  land  for  two  years,  and  had  a  crop  of  each 
kind,  they  lay  it  down  to  reft  for  on<5  year,  when  they 
begin  die  fame  courfe  as  formerly.  They  manufacture 
a  little  kelp  in  the  fummer  feafon. 

Their  boats,  which  are  14  in  number,  lie  on  the  S.  • 
W.  Ihore,  under  the  little  town  of  Gelah,  from  which 
they  go  with  only  a  or  3  men  in  them,  whb  fit  in  the 
middle  of  the  boat*  and,  with  an  oar  in  each  hand,  row 
over  immenfe  billows,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  a  great  diftance. 
In  thefe  pitiful  fluffs,  in  which  a  landman  would  fcarcely 
truft  his  life  acrofs  a  river,  they  fly  to  the  fifhing  ground, 
almoft  out  of  fight  of  the  ifland,  where  they  catch  plenty 
of  fine  code,  ling,  tuflc,  fkate,  holibut,  mackerel,  cyth,  and 
other  fifli  of  inferior  quality.    Thefe,  together  with  their 
hens,  chickens,  (beep,  eggs,  &c.  they  afterwards  carry  to 
(hips,  which 'they  obferve  in  the  offing,  though  at  the 
diftance  of  15  or  20  miles,  and  barter  them  to  great  ad- 
vantage, for  various  articles  of  food  and  clothing.    They 
fpin  alfo  excellent  linen  yarn,  and  difcover  much  dexte- 
rity in  manufacturing  their  fine  foft  wool  into  dockings, 
gloves,  nightcaps,  and  other  wearing  apparel.    If  they  do 
jiot  difpofe  of  their  wJiol*  fifli,  mutton,  hens,  flocking*, 
Jtc.  in  barter  with  the  (hips,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe, 
6  N  a  they 
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they  refervc  the  remainder  for  the  payment  of  their  rants, 
which  in  whole  amount  to  about  8oL  Sterling  annually. 
The  proprietor,  abundantly  fenfible  that  their  money  * 
fcarce,  and  indeed  almoft  unneoeffary,  receives  his  rents 
In  the  articles  they  can  beft  fpare  *  he  funuflies  them  with 
thofe  they  (land  mod  in  nepd  of,  and,  in  return,  takes 
what  they  either  raife  from  the  ground,  or  procure  by 
purchafe  or  manufa&ure.    The  ifland  is  reckoned  one  of 
the  Shetland  ifles ;  and  die  cultivated  ground  in  it,  like 
that  of  Shetland,  is  divided  into  mark  lands,  according  t» 
which,  it  pays  cefs,  as  there  has  been  no  valuation  in 
that  country.    It  makes  part  of  the  county  of  Orkney, 
pays  a  feu-duty  of  aoo  merks  to  Lord  Dundas,  and  34L 
Scotch,  compounded  vicarage  teind,  to  the  minifter  of 
Dunroflhcfs,  as  belonging  to  his  parifh.    From  its  fertility 
in  raifing  excellent  grain,  its  affording  pafture  for  plenty 
of  fheep  and  black  cattle,  from  the  myriads  of  fiih,  of  the 
largeft  fize  and  of  the  fineft  quality,  that  perpetually  fwim 
around  its  coafts,  fome  are  of  opinion,  it  would  be  an  ex- 
cellent fifliing  ftation. 

The  people  are  all  of  them  fober,  prudent,  and  indut 
trious :  The  men  are  remarkable  for  ftrength  and  vigour, 
the  women  for  fweetnefe  and  modefty  \  and  as  they  live 
principally  on  bread  and  fiih,  which,  it  is  admitted,  arc 
very  favourable  to  population,  they  have  families  as  healthy 
as  they  are  numerous.  To  rear  up  thefe  to  be  a  comfort 
to  their  parents,  and  a  benefit  to  the  publick,  the  Society 
.  for  Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge  have  eftabliflicd  one 
of  their  fchools  in  the  ifland.  A  Sunday  fchool,  with  a 
fuitable  folary,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  books  given, 
had  been  ere£fced  this  year,  by  a  very  humane  and  bene- 
volent fociety  at  Edinburgh.  If,  to  thefe  excellent  infti- 
t»tion*i  the  labours  of  a  miflioaary  were  added,  at  the 

expenfo 
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expenfe  of  the  Committee  for  Managing  the  Royal  Bounty* 
as  formerly,  thefe  people  would  reap  not  only  the  benefit* 
of  education,  but  the  enjoyments  of  virtue  and  the  cam* 
forts  of  religion.  Already  almoft  all  of  them  can  read; 
many  of  them  can  write  \  they  are  contented  wkh  theur 
lot;  they  have  fobriety,  good  management,  andindnftiy; 
and  were  religion  to  lend  her  propitious  aid,  fee  wcoU 
animate  and  ftrengthen  all  thefe  virtues,  fweeten  their 
toil,  lefTen  their  care*  and  fupport  them  in  every  danger 
anddiftreft. 
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